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MOTION CARRIED
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Wzscon31 n
3696 Country Aire Drive

Sheep Breeders Cedarburg, Wisconsin 53012-9206
- ‘ COOPERATIVE ; 414-377-1491

Apri! 14, 1996

Assembly Agricuiture Chairman - Al Ott
Capitol Office Bldg Room 31 aﬁ
P 0Box 8953

“Madison wi 53?08

Baar Chammn ott:

e W scansm Shaap Breeders Coopsratws witha membershap of 357, at its annual
darch 30, 1996, ¢ conjunction with the 18th Annual Wisconsin Sheep
ference and Great Lak Dairy Sheep Sympusmm with ovar t 1 5@ in attm
pass% the fai inwim rasaiutson: - ,

' WHEREAS buth the Wfsconsm Housa and Senate haw passed Biil #251 which makes
~owners of sheep, goats md harsas along with swine liable if the animal ‘escape a
. legal fence, and
WHEREAS, adjoining Pproperty owners are rm:red by law to maintain a iagai fence on
one haif of erty line,and
EAS, , afaiegalfmhasbmmdeiessstnmtaatmstrm
iecfsﬁactvei eorxf ~

, ywas mmmte har@hsp to Wisconsin's 2, 300 shaop producars by
 the raspmsibmty of constructing and mamtasmrg a fence oapab%e of
reep ty’m th¢ simp 9roducsr and -

ihat in tha sp:rst of fa:rmss to all wncutture mtsrpr tses tha
, nsin Sheep Breedrs Cooperative urges the passage of a bill to eliminate
liability where sheep breach a legal fence due to an Act of god or malicious
attempt; or to include owners of all livestock liable for damages caused when
their amm:aie« eseaps a legal fence.
Thank you for your consideration of this resolution.
Sincerely,

WISCONSIN SHEEP BREEDERS COOPERATIVE

Sncretaryw‘freasarsr










Welcome to our second annual edition of Sheep Country.

Itsa magazme for those who love the country-style h e. And, it’s for all of us

‘who use sheep products in our daﬂy lives — and thats v1rtually everyone.

From the time you slide out from under your warm wool
blankets in the morning to whenyou sit downtoa 1'ow-cai
lamb Chop’ dinner or ease into your kshéepskin slippérs
after a hard day’s work, sheep are vital to our lives.

In this edition of Sheep Country, we will show you just
how sheep‘and sheep products make life better for all
Americans. Did you know, for example, that sheep waste
is used to reclaim contaminated soils? Or that sheep

control noxmus weeds that threaten to ruin mﬂhons of

We' 11 also mtmduce you toa few of the fascmatmg folks
who raise sheep for a living. Am_ong our favorite “sheep
people’f’ is Cora.Holmes, who with her sons set out from

Boise, Idaho, to begin a new life razsmg sheep on a remote

Alaskan 1siand Fourteen years later, Cora remains on the 1sland — w1thout '

a phone or regular mail delivery — but with plenty of wooly companions.

Read about Cora and Peep-Sheep, the lamb she saved, on page 16. Our
cover story, “Woman of the West,” features another remarkable woman sheep
producer, Cindy Siddoway. Unlike Cora, Cindy chooses to remain in Idaho,
helping to operate her family’s fourth-generation sheepranch.y

Tips on cooking great lamb dishes, a look at “what’s hot, what’s not,” a
heart-warming tale about a group of good shepherds who bring comfort to
‘low-income Minnesotans — it’s all part of Sheep Country.

We’d like to hear from you. If something in Sheep Country tickles your
fancy — or if you want to know more about sheep, wool or lamb — give us a
call at (303) 771-3500.

-Janice Grauberger
Editor in Chief










HE WORDS “WOMAN OF THE WesT” CON}URE UP IMAGES OF HARD WORK AND A DE'I'ERMINED SPIRIT. CINDY

SIDDOWAY COVERS ALL THAT AND ADDS TO IT A SOPHISTICATED STYLE THAT MAKES YOU BELIEVE SHE D BE
MORE AT HOME LOBBYING IN WASHINGTON, D.C., THAN SHEARING SHEEP. A ‘

 So which would she prefer? There’s s no need to choose, says the Idaho ram*het As far as she’s concerned,
today’s agricultural women can have it all. And she lives that philosophy, helping to manage the Siddoway
Sheep Co., lobbying on Capltol Hill, and movmg in state and natlonal circles to tell the hvestock story to the
movers and shakers. ‘

Cindy Slddoway ranches with husband Jeff outside the tiny community of Terreton, Idaho. The ]agged
Sawtooth Mountains are 35 miles west of the main ranch, and the rugged Tetons. score the skylme 100 miles
east of their front gate in what is generally known as Mud Lake. ‘

