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xks To the Editor: =
NG P oam writing: becquse |
FChair-  believe the _uocimmo_? m.mn..\.:v:ﬂ.
CIOnIES  need to know ahout &’ stafement
dals to made by the Ass mhly’ Enviros-
H mis- ment Committee Chairman, Mare
#its.”  Dulf, at the recent pubdic hearing
ames-  on Assembly Bilj 70, the Mining
towns  Moeratorium Bill, the meeling was
legiti-  held in Ladysmish, wi on May
Town 12, 1997 and tasted over 7 hours.
It was attended by more than 300
people,
Before  getting . iptg the
resp | SPecifics of Rep, Duff's. state.
Ment, some background informa-
' the UOR 38 in order. §am jista regular
oarfs | CIUEE, 2 pharmasist by rade, §

aiended the meeting because |
the| am concerned that Exxon's pro-
posed  zine-copper mine’ near
Crandon, Wi is ligely 10 poiiute
our lakes and ground water: with
salfuric acids and heavy metals,
{0 say nothing of it impact on.ibe,
seenie - beauty: ‘of“"0ur North
Woods, 1’s common knowledge
that the mine would producs the
largest toxic wagte dump.in the
stale, u “ailings dump” (hat
would cover an areg over 200
foothall fields in size and be as
high as a Hestory building, Since
the waste warer from: the mine
would not rmeet standards for
dumping into the neuarby Wolf
River, Exxon proposes 5 pump
over 2 million gallons of water 4
day over o Rhinelander  and
dump it into the Wisconsiy, River
instead, R
 Tom Ward, a member of the
Wisconsin Resources Profection
Council, was ope of many : o
speak at the hearing, At ORe Boint

zr&..m
18471

during his heated testimony: he
said to Rep. Duff, “They: should
put the tailings dump i

Madison.” T was shocked to héar
Rep. Duff respond, “Fine by me.”
Ward went on 1o say, “Well #00k.
Let's work on thar Let's‘put the
dump right down there: with
Governor Thompson. Let it/ lnok
over Lake Mendota and Lakg
Monona and ler's putap  the

A ARR WY €A A i ¥ - B4

(waste} water from Madison o
Middieton when they pet donie
with j2.” S
“Fine by me.” Is that any sort
of stalement o be coming from
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ELLEG LAY M. a0 LKIaL dIlY oLH L i
statement to be coming from the lips
of the Chairman of the Assembly En-
vironmeént Committee? It shows a
great lack of sensitivity to the con-
cerns of the people of Northern Wis-
consin and leads me to wonder if any
part of the state is immune to exploi-
tation by:‘the-mining industry,

's nosecret that other potential
identified close
uwClaive, Based on
Rement,. even Washburn
County is not sacred. Would vou want
such a dump-to be put next to your
hdme? If your answer is “no,” please
speak up and voice your opinion to
your state representative. And con-
tact the Speaker'of the Assembly, Rep.
Ben Brancel, to request that the bill
be brought to a vote on the Assembly
floor as soon as possible,

Laura Furtman
Webster
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" Opposes Mining

; Dear Editor, .

i Tam writing because I believe the
! people of Washburnt County need to
1 know about a statement made by the
i Assembi¥ Envi ent Committee

£ meeting Was he nLadysmith May
" 12 and lasted over seven hours. it
was attended by more than 300
people. N
Before getting into the specifics of
Rep. Dufl’s statementysome ack:
ground information Isin o.amm.. lam
just a regular citizen, a pharmacist by
trade, attended the meeting because
Fam concerned that Exxon’s proposed
zinc-copper mine area near Crandon
is likely to pollute our lakes and
ground water with sulfuric acid E.ﬁ
heavy metals, to say nothing of ks
impact on the scenic beauty of our
north woods. It's common knowledge
that the mine would produce the larg-
est toxic waste dump in the state, a
“tailings dump” that would cover an |
area over 200 football fields in size
and be as high as a 10-story building, -
Sirice the waste water from the mine
would not meet standards for dump-
ing into the nearby Wolf River, _.mxxbs
Proposes 10 pump over a million gal-
lons of water a day over to
Rbi Aump. it inte. ke
{ 1 River instead; i
Tom Ward, 3 member of the Wis. |
consin Resources Protection Council, .
was one of many to speak at the hear- |
ing. At one point during his heated |
testimaony he said to Rep. Duff, “They |
should put the tilings dump down :
in Madison.” 1 was shocked to smwm |
Rep. Duff respond, “Fine by me.” .
Ward wenton to say, “Weli good. let’s
wark on that. Let’s put the dump right |
down there with Governor Thompson.
Let it look over Lake Mendota and .
Lake Monona and let’s.pump the
{waste) water Irom Madison to
Middleton when they get done with
i . :
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to dump on Madison -
1 am writing’ because L believe the peopla of
« Crtagamia and Watpaca Counfies noed 10 Eﬂ%
¥

about & statement Tade .5 1hi

%%ﬁﬁﬂaﬁ%ﬁgmwﬁﬁ.
ment, some background iformation i in"order. §
g_ﬁwwﬁnﬁﬁ.%gw%ggg &
attanded fe mesling because | am concemad
that Exxor's proposed zinc-copper mine near
Crancion is Skely 1o poliute our lakes and ground
water with sulfuric acid and heavy rmetals, 1o say
nothing of its. inpact on the scenic beauly of our
North woods, its common knowiedge that the mine
woitkd produce e iargest foxic waste dump in the
sate, a Yallings dump! that would cover an'area
?@%ﬁﬁn&mﬁ%smﬁm&igﬁgﬁm
10 slory buiiding.since the wasle water fom the
mine would not raet mgm. for a.ﬁéaﬁ into

Toirs Ward, g member. o._ the Wi Bespurces
Protection Gounclh-wag one of many 1o spesk al
e hearing, At ona point dufing his healed testi-
michy ha sakd i Rep. Dulf, "Thay should put the
tailings dump down in Madison.” | was shocked 1o
hear Rep. DUt respond;:"Fing by me:" Wasd wen!
on 10 say, "Well goorl Let's work on thal. Let's put
the dump right down there with Governor
Thompson. Let it jook over Lake Mendota and
.ake Moncana and let's pump the waste waler
:oa Wackson to Middkéton when they mmm done

*Fine by mel* Is that any ot of wEmBmmﬁ fo.be
coming from the lps of the Chairmar; of the
Asserbly Envirpnment Commitips? 1t Shows Tack
of seasitivity 1o the concerns of g, Eov_m of
Northam Wisconsin.

Bpring aﬁ.ww a gnﬁ Sm
iather ook

Laura Furtman
Webster, Wi

town of Nashville. One'is mngiﬁ,
L ~ oieke place tonight in Crandon it
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Hon-mi ties, Few jobs
go totocal people, We'gat -~ -
‘increased property taxes and
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.7 The Publie Intervenor’s office
Wwas gathering scientifie.data on
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it were-abolished, Coinicidence? 1
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Crandon Mine’ roman 1
step forward in opening 1

Bym Associated Pross

‘Crandon Mining Co. has won a

- round in its effort to open a mine’

in northern Wisconsin.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
ngers in St. Paul, Minn., has deter-
mined that a transfer of water from,
the Great Lakes basin as proposed
by Crandon Mining, would not be
illegal. AR

Crandon Mining Co., 2 subsid-

jary of Exxon Coal and Minerals -
Co. of Houston and Rio Algom. -
Ltd. of Toronto, is seeking state -

and federal approval to remove 55

million tons of ore from the project
‘gite, starting in about the year. .S IR R R
- U 5 The 'Corps of Engineers ste

2000. : .

