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CHAPTER 951
CRIMES AGAINST ANIMALS

951.01 Definitions. 951.095 Harassment of police animals.

951.015 Constructionand application. 951.10 Sale of baby rabbits, chicks and other fowl.

951.02 Mistreating animals. 951.11 Artificially colored animals; sale.

951.025 Decompression prohibited. 951.13 Providing proper food and drink to confined animals.

951.03 Dognapping and catnapping. 951.14 Providing proper shelter

951.04 Leading animal from motor vehicle. 951.15 Animals; neglected or abandoned; police powers.

951.05 Transportation of animals. 951.16 Investigation of cruelty complaints.

951.06 Use of poisonous and controlled substances. 951.162 Reports of animal fighting.

951.07 Use of certain devices prohibited. 951.165 Animal fighting; seizure.

951.08 Instigating fights between animals. 951.17 Reimbursement for expenses.

951.09 Shooting at caged or staked animals. 951.18 Penalties.

951.01 Definitions. In this chapter: 951.05 Transportation of animals. No person may trans
(1) “Animal” includes every living: portany animal in or upon any vehicle in a cruel manner
(a) Warm-blooded creature, except a human being; History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.05.
(b) Reptile; or 951.06 Use of poisonous and controlled substances.
(c) Amphibian. No person may expose any domestic animal owned by artother
(2) “Cruel” means causing unnecessary and excessive paimoy known poisonous substance, any controlled substance

sufferingor unjustifiable injury or death. includedin schedule I, II, 1ll, IV or V of ch961, or any controlled

(3) “Farm animal”means any warmblooded animal normallubstancanalog of a controlled substance included in schedule
raisedon farms in the United States and used or intended for ug¥ Il of ch.961, whether mixed with meat or other food or not,

asfood or fiber sothat the substance is lialitebe eaten by the animal and for the
(3m) “Law enforcement agency” has the meardingen in s. Purposeof harming theanimal. This section shall not apply to-poi
165.83(1) (b). sonused on ons’own premises ardgesigned for the purpose of

(4) “Law enforcement dicer” has the meaning assignedrodentor pest extermination nor to the use of a controlled sub

unders.967.02 (5)and includes a humanefioér under s58.07 stancein bona fide experiments carried on for scientiéisearch
but does not include a conservation wardgpointed under s. OF in accepted veterinary practices.
23.10 History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.06995 a. 448
95?%&0%839732 5.33141983 a. 1891987 a248 1987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987s. 951.07 Use of certain devices prohibited. = No person may
Legislative Council Note, 1973:The definition of “animal” is based on s, 346,20, dir€Ctly or indirectly or by aiding, abetting or permitting the doing
Minn. StatsAnno. (1971). The term includes not only animals strictly so-called bifereof,either put, place, fasten, use or fix upon or to any animal
birdsand other living warmblooded creatures except people. [Bill 16-S] l,!sedor readl.e.d for use for a work purpose or for use in an exhibi
951.015 Construction and application. This chapter shall 1ion, competition, rodeo, circus other performance, any of the
not be interpreted as controverting any legulating the taking following devices: a bristle burack bur or like device; or a poling
of game as defined in 89.01 (4)to (7) and(10), the trapping of deviceused to train a horse to jump which is geaf with electrie
animals,the use of live animals in dog trials or in the training dfY Or t which have beenfded nails, tacks or other sharp points.

huntingdogsor the slaughter of animals by persons acting undef!'Sto: 1973 ¢. 3141987 a. 332.54 Stats. 1987 s. 951.07.

stateor federal law 951.08 Instigating fights between animals. (1) No per
History: 1973 c. 3141983 a. 2%.2202 (38) 1987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. sonmay intentionally instigate, promote, aid or abet psrecipal,
951.015. agentor employe, or participate in the earnings from, or intention

951.02 Mistreating animals. No person may treat any ani ally maintain or allow any place to be used for a cockfighy
mal, whether belonging to the person or angtimes crueimanner ~ fight, bullfight or other fight betweethe same or diérent kinds
This section doesotprohibit bona fide experiments carried on fopf animals or between an animal and a person. This section does
scientificresearch or normal and accepted veterinary practicegot prohibit events or exhibitions commonly featured at rodeos
History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.02993 a. 486 bloodlessbullfights.
Convictionunder this section does not require proof of intent or negligence. State (2) No person may own, possess, keep or train any amithal
V- Stanfield, 105 W (2d) 563, 314 NW (2d) 339 (1982). the(in)tent tﬁat the ani¥na| bepengaged in gn exhibitior)( of fighting.

