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January 2, 1995

Mr. Alvin Ott
Room 318 North
State Capital

Box 8953

Madison, Wi. 53708

Dear Sir:

WE are wrltlng to u the Cogglns test requirement
' t extremely high, the
almost all of the horses
, t! at require such testing.
There are many cr*ﬁhown in small
shows that do se can't be included

has a horse
ion horse

numbers

Dédicated to the Preservation ian Type and Standard “ Durral 2161
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L P,
Mr. Alvin Ott, Representative \,Q/

Chair Assembly Agriculture Commlttee
P 0 Box 8952
Madison, Wi 53708

i

ﬁear Mr. Ott:

Please consider bringing AB589 up for a hearing. Horse pecp1e~in this
area are all for the bill.

1 presented AB589 to the annual.meetlng of the Wisconsin Draft Horse &
Mule Ass!'n meetzng. They gave a unanimous vote for the passing of the
bill., : :

This assaalatzon is a nonprofit organization that puts on 2 ‘horse demo-
strations of yesterday each year., In 1995 there were approximataly 5,000
people attendlng at no charge to them, no entry charge, no parking fee.
The associations Horse & Mule peeple ds this work voluntarily for the
public,;

There were seme members that did not come because of the EIA test. They
refused to test because the horses across the fence from their horses
were not tested. It is hurting the members taking part in this worth
whlle enterta1nmant°

When & young boy or girl tells their mother, this is great" it makes
our work all worth while, Thelr smlles are our reward,

 pted to 1nf';mkthe public about A3589 by sendlng attached
article to approximately 60 newspapers.

At your May 17th hearing both Tom Howard & Don 0!Connor agreed with
you there was no reason not to eliminate the whole thing., AB589 does
this wathout taking away the safeguards the horse 1ndustry needs,

Your excellent cooperatlon in the past and on thls bill is truly
appreciated. I hope some day I can vote for you as governor of our

state,
(ot 10 R e , | Cord;i};y yo
OO , s '
alab et O prpenes ﬂ

Lamoine Peabody
y | 152} Hwy N
enf¢9z¢4§;4§a¢i;;aa/ Roberts, g} 520§3h
‘ Phone: 715/796-55L2
el .




Views on EIA and Ass‘embly Bill #589
(Copy of Assembly Bill #589 attached)

In 1995 we asked the Wisconsin legislature to cut the EIA testing to once a year, then to
consider eliminating it for local events. Effective August Ist, 1995, horses only needed

to be tested once a year. The 1995 test is good through January 1996. Your voice was
heard and our good legislature respondexi Proof that they listened is Assembly Bill #589,
mtroduced October 2nd and has not come out of committee yet.

Pleasc read carefully, this Bill; it is exactly what horse people want’ A lot of you are
asking yourself how you can help get this Bill passed At this point I would say call or
write your representatives and senator to express your desire for passage. Have your
representative request a hearmg on Assembly Bill #589. Watch thls paper for a notice of

Assembly Bill #589 does not change our real safe guards. The EIA test is needed to cross
state lines. It does not change the DATCP power over sale barns to require an EIA test.
It does not change the handling of EIA positive horses. It does not prevent you from
demandmg an EIA test when buying a horse. It does allow event sponsors to require an
EIA test if they desxre It simply takes the red tape away of unnecessary paper work of
record keeping and extra people checking at events. Also needless expense for the horse
owners and for the statc to enforce, plus it saves the state Iab runmng over 30,000

' ~~ , I cannot gus‘nfy
requiring them Gomg back thc year before, all tt 1sconsm 4-H kids having to have a
isa good example of the needlessne of the test There were over

Nationally the past 3 years the percentage of positivc horses to the number tested, has
kept going down each year. Nationally there is less than 1% of horses in the U.S. that are
positive based on 1,057,377 tested. There is only 1 state that is slightly over 1% (and
that is 1.3%), and only 4 states over .5%. National in 1994 there was .18% and
Wasconsm was .13%

EIA has been around approximately 150 years, the test a little over 20 years. Where is
the need for needless laws?