The zinc andk_ic_ﬁppéf_n’iine, tobe
located about five miles south of

Crandon in Forest County, would
be one of the largest in North
America. It would operate for
about 30 years and provide about
400 permanent full-time jobs. © - °

1f the mine is built, the company

will need to pump water.out of un-

derground shafts. Crandon Mining '
‘has asked for state approval :to

- gend 600 galién_’s: ‘a rp'__inute
treated wastewater to the Wiscot

sinRiver, i

into the picture because. the
is-in the Lake Michigan

tershed: At issue is v
ing ground water ou _
would be a diversion of water
from the Great Lakes to the Mis-
sissippi: Valley watershed, of
which the Wisconsin River.is part.

The state Department of Natu-
ral Resources said it would not be,

Associated Pross -

WAUSAD  —
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ByRobertimrie .

Us ‘Crandon Mining
Co. spent $553,898 in the first six . shail
‘months of the -year lobbys

forces, a- company official
hursday,
e'are ot h Biacx
pend this kind of money on a " view
related ‘effort,” Dale Alberts

appy about having _

~“We didn’t expect there was
. to bean. aggressive anti-
g campaign led by a few law- -
rs” who ha

" maker: ave turned mining  “Des)
Cintoa partisan political issue,” he

dollar gampaign, e los
the court of public opinion,” Black’
| .Most of the expense has in- said; “People. who  want: strong:
1%& ed replying ' to ~legislation

. promoted by Rep. Spencer Black, of
| D-Madison, he said. '

! measure was approved by

‘the .po
anti- 1

of this.”

t0.a copper and zinc d

partnership formed by Exxon Coal |

wants to dig &

don, burying ta

they are losingin_ -

mining laws can spend a fraction’

| the Sénate in March and awaits ac-

1

tion by the Assembly.

| It.would pre yent the state De-
. partment of Natural Resources.

. from allowing ‘metal-ore mining
. without showing that a previous
" mine somewhere in North Amer-
| ica operated at least 10 years with-
out polluting- ground water or
" surface water.

_Also, the example would have
ts he a mine that has shown no

sign of pollution af least 10 years’

after closing. -

‘Crities say the criteria would ef-
fectively prevent metal mining in
Wisconsin, whose only existing ore

nerals of Houston and by
federal permission
L TEIMOVE fiiton tons ofore. -
Defenders of the proposal say it.
can provide jobs and the environ-;
ment would be protected by DNR-
regulations. ,
~ Four groups, including Crandon-
Mining, spent $765,508 lobbying -
against the - moratorium " bill
through the first six months of the -
year; Black said,’ quoting records
filed with the state Ethics Board. -,
“The Senate's approval ‘of thes
bill “woke up a lot of companies in.
Wisconsin,” Alberts said..
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! State Journal staff:

mzttee on the-enmranment.
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| that the hill; appr ved:
Senate ldst-month, v
! put out “for pubim heamngs or
| brought out of com_' i
| tion” by ‘the entire Assembiy But
i Committee ‘Chairman Marc “Duff,
| R-New" Serim said ‘Tuesday. e

! will hold hearmgs and he expeets-

the Assembiy 1o debate the bzll

n gets Assembly' ear

A bill that would piace a mera-
toriunt on metallic mining in Wis-
consin will get two public hea,nngs.
before the state :Assembly's: c0m~_

o dlsposmg of: pate‘_

Some crities . had . speculated::
by the state
; niot be:

e for ac-

AIso on ‘I‘uesday, Duffs commit-
tee heard testimony g
from Gov. Tommy Th
mining companies
use the best curres

mining, wastes

‘Mining oppcme is cbargefi the
proposal was to i
more than a pl :
tion ‘from the mining moratomum_ :
bill'But® Stan ruckenmiller, an
offictal with tafe; Departm;ent '
of ‘Natural ources, ‘said the
agency supports the bill because it :
would ‘make lear what is required
in existing’ .




The reparted shortag of
: ground water in the dee
: h_of Wauke !

" million” years
© ago, is the prin-
. eipal bedrock
‘aguifer’ for
. southetn and
- western Wis-
- gonsi

:'Wmmnsm

Drawdowns of 7 to 10 feet per'

. gear within the aquifer should

ring the alarm and bring new

* light to Wisconsin's water issugs

. following Milwaukee's. Crypto-

spandmm legacy, recent flood-

. ing and Exxon’s ;:mposed C‘r;m-

. donmine. .

. “Ground Water 101 t‘eaches :

‘“ufl;;at water is essential to life. Yet

sgveral Waukesha County Re-

puhlican Assembly representa-
tives have not yet pledged their

~ gupport for the Mining Mora-
torium Bill that passed the Sen-
ate on March 11 on a very strong
bipartisan vote of 29-3.

The bill is being stalled in
commitiee by Rep. Marc Duff
{R-New Berlin), Other Wauke-
sha County representatives not
yet pledging their support for

U [

and is. .also tapped b}’

321 Wlscom A

The meeting will be hosted by
the Mining. Impaa:t Coalition of |
Wisconsin Inc. in coordination
with the Waukesha Environ-

. mental Action League.

Linda Sturaot, co-chair, |
_ Miilwaukee Chapter
Mmmg Impact Coalition
: of Wzsconszn I!’iﬂ ?

&ﬂvers, road projects
create acc;dam: :andstians

I was res:enﬂy launched fmm
the seat of my motorcycle into

- the traffic of Blue Mound Road.

The person driving the “mo-
bile office” that collided with me
had more important matters to
solve than simply controlling
the vehicle. Miraculously, I sur-
vived with only cuts, bruises
and an overwhelming urge to
write about my recent observ-
ations:

The alternative east-west
routes you would normally ex-
pect to take to. aveid I-94 are
also under construction. Blue
Mound Rid is the only alter-
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'Hundreds pack hearing
on mining legislation
200 FdL area residents attend event

MILWAUKEE (AP) -~ Feople
arived by the busicad to jam the
iinal hearing on a bill that would
require mining companies to prove
they can operate without harming
the environment before proceeding
with a Wisconsin project.

"About 200 people from Fond du
Lac and Brothertown areas were
among those who attended the
event, according to & local orga-
nizer: The local delegation was led:

s W i of Wall 2
by Tom Soles, president of W ail- . is needid to protect water resoure:

eyes. for Tomiorrow; who- joired:
other environmentalists in arguing
that the bill would %rfxzsmct aga;ust_

oliution; mining industry spokes-
I;gm comtended the bill would do

Tething but hust state businesses.

- This bilt ... is unwarranted and
unnecessary and adds nothing to
the environmental protection of
this state,” said lobbyist and law-
yer Anthony Ead, a former Wis-
‘gonsin governor and former secre-
tary of the Department of Natural
Resources.