951.025 Decompression prohibited. No person may Kill (2m) If a person has been convicted under §Lijpor (2), the
an anlmal by means of decompression. personmay not own, possess, keep or train any animal for a period
History: 1985 a. 481987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.025. of 5 years after the conviction. In computing the 5-year period,

951.03 Dognapping and catnapping. No person may take time whichthe person spent in actual confinement serving a-crimi
the dog or cat of another from one place to another without tfit&l sentence shall be excluded. The person may move the sentenc
owner’sconsent or cause such a dog or cat to be confined-or ¢a@ court to have this requirement waived. The court may waive
ried out of this state or held for any purpose without the ownethe requirement except that the waiver may not authorize the per
consent. This section does not applylaw enforcement éiters SON to own, possess, keeptrain animals of the species involved

or humane society agents engaged in the exercise of theimlof in the ofense under sulf1) or (2).

duties. (3) No person may intentionally be a spectator ebekfight,
History: 1973 c. 314.4; Stats. 1973 s. 948.08987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. dog fight, bullfight or other fight between the same ofeli#nt

951.03. kinds of animals or between an animal and a person.

951.04 Leading animal from motor vehicle. No person gslzigg)ry: 1973 c. 3141981 c. 1601983 a. 951987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s.

shall lead any animal upon a highway frommetor vehicle or g ] )

from a trailer or semitrailer drawn by a motor vehicle. 951.09 Shooting at caged or staked animals.  Noperson
History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.04. may instigate, promote, aid or abet as a principal, agent, employe,
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participantor spectatqror participate in the earnings from, orfrom direct sunlight. As used in this paragraph, “caged” does not
intentionallymaintain or allow any place to be used for the shodhcludefarm fencing used to confine farm animals.

ing, killing or wounding with a firearm or any deadly weapon, any (b) Shelter frominclement weather. 1. Animals generallNat
animalthat is tied, staked out, caged otherwise intentionally ural or artificial shelter appropriate to the local climatic conditions
confinedin aman—-made enclosure, regardless of size. Nothifgr the species concerned shall be provided as necessary for the
in this section prohibits the shooting of any wild game imitd  healthof the animal.

stateor theshooting of game birds and waterfowl at licensed game 2. Dogs. If adog is tied or confined unattended outdoors

farmsor licensed shooting preserves. underweather conditions which adverselyeat the health of the
History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.09. dog,ashelter of suitable size to accommodate the dog shall be pro
vided.

951.095 Harassment of police animals. (1) No person - .
may do any of the followingo any animal that is used by a law, (3) SPACESTANDARDS. Minimum space requirements for both
enforcementgency to perform agency functions or duties; ~ ndoorand outdoor enclosures shall include:

(a) Frighten, intimidate, threaten, abuse or harass the animzﬁl(a) Sructural strength. The housing facilities shall be struetur

: . . . : y sound and maintained in good repair to protect the animals
cal(tt:Jc))n?;T:lt(e’ shove, kick or otherwise subject the animal to phy: om injury and to contain the animals.

: . : (b) Space requirements. Enclosures shall be constructed and
Eg)) gg;)kseetcr:i%:?)m;gggyngfgg ? dtinfner%listhvgaf?)ﬁg\r/‘v.in . maintainedso as to provide sfifient space to allow each animal _
pply y 9°  adequatdreedom of movement. Inadequate space may be indi

(@) Any act that is performed by or withe authorization of catedby evidence of debilitystress or abnormal behavior pat
the animals handler or rider terns.

