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Associate Editor: Thomas W. Still, 252-6110

1t seems fike blinders go up when people
M&&M%mmm

tive discussion and activity.’

Sﬁtekep.ﬁuﬂmldumﬂ,ﬂ-ﬁashm

! safety of the proposed Crandon mine -
f : and also question the wisdom of the .
{mining moratorium bill scheduled for a -

; %w;j;e _
bt --Members of the Assembly have every

oun OPINION.
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Is it possible to have doubts about the

today in'the Assembly? .. .
Qur answer is:a resoundmg 4

. .” 0

o to question ‘plans for a copper -

aﬂd zine mine at the headwaters ofthe

©* Wolf River in northeast Wisconsin, but
B ¢ ey shonld not embrace a one-size-fits-
* fill moratorium that will have
amifications for years to come.
1 {1 ExzonapdRio Algam, e
- jnternational mining cﬂmpasy, wantto
P v
1 ‘hinethat ‘would be located on 550 acres ™
4 out five miles from Crandon. It's.a
- dch vein of ore that was discovered D
+ 2976 but never tapped, at first: becais
“¥ markét reasons but later because of

o

4

" inder a well-coordinated attack fmm a
Loalition of Native Americans, Z
-onservationists, hunters, fishermen

€

ull ton ofcopperand zine from ashaft

ket

_vxmnmental CONCErns.
' Local sentiment in Crandon i is- split.

dany residents covetthe jobs the mine "

. cmuld create, but others worry. that it
‘ill barm the environment and the
-wegion’s tourism mdusa'y Outside of*.

*orest County, the mine hascome

nd environmentalists.
That alliance questions whether the

aine will damage the Wolf River

yatershed, mainly by draining billions

gallons of water that would be treated
d pumped downstream through the
isconsin River. More than 40
wnstream municipalities also oppose
e mine or the waste water pipeline.

To be blunt, advoedtes for the' mine
ve never done an effective jobof

;xplammg away those worries.

portsmen and tree-huggers don't often

jee eye-to-eye, but they’re united in

h

eir belief that 35 years of mining in

>randon will dangemusly deplete water
supplies in the region’s trout streams,
; marshes and other tributaries.

{

don’t abandon it
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' *aaé respans;hiy soperazed The : '

Flambeau mine near Ladysmith, whzch SR
: shxppet} the last bit of its ore in August
and is now being reclaimed, was: bitterly |

“’“”m@: "“:::ﬁz.,
a
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Gov. Tommy Thompssn has

. (belatedly) appointed an mdependant s B
Wisconsin Science Advisory Councilon | }

Metallic Mining to address those
concerns and more. But that group
won't issue its report until late 1998,

and the Assembly is scheduled to deexdé._ -1

ttgg fate of the m:tmn.g moratomim bill
ay. o
Féw Assambiy mambers want to
stand up for the Crandon mine

*='1

" there are 50 many “unanswered
ezmremen‘{al questions. Buta N
ificant sumber should stand agamst .

jum bill that:-would .-
: ban mmmg throughont

Qm by. eemahsts who
Al -!Ehe:r feam were

operated without a hitch. So why should |
the Legislature adapt & moratorium bﬁl :

that treats all mines alike?

The mining moratorium bill before
the Assembly today does not even
mention the Crandon mine by name. It
is a thinly veiled attempt to ban all
mining in Wisconsin, a state where most
citizens are logical enough to recognize
the need for raw materials that come
from the ground,

If the Assembly wants to pass a bill
saying the Crandon mine should be
delayed indefinitely, so be it. Just don't’
dump an entire industry down the shaft.
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By Pat Eggeﬂ
News Repoz%ef .

The last session of the
legislature “cut our environ-
mental prot,ection system off
at the knees,” Spencer
Black said during a visit to
UW-Stout last Wednesday.
He intends to introduce
legislation to undo the dam-
age during the next session.

Black was in the area for

A speaking engagement at

.'."-'the Sierra: Club. meeting in -

Eau Claire that evening,
and tock a side trip fo
Menomonie to endorse the
candidacy of Joe Plouff,
Democratic candidate for
‘the 29th Assembly seat.
The position was vacated by
retiring Al Baldus. .
“This is a district that
can make a difference,”
Black said. His bill, the
Conservation Restoration
Act, would restore an
independent Public Interve-
nor, and remove the
Department of Natural
Respurces from its new pos-
ition as a “political patron-
age agency,” he said.
“It's not going to happen

Bossany on b

T emem s e e,

oard »

“It's not going to happen
without the right people
in the legislature ...

Spencer Biéck

without the right people in
the legislature,” Black said.
Black talked about the

. system_of. cansewatwn in
-;"Wlsmﬁsm —
the ‘days that ‘Aldo Leopold

vat dates: from

“kicked political influence
out of the Conservation
Department.”

The resulting indepen-
dent, citizen controlled DNR
jed to the highest levels of
environmental protection
the country, and the lowest
unemployment rate, Black
said. Those two go together,
Black said. The state that
ranks lowest on environ-
mental protection, Louisia-
na, also ranks lowest in
providing economic oppor-
tunity for its éitizens.

Black said he met Plouff
when the City Council
member invited legislators

up to show how much the
Red Cedar Trail had
benefitted Western
Wisconsin,

Black said that prepased
mining in Wisconsin is a
threat to the state’s envi-
ronment, and is tied to the
attacks on environmental
protectaon in the state. Th

Febe: : r""""af’f' ce
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He ‘nas pmposed a mm-j

ing moratoriam bill, that
would restriet méning until
the companies could point
to a mine that has been
closed for ten years and not
resulted in permanent pel-
lution problems.

“1 think it's a very mini-
mal requirement,” Black
said. He noted that Plouff
has pledged himself to sup-
port the bill, while his
opponent, Jim Andersen
has not.

“We do not want an
Appalaichian type situation
in Wisconsin,” Black said.
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The Mitiing Moratorium bill (S8 3), vhich e one of fhe Authoys, !
1= no lorger a Maratoriiom, Yesterday the Stale Assembly, agatnst
Iy and ‘hundreds - of IO constituents, wishes, adopted seversl
amendments'to the Mining MoratoHum b, -~ - .
These amendments can be lookeq af two ways: 1. An efforf to kil |
he Bil, or 2. An attempt to make the by stronger or wealer. | voted |
against all, amendments oy this was my bill, and as 1 hag been
asked by hundreds’ of my. comstifuents to pass the Mining
Moratortum bill without apengmegte. - _ - gl

T passed it :t?z,a&ﬁ;\ey did not know what they were deing, that the :

- Senate is glfective. hut this 1s ot i€ case ag the Senats in fant'dig
. the right Hing 5B 3 did 110t need o be amended in the Assembly.

_Bmt-the*}fact_g-stﬂ;:mmﬁs;'ncw-mat}:ﬂae Mining Moratorium Bill, -

_:16Repab¥m$ﬁﬁ@tp_a'm¢ancy}f LA TR Ay S
. Yhe strateoy of mysels, Rep. Spencer Black ang ‘the supporters of
- the Mining Moratorium bil] 18 %o 85k concerned pitizens around -
Wistansin ‘¢all and write thefr Senators asking them to "Not
ox ambi sndment #d4 ¢ ! :

Moratortum out of the Mining morateriym bill, - cbviouslyT voted

against. this amendment, The amendment re-defines "Pollution” in a

way that will allow Exxen to get around the Moratorium and get g
permit from the DNR as soon 8s the permit process 1s availa Uable. ..

8BS, the ‘Mining Moratortum il '-basigany--_-m'--oﬁgmany '

o 'i;z_tég«;i__ut_:‘édéi_t_g Toquire Exson .'tt;:'pmvg.tcs'sWis'em_ram citizens before
- o allow them tg min, 5 fons of ¢ ‘ that they
have similar sulfide gre mine project somewhere else that has
operated for at Jeast 10 years and hag heen closed for at least 10
years without any polution. e e R
This Crandon ming is at the head waters of the Wolf River, a river

that winds. throughout Y Asscoibly District. Exgon has. a horrihle

I wan't elaborate on the numeysus eTOImous issues relating to |

Sincercly yours,
D, e -
Representative to the Assembly
Madicon

Hew roe Covn f y Omm ra T
: [-29-98




campaign, but some
mocking his efforts
at they feel is a fos-
e better projects to
staff members also
have been slow to

could become the
Covery project ever,
ion-dollar tourism
and drinking water
i states,
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Nitrogen Pollutes

Embarras River

New research from a University of 1llinois
study shows a large amount of unused
nitrogen from farm fields enters the
Embarras River in East-Central [llinois
through drainage tiles.

Not all agricultural fand is drained by
tiles, but without artificial drainage, some of
the most productive land in the world
would be unusable. In Hltinois tiles are used
to drain about 40 percent of the agricultural
acreage.

“The drainage tiles are like point sources
of nitrate pollution,” said Mark David, pro-
fessor of biogeochemistry in the UI
Department of Natural Resources and
Environmental Sciences, “When the tiles
stopped flowing, the nitrate level of the river
dropped to zero. However, when big rainfall
events occurred, nitrate levels in the
drainage tiles jump.”

The two major sources of nitrates in agri-
cultural fields are fertilizer applications and
mineralization of soil organic matter, Only
half of the nitrogen applied to the fields is
actually used by the crop, the rest is returned
to the atmosphere, used by subsequent
Crops, oT is accumulated in the soil organic
matter.

David Gentry, a U agriculture research

. specialist who participated in the study said,

“We may be able to fine tune nitrogen fer-
tilizer application to reduce the nitrate load
of the river, but we would never be able to

=

new ways to interpret
the patterns in your life
& make sense of them!

Ron Roth
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totally eliminate it” Perhaps unaware of the
trermendous yields sometimes achieved
through biodynamic agriculture, Gentry
mused, “This is something we have to live
with if we want to grow corn at current pro-
duction levels)”

The negative effect of high nitrate levels
in the Embarras River can be seen in areas
of the Gulf of Mexico where scientists think
nitrates and other nutrients have accumu-
lated enough to deplete oxygen in the water,
and kilf bielogical orgamisrs; ey,
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benefits that may come from dis
the new material, Padua said, but
a biodegradable wrap is high,
“We've received questions abou
ing new uses for the material fr.
different industries” says Padua ]
fun to look into the possibilities”
For more information contact: T
217-244-2880, or e-mail: t-prow@:

COMMI'TINC

For moré information contact: Gaf}}%\‘“ﬂ\carponliﬂg f;

Beatimont, 217-333-9440.

Proposed Sulfide
. Mine in Wisconsin.

Northern Wisconsin could experience envi-
ronmental and economic devastation if per-
Inits are granted to Exxon and Rio Algom
for their proposed Wolf River mine, near
Crandon.

Exxon plans to send its wastewater across
a 38-mile pipeline to discharge below the
Hat Rapids Dam, threatening both the
Great Lakes and Mississippi Watersheds.
Toxic acid mine drainage would contami-
nate the Wolf and Wisconsin Rivers, which
both flow into the Mississippi.

If the Exxon permit is granted, the door
could be opened for other mining compa-
nies, which have already leased aver 300,000
acres in Northern Wisconsin, awaiting
permit approval,

Earthwins hasbeguna campaign to pro-
tect the Great Lakes and Mississippi
watersheds from the Multinational Sulfide
Mining District, and offers information on
citizen involvement at their website,

For more info see: www.earthwins.corn,
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A Biodegradable
Plastic is Born

A corn-based wrap could be a biodegrad-
able alternative to plastic wrap and may help
reduce the amount of plastic waste that adds
to landfills. The new material will also cre-
ate another use for the llinois corn crop.

Scientists with the Coliege of Agri-
cultural, Consumer and Environmental
Scienices (aces) at the University of lfinois
at Urbana-Champaign have developed the
plastic-like wrap from zein, a protein found
in corn gluten meal after the production of
ethanol. Zein is used now as 2 base ingredi-
ent inanimal feed and in <oatings on ¢andy,
rice, and pharmaceutical tableys,

Because the wrap is made Fom this DTO-

“Cleaner Ai:

Traffic.congestion is one of the (
_grotind level ozone, butair quali:
improved by reducing the numbe;
cles on the road through carpoolis
The Partners for Clean Air, a co.
over 300 businesses and special
groups, have been educating Illinoi
about ground level ozone and it
risks, while alerting the public on
Action Days”

The Chicage Area Transportatio:
Rideshare Services offers free assic
anyone wanting to form a carpool
a “Share the Drive” hotline, &o0-92

Rideshare Service also offers frec
to employers interested in develop
“Ozone Action Diay” plans and yes
rideshare programs;” *+

PR S

New Method
Waste -Dji;pos

A solution to the problem of wo
waste disposal may be on the horiz
American Scientific Corporation ha
oped new technology that could be ¢
significance to problems arising
human waste disposal activity,

The technology is called
Disintegration Technology (sp=
incorporates sound waves and
energy to disintegrate virtually a
metallic substances into powders as
negative 400 mesh,

This means that previously prob.
recvclables like rubber (tires), gypsur
wall), plastics, insulation, glass, ar
solid wastes can be cost-effe
“micronized” and separated for re
industrial raw materials. For more
about spT see wivw.uniserve.com/fa

U MBILITC ITE ALY

Proposal




Lawmakers: Be honorable

Public F{}m et
- State: Reps. Scort Gundcrscﬂ a.nd Mary
o Laz:ch in my opinion; sold out the peo- -

- ple of Waukesha County on Jan.21and .

L2Z2at ‘the state Capitol,
- What am 1 talking abcmt?’}’he mmmg
moratorium bill: How do I know? I was
there for every minute of the two days of
debate on the floor. And, believe me, 1
paid keen attention to what was said by
our state legisiators, mcludmg chs
Gunderson and Lazich. -
Bothofthcmvotndtomnmd :hcbxil
gutting its strcng ‘controls on ‘mining.
Then they voted for the weakened ver-
_sson P&etty clevc:; 15:1 g 1t?’l§m way they

bad taken the teeth out of it first,
This situation is quite worrisome. So.

miuch exploratory drilling has been done _

B across northern Wisconsin that, accordw
ing to a former. Exxun geologist, the

north.:woods has the potential to become |

a*new domestic mining district” Kerr-
McGee, BPH-Utah, Noranda and Exxon -
are just a few of the mining giants who
have been snooping around the area,
looking to see if they might be able to
turn a profit from our Wisconsin
resources. There is even the potential for
uranium mining in our state.

The most crucial vote was not the
final one, but rather the earlier vote to
adopt the so-called Exxon/Rio-Algom

'amcndmcnt ’i'he cmgmal bill said that a

mining company: could not geta pnmut

‘to mine in Wisconsin unless.it cotld -
. ‘prove by example that a: similar mine had
. operated without contaminating nearhy .
water supplies. What the amendment. dzd _
was to redefine poliution to mean 2 vxoia« “F

tion of environmental law that had actu- -

. aﬁygnnetocom’i‘immmszha&:mmcs ‘

that have caused great environmental
damage but have not actually gone.
through a formal legal proceeding could
be used as acceptable examples. Many .
such mines exist, so we are in blg tmu-
hle .