Every state in the U.S. has a law that restricts movement of horses between states without
a test! Enforce this law and get the bureaucracy out of Wisconsin law as Assembly Bill
#589 does.



Views on EIA and Assembly Bill #589
Page 2

I our aiau, DATCP wants to protect LIA from spreading within 1he state of Wzsconsm
there are things they can do! As a suggestion:

e Put out a bulletin to 4-H kids and horse pcople on how to keep it from spreading via
horse and deer flics and needles.

e Be sure local Vets follow up on horses that show clinical signs of EIA in the early
stages, (per Dr. O'Connor’s Country “l‘oday"s article).

. Have the state respond as ﬂlmoxs does when a positive horse is found Chuck all area
~horses! ~ ~

e Go furtheri in handlmg posmve EIA horsas f If it was a meat animal it would have to
~ be euthanized. ’

Put more enforcement of laws on horses coming into the state.

- Unknown forces have made attempts in Wisconsin to increase EIA laws over the years.
These forces have had various amounts of success in other states in addition to
Wlsconsm smce 1990. Don’t expect these forces to be sleeping on this law; get your
embe es: ne- fourth of the h:l]s mtroduced are. paqqed and

There is no vaccine for EIA! The “Coggins or Elisa” test does not prevent EIA! The test
does tell you if your horse was infected the day the blood was drawn. If ‘your horse was
 recently exposed, it would not show up on the test; also it could be exposed the next day.

- The test 1s accurate only when the circumstances are in place. Therefore, the test is not a
good contmi measure. 1t could be if every Wisconsin horse was tested and a follow-up
test in 2 months, and all positive horses euthanized. Then we would have to keep all
illegal horses out of Wisconsin; some thing we have never been able to do! Laws do not
protect your horse. Your common sense will. Pass Assembly #589!

Sincereiy,

[N

P2ttty ﬁ

Lamoine Peabody
1524 Hwy N
Roberts, WI 54023
(715)796-5542




o halrman,;
~ Room 318
‘ Madlson,

,_ltol

1 ] request that your commlttee klndly hold a'fif:
~ ghearlnggfor Assembly 8111_589 whlch relates to testlng for .
equ1ne 1nfect ous a';m;a.-k o / ; -

: AB}589 lskstrongly supported throughout the state by thousands “§f ;
of horse owners. The bill is also supported by the Wlscon31n araft,if*'
,Hcrse and Mule As<oc"tlon.f‘"

Please schedule a Pub11c  fj3,

Thank you for,yaurkconSLderatlen,
ing for ! ' D5 ~ If you”haverany concerns

i_Represeg atlve to the Assemblyf
,‘Outagamlekand Waupaca Countles,
,“State of Wlsc0n81n ' «

‘%WDL/mm

CC:g‘Rep DuWayne Johnsrud
o kﬁcrse Gwnersf ‘

Q ice: 302 North, State Capitol PO. Box 8952, Madison, WI53708 (608) 266-3794
' D;sg;xgg, Route 1, Bear Creek, WI 54922 - (715) 752-4040
: Leglslanve Hodme. 1- 800-362-WISC (9472)



Chairman: ‘ ‘ Member:

. Agriculture Committee , Environment & Utilities
: ’ Government Operations
Natural Resources
Rural Affairs

Al Ott

State Representative ® 3rd Assembly District

January 25,

£

State Representatlve William Lorge
302 North, State Capitol
INTERnDEPARTMEN L

i Thank you for your letter requestlng a hearlng on Assembly
 Bill 589 relatlng to testing for equine infectious anemia (EIA).