(b) Any act that is necessary for the trainoi@n animal to  (4) SaniTaTIoN STANDARDS. Minimum standards afanitation
performfunctions or duties for a law enforcement agency  for hoth indoor and outdoor enclosures shall include periodic

History: 1993 a. 192 cleaningto remove excreta and other waste materials, dirt and
951.10 Sale of baby rabbits, chicks and other  fowl. trashso as to minimize health hazards.
(1) No person may sell, tdr for sale, barter or give away living History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.14.
chicks,ducklings or other fowl unless the person provides propgs1 15 Animals; neglected or abandoned:; police pow -
brooderfacilities for the care of such chicks, ducklings or othesfys. (1) No person may abandon any animal.
fowl during the time they are in the persbpossession. (2) Any law enforcement €iter may remove, shelter and care

(2) No retailer as defined in s100.30 (2) (¢)may sell, der  for any animafound to be cruelly exposed to the weatstarved
for sale, barter or give away living baby rabbits, baby chicksy denied adequate wateneglected, abandoned or otherwise
ducklingsor other fowl under 2 months of age in any quantity legeatedin a cruel manner and magliver such animal to another
than6 unless in the business of selling these animals for agricgérsonto be sheltered, cared for and given medical attention, if
tural, wildlife or scientific purposes. necessaryln all caseshe ownerif known, shall be immediately
(25_'51‘82?’7: T8 e 3141979 ¢ 3%.2102 (1339@1;74982. 1761983 2. 18%.329  notified and such dicer, or other person, having possession of the

' T ’ T ' animalshall have a lien thereon for its care, keeping and medical
951.11 Artificially colored animals; sale. No person may attentionand the expense of notice.
sell, offer for sale, rafle, give as a prize or premium, use as an (3) If the owner or custodian is unknown and cannot with rea
advertisingdevice or display living chickslucklings, other fowl sonableeffort beascertained, or does not within 5 days after notice
or rabbits that have been dyed or otherwise colored artificiallfredeemthe animal by paying thexpenses incurred, it may be

History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. 95111 treatedas a stray and dealt with as such.

951.13 Providing proper food and drink to confined (4) Whenever in the opinion of any suctiicér an animal is
animals. No person owning or responsitfier confining or hopelesslyinjured or diseased so as to be beyond the probability
impoundingany animal may fail to supp|y the animal with disuf of recovery it shall be lawful for suchfifer to kill such ar]lmal
cientsupply of food and water as prescribed in this section. andthe owner thereof shall not recowtamages for the killing of

(1) Foop. The foodshall be stfcient to maintain all animals Suchanimal unless the owner shall prove thach killing was
in good health. unwarranted. _ . _

(2) Warer. If potable water is not accessiblethe animals at ;oHiSior; 1973 ¢ 3145.1,6:1977 c. 1731987 a3325.54 Stats. 1987 5. 95115

all times, it shall be provided daily and in fitient quantity for o .
the health of the animal. 951.16 Investigation of cruelty complaints. A person

History: 1973 c. 3141983 a. 951987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1087 5. 951.13.  mayapply for a search warrant undeB68.12if there is reason
e . to believe that a violation of this chapter has taken place or-is tak
951.14 Providing proper shelter . No person owning Or jnqg place. If thecourt is satisfied that probable cause exists, it shall
responsiblefor confining or impoundinginy animal may fail to jssyea search warrant directingaw enforcement 6iter in the
providethe animal with proper shelter as prescribethis see  coyntyto proceed immediately to the location of the alleged viola
tion. In the case of farm animals, nothing in théstion shall be {jon with a doctor of veterinary medicine, if the court determines
construedas imposing shelter requirements or standards mQkgt a veterinarian is necessary for purposes of the seamch,
stringentthan normally accepted husbandry practices in the pgfrecting the law enforcement fifer to search the place desig
ticular county where the animal or shelter is located. natedin the warrant, retaining in his or her custody subject to the
(1) InpooRsTANDARDS. Minimum indoor standards of shelterorderof the court such property or things as specified in the
shallinclude: warrant,including any animal. The warrant sHadl executed and
(a) Ambient temperatures. The ambient temperature shall beeturnedto the court which issued the warrant in accordance with
compatiblewith the health of the animal. $5.968.15and968.17 This section shall notfett other powers
(b) \entilation. Indoor housing facilities shall be adequatelwandduties of law enforcementfafers.
ventilated by natural or mechanical means to provide for thegHéstory: 1973 c. 3141977 c. 4491987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.16995