Andhmwcatmﬂaaguﬂcssbzﬁ

tells me that if the Assembly could add a -
wcaiccmng amendment, thtn thc Scnate:
should have cquai powcr m rx:m{m: zt
'I'ime zs shart : .

Caﬁ yaur statc scnaxors }ome
Huelsman (521-5010) and Margaret -
Farrow’ (782-1261).Tell them ‘to fight. to
remove the Exxon/Rio-Algom amend-
ment and give us back a true moratorium
on sulfide mining. After all, Exxon and
Ric-Algom are not citizens of this state.
You are the oncs who vote and deserve
to be ‘the ones who vote and deserve to
be represented.

Laura Furtman
Waebster

ié.. -

that s ON its way | ‘back to zhe state Serate S

knew ?ﬂ“ wanted it” when in reality ghq}:i " for confirmation. What do'we do? Reason -

|
|
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Tﬂ ibe Editor: :
Why does this Laura Furtman
person keep writing all these mean,
nasty and untrue letters about Reps.
Gene Hahn and Bob Goetsch? And

why do you keep printing them?

Hahn and Goetsch voted for the
exact same tough, bipartisan mining
bill sappoﬁeﬂ by Rep. Spencer lack
and Sen. Kevin Shibilski, the
authors of the measure {Senate Bill
3). I's now on its way to the
governor. What's the problem?

I'm tired of all ﬁw&e extremists

™~ -4 f
Yaude, Ce Fzen
i

Y ‘«@aﬁs f >

coming into our area aaé paiiutlag
our hometown paper with their.
falsehoods. What as insult —do
they really think we're not smart
enough to see through their
extremist political garbage? We
don’t need anyone from the
Minnesota border invading the Dai-
ly Citizen and telling us what &m
for our area.

Slane

mbus
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promise
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g hill
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Oppcmnis nf the mine - and

Ai’em - Ol believe that it

“period. No concessions of

are likely to change that

weﬂam& under mnmdera»
and the j

guage 'of the moratorium '

guing thatitwnu]dbedniﬁmltmhmwm
therefore to enforce. The amendments would .~
correct that problem. For instance, ofie GOP %
amendment clearly defines what constitutes'a " -
violation of environmental law. =

Black believes that amendment guts the biB;
we belleve the new language strengthens the
measure. In the words of a DNR attordey, #ll
the amendments make the language “#more

specific, more ¢risp and provide gtumdimc-
nou to DNR regulators. wrt s

Ambiguous laws are bad Taws, emdﬂly
those that pertain to state regulation. How are
regulators — or, for that matter;” those being
regulated — supposed to meet. public stand-
ards that are deliberately vague? 4 \

The amended bill now goes back to the siate
Senate. Let’s hope senators see the light.
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HERE ARE THE HEADLINES:
ASELAND PLANT BEING CLOSED. ..

PROPOSED MILWAUKEE PRISON ON HOLD...

STUDENT ACCUSED OF PUTTING VIRUSES INTO COMPUTER. ..
LAWMAKER WANTS ETHICS PROBE OF SIERRA CLUB.

THE DETAILS:

FOLLOWING WEEXKS OF RUMORS.. AN ASHLAND PLANT EMPLOYING MORE THAN TWO- HUNDRED PEOPLE IS
BEING CLOSED DOWN. FORT JAMES CORPORATION HAS ANNOUNCED IT’S CLOSING THE B0-YEAR-OLD
NAPKIN MILL IN MARCH. COMPANY OFFICIALS SAY IT WOULD COST 'TOD MUCE TO UPDATE AND
EXPAND THE FACILITY. ABOUY 220 BEVMPLOYEES WERE NOTIFIED OF THE CLOSING YESTERDAY
AFTERNOOK. SOME MAY BE OFFERED JOBS AT OTHER FORT JAMES PLANTS.

IN HIS STRTE OF THE STATE ADDRESS LAST NIGHT.. GOVERHNOR THOMPSON PRGMISED STATE HELF
 FDR ASH&AND TD CREATE JOBS FOR DIS?L&CQ@ WGRKERS.

;i-;-zg_::'ff: @

A ﬁIﬁIMﬁM SKCURI?Y LOCK UP PROPOSEB ?OR MILWAUKEE KAS BEEM FﬁT GN IQDEFINITE HOLD
STATE SE&RTDB 'ALBERTA DARLING SAYS THE MOVE EFFECTIVELY KILLS THE PROJECT. STATE
CDRREC?IQNS OFFICIALS HAD HOPED TO CONSOLIDATE TWO SMALLER FACILITIES INTO A SINGLE
ONE~- HUKDRED BED PRISON LOCATED IN HMILWAUKEE'S RiVERWﬁST COMMUNITY. DARLING AND
SENATOR QGARY GEQRGE - A8 WELL AS COMMUNITY LEADERS.. FOUGHT THE FACILITY.. SAYING THE
LOCATION IS INAPPRO?RIA?E.

elf2le

A 17-YEAR-OLD STUDENT FACES ?EmeY'CHﬁﬁGES.FOR:ALLﬁﬁﬁﬁzY DOWNLOADING VIRUSES INTO THE
RHINELANDER HIGH SCHOOL COMPUTER SYSTEM.. CAUSING THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS IN DAMAGE. ADAM
KOPE IS FACING A CHARGE OF KNOWINGLY DESTROYING COMPUTER DATA.. WHICH CARRIES A MBXIMUM
FIVE YEARS IN PRISON. A CRIMINAL COMPLAINT ALLEGES KOPE ADMITTED TO OBTAINING 89
VIRUSES FROM THE INTERNET.. AND TO PUPTING THEM IN THE SCHOOL COMPUTER SYSTEM LAST

WEEK . ABTHQRITES SAY AT LERST TEN. THOUSAND DOLLARS DAMAGE WAS CAUSED TO THE SYSTEM.

{Thanks to John Burton, WHDG in Rhinelander, for this story.) W;Z/

~1/21.

A BTATE LAWMAKER IS ASKING THE ETHICS BOARD TO INVESTIGATE THE SIERRA CLUB.. FOR ITS
SUPPOSED ROLE TN A MINING MORATORIUM MARILING. E@gﬂgﬁgﬁ?ﬁTIVE MARC DU%E BAY8 A CGROUP
CALLED THE MINING MORATORIUM COALITION SENT POSTCARDS URSING WISCONSIN RESIDENTS TO
CONTACT THEIR LEGISLATOR ABOUT VOTING AGAINST THE MINING BILL. DUFF BLLEGES THE
MAILING WAS PAID FOR BY THE SIERRA CLUB. DUFY SAYS AS A REGISTERED LOBRY
CRCANIZATION.. THE SIERRA CLUB SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO REPORT THE MAILING AS A LOBBYING
EXPENEE.

{(END}
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Associate Editor: Thomas W. Still, 252-6110
‘it seems like blinders go up when people
start to talk about guns, prevenhng produc-
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tive discussion and activity.’

State Rep. DuWayne Johnsrud, R-Eastman

Scrutinize mining, don’t abandon it

Is it possible to have doubts about the
safety of the proposed Crandon mine
and also question the wisdom of the
mining moratorium bill scheduled for a
vote today in the Assembly?

Qur answer is a resounding “yes.”

Members of the Assembly have every
reason to guestion plans for a copper
and zinc mine at the headwaters of the
Wolf River in northeast Wisconsin. but
they should not embrace a one-size-fits-
all moratorium that will have
ramifications for years to come.

Exxon and Rio Algom. an
international mining company, want to
pull tons of copper and zinc from a shaft
mine that would be located on 55{ acres
about five miles from Crandon. It's a
rich vein of ore that was discovered in
1976 but never tapped. at first because
of market reasons but later because of
environmental concerns.

Local sentiment in Crandon is split.
Many residents covet the jobs the mine
would create, but others worry that it
will harm the environment and the
region’s tourism industry. Outside of
Forest County. the mine has come
under a well-coordinated attack from a
coalition of Native Americans,
conservationists, huaters, fishermen
and environmentalists.

That alliance questions whether the
mine will damage the Wolf River
watershed, mainly by draining billions
of gallons of water that would be treated
and pumped downstream through the
Wisconsin River. More than 40
downstream municipalities also oppose
the mine or the waste water pipeline.

To be blunt. advocates for the mine
have never done an effective job of
explaining away those worries.
Sportsmen and tree-huggers don't often
see eye-to-eye, but they're united in
their belief that 35 years of mining in
Crandon wil] dangerously deplete water
supplies in the region’s trout streams.
marshes and other tributaries.

The Assembly has every reason to
question plans for a copper and zinc
mine in northeast Wisconsin, but it
should not embrace a one-size-fits-all
moratorium.

Gov. Tommy Thompson has
(belatedly) appointed an independent
Wisconsin Science Advisory Counctl on
Metallic Mining to address those
concerns and more. But that group
won't issue its report until late 1998.
and the Assembly is scheduled to decide
the fate of the mining moratorium bill
today.

Few Assembly members want to
stand up for the Crandon mine because
there are so many unanswered
environmental questions. But a
significant number should stand against
a moratorium bill that would
indefinitely ban mining throughout
Wisconsin.

3lost mines are safely construcied
and responsibly operated. The
Flambeau mine near Ladysmith. which
shipped the last bit of its ore in Aogust
and is now being reclaimed. was bitterly
opposed by environmentalists who
predicted dire resuits. Their fears were
unfounded: the Flambeau mine
operated without a hitch. So why should
the Legislature adopt a moratorium bill
that treats all mines alike?

The mining moratorium bill before
the Assembly today does not even
mention the Crandon mine by name. It
is a thinly veiled attempt to ban ali
mining in Wisconsin, a state where most
citizens are logical enough 10 recognize
the need for raw materials that come
from the ground.

If the Assembly wants to pass a bili
saving the Crandon mine should be
delayed indefinitely. so be it. Just don't
dump an entire industry down the shaft.

Right to protest not license for incivility

Had the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
been alive to witness what happened in
Madison Monday, he would have been

Monday's keynote speech, later referred |
to the outburst. She said King helieved
“people of all colors apd religions could

tre e ey Do o
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Vote on mining bill
WEBSTER

I am writing because [
believe the people of Brown County need to
knuw about a statement made by the Assem-
bly Bnvironment Committoe Chasyman Mare
Duff at the May 12 public hearing in Lady-
smith on Assembly Rill 70, the mining morato-
rium bill,

Yattended the meeting hecause [ am con-
cerned that Exxon's proposed zin CCOPPOr
wmine near Crandon is likely to pollute our
lakes and ground water with sulfuric acid and
heavy metals, to say nothing of its impacten
the scenic heauty of our Northwoods,

It’s common knowledge that the mine
wotild produce the larpgest Loxic waste dump
inthestate, a tailings dump that would cover
anaraa more than 200 foothall fields in size
and be as high asa 0-story building. Since
the waste water from the mine would not meet
standards for dumping into the nearby Wolf
River, Exxon proposes Lo pump more than a

- million galions of water s day to Rhinelander
+and dump it into the Wisconsin River instead.
~ Tom Ward, a member of the Wisconsin
Resources Pratection Coy neil, said to Dt .
“They should put the tailings dump down in
Madison.” | was shocked to hear Duff re-
:aperd, “Fine by me” L

Ward went on to say, “Well, good. Let's
work on that, Let’s put the dump rightdown
there with Gov. Thompson. Let it look over
Lake Mendotz and Lake Monona and let’s
pump the (waste) water from Madison to Mid- ,
dleton when they get down with it.”

“Fine by me” Is that any sort of statement
to be coming from the chairman of the Assem-
bly Bnvironment Committee? It shows a lack
of seneitivity to the concerns of the peopleof
northern Wisconsin and leads me to wonder if
any part of the state is irmune to exploita-
tion by the mining industry,

Weuld you want such a dump to be put. next
ta your home? If your answer is, “no,” voice
YOur opinion to your state representative,
Contact the speaker of the Assembly, Rep,
Ben Brancel, to roquest that the bill be
brought to a vote as svon as possible.

Laura Furtman, Webstsr




enter - two teams, Colonial Building,  way, contact Rick Georges,

Tomah Memorial Hospice Program, St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church, Toro, Wilton
Elementary - three téams sponsored by
the Wilton Lions, Gundersen Clinic,

Thank you,

Jan Path -
Relay for Life Publicity Chair

Lawmaker’s flip remark appalling

- 1am writing becanse I believe the peo-
. ple of Monroe County need to know
about a statement made by Assembly
Environment Commitiee Chairman Marc
Duff at the recent public hearing on
Assembly Bill 70, the Mining
Moratorium Bill. The meeting was held
in Ladysmith on May 12, and iasted over
seven hours, It was attended by more
than 300 people. '

Before getting into the specifics of
Rep. Duff’s statement, some background
information is in order. I am just a regu-
lar citizen, a pharmacist by trade. I
attended the meeting because I am con-

cerned that Exxon’s proposed zinc-cop- -
© . ‘permine near Crandon is likely to pol-- >
v lute our Jakes and groundwater with sul--

furic acid and heavy metals, to say noth-
ing of its impact on the scenic beauty of
our North woods. It's common knowl-
edge that the mine would produce the
largest toxic waste dump in the'state, a
© Mailings dump” that would cover an area
over 200 football fields in size and be as
high as a-10-story building. Since the
waste water from the mine would not
meet standards for dumping into the
nearby Wolf River, Exxon proposes to
pump over a million galions of water a
day over to Rhinelander and dump it into
the Wisconsin River instead.

Tom Ward, a member of the
Wisconsin Resources Protection Council,
was one of many to speak at the hearing.

At onepoint during his haaté_d_ 'ieSiimony '
“he said to Rep. Duff, “They should put’

the tailings dump down in Madison.” 1
was shocked to hear Rep: Duff respond,
“Fine by me.” Ward went on'to say,
“Well, good. Let’s work onthat. Let’s™
put the dump right down there with Gov.
Thompson. Let it look over Lake
Mendota and Lake Monona and let’s
pump the {waste] water from Madison to
Middieton when they get done with it.”
“Fine by me.” Is that any sort of state-
ment to be coming from the lips of the
Chairman of the Assembly Environment
Committee? It shows a great Jack of sen-

sitivity to the concerns of the people of ...
- ‘morthern Wisconsin and leads me 1o won-
_der'if any. part of the state-is immune 1o

exploitation by the mining industry. It’s
no secret that other potential mining sites
have been identified close to La Crosse
and Eau Claire. Based on Duff’s stite-
ment, even Monroe County is not sacred.
Would you want such a dump to be put
nexlt to your home? If your answeris .
“no,” please contact your state represen-
tative to voice your support of Assembly
Bill 70. And contact the Speaker of the
Assembly, Rep. Ben Brancel, to request
that the bill be brought to a vote on the
Assembly floor as soon as possible. Both
can be reached at 1-800-362-9472.

