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348 .05 Width of vehicles. (1) No person without a per-
mit therefor shall operate on a highway any vehicle having a total
width in excess of 8 feet 6 inches, except as otherwise provided
in this section . .

(2) The following vehicles may be operated without a permit
for- excessive width if the total outside width does not exceed the
indicated limitations :

(a) No limitation for implements of husbandry temporarily
operated upon a highway in the course of'perforrnance of its work ;

(b) No limitation for snowplows operated by or' for a govern-
mental agency;

(c) Twelve feet for farm tractors, except that the total outside
width of a farm tractor shall not exceed 9 feet when operated on
any Wisconsin highway which is a part of'the national system of
interstate and defense highways ;

(d) Ten feet 6 inches for snowplows attached to motor vehicles
normally used for the transportation of milk ;

(f) Eight feet 8 inches for urban passenger buses ;
(i) A realistic body width of '8 feet 6 inches for mobile homes . .
(k) Nine feet for loads of'tie logs, tie slabs and veneer logs, pro-

vided that no part of the load shall extend more than 6 inches
beyond the fender line on the left side of the vehicle or extend
more than 10 inches beyond the fender line on the right side of the
vehicle. The term "fender line" as used herein means as defined
in s . 348..09 .. This paragraph shall not be applicable to transport

348.02 Applicability of chapter . (1) The provisions of
this chapter restricting the size, weight and load of'vehicles apply
also to vehicles owned by or operated by or for a governmental
agency, subject to such exceptions in this chapter . .

(2) The provisions of this chapter restricting the size and
weight of vehicles apply to the vehicle and any load which it is
carrying except as otherwise provided in this chapter' . .

(3) Any owner of'a vehicle who causes or permits such vehicle
to be operated on a highway in violation of'this chapter is guilty

GENERAL PROVISIONS

348 .01 Words and phrases defined . (1) Words and
phrases defined in s . 340,01 are used in the same sense in this
chapter unless a different definition is specifically provided . .

(2) In this chapter the following terms have the designated
meanings :

(a) "Axle" includes all wheels of a vehicle imposing weight on
the highway, the centers of which are included between 2 parallel
transverse vertical planes less than 42 inches apart, extending
across the full width of vehicle and load

(am) "Certified stationary scale" means a stationary scale
which is tested and inspected annually for accuracy by the depart-
ment of agriculture, trade and consumer protection or, other autho-
rized testing agency in accordance with specifications, tolerances,
standards and procedures established by the national institute of
standards and technology and the department of agriculture, trade
and consumerprotection for- the testing and examination of scales,

(at) "Consecutive month permit" means a permit issued for- a
minimum of 3 consecutive months .

(b) "Gross weight" means the weight of a vehicle or combina-
tion of vehicles equipped for service plus the weight of any load
which the vehicle of combination of'vehicles may be carrying

(bm) "Personal watercraft" has the meaning given in s . . 30 50
(9d).

(bt) "Raw forest products" means logs, pilings, posts, poles,
cordwood products, wood chips, sawdust, pulpwood, fuel wood
and Christmas trees not altered by a manufacturing process off the
land, sawmill or factory from which they are taken .

(c) "Tandem axle" means any 2 or moree consecutive axles
whose centers are 42 or more inches apart and which are individu-
ally attached to or articulated from, or both, a common attachment
to iii vehicle including a connecting mechanisn, designed to
equalize the load between axles :

History : 1981 c . 312 ss 1, 2, 4; 1 985 a 202, 212, 332 ; 1989 a. 165; 1993 a 62,
4399

of ' the violation the same as if the owner had actually operated the
vehicle,

(4) The limitations on size, weight and load imposed by this
chapter do not apply to road machinery actually engaged in
construction or maintenance of a highway within the limits of the
project . .

(5) The limitations on weight, length and number of vehicles
in combination imposed by this chapter shall not apply to a combi-
nation of vehicles in an emergency towing ope r ation in which the
towing vehicle is being used to remove a stalled or ' disabled vehi-
cle or combination of vehicles from the highway to the nearest
adequate place for repairs, or in which the towing vehicle is an
emergency truckk tr actor temporarily substituted for a stalled or
disabled truck tractor . The vehicle owner' or the owner's agent
shall designate the nearest adequate place for repairs for vehicles
or combinations of vehicles exceeding the statutory length limits
or limits on the number of vehicles in combination . .

History : 1977 c 197 ;1979 c . 348 ;1981 c . 268,312,390; 1989 a 134;1991 a. 316
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semitrailer combination or as part of 'a double bottom or an auto-
mobile haulaway on a highway designated under sub . . (4) . .

(g) 48 feet for a semitrailer or trailer- operated as part of' a
2-veh icle combination ; except as provided in par, (gr) .

(gm) 28 feet 6 inches for a semitrailer or trailer operated as partt
of a double bottom .

(gr) 53 feet for a semitrailer whose length from kingpin to axle
does not exceed 41 feet and which is operated as part of a
2-vehicle combination on a highway designated under sub . . (4) .

(h) 65 feet for articulated buses operated in urban areas .
(i) ` 58 feet for a vehicle combination consisting of a -motor bus

and trailer owned and operated by, and for the exclusive use of a
nonprofit organization . This par agraph does not apply to trailers
used for transporting recreational vehicles . As used in this pata-
graph, "nonprofit organization" means any organization
descr ibed in section 501 (c) (3) of the internal revenue code which
is exempt'fiom federal income tax under ' section 501' (a) of the
internal revenue code .

(j) 66 feet for an automobile haulaway plus an additional over-
hang of 4 feet to the front of ' the vehicle and 5 feet to the rear of
the vehicle.

(2a) Tour trains consisting of' 4 vehicles including the propel-
ling motor vehicle may be operated as provided in s . 348 08 (1)
(c ) .

(3) : (a) The over-all length of a mobile home shall be measured
from the rear thereof ' to the rear of the vehicle to which it is
attached ,

(b) 1 . Except as provided in subd 2.. , the length of a semitrailer
or trailer shall be measured from the front thereof to the rear of the
semitrailer or trailer or cargo, whicheverr is longer, excluding
bumpers, stake pockets, air deflectorss and refri geration units..

2 .. The length of 'a semitrailer operated as the first trailing unit
in a double bottom consisting of 'a truck tractor and 2 semitrailers
does not include a :fi ame extension bear ing a fifth-wheel connec-
tion by which the 2nd trailing unit is drawn unless the frame exten-
sion is more than 8 feet in length .. This subdivision does not affect
the measurement of length from the front of ' the semitrailer to the
rear of the cargo,,

(c) The distance between a kingpin and semitrailer axle shall
be measured as follows :

1 . On a' semitt ailer having a tandem axle, from the kingpin to
a point midway between the first and last axles of ' the tandem axle. .

2 . On a semitrailer not having a tandemaxle, from the kingpin
to the center of the rearmost axle .

(4) The secretary shall ; by pule, designate the highways to
which sub (2) (f), (fin), (gm) and (gi) and s : .348 08 (1) (e) and (h)
apply. . The designation of highways under this subsection may not
be inconsistent with the designation of highways made by the U , SS
secretar y of` transpoctatiori under PL, 97124, section 411 The
secretary may also designate additional highways by rule ; : In
adopting a rule designating other highways, which may include
2-lane highways, the secretary shall specify the factors wh ich
resulted in the determination to designate the highways .. These
factors shall include, but are not limited to, safety, economics,
energy savings, industry productivity and competition „ Vehicles
to which sub ; (2) (f), (fm), (gm) and (gr) ands ' 348. 08 (1) (e) and
(h) apply may also operate on undesignated highways for a dis-
tance of 5 miles or less in order to obtain access to a designated
highway or to teach> fuel ; ' f'ood, maintenance, repair, rest, staging,
terminal or vehicle assembly facilities or points of loading or
unloading. . The secretary may, by rule, designate an access route
of more than 5 miles from a designated highway when the longer
route provides safer and better' access to a location which is within
the 5-mile limit . Household goods carriers may operate between
highways designated in this subsection and points of loading and
unloading

on highways designated as parts of the national system of inter-
state and defense highways pursuant to s . 8429 The exemptions
provided byy this paragraph shall apply only to single and tandem
axle trucks .

(L) Twelve feet for loads of hay in bales if the total outside
width of' the loads do not exceed the width of 'a single traffic lane
of ' any highway over which the loads ate carr ied This paragraph
does not apply to vehicles on highways designated as parts of' the
national system of interstate and defense highways under s . 84 . . 29 . .

(2m) The secretary, by rule, shall designate safety devices
which may not be included in the calculation of width under subs . .
(1) and (2) . . The designation of ' safety, devices under this subsec-
tion may not be inconsistent with the safety devices designated by
the US, secretary of transportation under PL, 97-369, section
321 . .

(3) OVERWIDTH FARM MACHINERY Farm tractots exceeding 12
feet in width and all other farm machinery and implements of ' hus-
bandry exceeding 8 feet 6 inches in width not being operated in
the course of performance of its work may be moved, towed or
hauled over the highways without special pe r mit between one-
half hourbefore sunrise and sunset on Mondays toThursdays and
from one-half hour before sunr i se to 2 p ,.m , on Frfdays . Such
overwidth machinery shall not be moved on any Wisconsin high-
way which is part of the national system of interstate highways
without special permit ..

