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Lao Human Rights Council, Inc.

P.O. Box 1606
EFau Claire, Wisconsin 54702
Phone (715) 831-8355
Fax {715} 831-8563

March 15, 1997

The Honorable Terry Musser
State Representative

State Capitol Hill

P.O. Box 8953

Madison, Wisconsin 53708

Dear Representative Musser:

On behalf of the Lao-Hmong Justice Commission and parties concerned in Wisconsin,
we sincerely and respectfully request that you take action to waive and exempt Hmong and Lao
veterans, disabled people, elderly people, widows and legal permanent residents and refugees
from the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefit cuts and other necessary benefits and
assistance being made against those who are not American citizens yet. During the Cold War
in Southeast Asia, the U.S. government recruited, trained and used them to fight against
communist aggression and the communist threat in Indochina, in order to protect the peace and
security of the United States in Europe and around the world. Therefore, the legacy of the war
created the major factor that caused many thousands of Hmong and Lao people to become
disabled, mentally ill or acquire other health problems. Over 40,000 people died in the war.
Many thousands of women were therefore widowed, and there are orphaned children and other
family members who, though they survived, are suffering depression or have symptoms of
mental stress in Wisconsin and elsewhere in the United States. These people desire your help,
assistance, care, concern and protection.

Enclosed is a Seven-Point Proposal on the Restoration of SSI and other benefits for
Hmong and Lao veterans, disabled people and legal permanent residents. This proposal was
drafted by members of the Lao Hmong Justice Commission and was approved by key
participants of the public conference and hearings in Madison, Wisconsin on March 15, 1997.

Thank you so much in advance for your help, assistance and support to the Hmong and
Lao American people who are legal permanent residents and legal refugees.

Resppctfully submitted,

D1. Vang Pobzeb
Chairman
L.ao-Hmong Justice Commission

Enclosure



Purpose of Lao-Hmong Justice Commission

On November 2, 1996, more than 500 Hmong and Lao Americans, community leaders,
actors and individuals met at North High School, Eau Claire, Wisconsin. The participants
established the Lao-Hmong Justice Commission — a task force commission. The purpose of this
commission is to study the problems of welfare and immigration reforms, poverty and other
related concerns to Hmong and Lao American people and refugees in Wisconsin. The main
concerns are the cut-off of Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and other essential benefits to
veterans, dISabled people, cideriy peopie, and lsgal permanent residents and refugees in
Wlsconsm : _ L A :

Pamcxpams elected Dr Vang Pebzeb Executwe Dxrector of the Lao Human Rights
Council, Inc., to serve as the Chairman of the Lao-Hmong Justice Commission until the

missions of thc comrmission have been accomplished.
The purposes and objectives of the commission are:

(1)  To study the problems and questions of welfare and immigration reforms, SSI and
citizenship requirements which affect Hmong and Lao legal permanent residents and veterans
and dxsablcd people

(2) ’I‘o repert on. these probiems to the State Government of Wasconsm and the '
Federal Government for consideration, help, support and humanitarian assistance, civil rights
and human rights.

3 To make recommendations to the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal
Government for action plans ‘in solving these problems and other related issues concerning
Hmong and Lao American communities.



Members of the Lao-Hmong Justice Commission

Chairmen

1. Dr. Vang Pobzeb, Chairman

2. Mr. Pang Blia Vang, Co-Chairman
3. Mr. Cher Pao Lee, Co-Chairman
4. Mr. Joe Bee Xiong, Co-Chairman
5. Mr. Vaughn Vang, Co-Chairman

Adyvisory Committee Members

Wang Neng Hang, Menomonie, Wisconsin

. Cher Yeng Khang, Wisconsin Rapzds Wisconsin
‘Chai-Houa Lee, Menasha, Wisconsin
Nao'Ying Lee, “Two Rivers, ‘Wisconsin

Xay Fong Lor, Oshkosh, Wisconsin

. Nao Shoua Thao, Appleton, Wisconsin

Chia Chai Vang, Fond du Luc, Wisconsin
Lao Thai Vang, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Wang Seng Vang, Waunakee, Wisconsin
Vang Xiong, LaCrosse, Wisconsin

Chue Lao Yang, Wausau, Wisconsin

Ka Yee Vang, Wausau, Wisconsin

. '.Wang Xeng Xiong, Wausau, ‘Wisconsin -
.- Chai Kou Yang, ‘Menomonie, Wisconsin

Xay Va Vang, Appleton, Wisconsin

. Wang Meng Yang, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin

Lao Xiong, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin

. Nhoua Xiong, Green Bay, Wisconsin

Stevens P. Yang, Green Bay, Wisconsin

. Pao Vang, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

. Khoua Vang, Superior, Wisconsin

. Pheng Vang, Green Bay, Wisconsin

. Vang Shoua, Port Edwards, Wisconsin
. Nao Yeng Thao, Madison, Wisconsin

Nao Pao Vang, Stevens Point, Wisconsin

. Moua Kao, Sheboygan, Wisconsin

. Wang Chou Yang, Eau Claire, Wisconsin
. Xay Dang Xiong, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
. Tou Lia Lee, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

. Khoua Mai Moua, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
. Nao Cha Xiong, Eau Claire, Wisconsin

Christlong Lor, Menomonie, Wisconsin

. Thao Moua, Menomonie, Wisconsin
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39. Pa Lee Thao, Sheboygan, Wisconsin

40. Ms. Chia Yang, Neenah, Wisconsin

41. Thai Lee, Appleton, Wisconsin

42. Stevens P. Vang, Menomonie, Wisconsin

43. Yong Chue Khang, Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin
44. Lang Vang, Green Bay, Wisconsin

45, Pang Cha Lor, Green Bay, Wisconsin

46. Mrs. Xong Moua, Green Bay, Wisconsin

47. Moua Xiong, Green Bay, Wisconsin




Conference on Immigration and welfare Reform
Dane County Expo Center, Madison, Wisconsin

10:00 AM.