Laura Furtman
Webster
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reading teachers
at the first-grade
level. . _

Committee members h
suasively articulated a ne
board should ask some h:
tions before approving th
experiment. -

*Why fill the positions
‘classroom teachers instes
ing specialists? The comi
the remedial teachers are
because the federally-fun
reading teachers are spre:
No argument there. But
hire reading specialists? I

. Hi_tch_f_:ns-,:;_thei_dis_tifi;c_t’s re;

~ coordinator, told thie boar

prefers certified specialisi
cost a little more but are 1
extra investment.

*Why make the positior
ing specific? What's mag

Recall petit

I would like to thank each and ever
person in Monroe County who helped
circulate petitions in the effort of First
Breath Alliance 1o recall Sen. Kohl and
Sen. Feingold for their support of the
Partial Birth Abortion (PBAY.

Tuesday, June 3, the petitions were
taken 10 Madison, There were people
who had Bolten signatures that very
MOrRIng and drove them to Madison to
meet First Breath Ajliance. The count
of signatiires 1o recall Sen. Feingold
was 349,058 o4 343,494 to recall

¢ Were approximately 40,000
T ¢ach senasor..

~ We didn't suecped with the numbers.
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Letters To The Editor

Letters to the editor are welcome and, in fact, encouraged. Leiters must be
1. signed and should not be more than 450 words in length. Anonymous letters
1 . receive no consideration. The newspapar reserves the rightto edit any letter,
especially for length and grammatical considerations. A thank you note will
-} not be considered a "Letter to the Editor",

ENVIRONMENT CHAIR SHOWS INSENSITIVITY
Dear Editor:

- Iam writing because | believe the people of Monroe County need
~. 1o know about a statement made by the Assembly Environment
< ‘Comimittee Chairman, Marc Duff, at the recent public hearing en
Assembly Bill 70, the Miriing Moratorium Bill. The meeting was held
in Ladysmith, WI on May 12, 1897, and lasted over seven hours. It
-was attended by more than 300 people.

“Before getting into the specifics of Rep. Duff's statement. some
background information is in order. 1 am just a regular citizen, a
pharmacist by trade. [ attended the meeting because 1 am
concerned that Exxon's proposed zinc-copper mine near Crandon,
Wl is likely to pollute our iakes and groundwater with sulfuric acid
and heavy metals, 1o say nothing of its impact on the scenic beauty
of pur north woods.

Tt's common knowledge that the mine would produce the largest
toxdc waste dump in the state, a "tailings dump” that would cover an
area over 200 football fields in size and be as high as a 10-story
building. Since the waste water from the mine would net meet
standards for dumping into the nearby Wolf River, Exxon proposes
to pump over a million galions of water a day over to Rhinelander
and dump it into the Wisconsin River instead. :

Tom Ward, a member of the Wisconsin Resources Protection
Council, was one of many to speak at the hearing. At one point
during Iis heated testimony he said to Rep. Duff, "They should put
the tailings dump down in Madison.” ] was shocked to hear Rep, Duff
respond, "Fine by me.” ’ :

Ward went on to say, "Well good, Let's work on that. Let's put the
dump right down there with Governor Thompson. Let it look over
Lake Mendota and Lake Monona and let's pump the (waste} water

‘ ¥
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from Madison to Middleton when they get done with it."

"Fine by me.” Is that any sort of statement to be coming fro
lips of the Chairman of the Assembly Environment Comumitt
shows a great lack of sensitivity te the concerns of the peo
Northern Wisconsin and leads me to wonder if any part of the
is immune to exploitation by the mining industry.

It's no secret that other potential mining sites have
identified close to La Crosse and Eau Claire. Based on
statement, even Monroe County is not sacred. Would you wani
a dump to be put next to your home? if your answer is, "No,"
contact your state representative o voice your support of Ass

Bill 70. And contact the Speaker of the Assembly, ‘Rep. Ben Br

to request that‘the Bill be brought to-a vote on the Assembly 1
soon as possible. Both can be reached at 1-800-362.-9477.
. Laura Furtman
Webster, WI

MISMANAGEMENT IN LITTLE FALLS?
Dear Editor: ' .

When | "managed” the Little Falls Recycling and Sani
Center, I was paid 86.50 an hour,

I never got a raise after Karl Merow became Town Chairman
two raises previous to this), After | was terminated, the town
combined my job with a road maintenance position, advertise:
position, accepted job applications, and interviewed applic
The salary listed for this job was $7.00 an hour.

After all of this, the town boarg decided not to hire anvone
Meanwhile, one of the town's twg yoad maintenance men has
working at the recycling center {the other one has since quit, s
maybe). This man's hourly salary is 310-50mething. Shoul
town board be paying S4 an hour more than [ was paid fo
position, and $3 more than the combined positions were adve
for?

This man has also stated that he 8 only going to work fc
town three days a week. Quite a pit of r0ad work was approv
the town board for this year, How is that going to get done?
are people who have been waiting a long time for improveme:
their roads. | guess they'll just hgye 0 keep walting. As for th
people who applied for this job, j supPoSe they're just out ¢
game. ]
Marge peacock .

: Sji;arta
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By David Caltender
The Capital Times

Opponents of a proposed mora-
torium on sulfide mining in Wis-
consin say the bill would do
nothing to prevent the state's In-

dian tribes from mining on tribal
lands.

“This information is extremely
disturbing,” said Rep. Mare Duff,
R-New Berlin, the chairman of the
Assembly Environment Committee

and a critic of the proposed mora-
torium.

Duff said if the tribes aren’t
covered by the bill, “the so-called
mining moratorium bill is a sham.
We will merely be closing shop for
non-Indian  mining operations
while opening. the door on Indian
lands for metallic mining com-
pletely free from the oversight of

our Wisconsin Department of Nat-
ural Resources.”

But moratorium supporters said
Duff’s "discovery” of Indian sov-
ereignty is nothing new. and is a
sign of ‘the opponents’ growing
desperation over the measure.

“It's an attemnpt w« some politi-

“

ine ban won’t halt tribes,

Moratorium bill called ‘sham’

cians to drive a wedge between In-
dians and non:Indians on this

from all' state mining. laws, he
noted, and, ‘perhaps more impor-

issue,” said Ken Fish, director of tantly, the U.S. Geological Survey

the Menominee Nation's Treaty
Rights and Mining Impact Office.

The Menominee hold the most
tribal lands in the state; totaling
nearly 240,000 acres. Fish said
the tribe has no plans to do any
mining and the tribe’s constitution
bars “exploitation’ of natural re-
sources. - .

Duff's comments came in re-
sponse to a.report by the nonparti-
san Legislative- Council that traced
the state’s ability to regulate tribal
mining. The: report 'is based on a
1986 Wisconsin attorney general's
opinion. o o

Rep. Spencer . Black, D-
Madison, the moratorium’s author,
said the Legislative Council report
is "nothing new."”’

“It's really a  non-issue,” he
said. SRR _
Tribes have long been exempt

as found no mineral deposits suf-
ficient to justify mining -on tribal
lands. _

The U.S. Constitution and fed-

- eral laws:state that Indian tribes

are sovereign entities; much like
states. As. a result, except in cer-
tain cases, the tribes set their own
laws and operate independently of
-states, ‘although like states, they
are still subject to federal laws. In
some cases, they are also subject
to state laws, :

The 'Legislative Council memo
states that the proposed morato-
rium and other existing state min-
-ing restrictions would not apply to
Wisconsin's Indian tribes,.

- The moratorium is aimed pri-
marily . at ‘blocking the  proposed
Crandon mine in' -northeastern
Wisconsin at the headwaters of the
Wolf River. The bill passed the

: {

CAP Times 12-12-97
Senate overwhelmingly last year: .
the Assembly is scheduled to take
it up incJanuary.

The moratorium would bar min-
ing companies from opening a.
mine unless they can prove that a
similar mine has operated
pollution-free for at least 10 years,
and that another mine using simi-

lar technology has been closed for
at least 10 years without polluting.

Many northeastern Wisconsin
tribes, including the Mole Lake
Chippewa and the Menominee,
support the moratorium and op-
pose the Crandon mine.

In recent years, several tribes
have asked the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency for state
status, which would allow them to
enact their own water-quality stan-
dards stricter than state laws. The
state has consistently opposed the
tribes’ efforts.

Duff said Thursday that he
would support allowing the tribes
to enact tougher standards than
existing state laws, but he believes
the state must still regulate their
mines.

i




Ideas ur commants?
. Cantact Cliy Editor Sean johnson
#t{920) 426-5665 or ematk
néws@oshkoshonline.com

i
Underheim to back minin moratormum
By Kane Egenr Hicly sided with mine opponents.  Toronto-based Rie Algom Lt;i.; is  been closed for af least 10 years  But he said support for the :
OF THE NORTHWESTERN “It’s pot & surprise to the people seeking state, federa and local without effecting water guality. moratorium also stands on it

" who are opposed 1o the'
Stite Rep Gregg Underheim  moratorivm because |
wilf formaliv aznounce his sup-  told them a month.-z2n
port for a mining moratorivm bill  z-half 2g0,” said Und
that rould dersit & proposed cop-  heim, who plans 1w for-
periand xine mine gear Crandon, mally anpounee his sap-
. The Oshkosh Republican, who port - for the messure
previously had been isted among Thursdey at 'a public
the uhdecided members of the meeting at the Oshkosh
entbly, ssid he told Wisconsin Public: Librars, The 7 | o
turers and B PRI mesting s spon~ ; i quires. min- -
ess-fobbying organizas - sored by Wisconsin's o g companies 1o show
‘ posing ‘the. moraterium, - Environmental Decade,” TR )
and Jobbyists for the mine thathe " Crandon Mindig Co.pes -0 0
wonhd vote for the moraterinm. Wisconsin partnership of Exxon  at leagt
But until now, he has not pub-

permits 1o remove 55 mil- The state Senate passed its vez- merits, especially in Hghtof ques-
Yon tons of copper and  sion of the messgre, 203, in  tions about & propesed holding pit |

zZinc ore from 2 mine March, The Assembly is expected  that would contain &p t0 44 mij-
about eight miles from 1o begin debating the billin Jenu-  Hon tons of mine waste congaining

~Crandon is Ferest Coun~ ary mereury, tead and sulfuric scid.

Ty Underheim said his decision is “To date, there is no proof that

- Critics comtend the driven fargely by the flood of mail what is being proposed (by the
inine poses 8 water-polin-  and talephone czlls that have dal- companies) will work, If. the pit is

- tion threst and will scar  uped his office. consttucted and there is a leak,

“Thetermrepresentativemesns  there & absolutely 1o proof that z

; thing,” hesaid, “Thevolume . Jeak can be neutralized or pre-

ing i : . of mail and the amount of contact  vented for sinking into the ground

exsmples.of ‘s -similar 1 have reccived on the dssue fer . water,” Underheim said.

rmine thet has operated for  excesds enything that T Kave seen .

10 years withont pollating  since T was elected, That fevel of  Kari Ebert may be reached at {8207

Coal and Minergls of Houstop and ground or surface waters and has  concern deserves my support.” 4Z5-608R.




deas or comments?

Contact Clty Edtor Sean Johnson

#t (920} 4266665 or email:

Most at Oshkosh meetmg support
bill calling for mining moratorium

By Mrrcn Treoon
OF THE MORTHWESTERN

A friendly crowd greered min-
ing moratorium supporter Rep.
Gregg Underieim m Oshkesh
Thursday Ouly cne person spoke
against 1 proposed bl caliing fora
moralerium.

Underheim drew praise from
citizens and representatives of
various wildlife, fishing and envi-
ronmental groups during o meet-
tng at the Ositkosh Public Library.
He parted ways wizh those whe
spake  ageiast the Wikconsin
Department of Natural
Resources’ handling of the isse,
Agwever.

“I think the moeratorium is a
good idea becaese, at this point,
the technology that is proposed i3
sntested,” said Underheim, R-
Oshkosh. “My fear, though, is
that the only people vou will trust
are the people who suy what you
want.”

Twe days ago, Underheim
anneunced that he will sepport
the moratorium on 3 proposed
copper and zinc mine near Cran-
dor when the bill comes up for aa
Assembly vale early next ysar
The biil passed the state Senurte,
29-3,

It would require Exxon Coul
aned Minersls to provide examples
i g somar mine that has operaned

at feast 16 years without polluting
surface and ground water and has
been clesed for 16 years withon:
additional pullution — effectively
preventing the mine from opening
for many years.

Crandon Mine Co.,
the Wisconsin partner
of Bxxon, i proposing
a serigs of clay lavers to
prevent mine tailings
fram becoming svidic
and  leaching  into
ground water. Under-
heim said discussions with DNR
scienzists Jod him to support the
morstorium. They told him
they’re undecided a2 this time
gbout whether the proposed clay
tayers would work.

Many of the 'sx] pu];!?;. at the
meeting said they'pe xxc;vn 3
DNER acien
Gight of TINK

Eye on the
Environ

Meyer’s ﬂppl‘s&mﬂn o the morato-
cium. They reminded Underbeim
that Meyer is a political appointes
of Gov, Tommy Thempeon.

“He {(Thompson), in essence,
cxlled the people of the
staze stupid for sup-
porting the meratori-
um,”  said  Roger
Bengert of Oshkost. I
do not understand how
we can tragde short-term
economic stability and
growth for our naturai
resources. we have no idea of the
long-term effects.”

Underheim said he would be
surprised if Thompson veroes the
moratorinm bill if it passes the
Assembly.

Dan Netzor, the aaly suppoTter
aid e worked 1m 2
ngs, Weo, for
&t added 1o

Underheim met with support in area

“I think the moratoriem
is a good idea because,
at'this point, the
tectinology that Is
proposed is untested, My
fear, though, is that the
only people you will trust
are the people who say

i wiaat you want”

Gregg ﬂndemeim
Oshinsh sepresentative

the tay base and improved schooks,
There is plenty of stare and feder-
#1 oversight to ensure that BExxon
dowsn't poifute, e added.

ntirg

e reachad at




e G s e e R

Bird watcher's journal

A feathei

Let's have some fun in the new
year. See if you can guess what

- T e vwessspyy Serwes o GeG ML RSONNTERET KERORUEACETT T
dent. was entitled simply “Elkhorn.” It has recently been reprinted and
is again available al many local business places.

This year, 1998 both serious and fun things are being planned for
the citizens of Wisconsin, Here in Walworth County the Sesquicenten-
nial Committee. headed by Virginia Hall, former UW-Extension home
economist, has decided 1o put the emphasis on education for adults and
children. The county program has the title “A Look at the Past, A Vi
sion for the Future.” There will be more information from the county
committee forthcoming during the rest of the winter months.

Now. what will be planned for this special year by the city of

each of these expressions mean. If

Elkhorn? —
E\thon, War e pordeny vou feel like it, mail us your an-

» idlag swers,
,Z%u sl g Itsaaimmaau
- v R YA o g 2 5 S

To feather one’s nest.
To show the white of a £
To talk turkey.

To get the birgd.

Ella Woodbury To fly the coop.