It’s a fragile land that is beautiful, demandlng, unforgiving and sometimes brutal But the ‘Siddoways
manage it with care, running 20,000 ewes and lambs on 25, 000 acres of pnvate land and some 250 000 acres
of pubhc lands in Idaho and Wyommg.r~ | . . ' ; -

“If we dldn’t ge' alon h Mothe: ure, our sheep ranch would have dled many years ago,” says ]eff

;'Slddoway. The 100-year-old ranchmg Gperatlon isa fourth-generatmn legacy Ieff and Cmdy plan to paf : along

to then' own three chﬂdren But equal to the legacy of the land is the famxly s wealth of knowledge and under—
standmg of the hlgh desert soils ’that rest on ancient lava beds . ' - .

The Slddoway Sheep Co waf«;

We ar mg for our yway,@f hfc, ?n’ tht
end, everyone will lose if agric ,;

~ “It comes down to basms ” )'eff agrees “When someﬂ:nng needs to be done at our ranch it has to be done as

“hard WOI'k and ﬁ'ugahty it takes
to keep a sheep operation alive.

qmc:kly and eﬂimently as possible. Nature won’t wait, so we have to deal Wlth that and the facts of canng for
the land and our animals on the range.” ' e

To Cindy and Jeff, ranching was never a choice. It was a way of life that began five generations ago. Cmdy
~ is a descendent of the Lairds, a iarge weﬁ-knovm Mormon family that hailed from Salt Lake City. As the city
began to grow, Cindy says, Bngham Young sent people to Idaho to raise sheep. Her great—grandfather was one

of those people, moving his family to the Dubois area. Her own parents raised only a few sheep along with

6 Sheep Countzy 1996







cattle and horses, but Cindy got the job of tending
- the bum lambs—Ilambs rejected by their mothers.
That experience cemented her love of sheép.

Jeff’s family emigrated from Salt Lake City

around the same tnne, but his famﬂy was already ,
involved in sheep production. The two families

crossed paths for years and Jeff and Cindy are now
the principal owners of the operation that once

included multiple families.

The two are equal partners in running the farm

‘and ranch, and they are part owners of a feed mill.
But Cmdy doesn’t restrict herself to home. It is just
as likely to ﬁnd her on an alrplane headed for
Washlngton,' it i i

mg permlts that. have been part of the‘ operatmn
for decades ; : ;
“People need' to understahd that our grazing
rights on public lands are very importént to us,”
Cindy says. “Many of the allotments we have result
| from generatlons of proof that we can manage the

land effectlvely Takmg selﬁsh advantage of that,

- 1osses of lamb and ewes to coyetes, mountam 110113

and other klilers

“Ranchers are becommg more and more hxmted
in what we can do to protect our herds,” Cindy
says. “We ﬁgh‘ty for our survival on the ranch and

again in Washington, D.C., where public policy

influences what we can do here at home.”

The Siddoway family is very political. They are
always going to hearmgs

a am involved in envzronmental pehtzcs ” Cindy
says “because I'm tired of being perceived as the
bad guy by the enwronmentahsts. We are telling

8 Sheep Country 1996

ﬁnsde the §§‘%@@§3 barn, Cindy discusses the

' day’s schedule with one of the ranch’s workers.

’ She is proud of ASP’ s 13 year‘h i ory a.nd the fa(,t '

that it is the natmns oldest ) ’
orgamzanon Workmg with her peers gives h‘ ra -

- chance to batﬂe for what she beheves is right.

“We are ﬁghtmg for our Way of life. In the end,
everyone will lose if agriculture dies. Mavbe that’s
why I work so hard at bemg involved; because 1
want my ciuldren and others to have opportumnes ,

in agncuiture if they want them. And because, if

I can, I want to make a substantial dlfference for the
future Of our mdustz‘y .




&wur..