(4) Notwithstanding sub (1), the secretary may restr i ct vehi-
cles to a width of less than 8 feet 6 inches on any portion of any
state or local highway if he or she deems such restri ction necessary
to protect the public safety . Any such restriction shall be indicated
by official signs.. If the secretary restricts vehicles to a width of
less than 8 feet 6 inches on any local highway, the local author i ty
in charge of maintenance shall be responsible for erecting the
appropriate signss on the local highway.

History : 1975 c . 50 ;197'7 c , 26 ;19' 77 c 29 s . 1654 (9) (b);1981 c 22;1983 a.'78,
508 ; 1985 a 187 ; 1993 a . 353; 404

348.06 Height of vehicles
. '
(1) No person, without a per-

mit therefor, shall operate on a highwayany motor vehicle, mobile
home; trailer or semitrailer having an overall height in excess of
13 1/2 feet, except as otherwise provided in sub, (2),

(2) The following vehicles may be operated without a permit
for excessive height f ' the overall height doesnotexceed the indi-
cated limitations :

(a) No limitation ` for implements of husbandry temporar i ly
operated upon a highway;

(3) The limitations on total height stated in this section shall
not be construed as requiring a clearance of such height or as
relieving the owners of ` vehicles not exceeding such total height
from liability for any 'damage,

348.07 Length of Vehicles . (1) No person, without a
permit therefor, may operateon a highway any single vehicle with
an overall length in excess of 40 feet or any combination of ` 2 vehi-
cles with an overall length in excess of' 65feet, except as otherwise
provided in subs : (2) and (2a).

(2) The following vehicles may be operated without a permit
for excessive length if the overall length does not exceed the indi-
cated limitations :

(c) 45 feet for mobile horries;
(e) No limitation :f'or implements of husbandry. temporarily

ope rated upon a highway,
(f) No overall length limitation for, atractor-semitrailer combi-

,nation, a double bottom, or an automobile haulaway when such
tractor-semitrailer comination, double bottom or automobile
haulaway is operated on a highway designated under sub . . . (4)

(fm) : No length limitation for a truck tractor or, road tractor
when such truck tractor or road tractor is operated in a ' tcaetor-
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a motor truck not exceeding 25 feet in length ifeach trailer or sem-
itrailer is 28 feet 6 inches or, less in length and the trailers or semi-
trailers ate being transported directly from a manufacturer to a
dealer or directly from a dealer to another dealer' .. The length of
the first trailing unit does not include a flame extension by which
the 2nd trailing unit is drawn .

(2) Whenever any train of agricultural vehicles is being oper-
ated under sub . (1) (b), the train shall be equipped as provided in
s ..' 347,21 (lm) and (2). Whenever any train of agricultural vehi-
cles is being operated under sub .. (1) (d), the train shall be equipped
as provided in s . .347 . .21 . (1) and (2) . The trailer hitches of a train
of agciculfural vehicles shall be of a positive nature so as to pre-
vent accidental release,

History : 1977 c 29 s . 1654 (8) (a); 1981 c . . 276, 2'7'7 ;1983 a . 78 ;1985 a 202, 209 ;
1 987 a 164; 1991 a 14, 39, 72'

State may not prohibit 65 toot double bottom trailers Raymond Motor T: anspotta-
fion,Inc ., v R ice, 434 US 429 (1978).. .

348 .09 Projecting loads on side of vehicles . (1) No
person, without a permit ther'efor', shall operate on a highway any
motor' vehicle,, trailer or semitrailer carrying any load extending
beyond the-fender line on the left side or extending more than 6
inches beyond the f'ender' line on the right side of'the vehicle„ In
the case of motor trucks, "fender, line" means the outer most limits
of the rear fenders, flare boards or floor of'the body, whichever
projects outward the farthest,

(2) This section applies even though the total width of the
vehicle and load does nott exceed the maximum permitted under
s. :348 ..05 .

348.10 Special limitations on load . (1) No person,
without a permit therefor, may operate on a highway any vehicle
or combination of'vehicles with any load thereon extendingg more
than '3 feet beyond the front of'the foremost vehicle, except as pro-
vided in s 348 .07 (2) (j), and except that a vehicle carrying another
vehicle equipped with a crane or boom which extends more than
3 feet beyond the front of the foremost vehicle may be operated
without permit if'the total length of'the vehicle or combination of
vehicles, measuring from the end of'the foremost projection of'the
load to;the rear of the rearmost vehicle, does not exceed statutory
length limitations

(2) No person shall operate a vehicle on a highway unless such
vehicle is so constructed and loaded as to prevent its contents from
dropping, sifting, leaking or otherwise escaping therefrom .

(3) No personn may operate on a highway any motor' vehicle,
trailer or semitrailer carrying logs unless the logs are transported
within a cargo body or are securely fastened to the vehicle by
chains,, steel cables or other' attachment devicess of equivalent
strength whose safety is approved by the department .

(3m) No person may operate on a highway any motor vehicle,
trailer or semitrailer carrying junk or scrapped vehicles unless one
of the following conditions is satisfied :

(a) Each junk or scrapped vehicle is securely fastened to the
vehicle carrying the loadd by chains, steel cables or other attach-
ment devicess of equivalent strength whose safety is approved by
the department, In this paragraph, "securely fastened" means that
each iiet of' junk or scrapped vehicles is secured by at least 2
chains, steel cables or other attachment devices across the axis of
its width.

(b) The vehicle carrying the load is equipped with stakes which
ate securely fastened by chains,, steel cables or other attachment
devices of equivalent strength whose safety is approved by the
department and the top of the load is lower than the top of the
stakes.

(c) The vehicle carrying the load is equipped with sides, side-
boards ox` side stakes and with a rear endgate, endboard or rear-
stakes,. These devices shall be of'sufficient strength and height to
prevent the cargo from shifting upon or falling from the vehicle .,
No device may have any aperture large enough to permit cargo in

348.08 Vehicle trains . (1) No person, without a permit
therefor shall operate on a highway any motor ' vehicle drawing or
having attached thereto more than one vehicle, except that :

(a) Two or 3 vehicles may, without such permit, be drawn or
attached when suchh vehicles ate being transported by the drives
away method in saddlemount combinationn and the overall length
of such combination of vehicles does not exceed 65 feet.

(b) Two trailers used primarily as implements of husband ry in
connection with seasonal agricultural activities or one such trailer
and any other implement of husbandry may, without such permit,
be drawn by a farm tractor if' the operation of ' such combination of
vehicles is exclusively a farming operation and not for the trans-
pottaton of property for hire and if the overall length of' such com-
bination of°vehicles does not exceed 60 feet ..

(c) "Tour trains, "' as defined in s .. 340,01 (67m), may, without
such permit, be drawn by a motor vehicle ' upon and along county
and municipal roads and streets and across state trunk highways,
and upon and along stateetrunk highways where there are no alter-
nate municipal or county routes or streets for such operation ,. The
following requirements and restr ictions shall apply to "tour train"
operations :

'- 1 Tour trains shall operate within a radi us of 10 miles from
the sites of' the beginning and ending of the excursion . .

2 . Tour, trains shall operate only along those portions of the
state trunk highway system approved by the department . .

3 . The towing vehicle shall be of ' sueh design and construction
that it will safely tow the unit at speeds up to 35 m , p .. h and the tow-
ingvehicle shall in no case be a farm-type tractor, but shall be a
motor, vehicle or i ginally designed and manufactured expressly for
operation upon public : highways .

4 Each unit of a "tour train", regardless of weight, shall be
equipped with brakes as provided in s . 347,35 (3) (a) .

5,- Tour trains shall be equipped with head lamps, tail lamps,
stop lamps, directional signal lamps and reflectors as provided in
ch . 347and -in compliance with these provisions as if ' the train were
a single motor vehicle

6 All hitches, couplings, safety chains or cables shall be in
compliance with s . 347 . . 47.

(d) Two trailers transporting empty pressurized or nonpcessur-
ized tanks used for hauling or storing liquid agricultural fertilizer
or 2 ,mplements of husbandry, including 2 empty trailers used pri-
marily as implements of ` husbandry in connection with seasonal
agricultural activities, may, without such permit, be drawn : by a
motor truck or truck tractor if' the overall length of'such combina-
tion of vehicles and load does not exceed 60 feet „ For purposes
of ' ths paragraph, "empty" means less than 20% fall.

(e) A double bottom may be operated on highways designated
by 'he secretary under s 348,07 ;4; . .

(f) A double bottom transporting dairy products from the point
of pr oduction to the first point of processing may operate on any
highway not designated under: s 348.07 (4) i f the overall length
of such double bottom does not exceed 60 feet .. If the double bot-
tom operates on a highway designated under s 348 07 (4), s .
348,07 (2) (f), (fm) and (gm) applies .