O 1100AM.

11:15 AIM. - 2:00 P.M.

March 15 1997

Open door and regxstratxon

o '.:‘Opan the conference and’ weicome speech by o o
_;__Attorney Koua Vang (J D), Chazrman of the Cenfcrence e

o Spf:ech by Col Ly Tou Pac, Representatwc and Chzef

of Staff of General Vang Pao -

Linda Stewart, Representative from the office of Governor
Tommy Thompson, Governor of Wisconsin

Dr. Vang Pobzeb, Chairman, Lao-Hmong JusticeCommission,
submits Action Pians and Recommendations to State and Federal
Government

- _._;::__.State Senator Robert Welch

T Mr. Pang Bha Vang, Pre:31dent of Lao Veterans of Amenca,

Inc., Wisconsin Chapter
Testzmomes and pubhc heanngs on the ﬂoor

Dr. Rlchard Leventhal Chmc Dlrcctor Dunn County, Department
of Human Services, Menomonie, Wisconsin and other witnesses

State Representative Terry Musser was invited.
State Representative Antonion Riley

Col. Wang Yee Vang, President of Lao Veterans of
America, Inc., California Office

Other State Representatives and Senators and members of
U.S Congress were invited

Conclusion by Chairman of the conference and other planning
committee members

Interpreters and MC: Mr. Stevens P. Vang
Mr. Joe Bee Xiong
Mr. Vaughn Vang



Chairmen and Planning Committee Members of
the Conference in Madison, Wisconsin on March 15, 1997

Mr. Vang Koua, Chairman and Attorney at Law, Madison, Wisconsin

Dr. Vang Pobzeb, Co-Chairman and Executive Director, Lao Human Rights Council, Inc., Fau
Claire, W_isconsin '

M. Pang Blia Vang, Co-Chairman and President of Lao Veterans of America, Inc., Wisconsin
‘Chapter, Menomonie, Wisconsin -

Mz. Cher Pao Lee, Co-Chairman and Vice President of Lao Veterans of America, Inc.,
Wisconsin Chapter, Appleton, Wisconsin

Mr. Joe Bee Xiong, Co-Chairman, Eau Claire, Wisconsin

Mr. Vaughn Vang, Co-Chairman and President of Lao Human Rights Council, Inc., Green Bay,
Wisconsin _
Sheboygan, Wisconsin : - IR

And twelve members of the Board of Directors and 21 Chapters of the Lao Veterans of
America, Inc. throughout Wisconsin; senior citizens, disabled individuals, veterans and SSI

recipients throughout Wisconsin.

There are many people who have assisted and supported this conference and the Lao-
Hmong Justice Commission. Their names are not on the above list. We all appreciate and

thank them for their cooperation, assistance and support.

Spoansored by: Lao Veterans of America, Inc., Wisconsin Chapter, Lao Hmong Justice
Commission — Task Force Commission on Welfare and Immigration
Reforms, the Lao Human Rights Council, Inc., senior citizens, disabled
and handicapped individuals, and veterans.

Contact: Dr. Vang Pobzeb at (715) 831-8355,
Pang Blia Vang at (715) 232-5009,
and Koua Vang at (608) 273-1733.
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Background Information

The era of 1863 to 1954 was the PERIOD OF THE FRENCH INDOCHINA EMPIRE.
Between 1893 and 1954, the French government controlled Laos. During this period, Hmong
and Lao people served in the French Army - ﬁghtmg against the communist threat of expansion
in Indochina. After the GENEVA CONFERENCE ON INDOCHINA OF 1954, the French
withdrew from Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. From 1955 to 1975 was the PERIOD OF THE
SECOND INDOCHINA WAR, or the Vietnam War. The U.S. government recruited Hmong
and Lao people to fight this war. The purpose of U.S. foreign policy toward Indochina was to
defend and protect peace, freedom, democracy, and independence for Indochina, Thailand and
Southeast Asia, and to protect the national security interests of the United States and the rest of
the free world from the communist threat and expansion.

From the administrations of President Dwight Eisenhower to President John Kennedy,
Americans made a. promise to Hmong and Lao people if they would cooperate with the U.S.
_ -'gcvernment to: flght the Vletnam War. . 'I‘he ‘promise was that if the U.S. government lost the -
- war and the communists took over Laos, the U.S: gavcrnment ‘would find land for Hmong and
Lao people to live on. The U.S. govemment and the American people. promised they would
take good care of Hmong and Lao people. Americans reqaested General Vang Pao; his advisers
and assistants to recruit Hmong and Lao people to fight the Vietnam War. People between 10
years old and 60 years old were recruited by Americans to fight this war for 20 years. Hmong
and Lao people respected and honored the American government and the American people. We
calied them "sirs." Hmong and Lao soldiers and individuals rescued many American soldiers
and pilots who were shot down and captured by the communist Pathet Lao and North
Vietnamese soldiers. More than 40,000 Hmong soldiers died in the Vietnam War and the
"secret war" in Laos Many thousands were Wounded They became handlcapped or dlsabied
_ peopie SRR : : e . R :

In 1975 in accordance wnh the PARiS PEACE AGREEMENT ON INDOCHINA OF
JANUARY 27, 1973, the United States withdrew its troops and advisers from Laos, South
Vietnam-and Cambodia. The North Vietnamese government, however, took over South Vietnam
by invasion with armed forces. The Khmer Rouge regime took over Cambodia. Then the -
communist Pathet: Lao movement financed and’ suppertad by the North Vietnamese and Russian
governments, took over Laos by invasion W1th armed forces and formed the LAO PEOPLE’S
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC. These actions were a violation of the PARIS PEACE
AGREEMENT ON INDOCHINA and the VIENTIANE PEACE AGREEMENT ON LAOS OF
1973.