“This bill does not ban sulfide
mining altogether, but it does de-

Mining/

lay it untit it can be shown that it
can be done safely,” said Rep.
Spencer Black, D-Madison, in tes-
nfying for the measure that be in-

The Senate-passed bil] would re-
quire 2 company planning to start
a mine to show in advance that &
similar project operated: for 10
years and had been closed for 10
years: without causing: environ-
mental problems. . oo E e

Proponents of the bill contend it

es, particalarly the Wolf River,
from a planned underground mine
atCrandon. = 0 i
Crandon- Mining Co. is secking
approval for a mine that would re-
move 55 mﬂhonfpgu;gs&f mﬁg
and copper ore osit i
Forest County. Crandon Miming i
a Wisconsin partnership formed
by Bxxon Coal and Minerals Co,,
of Houston, and Rio Algom Lid,,
of Torunto, :
Signs reading ''No Exxon

W See Mining Page A2

VL W, Lugy -

f, 2l i.a'z’m.r'w

2,000 letters back mining moratorium

MADISON (AP) - Mining op-
ponents delivered 2,000 letters to
the governor via. kayak {o show
support for a Senate-passed min-
ing moratorium bill that is due for
a hearing next week.

"It's our view that the governor
really needs to engage with the
people on this issue,” said Bob

" Hudek, director of Wisconsin Citi-

Zen Action. ‘

About 15 members of Wiscon-
sin Citizen Action and other envi-
ronmental groups delivered the
handwritten letters Thursday to
the office of Gov. Tommy Thomp-
son. . :

Leaders of the group met briefly
with Thompson aides to discuss
the proposed legislation. They also
urged that Thompson offer to par-
ticipate in-a public foram that may
be organized in Green Bay on a
proposed underground copper and
zing mine near Crandon,

Crandon Mining Co., a subsid-
iary of mining giants Ric Algom
and Exxon, is secking state and

federal permits to build the mine - -
near the headwaters of the Wolf °

River,

Although the Green Bay public
forum is not yet scheduled, the en-
vironmental group would be will-
ing to organize such a meeting, es-
pecially if Thompson agreed to at-
tend, Hudek said,

“The questionable safety of me-

tallic sulfide mines is the most im-
portant environmental issue facing
the governor right now,” said
Lisanne Nelson Brandon, polcy
director of Citizen Action. “These
letters state uneguivocally that
Wisconsin residents don’t want to
be Exxon’s guinea pigs for a mine
using unproven technology right
on the headwaters of the Wolf
River.” ’

A hearing on the moratorium
bill is scheduled next Tuesday at
State Fair Park in West Allis. It is
being held by state Rep. Marc

. R-New Berlin, chairman of
the Assernbly’s environment com-
mittee.

The moratorium bill would re-
quire mining companies seeking
approval for 2 project 10 provide
information on a similar mine that
was operated for 10 years and
closed for 10 years without caus
ing environmental damage.

The bili was passed by the Sen-
ate last spring on a 29-3 vote.

“mr Continued from Page A1 -

Mine’" and “'Savé the Wolf River”
were amnong those displayed at the
hearing held by the Assembly En-
vironment Committee. e
The other side. in. the dispute
showed signs reading “‘Forest
County Needs Mining” and
“Mining marters to. Wisconsin
workers.” Other signs noted how
modern society relies on the kind

Zrandon. . i
Louise Hermsen, vice president ¢
of planning and support services

for P&H. Mining Equipment; of
Milwaukee,. said her company is
concerned the bill would send a2
dangerous. signal to customers

Jaround the world *'thar this indus-

is ot welcomie in Wisconsin.”
Each side in the dispute had

some union backing:

“Reasonable regulation i the

“key” to protecting the Wolf River
=and other natural zesources, said
<« Glenn  Wicklund, president of
of metals that would be mined at [~

Steelworkers Local 1114, repre-
senting 1,000 employees at P&H.
He said he opposed the bill be-
cause it would hunt employment

apportunities ar P&H's Milwan-

to prove that they can do what i,

kee plants. they claim to be able to do — to
About 150 members of the local  operate a sulfide mine for 10 year”
attended the hearing, without damaging the enviro:

Gerry Gunderson, an employee

. of Rexnord - in West. Milwaukesé

and member of Local 1527,
United Steelworkers of America,
said his local passed a resolution
in support of the mining morato-
rium because members believe
Exxon and Rio Algom have poor
labor and environmental wmack
records i other states and nations.

“The moratorium bill only re-
quires companies such as Exxon

ment,” Gunderson said, “Exxo

--says, ‘Profit first,” ‘We say, ‘Pray

it first,”"

The Assembly Environmen
Committee is expected to act o
the measure next month, said it
chairman, Rep. Marc Duff, R
New Berlin. It lkely will be for
warded to the full Assembly for
action later this year.

The Senate passed the bill on 2
289-3 vote last spring.

- -
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Human waste left after mine protest

DNR investigating
after material is found
in metal drums at site

Antigo -— Environmentalists
who staged a summer profest
against a proposed mine left be-
hind 2 stinking mess of thou-
sands of pounds of human
waste stored in metal drums
and left on a wilderness trail, of-
fictals said Tuesday.

“Here they are protesting in
Forest County for protecting the
Wolf River, and here they are

“said. Both vented and sealed
‘drums were left on the trail.
:  Several phene messages left
.- for Wisconsin Earth First! mem-
Thirteen 55-gallon drums of “bers were not immediately re-
waste were left on the private ~ turned. .
property by members of Earth |- A bear hunter discovered the
First! who had rallied in Cran- 7 stinking drums and  reported
don in July to protest the pro- ! them, Shadick said. They proba-
posed Crandon mine, Shadick:  bly would have been discovered
sadel. igarbier i a windstorm hadnt
The landowner didn't know :knocked down trees. that
about the waste, but his  bocked the path used by hunt-
37-year-old son was friends with  ers, snowmaobilers, A riders
somte of the protesiers and had ' and hikers,
given them permission to ledve: | Neal Baudhuin of the state
the drums, Shadick said, “oovl: Blepartment  of MNatural Re-
The son said the drums were ' sources said they arc investigat-
vented and woald have become:. Hing the dumping and will de-
compost within a year, Shadick ' termine whether Fo  issue

300 vards from the river leaving -
this,” Chief Depuly Larry Shadi-
ek of the Langlade County Sher--
iff's Department said Tuesday. -

citations,

A local sanitation company
drained and disposed of the
waste.

The DNR said the material
wasn't hazardous, Shadick said.

“it was disgusting more than
anything else,” he said.

During the July protest, 29
members of Earth Fiest! were ar-
rested during a demonstration
against Crandon Mining Co. as
they blocked access to company
offices in Crandon and refused
to disperse.

The protest was part of a
nine-day international conven-
tien in the Nicolet National For-
est in northern Wisconsin, At-
tendees said a total of about 250

people attended the gathering,

Crandon Mining, a Wisconsin
partnership formed by two in-
ternational mining firms, Bxxon
Coal and Minerals, of Houston,
and Rio Algom Lid, of Toronto,
is secking state and federal per-
mission o remove 55 million
tons of mostly zinc and copper
ore from an underground mine
south of Crandon.

Opponents contend the mine
would pollute water supplies,
including the Wolf River, and
damage the environment, Sup-
puorters say the mining can be
done safely, and the project
would give the area an econom-
ic boost through hundreds of
new jobs.
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'mentat degradation have not been realized.