W4320 MaclLean Road

Exxon nightmare

- One of Walworth County’s
State Representatives, Neal Kedzie,
appears to have made up his mind
about the Mining Moratorium Bill,
and the implications are quite seri-
ous for those who live in his dis-
trict. In brief, the Bill says that
. eompanies like Exxon :cannot
move into Wisconsin and mine for
metals unless they first prove they
can do it without polluting our
groundznd surface waters. That
translates into protecting our
drinking water, including Wal-
worth County’s. It sure makes
" common sense to me, but appar-
ently not to Kedzie. He sits on the
Assembly Environment Commit-
tee, and recently cast a preliminary
vote AGAINST the Biil.

You may wonder why this
should be of any concern to you. I
believe that any legislator who op-
posed the Mining Moratoriom Bill
is in effect saying, “Yes, I'd be OK
with the same sort of mine and
toxic waste dump that Exxon pro-
posed for Crandon being located
in my HOME district.” Any other
conclusion would be hypocritical.
After all, if it’s QK for Crandon,
shouldn’t it be OK for the legisla-
tor's own back yard?

Exxon’s proposed Wolf River
mine would produce the state’s

largest toxic waste dump, a
“tailings pond” over 90 feet deep
and covering the size of at least
200 football fields. AN similar
mines have caused acid mine
drainage, which consists of a toxic
soup of sulfuric acid and heavy
metals like mercury and arsenic
that inevitably leaks into local wa-
ter supplies. Kedzie may feel
comfortable having something like
that in Walworth County, but I
doubt if most people in the area
would agree. -

It’s time we band together to
support the Mining Moratorium
Bill and cancel out the negative
votes of people like Kedzie. Call
Walworth County’s Reps. Scont
Gunderson (1-888-534-0083),
Cloyd Porter (1-888-534-0066),
and Stephen Nass (1-888-529-
0031) and tell them to vote “Yes”
on the Mining Moratorium Bill as

it stands — without any substitu-’

tions or amendments. And let
Kedzie know that he WILL be
held accountable in the nexi elec-
tion. His number is 1-888-534-
0043. Remember, voting “No” on
the Bill or watering it down with
amendments will pave the way for
Crandon’s Exxon nightmare to
occur around the state, maybe even
in Walworth County.

Laura Furtrman

Webster, Wis.

Elkhorn, W1 53121

Next week this column will
ive you the meanings based on a

baok, “A Hog on Ice,” by Charles
Funk.

cock and bull story,

Swan song,

To play ducks and drake:
To rule the roost.

To lay an egg.

To cook one’s goose.

A feather in one’s cap.
As poor as Job's turkey.

Remember when

gy Annette Newcomb
STAFF WRITER

b

Z
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WLS talent Show
_ The front page of the July 23,
1936, Independent reported that
00 Walworth County residents
_had beencast in the big WLS
Home Talent Show. It was the
econd year the show was pre-
ented. The event was to be held at
he band shelter and an estimated
BOO spectators were expected to
watch, “The stage was to be deco-
ated with baled hay, horse collars,
itch forks, and other farm tools.”
Those from Elkhorn who had
uditioned and were chosen for
he cast included Lulu, Lois and
orothy Peck, Elmer Schieby,
Kenneth and Irma Recknagel,
Erdelle Loveland, Carol Stallman,

Myrtle Steinbicer, Robert Price, Y

Georgine Sweet, George Dejan,
Robert Belknap, Lester Stanley,
Robert Smith, James Ancell,
Robert Carmen, Joe Pavelsek,
Maryon Loveland, Arlene Finley,
Hollis Ward, Charles Perers,
Howard Merry, Dorothy and

Talent shows

Edna Recknagle.

To help get locals interes
the show, under the directi
Miss Allen, performers stages
in the display windows g
Chicago Store on.Saturday
Their dialogue broadcasted
side, via loud speakers. It ga»
impression of a live radio ¢
and drew quite a2 crowd,

Log cabin fund-raiser

In other front page nev
county campaign to raise §
for the Centennial Cabin a
fairgrounds had begun.

It was hoped a log cabin «
benlgxuilt at the fairgrounds
permhanent structure. It wa:

“ported that many villages

towns had exceeded their g
thus far.

. “East Troy was the first t
Qver the top, with a quot:
$30.00, when Mrs. R, 1. 1
came to the meeting of the (
fennial Commitiee at the new
‘hibit building, with a check in
amount. Previously the East ]
School had sent $3.25.

Leﬁers Of thanks%mitiiEi&!HtiIHtiHH!ﬁﬂflﬂﬂﬁHﬁmimﬂmiEllmllliliﬁ

True meaning of Christmas

The Lakeland Nursing Home
would like to take this opportunity
to publicly thank all who shared

the true meaning of Christmas

with 2T recirdant o

Our appreciation to the Elkh

rea High School Vocal Jazz
emblc, Music Makers, Ke
oraine Baptist Church Yo
hoir and Gateway Class for
P T

P S
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Crandon mine: Bad idea, bad legislation

Few issues have so polarized public opinion
about Wisconsins environment in recent vears
as has the propesed zinc mine near Crandon.
Nowhere has that been clearer than at a public
hearing last week on the so-called mining mor-
atorium bill, R S S T :

e Uhfnrf_anéi?ziy; m.ai_t.?._ fﬂikﬁ at ihe he:arin:g_ .
-acted as if the bill is an eithér/or proposition.

Either you respect forests, lakes and streams by
supporting the moratorium, or you believe it's
OK o pillage the North Woods. Either you wel-
come good-paving, mining-related jobs by op-
posing the moratorium, or vou're an environ-
mental obstructiondst.

Sorry, but'it's not that simple. The moratori-
um bill is bad legislation. And the Crandon
mine is a bad project.

Crandon Mining Co. a Wisconsin partner-
shiip of Exxon Coal and Minerals Co. of Hous-
ton and Rio Algom Lid, of Toronto, wants to re~
move 33 million tons of zince, lead and copper
ore from a deposit five miles south of Crandon,
2 vuinerabie wetlands area in Forest County.
The moratorium bill, which would prohibit me-
taltic mining in Wisconsin for vears te come,
would put the Crandon mine on hold.

There are real risks o the environment in-
nerent in digging a deep underground mine in
a heavily forested county virtually saturated
with water. There are more than 190 lakes and
500 mtiles of trout streams in the area, including

“the; h’éa.éwaté.rs;z ﬂf ._ t

Both are flawed:

The moratorium bifl is bad legislation. And the Crandan

fmine is & bad project,

“vironznental impact statem

by the state as'an Ouistanding Resotree Water,

Opponants legitimately fear that acids and
metais seeping from the mine and a nearby
220-acre  waste-rock landBl would pollute
ground water and nearby streams and lakes.
‘Frue, mining officials say they would employ
proven technology 1o protect the envirpnment.
But ‘even the best safeguards may. not be
enough. E :

Sure, the mine would generate hundreds of
jobs and would also benefit other Wisconsin
firms. But are those economic benefits impor-
fant enough to risk damage to a fragile ecosys-
temn such as this one, in a state where tourism
and recreation combine to form a multibiliion
doflar industry? We think not.

Still, the metal-ore moratorium bl poorly
conceived and serivusly fawed, snt the an-
swer; it's a politically contrived, simplistic at-
tempt by some fegislators to kill the mune,

Opponents of the maratorium bifl are correct
when they argue that the environment would
be better protected under the state’s existing
mining laws and other appiicable environ-

o

AWolk River, &'esigﬁéféd +year, Doesw't that attest to the tho:

mental regulations, among the most comyp
hensive and stringent in the nation.

The state Department of Natural Resour
has spent 3% vears studying the Crandon p:
posal and is not expected to release its draft e
early n:

-the state’s régulatory process? :
In contrast, the moratorium bill passed
the Senate is so ambiguous that it may v
well be ineffective. DNR Secretary Geer
Meyer thinks an amnendment to toughen
bill would make it so restrictive that no ind
try in the state could meet its requirements -
major practical and legal flaw, i

But just because this moratorfum bill is pe
ly written doesn’t mean the Legislature she
wash its hands of the Crandon mine. If
DNR comes down in favor of the mine,
the Legisiature will have o intervene t pros
this environmentally sensitive region.

Omne more thing: Gov. Temmy Thompson
shown he respects Wisconsin's natural
sources by strongly supparting state purchas
of three major dowage dareas — the Chippet
Turtle Flambeay and Willow. [t would be tof
iv inconsistent lor him not to seize this opp.
ity o add to his environmental credent:
by trying to stop this controversial project, ur
feast leaving it up to the state’s environmer
regulators to decide.



Assembly’s stall on mining bill is politics ot its wors

Letter to the Editor:

I am writing because | am
angry that Assembly Bill 70, the
Mining Moratorium Bill, has yet
to be issued out of Commitiee
and scheduled for a vote by the
full Assembly.

This is an example of poli-
tics at its worst. Apparently it is
possible for a single Assembly-
man from a wealthy Milwaukee
suburb to effectively decide the
fate of Northern Wisconsin's
drinking water, rivers and for-
ests. And as we all know, metal-
lic sulfide mining and its associ-
ated toxic waste dumps could
end up in any number of coun-
ties, including Shawano,

Rep. Mare Duft, Chairman
of the Assembly Environment
Committee, was asked about a
vote over 3 months ago at a
public hearing on the Bill. He
responded, “F'm going to have a
vote {in committee) .. 'l issue it
out of Committee and then it's

Letter 10 the Editor:

This letterisinreponseio
the Letter to the Editor corre-
spondence which appeared
inthe August 27 issue of The
News.

The correspondence was
in regards to why oak cutting
permits are required from April
1 to October 1. The number
one reason is education. it

Forester: Ok wi 38%% s key

gives me a good chance to
get out and tell citizens about
the problems of oak wilt and
the ways to prevent overland
spread. The second reason
of the permit system is that it
allows me 1o control cutting
so that it only has to occur in
certain. situations such as

" See LETTER, Page 8

up to the Speaker to calendar
it The Speaker has made a
public commitment that he will
bring it up for a vote on the
flonr..n politics your word is
ye. rbond...”

So where’s the Bill? Rep.
Dutf is dragging his feet, and his
earlier statement appears to be
aruse. This is no surprise. After
all, he refused to allow any dis-
cussion or vole on the Mining

Moratorium Billin his committee
during the last legislative ses-
sion. ljustdon'tunderstand how
he and Speaker of the Assem-
bly, Rep. Ben Brancel, can pre-
vent a Bilt from reaching the
floorwhenit has already passed
the Senate by a strong biparti-
san 29-3vote. What'sgoingon?

It's clear that Exxon doesn't
want the Bill. They have spent
over $1,000,000 on television

ads and high pressure iobbying
in the Capitol to deteat #t. And
why? The Billwould requirethem
to prove they will not poliute
Wisconsin's ground and surface
waters before being allowed to
set up shop wherever they
please.

The Bill is cruciatto the pro-
tection of drinking water in EV-
ERY county, including
Shawano. The only way it stands
a chance of being passed is if
we call and write 10 our local
representatives, aswellas Rep.
Dutf and Brancel, to DEMAND
AVOTE onthe Biil in its original
torm, and not some watered-
down version. They all can be
reached at 1-800-362-8472.

“In politics yourword is your
bond...” Well, Reps. Duff and
Brancel, is yourword your bond?
I's show time,

Laura Furiman
Webster




WAUSAU {(AP) - Crandon
Mining Cp. spent '$533,898 in the
- first six months of the year lob-

“We are not happy about hav-
cingto spend this kind of money
+ on a lobby-related: effort,” kabby«
st Dale Alberts satd: :

o “We didn’t expect there was
“ going to be an aggressive anti-
mining campaign. led by a few
~lawmakers who have turned
mining into a partisan political
- igsue,” he said,

Most of the expeénse has in-
volved replying to. legisiation
- promoted by Rep, S;}encer Elack
- D-Madison, he said. .

The measure was approved by

*action by the Asgemnbly. L
Tt'would prevent the state Dé-
partment of Natural Resources
" from allowing metal ore mining

. mine somewhere in North Amer-
- ica “operated at least 10° years
Swithout poilﬁtmg gmuné ‘water
cor surface water!.
: Also, the exampie would have
“to'be a mine that has shown ne
sign of pollution at least 10 years
- after closing.

Critics say the criteria would
effectively prevent metal mining
in Wisconsin, whose only exist-

. ing ore mine is an open-pit opera-
" tion near Ladysmith.

Crandon Mining wants todiga

shaft mine to0 a copper and zine
- deposit near Crandon. burving
tailings in a pit and pumping

‘Dnm:"ﬂ'?

- bying the Legislature in ‘re-
. . sponse “to antimining forces, a
o Lompanynfﬁma} saiti’I‘hm‘sda‘j :

"'the Senate in: March and: waits_._ 1

- without shewmg'mat a previous

(‘W}%” 2

Legislator criticizes lobbying effort

State

‘DESP%TE THEIR
multimillion-dollar mmpmgn, :hey are losingin the
" court of pubhc apmwn. People who want strong

mmmg laws can spenda L fraction of this.

Rep. s;mmr Black
D-Madison

treated water to the Wisconsin
River near Rhinelander.

Black said Thursday in an in-

terview from Madison that Cran-
don Mining’s lobbying and tele-
vision commercials, and a coali-
tion  that makes thousands of
telephone calls to Wisconsin res-

idents, are attempts to “buy putb-
- propristavy . information. He:de- -
clined'to say how much has been.

dollar: campazgn, they are lﬁsmg
in the court of public opinion,’
Black said. “People who want
strong mining laws can spend a
fraction of this.,”

Lrandon Mining is a Wiscon-
sin partnershipformedby Exxon
Coal and Minerals of Houston
and by Rio -Algom Ltd.- of
Toronto. It needs state and fod-

eral permission to remove 55 mil-

lion tons of ore.

Defenders of the proposal say
it can provide jobs and that the
environment would be pmieci:ed
by DNR regulations.

Black said he was advised hy
“media experts” that Crandon
Mining has probably spent more
than %1 million on television
commercials in recent months.

multumﬁmn» :

Four groups, -including Cran-
donMining, spent $765,503 lobby-
ing against the maratcrmm bill
through the first six months of
the ‘vear, Black said, guoting

. records filed with the state

Ethics Board:
Alberts said his cnmpany con-
siders its general advertising as

spent on television commercials.

“Mr. Black’s estimates of our
expendifures on television ad-
vertising are macmate,” he
sald )

“Crandon Manmg iga member
of a group called the:Coalition for
Fair Regulation, which hired a
Utah telemarketing company to
conduct a public'epinion survey,
Alberts said.

One of the questions involves
the Black legislation, he said.

“The cealition is indeed en-
gaged in identifying people that
suppoert the concept of fair regu-
lations,” Alberts said.

The coalition’s Wisconsin
members include companies in
the timber indusiry, he said.

The Senate's approval of the

biil “woke up a lot of companies
in Wisconsin,” Alberis said.

Black said he has information
that people supporting the mine
and- opposing the ‘moratorium
are’ Teceiving. postcarés m send
t0legislators. - .

