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CHAPTER 8.

ELECTION OF JUSTICES, JUDGES AND SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS.

8.01 Definitions,
8.02 Election of justices, judges and superin-
tendents.

8.03 Notice of election.
8.04 Judicial elections, multi-judge courts.
8.05 Conduct of judicial elections,

8.01 Definitions. In this chapter the word
“justice” means a .justice of the supreme
court, ‘“judge” means a judge of a circuit or
county court, and “superintendent” means
the state superintendent of public instruction.

History: 1961 c. 495; 1963 c. 565.

8,02 Election of justices, judges and su-
perintendnts, (1) Every election for justice,
judge or superintendent shall be held on the
first Tuesday of April. The regular election
for justice, judge or superintendent shall be
held on the first Tuesday in April next
prior to the expiration of the term.

(2) If a vacancy occurs 90 days or more
before the first Tuesday in April, in the case
of a judge, the election to fill the vacancy
shall be held on the first Tuesday of the
succeeding April, and in case of a justice, at
the first judicial election when no other jus-
tice is to be elected. In either case, if the
vacancy occurs less than 90 days prior to the
first Tuesday of April, the election to fill the
vacancy shall not be held until the judicial
election of the next year.

8.03 Notice of election. The secretary of
state shall give to county clerks at least 25
days’ notice of any required primary and of
the regular election of justice, judge, or su-
perintendent, and the county clerk shall give
not less than 20 days’ notice of any such
primary or election to be held within his
county.

8.04 Judicial elections, multi-judge courts.
(1) When there are 2 or more judges of the
same court the notice shall state the number
of the branch presided over by the judge to
be elected and, if that branch has been desig-
nated by statute or court rule by a particular
name, by its name also.

(2) When 2 or more judges of the same
court are to be elected on the same day the
notice shall state the names of the judges
whose successors are to be elected and the
number and name, if there is one, of the
branch presided over by each. One ballot box
shall be used and the official ballot shall con-

tain the names of all candidates for such suc-
cessions, shall state the number of judges to
be elected and the number of candidates for
whom each elector may vote, and shall desig-
nate each candidacy as “For Circuit (or Coun-
ty) Judge to succeed ... , Branch No. ...
(name of branch).” Each elector may vote
for one candidate for each branch or judge of
the court required to be filled, and the per-
son receiving the highest number of votes for
judge of either of such branches shall be de-
clared elected.

8.05 Conduct of judicial elections. Elec-
tions for justice, judge and superintendent
shall be noticed, held, conducted and the re-
sults canvassed and returned in the same
manner as general elections. The ballots shall
be printed, furnished and distributed by the
county clerks, at the expense of the county, as
other ballots and so prepared as to indicate
the candidates to be voted for and the re-
spective office for which each is intended as
a ballot, substantially in the form prescribed
in s. 6.23 (16). All votes given for any
such officer shall be put in a ballot box, sep-
arate from that used for any other election on
the same day. The polls of election for such
officers shall open and close at the same time
that the polls are opened and closed for the
election of other officers who are voted for at
the same time and place, or if no other
officers are then being voted for they shall
open and close at the same time at which
they would be opened and closed, in the
locality in which they are located, at any
general election, Within a like time as pre-
scribed for the county canvass after a general
election, a board of county canvassers shall
be convened, who shall canvass the state-
ments received from the several polls in the
county and make a statement thereof, and
return the same as at a general election, and
they shall determine who are elected to such
offices within the county, except for circuit
judge, and the county clerk shall give to
each such successful candidate a certificate of
election, The board of state canvassers shall
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be convened on or before May 15, to canvass
the statements of votes received for justice,
circuit judge or state superintendent in like
manner, and shall have the powers and per-
form the duties in relation thereto, so far
as applicable, as prescribed in respect to the

canvass for state officers and all the provi-
sions of law respecting the qualifications of
voters, the conduct of elections and the can-
vass and return of votes at general elections,
except as otherwise provided, shall be appli-
cable to elections held under this chapter.






