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AN ACT to incorporate the town of Potosi. 
BE IT ENACTED by the Council and House of Representatives 

pr the Territory of Wisconsin: 

SECTION 1. That all that district of country in the west halfLimits or cor, 
of section number three (3) the east half of section number four t poration. 

.(4) the northeast quarter and the east half of the northwest quar-
ter of section number nine, (9) all in township number two (2) 
north, range number three (3) west ?  also, the southeast quarter of 
section number thirty-three, (33) and the whole of section num-
ber thirty-four, (34) in township number three north of range 
number three, west of the fourth principal meridian, in the 
county of Grant, in the said Territory, shall be hereafter known 
and distinguished by the name of the town of Potpsi, and 
the Linhabitants now residing, or who may hereafter reside 
within the said limits, are hereby constituted a body corporate 
1)y the name 	the trustees of the town of fotosi," sand by 
that name, they and their successors forever hereafter shall and 
may have perpetual succession, and shall he persons in law, capa-
ble of suing and being sued, pleading and being implesded, an-
swering and being answered unto, defending and being defended, 
in all courts and places and in all suits whatsoever. 

SEC. 2. It shall be lawful for the inhabitants of the said town, Election hç  
who are qualified by lavy to vote, tq meet at the Wisconsin House khl• 
in said town, on the third Monday of March next, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon of that day, and choose viva voce three 
judges of election and one clerk ?  and then and there to elect by 
ballot, one president, who shall be ex-officio a trustee, four trus-
tees, one assessor, two constables one treasurer and one clerk. 

SEC. 3. On the third Monday of March, in each year there-
after, there shall be an annual election of the officers of the said 
town above specified, and the trustees shall give due notice of 
he time and place of holding the same; and they, or any two ef 
hem, shall preside at the same. ' 

SEC. 4. No person shall be eligible to any of said offices, unv 
less 119 is a voter and freeholder in said town. 
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kills when 	SEc. 6. At all elections by the voters of the town, held, under 
opened awl 

this act, the polls shall be opened at ten of the clock in Um fore- PigsPc1. 
noon, and continue open until four of the clock in the afornoon, 
and the election shall be conducted in the same manner, as far as 
may be, as the election for delegate to Congress. A plurality of 
votes hall in all cases decide the election, and in case of a tie 
Tote, a new election shall be called by the trustees as soortas may 

be. 
SEC. 6. In case such officers, or any of them, shall not be 

chosen on the day appointed for the same, and in case any act or 
proceeding required by this act to be done or had, on any partic-
ular day, or within any particular titne, shall not be done or had 
on such day, or within such time, the same may be dope or had 
as soon thereafier as may be, and the corporation shall not there- 

Vacancies 	by be dissolved, but vacancies in the office of president and trus- 
how 4114 tees shall be filled at a special election by the voters of the town 

and vacancies in all other offices by appointment by the trustees. 
Sec. T. All of said officers shall hold their offices until the 

third Monday of March next, after their election, and until oth-
pp are elected and qualified in their stead. 

Ofqcers tq 	SEC. 8. Every officer elected under this act, before be enters 
qualify. upon the duties of his office, and within ten days after his elec- 

tion, shall tako an oath faithfully to discharge the duties of his of-
fice, which shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the corpora-
tion, and be sufficient eyidence of his having accepted said of-

fice. 
Treaeurer atul SEp. 9. The treasurer and constables, before they enter upon 
constable ta 
give hood. 	the duties nf their offices, shall severally give bonds to the corpo- 

ration, by its corporate name, in such sum and with such sureties 
as the trystees, or a majority of them shall direct, conditioned for 
the faithful discharge of their offices respectively. 

Duty R( presi 	SEC. 10. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at dem. 
all meetings of the trustees, to see that allby-laws and ordinances 
are duly observed, and to prosecute all suits which may be neces-
sary, in the name of the corporation. 