healthof the animals at all times. a
(2) OUTDOOR STANDARDS. Minimum outdoor standards of 951.162 Reports of animal fighting.  Any veterinarian who
sheltershall include: hasreason tdelieve that an animal has been in a fight in violation

(a) Shelter from sunlight. When sunlights likely to cause heat of s.951.08shall report the matter to the local humarfeef or
exhaustiorof an animal tied or caged outside figignt shade by societyor county or municipal pound or to a local law enferce
naturalor artificial means shall be provided to protect the animaient agency The report shall be in writing and shall include a
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descriptionand the location of the animal, any injuriefexgfdby  ing that the animal that is the victim is used by a law enforcement
the animal and the name and address of the owner or persoagencyto performagency functions or duties and causing injury
chargeof the animal, if known. The general pengitpvisions to the animal, is guilty of a Class E felony
unders.939.61do not apply to this section. (2) Any person whaiolates s951.08 (2mr (3) is guilty of
History: 1981c. 1601987 a. 2481987 a. 333s.54, 64; Stats. 1987 s. 951.162. 5 Class A misdemeanomny person who violates 851.08 (1)
951.165 Animal fighting; seizure. (1) If an animal has or (2) is guilty of a Class E felony for the first violation and is
beenseized because it is alleged that the animal has been useitlifly of a Class D felony for the 2nd or subsequent violation.
or constitutes evidence of any crime specified B64..08 the ani (2m) Any person who violates 851.095is subject to a Class
mal shall not be returned to the owner by dicexfunder s968.20 B forfeiture. Any person who intentionally or negligently-vio
(2). In any hearing under 868.20 (1) the court shall determine latess.951.095 knowing that the animal that is the victim is used
if the animal is needed as evidence or there is reason to believethat law enforcement agency to perform agency functions or
the animal has participated or been trained for fighting. If thduties,is guilty of a Class A misdemeanagkny person who inten
courtmakes such a findinghe animal shall be retained in custodyionally violates $s951.095 knowing thatthe animal that is the
unders.951.16 victim is used by a law enforcement agency to perform agency
(2) If the chages under 951.08aredismissed or if the owner functionsor duties and causing injuty the animal, is guilty of a
is found not guilty of a crime specified in®51.08 the animal ClassE felony Any person who intentionally violateso1.095
shall be returned to the owner unless he or she is subject tokiewingthat the animal thas the victim is used by a law enforce
restrictionsunder s951.08 (2m) mentagency to perf_orm agency functions or duties and causing
(3) (a) If the owner is convicted under51.08or is subject deathto the animal, is guilty of a Class D felony
to the restrictions under 851.08 (2m)the animal shall be deliv ~ (3) In addition to penalties applicaki@this chapter under this
eredto the local humane society or coumtymunicipal pound. section,a district attorney may apply to any court of competent
If the animal is one year old or older or shawdication of having jurisdiction for a temporary or permanent injunction restraining
participated in fighting, the animal shall be disposed of in a progy person from violating this chapter
andhumane manner (4) In addition to penalties applicakiie this chapter under this
(b) If the animal is less than one year old and shows no indieé&ction:
tion of having participated in fightinghe animal shall be released (a) 1. In this paragraplpecuniary loss” has the meaning
to a person other than the owner or disposed of in a proper aedcribedn s.943.245 (1)
humanemanner If the animal is a doghe release or disposal shall 2. A sentencing court shall requiaecriminal violator to pay
bein accordance with 474.046 (8)or (9), excepts.174.046 (8) restitutionto a person, including any local humane soctty
(@) does not apply and the fees undéir7el.046 (8) (dpre covered countyor municipal pound or a law enforcemeicer, for any
unders.951.17 pecuniaryloss sufered by the person as a result of the crime,
History: 1981 c. 1601983 a. 951987 a. 2481987 a. 333s.54, 64; Stats. 1987 inc|uding expenses in keeping any animal that is involved in the
S. 951.165. crime. This requirement applieegardless of whether the crimi
951.17 Reimbursement for expenses. (1) A court shall nalviolator is placed on probation unde®73.09 If restitution
assesshe expenses under this section in any case in viidek  is ordered, the court shall consider the financial resources and
hasbeen a search authorized und&5d.. 16or in which an animal future ability of the criminal violator to pay and shall determine
hasbeen seized because it is alleged that the animal has been theechethod of payment. Upon the application of artgrested