Since 1975, the COMMUNIST PATHET LAO GOVERNMENT has killed over 300,000
people in Laos. The victims include the Royal Lao family, approximately 46,000 former gov-
ernment officials, civil servants, military personnel, ranking military generals, and their associ-
ates and family members. The “KILLING FIELDS” of Laos, the chemical bombings, gross
human rights violations, tortures, and genocidal murders, massacres and executions created the
Laotian refugee crisis, the creation of refugee camps in Thailand, and the spread of Laotian and
Hmong refugees around the world.



The "killing fields" and genocide against Hmong people of Laos is still going on today.
Since 1976, the communist Lao government has used "chemical weapons”" 1o bomb and kill
many thousands of Hmong people and Lao people, including civilian men, women and children.

Many thousands of refugees in the camps in Thailand have been forced back to
communist Laos. Over 5,000 returnees have been killed by the Lao government since 1991.
The communist authorities arrested Mr. Vue Mai, a leader of Hmong returnees in Laos, on
September 11, 1993, and many hundreds of returnees and thousands of innocent citizens have
been arrested and are imprisoned in Laos today.

Data on Hmong and Lao Population in Wisconsin

There are about 40,000 Hmong and Lao legal residents and refugees in Wisconsin in
1997. There are a total of 263,000 Hmong and Lao Americans and legal permanent residents
in the United States.
Pi‘_bducfi_ire Cltxzens a.and:‘ Téxga-y_. ers

Most Hmong and Lao American people are hardworking and productive citizens. They
have been paying taxes to the state governments and the federal government. They are good
citizens in this country. There are over 5,000 Hmong and Lao American students in
undergraduate schools in colleges and universities in the United States in 1997. In the past
decade, sixty-five Hmong persons received PhDs, became medical doctors, obtained law degrees
or received other professional degrees in American universities in the United States. In the year
2000, there will be over 6,000 Hmong and Lao American students in colleges and universities
in the United States. During the past decade, over 1,500 students received bachelor degrees
from colleges and universities in this country. ‘More than 200 persons Teceived masters degrees

" or other professional- degrees.  This is major progress. in the economic and educational - e

development of Hmong and Lao Americans in Wisconsin and other states in this country.

The Impacts of Cut-Off of SSI

The cut-off of SSI benefits, food stamps, and other basic human needs to Hmong and Lao
elderly, handicapped or disabled people, senior citizens and legal residents of Wisconsin and
other states is creating a situation of economic disaster and threat to them. The cut is a cut of
hopes, expectations and justice, civil rights and human rights and equal protection to them. The
cut might create major factors for many people to commit suicide because of the cut of basic
human needs. The Leader-Telegram of Eau Claire, Wisconsin reported that a Hmong veteran,
Tou Vang, of Menomonie, Wisconsin said that, "if the government cuts me off I will have no
place to live. I will have no food to eat. I will commit suicide. I was working for the CIA for
more than 15 years. Now, I am crippled. I have no country. When I was a young man, the
U.S. government needed me to help to defend the government of the United States. But when
they (U.S. government) lost the war, they left me behind without taking my family. Why (does)
the government do something like that to me? 1am very angry. Many (members) of my family
have been murdered by the communists” in Laos (Leader-T elegram, March 1, 1997).



Consequently, there are many thousands of cases similar to the case of Tou Vang of
Menomonie, Wisconsin.

Data of SSI Recipients

It is estimated that about 5,000 - 10,000 Hmong and Lao legal residents of Wisconsin
are currently Supplemental Security Income (SSI) recipients. About 40,000 Hmong and Lao
legal residents of 263,000 people in the United States are SSI recipients.

Factors Causing _Bepen’den’cy on SSI

The legacies of the "secret war" in Laos, the Vietnam War and chemical bombings in

Laos in the post-Vietnam War created factors resulting in many thousands of Hmong and Lao
veterans and civilian men, women and children to become mentally ill, have poor mental health,
- become sick or: handicapped/disabled. ~One of the legacies was that people’s minds were -
" damaged, and they lost the ability to learn the English language and job skills in the United
* States. In addition to this, more than 40,000 Hmong soldiers died in the war, and so there are

now many thousands of widows in Wisconsin and in other states in this country. ' They desire . .

to receive fair treatment and equal protection, humanitarian assistance and financial support from
the state and federal governments, because the U.S. government recruited, trained and used their
husbands to fight the war in Southeast Asia in order to protect the security and peace of the
United States. Therefore, many thousands of handicapped people, elderly people, veterans and
their family members and associates have been depending on SSI benefits and other necessary
assistanice from the state government and federal government. They are unable to pass
citizenship examinations because of the above factors.

... Immigration and Welfare Reform .~ .

The current immigration and welfare reforms are unfair and not equal protection to
Hmong and Lao legal residents, senior citizens, disabled people, veterans and elderly people in
Wisconsin and in other states. This is because the crackdown on "illegal aliens" affects the
rights of legal refugees and permanent residents and political Tefugees such as the Hmong and
Lao people. Hmong and Lao legal refugees and residents issues must be separated from the
"illegal alien" issues. Since the United States is a nation of legal refugees and immigrants.
Hmong and Lao people and refugees desire humanitarian assistance and public support from the
state and federal government until they become economically self-sufficient. Those who are
elderly or disabled people or are veterans must continue to receive SSI and other assistance with
basic human needs from the state and federal governments without limitation of eligibility rules
and period. The five (5) year limitation for SSI eligibility is unfair to Hmong and Lao legal

refugees, because the legacies of the Vietnam War caused them to be mentaily ill or disabled,
unable to support themselves even after the five-year period is over.

