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January 24, 2014 - Introduced by Representatives NYGREN, BIES, BALLWEG,
BERNIER, BORN, BROOKS, ENDSLEY, KAUFERT, KLEEFISCH, KNUDSON, KOOYENGA,
KrugG, T. LARSON, LEMAHIEU, MARKLEIN, MURPHY, MURSAU, A. OTT, PETRYK,
SCHRAA, SPIROS, STRACHOTA, TRANEL, WEATHERSTON, BARNES, BERCEAU,
BERNARD SCHABER, BILLINGS, CLARK, DOYLE, GOYKE, HESSELBEIN, HINTZ,
JOHNSON, KaHL, KOLSTE, MASON, OHNSTAD, PASCH, RIEMER, RICHARDS,
RiNnGgHAND, C. TAYLOR, WACHS, WRIGHT and YOUNG, cosponsored by Senators
DARLING, S. F1tZGERALD, COWLES, GUDEX, HARSDORF, LEIBHAM, OLSEN,
PETROWSKI, CARPENTER, HARRIS, JAUCH, SHILLING, L. TAYLOR, VINEHOUT, WIRCH
and LEHMAN. Referred to Joint Committee on Finance.

AN ACT to create 165.95 (5) (bg) and 165.95 (5p) of the statutes; relating to:

providing grants to counties that offer substance abuse treatment and

diversion from incarceration and making an appropriation.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the Department of Justice (DOdJ) provides grants to counties
that have established qualifying treatment and diversion (TAD) programs for
persons who are or may be charged with, or who are convicted of, an offense related
to the person’s use or abuse of alcohol or other drugs. TAD programs are intended
to offer alternatives to prosecution or incarceration. Current law requires DOJ to
evaluate the grant program every two years.

This bill increases funding for TAD grants by $1,500,000 in each fiscal year of
the current fiscal biennium. The bill requires each county that receives a TAD grant
to submit to DOJ data requested by DOJ for the purpose of evaluating the
effectiveness of the county’s TAD program. The bill requires DOJ to prepare an
annual progress report using that data and, every five years, to prepare a
comprehensive report for submission to the legislature that provides a cost benefit
analysis of the TAD grant program.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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SEcCTION 1. 165.95 (5) (bg) of the statutes is created to read:

165.95 (5) (bg) A county that receives a grant under this section shall submit
data requested by the department of justice to the department of justice each month.
The department of justice may request any data regarding the project funded by the
grant that is necessary to evaluate the project and prepare the reports under sub.
(5p).

SECTION 2. 165.95 (5p) of the statutes is created to read:

165.95 (5p) (a) The department of justice shall, annually, analyze the data
submitted under sub. (5) (bg) and prepare a progress report that evaluates the
effectiveness of the grant program. The department of justice shall make the report
available to the public.

(b) The department of justice shall, every 5 years, prepare a comprehensive
report that analyzes the data it receives under sub. (5) (bg) and the annual reports
it produces under par. (a). The department of justice shall include in this
comprehensive report a cost benefit analysis of the grant program and shall submit
the report to the chief clerk of each house of the legislature for distribution to the
legislature under s. 13.172 (2).

SEcTION 3. Fiscal changes.

(1) TREATMENT AND DIVERSION PROGRAMS. In the schedule under section 20.005
(3) of the statutes for the appropriation to the department of justice under section
20.455 (2) (em) of the statutes, as affected by the acts of 2013, the dollar amount is
increased by $1,500,000 for the first fiscal year of the fiscal biennium in which this
subsection takes effect to provide grants for counties that establish alternatives for
prosecution and incarceration. In the schedule under section 20.005 (3) of the

statutes for the appropriation to the department of justice under section 20.455 (2)
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(em) of the statutes, as affected by the acts of 2013, the dollar amount is increased
by $1,500,000 for the second fiscal year of the fiscal biennium in which this
subsection takes effect to provide grants for counties that establish alternatives for
prosecution and incarceration.

(END)