in or constitutes evidence of any crime under this chapter
(2) Expenses covered under this section include:
(a) Investigative expenses of any search und&k.16or any
seizureunder this chapter
(b) Any fees of a doctor of veterinary medicine.

party,the court shall schedule and hold an evidentiary hearing to
determinethe value of any pecuniary loss under this paragraph.
(b) 1. A sentencing coumbay order that an animal be delivered
to the local humane society or the county or municipal pound or
to a law enforcemertfficer if a person commits a crime under this

(c) Expenses of taking any animal into custody under tHf§apterthe person is the owner of the animal that is involved in
Chapterjncluding expenses reasonab|y incident to tak”']g the aHile Cl’lm_e and the CO_urt considers the order to be reasona_.ble and
malinto custody appropriate.The societypound or dicer shall release the animal

(d) Expenses of keeping or disposing of any animal taken irffp@ Person other than the owner or dispokéhe animal in a
custody. properand humane mannelf the animal is a dog, the release or

(3) If the person alleged to havielated this chapter is found diSPosaishall be in accordanaeith s.174.046 (8)or (9), except

; o 74.046 (8) (ajloes not apply and the fees under7sl.046 (8)
guilty of the violationthe person shall be assessed the expen ?
undersubs(1) and(2). If the person is not found guilthe county %8 do not apply if the expenses are covered und@&is17 If the

imalis not a dog, the sociefyound or dicer may chage a fee
ggjﬁtli/remha” pay the expenses from the general fund of t%‘r the release of the animal.

History: 1973 c. 3141983 a. 951987 a. 333s.54, 64; Stats. 1987 s. 951.17. 2. If the court is sentencing a person covered undiis165
Courtmay only assess reasonable expenses for mainteafisezed animals. (3) (@) and an animal has been seized und@6%.165 the court
Statev. Berndt, 161 W (2d) 16, 467 NW (2d) 205 (Ct. App. 1991). shallact in accordance with 851.165 (3)

951.18 Penalties. (1) Any person violating s. 951.02 (c) Except as provided in 851.08 (2m)a sentencing court
951.025951.03951.04951.05951.06951.07951.09951.19 may order that the criminal violator may not ovpssess or train
951.11951.13951.140r951.15 (1)is subject to a Classforfei- anyanimal or type or speci@s animal for a period specified by
ture. Any person who intentionally or negligentfiplates any of thecourt, but not to exceed 5 yeats.computing the time period,
thosesections is guilty of a Clags misdemeanor Any person time which the person spent in actual confinensaming a sen
who intentionally violates €951.02 resulting in the mutilation, tenpeshall be excluded. _
disfigurementor death of an animal, is guilty of a Class E felony, History: 1973 c. 3141977 ¢. 1731981 c. 1601983 a. 951985 a. 48.2; 1985

) - ! 2631987 a. 2481987 a. 333554, 64; Stats. 1987 s. 951.18987 a. 403.256
Any person who intentionally violates951.020r951.06 know  1989a. 56s.259, 1989 a. 2231993 a. 192
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