Pnty qf clerk. SEP. 11. It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep a record 
of the doings of the board of trustees, especially of the passing 
of by-laws, ordinances and regulations, and also a faithful record, 
of all the doings and votes of the inhabitants of said town, at, 
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tilmir annual and other legal meetings, and to keep on file all pa-

tters which may be required by law, or ordered by the trustees.--; 

The records and files kept by the clerk, shall be evidence in all 

legal proceedings, and copies of all papers duly filed in his office 

and transcripts from the records of proceedings of the board of 

trustees, certified by him under the corporate seal, shall be evi.; 

dence in all courts of the contents of the same. , 

SEC. 12. The treasurer of said town shall receive all moneys Duty  af 

Which may be collected for the use of the caporation by virtue 

Of this act, or by virtue of any by.laws or ordinances of the corpo-

ration, or which may arise from any other source and belong titi 

the corporation, and give to the person keeping the same, his re. 

Ceipt therefor. All moneys shall be drawn from the treasury by 

warrants signed by the president, by order of the trustees, and 

totintersigned by the clerk, who shall keep an abstract thereof, 

which warrant shall set forth for what purpose the aniount sped-

fled therein is to be paid, and the said treasurer shall pay out the 

'funds of the corporation in no other way whatever. He shall 

'keep just and accurate accounts of all moneys and other things 

*coming into his hands as treasurer, in a book provided by the 

'corporation inr that purpose, and which shall remain the property 

of said corporation, wherein he shall note the time when,.. the 

'person from Whom the amount of the several sums received and 

the source from whence the said sums respectively arose, and in a 

'Manner equally accurate and specific. in the same book he shall 

duly enter an account of all sums paid out, which book shall at all 

'reasonable times he opened to the inspection of the voters of Said 

'town. He shall render to the board of trustees .a minute account 

'of all his receipts and payments as often as they shall require. 

Sic. 13. The constables elected under this act shall have the 

'same power, right's, du tics,liabilities, and emoluments, as the con-

'stables elected in the different precincts of said county of Grant, 

and hereafter no constable shall be elected at the Potosi pte6inct 

for said county, except as is provided in this act. 

SEC. 14. The trustees shall have the following powers, to rowersoft`rus• 
tees. 

I. 
To have a Common seal and to alter the same at pleastire. 

II. To purchase, hold or convey any real or personal. ustate fQè 
'the Use *of the corporation. 
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Ill. To make, open; keep in repair, grade, improve of dig; 
continue streets, avenues, lanes, alleys, sewers and side walks, td 
keep them free from iticurnbrances and to proicet them from in 
jury. 

IV. To organize fire Cortiptiniei tied hook and ladder conipa; 
rlibs, to regulate their governMent, arid the tithes' and Manner of 
their exercise, to provide all necessary apparatus for the ektin; 
guishment of fire; to require the oWners of htiildirigs th provide 
and keep suitable ladders and fire buCkets which are hereby de= 
clued to be appurtenances to the real estate; and exempt front 
seizure, diatress or sale in any Manner, and if the owner refuses 
to procure suitable ladders or fire buekets after reasonable notice; 
the trustees May proeure and deliver the same to him; and in de-
fault of payment therefor, may bring an action of debt against 
said ()timer; and be entitled to recover in such action the value 

16\ of such ladders Or fire buckets, or both; with costs of suit : to 
regulate the Storage of gun powder and Other dangeroas materi-
als: to direct the Safe construction for the deposite of ashes, and 
severally to enter hub; or appoint one or more officers to enter 
into, at reasOnable limbs; and examine all dWelling houses, lots, 
yards, enclosureS and buildings Of every description in order to 
discover whether any of then' are in a dangerous condition, and to 
cause such as may be dangerous to be put into a St& condition 
to compel the owners of houses and buildings to have scuttles on 
the roofs of said houses and buildings: to regulate the manner of 
putting up stoves and stove pipes: to prevent the use of fireworks 
and fire arms within the limits of said town: to compel the inhab-
itants of said town to aid in the extinguishment of fires, and to 
pull, break and raze such buildings in the vicinity of fires as shall 
be directed by the trustees or any three of thein who may be 
present at a fire, for the purpose or preventing its communication 

tO.other buildings, and any buildings so destroyed shall be paid 
for by the corporation: to construct and preserve regervoirs,pumps, 
wells and other water works, and to regulate the use thereof, and 
generally to establish such other measures of prudence for the 
prevention or extinguishment of fires as they shall deem proper. 