With all due respect, at this point I am not inclined to
schedule a hearing on AB 589.  As ~you may already know,
Clearinghouse Rule 95-013 was submitted to the Legislature by the
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) on
April 19, 1995, This rule was not changed at all by the
Leglslature and it went into effect on August 1, 1995. CR 95-013

changed the EIA testlng requlrement from once every six months to
ear in Wthh it (the anlmal) lS’

a "gr ‘
transferred or exhlblted on or before January 31 of any calendar
year if the animal tested negatlve for EIA during the preceding

"calendar year

iAs 7 stated. before, thlS rule change, which relaxed EIA
testlng requlrements, just went into effect on August 1, 1995. I
am not convinced that we should completely eliminate the EIA
testing requlrements only six months after the DATCP rule was

relaxed.

~Also, there is not unanimous support for AB 589 among the
horse industry. While I have received a letter stating that AB 589
is supported by the Wisconsin Draft Horse and Mule Association, I
have also received a letter from the Wisconsin State Horse Council

stating their opposition to AB 589.

In the future, their may or may not. be an opportunity to
eliminate EIA testing if the number of positive tests drops to zero
in some year. Dr. Tom Howard, State Veterinarian, has informed me

that he is willing to keep a continuing dialogue going with
representatives of Wisconsin'’s horse industry regarding the status

of EIA testing requirements.

Office: PO. Box 8953 ® Madison, WI 53708 * (608) 266-5831 = Tvll-Free: 1 (800) 362-9472
Home: PO. Box 112 e Forest Junction, WI 54123-0112 » (414) 989-1240




Page 2

Thank you again for contacting me. I hope this letter is
helpful in understanding my position on AB 589. Please feel free
to contact me again if you would like to discuss this matter
further. : ~ '

Sincegely,

State Representative .
3rd Assembly District
ARO:kjm

Dr. Tom Howard, DATCP . , E
Scott Froehlke, Froehlke Government Relations



Representative Ott
P.O. Box 8953
~ Madison, WI 53708

I would appreciate it very much if you would
schedule Assembly Bill #589 for a hearing. We
would like to get this Bill passed. It is good for the
horse industry, and I am for it.

- Cordially yours, e



January, 1996 . e

| Representatwe Ott
P.O.Box 8953
iMadlson WI 53708

I would appreclate it Very much 1f y0u Would
schedule Assembly Bill #589 for a hearing. We
‘would like to get this Bill passed. Itis good for the
horse mdustry, and I am for it.
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Representative Ott
P.O.Box 8953
Madison, WI 53708

1 would appreciate it very much if you would
schedule Assembly Bill #589 for a hearing. We
would like to get this Bill passed. It is good for the
horse industry, and I am for it.
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Representativé Ott
P.O. Box 8953
Madlson WI 53708

I would appremate it very much if you would

‘schedule Assembly Bill #589 for a hearing. We
would like to get this Bill passed. It is good for the
horse industry, and I am for it.




January, 1996

‘Representative Ott
- P.O. Box 8953 _
'_Madlson WI 53708

‘ | would a ij;’:;r’ec;ate it ve,}fy;: ;much 1f you would
}schedule Assembly Bill #589 for a hearing. We

- would like to get this Bill passed It is good for the
horse mdustry, and I am for 1t o
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d 9@6@0‘ A4 A Thekla Fagerlie-Madsen

:}N/ o 1472 Steeple Drive
River Falls, WI 54022

Representative Ott

Chair, Agriculture Committee
P.O. Box 8953

Madison, WI 53708
RE: Assembly Bill 589

Dear Representatlve Ott:

~ Asam a “""ple-horse owner, I would greaﬂy appreclate anytlnng any effort to get a hearmg
on ‘the Assembly Bill 589. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Thekla Fagerlie—sen




WISCONSIN ; ljﬂ/
HORSE
COUNCIL

“S s consin

sl , ; \ :
"°°“@ : 1675 OBSERVATORY DRIVE ~MADISON, WISCONSIN 53706

NE 5%

‘ Mrs Carol Yohn
N2522 ColumbusfFallRiver Rd.
Columbus, WI. 53925

November 21, 1995
‘ RepAivm{)tt |
PO Box 895_3 - o
Madison, WI. 53708
Dear Rep. Ott:

I understand that the bill concerning the elimination of all testing of equine for EIA will be
conszdered in your committee. :

EIA. We have ﬁnally come to somethmg that is workabie for regulatxon purposes and protecnon
of horses and horse owners. ss this

Thank you for your cons;deration If you have questions concerning the involvement ef the State
Horse Council on this issue, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Carol Yohn, Legislative Comm., Chair
Wisconsin State Horse Council, Inc.

cc: Esther Schwartz, Pres.