Crandon . Mining Wants 10
counter: “misinformation. and
fear-midngering tacﬂcs," Aiberts
said.

The company has. spent $30
miikion on. the Crandon project
in Forest County and must pro-
tect its investment, he'said,

“¥e have to combat misinfor-
mation with the facts and:that is
what we are about,” he said: “We
believe rational people will un-
derstand the factsand let the’ ex-
1stmg re gulatnry pmcess work

pes T

“virparent Commmﬁe' said iast

monih that Black's moratorium
bill could be amended in'the As-
sembiy.:

Based ona DNR: mterpretatwﬂ
of the bill; the measure provides
no. additional -assurances that
mining can be environmentally
safe; the Wisconsin Legislative
Couneil' said in'a memmamium

July 8 to Dudf. :
“The bill is ambxgueus con-
eerning what environmental

laws are to be referved to in de-
termining whether mines oper-
ated in the United States and
Canada have been operated and
closed in a manner that satisfies
the two precenditions of the
bill,” William Ford, a‘lawyer for
the council, wrote,
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By Ron Seely
Environmant reportar

Officials with the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources say a
re-evatuation  of pollution stan-
dards on 2 streteh of the Wiscon-
sin River near Rhinelander has

little to do with the proposed zine. .

and copper mine near Crandon.

“It's something we would have

done even if Crandon’ had not

existed,” said Dale Patterson of

the DNR's Bureau of Watershed
Management.

The segment of river in ques-
tion flows from Rhinelander in
north-central- Wisconsin to the
Grandmother Dam south of Tom-
ahawk. It's the same strefch into

" which Crandon Mining Co. — a

parinership formed by Exxon and
Rio - Aigom — pians to dump

. dreated waste water from the pre» e
e "pused mine::
Critics say. the 'DNR is takmg a

new look at allowable pollutants
to accommodate Crandon Min-

_ing's plan to- pump the treated

wastes to-the Wisconsin River via
pipeline from’the mine site, 38
miles away, near the headwaters
of the pristine Wolf River.

Carl - Zichela, dewest TE:
gional director for the ‘Sierra
Club, ealled the DNR plan “a pol-

iticized effort at skid-greasing for

the mining industry.”

“This decision means that
Exxon will Have a crack at rolling
back standards that may already
he too lax,” Zichella said. “The
Wisconsin River is already one of

- “being

{ DNR says new study of river
‘unrelated to mining company

Wlsconsm s most poliuted rivers.’

At issue are the levels of bie-
logical oxygen demand (BOD) in
the river. BOD represenfs the
amount of organic material in the
water that uses up oxygén as it de-

grades ‘The more organic mater- -

ial“in treated wastes — the more
wood fiber froma paper mill, for
exampie or mtmgen from mmmg

wastes — the more oxyvgen is con- -

sumed and the lower the dis-
solved oxygen levels in the

surface water, That's bad for fish

and other aguatic life, which re-
quire a certain level of digsolved
oxygen to stay healthy.

Patterson, chief of the bureau’s
water quality modeling section,
said allowable BOD levels in the
river.. ‘below - Rhinelander are

sometimes drop below the legal
standard of 5 parts per minion

In addstmn to studying those
levels “over ‘the next couple of
vears, Patterson said, the’ agency

will also re-evaluate the. BOD lev-
els each discharger is allowed in
its treated wastes. Those discharg-
ers include Rhinelander Paper
Co., the city of Rhinelander,
American Tissue, Tenneco Pack-
aging and the city of Tomahawk.

Patterson said it is unlikely the
agency would increase allowable
BOD allocations and added that in
order to pump its treated wastes,
Crandon Mining might have to ne-
gotiate with existing dischargers
to buy the BOD allocation it
needs, depending on how stan-
dards-are changed.

E 1ated because recent L
" -analysis has shown that summer~.-.;_ i
" time' levels ‘of " dissolved oxygen

“It's going to complicate life for
Crandon if they want to pursue
discharge into the Wisconsin
River,” Patterson said.

But Zichella said that Crandon,
which he argued wouldn't be al-
lowed to discharge under current
standards, will only stand to bene-
fit from any changes in BOD real-
locations among dischargers.

“Will the DNR tell these com- -
panies to -reduce their pollution -
for. Exxon's benefit?” Zichella
asked. “Or wil} they magically de-
cide that the Wisconsin River can
absorb even more pollution?” '




28 W

SAINT PAUL PIONEER PRESS

WISCONSIN EDITOR: Nancy Conner

PHONE: {512) 228.5462
FAX: (612) 228-5500

WISCONSIN

Senator criticizes bill exempting
mineral-rights owners from taxes

ASSOCIATED PRESS

_ MADISON, WIS,

tate officials reject a lawmak-
er's argument ‘that “inexcusable
and reprehensible” maneuvering
in the Capitol produced a iax
break for corporate owners of
thousands of acres of mineral
rights.

The legislatior, signed into law
by Gov. Tommy Thompson, was
escorted almost unnoticed through
the Legislature by two senators in
the closing days of the 1993-94
legisiative session in March, Rep.
Spencer Black said.

Assembly Bill 461 went into ef-
fect this month, allowing Cornell

.. University of Ithaca N.Y., the Chi-
“cago & North Western Transporta~ E

tion Co. and cther interests fo re-
tain migeral rights on land when a
county takes possession of it be-
cause of unpaid faxes.

it also allows the mineral rights
holders to avoid paying property
taxes on the mineral righis.

“They get the mineral rights
We have to pay the taxes” said
Black, D-Madison.

The single-page bill, requested
by Cornell, received no floor de-
bate in the final week of the ses-

0, sion. It was approved without a

roll eall volel
it afféets hundreds of thousands

of acres of mineral rights in north-
ern Wisconsin, legislative attor-
neys said.

“This doesn’t have anything to
do with politics,” Jeffrey Abra-
ham, a Milwaukee attorney repre-
senting Cornell, said last week.
‘““This has to do with correcting an
inequity.”

State law as interprefed by at-
torn&ys géneral and courts caused
Cernell 6 lose Iong-held minéFal
rights when landowners failed to
pay thei preperty {axes and coun-

ties took possession, Abraham
said.

Cornell has abo
of mineral righis_dating-to 1866 .

Abrakam said. University founder
Ezra Cornell sold the timberland
for $6-million in 1897 -fo start a
university -endowment but kept
half interest in the mineral rights.

“They haven't gotten a nickel”
from the rights aithough “the po-
tential may be there,” Abraham
said.

The Cornell lawyers included
Stephen Bablitch, a former prisons
¢hief in the Republican governor’s
administration.

Mineral rights owners have lost
theTipghts wxiﬁout kncwmé about_

‘it because “they::

ngtified: about pro ' e
closures, Sen. Mary Panzer R-
West Bend, said.

“T looked at it as a matter of
fairness,” sald Panzer, who spon-
sored the measure with Sen. David
Helbach, D-Stevens Point, afier
Cornell made little hesdway in
courts.

Panzer denied anything unusual
about the way the bill was enact-
ed.

Black, chairman of the Assem-
bly's Natural Resources Commit-
tee, called it a “mineral righis
grah.”

is handling in the Legislature
was “inexcusable and reprehensi-
ble” because it “evaded public dis-
cussion” and prevented “an oppor-
tunity for the public {o review an
unfair property tax exemption,”
he said.

State Revenue Secretary Mark
Bugher accused Black of “a clear
stretch of political rhetoric.”

Bugher became the principle of
the Cornell amendment affer be-
ing approached by Bablitch,

When it first came up as amend-
ment to another Department of

: -reiiabl 5

Revenue bill, there was a public
hearing, Bugher said. .
Although Chicago & North West-
ern benefits from the bill, the Ili- |
nois company did not Eobby for it.
The statute overturns a prece-
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Carneﬁ f;led suit against Rusk
County in 1990 when the county

wa$ about o iake tiile To i%0
acres ol farmiand for uipaid prop-
erty—iaxes A-Circuit Court judge
in Ladysmith sided with Corpell
but the 3rd District Court of Ap-
peals in Wausau ruled for the
county in January 1892,

Cornell was unable to get a re-
view by the Wxsccnsm Sﬁpmme
Court.

“When ihe umverszﬁys lawyers
tirned 16 the. Legislature; “the
county adopted a resolution oppos-
ing any change in the law, county
corporation counsel Steve Ander-
son said.

The approval of ‘the Iegxsiatmn
was a surprise, Anderson said.

Now “there’s nothing that com-
pels these'pe_epie to pay property
taxes,” Anderson said. “Farmer
Brown still pays for Cernell’s min-
eral right.”

Anderson recommends that the |
Wisconsin Counties Association
ask the Legislature “to allow us to
separately tax these mineral]
rights.”

Abraham and Bugher deny there
will be any property tax losses for
the county. Delinquent tax pay-
ments can be recovered when the
county sells the prnperty, they
said.

Bugher said his Revenue De-

pariment cnce considered taxing
mineral rights separately but cop-
cluded there would be a problem
with evaluating the warth of un-
tapped ore.

Tax assessors lack the technical
skill to de that, he said.
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Pro-mining interests
outspend other side 3-1

By Sharon Theimer

.- .. Mining interests and their advo-
- cates . outspent. their opponents
. nearly 3-to-1 - last year lobbying
- "Wisconsin legislators on proposals
+-"that included a mining moratorium
“-bill that never got a vote, an Asso-
- clated Press review found.

. Crandon Mining Co., Wisconsin
" Manufacturers & Commerce and
i Co. together
dedicated $385,800 and 2,391
. hours to lobbying in 19986, accord-
- ing to reports filed with the state
- Ethics Board and reviewed by the
- Associated Press.

- Key

i fribes, the Sier -angd
- sin's Environmental Décade <o~
gether spent $142,591 and 2,413
* hours to lobbying last year,

- ‘The reports do not specify the
- amount of lobbying on a particular

- issue. -

:‘Crandon Mining Co., which is
. seeldng state; local and federal
" permits to mine 55 million tons of
.. zinc and copper in Forest County,
dedicated $289,011 and 1,184
hours to lobbying.

“I consider that money that was
required to be spent to address a
number of initiatives in the Legis-
lature which were designed to es-
sentially stop mining in the state
of Wisconsin,” said Dale Alberts,
Crandon Mining's manager of gov-
ermmmental affairs.

mining opponents — the
-~ Ménominee - Oneida Indian.
and - Wiscon-

‘Crandon Mining Co. is a part-
nership formed by Exxon Coal and

Minerals ‘Co. of Houston and Rio .

Algom Ltd. of Toronto to create an
underground mine five miles south
of Crandon, - - :

The biggest spender among the -

mine’s opponents, the Menominee
Indian tribe, spent $71,779 and
302 hours lobbying legislators last
year. Mining was one of the tribe's
top priorities, ' Chairman John
Teller said. - _

“The mine would be at the head-
waters of the Wolf River about 45
miles north of the Keshena reser-
vation, and the river runs through
the center of the reservation,
Teller noted. :

" The Inin ’S_--'oi;;)éﬁénts: worry -

“that - drainage’ from the mine’s
dump’ will pollute the "Wolf River, -

and that the 33,800 gallons of
treated wastewater the company
plans to discharge into the Wis-
consin’ River each hour will ‘taint
that waterway. o m

Much of the lobbying last year
centered around a proposal by
Rep. Spencer Black, D-Madison,
that would require mining compa-~
nies to provide an example of a
similar mine run for 10 years with-
out polluting surrounding waters
before they could move forward
with a proposed mine. ‘

Biack said there are no mines
sirnilar enough to the Crandon
mine to meet the requirements, so
in effect the proposal, known as
the mining moratorium bill, would

have banned the Crandon mine,
The bill languished nan As-
sembly committee. Then in May,
as 1996 legislative business drew
to a close, Black used a technical
maneuver to try to pull the hill
from committee for debate. . -
_ The Assembly and Senate voted
in favor of bringing the bill out for
debate, but Assembly leaders ad-

- journed for the year before that

could happen.

Black and Sen.Kevin Shibilski,
D-Amherst, plan to iry again this
year.

Black said the amounts listed in
the lobbying reports are just a
fraction of the money spent to in-
fluence opinion. on -mining.. He -
cently began alring TV ads stating
the mine will be the safest in the
nation. .

The mine would be worth up to
$1 billion, Black said. .

James Buchen, vice president
of government relations for Wis-
consin  Manufacturers & Com-
merce, said WMC spent ahout 10
percent of its lobbying time and
money on mining, That amounts
to $53,958 and 1,023 hours.

“They’re basically trying to out-
law a fundamental industry that
isn't a frivolous industry. or some-
thing that you could argue the
world could do without,” Buchen
said. “You'd have to shut the

lights off and leave the state if you
didn’t have the products of min-
ng.”

noted that Crandon Mining Co. re- ™=
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- Furtman:

Letter to the editor:

G

Just when itlooked Iike the Min~
ing Moratorinm “Bill might be
coming o 3 vote on the Asse;m.b}f
floor, ook what has happened. we
have 3 change in the make-up of
the key players who will determine
the fate of the bill, With the exodys
Of Ben Brance] a5 Speaker of the
Wisconsin Assembly and the suc-
cession of Scott Jensen 1o th

past February
motivated by the i
to defeat the bill, He characterized

anti-mining activists

ir

e bill looks 10 be in limbg agay,
. And remember, this bil is designeg
- {o protect Wisconsin's drinking wa:
ler, including yours i Columbia
County, It Tequires companies like
Exxon to prove they will not
lute Wisconsin's ground and s
waters before being allowed to set

1
Ki\
i

s G LT

up sﬁb’_p wherever they please,

. Now I don't know much abont
IS our Water the 1 politics, so when | heard the name,

-job, 1 'naiex_rgi}_r_’gy{a;;‘g}are;d_f-:ii Bis

He'seems 15 for ¢t that the Mining
Moratorium Bill
Sense approach
sulfide mining industry,
Laura Furtman

Webster, Wi

Scott Jensen, as the pick for the < !

TUary, a conference openly
dustry's desire

s 2 breed of -
new prohibiliqni_st_s,"_ 20ing so far .
°Posh aswg 2lude to their tactics as being 7.
similar to those used by the Nazis!

to regulating the
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Is mining bill in limbo again?

To the Editor:

Just when it looked like the
Mining Moratorium Bill might be
coming to a vote on the Assem-
bly floor, look what has hap-

pened. Wehave achangeinthe
make-up ofthe kay players’ who-
will determine the fate of the bill.

With the. exodus of Ben'Brancel -

as Speaker of the Wisconsin
Assembty andthe likely succes-
sion of Scott Jensentothe post
‘the bill looks to be inlimbo again.

And remember, this bill is
designedto protect Wisconsin’'s
drmkmg water, including yours
in Shawano County. It requires

companies like Exxon 1o prove

they will not poﬁute Wisconsin's

. ground and surface waters be-
~'fore being allowedto setupshop .

wherever they please. -
Now, | don't know much

about politics, so when | ‘heard

the name, Scott Jensen, as the
pick for the job, I naively won-
dered if his choice might have a
bearing on ‘whether or not the

bill gets to the floor. Then | hap-

pened to see an article that ap-
peared in the April, 1997 issue
of “This Month in Mining,” and

my worst fears became a real-

ity.