(g) Three trailers containing only warning signs used exclu-
sively for: highway. maintenance or construction purposes may,
without apermit; be drawn by a motor, truck if' the overall length
of' the combination of ;vehieles does not exceed 60 feet ,

(h) Two new trailers or semitr ailers to be used for transporting
farm products or livestock may, without such permit, be drawn by

(5) As often as it deems necessary, the department shall pub-
lish maps required for its own use and for free distribution show-
ing the highways designated under sub . . (4) and such other main
highways and other features as the department deems desirable ..

History: 1975 c . 2 '79 ; 1977 c.. 29 ss 1487g to 1487m, 1654 (9) (b); 19 7' 7 c . 418;
1979c. 255 ;1981 c. 159,176 ; 1983 a 20,78,192 ; 1985a , 165,187 ; 1987a . 30;1991
a, 39, 72 ,
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contact with one or mote of'the devices to pass through the apes- (a) The gross weight imposed on the highway by any one
ture., wheel or multiple wheels supporting one end of an axle may not

(4) All other provisions notwithstanding, no person shall exceed 11,000 pounds.,
operate on a highway any trailer or semitrailer when the gross (b) The gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels
weight of the trailer or semitrailer exceeds the empty weight of the of any one axle may not exceed 20,000 pounds . In addition, the
towing vehicle, unless the trailer, or' semitrailer is equipped with gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of'the steering
brakes as provided in, s . 347 .35.: (3) (a) and (b)' ° axle of a truck tractor may not exceed 13,000 pounds unless the

(5) The load imposed upon trailers or semitrailers shall be dis- manufacturer's rated capacity of the axle and the tires is sufficient
tiibuted in a manner that will preventt side sway under all condi- to carry the weight, but not to exceed 20,000 pounds,
dons of operation : (bg) In the case of a vehicle or combinationn of'vehicles trans-

(a) All items of load carried by any trailer, semitrailer or potting exclusively milk from the point of production to the pri-
mobile home, except bulk material such as sand, gravel, dirt not macy market and the return of dairy supplies and dairy products
in containers, shall be secured to, on or' in the trailer in such man- from such primary market to the fpm, the gross weight imposed
ner as to prevent shifting of the load while the trailer or mobile on the highway by the wheels of any one axle may not exceed
home is being drawn by a towing vehicle 21,000 poundss or, for 2 axles 8 or less feet apart, 37,000 pounds

(b) Boats of any type transported on a trailer : or semitrailer or, for groups of 3 or more consecutive axles more than 9 feet
being drawn by a towingg vehicle shall be secured in position at apart, a weight of 2,000 pounds more than is shown in par . (e), but
bow and stern by attachments of such strengthh and design as to not to exceed 80,000 pounds . This paragraph does not apply to the
prevent the boat from shifting its position on the trailer, or becom- national system of interstate and defense highways,
ing separated from the trailer while being transported thereon, (br) In the case of a vehicle orcombination of vehicles trans-

(c) The load carried by any trailer, semitrailer of mobile home porting exclusively peeled or unpeeled forest products cut cross-
shall be so positioned that a weight of not less than 35 pounds is wise or' in the case of 'a vehicle or combination of vehicles trans
imposed at the center of the point of'attachmentto the towingvehi- porting exclusively scrap metal, the gross weight imposed on the
cle when parked on a level surface, highway by the wheels of any one axle may not exceed 21,500

Hi s tory: 1983 a 78 ; 1983 a 192 s .. 304 ;1985 a 161 ; 1991 a.. 249 ; 1993 a 401 `pounds or, for 2 axles 8 or less feet apart, 37,000 pounds or, for'

348.11 Penaltyy for violating size and load limita- groups of 3 or more consecutive axles more than 9 feet apart, a

dons . ( 1 ) Any person violating s 348 ;09 or 348,10 may be `Weight of 4
;000 pounds more than is shown in par (c), but not to

required to forfeit not less than $10 nor, more than $200, exceed 80,000 pounds, This paragraph does not apply to the

(2) Any person violating ss, 348 .05 to 348
.08 may be required national system of interstate and defense highways .,

to forfeit not less -than $50 nor' more than $100 for the first offense (bv) In the case of a vehicle or combination of vehicles used
and mayy be required to forfeit not less than $100 nor more than primarily fm the transportation of'septage, as defined in s . 144,08
$200 for the 2nd and each subsequent conviction within one year (1) (a), the gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of`

His tory: 1971 c 278 ' any one axle may not exceed 21,500 pounds or-, for 2 axles 8 or' less
feet apart, 37,000 pounds or, for groups of 3 or more consecutive

WEIGHT axles more than 9 feet apart, a weight of 4,000 pounds more than
is shown in pu . (c) or, for groups of `4 or more consecutive axles

348.15 We ight limitations on cla ss "A" highways. more than 10 feet apart, a weight of 6,000 pounds more than is
(1 ) In this section: shown in par. . (c) or ; for groups of '5 or more consecutive axles

(b) "Class 'A' highway" includes all state trunk highways and more than 14 feet apart, a weight of 7,000 pounds more than is
connecting highways and those county trunk highways, town shown in par . (c), but not to exceed 80,000 pounds . . This para-
highways and city and village streets, or portions thereof, which graph does not apply to the national system of interstate and
have not been designated as class "B" highways pursuant to s . defense highways .
349.15. (c) The gross weight imposed on the highway by any group of

(3) Subject to any modifications made by a 1 st class city under 2 or more consecutive axles of a vehicle or combination of vehi-
s, 349 .15 (3), no person, without a permit, may operate on a class cles may not exceed the maximum gross weights in the following
"A" highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles unless the table for each of the respective distances between axles and the
vehicle or, combination of vehicles complies with the following respective numbers of axles of 'a group : [See Figure 348,15 (3) (c)
weight limitations: following]

3651 93-94 Wis.. Stats VEHICLES-SIZE, WEIGHT AND LOAD 348.15

Electronically scanned images of the published statutes.



348.1 5 VEHICLES-SIZE, WEIGHT AND LOAD 93-94 Wis .. Slats, 3652

Figure 348,15 (3) (c) :

Maximum gross weight in pounds on a group of-
2 consecu - 3 consecu- 4 consecu-
tive axles of liveaxles of five axles
a 2-axle a 3-axle of a 4-axle
vehicle or, vehicle or, of vehicle or

Distances in any vehicle any vehicle 4 consecutive of any 5
feet between or combine- or combine- axles of any vehicle axl
foremost lion of vehi- don of vehi- combination of having a co
and rear- ties having a des having a vehicles having total of 5 ve
most axles of total of 3 or total of 4 or, a total of 5 or, or more a
a group more axles more axles more axles axles 1110
4 34.000
5 34,000
6 . " 34.00(1
.7 34,000 37.000

7 5 to 8 35,000 38,500
more
than 8 38,000 42,000
but less
than 8 S

9 39,000 43, 000
10 40,000 43,500 48,500
11 44,500 49,500
12 45,000 50,000 5$,500
13 ' 46 ,000 50,500 60,000
14 46,500 51,5 00 60,500
15 47,500 52,000 61,500
16 48.000 52,500 62,00
17 49,000 53,500 63,000 .
18 49,500 54,100 63, 500
19 50,500 55,100 64,500
20 51,500 56,000 65,000
2 1 52,200 56,800 66,000
22 52,900 57,600 66 ,500
23 53,600 58,400 67,500
24 54,300 59,200 68,500
25 55,000 6Q000 69, 000.
26 55,700 60,800 69,5 00
27 56 ,500 6 1 , 800 70,500
28 57, 100 62,4 00 7 1 ,300
29 58,000 63.200 72,000
30 58,500 64,000 72,700
31 59,500 64,000 73,000
32 6Q000** 64,00 73,000**
33 64,000
34 6d,5W
35 65,500
36 66, 000
37 . 66,500
38 67,500
39 68,000
40 68,500
41 69,5(X)
42 70,000
43 70,500
44 71, 500
45 72,000
46 72, 500
47 73,500
48 74,000
49 74,SW
50 75,500
51 76.0 ( ()•+rs

*Maximum at 10 or more feet between axles
**Maximum at 32 or more feet between axles .

***Maximum at 34 or more feet between axles
****Maximum at 51 o r more feet between axles .

(d) Notwithstanding pat. (c), 2 . consecutive sets of tandem
axles may impose on the highway a gross load of 34,000 pounds
each if the overall distance between the first and last axles of'such
consecutive sets of'tandem axles is 36 feet or more .