=
=







Yime travel... imagined by many but achieved by only one: a group of MISSOUJ’I
 residents who recently took a 139-year trip back in time. It was an unusual jour-
. ney. Cold, muddy conditions caused by alt rnating rain and snow showers were
the standard forecast. Noisy machmery meant you had to shout to be heard. But after
~weeks of exploratmn, the gmup kﬂewn as River Salvage Inc. fmmd what it was after —
buried treasure. ~ ' ~
‘Buried 45 feet below a farmer s scybean ﬁeld just outsnie of Kansas Cxty were the
ins of the Steamboat Arabia. The - paddleboat sank on Sept. 5, 1856, after hitting a
sycamore tree snag in the nughty Missouri River. Heavﬂy loaded with homehteaders
supplies, the Arabia took 200 tons of ¢ cargo with her to a muddy grave.
~ When the relics were dug up aimost a century-and-a-h ; pnstme condmon
of the items left. the excavators i awe. Prices written in ink were still egible; foods and
hquors wer: pleasmgly palatable and the array of woolen garments were almost as
good as new. : ,
The cache of woolen ob]ects unearthed durmg the 16-week excavatlon included
25 palrs of long underwear 15 pairs of ttens 300 hats, 80 coats, 30 palrs of socks

radually ubmerged underwa o0 ,

“Many of those trees sat ]ust out of sight under the river’s surface said Hawley.
“They could easily pierce the ‘hull of any ship... and many of them did. The average
life of a Missouri River steamboat was less than five years.” :

Alﬂmugh a ship’s life was short-lived, the woolen items on board the Arabia were a

 different story. While the cotton items retrieved from the Arabia dzsmtegrated upon
cleaning, Hawley says the woolen garments held up well because of their proteina-
c¢eous nature.

The cieamng process is tedious but sunple.

“We purify our own water — a reverse osmosis process which takes all the i impuri-
ties out of tap water,” Hawley explains. “We then spi’ay a light misting of tize water on
the object and clean it with a soft paint brush.”

While the woolen objects on display are mpressxve Hawley says they comprise only
a small portion of those recovered. The larger remaining stock has been wrapped in
piastzc, hosed down with water and piaced ina freezer until they can be tended to.
Once clean, the items will be rotated with those on display, which need an extended
retreat in the dark to slow dewn the photo—agmg process.




T HEN THE NATURE CONSERVANCY

NEED. IIEILP CONTROLLING WEEDS

THAT THRE. EN TO (’ROWD our NATIVLV

GRASSES AND ENDANGERED PLANT

SPECIES, GONSERVANCY OFFICIALS CALL

_IN THE WEE EXPER‘IS —_— SHEEP

“They asked

: preserve for more th
“The sheep simulate the way elk
and deer once grazed the land here.”
Sheep are ideally suited to the
task, says Neil Havlik, executlve
director of the Solano Ceumy
Farmland Trust, which administers
the Nature Conservancy preserve.
“They are extremely flexible in
‘terms of being able to be brought in,
moved on, moved off and moved
around; and so it proves to be a won-
derful mechaizism ” he says. “We've
fmmd (sheep grazmg} to be Very,

12 Sheep Gounizy 1996

, 1s to pasture t e
- gmund to keep the growt ‘under

very cojnpatible with our goals.”
Thls has a 10’t to do w.lth‘ the nature

- “Sheep are much ‘much easier on
these wetlands {than other . grazmg

"beneﬁi Restoratmn prografns Very
i Oﬁen can runkmto hundreds of thouﬂ :

_In many ways, 1ts only namral

J vancy, t}us iand was used asa sheep :

ranch; and we continue to use it that

- way because of ﬂle value of sheep in

managmg the grasslands We wanted,
No. 1, to retain a relatmnshlp with

the agricultural commumty and with

‘our neighbors.”

This, Havlik adds, coincides with
the philosophy of the 588 ,000-mem-
ber international conservation group.

“The Nature Conservancy is com-
mitted to the preservatlon of agricul-
tm:al and mral hfeswles. This is a

389fnen of many Conservan
grams around the world : L

“The sheep operate:rs kn,
better, than e '

plant that we Want tc protect -
Havlik says the Nature Conser-

vancy is ex!z'emely pleased with the

results of this ‘cooperation on the
Jepson Prairie Preserve
“We have been very sailsﬁed I see

our relatmnsmp as a long-term one

of mutual benefit.” B
















e .

o e 4 : : T

o e . . i S S s
L

.

o
e
I

o




’W' Pnng hg;; ts oi the','
~ processors ﬁn‘ough the
ksmﬂiqng spray, 80 familiar

‘ i ~,“h0u ‘Whe‘ Ireachedhlm
’ kneehng n the grass beside a shwenng amb, so
-newborn its kﬂee{‘e was still bmght Grange A few feet




,‘,hls mouth ‘After a coupie
attem ts 'e ,grabbed the mp—
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But thxsw dlfferent Iargu‘d nconscio ‘Iy ma hahng my defens thls hme thef
‘ motherran away. Icouldn‘ ; t let the poor th i

car Our pes were alr 'ady sky high ,
@ erfor more affecnonate than. k'baby 1amb Randall

. ) evemng of e thiid day efore they we able
- ythen, the lamb had ma i

: gh the door, t:u‘ed and hungry, th la 'h;mse to the o
:  far beyond my expeciatlons As if he
I, he | ﬁ“my 31de and greeted the newcamers with

< exclaimed. “He Iocks pretty
hveiy to me.” Then he sniffed

. While : and Chuck how we had rescued the lamb,
 Igotup dnd cleared the table. ‘The 1amb~' followed me back and forth to the sink, stay-
ing as close to my knee as he could get. Even when I oniy went a few steps, he was
still right there. :

“This little guy thinks he s a person, " I said, sxdestpppmg sol wou}dn t run over him.