Itturns out that Jensenwas
a guest speaker at the Wiscon-

sin Mining Association’s meet-
ing this past February, aconfer-
ence openly motivated by the
industry’s desire to defeat the
bill. He characterized anti-min-

*ing activists as a breed of “new. -

prombmamsts going so faras -

‘1o alludetotheirtactics asbeing -
‘similar to those used by the
"Nams?

‘He seemsto fo;get that the

- Mining Moratorium Bill is just a

common sense approach to”

regulating the sulfide mining in- |

dustry. At any rate, it looks like

my question has beaﬁ an- |

swered.,
Thompson, Kiaaser Meyer

~and now Jensen. Dogsanyone |
‘else see a pfawExxan attern |
‘here? We need to.ca -

p

I'Rep.
Jensen and our local represen-
tatives fo demand that the Min-
ing: ‘Moratorium Bill be brought

1o awi&andpassedassconas _

possible. NO MORE GAMES!
Rep. Jensencanbereached
at 1-888-529-0032,

Shawano Cos.zntys Ftep John

and }

Ainsworth at 1-888-529-0006.
Laura Furtman
‘Webster, Wis.

T4 S2Y-453
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Legislator: 'mining

By Collin Lueck

Ciling a recent opinion by
state atorneys, the Wisconsin
‘of . Represeniatives
Environment Committee chairman
is calling the "Mining Moratorium”
bill a meaningless piece of
legisiation.

Rep. Marc Duff (R-New
Berlin), who heads the committee
in which the bill now sits, said the
idea that the bill would protect the
environment is a myth.

. "1 just want to stOp
perpetuating this myth,” he stated.

The proposed bill was passed '

by the State Senate as SB3.
Amendments added in the Senate
have created confusion over the
bill's current meaning, Duff stated.

After a hearing in Ladysmith
demonstrated limited understanding
of the bill by legistators and the
public, Duff requested a legal
review by the state’s Legislative
Council.

“We should be voting on bills

with a full understanding of what
they mean,” explained Duff.

The nonpartisan group of
attorneys found that the biil as
passed by the Senate would not
prohibit mining or further ensure
environmental safety, Duff noted.

“Their conclusion is that it's
pot in fact a moratorium,” said
Duff.

The bill, -authored by Rep.
Spencer Black (D-Madison), was
prompted by the proposed Crandon
Mine, which many fear could cause
significant environmental damage.

Duff said the bill in its original
form was an attempt to prevent the
Crandon Mine~  from being
developed. But, he added, the
Senate's amendments have gutied
the bill of its initial intent.

“If the proponents of this bill

wanted to stop the Crandon Mine,
this bill is not going to do it,”
stated Duff. "That's what the
impartial legislative attorneys have
concluded.”

The bill would require a
prospective metallic mine developer
to show that a similar mine had
been operated for at least 10 years
and been closed for another 10 years
without violating any
environmental laws. With that
proof, mining permits could be
considered.

The phrase "without violating
any environmental laws,” Duff
pointed oul, means that the most
environmentally disastrous mining
operations in history could be used

impounanien

~ downstream
the planned
discharge
point.

-Leader and
Contributed
Photos

moratorium' misleading

as successful examples due to a lack '

of regulations at that time.
“Thig is the big loophole in
the bill," he said. "You can Jook at

2 ming from back in the 1800s and
it meets the qualifications Decapse

thére were no laws.”

Duff indicated that SB3 has
little chance of emerging from his
committee in the form by

the Senate. Instead, Duff ‘'said he
would like to amend the bili to

strengthen mining regulations.

“What we won't do is pass 2

biil that just bans a mine,” stated
Duff.

Mining legislation is presently

on temporary hold as the Senate
continues to wrangle over the staie
budget, normally passed by June
30. Pending completion of the
budget, Duff said he hopes 10
present a new version of SB3 in
September.

TEMPERATURES
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By Lloyd Schultz

for the Daily Times
JEFFERSON — In an effort w0
bring a geographically distant issue
closer to the people of Jefferson
County and other areas of the state,
the Wolf Watershed Educational pro-
ject held an informational meeting at
the Jefferson Public Library Monday
evening.

Sponsored by the Jefferson County
Environmental Network, the meeting
presented information on the environ-
mental, economic and social impacts
of the proposed metallic sulfide mine

“near- Crandon,

“dance at the meeting that was facili-
‘tated by David Blouin, chair of the
‘Madison Sierra Club Mining Com-
- Asubject of much controversy, the
proposed mine would be located in
Forest County with a processing facil-
ity on site and a 340-acre tailings area
for mine wastes. In addition, Exxon,
_the project owner, has proposed a.38-
mile pipeline to carry mine waste
slurry. R
According to Blouin, a prime con-
cern is the waste containment area,
- which officials can only guarantee for

" ous 1o the environment for thousands
ofiyears.
Blouin explained that there is pend-

“Travelin

*k bafors.

More than 50 people were in atten-

" 100 -years, while the materials held
- within it maintain potentiatly danger- -

567-3426 Isie Holzhueter 261-9017
W651 Rockvale Road ~ Oconomowoce

Trump Boat Casino $1.99 + Sept, 3 & Oct. 10 « Reservations 1 week befors.
Lady Luck Bloat Casino $15.0¢ Buffet Lunch Sept. 15. Reservatien by Oct. 8.
“liss Helle $15.00 Buffet Lunch Oct, 22.

‘nbow Casine + Pay $20.00 « Recaive $20.00, Sept. 22 & Oct. 31, Reservation

ing legislation that would put a two-
year moratorium on the progress of
the project until mine officials and the
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources could insure long term
environmental safety for the area.

After a brief video presentation
titled Tribes at Risk, Kenneth Fish, a
spokesman for the Menomonee
Reservation spoke to the group.

Fish talked about the history of
Native Americans in the state of Wis-
consin, then spoke of the influence
the project would have on the reserva-
tion residents if it darpaged the envi-
ronment.

Noting that the Woll River goes
through the center of the Menomonee
reservation, Fish considers the river a
life source for the reservation and its
social and economic well being.

“We have a shared interest in the
state and in the country,” Fish said.
But Fish pointed out that the Wolf
River was too important a resource to
put at risk, noting that it is so clean
that the bottom of the river can be
seen while driving by on portions of
nearby Highway 53,

Fish expressed a concern over a
DNR groundwater rule change, which
he maintains is designed to accommo-
_date the anining -interests, "Who is
supposed to protect this ‘land?" he
asked. "The Wisconsin DNR." '

Referring to a recent memo from
DNR Secretary George Meyer, Fish

With Isie”

Resarvation by Oct. 13,

“vs Sepl. 29 & 30 « Pay $115.00, Receive $115.00. Reservations by Sept.
»f Fun « North Star + Lake of the Torches Casino & Hotel & Oneida, 2

af $31.00 Sept. 27 » Reservation by Sept. 13

€458.00 Oct. 3-7 « 7 Maals « Reservation by Sept. 5. The
“ic Mills » Broadrum Cheese and Breintenbach Winery.
“wask, FAeeves Victoran Moms, Zoar Village, Oid Time
Baskal, German Buffet Dinner and Stahi Family

and Isie » Branson and Ozark Mt Music
~alars, Surprse get together » § Meals

= Days » $525.00. Wamth of
ctehar 31,

noted that the DNR was questioning
data provided by Exxon regarding
groundwater quality models. "The
DNR is sending Exxon back to the
drawing board with this information,”
Fish said.

Puring the meeting, concern was
raised over fack of action on the pro-
posed moratorium. Assembly Repre-
sentative David Ward gave assurances
that the issue was not being ignored.

"We cannot pass any legislation
untit there is a budget,” Ward
explained, referring to the state bud-

« get impasse in the Senate. He said that
the budget remains the legislature's
first priority. Ward went on, mention-
ing that the Assembly Mining Com-

mittee had referred the issue back to

the Senate as well.

While the majority of those in
attendance appeared to favor the
moratorium, some questioned the
issue,

Jack Travis, an environmental geol-

ogy professor at the University of

Wisconsin-Whitewater asked how all -

the copper needs could be met with-

out mining. "I have read the laws, and -~
 Wisconsin already has some of the
most stringent mining regulations in 7

the nation,” Travis said.
After the meeting, Travis said that
" he felt people are not viewing the
issue with a broad focus, "It is simply
the not-in-my-backyard- syndrome,”
Travis said.

Geologist Frank Luther, also of
Whitewater, maintained that mining
areas could be reclaimed. “There are
mining sites that have been covered
that are undetectable,” Luther said.

Speaking to the group, Ward con-
veyed that communications from the
DNR suggesied thal a moratorium
would not change the outcome of the
issue. "I'd be misrepresenting to you if
according to Secretary Meyer, the bill
probably isn't worth the paper it is
written on,” he said. _

When asked about his position on
mining, Ward said that he would back
a proposal for mining if the project
was safe. "There are many valid ques-
tions raised here that must be ade-
guately answered first,” he said

Concluding his remarks, Kenneth
Fish said, "If there is one issue that
will unite this state, if is the mining
issue.”

A similar forum is scheduled for 7
p.m, Wednesday at Hyatt Smith Hall
at the UW-Rock Center in Janesville.
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ira mgmowm_ of the Mining Impact
Coalition, pulls up outside my

ouse in her van. *“The Great Lakes

Mining Awareness Caravan turned out to
be a minivan,” she jokes. I'm accompany-
ing a handful of die-hard anti-mining activ-
ists about to embark on a serious road trip.
I’s an opportunity, I think to myself, to leamn
more about mining issues, to talk with north-
ern Wisconsin residents about the proposed

w@_ﬁ of the northemn Qmma Lakes.

. m@mmnwnm has been mmg:w 5@ vmowommm .

_Crandon mine for years. She’s embarking on

.. this educational j journey to inform Wiscon-

sin residents abont the mine and to méet with
activists in Canada to leamn about BEEm is-

1. sues-porth of the border. . . .
~ = Joining us for the ride is Henschel's w[%omm, :

" old daughter Loris, Frances Barteltof the Mil-
i waukee Greens, and Tim Tynan, an environ-

1 - mental studies student at UW- Madison. We

are going to travel across Wisconsin, Enc:mw
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and over into
Ontario—visiting mine sites and meeting
with mining activists along the way.

Qur first stop after leaving Madison is
Nicolet Area Technical College outside of
Rhinelander, where we meet a small but en-
thusiastic group—citizens and media are
equal at three apiece. Carl Hilstrom, Oneida

Crandon mine, and—T'H admit it-—to sec the . .-

-anficipating: “Have 4 good night, eh.” By

County Supervisor, Rw% astatement oxmﬁmmx

ing his concerns about the disposal of water -

pumped from the proposed sulfide copper
mine at the headwaters of the Wolf River. The
mine could “damage or anmmdw tourism in
northeast Wisconsi

gear, than we're off _o Emacm where just
outside of town we pick up Dewey
mwmmmnaoa a gmnoﬁong moa mcnung

tended stroll fromJ anzsville to Mole Lake—
some 355 B_E?ES raise. miﬁm:mmm of the

wﬁmr uo_sm us 5 S it St ?mw_.a Ecsm the
way we stop for a snack. At the doughnut
mwaw,mmaﬁﬁmoaswﬁmng%ﬁudw@a.

evening we are a»mm in Em :gmw * as they
call it.

Lioyd’s :oumx rusty &o:nm leads us east
through Ontario. We: spend the moming in
Eltiot Lake, and pay a visit to Rio Algom’s
Canadian copper and uranium mines. Roger
Payne, a company mnmSaﬁ. shows us sev-
eral old mines in various stages of reclama-
tion. We see lakes hundreds of acres across

that are not _mmaw wn all—but mcwamnm& tail-
ings, or mine waste. Payne is chipper about
the rehabilitation of the mines and waters;
on our way out he vnoc&w points {0 a couple
of mergansers. paddling in the tailings pond.
Sudbury, our next stop, is the mining capi-
tal of North America. A shiny statue of 2
nickel perched on the m@n of a foothill is
nearly 30 feet across. This is the site of North
America’s deepést mine, which dives 8,000
feet underground to the world’s motheriode
of nickel, Mick Lowe, a %E.u&_m.n and labor
activist, shows us the sights. His vehicle joins
the others and at last we really are a caravan.
“This is the superstack,” says Mick, ges-
Enum proudly. I don’t wmoi what he’s talk-
ing about—all- can see is the side of a con-
crete building. Then I look up. b&?@ us,
reaching nearly a third of a mile into the sky,
stands a smokestack so tall and round it seems
to violate uwwm_n& laws. This superstack,

- Mick says, is what keeps the townspeople
from hacking their tungs out and from hav-

ing to repaint their cars every few ‘months.
Now the sulfur dioxide (some 800 tons a mmv.v
skirts its way across the Atlantic: ocean be-
fore being deposited in northern Europe.
Swedes, Mick tells us, protested the construc-
tion of the supeistack when it was built in
1982 because Sweden was annu& mamnﬁ:m
from high levels of acid rain.

We linger a moment outside the mSmmsw
Just as we begin to get bored with the sight,
two security jéeps pull up. “Who are you?

Are you Sw_um any_ pictures?” they demand.
Not wanting to get into a hassle with the pri-
vate police, we drive away. It’s not until a
few minutes later that we realize we’re being
followed. “Perhaps they'll radio ahead and
have us arrested,” suggests someone. When
we get to the city limits and the jeep calls off
pursuit, we all exhale. “They’re showing us
out of Dodge,” someone says only half-jok-
ingly.

The next moming we make our imw tothe
office of the Canadian Environmental Law
Association in Toronto where we are joined

.. by Jose de Echave Caceres, who has trav-

eled from Peru to tell the international envi-
Tonmental community about mining in the
southern hemisphere. Hé shares photos of
villages clinging to the edges of cwmnm -like
pits, piles of §§mm, polluted Iakes, filthy
fown streets. The mining companies in Peru
have few of the environmental controls moﬁa

.in the north, “We are told that gc_moﬁanmﬁ .
. protection is a luxury we cannot mmoa,: mmwm

Caceres.

Caceres raises a troubling @omsom ic&a
ﬁaﬁmm mmﬁﬂsaﬁﬁm in Wisconsin increase
the pressure for mining in Peru? He says it
would. But perhaps:the more vital ammmﬁoz
is even simpler—why must we dig ever-in-
creasing arnounts of minerals from the earth?
1t’s a question we still don’t have an answer
for when, some 13 hours later, our caravan
rolls back into Wiscansin,
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has little
bite: Duff

MADISON ~ The so-called min-
ing woratoriam bill {hat easﬁg
paased the state Senate in Mare
and is awaifing actiop in'the As-
sembly “does nothing. veally,” a
Republican commitice chairman
£aid Tussday.