(e) Notwithstanding pers . (a), (b) and (c), in the case of a vehi-
cle or combination of vehicles transporting exclusively livestock,
the gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of any one
axle or axle group may exceed the applicable weight limitation
specified in pazs . (a), (b) and (c) by 15% if'the gross weight of the
vehicle or combination of vehicles does not exceed the maximum

62,500
62, 500
62,500
62,500
63,200
64,400
65,000
65,700
66,900
67, 700
68, 900
7Q000
71,000
72 ,000
72,800
73,000
73,000
73. 000
73,000
73,000
73 ,()00
73 ,000
73,000
73,000
73,000
73,000
73,000
73,000
73,500
74,500
75,000
75,500
76,000
17,000
77, 500
78,000
18,500
79,500
80,00() ** * *

64,200
71 ; 100" 64,000

'72 ;200 65,000
73,000 65,500
73,000 66,(M 73,000
73,000 66,900 73.000 73, 000

. 73,000 67,700 73, 000. 13, 000
7 3,000 68,900 '73, 000 73, 500
73,000 7Q000. 73,000 74,000
7 3,000 71,000 93,000 74,500
'73,000 '72,000 73,000 7 5 ,000
73 ,000 72, 8 0 1 73,000 76,000
73, 000 ' 13,000 _ 73 ,000 76,500
73,000 73,000 73,000 77,000

' 73.000 73;000 73,000 77,500
73,000 73;000' 73,000 78, 000
73 ,000"* 73 ,000 73,000** '78, 500

74,000 79,500
74, 500 80,0()0* .*

75 „W0
75,500
7Q000
77 ,00O
77,500
78000
78,500
29 ,000
80,000
80,000
80, 000
80,000
80,000
80,000
80 ,000
80,000
80,000****

gross weight specified for that vehicle or combination of vehicles
under par . (c) . This paragraph does not apply to the national sys-
tem of interstate and defense highways . .

(4) Notwithstanding the possibility of increased weight on a
particular wheel or axle or group of axles due to practical operat-
ing problems, including, but not limited to, accumulation of' snow,
ice, mud or dirt, the use of ' tire chains or minor shifting of ' load, the
maximum weights set forth in sub .. (3) include absolutely all
weights allowable .

5 consecw 8 consecu-
Gveaxles 7 consecutive fi ve axles of
o f a 5 -axle 6 consecu- ax les of a a 8-axle
vehicle or, five axles 7-axle vehic le vehi cle or of

consecutive of any 6 con secutive of any or of any ve hi• any ve hi cle
es of any vehicle axles of any vehicle cle or com- or combine-
mbi naNo n of having a combi nati o n of hauling a biination of lion oLvehi-
h ides having total of 6 ve hicles, ha ving total of 6 vehic les hav- tieshaving a
total of 5or or more a total o f 6or or more ing a total of 7 ' to tal of 8 or
re a xles ax les more ax les axles ormope axl es more axles

80,000
80,000
80,000
80,000
80,000
80,000
80,000
gp,ppp . .
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way exceeding 60 per cent of'the weights authorized in s 348 . 15
(3)..

(3) Any motor vehicle whose operation is pickup or delivery
may pick up of deliver on a class "B" highway if the gross weight
ir!sposed on the highway by the wheels of any one axle does not
exceed 16,500 pounds, subject to the approval of'the county high-
way commissioner or, the county highway committee in thee case
of highways maintained by the county .

:History: 1981 c 312

348 .17 Special or seasonal weight limitations .
(1) No person, whether operating under a permit or otherwise,
shall operate a vehicle in violation of special weight limitations
imposed by state or local authorities on particular highways, high-
way structures or portions of highways when signs have been
erected as required by s . 349.16 (2) giving notice of such weight
limitations, except when the vehicle is being operated under a per-
mit expressly authorizing such weight limitations to be exceeded .

(2) Whenever the operator of a vehicle is ordered by the offi-
cer or agency in charge.e of maintenance or' by a traffic officer' to
suspend operation of such vehicle because of the damage such
vehicle is causing or likely to cause to the highway or the public
investment therein, the operator, shall forthwith comply with such
order'. .

Histor y : 1991 a, 316 .

348 .175 Seasonal operation of vehicles hauling
peeled or unpeeled forest products cut crosswise or
abrasives or salt for highway winter maintenance. The
transportation of'peeled or unpeeled forest products cut crosswise
or of abrasives or, salt for highway winter maintenance in excess
of gross weight limitations under s . 348 15 shall be permitted dur-
ing the winter months when the highways are so frozen that no
damage may result thereto by reason of such transportation . If at
any time any person is so transporting such products or abrasives
or salt upon a class "A" highway in such frozen condition then that
person may likewise use a class "B" highway without other limita-
tion ; except that chains and other- traction devices are prohibited
on class "A" highways, but such chains and devices may be used
in cases of necessity .. The officer's or agencies in charge of mainte .-
nance of highways, upon determination of such frozen condition
and freedom of damage to such highways by transportation shall
declare particular highways, or, highways within areas of'the state
as eligible for increased weight limitations .' Such declaration shall
include the maximum weight on each axle, combination of axles
and the gross weight allowed. . Any person transporting any such
product over any highway of this state under this section is liable
to the maintaining authorityy f'or' any damage caused to such high-
way This section does not apply to the national system of inter-
state and defense highways .

Hi story: 1983 a 531 ; 1991 a 316

348.18 Weight limitat ions apply to publicly-owned
vehicles; exceptions. Sections 348 . .15 to 348 17 and the pen-
alties for violations thereof'-also apply to vehicles owned by the
state, a county or, municipality, except when such vehicles are
being used for the removal, treatment or sanding of snow or ice or
when such vehicles are authorized emergency vehicles .

348.185 Empty weight to be indicated on side of cer-
tain vehicles ; rules. No person shall operate upon a highway
any motor, ttruck, truck tractor, toad ti-actor or motor, bus, or' a trailer
or semitrailer used in connection therewith, unless there' is
attached to of lettered uponn the left side thereof' a sign giving its
empty weight. The department may promulgate alternate rules
applicable to this section,

History : 1977 c . 29 s 1654 (7) (e) .

348 .19 Traffic officers may weigh vehicles and
require removal of excess load . (1) (a) Any traffic officer
having reason to believe that the gross weight of a vehicle is

(5) For enforcement of weight limitations specified by this
chapter ', the gross weight, measured in pounds, imposed on the
highway by any wheel or any onee axle or' by any group of '2 or more
axles shall be determined by weighing the vehicles and load,
either by single draft or multiple draft weighing on certified sta-
tionazy scales or on portable scales in good working order which
are tested in comparison to certified stationary scales within 90
days immediately prior to any weighing operation by the depart-
ment of' agri culture, trade and consumer protection or other autho-
rized testing agencies for- accuracy to within standard accepted
tolerances . The weighing operation shall be performed in accord-
ance with and under' conditions accepted as good weighing tech-
nique and practice . In multiple draft weighing the sum of' the
weight of respective components shall be used to establish the
weight of a combination of the components . It is recognized that
the weight, determined in accordance with methods prescribed in
this chapter, includes all statutory weights and represents the
momentary loadforce or reaction imposed on the scale at the time
of` weighing. Such weights include any var i ation due to the fol-
lowing factors :

(a) Positioning or tiltt of the vehicle on the scale platform and
adjacent bearing surface ;

(b) Momentary position of axle centerss with respectt to wheel
bearings and vehicle body ;

(c) Tempor ary distribution of loading on the wheel or axle ; and
(d) Miscellaneous variable factors of spring flexure, shackle

fri ction, clutch engagement, brake pressure, tire compression and
other variable factors.

(5m) ;The distances between axles and between the foremost
and rearmost of ' a group o f axles shall be measured between axle
centers to the nearest even foot, and when a fr action is exactly
one-half foot, the nearest larger whole number shall be used. .

(5r) Irrespective of' sub (5), in determining overweight unde r
sub , (3) the results of weighing by means of either portable scales
or certified stationary scales shall be admissible as evidence . In
all cases where a vehicle is weighed on a certified stationary scale,
axles less than 6 feet apart shall be weighed as one unit .

(6) At any state weighing scale where a vehicle is found over-
loaded the driver may request its reweighing at the same scale .
Upon ' reweighing the state officials shall supply the tabulated
weightt ticket to the driver, All weight tickets for any vehicle shall
be supplied to the court in case the matte r goes to tr ial

(8) (a) Unless the department provides otherwise by rule, any
axle of a vehicle or combination of vehicles which does not
impose on the highway at least 8% of the gross weight of the vehi-
cle or combination of vehicles may not be counted as an a xle for
the purposes of ' sub . . (3) , (c)

History: 1977 c.. 29 ss 1487p to 1487s, 1650m (4), 1654 (3); 1977 c 418 ; 197 9
' c: 326 ;1981 c . 312;1983 a.. 27, 345,486; ' 1985 a 202,332 ; 1987 a 1 ' 74 ;1989 a, 56,
70

Where atractor-trailer combination was too long and too widef 'or the scale, multi-
ple weighing of the separate wheel groups is permissible , . An overload permit is to
be disregarded where the total weight exceeded that specified in the permit. State v.
Trailer Service, Inc . 61- W (2d) 400, 212 NW (2d) 683 .
Sub. (Sz) applies only to determinations of overweight under sub . . (3) (b) 2 ; 1979

scats . [now sub , (3) (br)] State v . Consolidated Freightways Coop 72 W (2d) 727,
242 NW (2d) 192

Subs . (3) (b) 2, 1979 stats . [now (3) (br)] and (Sz) discussed, 62 Atty. Gen .. 100

348.16 Weight limitations on class "B" highways .
(1) In this section :

(b) "Class 'B' highway" includes those county trunk high-
ways, town highways and city and villagee streets ; or portions
thereof', which have been designated as class "B " highways by the
local authorities pursuant to s 349 15