A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION REPRESENTING THE INTERESTS OF HORSEMEN AND THE EQUINE INDUSTRY OF WISCONSIN




By Laura e
Hillenbrand
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‘Leroy Coggins,
DVM, (right; in
1976 photo) devel-
~ oped atest for EIA
.~ 25 years ago. Th
_ test that bears hi

~_million horses are
tested each year.

Come!l Unwersuy

 Arewe needessly
kﬂhng thousands of
horses each year,

~ foolishly
sustaining a

~ killer virus or
implementing

an effective

compromlse on a life-
and-death issue?

t was 1972, and along the sun-bleached
- lanes of Southern horse farms, a killer was
on the loose. Borne on the mouth parts of
biting flies and in the blood staining the
necks of reused hypodermic needles, the
equine infectious anemia (EIA) virus shpped into

_ ‘horses bodies, commandeered thexr victims’

dxsclosmg an alarmmg 40 percent exposure rate.
' areas Horse owners cned out for rehef

- time had come to attempt to controi the dlsease
: The only quesnon was how. :

, divisive issues to reverberate through
the horse mdustry, few have had more power to
cleave neighbor from neighbor, embroil legisla-
tive bodies and generate lawsuits than the public
policy on EIA. From the moment EIA laws were
in'stitixted, the issue has spawned impassioned
opinion. In the nearly 25 years since regulations
were first implemented, the gulf between the op-
posing sides has, if anything, widened. And many
observers believe that politics and money have

~come to play as influential a role in determining

how; we cope with this diseaseas the disease itself.

EIA mfectmn

EiA or “swamp fever "isan untreatable de-
stmctlon of blood cells caused by a virus closely
related to human immunodeficiency virus (HIV),
the cause of AIDS. A blood-borne disease that af--




; biood-tamted equlpment Though EIA occurs to
, same degree in most states, 90 paercent of cases oc-

~ gions of the world are EIA posmve
_ EIA produces three types of infe

'and the i immune system s anﬁbod;es kills the pi

 rated cells and depresses the production of new
- red blood cells in the bone marrow. The result is
'~ anemia and organ—damagmg inflammation, soar-
~_ing fever, weight loss; internal bleedmg, blood-
o shot eyes with watery discharge, teetering gait,
jaundice’, edema® of the iegs chest and abdomen
~and, often, death. :
. *Inchronic cases horses remain in a lower
grade but contmucusiy ill state or cycle in and
~ out of acute states.
~* Though they may expenence mild symp~
tomatic cycles in the months after infection, in- -

. apparent carriers quickly learn to control the EJA

_ virus, holding its replication to a minimum. But
- ~because the virus’ surface proteins mutate unusu-

ally rapidly, ¢
* unfamiliar face to t]

ulation architects felt that the universal testing

tinuously presenting a new and
immune system, it remams
in the body for life. fapparent carners, an esti-
mated 95 percent of EIA posxtwes,

: p’aberstk for:horées :
i kept within 440

: unless exposed to senous stress St

'Coggms neganve 'and that Coggms»pomtwe hors-

es be permanently marked and removed from
contact with other horses by euthanasia, slaugh-
ter or quarantine. State regulations followed, typ
cally requiring negative Coggins tests at time bf

sale, at state lines and at public gatherings, but

there’s no consistency in ;urisdiction-to—;furisdic- :

tion policy:

~ Control versus eradication

An ElA-free nation is a dream scenario, but reg- T
i Equus thanks Sally

i and Roger Lloyd for

i their assistance in

: the preparation of

i this article.

needed to achieve eradication would be practical-
ly impossible and prohibitively costly. Instead,
they aimed for EIA control by mandating testmg
of the estimated 10 percent of horses who travel.