The ‘meagure, which backers
saidwas designod to stall the open-
ingof a mine in northern Wiseon-
sin, will be amended, sald Rep.
Marc Duff, chairman of the As-
sembly Environment Committee,
- 1 just folt we necded to end the
myth that it actually did some
thing," said Duff, E-New Berlin.
“You can't keep giving people
against the mine false hopes toat
Lh_:;}ﬁgomgwdmt. Itdoes nolhing,
15 A .

Ueder the hill that senators
passed, the state Department of
Natural Resources could not ap-
prove Crandon Mining Co.s pro-
Ject or any other metal vre mining
Eﬁratm without delermining

at:

W Asulfidecre mine, similarto
?tgfropmd Crandon mine, oper-
elzewhere in North America

for atleast 10 yenrs withaut pollut- -

ing ground or surface water.

B Sucha mine has been closed
« for 1) years with no sign of water
- pollution,

. Based on the DNR's interpreta-
tion of the hill, the measure will
provide to additional assurances

t mining can be envirnmen-
tally safe and it will not create a
moratorium on Mmining, according
to & July B memorandum to Duff
rom 3“’ Wikconsin Legistative

uncil,

. "“The DNR is bending aver back-
wards bo accommaodate the mining
tompany,” Blackeaid,

L e £
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Natural Resources to create rules-

W Some lawmakers
want assurance mining
damages will be paid

. for. Others say they

- shouldn’t pollute at all.

By Mike Flaherty
fegisiative reporter

Before mining companies can
start digging for minerals in Wis-
consin, they should buy insurance
to cover the costs of the damages
long after the mines are closed,
several Assembly Republicans
said Monday.

In press conferences around
the state, GOP leaders said they're
asking the state Department of

that would require the insurance
policies — and expand the areas
around mines covered by the in-
suranece. ]

The measure is needed to bring
the state’s mining laws up to date
so that Wiseonsin's natural re-
sources are protected, said Rep.
Steve Freese, R-Dodgeville.
“We're not going to allow the envi-
ronment to be raped for cne (min-
ing) activity,” he said.

DNR SBecretary George Meyer
said he supported the proposal
and would present it to the DNR's
board with a “favorable recom-
mendation.”

He said he didnt think the
DNR had the authority to require
liability insurance for pollution
caused by mines. Buf he said he

thought his agency had the power
to require a large escrow account
that eould be held for a “long, long
term” to cover future pollution
costs. The escrow account would
serve the same purpose as insur-

ance, e said. S

Democrats were not impressed
by the Republican proposal..

“This is like mopping up after
the milk is spilled,” said” Rep.
Spencer Black, D-Madison; the for-
mer chairman of the Assembly's
Natural Resources Committee.
The purpose of tough mining laws
is to prevent pollution in the first
place - not to put in motion pro-
grams to pay for the cleanup after-
ward. g
“This is just an election-year
gimmick to confuse the public. The
Republicans have killed-svery of-
fort at reforming mining laws.”

ce for

Black said that when the Legis-
lature was in Democratic hands,
Gov. Tommy Thompson veteed
mining reforms sent to him by the
Legislature. When the Senate was
in Republican hands, it killed the
measures sent o i by a Demo-
cratic Assembly, Black said. And
this year, with Republicans con-
trolling both houses, most mining
legislation never even came to a
vote, he said.

The debate is timely because
the DNR is considering an appli-
cation by Exxon to dig 35 million
tons of zine and copper from a
mine it wants to build south of
Crandon.

The DNR will review g draft en-
vironmental impact statement to
be completed early next year he-
fore making a decision on the min-
ing permit in the next few years,

-that the GOP proposal is back

L d .

Meyer said. "

Proponents of the mine say it
will create jobs and tax revenue :
for the state. Critics are opposed tg |
the mine because they say it will :
pollute the nearby Wolf and Wis-
consin Rivers. :

Freese said the GOP proposal is
a4 compromise that neither side
will like because it “adds a layer
of costs” for the mining companies
— but doesn't do enough to ap-
pease erities “who are opposed {o
the mine at all costs.”

Black responded sarcastically

wards, focusing on the wrong solu-
tion. “Once the Wolf iz polluted,
all the king's horses and all the
king's men won't be able to put it |
back the way it was. .
“Democrats want to keep the
poliution out in the first place.”
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"Wetlands are key ingredient of

- Wisconsin's environment

ByRep.SpencerBlack -
What Key ingredient for clean drinking water, flood ‘prevention,

+ wildlife viewing, bountiful hunting and fishing seasons, protecting

[

endangered species, and our stron ourism economy is being threat-
ened in Wisconsin? The answer i wetlands. More than half of Wis-

‘consin's wetlands have been destroyed in the 1ast 150 years,

_ Historically, wetlands were a. dominant feature of our state, die in
Jargeparttothe impactsof - ot o T
- The Ice Age. As the last glaciers advanced and retreated through

Wisconsin, they scoured out vast, poorly drained basins that became

swamps, marshes, and bogs. In the early. 1800's, wetlands covered

roughly one-quarter of our state. Today, only half of our original
wetlands remain, and these areas continue to be destroyed at an ever-
increasingrate, - - ¢ s
‘Wetlands play a vital role in our environment. They provide essen-
tial habitat for many species of fish, birds, mammals, and numerous
rare and endangered species.' Wetlands, among the most productive
ecosystems on'earth, provide habitat that supports muich of the sport
fishing, hunting, and trapping that is 50-imporiant to the Wisconsin
way of life. Wetlands are also necessary for much of our natura re-
source and tourism based economy, oo T U =
Wetlands help prevent flood' damage by acting. as giant: natural

' sponges.-The major flooding in the summer-of 1993 all too clearly

~ highlighted the dangers of destroying wetlands along our rivers,
During large rainfails, the wetlands can' soak up much excess water.
Later; the wetlands can slowly release this water into surrounding
ral sponges, the: flood: waters quickly rise above river banks and
cause severe damage to communities and the environment. -
“'The ability. of wetlands to trap and-hold water also ‘enables these
areas to act as hidden drinking water reservoirs, recharging ground-
water stores during dry spells. Wetlands along lakeshores help pre-
vent shoreline erosion by buffering the wave action that wears away
on the banks. - Bt

soils and dense, deep rooted vegetation, wetlands
lution filtfation system. Surface waters flowing
cleansed as pollutants and excess nutrients from
are filtered out. Some communities’in Wiscon-
{ry have even created artificial. wetlands to
a.lower cost to-taxpayers’ than: traditional
. treatment  systems. Resource economists: have
t it would cost hundreds of billions.of dollars toteplace

. 4

rivers, lakes and groundwater aquifers. When we destroy these natu-

w tla;:ds pro-

-
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byRepresentatzve 5D EENE AR O
- The old: saymgm“mothﬁr Namxe knows {
best” is normally right when. we talk about ' {°
our environmoént; This is especlal’iy trae
when we talk about controlling flooding
rivers. Large, cotnplex flood control dams
}1 and levees cost billions 'of dollats and are
{ often not nearly’ as ‘effective ‘as. Mother
Nature's own sxmpie flood coatml syste -

- wetlands.

{  We have known for a iang txme that ;

¢ . saving .our; remammg wetlands * from -

A _destruction i important for many reasons. -

Wetian:is are key-wildlife habitat--"they -
‘run-off ;mllutants and they help to

order o~ reduce ﬂoa&mg, w'e shauid -
_Tecreate: somc of the wetlands we, have_ :

Wxscansm $ .Iandscapz When the Tast” _
glaciers xetreated thmugh our area during
“the-last'ice age, they carved out large, |
poorly drained basins that fitled with water .
and became swamps, marshes ‘and bogs.
Two hundred years ago, wetlands covered -
" almost one quarter of our state. Today, only

half of our wetlands remain and these are |
threatened with destruction. In rapidly |
growing parts of the state, especially near :
Milwaukee, wztiands are facmg even more
pressure.’ o g

In addition to’ thear other values, weﬂand:s
play ‘a very -important rolé in reducin
floods. After the 1993 floods burst through -
levees and threatened to wash out many.
dams, sumc sc:entlsts staxted Iooicmg back:

WA e

phes_xowmc;tf_‘_’.':---. -
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. and do something good for the environment,

i " simple home"improvements to.reduce
energy ‘and water use can end up paying big -
dividends for the environment, and quickly
rewa.rd ‘the homeowner':wnh

improvements Wit 'bagger pmiaiems ilke air
pollution, energy use or water shortage.

of éach of us Taking decisions.about how'to -
: usc anergy and water. m our daziy }:wes _

Spcakmg .iéaky faucets conszder thls

. ~hour adds up to six gallons a day or 2190

‘money down the drain, A 50-cent washer

_replax:emem dnpicss faucet costs $50+ $100
- and will pay for itself in one or two years..

S ‘i‘-S{tart tH.ome
_ ' by Repmsentaiwe Spencer Black
If you are }ookmg 10 save . some.’ mcney :

. the best place 1o start is right at home. Many

Jower utility

These big problems; however, are the result

" -a faucet dripping at the rate of one quart per-
.gallons per year. That wastes water and:is -
.can solve..the: problem,. while a new

brick in the toilet tank aiso sdves water .+
«*-for help and advice on home improvements,

Installing -one high~energy light bulb can
" eliminate the need to burn 570 pounds of
coal -at a power: plant. This also prevents
over 400 pounds of air pollutants from the
power plant, Even better, a high-efficiency
bulb can save you $35-on your energy bills
over the life of the bulb.

As we head into the heating season, it will
- be getting easier to feel drafty windows in
. your-home. A  one-sixteenth-inch gap
around a three—by five-foot window lets in
;as'much air as a one ‘square: foot hole in’
“your wall. Energy experts estimate that tiny
gaps around the doors and windows in a
typical-American house add up to a three by
-three foot hole. That's like leaving a
window wide open in the middle of winter.
“A two dollar tube of caulk can stop these
drafis and fix the problem.

It would make a big difference if we all -
cut down on our energy use for heating and
cooling. We wouldn’t need to burn.a lot of
coal, o, natural gas and nuclear fuel and
.we could prevent a lot of air and other
-pollution. And to top it off, who would
mind a smaller heating bill?

Your local utility is a'géod place to ask

-Most utilities will have free home energy

_audit services, and many even offer a rebate

“tohomeowners  for making conservation
Jinvestments. When it comes to protecting
the environment and savmg a few, doilars,

“the answers start at home
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LEgislator urges voters to end

erosion of environmental _msm

By Joe Knight
Leader-Telegram staff

The November elections will .

determine whether the state contin-
ues a two-year trend of rolling back
- environmental - safeguards or
resumes a-guarter-century of envi-
ronmental leadership, said Rep.
Spencer Black, D-Madison.
. Black, ﬁ&o has written several-
: wmﬁaﬁzmﬁa bills, spoke to aboul’
70 people. at a meeting of the Sierra
Club in Eau Claire last week.
“We are really at a crossroads
when it comes fo the environment,”
Black said.

Wisconsin traditionally ?3
ranked among the top states for
environmental . quality, partly
because of an independent DNR
and the old public intervenor’s
office, he said.

He wﬁm_ﬁn& the state’s environ-

ment So&m %nrmm without them. -

Language in the last state budget

moved the pablic intervenor out of
the Attorney General’s office and
into the DNR. The public intervenor
also lost-its mﬁng to v:nm law-
suits, L
The UZ% mmoEEQ and several
top positions have been made posi-
fions direct] mwgumﬁa by the gov-
ernor
Black had E:,gaoma a bill to
restore the DNR and public inter-
Venor’s &moa 6] mwmn former sta-
tus.

1t was defeated 3 one <o8.5 the
state Assembly. That narrow margin
emphasizes the importance of the
upcoming elections, he said.

There were attempts in the
Legisltature over the past fwo years
to exempt thé Department of
Transportation from environmental
regulations, divert funding from the

wﬁimamwﬁ wmomuma ga mum wild
lands for development, M
Becanse of public. oinmo 56
efforts were defeated, he mma ‘but
there will be similar efforts to samwﬁ
en environmental programs if voters
don’t elect more mmﬁmonanammw.
friendly legislators, he said.’ "
“They just succeeded in mmx_mm,
half the job dorie,” he said. :
The oomm&mﬁg& ﬁwn:amm also
are critical for the. ﬁ_ﬁmomﬁgm
because . the . House . of
Representatives,. Mng by mwomwﬁ,
Newt Gingrich, has been hostile to
the environment, he said, . .~
Congress has tried to ‘weaken the'
Endangered Species Act and the
Clean Water Act and sell off major
portions of Nationa} wﬁw@ he said
In most cases
President Clinton have Hﬁ,@anm
the gutting of momﬁmw aacnamgmm»mw :
laws, Black mma .

;., .

-

-
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by Representati S;ncer
Black o pence

“347 acres. of fores
land near Phoenj y
for sale. Mountain - vie
surrounded by - Corgnado
National Forest. " Fuil.of ~
minerals. Assessed .

- Valuabje :
Lat$2.9 “billion
SELL for $1,7: .
~information, all -
Washingtor, DC and ask
for Unéle Sam.” ~

e g e

- Af you saw that ad in the

- hewspaper,  you. would
- probably think - it was a

real and the joke is on the
American” "taxpayer’

U.S. government:is forced:

joke.- Unfortunately, the.:
deal described above is for .

Because of an 1872 law, the' -

foui@d-ﬁ?cr#_fare the legacy
of “mining ‘operations on
the federal lands. However,

_the law remairns the way it

was” written in- 1872

becaus

bétter ' understood, this
mining law is a scandal.