Woeful description
doesn’t fit Wisconsin

By Miliard Johnson

An Aug. 24 guest column by Thomas
Michael Powers warned that communi-
ties in northern Wisconsin should not
believe the rosy economic promises of
the multinational mining corporations.
Most mining towns, said Powers, are
rundown and decrepit. Poverty and un-
employment rates are higher in mining
towns, and so are rates. of child abuse,

eoholism and spouse battering.
He'is ‘evidently talking about. mmmg
towns in Montana, where he is chairman
of the University of Montana economics
department. His description doesnt fit
any mining town in Wisconsin.

Powers should visit Ladysmith, site of
Kennecott's Flambeau Copper Mine.
When 1 phoned the Ladysmith city hall, I
was told the citizens are behaving them-
selves very well. The biggest outbreak of
anti-social behavior occurred when anti-
. mining activists demonstrated.

More econemic benefits of mining can
be seen at the Lake Wazee Recreational
area in Jackson County. This is the site
of an open pit taconite mine that was
closed in 1983, and is now a 3,200-acre
public recreation area. The mine pit is
fully reclaimed as-a l46-acre lake —
deep, clear and popular with fisherfolk
and scuba divers.

Crandon is a community in Forest
County where “unemployment hovers
around 7.5 percent, double the state av-
erage. Residents uld welcome the
high-paying jobs that™a proposed zinc
mine would bring, but nBdey wants to

Johnson is a free-lance wﬁts?\@m

Madison. «
N

¥ %

Demonstrators protested the F!ambeau Mme in 1991 To data, the:r fears of enqun-»

GUEST COLUMN

ride an economic roller coaster of boom:
and-bust that leaves a host of social and
finaneial problems in its draft.

That's why Wisconsin mining regula-
tions require a soexoeconom}c impact
study before a mining permit is issued.
The Crandon mine will provide a major
increase in jobs, tax base and tax reve-
nue in a three-county area around the
mine, while increasing the population by

only 1.2 percent during the 28 years of -

mine operation. That's the conclusion of

an extensive study conducted by a re-

specteci consulting firm..

Economic deveiopment canbea duﬁl-'-
ous blessing, however, and the writeris
quite right in warning that the envzron~r_' :

ment should not be sacrificed for the

sake of promised economic prosperity.

There is now in northern Wisconsin’ é
real estate market that ultimately will
“develop” the shoreline of every ava@-
able lake and stream. People want to
own a piece of what's left of the wﬂder*
ness. We kill what we love when we
clasp it too closely. The beauty of notﬁl
ern Wisconsin will be its undoing unless
constraints are put on its consnmption.

The sell-off of the northwoods is fa-
cilitated by the highways that make i so
accessible. It's the same force thal is
driving urban sprawl in the southern
half of Wisconsin, A ubiquitous car eul-
ture, heavily subsidized by federal ‘and
state policies, is strangling the citieg and
exploiting rural and wilderness areas. .

Let's put a moratorium on roads

‘building, not on mining. Doubling the

user fees on motor vehicles may not bé
as pohtxeally aftractive as attacking the
mining industry, but it would do-a lot
more to preserve the environment.

RN




."waestment in future
“was made possible

By Al Christianson

1 don't know what mines Thomas Mi-
chael Powers was talking about in his di-
atribe on mining and local economies

. wasn’t talking about the Flambeau mine
- at Ladysmith.

/1 wish Powers would come here and
lock for the poverty, unemployment and
—economic depression he attributes to
- mining communities. What. he would
- find instead is living proof that mining
“can lift a community, not just while the
- mine is open but for many years ; after.

" First and foremost, the Flambeau
‘mine was environmentally clean
“throughout its four years of operation. A
sophisticated water treatment plant pro-
i tected the Flambeau River and its excel-
tent fishery. Now Flambeau Mining
Company is reclaiming the mine site in a
- careful and responsible manner.

. ...The local economy? That story is even
" better. While the mine was open, it em-
ployed up to 70 people in family-

“The ‘Net Proceéeds Tax on mining

brought an unprecedented level of fund-

.- ing for economic development Through

effective. cooperation local communities

-used this short-term boost to invest in a

“prosperous future, Here is a summary of
the benefits to date:

'-'-_--:'Total mining tax revenues to Lady-

: Ca_anty $4 million through 1999,

M Total public and private investment
as a result of mine-stimulated projects -—
More than $25 million,

B New business space constructed or
being planned — 427,700 square feet.

W Jobs saved or created so far — More
than 300, four times the mine’s employ-
ment.

How did we do it? In a word, plan-
ning.

Even before the mine started, local
governments began working to prevent
the up and down cycles that can go with
a brief mine project. Our goal was to

. produce long-term jobs, and we did that
- largely by investing mine tax revenue to
eonstruct or renovate buildings for sale
or lease to businesses.

Christianson is city administrator in

‘a W8I ¥/7/47

ining economics

" (guest column, Aug. 24). I do know he

‘supporting jobs, most filled by area resi-
:dents. But that was just the begznnmg

~-gmith, the town of Grant- and ‘Rusk

GUEST COLUMN

B Mine taxes paxd_ for two 12,000
square-foot industrial buildings in Glen
Flora and Weyerhaeuser The Glen
Flora building is leased to a computer
salvage and recycling firm; the Weyer-
haeuser building houses Piccard Med-
ical, which makes supplies to aid people
with physical or medical infirmities.
There were 40 new jobs created, and
both firms pian to expand.

8 Mine revenues helped Ladysmithi
and Rusk County renovate an old indus-
trial site in the city, turning an eyesore
into an attractive, modern building that
now houses: ADF, an acrylic manufac-
turer; Flambeau Liﬂl{'}, a printer; and
The Sign Shop. The three firms employ!
90 people. Lease revenue from the build-_
ing is about $50,000 a year.

MMine payments to the city and
county covered nearly half the $1.3 mil
lion cost of the Ladysmith/Rusk Coun
Enterprise Center in the Ladysmith In1
dustrial Park This bulldmg provides
seven manufacturing spaces-from 1,400
to 10,000 square feet, s;mczaily deszg}:e

N lThe Discreticnary Payments Pro _
gram administered by the state’s Mining
Impact Board paid more than 90 percent
of the $3 million cost of a new plant £
Conwed, an office furnitire manufa
turer. 'I‘hzs helped Ladysmith retain 10
jobs, and the company  has alreadsé
added 30 more. The relocation of Con:
wed helped provide space for window
manufacturer Weather Shield to expand|
— and-create 100 to 200 new jobs; ;

There is much more. A direct gift of |
$300,000 from the mine, combined with
$250,000 in mine taxes from Rusk County |
and $350 000 in mine taxes from the city,
helped build the new Ladysmith library,
The mine provided matching funds to
improve our airport. Mining revenues
make up much of the financing for a new
building for Norse Building Systems, a
maker of modular homes that chose to
locate in the area, bringing 60 jobs.

It may be years before Rusk County
can caiculate the full benefit of the
Flambeau mine. We do know that our
economy is far stronger today than be-
fore we had the mine, and that our fu-
ture looks brighter than ever.

As Forest County residents look
toward the prospect of mining in their
community, they can expect the same
benefits we have enjoyed — as long as

%
1
i



Frustrated environmentalists
are asking for a recall election of
Rgp. John Ainsworth for his
fallure to take a stand on the
mining moratorium bill.