(2) ' Except as provided in sub : . (3) ands . 348 175 and subject
to any modifications made by a city of the first class pursuant to
s .; 349,15 (3), no person, without ' a permit therefor; shall operate
on a class "B" highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles
imposing wheel, axle, group of axles, or gross weight on the high-

3653 93-94 Wis . . Stats . VEHICLES-SIZE, WEIGHT AND LOAD 348.19
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348 .20 Policy in prosecuting weight violations .
(1) It is declared to be the public policy ofthe state that prosecu-
tions for' overweight violations shall in every instance where prac-
ticable be instituted against the person holding the authority, cer-
tificates, licenses or, permits evidencing operating privileges from
the department which may be the proper object of cancellation or
revocation proceedings . . In instances where a combination of'trac-
tor and trailer or semitrailer is used, the person standing in the rela-
tionship of'principal or employer to the driver of the tractor por-
tion of the vehicle combination is liable for violation of'ss, 348,15
to 348.17 along with the owner holding authority, certificates,
licenses of permitsftom the state .. It is a violation of ss . 348,15 to
348.17 for the owner or any other person employing or otherwise
directing the operator of the vehicle to require or permit the opera-
tion of such vehicle upon a highway contrary to ss . .348.15 to
348:17 ;'This section shall not apply to individuals, partnerships,
limited liability companies or corporations whose principal busi-
ness is leasing, for compensation, vehicles including trailers and
semitrailers, but such prosecutions shall be instituted against the
lessee of the vehicle .

{2} The operator of 'a vehicle, as agent of the person holding
authority, certificate, license or, permit from the state or, as agent
ofthe owner ofthe tractor' portion of'a vehicle combination of Uac-
toi and trailer or semitrailer, shall accept service of 'a summons on
behalf',of'such person or owner

Histoly : 1977c. 29 ss 1487t, 1654(9) (d);1981 c. 347s 80(2); 198'7 a . 369 ; 1993
a 16,112,490

348 .21 Penalty for violating weight limitations .
(1) Any person violating s . 348,185 may be required to forfeit not
less than $10 nor more than $20 upon the first conviction and not
less than $25 nor more than $50 upon the 2nd and each subsequent
conviction within one year,

(2) (a) Any person who violates s . 348,17 (2) or 348 ..19 .(3)
may be :required to forfeit not less than $50 nor more than $100
upon the first conviction and, upon the 2nd or each subsequent
conviction within a 12=month period, may be required to forfeit
not less than $100 nor more than $200 .

(b) If the load on any wheel, axle or group of axles does not
exceed the weight prescribed in s . 34& 15 (3) or 348,16 or in a dec-
laiation issued under s ; 348 .175 by more than 1,000 pounds and
if' such excess can be reloaded within the normal load carrying
areas, on any other wheel, axle or axles, so that all wheels and
axles are then within the statutory limits, the operator' may reload
as provided in this paragraph, A total of 1,000 pounds per- vehicle
or combination of'vehicles may be reloaded under this subsection . .
If'reloading is accomplished and all axles or group of axles are
within the legal limits, no forfeiture may be imposed .. A vehicle
or combination of vehicles under this subsection which is not
reloaded may continue to be operated upon the highway, but a for-
feiture of $50 shall be imposed for failure to reload . This forfeit-
ure shall be paid upon the basis of the citation issued by the official
to the court named in the citation . Failure to pay shall subject the
operator to the penalty in par' .. (a) or sub.. (3) (a), Violations under
this subsection shall not be considered as violations or' prior con-
victions under par, (a) or sub. . (3) (a) or (b) .

(3) Any person violating s . 348 15 or 348 16 or any weight
limitation posted as provided ins 348,17 (1) or in a declaration
issued under s . . 348,175 or authorized in an overweight permit
issued under s . 34826 or 348 .27 may be penalized as follows:

(a) If'the weight exceeds by 1,000 pounds of less the maximum
set forth in s . 348„15 (3) or 348 .16 or posted as provided in s .
348,17 (1) or in a declaration issued under s . 348 175 or autho-
rized in an over weght'permitissued under s . 348 .26 or 348,27, a
forfeiture of not less than $50 nor more than $100 upon the first
conviction and, upon the, 2nd and each subsequent conviction
within a 12-month period, a forfeiture of not less than $100 nor
more than $200 .

Unpeeled 3001bs, 2501bs.
Other Hardwoods
Peeled 3501bs , 2251bs .
Unpeeled 325 Ibs, 275 lbs
(Pulpwood which has been cut 6 months prior to hauling is
considered seasoned )

(2) (a) Except as provided in par . (b), whenever after a weigh-
ing of 'a vehicle, and , load as provided in sub . (1) a traffic' officer
determines that the weight exceeds the limitations imposed by s .
348. . 15 or 348 .16 or ' any limitations posted as provided in s . 348.17
(i) the operator of' such vehicle shall not proceed (except to dr ive
to such place as directed by the traffic officer for the purpose of
reloading or unloading) until suchh portion ofthe load has been
reloaded or unloaded as may be necessary to reduce the weight of
the vehicle and load to comply with the limitations imposed by s .
348.15 or 348.16 and any limitations posted as provided in s..

' 348:17 (1), All materi al so reloaded or unloaded shall be reloaded
or unloaded and cared for by and at the ri sk ofthe owner or opera-
t or of t he vehicle :

(b) If upon weighing a vehicle transporting livestock a traffic
officer deter mines that the gross weight of,' the vehicle exceeds the
limitations imposed by s . 348,15 or 348 . 16 or a limitation posted
as provided in s . . 348, 17 (1), and i f ' the point of apprehension is 15
miles or less from the destination ofthe vehicle, the traffic officer
shall permit the operator ofthe vehicle to proceed to such destina-
tion without requir i ng thee vehicle to be reloaded or unloaded as
provided in par _ (a) , This paragraph does not apply , to vehicles
transporting livestock on the national system of interstate and
defense highways .

(3) No operator of a vehicle shall fail or refuse to stop and sub-
mit the vehicle and load to a weighing or to dri ve the vehicle to a
scale when directed to do so by a traffic officer except that a dual
purpose motor home is not required to stop at weighing stations
when it is being used as a motor home.. No operator of a vehicle
shall fail or refuse after a weighing to reload or unload as provided
in this section or to comply with the directions of a traffic officer
relative to such reloading or unloading , :

(4) Subsection (1) (b) shall not apply to vehicles transporting
` peeled or unpeeled forest products on the national , interstate or,
defense highway systems.

History : 1975 c 136; 1985 a . 202 ; 1987 a 1166

unlawful orin excess ofthe gross weight for which the vehicle is
registered may require the operator of such vehicle to stop and
submit the vehicle and any load itmay be carrying to a weighing
byy means of either portable or , certified stationary scales and may
require that such vehicle be driven to the neatest usable por table
or certified stationary scale except as provided in par . (b) :

(b) Any other provision of the statutes, notwithstanding, a vehi-
cle transporting peeled of unpeeled forest products cut crosswise
shall not be required to proceed to a scale more than one mile f rom

. the point of apprehension if the estimated gross weight ofthe vehi-
cle does not exceed the lawful limit . The gros s weight ofthe vehi-
cle shall be estimated by multiplying the average length oftheload
by the average height of the load in feet and then multiplying by
the average weight per square foot of load measurement and add-
ing this computed weight to the empty weight of the vehicle The
average weights per square foot of load measurement to be used
in computing the estimated load weight are given in the following
table : [See Figure 348 .19 ( 1) (b) following]

Figure: 348,19 (1) (b)

Softwood and Poplar Green Seasoned
Peeled 3251bs. 2001bs .
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(b) If'an overweight permit has been obtained under s .348 . . 26
or 348 . . 27, and the vehicle exceeds the weight stated in the permit,
anyy overweight violation shall be computed on the basis of the
weight authorized in the permit ., The amount of the forfeiture for
overweight violations determined under this paragraph shall be
calculated as provided in s . 348 . . 21 ,(3) . This paragraph does not
apply if' any other conditions of' an overweight permit are violated .

(3) The department shall prescribe forms for applications for
all single trip permitss the granting of which is authorized by s . .
348 26 and for those annual, consecutive month or multiple trip
permits the granting of which is authorized by s . . 348 27 (2) and
(4) to (13) . The department may impose such reasonable condi-
tions prerequisite to the granting of any permit authorized by s .
348 26 0 ,348 : 27 and adopt such reasonable rules for the operation
of a permittee thereunder as it deems necessary for the safety of
travel and protection ofthe highways . The department may limit
use of the highways under any permit issued to specified hours of
the day or days ofthe week. Local officials granting permits may
impose such additional reasonable conditions as they deem neces-
sary in view of local conditions

(4) Except as provided under s. 348 26 (5) or (6) or 348.27
(3m), (9), (9m), (9c), (10), (12) or (13), permits shall be issued
only for the transporting of a singlee article or vehicle which
exceeds statutory size, weight or load limitations and which can-
not reasonably be divided of reducedd to comply with statutory
size, weight or load limitations, except that :

(a) A permit may be issued for the transportation of property
consisting of more than one article, some or all of which exceeds
statutory size limitations, provided statutory gross weight limita-
tions ate not thereby exceeded and provided the additional articles
transported do not cause the vehicle and load to exceed statutory
size limitations in any way in which such limitations would not be
exceeded by the single article :

(b) A ' single tr i p permit may be issued for the transportation of
a 'load of implements of husbandry, consisting of not more than 2
articles, when the load doess not exceed the length requirement in
s . . 348. 07 by more than 5 feet. .