“Bince the law was passed,
over 3.2 million dcres have
~been sold* to 'mining,
ecau the | mining
comparnies, with all thejr -
lobbyists ‘and. campaign®

For years, a coalition of

groups have fought-'to
change this 124-year-old
law. They have an ally in
President Clinton -who has
been trying to reform this
law and imake the mining

 contributions,” have been
.. able’to Convince: Congress.... -

10 continue. to allow “this
“off"of “the:", ic

at .- 1872 prices, but at
.. loday’s assessed prices.
*. ., Even though there is strong
. 'pressure” to" ‘reduce ‘the
deficit, Congress killed the
="~ 1994 reform proposal. As a
One - recult of the Congressional -
h * - Inaction, “the “giveaways -

land |

firms pay for the land -- not -

" continue.: Almost. 600 -

- holding an estimated $85
billion worth* of minerals’
remait sate for' pennies.

mining will be carried

- taxpayer and environmental .-

AN, N TR 10

w——
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Environment major issue next

9_ Eirunmen .

legislative session

Protecting  our “gnvi-
ronment was a major issue
in the recent elections.
Wisconsin's newly elected
Legislature will face sev-
eral imporiant environ-
mental dssues | when o it
meets again jn 19977

- Mining is sure to.be '

major . legisiative. isste.
EXXON's proposed Wolf
River-mire near Crandon
is one of several potentisk
mines in suifide ore hodies
in northern Wiscongin, A
broad coalition of more
than - 6 conservation md
environmental groups is
fighting for a moratorium
on sulfide mines until it
can be shown that they
will not pollute our rivers.

fakes and drinking water. .]
will again propose the
Sulfide Mining - Momato-

. rium. Bill which will pro--
hibit the 'openingof 3 'new’
mine in’a’salfide orebody -

‘untl 4 similar mine has

been operated elsewhere for
at least H years without
causing significant envi-
ronmental damage. -

~CEXKCON's
Wolf River mine will cro-
ate. ‘Wisconsin's  largest
wxic waste dump.  The
taifings:  (mine.. waste)
dump which will be lo-
cated in the headwaters of
the Wolf River will be 50
feet high and cover an area
the size of 350 football
fields. EXXOM also is
planning to build a 38
mile long pipeline across
northern  Wisconsin o
dump up 1o a mijlion. gal-
lons of wastewater a.day in
the Wisconsin  River.
EXXON cannot cite a sin-
gle example of a mine in a
suffide ore body like the

proposed:

Wolf River deposit that
has not tuused extensive
poHution.
Moratorium  Bill i a
‘common sense approack to
prevent miniag operations

from polluting our drink- J.
“ing water, rivers and Iakes. § -

- Restoring our system

“of “environmental | protec.
tion. will alsa be 2 top pri- -

-ority. Wisconsin's system
of protecting our outdoogs

was devastated by the Lag-
iskature’s last session. As
a résult, the Department of
Natwral Regources is now
ren by political patronage
appointees and our envi-
ronmental watchdogs. the
Public Intervenors, have
been eliminated, Now, the
Governor can hand pick
the DNR Secretary and can
fire that appointee  any

<ofime- a decision o limit. o
< pollption - displeases his™:
< osupporrers,  The conservi:’

tion Restoration Act wil
restore Aldo  Leopold's
systerns of a politically in-
dependert  Department of
Natural Resources and will

restore the Office of 1he

Public intervenor.

The Legislatre will
also need to take action to
stop other stmes from
dumping their nonrecycled
garbage in  Wisconsin.
Last spring, the US. Sa-
preme Court ruled that the
part of Wisconsin's recy-
cling law that bans the
dumping of nonrecycled
waste from other states
into Wisconsin landfills is
unconstitutional. This
could reduce the effective-
ness of our recycling law.
Gur recycling law is work-
ing well - cutting the
amomnt af waste amine D

THE BANNER JOURN. L {

The Mining~d- '
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Swimming or boating in one of
Wisconsin's 15,000 takes is a great way
for many of us to relax and enjoy our
natural resources. As the leaves begin
almost over. Unfortunately, the news at

good news.

accidents makes clear the nced to

water next season: Between January 1
state were involved in accidents caus-
watercraft, commonly called jet skis.

Although jet skis account for less than 3
percent of all boats registered in

‘Safer waters need

to change colors and the days get short- *
er, the 1996 summer. boating season is,

the end of the boating season is not all.

than other types of boats. With an acei
" dent rate much higher than other boats, |
‘it is clearer. than the water in Lake
Superior that Wisconsin needs to pass:
*“reasonable regulations to reduce boat-
' ing accidents involving jet skis.
- Before ‘the next boating season.
“begins, I will introduce a bill into the'
Legislature to require a 200-foot safety
~zone for jet skis on all of our state lakes
_This proposal would require that jet
skis fravel at the slowest possible speed:

information about this year’s boating

improve - Wisconsin’s boating safety
faws befors we put our boats. into the

and September 1, 1996, 103 boats in the .

ing injury. Thirty-six of those boats
involved in_accidents were personal

gwnow_mma_ they were involved in 35

‘percent of all boating accidents with -
injuries during the 1996 boating season. .
‘These statistics wete compiled from
reports: prepared by water safety field:

personnel.-

- These. startling numbers show that ﬁ..
“jet ski-is 10 times more likely to be.

involved in an accident causing injury

safety zone
_..M.wccmro& Wisconsin: This safety zone
~will make it safer for anglers, swim-

by Rep. Spencer Black

thin 200 feet of all shorelines in lakes

mers and other boaters to enjoy our
1akes.

" This safety zone will help to reduce
‘the extremely high accident rate for jet
skis. It will also help protect the envi-
-ronmental quality of our lakes. Because
personal watercraft. are highly maneu-

“-verable and can operate in very shallow

water, they .can travel fast in areas

/here most boats cannot go or must
travel very slowly. This high speed
‘travel close to: shore harms fish spawn-
ing beds, increases lake shore erosion,

~and disturbs. wildlife. like loons and

‘other waterfowl, - .
The 200-foot safety zone will also

“reduce the nuisance of jet skis experi-
~enced by many anglers, lakeshore home

owners and people enjoying beaches
and parks along the water. All too often,
instead of a happy day at the lake, peo-
ple have encountered the noise and dan-
ger posed by jet skis coming too close
to their property and their fishing and
swimming areas. This reasonable regu-

lation will reduce the annoyance from!

jet skis and increase safety for all.
"safe places for all of us to relax and
have. fun without worrying about acci-

dents. This safety zone will protect our

natural resources and cut down on boat-
ing accidents and injuries. Making sure
that owr lakes are safe for all users
would make next year’s boating season
befter than ever.

e o Y

Wisconsin’s 15,000 lakes should be.



- To the Editor:

2717 Rio Algom, the two multi-billion

wo:@:m the payments.

Mining Interests
ready PR biitz

-} .- Ready or nat, Wisconsin residents
" soon will be exposed to many
promises about the proposed Cran-
*‘don mine — if you haven't been al--
ready. i
Sources tell ys that Exxon and:

‘dollar eorporations that created
Crandon Mining Co., are going 1o -
- spend at least $1 million in media
“ads in the next few months, This .
- million or g0 is small potatoes | 7

these two massive corporations.:

_Don’t be surprised to also see fully

page ads in newspapers.

—

$o why the big advertising blitz
- by Crandon Mining?State

Spent ] lans to

S reiniroduce the mining morato-

rium bill in January, which is mak-
ing Crandon Mining officials ner-
COWOMS. e
Exxop-and Rio Algom wouldn't

.. have to spend this million dellars

for advertising if they could just

1. give the people of Wisconsin the

name of one metallic sulfide mine

" that has not caused pollution —

anywhere in the world! But they
cannot, Because all metallic sul-
fide mines have cansed pollution

1} - that's a fact.

One radie ad you might hearisa
lady who took & 16-hour bus ride to
Canada to check out a reclaimed
mine. She said she saw a park.

T T

where children were playing; s,me :

without a drooping leaf and water
so pure and refreshing, she
couldn’t drink enough of it,.

The ad (which is paid for by

" Crandon Mining Co.) doesn’t say

where she went in Canada, POW'R
(Protect Our Wolf River) has found
out that she visited the Elliot Lake
area. She visited three mines,
which were all uranium mines,
These mines she visited, and other
uranium mines, have contami-
nated 10 lakes and the Serpent
River, = - .
Guess whoe paid for this lady's -
bus trip to Elliot Lake, Canada? —
that’s right, Crandon Mining Ce.
« . LenPubanz
POW'R (Protect Our Wolf River)
Shawano
T A
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B n_.onomma to ﬂm_o_mom
- state grants in 1999
... By:Laura Ignarski W U/L

© Wausau Daily Herald
" "Recycling programs mroﬁE be

- funded directly by those who dump .
" in landfills — such as manufacturers -

~~when state aid runs out in Hmww a
_ state lawmaker says, -

@m%%&m@@%ﬁﬁwﬁmﬁm

should be paid w.w those m_mw Q.mws the -
- waste,” sai i

D-Madison, a member o
§

Oogn@@ on %m m,;ﬂc% a, mm@.%ﬂm
which met Tuesday at the ?mmhmmwon
Ooﬁmww Health Department,

One sclution to replace state
money for recycling i to charge a
“tipping fee” for each ton of material
dumped in a landfill:Th .
dated recycling programs: are partly
funded by a surcharge on the income
taxes of corporations; vmnﬁmnm?wm
and other businesses. .

The surcharge, which ends in
1999, turns into %,mswm that the state
mm:% to local agencies. to help them
meet the recycling mandate.. .

In Wausau, the state granted
$139,206 in 1996 to mmma ?m 88?

cling program, said H&,Emm:m Qwomw
finance director. The wmnwnmﬁm pro-
gram cost about $347.000.

“The balance is funded: md.oﬁmw the
general property tax levy,” Groat

said. “The city has not developed any
concrete plans as to how to fund the

- program when the mwm@m mgmﬁm is

gone.”
If the state were to m&cw funding

the program completely, the cost.

would be about 9 cents per $1,000

‘assessed valuation, or about $9in

gum:wrﬁam?m wwm oﬁwmwomm
100,000 house. * -
mﬁzﬁm the burden on’ gmﬁmmmmm
and other groups that dump large

). Scholiel
. SATThat would be a key benefit of a

amounts of waste into landfills would

“provide an incentive to produce more

- recyclable materials, Black said.

““We live in a system where busi-
nesses respond to economic incen-
gmm " he said.

m,mé had to pay a fee for using a

. .mou.nm@&wmm type of plastic, Black
" said, businesses might choose a recy-

nwmzm. Emwmm& which reduces waste.

; chairman of the cominittee,

tipping fee,

It would pul a burden on the peo-

ple. who take a lot of waste to dump,”
ﬁmnﬁmw said.

The committee is looking at
al other options, including:

B Fees for disposal of s
materials.

R A fee on solid waste hau
incinerator operators.

M An advance disposal fee ¢l
when a retailer purchases a s
item.

WA continuation of the sur
on businesses, .

W Using revenue from the
general fund.

The committee will continue
cuss funding alternatives £
recycling program at its meetir
17 in Madison.

A




CLINTON
The Clinton Topper

0CT 10 5

nrmental protection
:  Protecting our environment is a
top-priority for voters in Wis-
consin ‘and throughout the na-
tion. - After two years of
congressional and state legisla-
tive attacks on laws to keep our
air and water clean, the public is
standing up and saying loud and
. clear that protecting our envi-
ronment. will be a priority for
- voters in the fall elections. - _

‘Opinion: polls this Spring and
‘summer ‘have -all shown what
. many have said all along: when
it comes to protecting our envi-
onment, the American public is
- way ‘ahead of the politicians.
- With the ¢eléction drawing near,
. many politicians are -quickly
desire for a-clean and safe envi-

| discussed selling off National
¢ bas beard enough about rolling

port for environmental protection, it
idates all over the country -~ starting
m Presi Wil talk at every campaign stop
- about protecting the environment. This strategy- seems to be working.
In a recent poll, President Clinton considered better than Bob Dole
at handling issues concerning the en o
Here in Wisconsin, the récent pri
10 issues can help candidates
ior onsery.

from President Clinton on down
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Proposed mine th_reatens river

Norman Maclean wrete a

novel about it, Robert Redford”

and Brad Pitt made a movie
about it, and now a giant mining

company wants to dw a mine .

next to it

Norman M&CIG&B s nove “A '

' "Rwer Runs Through It,” is a
story about Mr. Maclean’s child-
- hood: growing up alongside the
Blackfoot River in west central
Montana. The river ran through
Mr. ‘Maclean’s 1ife and ‘was one
of the strongest influences on
his refationships with his family.

When Robert Redford’s
movie — which was based on
the book — was released a few

_years ago, millions of peeple got.:
~their first glimpse of: w11c§

" “Montana and the beautiful free.
flowing mountain rivers that Mr.
Maciean described in his novel.

Today, another project is

planned for alongside for

Blackfoot River,. Mmmg compa-

ny giants Phelps Dodge and
Canyon ‘Resources Inc. are
proposing a gigantic gold and
silver mine that would be closer
than 800 yards to the river’s
edge. The Blackfoot River is
home to the native cutthroat and
bull trout and is one of the
‘attractions to a strong regional
tourist economy.

The mining companies want
to take 3.6 million tons of gold

.mountains
river. To get

~however, the
mining com- p

‘have - o

ore from the
alongside the

this gold ore,”

panigs will

remove and-'

crush  hun- :
dreds of mil-
{tons of tons- ODIIHQH

of mountain. By spencef
More than Black

80 percent of :

the gold that is mined today is

used for decoration and jewelry.

To.get a medium- -weight wed-

ding ‘band that uses 1. 5 ‘ounees
“of gold, this proposed mine will™

need to dig and crush more than
75 tons of surroundmg moun-
fains, :

When fuiiv developed the
Blackfoot mine operation will

cover almost 8 square miles of

land. In the mine’s wake will be
an open hole, 1 mile long and a
half-mile wide and up to 1,300
feet deep. After the gold is
removed, the ground-up waste
tailings rock will be left in
mounds that stand more than
600 feet tall ~ higher than the
Washington Monument.

Conservationists and many
local citizens and busmesses

Lk ‘-‘ —

that depend on tourists are

working to oppose the mine, but.

unfortunately, they expect the

. state of Montana 1o approve the’
. minein the near future -

_ Alihough we have no moun- S
tains in: Wisconsin, we also

-:share the threat to- -one of our
most loved wild rivers from a
‘giant

mine proposal. The
Wisconsin mine threatens our
Wolf River with acid mine poi--
lution and could devastate a
local tourist based economy.

Here in Wisconsin, hunters

‘and anglers, Native Americans,

senior citizens, environmental-
ists, church groups and tens of

-thousands ‘of others are working: -
“together to pass the sulfide min-

ing moratorium bill. This legis~
tation will delay Exxon’s pro-
posal to open their Wolf River

~Mine until a similar sulfide ore .
- mine has operated for at least 10
‘years without polluting rivers,.

lakes and drinking water sup-

- plies.

Since the minerals have been

in the ground undisturbed for

millions of years, waiting for

another mine to operate for 10°

years without pollution seems a
pretty small wait.

Rep. Spencer Black, D~

Madison, represents.
Wisconsin’s 77th Assembly
District.

» . !__“ .
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: _m,e::ewm_ Exczzang contact .:3 §am at POWR, NUQ waa _

© 3, Mmo ballots vwﬁ gmm Rnnznm
48 voted for the mine and pipeline

. 1o ”wma voted for Eo mine, cﬁ mm.ﬁzmm the Em@rmn

__ _ ﬂcqm._ .\.ww__g@m wam. :
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and heavy meats, to. say nothing
Hammond of its impact.on mnms__o beauty -
Central St. Croix News of our North: i

JUN 18 1997 xnaémaum~

__”%w._wmau.ﬁw Environment’

_. ma _‘ a.am because | believe:

1 :

MM%MMMN”__ Rhinelander and d Ev_ z:i B
E_mac:mmn River instead.

specitics
statement, -
_aonmmgn_ﬁ ﬁ_ _Qn r.1amiusta
mﬁ:mo_mw E .

mine nes )
likely to. v&_ﬁm_ﬂ aE _ mm_&m mza :

ground water i_”: wcmczn moa




Newspaper Association
702 N. Midvale Bivd.
Madison, Wis. 53705

Clipping Service Division

FENNIMORE

Times

JUN 19 1997