Children and widows of Hmong and Lao soldiers should receive public assistance from
the state government and the federal government.



Wisconsin Works or W-2

Wisconsin Works or W-2 Program will replace Aid to Families with Dependent Children
(AFDC) with job training and jobs. Consequently, Hmong and Lao Americans, legal and
permanent residents, veterans, handicapped/disabled people, elderly people, and the members
of the Lao-Hmong Justice Commission, Lao Veterans of America, Inc. and Lao Human Rights
Council, Inc., as well as other Hmong and Lao American organizations in Wisconsin, do respect
and support the W-2 program. We do believe that education, job training, job skills, and job
security can and will lead people to move out of the poverty level and welfare dependency. This
can and will lead people to become good and productive citizens and economically sufficient
when they get jobs and have job security. We, the members of the Lao-Hmong Justice
Commission, believe that those people who can work must work. However, we do not support
the idea that it is just and fair to force senior citizens, the disabled or handicapped, and the
elderly veterans, who cannot work because of serious health problems, illness, disability and
other health problems.

‘Seven-Point Proposal and Recommendations to State Government
| of Wisconsin and the Federal Government

We, the members of the Lao-Hmong Justice Commission — a task force commission on
Immigration and Welfare reforms which was established by Hmong and Lao American people
and concerned parties on November 2, 1996, in Eau Claire, Wisconsin — propose the following
points on justice and assistance to the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal
Government.

.. 1. Appeal to the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal Government to allow

Hmong and Lao veterans, disabled and handicapped people, elderly and legal refugees-and ~ - .
" permianent residents to continue to receive SSI, disability benefits, food stamps, and other types . .

of public assistance without regard to the category of "American citizenship," and without
limitations under the eligibility rules.

.00 2. Appeal to the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal Government to waive
and exempt veterans, disabled persons, handicapped persons, elderly, widows, legal refugees
and permanent residents, who came from Laos from the category of American citizenship
because of the legacy of the Vietnam War which created major factors affecting these people’s
ability to become American citizens.

3. Appeal to the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal Government to
consider humanitarian assistance to Hmong and Lao veterans and widows and their family
members who cannot work because they are disabled and handicapped people, mentally and
physically ill, and have other factors affecting their health conditions.

4. Appeal to the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal Government to
consider citizenship to Hmong and Lao veterans, elderly, handicapped and disabled people
because of the connection, cooperation and legacy of the Vietnam War.



5. Appeal to the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal Government not to
force handicapped, disabled and elderly people and veterans who cannot function and work to
do "public work" because of serious health problems, sickness, and mental illness, and other

related symptoms.

6. Appeal to the State Senators and Representatives of Wisconsin and
Members of the U.S Congress to open a hearings on the concerns and problems of
the Hmong and Lao veterans, the legal refugees and permanent residents, the
elderly, and the disabled and handicapped individuals because most of them will
lose their supplemental Security Income (SSI) and other benefits.

7. Appeal to the Federal Government to grant benefits and veteran status to Hmong and
Lao veterans, and appeal 1o the U.S. government to investigate chemical weapons and bombings
~ in'Laos ‘which caused health problems and. handicaps to many Hmong and Lao people in the

“We educate and inform the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal government
that we Hmong and Lao veterans and legal refugees and permanent residents in Wisconsin agree
with and appreciate the laws, objectives and policies of welfare reform which attempt to move
people from welfare into the "work force” and to become good and productive citizens in this
country. However, we do not support the policies which will cut off all benefits to the
handicapped persons, disabled persons, elderly, widows, the poor and veterans who cannot go
to work and who are not American citizens.

... The US. Commission on Immigration Reform under Chairperson Barbara Jordan

"The safety net provided by needs-tested programs should continue to be
available to those whom we have affirmatively accepted as legal immigrants into
our communities.

"Under such circumstances, legal immigrants should be eligible for public
benefits if they meet other eligibility requirements.”

The members of the Lao-Hmong Justice Commission support the above recommendations
of the members of the U.S. Commission on Immigration Reform. We urge the State
Government of Wisconsin and the Federal Government of the United States to consider the

above seven-point proposal.

Foundation of American Values

The "Statue of Liberty" in New York Harbor states:
"Give me your tired, your poor, your huddied masses yearning to

breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the
homeless, tempest-tossed to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden door."

5



The Preamble of the Wisconsin Constitution says, "We, the people of Wisconsin, grateful
to Almighty God for our freedom, in order to secure its blessings, form a more perfect
government, insure domestic tranquility and promote the general welfare, do establish this
constitution."

The Preamble of the Constitution of the United States of America promises:

"We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect
union, establish Justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the
common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings
of Liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.”

Consequently, the above values are the foundation of justice, liberty, civil rights, human .
" rights, equal protection, welfare promotion, humanitarian assistance, the guarantee of SSI.

benefits and other necessities of basic human needs to American people and Hmong and Lao -

legal and permanent residents and refugees in Wisconsin and in other states in this country. The .
above "American values” must be kept by the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal
Government of the United States toward the future.