“Yes, he’s a people sheep now,” Milt grumbled. “He’ll never be anything else.” He
snapped his fingers. “Come here, People-Sheep, get out of Mama’s way.” Scooping up
the lamb, he carried him to his box. “What do you think, Mom? Shall we call him
‘Peep’ for short?” , "

“I like it,” Randall chimed in.

“Sounds good to me,” Chuck agreed. '

Peep-Sheep it was. ' E

Reprinted courtesy of Reiman Publications, L.P. For a copy of Cora Holmes book, Good-Bye,
Boise. . . Hello Alaska, send $17.99 to Country Books; PO. Box 990; Greendale, WI 53129.
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an,., snuggle under a wooi~ﬁlled comforter
presented to them by the Southeast
Minnesota Sheep Producers Association.

22 Sheep Country 1996

‘me a donation mght on the,spo
~ Field visited the St. Paul tel vzslon statmn
“and told the news director about the project.
A few days later, a reporter and cameraman
visited Field at her Sweet Meadow Falm
and spent two hours interviewing her and
~ Wayne Busch about the project.
he reporter said 1 Would need a phone number that

 viewers could call and a place where donations could

be sent. Before they left, they gave me a donation.”

_ Field called the Bank of Zumbrota, which agreed to
accept project donations. The Zumbrota Telephone
Company donated an office and the use of a telephone
number for a week. '




thz entire program. No one has more enﬁausmsm fo:r the
sheep mdustry than Alice.”

- The project was lauded by the Amenca_n Sheep
Industry Association.

“Sheep producers tend to be good nelghbors and
care deeply about their communities,” said ASI President
Steve Raﬁopoulos of Cralg, Colo. “This is a steﬂar example
of that good will at wor

The southeast Minnesota producers group plan to con-
tinue the project in 1996.

“This was a tremendous undertaking,” said Dan Pesch.
“It took a lot of energy, time and planning to get it together.”

However; they outcome was well worth the work.

“This was one of the most gratifying experiences I've
ever been involved in,” Pesch adds. “This project and the
generosity of the public affected me very deeply. The
response was overwhelming.” |




; ite or light, medium or dark
'gfay, or dyed yams af blue k, green or brown. In spin-
ning the yarns, some natural lanolin is left in the wool,
which makes the mittens softer and more weather—res:stant
-— characteristics Maine fzshermen have long appreciated.
The kit sells for $19.95, including postage and handling. No
credit cards, please. Order by wrsimg Bartlettyams Inc.; Box
364; Harmony, ME 04942,

Natural Bedroom of Sebastopo Calif., can make up
your bed with aima’turai wool from top to bottom.

24 Sheep Country 1996

queen comforters, encasedt 'ur}bleached dye«ffee mus!m,
cost $226; and a queen- ized wool pad is $242. The
Natural Bedroom; 175 N. Mam St.; Sebastopol, CA 95472:
(707) 823-8834.

Dill and Demse Russell dadn’t feel so well after spraymg
sttc:des on the orchards that surround their home.

un Juice Company of Dolores,

Coio figured

that folks might

feel the same




itat;an—sty e, such as Peconno Tuscano orfFresco but she s
developing others including a bl euy sheep cheese She sells
at farm markets and direct for $15 a pound; wheels are
%12 a 'pound: For a price list and brochure, contact
Beﬂweiher Farms; 9999 Ve ley Ford Road; Petaiuma, CA
94952; (707) 763-2443.