V. To provide hospitals or their rotliet] asylums for the sick: to 
appoint a board of health when in their opinion it shall be necessa-
ry, who shalt posSesa all necessary power to prevent the taking 4e 
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spreading of t:;:y infections, innexibris;contagionS or pestilential 

ilisease.  or epidemic within tra' id town: .  to remove any person who 

Shall be affected with any such disease or epidemic to any such 

hospital or asylum. 

VI. To prevent, abate, or remove nuisances. 

VII. To restrain the running at large of cattle, and all other lb: 

inimalg: to establiSh pounds and appoint pound masters . andfence 

Viewers, and prescribe their powers and duties. 

VIII To protect trees and monuments in said town. 

IX. To purchase. hold and own grave yards or oemettnies 

and regulate the burial of the dead. 

X. To establish and regulate markets, and restrain sales in / b.  
the streets: to estab;ish and regulate a public scale, and appoint 

a weigher to attend to the sue: to-regulate the place and man-

ner of selling hay and other gross commodities, 

XL To suppress disorderly, lewd or gaming houses and devi-

ces for the purpose of gambling. 

- XII. To call regular and special meetings of the voters of 

aid town, 

To prescribe the compensation of all officers of the 

corporation except their own, and they shall receive no compeosa-

lima or emolument for their services as trustees. • 

XIV. To license and regulate groceries, victualling houses, lb. 

taverns, shows, public exhibitions and theatrical and other enter-

tainments, and also the sale of spirituous or strong !ignore within 

Said town, and to fix such rates of licensee and enact seCh‘by ,  

laws on the subject with penalties for the breach thereof; as they 

may deem proper, and to collect such penalties in the manner 

herelnafter -provided: Provided, That the' hoard of county cont 

missioners of Grant county may have authority, if in their opiniton 

the intereet of the county require it, to exact a tax to the county 

from any person who may be licensed by said trustees to keeps 

tavern or grocery, and so much of any law of the Territory as re, 

quires such person to pay a license to the 'county and conflicts 

with the provisions of this section, is hereby repealed. 

XV. To tax every male resident of said town above the .age lb. 

of twenty-one years, and under the sga of filly years, two ,days 

labor annually, or in lieu thereof, three dollars, to be appropriated 

in imploring the streets and roads In said town, under the direc- 

1G 
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lion of such person or persons as they may appoint i  and if any 
such person shall neglect, after being notified, or shall refuse to 
perform such labor, or pay said money, the trustees may recover 
said money in the same manner as is provided in this act, for the 
recovery of fines and forfeitures. 

XVI. To organize school districts in said town, to receive the 
money coming from the county for the benefit of Scholars in said 
town, and generally to have full control over all public schools in 
uid town, and t6 take such measures for the benefit of public in-
struction as they may deem proper. 