(5) The officer or agency authorized by s . 348 26 or 348,27 to
issue permits may require the permittee to file a bond, certificate
of insurance or certified check which, to the satisfaction of such
officer- or agency, saves the state .e and any county, city, village or
town through which the vehicle or article will be operated or trans-
ported harmless f rom any claim, loss or damage that may result
from thee granting of such permit or that may arise from or on
account of any act done pursuant thereto and conditioned to
require the permittee to pay for restoration to a condition satisf'ac-
tory to the officer in charge of the maintenance of any such high-
way any pavement, bri dge, culvert, sewer, pipe or other improve-
ment that may be injured by reason ofthe use of the highways by
the permittee . If' a permittee refuses to pay for' damage caused, the
officer or agency who required the filing of a bond may maintain
an action upon such bond . .

(6) The officer or, agency authorized by s.. 348 . . 26 or 348.27 to
issue permits : may require the permittee to file pr 'oof ' satisfactory
to such officer or agency that personal injur y and property damage
insurance in an amount considered sufficient by such officer or
agency will be in force to cover any claim for bodily injury or
property damage which may occur in connection with operat ion
under the permi t and for which the permittee is legally iesponsi-
ble . Proof' of' such insurance shall be required in the case of annual
permits for transportation of oversize mobile homes

(7) `:The officer or agency which issued a permit may, for good
cause, suspend or ' revoke such permit or ' may decline to issue addi-
tional permits or may decline to authorize the use of a telephone
call-in _ piocedure for any applicant af 'ter ' having given the permit-
tee or applicant reasonable opportunity for- a hearing.

(8) (a) Except as provided under par t. (dm), the department
shall charge the following fees for each permit issued under s .
348 . . 26:

348.22 Courts to report weight violation convic-
tions : Whenever- any owner or operator is convicted of'violating
ss . 348 :.15 to .348.17 or any ordinance enacted under s . 349, 15 (3),
the clerk of the court in which the conviction occurred, or the
,judge or municipal judge, ifthe-court has no clerk, shall, within
48 hours after the conviction, forward a record of'conviction to the
department . Forfeiture of bail or appearance money or payment
of a`fine is a conviction within the meaning of'this section .

Histor y: 1 971 c 164 s .. 83; 1977 c 29 s 1654 (7) (a) ; 1985 a 332; 1989 a . 31

PERMITS

348.25 General provisions relating to permits for
vehicles and loads of excessive size and-weight . (1) No
person shall' operate a vehicle on or transport an article over a
highway withoutt first obtaining a permit therefor as provided in
s 34826 or 348 .27 if'such vehicle or article exceeds the maximum
limitations on size, weight or projection of load imposed by this
chapter..

(2) (a) Vehicles or articles transported under' permit ace
exempt from the restrictions and limitations imposed by this chap-
ter on size, weight and load to the extent stated in the permit .
Except as provided in par .. (b), any person who violates a condition
of a permit under which that person is operating is subject to the
same penalties as would be applicable if that person were operat-
ing without a permit ..

3655 93-94 Wis. Stats .,

(b) If the weight exceeds by more than 1,000 poundss the maxi-
mum set forth in s . 348 15 (3) or 348, 16 or posted as provided i n
s: 348, 17 (1) or in a declaration issued under s . 348 .175 or autho-
iized in an overweight permit issued under s . 348,26 or 348, 27, the
forfeiture . shall be computed according to the following schedule
and in the case of` violation of s 348 . 15 (3) (bg) or (br) shall be
computed on the basis ofthe weights stated in s . 348. 15 (3) (bg)
OT ' (br) :

1 . . For the first conviction, a forfeiture of not less than $50 nor
more than $200 plus an amount equal to : 1 cent for each pound of
total excess load when the total excess is not over 2,000 pounds ;
2`cents for each pound of total excess load if '~ the excess is over
2,000 pounds and not over 3,000 pounds ; 3 cents for each pound
of' total: excess load if the excess is over 3 , 000 pounds and not over,

'4,000 pounds ; 5 cents for each pound of total excess load if the
excess is over 4,000 pounds and not over 5,000 pounds ; 7 cents
for each pound of total excess load i f the excess is over 5,000
pounds ..

2 . For the 2nd and each subsequent conviction within a 12-
month period; a forfeiture of not less than $100 nor : more than
$300, plus an amount equal to : 2 cents for each pound of total
excess load when the total excess is not over 2,000 pounds ; 4 cents
for each pound of total excess load if ' the excess is over 2;000
pounds and not over 3,000 pounds; 6 cents for each pound of' total
excess load if' the excess is over 3,000 and not over4,000 pounds;
8 cents for' each pound of total excess load i f the excess is over,

' 4,000"pounds `and not over 5,000 pounds; 10 cents for each pound
of` total excess load if the excess is over 5 ;0000 pounds .

' (4) For the purpose of determining a repetitious violator,,
r eceipt of 'a certificate of conviction by the department is prima
facie evidence of conviction . . In determining whether a 2nd or
subsequent conviction has occurred within a given 12-month
period, either the or iginal judgment of conviction in a circuit court
or a municipal court or the affirmance of 'xhe , judgment by an appel-
late cou rt, if' the ,judgment has been affirmed, may be counted ..
This method of counting is authorized to effectively reach the rep-
etitious violator and to prevent misuseaf ' the right of appeal for the
purpose of forestalling imposition of the penalties provided by
this section Forfeiture of deposit or payment of 'a forfeiture is a
conviction within the meaning of this section.

History : 1971 c. - 164 S. 83 ; 1971 c. . 278, 307 ;19'75 c . 297; 1917 c 29 s 1654 (7)
(a) ; 1981 c . 312; 1985 a 201,332

See note to 348 .25, citing East Troy v., Town & Country Waste Service, 159 W (2d)
694,465 NW (2d) 510 (Ct App . 1990)
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348.25 VEHICLES-SIZE , WEIGHT AND LOAD 93-94 Wis ., Slats, 3656

1 .. For a vehicle or combination of vehicles which exceeds
length limitations, $15 .

2.. For a vehicle or combination ofvehicles which exceeds
either width limitations of height limitations, $20 ..

2m, For- a vehicle or combination of' vehicles which exceeds
both width and height limitations, $25 .

3 . , For a vehicle or combination of vehicles, the weight of
which exceeds any of' the provisions of s . 348 15 (3), 10% of the
fee specified in par. (b) 3 for an annual permit f'or' the comparable
gross weight.,

(b) Unless, a different fee is specifically provided, the depart-
ment shall charge the following fees for the first permit and each
subsequent : or , revalidated annual or multiple tr ip permit issued
under s 348,27 except that no fee may be charged for the amend-
ment of a permit under s .. 348 27 (3m) :

1 For- a vehicle or combination of vehicles which exceeds
length limitations, $60 . .

2. For a vehicle or combinationn of vehicles which exceeds
width limitations or height limitations or both, $90 .

3 For a vehicle or combination of vehicles, the weight of
which exceeds any of' the provisions of s . 348 .15 (3) :

a If the gross weight is 90,000 pounds or less, $200 . .
b.. If the, gross weight is more than 90,000 pounds but not more

than 100,000 pounds, $350 :
c. If the gross weight is greater than 100,000 pounds, $350

plus $100 for ' each 10,000-pound increment or fraction thereof by
which the gross weight exceeds 100;000 pounds

(bm) Unless a differ ent fee is specifically provided, the fee for
a consecuti ve month permit is one-twelfth of ' the fee under par:. (b)
for an annual permit times the number of 'months for which the
permit is desired, plus $15 for each permit issued

(c) For the purpose of computing the fees under this subsec-
tion ifthe vehicle or combination of ' vehicles exceeds width limi-
tations or height limitations or both, no fee in addition to thefee
under par . (a) 2.: or tin , (b) 2'. or (bm) shall be charged if the vehi-
cle or' combination of vehicles also exceeds length limitations .