" iMembers of the group Protect
Gur Wolf River {(POWR} have
taken out ads inn two local news-
papers asking people who are in
favor of a recall petition to
coniact them.

Senate Bill 3 is a bili which
would postpone opening any new
metailic sulfide mines in the
state of Wisconsin until a similar
mine has been open for 10 years
and closed and reclaimed for 10
years without contaminating

ground or surface water,
The bill was authored by Rep.

Spencer Black (D-Madisonj and .

was in essence created because
of Crandon Mining Company's
propesed mine near Crandon. -

“There is a concern AMong my
constituents as to why I haven't:
stated a position on Senate Bill

3,” Ainsworth {R-Shawano) said,

Ainsworth said he hasa't
taken & stand because the bill

isn't before the Assembiy yet. The

bill passed the Senate earlier this
year by a vote of 29-3.

“He {Ainsworth} won't take a
stand,” said Judy Pubanz, a
member of POWR, o

All of the townships on the
river have signed resolutions
against the mine, Judy Pubanz

Riter, Hawks
i win Shawano

i Invite

-+ Prep Sports Results

See Sports/Bl

$1.00 News Stand

said.
“We would like to work with

~him.” she said.

Judy's husband Len who is
also a member of POW'R recently

- flew over the area where the Tt

ings dump would be and tock

pictures and videotaped the
‘area. '

"*For the DNR to consider
putting it in this area is incredi-

ble,” Len said. “There is water

almost all the way around. I'm

even more strongly against it.”
“F would be happy il John

would support us,” Len said.
The mine's opponents worty

- that drainage frem the mine's
“dump will pollute the Wolf River,
‘and that the 33,600 gallons of

treated waslewater the company

plans ‘to discharge inte the
Wiscongin River each hour will
taint that waterway.

To- avoid violating the Welf
River's high-quality destgnation -
for ‘water cleantiness, Crandon -
Mining proposes pumping water |

frosn. 4 treatment’ plant at the
mine to the Wisconsin River.
The bill, which has been in the
Assembly Envitonment Commit-
tee since it passed the Senate.
has-been delayed because two
hearings where supposed to take
place in Wisconsin concerning
the hill;
. Omehearing took place at the
Ladysmith mine and the second
one is scheduled for Oct. 14,
The-second hearing had been

cangeiled twice bepause of

budget delays.

Once the second hearing is
held, the Assembly Environment
Commities will vote on the bill
and send it to the Assembly.

Ainsworth sald the author's
amendment to the bill, which
defines vague words and more
clearly defines the author's
intent. is improving the bill.

He said the amendment shows
how the bill was unclear.

The bill is expected to come
pefore the Assembly this fall,

Ainsworth said he is treating
this as any other biil.

The bill is not urgent because
no one is beginning to mine yet,
Ainsworth said.

“We have to do this properly.”
he said.

“I'm eorncerned zbout the
credibifity of Exxon,” said Sena-
tor Robert Cowles (R-Green Bayl.

Cowles, who is the former
chair of the Environmental
Comrnittee, sald he found pro-
mining rhetoric unrcasonable.

"My feeling was the bill created
extra standards,” Cowles satd. "
didn't seem unreasonable 1
e

Chair of the Assembly Envi:
ronment Committee Mare Duf
said there are a lot of odd myths
about the bill,

The hill Iz @ statewide bill and
it would affect Cranden, but it
would also affect other mining
Dt said.

See Bill/Page A2
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vidence still at lab,
ndge orders delay

3ELOIT (AP} -— A judge post-
sed Tuesday's triad for an -
s man accused of murderinga
man in his pickup truck and
‘owing the body into a Wiscon-
: creek.

fvidence, including bloods-
ned clothes taken from a
ongd man charged in the
ath, still needs analysis at the
_te crime lab, attomeys said.
Prosecutors also want to
mit evidence that Gordon
dersen had committed a simi-
orime three years ago.

Reck County Circuit Court
dge Edwin Dahlberg delayed
derson’s trial following a
:day hearing. “[tis in the inter-
. of everyone that we have a falr
al.” Dahlberg said.

Anderson, 40. is accused of
wving from Rockford, Il to
ral Rock County and murder-
3 a Roekford woman, Brenda
“Donald, 38. in his pickup
ik May 2. Police say another
an, Jamie Moore, 24, also was
the truck.

Moore told police Anderson hit
- woman with a hammer so she
a1ié not 1alk to authorities,
Anderson contends Moore
livered the fatal blows — for

- samie reason — and his jeans

there were items that weren't
forwarded to the crime lab.”
O'Leary said.

Anderson and Moore met
while incarcerated, Moore's
defenise attorney, Larry Petersen
said, Moore, convicted of car
theft, lved with Anderson in
Rockford. along with their two
fiancees, and was working with
him in construction when the
mnerder oecurred.

In seeking the trial delay,
Anderson's attorney, Jack Hoag,
sai¢d there was insufficient time
1o review Anderson’s 1994 court
file from a sexual assaull convic-
tion in Ogle County, 1L

O'Leary i5 seeking to admit
evidence of the conviction at the
upcoming trial.

Three years ago, Anderson
met a woman in an [ilinois bar
and offered to drive her toa Roek-
ford tavern in a pickup truck
belonging to the construction
company he worked for, accord-
ing to court records.

On the retun drive, Anderson
stopped the truck, pulled the
woman out of the truck and
assaulted her. Anderson was
sentenced o five years in prison.

Moore's defense attorney,
Larry Peterson also wants {0 use

~s STATE/LOCAL +
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+Bill

The Assembly will give far
more attention to the bill, Duff
said. Duff said he has toured the
Ladysmith mine and is thour-
oughly reviewing mining,

Duff said the committee is
commitied to stringent laws
which restrict mining.

“We make mining laws in
Wiscongin the toughest in the
country and to some people it will
never be fough enough,” Duff

said. “ we have a strong regula- .

tions framework we should be
able to move forward.”

The problem with Senate Bill 3
is some 5aid it was a ban on
mining, some said it was amora-
torium on mining and some said
it did nothing, Duff said.

“Before we act we have tomake
sure we know what it does,” bBuff
said.

puff said he thinks what

happened in the Senate makes it~

ciear they didn't have the votes 1o
- *
¢Homecoming

The kids are ajways disap-
pointed because the parade is
during the day, Block said.

The parade starts at |0:30

Ca ..

e St b O

ban mining,

If Sen, Black wants a real
mining moratorium bill he
should go back and rewtite it.
Dulff said. :

There is broad Supporl to
iraprove the laws theugh, Duff
said.

Duff said-he is planning on
drafting a bill that will not ban
mining but will be more mean-
ingful than the bill that passed
the Senate. e
" Senate Bill 3 provides for
employment of Jawyers to suc,
which could delay the mine, Duff
sald. o

Duff said the committee puts a
lot of effort to improve the mining
laws. ]

“We - dre reviewing situations
in other states with mines,” Duff
said, “There is much more to the
issue than emoions.”

There have been a series of
bills to improve mining laws,
Tuff said. The laws ask for new

rules for groundwater standards
near mines and would require
the mining company to put aside
money for reclamation problems.

There i§ a very long permit
process, Dulf said.

Duff said they plan on drafting
an enviromental impact state-
ment by early next year for the
Crandon mine. There willthenbe
a master hearing so people can
come out and review the preject.