XVII. To make, ordain and establish such by-laws ordinan-
ces and regulations not repugnant to the laws of the Territory 
and to the laws and constitution of the Uuited States for the out-
vote of carrying into effect the provisions of this ant as they may 
deem proper, but no such ordinance or by-law shall take effect 
until the same shall have been published three weeks successive-
ly, and to repeal or amend the same at pleasure. The said trus-
tees as often as they shall make or publish any by-laws, regtila. 
tons or ordinances may ordain and provide such reasonable finer, 
forfeitures and penalties upon the offen'ders against any such by-
laws, regulations or ordinances as they shall deem proper not ex-
ceeding twenty dollars for any one offence, to be prosecuted and 
recovered before any justice of the peace or court having cogni-
zance of the same, in the name and to and for the use of the corpo-
ration, and in any such action it shall be lawful to declare generally 
in debt for such penalty or forfeiture and to give any special mat-
ter in evidence, and the defendant May plead the general issue and 
give any special matter in evidence, and after final judgment in 
such action execution may be issued thereon as provided by law in 
other cues. All expenses incurred in prosecuting for the recov-
ery of any penalty or forfeiture shall be defrayed by the corpora-
tion; and all penalties and forfeitures when collected shall be 
paid to the treasurer for the use of the corporation, also to remit 
such fine or penalty or any part thereof. 

Sac.15. The affidavit of the printer of the publication of any 
by-law or ordinance, or the affidavit of the clerk of the corporation 
of the putting up of notices, by-laws or ordinances as required by 
this act shall be sufficient proof in all courts and elsewhere that 
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such by-laws, notices and ordinances were properly published or 
posted up. 

Sac. 10. Whenever in this act the publication of any b y.taw  PubHca dot% 

or ordinance is required the same shall be published in a newspa- 
how 

per printed in said town if there be one, for three weeks succes-
sively; if there be no newspaper then the same or copies thereof 
shall be posted up by the clerk in four public places in said town 
three weeks, which shall be a sufficicent publication. 

Sac. 17. Any three of said trustees shall be a board for the 
transaction of all business, but no by-law or ordinance shall pass 
unless three of said trustees concur therein. 

Sac. 18. No person shall be an incompetent judge, justice, 
witness or juror by reason of his being an inhabitant of, or owner 
of taxable property in said town in any action or proceeding in 
which said corporation is a party or interested. 

,Sac. 19. It shall be the duty of the trustees before the annual 
election to publish a full and correct statement in detail dthe re-
ceipts and expenditures by said trustees fur said town during the 
preceding year. 

Sec.20. All property. real and personal, and all mineral lots Property evil. 
except property belonging to the count‘of Grant, to any school-1' ° "11. 

• district or to any religion, society, and property which is by law 
exempt from sale on execution within the limits of the town shall 
be subject to taxation. Persoual property shall be construed to 
include all goods, chattels, moneys and effects, aud all stock paid 
into any corporation. 

Sec. 21. The trustees shall have po.wer to levy and collect, Powstot true. 
annually, a tax on all property subject to taxation in said town not' -
exceeding thethe rate of one dollar 04 every one hundred dollars ot. 
the assessment valuation thereof 

Sac. 22. It shall be the duty of the assessors during the months D oty or am& 
of March and April, 1846, and annually thereafter during the 
months of January and February to make an assessment roll in, 
which they shall set down the names of all the taxable inhabitants 
of said town, and the names so far as they can be ascertained of 
non-residents who shall own real estate therein, and the descrip-
tion, quantity and value of all the property subject to taxation in 
said town, and when said roll shall have been completed, it shalt 
be certiged to by the assessors as a true assessment roll of all the 
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?roperly subject to taxation in the said town, and immediately 
deposited with the clerk of said town. 

Out,y of clerk., 	SEc. 23. It shall be the duty of the clerk annually upon re- 
ceiving the assessment roll as aforesaid, to lay the same before the .  

trustees for their correction and consideration relative to the rate 
per nentum of tax to be levied Cur the current year, and when the 

said,trustees shall have determined the rate par centuat to be tax, 

ed on the assessed value of property as contained in the assess ;  
knent;toll as. aforesai,d, it shall b;: the duty of the clerk in the 

?tenth of May, 1840, and thereafter annually in the month of 

March to make out, iFt accordance with this determination a ached, 

Ple of all the property, as contained in said asseszment roll togeth-
er with the name of the owners thereof when known, annexing to 
each lot or other kitel of property the amount of tax. which shall 

be chargeable on the same, agreeably to the assessment as re-

turned, and the rate per ceetutu of taxation as fixed by the trus-

tees, which schedule shall be called the tax list, and shall be re, 

corded in a book to be by him kept for tbat purpose. Said tax list 

or the record thereof, shall either of them be conclusive evidence 

of the amount.of corperation taxes assessed for the current yeer, 

in which the sarno shall lt made out and dated. 