(d) For the purpose of`'computng the fees under this subsec-
tion, if the vehicle or combination of' vehicles exceeds weight lim-
itations, no fee in addition to the fee under par . (a) 3 ; (b) .3 . . or (bm)
shall be charged if'the vehicle also exceeds length, width orheight
limitations of any combination thereof '„

(de) For,the purpose of computi ng the fee under par . (a) for the
issuance of 'a single trip permit for `a vehicle or combination of
vehicles for, which an annual permit has been obtained under' s .
348 :,27 :

1 For size or' weight author ized by the annual permit, the fee
for a single trip permit is $5 .

2 . For gross weight in excess of ' that autho ri zed by the annual
permit, the fee is $15 for each 10,000-pound increment of f r action
ther'eof' by which the gross weight author i zed by the single trip
permit exceeds the gross weight authorized by the annual permit

(dm) If the annual permit for- a vehicle or combination of' vehi-
cles is suspended for, the purpose of protecting the highways and
a single trip permit : is issued for the vehicle or comb ination of
vehicles, the fee lot, the single tripp permit is $5

(e) The officer or agency author i zed to issue a permit under s .
348, 26 may require any applicant for a permit under s . 348 : 26 to
pay the cost of any special investigation undertaken to determine
whether a permit should be approved or, denied and to pay an addi-
tional fee of$5 per- permit if ' a department telephone call-in proce-
dure is used,

(f) Any local officer or agency author ized to issue' a permit
under s 348 : 26 of 348,27 may charge a permit issuance fee for
each permit issued under s . 348 . 26 and for the first and each subse-
quent or revalidated permit issued under s . 348 . . 27,. This para-
graph does not apply totheo amendment of a permit under s . . :348 . . 27
(3m) .

(9) If a permit under s . ., 348 . 26 or 348 . 27 is denied, suspended
or revoked, the permit applicant or holder may petition the divi-
sion of hearings and appeals for a hear ing on the matter within 30
days af 'ter ' the denial, suspension or revocation

(10) ' Notwithstanding any other provision of ' this section or ss .
348 .26 to 348 . . 28 ; : the department may enter into a reciprocal
agreement with another jurisdiction for the issuance or recogni-
tion of ' permits for oversize or overweight vehicles or, loads if' that
juri sdiction's laws or rules on oversize or overweight permits are
substantially similar to those imposed by this chapter .. Any permit
recognized by this state under a reciprocal agreement shall be con-
sidered a , permit issued under this section for purposes of this

.chapter or s : 347,26 ( 10)
Histocy : 1973 c 316, 333, 336 ; 1975c . 66 ; 1977c. 29 ss. 1488,. 1654 (8) (a) ; 1979

a _ 34, 221 ; 1981 c 20, 69, 215, 312 ; 1981 c . 347 s. 80 (2), 1981 c. 391 ; 1983 a ' 78
s , 37 ; 1955 'x, 212 ; 1987 a . 27 ; 9989 a . 35, 130; 1991 a 39, 316, 1993 a, 16.
Di scussion ofpenalty provisions for, weight and size violations. EaseTroyv.Town

&. Counuy Waste Service, 159W (2d) 694,465 NW (2d) 510 (Ct: App.. 1990) .

348.26 Single trip permits. (1) APPLICATIONS All
applications for single trip: permits for the movement of oversize
or overweight vehicles or loads shall be made upon the form pre-
scri bed by the department and shall be made to the officer or
agency designated by this section as having author i ty to issue the
particular permit desired for' use of' the particular highway in ques-
tion

(1 IY1 ) TELEPHONE CALL-IN PROCEDURE . The department shall
develop and implement a telephone call-in procedure for permits
issued under this section The telephone call-in procedure for per-
mits may not be utilized until permit information is computer i zed
to , ensure , inquiryy capability into the dataa base for' enforcement
purposes

(2) PERMITS FOR OVERSIZE OR OVERWEIGHT VEHICLES OR
LOADS Except as provided in sub .. (4), single trip permits for over-
size or overweight vehicles or loads may be issued byy the depart-
ment for use of the , state trunk ..k highways and by the officer in
charge of maintenance of thee highway to be used in the case of
other highways Such local, officials also may issue such single
tri p permits for use of state - trunk highways within the county or
municipality: which they represent Every single trip permit shall
designate the route to be used by the permittee . Whenever the offi-
cer :or agency issuingg such permit deems it necessary to have a
traffic officer accompany the vehicle through the municipality or
county, ateasonable charge f 'or such traffic officer's services shall
be paid by the permittee.

(3) TRAILER TRAIN PERMITS: The department and those local
officials who ace author i zed to issue permits pursuant to sub , (2 )
also are author i zed to issue single trip permits for the operation of
trains consisting of truck tractors, tractors, trailers, semitrailers or
Wagons on highways under their jurisdiction, except that no trailer
train permit issued by a local official for use of 'a highway outside
the corporate limits of acity or village is valid until approved by
the department.: No permit shalll be issued for any train exceeding
100 feet in total length . Every permit issued pursuant to this sub-
section shall designate the route to be used by the permittee .

(4) MOBILE HOME PERMITS Single trip permits for the move-
ment of oversize mobile homes may be issued only by the depart-
ment, regardless of' the highways to be used Every such permit
snail designate the route to be used by the peirnittee .

(5) VEHICLE TRAIN PERMITS. The department and those local
officials who are authorized to issue permits under sub .. (2) may
issue a single trip permit for ' not more than 3 vehicless being drawnn
or attached if the vehicles are being transported by the drive-away
method in saddle-mount combination .. No vehicle train permit
issued by a local official far use of a highway outside the corporate
limits of a city or village is valid until approved by the depaztment . .
No permit may be issued for any train exceeding 65 feet in total
length Every permit issued pursuant to this subsection shall des-
ignate the route to be used by the permittee .

(6) BnCxxAUt> PERMITS If an oversize permit has been issued
for ' an oversize vehicle or combination of oversize vehicles under
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this section or s . . 348..27; the authority issuing the permit may also
issue a backhaul permit to enable such vehicle or combination to
transport a load which does not exceed statutory size and weight
limits. A backhaul . permit may be issued only when an oversize
load is transported on the return tr i pp or outgoing tr ip .. The fee for'
the backhaul permit is $3

Hist6 ry : 19' 7 '1 c 29 s 1654 (8) (a) ;19 '7' 7 c .. 2'73 ;1981 c .. 20, 215, 312, 391 ; 1983
a . 78,

348.27 Annual, consecutive month or multiple trip
permits. (1) APPLICATIONS . . All applications for' annual, consec-
utive month or multiple trip permits for the movement of' oversize
or, overweight vehicles of loads shall be made to the officer ' or
agency designated by this section as having author i ty to issue the
particular , permit desired for use of `the particular- highway in ques-
tion . All applications under subs . . (2) and (4) to (13) shall be made
upon forms prescribed by the department . .

(L ) ANNUAL AND CONSECUTIVE MONTH PERMITS Except as
otherwise restricted in this section, annual and consecutive month
permits for, oversize or' overweight vehicles or ' loads may be issued
by the depaztment; regardless of ' the highways involved . .

(3) , GENERAL PERMITS For, good cause in specified instances
for specified construction or maintenance operations or for a spec-
ified period, the officer or agency in charge of maintenance of a
highway may allow loads exceeding the size or weight limitations
imposed by this chapter : to be hauled, on such highway.. No such
officer or agency shall issue such perits for use of ' a highway the
cost of maintenance of which is paid by a unit of ' govecnment other'
than the unit ofgovernment which such officer or agency repre-
sents

(3m), PERMIT AMENDMENTS FOR REPLACEMENT VEHICLES. . If a
vehicle for which a permit has been issued under this section is
removed from service or sold , the permittee may operate a
replacement vehicle of the same type and weight class for the
remainder of' the period for which the permit was issued or vali-
dated under- an amendment of the pe r mit. The permittee shall
apply to the officer, or, agency that issued the permit for- .theamend-
ment , The, terms of the permit, including any requirements
imposed by the officer or agency f 'or' issuance of' the permit, shall

, . apply ; to the permittee's operation of the replacement vehicle
under the amendment of ' the permit ' No fee shall be charged for
the amendment of a permit under this subsection ,

INDUSTRIAL INTERPLANT PERMITS ' The department may
: issue, to industries and to their agent motor ' carriers owning and
operating oversize vehicles in connection with interplant, and
fr om plant to state line ; operations in this state, annual or consecu-
tive month permits for the operation of such vehicles over desig-
nated routes, provided that such permit shall not be issued under
this section to agent motor' carriers or ' from plant to state line for
vehicles or loads of width exceeding 102 inches upon routes of ' the
national system of' interstate and defense highways .. If' the routes
desired to be used by the applicant involve city or village streets
or county or town highways, the application shall be accompanied
by a wri tten statement of' route approval by the officer in charge
of maintenance of the highway in question .

(J) POLE AND PIPE PERMITS Except as furthei' provided in this
subsection, the department may issue an annual or consecutive
month permit to pipeline companies or operators or public service
corporations for transportation of poles, pipe, girder's and similar
materials and to companies and individuals hauling peeled or
unpeeled pole-length forest products used in its business . . Such
permits issued to companies and individuals hauling peeled or
unpeeled pole-length forest products shall limit the length of
vehicle and load to a maximum of 10 feet in excess of' the limita-
tions in s . 348,07 (1) and shall be valid only on a class "A" high-
way as defined in s .. 348,15 (1) (b).. Permits issued to companies
or individuals hauling pole-length forest products may not
exempt such companies or' individuals from the maximum limita-
tions on vehicle load imposed by this chapter '. .

2 . . If ' the gross weight is more than 90,000 pounds but not more
than 100,000 pounds, $175 ..