Respectfully Submitted and Requested,

Dr. Vang Pobzeb
--Chairman DL s I

- Lao-Hmong Justice Commission
and Members of the Commission



Signatures of the"Mé_mbers of the Commission

Dr. Vang ?_ébz'cb', Chairman

Mr. Cﬁer Pao Lee, Co-Chairman

O AR

Mr. Vaughn Vang, Co-Chairman




Lao Human Rights Council, Inc.

P.O. Box 1606
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54702
Phone (715) 831-8355
Fax (715} 831-8563

Statement of Dr. Vang Pobzeb
Chairman of the Lao-Hmong Justice Commission
' Madison, Wisconsin
March 15, 1997

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

S OnNovemberz, '19:96,' more than 500 Hmong and Lao .-Aine;ican people, senior citizens, .

‘disabled people, and.veterans met, in Eau Claire. We established the Lao-Hmong Justice -
“Commission, which is a task force commission to_study the questions of Immigration and
Welfare Reforms. This Commission is composed of members from most of the Hmong and Lao - -
American communities in Wisconsin.

The purpose of this Commission is to study the questions of poverty levels, questions of
the cut-off of Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and other necessary benefits and assistance
to Hmong and Lao legal permanent residents who are not American citizens in Wisconsin. In
the past three months, the Commission has received more than 1,000 letters and petitions from
Hmong and Lao people throughout Wisconsin. These letters are from disabled people, senior

" citizens, veterans, ‘and legal :pf;_rmauent;_-rﬁs_ldehts. They are political refugees. - The letters are -

 from thoss people who were recruited, trained and used by the U.S. government during the .

Vietnam War. They called upon the Commission to bring
benefits, food stamps and other basic human needs to the State Government of Wisconsin and
the Federal Government for support.

O After fhfé_é__ffildﬁfh’s’ of study and investigation, the members of the Commission. and

planningf_'co_ﬁur'xitteé‘_' of this conference propose the fbiio_wing'recommendations'te the State
Government and Federal Government: E : :

1. Appeal to the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal
Government to continue to provide Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) benefits and other public assistance to Hmong and Lao
veterans, disabled people, senior citizens, legal refugees and
permanent residents without regard to the category of "American
citizenship” and without limitations under the eligibility rules.

2. Appeal to the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal
Government to waive and exempt velerans, disabled persons,
handicapped persons, elderly, widows, legal refugees and
permanent residents, who came from Laos from the category of
American citizenship because of the legacy of the Vietnam War

“their concerns on the cut-off of SSI'



Speech of Dr. Vang Pobreb
Page 2

which created major factors affecting these people’s ability to
become American citizens.

3. Appeal to the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal
Government not to force disabled and elderly people and veterans
who cannot function and work to do "_.pubi;ic work” because of
mental illness, sickness and other related symptoms.

The members of the Lao-Hmong Justice Commission recommend that those people who
can work must be working, however, ‘we do not support or endorse the policy “of forcing
. disabled people, senior citizens ‘and veterans to do public work even though medical doctors

_ certify that these Q&Qple'_.ﬁf'should;_ﬁbtﬂ-wd:k'-bét:faus:é-"df their illnesses or handicaps. Therefore, the .

must closely monitor. the policy and practice. of W-2 in Wisconsin.”

“In 1997, there are over 5,000 Hmong and Lao American students in undergraduate:
schools in colléges and universities in the United States. In the past decade, sixty-five Hmong
persons received PhDs, became medical doctors, teachers, professors, lawyers and professionals.
Over 1,500 students received bachelor degrees from colleges and universities in the past ten
years. In the year 2000, there will be over 6,000 Hmong and Lao American students in colleges
and universities in the United States. More than 200 people received masters degrees and other
_pm_fessi;qﬁal degrees.. Most Hmong, and Lao American people are hardworking and productive

" Citizens in Wisconsin and other states. They have been paying taxes to the State governments

" and ‘the Federal Government. -

. Only 5,000 - 10,000 people of 40,000 Hmong and Lao people in Wisconsin need
assistance and ‘SSI benefits from the State Government of Wisconsin and ‘the Federal
‘Government. - About 40,000 of 263,000 Hmong and Lao people in the United States depend on .
assistance and SSI support from State governments and the Federal ‘Government. This:shows
major. progress in the economic and educational development of Hmong and Lao American
people in Wisconsin and other states in this country.

One man — Tou Vang of Menomonie, Wisconsin — said that, "If the government cuts
SSI benefits to me, I will have no place to stay. I will have no food to eat. I will kill myself.
I worked for the U.S. government for more than 15 years. Now I am crippled. I have no
country. When I was a young man, the U.S. government recruited, trained and used me to
defend foreign policy and the security of the United States. When the U.S. government lost the
Vietnam War, the U.S. government went home. The U.S. government opened the door for the
communist Lao government to kill many members of my family and many thousands of Hmong
people in Laos. I need support and assistance from the State Government of Wisconsin and the
Federal Government." There are many thousands of cases similar to that of Tou Vang of

Menomonie.

The purpose of the Lao-Hmong Justice Commission is to educate and inform the State
Government of Wisconsin and the Federal Government that Tou Vang and many thousands of
disabled people, veterans and senior citizens and legal permanent residents still need support and

Commission recommends that the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal Government
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assistance. We believe that these people will not enjoy civil rights, human rights, freedom,
democracy, justice, liberty and equal protection if they do not receive food, shelter and other

basic human needs.

We call for suppo:.{-'aind assistance from the State Government of Wisconsin and the
Federal Government in Washington, D.C.

Thank you for your assistance and support.




Madison,Wisconsin,March 15,1997

STATEMENT OF MR. LY TOUPAO
FORMER CHIEF OF STAFF OF MILITARY SPECIAL GUERRILA UNIT (SGU)
FROM:-1961 TO 1975

Good morning ladies and gentlemen, our Patriotic Lao Veterans, members of State
representatives and senators, governor Tommy Thompson, members of U.S. Congress,

and distinguished guests.