SEC. 24. It shall be the duty of the clerk to complete 

1b. the tax list as aforesaid, and deliver the same to the treasurer ha 
the month of May, in the year 1846, and thereafter annually, in the 

month of March and make a record of such delivery in the book 
where said list shall he recorded,which record shall be conclusive 

evidence of such delivery, and the tax assessed on real estate 
shall be a lien on the same from the first day of June, A. D. 1846, 
.and thereafter annually from the first day of April, until the tax 
shall be paid, together with all penalties and costs which tuey ac-

crue thereon agreeably to the provisions of this act. 

Put*,  of treriE- Sc. 25. Upon the receipt of the tax list as aforesaid, and du-
erer. ring the month ofJune, A. D. 1846, and thereafter annually du- 

ring the month of April, it shall be the duty of the treasurer to 

give public notice in a neveer.per printed in said town, or by post-
ing up notices in three public places in said to..vn, that such list 
has been committed to him for the purpose of cotlectin7 the fax 

thereon, and that be will rocr...ive elyment ror tax ,_s at his efficu: 
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.until the lastday of August then ensuing, subject to a deduction 
of five per centum ifpaid before the said last day of August. 

$Ec. 26. If the taxes are not paid to the treasurer on or be- Treasurer tel.  
fore the said last day of August, 1846,arni thereafter annually (lu- collect taxes. 

ring the month of August, he may proceed to collect the same by 
distress and sale log the goods and chattels of the persons charged, 

giving six days notice of the time and place of such sale by writ-
ten notices set up in three public places in said town. 

SEC. 27. In case the tax on any lot or other piece of land shall 

remain unpaid on the said last day of August, and there are no goods 

and chattles of the person charged therewith to be found in the 
town, it shall be the duty of the treasurer to make ont a general 

advertisement statirT, that all lots and other pieces of land upon Treasurer to 
which the taxes hie not been paid will be sold by him at a cer- adver tise. 
lain time and place to be therein mentioned for the purpose of pay- 
ing the taxes which may be assessed thereon, together with all 
costs and other liabilities which shall accrue by advertisement 
and sale, agreeably to the provisions of this .  act. Said advertise-
ment shall be published four successive weeks, commencing in 

the month of September in a newspaper printed in said town if / 

there be one, and if not, then by posting up in three public places 

in said town: Provided, that in case of assessment qf taxes in Prov-

gross upon any tract or lot of land, the treasurer upon the appli- 
cation of any claimant or owner of a part thereof, either divided 

or undivided, shall receive a part of the taxes, interest and char-. 

ges due thereon, proportionate to the:quantity of such tut or tract 
so owned or claimed, and the balance of such taxes, interest am,I 

charges shall be a lien only on the remainder of such lot or tract 

of land. 
SEc. 23. The time fixed by the said treasurer for the sale or Treasurer to 

lots or other pieces of land for taxes, shall be at the same titne sell lands. 

which he may designate within the month of Noyember , next en- 
suing the publication oldie advertisement thereof, and on the day 

mentioned in the said notice the treasurer shall commence thp 
gale of the said lots and lands, and continue the same from day to 
day until so much thereof shall be sold as will pay the taxes, in-

terest and charges due,assessed and charged thereon,agrecably to 
this act;and the treasurer shall give to the purchaser or purchasers of 

any such lets or lands a certificate describing the lots or lands pur- 
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chased, stating the sum paid therefor,including fees, and the time. 

when th,e purchaser will be entitled to a deed for the said lots ow 

lands, and if the person claiming the title to, said lots or lands des. 