3 . lithe gross weight is greater than 100,000 pounds, $175
plus $50 for each 10,000-pound increment or fraction thereof ' by
which the gross weight exceeds 100,000 pounds . .

(c) The fee f'or ' a consecutive month permit under this subsec-
tion for a vehicle or combination of vehicles the weight of which
exceeds any of' the provisions of s . . 348 .15 (3) shall be determined
in the manner provided in s . 348, 25 (8) (bm), except that the appli-
cable fee for an annual permit under par'. (b) shall be used in the
computation . :
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(7) MOBILE HOME PERMITS The department may issue annual
or consecutive month statewide permits to licensed mobile home
transport companies and to licensed mobile home manufacturers
and dealers authorizing them to transport oversize mobile homes
over any of' the highways of' the state in the ordinary course of their
business .

(7m) THREE-VEHICLE COMBINATIONS The department may
issue an annual orconsecutive month permit for the movement of
a 3-vehicle combinationn consisting of a towing vehicle and, in
order by weight, with the lighter of the towed vehicles as the 3rd
vehicle in the 3-vehicle combination unless not st ructurally possi-
ble, a mobile home or camping trailer and a boat trailer, motorcy-
cle trailer, personal watercraft trailer of all-terrain vehicle trailer,
if' the overall length of the combination o#' vehicles does not
exceed 60 feet and the towed vehicles at e, f 'or, the use of' the opera-
tor of' thetowing vehicle A permit under this subsection may be
issued only . by the department, regardless of' the highways to be
used . . The department may designate the routes that may be used
by the perrnittee , The fee for an annual permit under this subsec-
tion is $40 . The fee for a consecutive month permit under this sub-
section shall be determined in the manner provided ins .. 348,25(8)
(bm), except that the $40 fee for an annual. permit under this sub-
section shall be used in the computation . .

(8) EMERGENCY. ENERGY CONSERVATION PERMITS Dur ing an
energy emergency, the department may waive the divisible load
limitation of s . 348 .. 25 (4) and issue permits valid for a period not
to exceed 30 days for overweight vehicles carrying energy
resources or fuel or milk commodities designated by the governor
or a designee, regardless of the highways involved, to conserve
energy: Such permits may only allow weights not more than 10%
greater than the gross axle and axle combination weight limita-
tions and not more than 15% greater than the gross vehicle weight
limitations under ss . 348 . 15 and 348 . : 1' 6.. No permit issued under
this subsection is valid unless the overweight vehicle is registered
under' ch : 341 for the maximum gross weight allowed by the per-
mitand thedepartmentof' tt ansportation has been paid a permit fee
of $10 peg 1,000 pounds or fraction thereo f for the amount by
which such maximum g ross weight exceeds 80,000 pounds ..
Nothing in this subsection shall be const rued to permit the depart-
ment to waive the requi rements of s 348 .07 .

(9) POLE LENGTH AND PULPWOOD PERMIT (a) The dep3Ttri12rit
may issue annual or consecutive month permits for the transporta-
tion on a vehicle or , combination of vehicles of loads of wood,
paper. products, pole length andd pulpwood exceeding statutory
length or weight limitations over any class of`highway for a dis-
tance not to exceed 11 miles from the Michigan-Wisconsin state
line, provided that if` the roads desired to be used by the applicants
involve streets or highways other than those within the state trunk
highway system, the application shall be accompanied by a writ-
ten statement of' route approval by the officer in charge of mainte-
nance of the other ' highway .

(b) For a vehicle or combination of vehicles the weight of
which exceeds any of the provisions of s . 348 15 (3), the fee for
an annual permit under this subsection shall be one of ' the follow-
ing :

1 . If the gross weight is 90,000 pounds or less, $100 ..
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(9m) TRANSPORTATION OF RAW FOREST AND AGRICULTURAL 2 . The lateness of the harvest season for' the crops involved,
PRODUCTS The department may issue annual or consecutive 3 The weather'..
month permits for the transportation of raw forest products or for 4 '.. The effect ofthe increased weight limits on highways .,
the transportation of fruits or vegetables from field to storage or 5.. The effect of the increased weight limits on highway safety .,processing facilities in vehicles or vehicle combinations that
exceed the maximum gross weight limitations under s 348,15 (3) (c) No permit issued under this subsection is valid unless the
(c) . by not more than 10,000 pounds .. A permit issued under this overweight vehicle is registered under ch . 341 for' the maximum
subsection does not authori ze the operation of any vehicle or vehi- gross weight allowed by the permit and the applicant for the per-
cle combination at a maximum gross weight in excess of 90,000 mit pays a fee of ' $10 plus an additional $10 per ' 1,000 pounds or
pounds . This subsection does not apply to highways designated fraction ther 'eof ' for the amount by which the maximum gross
as part of the national system of interstate and defense highways weight exceeds 80,000 pounds . . Nothing in this subsection shall

(9r) Txnrrs POxrnT toty of SCRAP, The department may issue an be construed to permit the department to waive the requirements
annual or consecutive month permit for the transportation of of ' s . 348. . 07f
metallic or , nonmetallic scrap for the purpose of recycling or (d) The secretary may limit the application of permits issued
processing on a vehicle or ' combination of' vehicles which exceeds under this subsection to specific areas of the state, to specific
statutory weight or length limitations and for the return of the crops, or to specific highways . . A permit authorized underr this
vehicle or combination of vehicles when empty . This subsection subsection takes effect upon the mailing ofa complete application
does not apply to the transportation of sc rap on highways desig- andd the required fee to the department'.. A permit authorized under
nated as part ofthe national system of interstate and defense high- this subsection is valid for- up to 90 days, as determined by the sec-
ways retaazy

(10) TRANSPORTATION OF GRAIN OR COAL OR IRON . The depart- (12) TRANSPORTATION OF GARBAGE OR REFUSE The depart-
ment may issue annual ofconsecutive month permits for- the trans- meet may issue an annual or consecutive month permit for the

portation of loads of' giain as defined in s . . 127 Ol (18), coal, iron transportation of` gazbage, as defined in s . 144 . 01 (4) ; or refuse, as
ore concentrates or alloyed iron on a vehicle or a combination of defined in s 144 .43 (4), in aself-compactor equipped vehicle

2 oc more vehicles that exceeds statutory weight or length limita- which exceeds statutory weight and length limitations and for the
tions and for the return of the empty vehicle or combination of return of the vehicle when empty. A permit under this subsection

vehicles over any class of highway. for a distance not to exceed 5 may be issued for use on any highway within this state .
miles from the Wisconsin state line If the l'08dS desired to be used (13) VEHICLE TRAIN PERMITS.. The department for the state
by the applicant involve streets or highways other than thosee trunk highways or the officer in charge of maintenance in the case
withinn the state trunk h ighway system, the application shall be of ' othet highways may issue an annual or consecutive month per-
accompanied by a written statement of route approval by the offi- mit for not more than 3 vehicles being drawn or attached if the
cer in charge of maintenance of the other highway . This subsec- vehicles are being transported by thee drive-away method in
tion does not apply to highways designated as part ofthe national saddle-mount combination.. No vehicle train permit issued by a
system of interstate and defense highways , local official for use of 'a highway outside the corporate limits of

(11) AGRICULTURAL TRANSPORTATION EMERGENCY rsttMIrsS a city or' village is valid until approved by the department, No per-

(a) . If the secretary, after' consultation with the secretary of' agi i cul- mit may be issued for any train exceeding 65 feet in total length
tune, trade and consumer ' protection, determines that an a iicul- ` History: 1973 a 157,316 ; . 1973 c 333 s 190m ;1973 a 336;1975 a 25,285 ; 1977

p g c. 29 ss. 1488m, 1654 (8) (a) ; . 1977 c. 30 s. 5 ;1977 c 191, 197, 272,273,418; 1979
tural transportation emergency exists with respect to the harvest c . 34,315,326 ; 1981 c 20,69,163,215,391 ; - 1983 a 78 ss 32 [0 35,3T;1983 a 529 ;
of 'a particular, crop, thee secretary may author i ze the issuance of 1985 a 29 s 3202(3); 1985 a 202, 212 ; 1987 a 27; 1989 a 31, 35, 130, 305 ; 1991
permits to allow vehicles or combinations of vehicles which are a 258 ;199 3 a 62 , x3 9

transpo r ting crops from field to storage or processing facilities to "348.28 Permits to be carried . (1) Permits issued under
exceed the weight limitations under' s . 348 . 15 or .348 . . 16 by not s s . 348 . . 25, 348 . . 266 and 348.27 (1) to (10), (12) and (13) shall be
more than 15% of the applicable weight limitations .s carr ied on the vehicle during operations so permitted ,

(b) In authorizing the issuance of permits under this subset- (2) Any person violating this section mayberequired to forfeit
tion, the secretary shall specify in writing the factors which not less than $10 nor more than $20 for the first offense and not
resulted in the determination that an agricultural transportation less than $25 nor more than $50 for the 2nd and each subsequent
emergency exists . Thee factors shall include but not be limited to : conviction within one year .

1 ..' The extent of the uncompleted harvest ofthe crop involved . History : 1971 c: 27s; 1985 a 202 s 37.
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