“That takes years,” Duff said.
“A lot of perople have guestions
abeut Crandon and are suggest-
ing big conspiracy theories that
just are not there.”

The master hearing will be
significant, Duff said.

1 dom't know if they will get a
permit,” Duff said. “I'm putling
trust in the professionals and

_consultants.”

The mine would have to have
reclamation {o repalr any water
missing and if they dont the

I
mine would lose its permit.
I 1t affects the Wolf River, the3”
permit would be pulled, Duff™
said, The Wolf River has stan-*%
dards that are more strict than®?
federal standards, because the
Wolf is one of Wisconsin'so™
outstanding resources. it ha%’
much more difficult standards to®"
meet, A
vl

Trff said it ts his understand®>"”
ing that Crandon Mining is minm:_,.
to try to use the same technology™
for the Cranden mine that is at
the Ladysmith mine.

Crandon Mining Company is mw

Wisconsirt partnership formed
by two international mining
companies: Exxon Coal and
Minerals Co. of Houston and Rioy;.
Algom Limited of Toronto. o

it wants to remove 55 milliong,.

tens of mostly zinc and copper,o
ore from a shaft mine about eight

miles south of Crandon near the

Mole Lake Indian Reservation. .

[

ES |

ing 80-90 floats this vear, Last

year the parade had 60-70 floats.
Five trophies [or the best floats

will be given out, Butris said.

Anrnhina hoamde frnm Shatm-

between the classes,” Block said.
“They help each other and there's
no secrecy.”

Parents can get involved this
Rlasrk Thao wrhant

vear waird

1

game is being played on Satur--1-
day. The dance will be in the ™
commons. The bonfire will be on ¥
the east side of the new foothall ¥
field and isitet nanering will not




By Tron Besm
of the fournal Seatinel siaff

Empire, Colo. — Lodgepole
and  bristlecone pines poke
through a fresh blanket of spting
show atop Red Mounkain, a
Front Range
above the
Jones Pasa,

Elk and bighoen sheep regu-
farly greet mine workeszs and vis-
itors driving wp the mowdain on

enderson mine &t

“ice-vovered Clear Creck County
: Road 202,

A few thousand feet bensath

i this alpine scene, explosives and
: diesel-powered aam.ﬁﬁ&a i
:chines, known as muckers, are

f

holtowing vut a portion of the
mountain, removing aboud

33000 tons of molybdenum ore

wach day. Engines roar 2s the
muckers push into piles of ore,
seooping up to L2 tons of 2ock on
each pass.

The main mite office building.
sits on the mountainside at an o
evation of 10,408 feet, Ore now is
being removed from tunnels
suore than & haifmife below,

To date, 120 miles of tuonefls,
equivaient to the disfance be-
tweens Milwankee and Green
Bay, have been blasted out of the
muuntain 1o gain access to the
are, according to senior mine en~
gineer Brad Nelion. Nekwen, 2
Wisconsin native, has worked
here sinde mnmmﬂmz“m in 1978
from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Platteville a degree in
wilstling engineering,

Traing haul the ore nealy 15
i srip that inchudes a 10-
{ thre: % e
tains — fo 3 proce

peak towering i

The model mine?

Farth-friendly Colorado project is touted as example for Wisconsin

Filas of crhed mofybd

L
Each tom of ore provides 5 b 8 pounds of malybdenite, used in lebricants and i ron and steel procuc

The biil, first § duced

g at th

PHOT | i
4 malt sguth of Parshall, Colo.

Rep. Spencer Black EE»&EN
s intended ko block state permits
far the propose¢ Crandon mine
in Fozest County.

Industry praise for the Hen.
derson mise and mil appears
watranted, with the excephios of
a miner teak of politants from 2
waste rock storage ares. The
wine began temiovitg ore ftom
the monntain in 1976, & decade
after the minerl deposit was
i . Th had

thi other side of the Cont {
Drivide, south of Parshail on the
Withams Fork River in Grand
County. There, the ere is ground
and dumped inte water tanks
where the molybdenite floats to
the surface. It is a soft, gray min-
eral used in kebridants and pig-
ments and in the production of
i, steel and metst attoys.

In Februavy, industry officials
at a meeting in Milwivkes der
sceibed this sprawling under-
ground mine and milt — the
world's fargest producer of mo-
tybdenite ~— as a premier exam-
ple of 3 moders project that peo-
terts the environment.

Rare boteal toads, a species in
danger of extincdion in Colorado
and much of the West, five in the
mine's waler treatment ponds,
they said. firook trout were de-
acribed as thoving in the west
branch of Clear Creek, down-
stream of the wine's discharge
pipe.

Those achievements are ene
reason the state Assembly and
Gov. Tomusy Thompson should
not approve & metabore mindng
maratorie in Wisconsin, say

P
swapped 11,060 acres of tand
with the (L.5. Forest Service in
exchange for Fed. Mounfain,
which had been a pazt of the
Arapaha National Forest

Ins interviews, mumerous Col-
orado environmental officiale
described the mine's T, Cli-
#aw Motybdenum Ca, a fubsid-
by of Cyprus Climax Metals
Ca, a5 “respensible” and “will-
izg bo go beyvend pecmil require-
ments.”

The Coloradn Department of
Nutural Resources meported no
violations of any permit condi-
fions. The agency is responsible
for supesvising the reclamati

Henderson mine
S 1975, ibe Cimar Molbdenuf
€, has produced 550 milion

of molybdenite fiom s Henderson
i Colosinders From,

of any areas disturbad by mining
and for regulating the mill's
waste zuck disposal site, known
as a tailings pile.

Discharges from mine waste-
water storage lagooss have not

tndustry praise: for the Henderson

En 1950, Aflem and other B4
officials impesed more siringent
discharge mﬂww-m on the compa-
ny's zearby Urad mine tallings
pile. The mine there i clased,.
and water seeping ont of thoge

ming and mill appears warrantad,
with the exteption of 2 minor

tailings is coll t and treated

#t a spociat facility. :
Climax  Muylybdenum was

months ahead of the. foderal July.

of thy Wi

P 5
Mining Associaion, an industry
trade group in Madison that
sponsored the February meeting.
The stale Senate voted in favor
of the meagure fast month.

Pubtic Hearing Tuesday

On Tuesday, the Assembi
Committee on Environment wilt
copduct a public hearing on
mining lechnology issues bigin-
ning at 1 pan. in Koom 418
Northwest of the state Capitol in
Madison. Bep, Mare Duff {R-
Mew Berin), the committee
chairman, also intends & hold
ane o2 two public hearings on
the moratorium bill in May, he
said.

feak of potl froma

waske sock HOrage ared.

violated state limits In the last
five years, said Phil Hagemans, a
permit manager with the waler
quality conteol division of the
Coborady Department of Public
Health and Enviresment. He ze-
viewed comprter records at the
request of the fournal Sentinel.

Planz Allen, an enviropmoental
enginger with the LS, Enviton-
mantal Protection Agency’s re-
giomad office in Denver, aise
compliaenied the company’s
track record.