#=he City of 10,000 Buddhas, located 100 miles north of
- San Francisco, had a thorny problem. The 50 acres of

( ustfy Far free cop;es,
- an Sh 10 yAssoc;at:on 6911 S.
Yosem:te St Englewood CO 801 , ,‘(303) 771-3500. = ®
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prominent plants act as natural bug repellents for .
their neighbors. .. ‘

While the landscaping and the store’s goods provide
a calming colorfest for the eye, Elich offers another ,
form of stress busting which thousands of people have

28 Sheep C’ountt;v’lg%

_supplies and merchandise
for sale. Yarn, mohair,

. majority of the store’s
inventory. Completed
- goods for purchase
‘include handknitted
- sweaters, socks, scarves,
s and sundry knick knacks.
‘While much of the yarn and mohair Elich stocks is
mported from Umg’uay, Peru, Brazil, Germany, Italy,

Ireland and England, her favorite — not to mention

e s -selling yarn — is produced in the
United States. It’s from the Brown Sheep Woolen
Mill in Mitchell, Neb. The yarn has such a strong
following that Elich organizes for her students
annually an all-day field trip to the family-owned




heads. Featuring intricate geometric patterns and eye atck ng colo
like purple and green to autumn oranges and browns, the s '

or Birkenstock sandals — or Just lounging on a chilly m:ztefs day. Harris : vmer 0) ' West .
Woolies in Wallingford, Vt., also makes lighter-weight socks to show off with summer sandals.

 Jeri Harris of Vermont turns out custom-ordered, sznd«knit sﬂ"ks»,that ane guamnt ed

All socks are made with wool Jrom the Shetland sheep and crossbreeds that she an
McMahon have raised on their farm for the past three years. At $48 a pair, the socks arei
vidualized works of art. Order from West Hill Woolies; RR1, Box 418; Wallingford, VT 05773.
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Thtr‘d let's d:swas behavsor' clqam, noaL QW:@ of ¢ gour
sheep As you row know sheep are TNTENSELY stupid, not fo pat
too %ne a pom on T}u:s resuffs in thein gjor activities beznq
D) stonding cround bacing at nofhmg, 2) relievi ing themselves
constantiy: and 3) jumping fences, causing you to inferrapt
your busy schedlule of wattching goff on TV (more on that later)
and go outside with variods smep-r‘oundup tools such as a
bucket rope and shotgun (Kicding!) and chase Hhern (the sheep)
cround in random directions shouting mindess things ke ‘GITT
antil seconds before you feel like gou wil seream, they continue

28 Sheep C’ounay 1996

, TiH{ﬁfemar’e mtfafsonn@peﬂemsﬁmom ,gour‘ heepfio ;
, fike it is we biz ' |

yodr ,’%8“ etis aﬁsgsa 38%

F’Fﬁ\ r*oundapgoar‘::he ; bgpufmgamndmamoarﬁo?
‘?eedmfooneo?%hebud@smdpomngmos%o?ﬁ mio%he
floor before you notice that the sheep has knocked the feed
?mugh down AGATA, Just s it has for the past three million
times ina ROW. :

Halfer gour sheep. You %gme out how,

qug You're now ready 1o lead There are a few ways fo

bod@newcgisfowmpfhehaﬁeﬂegshammdgowm,

| grab the hatter pert on gbur‘ sheep's-head, and pall antil you pull




mac , ng on ar‘ecx some insane

le ocll The Go Button” This
cma s mxenﬁﬁc mme is the anteri-
or poﬁukﬁebbe (see diagram).

k . The sheep wil g’o‘ just sidewdgs{
. backWuhds or straight up.Wher‘e

wusfeap@oduaf»coafed plec
Smehow come. fo a hc:x

‘ ai' sheep Remo € hm‘er*
k Go made, stil seefhmg Tam
on TV to golf or some ecgially
oomng program, such as the Horme
Shopping Network. Watch until
you fall csleep.

Latter that evening, go fo a win-
dow facing the sheep pen and press
your forehead 1o the glasss. Snert Do
50 antilgour mother tels gou to sit
down and firish your diimer
So there gou have it — how
1o train asheep. Now T must
sheep-ishly sign off Thank “ewe”
for your fime. E




Gover and cook 15 to 20 m

d gravy; heat through.

ary,
teaspoon dried rose-
- mary, crushed
: tablespoon water
cup California easpoons cornstarch
7 _a«ndei‘ wine or _cups hot Cdo}(ed rice or
white grape juice - rice pilaf (optional)
2-3 teaspoons sugar ' ‘

ctarines, pitted

Trim chops and sprinkle lightly with salt and pepper if desired. Grill over moder-
ate coals for 5-6 minutes per side or to desired doneness. Chops also can be broiled
4 inches from heat for the same amount of time. : : '
Meanwhile, prepare nectarine sauce by combining in a medium saucepan sliced
nectarines, Zinfandel wine or grape juice, sugar and rosemary. Bring to boiling;
reduce heat. Cover and simmer for 3 minutes. Combine the water and cornstarch;
 stir into nectarine mixture. Gook and stir until thickened and bubbly. Cook and stir
 for 2 minutes more. Serve chops with nectarine sauce and hot rice or pilaf if desired.










