
EXEcuTIyE OBQ[R #lO~ 

Relating to creating the Governor's 
Commission on Children and Families 

EGEH.lEl) 

AUG 6 1990 

WHEREAS. the President of the United States called
~he Nation I s .Governors to address the "Issue of education Wahi~~m~ie~u~~:~ 
i n the es tab l t shmsnt of National Education Goals; and ' 

NH~REAS. one of the National Education goals provides that all 
children i n America will start school ready to learn; and 

WHEREAS. parents, business leaders, child and family advocates 
educators. public offici~ls and the media are all concerned about th~ 
type of educat ton and Chlld care services being provided for the children 
of Wisconsin; and 

WHEREAS, it is important that state and federal governments 
provt de a coordi nated effort wi th resources to ensure that programs for 
childr~nand famil1es will result in signHicant reductions in later 
axp and i tures for remediation, welfare, adjudication and r anabt l i tat lon: 
and ' 

WHEREAS. quality programs for children and families may strengthen 
our society by providing our children with the foundation on which to 
learn the basic skills necessary to be productive citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the ava11 abi l1ty of parent and fami1y support servi ces 
including day care and early education opportunities falls shod of the 
existing need; and 

WHEREAS, the Hisconsin Head Start program has 25 years of 
exemplary experience in providing comprehensive child development and 
fami ly involvement program and can serve as a model for communi ty based 
services; and 

WHEREAS, there is currentJ y a need for a more organi zed sys tem for 
coordinating programs and services with the public and private sectors at 
both the state and local level; and 

I'IHEREAS, expansion of services requires the coordination of 
resources from all available funding sources, including federal, state, 
local. business and the fami lies themselves;· 

NOH, THEREFORE, I, TOH~1Y G. THOMPSON, Governor of the State of 
Wisconsin, by the authority vested in me by the constt tut ton and the laws 
of this State. and specifically by l~isconsln Statute sect ion 14.019, do 
hereby: 

1. Establish a Governor's Commission on Children and Families consisting 
of the Governor, the Secretary of the Department of Kea 1til and Socia I 
Servi cs s , the Secretary of the Department of Industry, La~or and Kum~n 
Relations, and the State Superintendent of Public In s t ruc t i on (or the i r 
respective designees) and twenty-one m~mber5, all of w~om shall be 
appointed by the Governor. to serve at ms pl~asure. A chat rp er son shall 
be designated by the Governor, and serve at hIS pl~asure. Hemb~rs shall 
represent a wide variety of interests surroundlng the del1very of 
services to children and familIes. 



~h Provid~ that staff services to the Commission shall be provided by 
eagencl es represented on the Commission. The Department of 

Admini stration shall serve as the fiscal agent for the Commission. 

3. Direct that the Commission: 

a. Assess the status and scope of all programs related to 
children and families at the state Jevel and effect coordination 
of services among state agencies. 

b. Incorporate the Head Start model into the development of 
expansion of services to young children and their families. 

c. Facil'ta~e the coordination of existing state programs and new 
state programs for children and parents, inclUding early childhood 
education, child care, parental involvement, and parent education. 

d. Identify gaps and overlaps in existing children's services and 
programs and seek elimination of unnecessary administrative costs. 

e. Provide leadership in the development and use of both human 
and financial reSources to deliver coordinated, effective services 
for child care, educetron. parent involv,ement, parent education 
and family support. 

f. Develop a plan for local coordinating councils on children and 
families to assist in the effective delivery of children's 
services throughout the state ensuring participation of all public 
and private sector providers of day care and education services. 

g. Review and consider implementation of the recommendations of 
the Governor's Task Force on Family and Chi Idren' s Issues and the 
state superintendent's Task Force on Early Education, Child Care, 
and Family Involvement. 

IN TESTIt~ONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and caused the Great 
Seal of the State ofWlsconsin to 
be afnxed. Done at the Capitol
in the Ci ty of Madi son thi s First 
day of August in the year one 
th~jnd nine hundr.ed and ninety. 

// //~ 

By the Governor: 

: I 