EQUUS 220




An acutely ill !
, horse harbors :
~ heavy concen-

trations of the

_ EIA virus in his
; btoadstream,
as does a
chronic case
experiencing a

feverish epi-

‘sode. In con-

trast, an inap-
parent carrier
has. nly: .

vzrus in his

biood

Several factors
influence the

_ spread of EIA,
which is trans-
. m;tted from
horse to horse
via bicod—suck«
: ;ng insects or
,cqmamm:ated

hypodermic :
~ needies. :

inapparent carrier

EQUUS 220

acuie

ins enough virus

toinfect 1 mﬂlxon
:horses

; Onefifthof a
Leaspaon ofbiood

from a a chronic case
during a feverish

episode contains
enough virus to infect |

1,000 horses.

LIHOOD
SMISSION

 ing they believe

Horses who test positive are euthanatized or quar- -
antined, removing t‘héir “reservoir” of virus from
circulation. Aithough these laws target horses

who are most likely to spread EIA, they haveno
impact on the homebound population which,
when infected, is capable of passing the disease

~ alongto herdmates, next-door neighbors and

horses passing through their area.

One approach to identifying positive horses ;
who slip through the current regulatory cracks by
hv:ng in untested “reservoirs” or, eccaswnaﬁy, by
coming up as false negatives on the chgms test,
is the Traceback Program proposed by Charles Is-

have tested posxﬁve ahd use sophxstxcated éntl-
body and DNA® testing to retest horses with dif-

. fenng results on muitiple Coggms tests or the
- newer ELISA tests.

1In 1994, Louisiana took the ultimate control
action, | nstituting umversal yearly testing.
Loulsiana State Vetermanan Maxwell Lea, DVM,

you that it s easy or that we do it 100 percent of
" he admxts' “But we're working: very

s block the br der test» “
eded. In Idaho, a spike of
new positives has spawned a drive for import test-
ing in a state that now has no regulations. Idaho
State Veterinarian Bob Hillman, DVM, wants

more inclusive testing but doesn’t believe that
owners, who must comply with new laws, or the

’nd financial

: government, which must pay for enforcement

and compensation for EIA carriers destroyed,

would support it. “If the regulated industry ,
doesn’t want it, you can put it into effect, but you;
can't enforce it,” he says. “Import testing will not

L prevent all the EIA. To get to the bottom of the

problem, you're going to have to test expesed an-

-imals. But I'm not sure that's going to play out in

Idaho. And there is no way we can indemnify

. k EIA-positive horses. That's going to limit our abil-
: zty to deal with the problem. ” ~




Phoios by Debbie Beve

1

The opposxte VIEW hoids that m at }

25 and pessﬂaiv '

'change 1 could see that Would make seme would

be to just drop iregulatxonsj o

' AIDS, China and

deve.opmen’ of the weatmenf

or vaccl ne that would make the EIA

veryone's wish fist,

_and inthe shorter term. research could

solve many lingering questions central

1o pubiic policy disputes. Several

ns are working toward those

goals. but research dollars are scarce

and competition for them is keen.
Hownver E A has one 'factor inits

he D/ AIDS patients. Thanks to this ;
funding. research is being targeted

 toward discovering what immune
system mechanisms are responsible

for the different reactions to EIA

: mfec; ion, a pre‘ minary step in the
{ extraordinarily ﬂmcu t task of creat ing

a vaccine or antivi 'ra;tfﬁerap

. concws iveness of research resu its but

ﬁne caliber of scientist program can

hire. “You have to get enough funding

to attract the talent.” explains Crawford.
“If you can't see support for a project

the next year. you're not going

1o atiract very hign quaity talent to

fndertunﬂmg

sible that the answers

esearchers seek have
already osen found, but. for political.
reasons. are being withheld. Chinese
researcrers have developed an EIA
vaccine natis, they claim. safe and