First of all, I am sorry that General Vang Pao has prior commitment, and can not be here
today. Therefore, I was asked to come instead.

I, Ly Toupao, former Colonel, Chief of Staff of military Special Guerrilla Unit (SGU)
from 1961 to 1975, at Long Cheng, Military Region II, under the commandant of General

_It'_'is'.m'y_grétituaé'sto.havg this _oppiartﬂf_ﬁty to ép'ea;k_to_you today regarding the eff‘épts of
Welfare Reform, particularly the Social Security Income which will be cut off to those
refugees who are veterans, elderly, and disabled who are not yet U.S. citizens.

Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to give you a brief background of the Vietnam War as
to what affects our people.

In 1961 President John F. Kennedy asked the Royal Lao Government to help the United
States to fight against communist spread in Indochina. In doing so, our force blocked and
 destroyed North Vietnamese forces and the critical supplied line - namely The Ho Chiminh
" Trail stretching from North Vietnam to South Vietnam along side the Lao-Vietnam .~
borders. In addition, we rescued American pilots shot down by North Vietnam along side
the Lao-Vietnam border. This account was witnessed and acknowledged by General Harry
Aderholt’s speech at the Veteran Celebration on July 22, 1995 in Denver, Colorado

which 1 bring with me. :

Patriotic soldiers of the Royal Lao were killed more than 40,000, leaving tens of
thousands maimed, widowed and orphaned as you can see some of them in the audience

today.

In 1973, the United States signed a Peace Agreement with the counter parties in Paris,
France to end the war in Indochina. Relatively, there was another agreement signed in
Vientiane, Laos by the Coalition government, ensuring peace and security in Laos, and the
withdrawal of all foreign troops from Laos.

In respect with the accord, the allied troops, including the Americans withdrew their
troops and advisors completely by 1975, but the Communist violated the accord and took

over Laos.
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The Vietnam war was not oniy ended in. a major lost te us, the U.S., and the free world,
but it also ended in a terrible revenge

The Coalition Gevermnent was dlssoived by the Commumsts They issued a genecidal
system by. arrestmg the ng, Queen, the Crown P‘mce with more than 46 thousands
military and police officers, govemment aﬁimais and ordinary citizens. These people were
:mprasaned ‘and ‘tortured to death in Viengxal Sam Neau ’?rownce and other unknown
sites without human nghts concerns. ‘This inhumane killing was: mampuiated to the :
ganerai pubhc and cutszde world that these peopie were enly taken to° be educatcd in'the

reeducation camps

The communists aisc rounded up any person in the country 31de who was suspected to be

involved in the war for reeducation without: knowing to the outside world. Because of

~ this cruel treatment, hundreds of thousands who had served with the U.S. forces escaped
to Thailand, and ﬁnally were resettied in thu'd cotmtnes of mare than ﬁve hundred

o thousand (500 OOO)

Those who were not able to escape retreated to the jungie to ﬁght for daaiy sumvai untii
today. Because we were fighting alongside with the U.S., we were regarded as number
one enemy by the Lao Commumst and its. assoc:ates

Those of us who were fortunate to resettle in the United states are political and legal
refugees ‘Many of us have become U.S. citizens and become ecenonuc-self~sufﬁc:ency
However, there are still many who are severe disabled, elderly, and widowed from the
Vxetnam War in whzch they can nelther work nor pass cxtlzenshlp _

o Therefore I would pmpose the felicwmg three pmnts

1. We ask the United States government to give a special consnderatxon to exempt
SSI actlons for the elders veterans, dlsabied persons and w:dows ' :

2. We ask the U S govemment grant {} S cztxzensth to these groups wzthout
difficult process.

3. We ask the United States to help bring Laos back to a democratic state where
freedom and human rights are recognized in order to end the social and welfare problem.

Thank you!



Lao Human Rights Council, Inc.

P.O. Box 1606
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54702
Phone {715) 831-8355
Fax (715) 831-8563

Statement of Dr. Vang Pobzeb
Chairman of the Lao-Hmong Justice Commission
Madison, Wisconsin

March 15, 1997

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

" OnNovember 2,199, more than 500 Himong and Lao American people, senior citizens,
* disabled people, and veterans met in Eau Claire. We established the Lao-Hmong Justice.
Commission;  which is"a task force commission to study the questions of Immigration and

Welfare Reforms. This Commission is composed of members from most of the Hmong and Lao- -
American communities in Wisconsin.

The purpose of this Commission is to study the questions of poverty levels, questions of
the cut-off of Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and other necessary benefits and assistance
to Hmong and Lao legal permanent residents who are not American citizens in Wisconsin. .In
the past three months, the Commission has received more than 1,000 letters and petitions from
~ Hmong and Lao people throughout Wisconsin, These letters are from disabled people, senior
- citizens, veterans, and legal permanent residents. They are political refugees. The letters are -

" from those people who were recruited . trained and used by the U.S.. government during the © -

Vietnam War. They called upon the Commission to bring their concerns on the cut-off of SSI'
benefits, food stamps and other basic human needs to the State Government of Wisconsin and

the Federal Government for support. -

" After three 1m§hth$_ of study ﬁnd-inves_tigatioﬁ,_ the members of the Commission and
planning committee of this conference propose the following recommendations 10 the State -
Government and Federal Government:

1. Appeal to the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal
Government to continue to provide Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) benefits and other public assistance to Hmong and Lao
veterans, disabled people, senior citizens, legal refugees and
permanent residents without regard to the category of " American
citizenship" and without limitations under the eligibility rules.