93 deadbize for ¢ the
new limits, sccording fo Aden,
"They have significantly im-
proved the qualily of their waier
dischurges” ks Woods Creek, she
said ) :
MNew Treatment Facility

Euarler this month, the com~
pany hegan testing = new waste-
wale i
sare
the Henderson mine. The new
plant also wili treak water
pumped out of the mine, said

" 1

discharged te two smaller ia
geons. About 106D gatlons o
trealed water cach ‘minute
more than 14 miflion gallens 2
day - i5 pumped into the west
fork of Clear Crevk,

State  permits

Tests show concentrations of the
metal are less than hatf that
amount, Beierle said,

ing from the site, according
Bererde, A smell amount of mar
ganese fag been found in th
monitor closest fo the dam, an
the company is studying me,
sares be prevent addibonal feak;
she waid,
- The proposed Crandon m
in Furest Connty, by outr
woukd be required o consiru
Tandfifl with several fayers
protective liners on the battom,
Also, 2 crushed-ore storage
pite at the Henderson mill decs
st sit atop i liner, and Colorado
perasits do not require the com-
pany to collect any metal-con-
Exomngbed waler — rain oz mebe
ing snow - flowing off the
The water drains tos the &

Ance Beierle,
manager for all of the company’s
Colorada operations. :
Currently, mine wastewaler is
poured into 3 large storage Ia-

e Wi : ieg
id be required to instail
and pumps avound rock
storage sites by oothict the tainted
water for bepabment. .
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Yes, clean water is our true treasure that mus

By REP. SPENCER BLACK

5 magine an airplane that
Hﬁﬁmvmu every tine it took
off. Suppose the manufacturer
of that plane
then claimed
that he had
some new
technology
that would
prevent fu-
ture prob-
lems and he
invited you
on the next
fiight. Before
you boarded
that plane, you would probably
want to see at least one suc-
cessful flight.

That scenario is similar to
the situation we now face with
proposals 1o open mines in sul-
fide ore bodies in northern
Wiscensin such as Exxon’s pro-
posed Wolf River mine, Why?
Because every mine in a simi-
lar sulfide ore body has led to
severe environmental damage.

Wisconsin will be the big
loser if Exxen's proposed Wolf
River mine ends up polluting
drinking water supplies or our
rivers and iakes. For that rea-
son, I have proposed the Sul-
fide Mining Moeratorium BilL
My bill will prokibit the open-
ing of a new mine in a suifide
ore body until a similar mine
has been operated elsewhere
for at least 10 years without
significant environmental dam-
age.

Black

Conservation groups are @.ﬂ
asking legislators 1o pledge 1o
vote for the mining.morato-

rium bill when the Legislature: .
reconvenes next year. Already,
over 55 candidates for the state .

Legislature have piedged to the
voters to protect our environ-
ment by voting for the iining
motatorium. :

Wisconsin Manufacturers .
and Commerce, which lobbies

- for Exxon at the state. Capitol,

opposes the sulfide mining
moratorium. The WMC and
Exxon lobbyists will tell you
that we should trust Exxon to
protect our rivers, lakes and-

drinking water, But should we? .

A few years ago, Exxon asked
the people of Alaska to trust
them to ship oil safely. The re-
sult was the Exxon Valdez «
the biggest environmental di-
saster in recent history — a gi-
gantic oil spill that destroyed
hundreds of miles of pristine-
coastline and devastated the lo-
cal economy. . - :

Here's why a ining morate- -

rium is needed. The ore inthe
proposed Exxon mine contains
a high percentage of sulfide’
minerais. In order 10 extract

the copper, zing and other met- .

als, the mining operation pul-
verizes the sulfide rock, While-

the valuable minerals would be
shipped te Canada, the ground

up sulfide mineraly called tail-
ings would be left near the

mine in what would be Wiscon--

sin's largest waste dump. The
tailings dump would be 90 feet

U146 Om\ F < @g@ " \&n\ %

- mining wastes have caused ex-

“ore body similar to the Wolf
' River deposit that has not
- caused extensive pollution. . -
" The mine at Ladysmith that

- -ent, It is not underground and
_ai the ore is shipped to Can=- 77
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Thess Pont/Counterpeint comméntaries were. written by Rep.
Spencer Black of Madison, the-Demagratic leader of the Assembly
Natural Resources Commitiee,”ang James Buchen, a Sheboygan
native who represents Wisconsin Manufaciurers & Cammerce.

high and cover an area equiva: -
lent to 350 footbali fields.
When created, this gigantic
toxic waste dump, the largest
in the state by far, would be in
the headwaters of the Wolf
River.

Across the country, sulfide:

tensive environmental damage
from acid draining into rivers,.
lakes and drinking water sup-
plies. A great many rivers in
Appalachia and the Rocky 2
Mountains remain lifeless due
to acid drainage from mines,
Exxon cannot cite even ope
example of a mine in a sulfide’

WMC mentions is very differ

ada, There is no toxic waste:
dump like there would be at
Exxon's Woif River mine,

| “'WMC and Exxon lobbyists

. ‘admit that past mines have

‘caused great environmental

_ damage, but now claim that

new technologies will prevent

- that damage. However, those
~itechnelogies are unproven. In
- fact, the Summpitvilie mine in
i Colorade, which cpened only 10
. 'vears ago, had to be shut down
“after polluting many miles of
:trout streams and poisoning
- water supplies in scuthern Col-
Uorade. Taxpayers in that state

will pay as much as $150 mil-
lion to try to clean up the dam-
age. Exxon says minng prob-

“rlems are all-in the past, but as
“ the Summitville ming disaster

“shows, recently opened mines

" continue to cause grave envi-

‘ronmental damage. -
T-WMC and Exxon lobbyists
‘claim that Wisconsin’s mining
laws are already strong’

 enough, However, our mining
i Jaws contain many loopholes.
... For example, the mining indus-

t be protected

try is the-only activity in the
state exempt from the state’s
groundwater law — the law
that protects our drinking wa-
ter. Mines must follow sepa-
rate, but weaker, rules.

Also, many of the provisions
of thé mining laws can be
waived at the request of the
mining corapany and with the
approval of state Department
of Natural Resources, This is
especially worrisome now that
the DNR is a politically con-
trolled agency. Until last vear,
the DNR was run by an inde-
pendent citizens board.

DNR chanpges wortisome

However, changes made by
the Republican Legislature
have put the DNR under the
control of the Department of
Administration Secretary
James Kiauser. Before his
present position, James
Kiauser was a lobbyist for
Exxon.

The Legislature also elimi-
nated the Public Intervenor,
whose job was to be a watch-
dog of the DNR. Incidentally, it
was lobbyists from WMC that
led the lobbying campaign at
the Capitol to put the DNR un-
der Klauser's control and to
get rid of our envirommental
watchdog, the Public Interve-
nor.

In addition to putting the
state’s largest toxic dump in
the headwaters of the Woif
River, Exxon also is plunning
to build a 38-mile-Jong pipeline

Ie)

across northern Wisconsin t
the Wisconsin River. Their
plans call for dumping up ¢
million galions of waste wat
a day in the Wisconsin Rive
outside Rhinelander. The re
son Exxon want 1o go to the
pense of building this pipeli
is that their waste water is
polleted 1o legally dump in
Wolf River. So, now they Wi
to threaten the water qualit
two of Wisconsir's great ri
ers, the Wisconsin and the
Woif.