- effective. Unfortunately. most efforts to-

arrange cooperation in investigating
the vaccing's applicability to the
Amenca" ElA problem have run.
Jiy understanc ingis that
er thezr vaccme a nataana!
treaswe says lssel.
710 do mxemanona coll aborattons Wi

but they are very careful about doing

that. ang up to this point, we have not.
been abie to effect collaborative
studies tnatwould be of benefit to both
pames
- The Chinese vaccine is ﬂot without
] mbiems F irst. asa livevirus,

t:aeneﬂma parmershap ‘Aot

our genstic techniques that we use
to analyze our virus strains could be

used to beiter define how their vaccine
strain works.” says Issel. "We would

welcome e opportunity 1o study their

cart because it may point the

ctive vaceine for AIDS.”

EQUUS 220



EIA positive

> FROM 10/1/

1,804

total tested 1,116,396

%0 percent of EIA
~cases occur in |

the Mississippi

River, plus |
- Oklahoma. |
i horse could be chestnut, but a cop may not know

“Who's gomg to check7 The cops7 They wouldn t
know. The [Coggins paper] description of the -

the difference between chestnut and bay.”

No matter how well-intentioned, govemmem

i regulations are only as successful as. funding and

¢ enforcement allow. In North Carolina, for exam-
i ple, mandates requmng negative EIA tests at time
i of sale were approved but not codified because

| the government didn’t fund enforcement.

A bill pending in Arkansas calls for umversai

i testing that would be enforced in part by oWners,
¢ who would have the right to check Coggins pa-
i pers of neighbors’ horses being kept within 440
¢ yards of their property. Also, the Arkansas Horse:

¢ Council is sponsoring clinics to teach proper Cog-

EQUUS 220

24,108 17,406

Lack of uniformity in EIA regulatlons from
state to state spurred USDA Ammal and Plant
Health Inspection Service Senior ¢ taff Vetennan- :
an Timothy Cordes, DVM, to propose umform .

regulations at last fall’s meeting of the USAHA,
- which created a subcommlttee to seek such stan-

dards. Cordes is pushing for standardization
along as hard a line as possible: “We're looking
for a common denominator, but we’re not look-
ing to lose the ground we've gained.” Yet in states
with tiny, unchanging EIA rates and loose regula- '
tions; a push for uniform policies would likely
Tun up against opposition because of the addi-
tional manpower and money their. enforcement

k ‘would require. A hard-line policy, says Mead,

“would be a very hard sell here. It would not be a

* cost-effective program in the Northwest.”

The fate of inapparent carriers

EIA has to hitch a ride to jump from one horse
to another, usually via a blood-sucking insect or
contaminated needle. The “blood donor” has to
have a high level of circulating virus for the “re-




. cipient” to be infected vi
~ Acutely ill horses and chr
during feverish episodes harbor pient‘;
of virus in their blood to eﬁect a trans-
r, Issel and his colleagues in rese
ave found But inapparent carriers,
ith only infinitesimal amounts of
s in their blood, appear to pose lit-
e transmission risk.
~ Inthe lab, inapparent carriers do
ansmit EIA: In}ecnon of one to fiv e
milliliters (one-ﬁfth to one teaspoon)
, ef blood from mapparem carriers into
~ healthy horses results in infection 70
1080 percent of the time. But even the

- DVM, of anesota s Goldmount Vet-
~ erinary Center and coauihor of the An-
. imal Medical Center stud coneurs:
_ “Inapparent carriers shou n't be treat-
edas mfecnous The problem is decid-
ing if they are truly inapparent camers
_ or if they're chronic.”
In states with EIA-c
tions, the destroy- -quarannne !aw is
a death sentence for nearly all inappar
~ ent carriers because the lifelong ¢ quar—
antine option is impractical. In
Louisiana, every positive horse includ
ing inapparent carriers, is to be eutha-
natized or sent to slaughter under the

"1994 law (A:kansas is consxdermga e

' harvcsnng That way. Gavin hé’ips us protect this marvelous

naturai treasure for generatlcns to come

Fora beaunfu} heaithler horse guaranteed,
use SO[ ] ‘C }'cverx dax

Every horse needs SOURCE.