2. Appeal to the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal
Government to waive and exempt veterans, disabled persons,
handicapped persons, eldetly, widows, legal refugees and
permanent residents, who came from Laos from the category of
American citizenship because of the legacy of the Vietnam War
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which created major factors affecting these people’s ability to
become American citizens.

3. Appeal to the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal
Government not to. force disabled and elderly people and veterans
who cannot function and work to do "public work" because of
mental illness, sickness and other related symptoms.

The members of the Lao-Hmong Justice Commission recommend that those people who
can work must be working, ‘however, we do not support or endorse the policy of forcing
disabled people, senior citizens and veterans to do public work even though: medical doctors -

~ certify that these people should not work because of their illnesses or handicaps.  Therefore, the - o

Commission recommends that the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal Government
must closely monitor the policy and practice of W-2 in Wisconsin. ' ' .

In 1997, there are over 5,000 Hmong and Lao American students in undergraduate
schools in colleges and universities in the United States. In the past decade, sixty-five Hmong
persons received PhDs, became medical doctors, teachers, professors, lawyers and professionals.
Over 1,500 students received bachelor degrees from colleges and universities in the past ten
years. In the year 2000, there will be over 6,000 Hmong and Lao American students in colleges
and universities in the United States. More than 200 people received masters degrees and other
professional degrees. - Most Hmong and Lao American people are hardworking and productive

and the Federal Government.

- Citizens in Wisconsin and other states. They have been paying taxes to the State governments -

. Only 5,000 - 10,000 people of 40,000 Hmong and Lao people in Wisconsin need
assistance and SSI benefits from the State Government of Wisconsin and the Federal.
Government. About 40,000 of 263,000 Hmong and Lao people in the United States depend on
assistance and SSI support from State governments and the Federal Government. * This shows
major- progress in the economic and educational development of Hmong and Lao American
people in Wisconsin and other states in this country.

One man - Tou Vang of Menomonie, Wisconsin — said that, "If the government cuts
SSI benefits to me, I will have no place to stay. I will have no food to eat. I will kill myself.
I worked for the U.S. government for more than 15 years. Now I am crippled. I have no
country. When I was a young man, the U.S. government recruited, trained and used me to
defend foreign policy and the security of the United States. When the U.S. government lost the
Vietnam War, the U.S. government went home. The U.S. government opened the door for the
communist Lao government to kill many members of my family and many thousands of Hmong
people in Laos. I need support and assistance from the State Government of Wisconsin and the
Federal Government." There are many thousands of cases similar to that of Tou Vang of
Menomonie.

The purpose of the Lao-Hmong Justice Commission is to educate and inform the State
Government of Wisconsin and the Federal Government that Tou Vang and many thousands of
disabled people, veterans and senior citizens and legal permanent residents still need support and
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assistance. We believe that these people will not enjoy civil rights, human rights, freedom,
democracy, justice, liberty and equal protection if they do not receive food, shelter and other
basic human needs.

We call for support and assistance from the State Government of Wisconsin and the
Federal Government in Washington, D.C.

Thank you for your assistance and support.
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STATEMENT OF MR. LY TOUPAO
FORMER CHIEF OF STAFF OF MILITARY SPECIAL GUERRILA UNIT (SGU)
FROM 1961 TO 1975

Good morning ladies and gentlemen, our Patriotic Lao Veterans, members of State
representatives and senators, governor Tommy Thompson, members of U.S. Congress,

and distinguished guests.

First of all, I am sorry that GeneraI.Vang Pao has prior commitment, and can not be here
today. Therefore, I was asked to come instead.

I, Ly Toupao, former Colonel, Chief of Staff of military Special Guerrilla Unit (SGU)
from 1961 to 1973, at Long Cheng, Military Region II, under the commandant of General
‘Vang Pao. - R Ot SO T R TN BTN
Tt ss:_mgé_".ggatiiﬁde tb,haﬁf_e-:t'h_i_ﬁ. oppdr:i.i_x_iﬁy to- épéak_':to yoﬁ -t{)day:fega:diﬁg the effects of

Welfare Reform, particularly the Social Security Income which will be cut off to those

refugees who are veterans, elderly, and disabled who are not yet U.S. citizens.

Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to give you a brief background of the Vietnam War as
to what affects our people.

In 1961 President John F. Kennedy asked the Royal Lao Government to help the United
States to fight against communist spread in Indochina. In doing so, our force blocked and
_destroyed North Vietnamese forces and the critical supplied line - namely The Ho Chiminh

" Trail stretching from North Vietnam to South Vietnam along side the Lao-Vietnam -~ .
borders. In addition, we rescued American pilots shot down by North Vietnam along side 8

the Lao-Vietnam border. This account was witnessed and acknowledged by General Harry
Aderholt’s speech at the Veteran Celebration on July 22, 1995 in Denver, Colorado
which I bring with me. PRI L '

Patr-iotic so"idiers .of the Royal Lao were killed more than 40,000, leaving tens of
thousands maimed, widowed and orphaned as you can see some of them in the audience

today.

In 1973, the United States signed a Peace Agreement with the counter parties in Paris,
France to end the war in Indochina. Relatively, there was another agreement signed in
Vientiane, Laos by the Coalition government, ensuring peace and security in Laos, and the
withdrawal of all foreign troops from Laos.

In respect with the accord, the allied troops, including the Americans withdrew their
troops and advisors completely by 1975, but the Communist violated the accord and took

over Laos.
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The Vietnam war was not only ended in a major lost to us, the U.S., and the free world,
but it also ended in a terrible revenge.