gibed in said certificate shall not wilhin three years from the 

date thereof, pay to the treasurer for the use of the purchaser, his. 

kleirs or assigns, the sum mentioned in .  said certificate,, together 

with the interest thereon, at thp rate or thirty per centum per an-

cum from, the (tIreidate of such certificate,. the treasurer shall at -

the expiration of said three years execute to the purchaser, his 

heirs or assigner  a conveyance Of the lots or lands so sold, whioh 

conveyance shalt vest in the person or. persoes. to whom it shall be 

given an absolute estate in fee simple, and the said conveyance 

shall be conclusive evidence that the sale was regular according 

to the provisionedf this act, and every, such conveyance to be ex-

ecuted.  by, the treasurer under his hand arid in the name arid on 

the behalf of the (Own of potosi, and the ewecution thereef witnes - 

sed and, acknowledged as by law as in oilier cases provided may, 

be given in evidence, and recorded, in the same mapper and with 

effect as a deed regularly acknowledged, by the grantor may, 

be given in evideRce and, regorded. 

Sac. 29. Irk the month of July of each year, the treasurer shall 

publish in manner mentioned in last section an advertisement sta-. 

ting each lot and tract of land which will be forfeited in the enstb. 

lag November, (stating the day thereof) if the taxes and charges 

upon the same are not paid before that day, together with the 

amount ofsuch tax and charges. 

SEC. 30. 'nut all lots or lands, the tuxes on which shalt net be 

paid before the last day of August as aforesaid, and, which shall be 

advertised for sale for non-payment of taxes, shall be subject to w 

charge of three cents for each lot or piece (gland so advertised for 

the first advertisement, and for each lot or piece of land, which, 

shall be sold as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for th,e treasurer to de-

Fees of treas, 
mand and receive the following fees : For each certificate lobe 

Wert given to a purchaser at such sale of any lot or piece (of land4 

twelve and a halfcents; for certifying the sum necessary to re- 

deem any let or piece of land held for taxes, twelve and a half 

cents, and one dollar for each conveyance executed by him iu 

pursuance of this act; the said fees to be paid by the person re, 

tiveasever .  

mayertias. 
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"ceiving such instrainent of writing. The charge foi tbe second 
advertisement shall be ten cents for each lot dr piece of land. 

Sac. 31. That if any person who shall purchase any lot or 
Ipiece of land in pursuance of this act, shall pay any tax returned 

subsequent to such purchase, on bitch lot or piece of land, the per-
ion who 'shall redeem such lot or piece of land, shall pay thei 
amount of such tax with intereat at the rate of twenty-five per cen-
t:1m per annum for the benefit of such pu'rehaser. 

Sac. 32. The board of trustees shall cause to be summoned 
six -freeholders, Inhabitants of said toWn not directly interested, 
who being first duly sworn for that purpose shall enquire into and 
take into consideration the benefit and advantages that may accrue 
and estimate miasmas the damages that Would be sustained II 
the reason of the opening, extension or widening of any street, streetebow 
avenue, lane or alley, and shall moreover estimate the amount opened, &C. -  

Which other persons shall be affected thereby, all of which shall 
he returned to the trustees under their hands and seals; where.
upon the trustees shall levy and assess a special tax on the per. 
Sons so benefited, and the residue of Such damages, if any, shall 
be paid out of the town treasuty, and no street; avenue, lane or al-
ley shall be opened, extended or widened until the damages this 
assessed shall be paid to the persoa entitled thereto. 

Sac. 33. This act shall be considered a public act, and may 
'be amended, altered or repealed by any fature legislature, and 

shall take effect 'from and after its passage, and an act entitled 
." an [ace to incorporate the town of Potosi, in the cod nty of Grant, 
and for other purposes," approved February 19111, 1841, be, Eind 
'the same is hereby repealed. 

itPtito•vcb 'February 2nd, 1846. 