Big campaign donations

WM('s associates will be
spending hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in campaig
contributions on the upeom
election. They want 1o per-
suade candidates for the Is
tature to stand up for Exxo
stead of our state’s envirorn
ment. It is up 10 you, the w
ers, 1o ask the candidates £
the Legisiature in your are
whether they have signedi
pledge to vote for the mini
moratorium bill, Lel's put ¢
interests of Wisconsin citii
and our beautiful outdoors
— before the interests of
Exxon.

The Mining Moratorium
{5 4 COMIMON-SENsEe APProa
prevent mining operations
from peliuting our drinkin
rer and rivers and lakes,
greatest weaith in Wiscont
frot copper or zinc — it s ¢
plentiful supply of ciear w




No, Wisconsin already has mﬁﬁwmmb:&mm_wow _noaonum mines

By JAMES BUCHEN

g\mmogﬁn has fong been re-

garded as having one of

the most comprehensive and
effective environmental regula-
tory programs in the country.

For industry, T

that has of-

ten meant
having to
comply with
standards

. that excesd

national

nOTMS OF
those in
place in

i ion.  Buchen

pHance with stricter standards

comes at a higher price, most

Wisconsin industries have

found they can remain compet-

itive by employing innovative
environmental control technol-
ogles or process changes, The
bottom line is that Wisconsin
industry has demonsirated thay

. astrong economy and a clean
envirooment ¢an go hand in

- hand.

- The Wisconsin success story
was no aceident, It was the re-
sult of an historic commitment
on the part of environmental
advocacy groups, key legisla-
tors, DNR leadership and in-

- dustry working together to
solve enviroamental problems.
As.a result, extremism gave
way to what were, for the most
part, scientifically defensible

try moving into the state, a

standards and a practical ap-
proach to impleimentation,
Over the last 20 years, Wiscon-
sin, often in advance of federal
requirements, adopted compre-
hensive regulatory programs
governing air pollution, water
pollution, solid and hazardous
waste, toxic emissions, mining,
wétlands and groundwater. As
aresult; industry is no longer a
major environmental threat.
Industry a ‘booglie man'

Today, the more politically

- sensitive issue of non-point
- source pollution i$ the primary

environmental challenge facing
the state. Yot some environ-
mental activists have found it
is difficult to sustain the move-
ment without using the big in-

- dustzial “boogie man as the

rallying point. Enter the debate
aver mining in Wisconsin.

It's time for the business
community and the citizens of
Wisconsin to stand up to envi-
rommental extremism,

The mining industry of
course, must comply with Wis-
consin’s comprehensive air and

-water pollution laws as'any.
other industry would; but in ad-
_ditlon it is subject to a upique

set of mining and reclamation
regulations that are widely ac-
knowledged to he among the
most stringent in the world.
Again, as with other new indus-

rning project must be able to.
meet Wisconsin's environmen-
tal standards, or it would not

‘réceive a permit to operate.

.In other words, under cur-
rent iaw a permit will not be
granted unless a mine can be
opetrated without ﬁwomsmum the
air and water of the state,

Nevertheless, the proposed

. copperfzingmine at Crandon

has become arallying point for
envirenmental extremists who
are cynically using this project
to reinvigorate the environ-
mental movement and boost
sagging memberships. Unfortu-

nately, in order to “sell fear™

and make: their ¢ase that this
project somehow poses an im-
minent threat to the environ-
ment; they have to stretch the
truth and mislead the public.
" Some of the misstatements
and haif-truths are subtle, such
as this Hine from an anti-mining
flier distributed by the Envi-
ronmental Decade: “Strong wa-
ter quality standards are
neéeded now to ensure that
mines that poliute our water
are not permitted in our state”
This implies that current
laws are somehow inadequate
to prevent water peoilution from

‘a mining project. Of course,
_ the reality is that no new in-

dustry, including mining would
receive a permit to operate in

‘Wisconsin if it actually posed a

real threat to the environment,
-Other aliepations are more’

- blatant distortions, such as

Rep. Spencer Black’s comment

o the fleor of the State As-

sembly that the “Exxon Weif

_half-truths is beginning to

River sulfide mine would dump

over a million gallons every
day of pollution into the Missis-
sippi River system.” :
The reality is that the pro-
posed mine will discharge ap-
proximately 650,000 gallons - -~
per day of treated proundwater
into the Wisconsin River, This
water discharge will be clean
enough to easily meet all of
Wisconsin's siripgent water
quality standards. Clearly un- -
der current jaw, neither the
mine nor any. other industry
would be allowed to discharge
untreated “pollution” into any
surface water of the state.
Mach of their rhetoric is
pure demagoguery, such as
this statement attributed to the -
executive director of the Envi-
ronmental Decade, *Their
strategy is the same here as in
developing nations, they
weaken: the laws, exploit the. -
resources and destroy the envi-.
ronment that formerly sus-
tained the community.”
Usdpriunately their cam-
iga of misinformation and

work. After a constant barrage
of criticisms, protests and
Mmumq ﬂwamn wmﬁmnonm stunts,

e public is begitning to won-
der if. there ISt 'an issue here.
Maratorium pledge a gimmick

The latest gimmick is to ask-
candidates for-the state Legis-
iature to pledge to vote fora . -
“mining moratorium® bill :
based in part on the faky as-

‘Sertion that “the courts don't

think the DNR has the power
to protect our drinking water
from the multinational mining
companies.”

Of c¢ourse, no court has chal-
lenged the DNR's basic author-
ity to.regulate mining. This is
yet another atterapt to estab-

- lish in the public’s mind that

somehow our regulatory sirue-
ture relating to mining is inad-
equate,

"If this misinformation cam-
paign is successful in driving

.the mining industry out of Wis-

consin, some might say it’s no
graat loss. After ot theve is

. only. one mine currently in op-
-eration; the other hasn't even
.been permitted yet.

However, the outcome of this
public policy. debate is of enor-
mous consequence to all seg-
ments of.the Wisconsin econ-

- pray. -

There is pothing in modern

- life that could be sustained
“withaut mineral production.

Machines, electronics, build-

. . ings, road construction, trans-

portation, computers, electric-
ity, agricuiture and food pro-

.. cessing all require metpilic
" -minerals as raw material.

" If an organized misinforma-

‘tion campaign can successfully
"~ deny the Tight of such a basic
- industry to operate in Wiscon-

sin, who's next?
if the environmental move-

' 'ment needs an industrial “boo-
gie man’ to sustain itself, who

will fill that rele once mining is
gone? Will it be the paper in-
Gustry that draws heavily on
Wisconsin's water resources,
or the timber industry that
necessarily disturbs vast
tracks of forest land in north-
ern Wisconsin, or will they fo-
cus on “politically incorrect”
product packaging or any one
of the thousands of Wisconsin
industries that generate some
type of hazardous waste?
Experts can be trusted

Their basic premise is that
you can’t trust the scientists.
engioeers, and reguiatory
agencies 1o ensure the environ-
ment will be protected, and
therefore a complete banon a
particular form of industrial
activity is warranted. This can
only ba described as environ-
mental extremism, This is in
sharp contrast te the historic
approach taken in Wisconsin
whers the application and en-
forcement of a comprehensive
regulatory program has fos-
tered both a strong economy
and a clean environment.

it's time for the business
community and the citizens of
Wisconsin o stand up to this
new environmenial extremism.
We must ensure that the haif.
truths apd innuendo don't re-
place reason, sound science
and facts ag the basis for envi-
ronmental protection in Wis-
consin.
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