Call Gavin or the folks at SOURCE
for more information (800) 232-2365
101 Fowler Rpad. North Branford, Connecricur 06471 USA, 7

rauisz2o




~ similar bill) on the grounds that inép—

_ parent carriers can cycle into an acute ' 3

stage and go AWOL from quarantine.
~ “Keeping an inapparent ca
L lv.eepmg a time bomb,” says Arlxansas
~ horse owner Jones, who inadv erientiy
~ bought an EIA-positive horse that h
~ to be destroyed. “As long as there’s one
~ breathing, we're all in danger.” '

In 1978, Kittleson and fello HA re-

- searcher Tim Crawford DVM, PhD

- proposed a pubhc policy that would
free true inapparent carriers from the
 threat of destruction or hfelong qu:

~ Wagons » Trz

EOUUS 220

tine and monitored again after one
rses testing positive for more

‘drawbac

~ant of other peop e's afﬂactiom

A momtormg svstem based on tem-
perature is not foolproof, however: If
a horse experiences an EIA cvcle, the
v;rus may reach high levels days before
1itale fever develops Another

s the necessity of honesty |
and awareness on the part of owners
of mapparenf-camer horses. “If there s
a horse at a show and someone says
it's an mapparent carrier, how do you
know? You don’t know,” savs Travis

Mchre, DVM, PhD,,prGfessor of vet-

erinary microbiology and pathology

" that the mk is véfy 1ow~hundreds of

m,apparent carr;ers have spent decades

e drinking surface.

vy zfeﬁszeezﬂme:snei ith

pars . Hay Racks . Boor Gaa:ﬂs ridle Racks . Cross Ties




~ only two have been observed cycling—

‘the verdict of science is still out. “For

_the inapparent carrier who really has

~ been inapparently infected his whole
~infection, it is unlikelv that yvou will
~have an inicrease of virus rephcatzon

. _that causes Chmcai disease. But that’s
“justa guess,” says Issel. “No Gne has
 done all the studies.” ~

The impact on incidence
The best gauge of regulatory

~ effectiveness would be a comparison
_ of the current EIA incidence to that

of years past Yet until 1995, USDA
,ff ures calculated the perc

. the ﬁgures do not represent actual EIA

madence Last year, the USDA began

, may be distressing, but the re

rately to those of the past.

EIA incidence appears to have
dropped in the past two decades, and
most veterinarians credit the regulatory
efforts. “Even though the Coagms test

kpresents alot of problems for a lot of

people,” says Kronk, who reports that a

40 percent positive rate in his Florida

practice in 1972 has dropped to one
positive out of 1,300 tests annually, “it
helped solve a major problem.”

But the infection rate amOﬂ“ the 90
percent of the American horse popula-
tion never screened for EIA is, of
course, unknown. “I don’t believe that
testmc a small percemage of the total

The destruction of horses suffermg
from acute and chronic cases of EIA
oval of
'stlonable sources of mfectlon

age of Coggins-positive horses—the

- seemingly healthy inapparent carri-

ers—is the source of most disgruntle-
ment with current control policies.
“EIA is not killing our horses,” says Kit-
tleson. “In our fear, we are killing them
with our tests and regulations.”

fter a quarter century of regula-

tion, research and controversy,

EIA continues to divide the
horse industry. In the absence of vac-
cines and effective treatments, control
measures are the only mea;ns to inhibit
the spread of the responsible virus. The

loss of horses to acute cases of EIA con‘,
tracted from untested “reservoirs” is -
~ tragic. So, too, is the destmctton of
. perfectly sound inapparent carriers

who are unhl\ely to infect other horses.

* Until an EIA treatmem Or preven-
tive comes along, the “best” public pol-
icy for controlling the disease depends
upon who's setting the priorities,
who's paying the bills and whose hors» :

esare lost to the infection xtself or t ‘
, regui ‘txom meant to s sto
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