The Coalition Government was dissolved by the Communists. They issued a genecidal
system by arresting the King, Queen, the Crown Prince, with more than 46 thousands
military and police officers, government officials, and ordinary citizens. These people were
imprisoned and tortured to death in Viengxai, Sam Neau Province and other unknown
sites without human rights concerns. This inhumane killing was manipulated to the
general public and outside world that these people were only taken to be educated in the

reeducation camps.

The communists also rounded up any person in the country side who was suspected to be

involved in the war for reeducation without knowing to the outside world. Because of

this cruel treatment, hundreds of thousands who had served with the U.S. forces escaped

~to Thailand, and finally were resettled in third countries of more than five hundred -
thousand (500,000). I ' e o

Those, who were not able to escape, retreated to the jungle to fight for daily survival until

today. Because we were fighting alongside with the U.S., we were regarded as number
one enemy by the Lao Communist and its associates.

Those of us who were fortunate to resettle in the United states are political and legal
refugees. Many of us have become U.S. citizens and become economic-self-sufficiency.
However, there are still many who are severe disabled, elderly, and widowed from the
Vietnam War in which they can neither work nor pass citizenship.
Tﬁei‘éf‘dré, I woizld'.ﬁrépose. the foiidv@ing"'t'ﬁfee'-';:{.é'irit.'s:

1. We ask the United States government to give a special consideration to exempt

SSI actions for the elders, veterans, disabled persons, and widows

2. We ask the U.S. government grant U.S. citizenship to these groups without
difficult process.

3 We ask the United States to help bring Laos back to a democratic state where
freedom and human rights are recognized in order to end the social and welfare problem.

Thank you!



" Laotian American Recognition Day
Brooks: Field - Colorado “School of Mines
o Suaturday, July 22, 1995

Genperal ‘Vang Pao, Lao-Hmong Leuders, Lao-Hmoug Prople, Repiesentatives from Air Anwrica, Alr Commandos, Ravens
FACs, Special Forces, United Stues Armiy, Nuvy and Alr Forces, United States Depaitnient ol Stine, CEA, Ladies and Gentlenwa:

More than B years ago, in the Fdlof 1960, 1 liest et Genersl Yang Pao, ten L Col. Vang Pao, ad seme of Bis Lao-
Hiong leaders at Padong, Laos. We drank that powerful rice whiskey, undd with Mr. Bifl Lair, talked about the forthcoming air resupply of
wuupons aad asune for the Lao-FHiniong guerrillas, 1o assist thenin the fght against the comnumnist Torees in Luos.

In those varly days, the United States government was looking for alfics to support its policies in Southeast Asia, The Lao-
Himeng were secking 10 gain equal rights as ree citizens of Laos. - ‘Not only svere they seeking freedom and cqual rghts, bul they were
willing to fight and die for k. Agreement wias feached, and Vang Pao organived and led his peapie in a war against the communists. They
helieved they lnd 2 trustworthy ally, the United Staies of Americy, wio wouhl stand by them o the ¢nd, and never go back on its solemin
promises that had been agreed 10, So, (or the next 13 yeurs, these, vatiunt people supported the United State's every request. They sacrificed
thousunds of thelr youryg, brave watriors in the belivl that the United Statesiof Amgrica would stay the course until final victory.

Taday, we are gathered hece 1o pay tribute 1o the nwstbrave and loyal group of combat soldiers [have ever known. Ta those
who made he supreme sucrifice, and to their Tamilies, I want you to know, that what my gavernment did w0 your people, the Lao iribes, is
inexcusable.  We sacrificed the lives of your young nien, your honicland and your freedom; and wittidrew swithoutregard to-your weil being
and survival. . . T PR . i
o ‘Licun remember inthe 1960, the'Lao-Hmong had succeeeded in tying down thousands of North Vietnar's best soldiers’in
Military Region 2;%0l Laos. This resulied in the: United Stares1aking far fower casuiities in Vietnam.. Your constantattacks on the Ho'Chi
Minh Trail, and your protection of our-forward staging rescue bases, Site 36, and the radar bombing tacility at Site 85, were invaluable 1o the
United State's bombing offensive againstNorth Viemam. - - :

L “Through all these years, the CIA and State Department pressured you 1o increase your activities in Northern Laos. Your
‘response was always positive, regardless of the terribie suffering you endured, Your villages came under fire and many of your famiy members
- were killed or wounded. More than 10%, sone 40,000 people, were casualties.” Many of these were your finest young ‘men, but you still

remained astaunch Bnd oyl ably: 0T RS e D T R e RN
R &0 o arg-here today, are veterans of the United State’s "Secret War™in Laos.” We are very famitiar with what
. your nation did for those many years of conflictin that secret war. O R L T T T T e T
L . What did we do for you, our'staunch and loyal ally? “We provided you the wherewithal ta pursue the war, as long as § served
" our purpose, Then, when tur policymalkers, in the United Statis, decided 10 withdraw from Lavs, in' 1975, we witlhdrew withou! [ookinghagk:
Without jooking back 1o ensure that our Lao-Hmong zilies and their familics were provided the wherewithal o relocate

S Those of us wh

outside of Laos, : ) . . :
Without looking back to see that those in Laos, who could not escape, were properly represented in the Uniled Nations
Withoul Inoking back 1o ensure that they did not spend the remaindar of their lives in squalid refugee camps.

What reaily happened was that the thousands of Lao-Hmong, who remained in Laos, were brutaily punished for their support
of the United Stutes, They were doused with deadly chemicals from the air, forced from their homes and villages, and incarcerated. Many died,

being tostared or'starved to death. ' SR : : : :
For those who tled to Thailand, what they thought was safety and refuge, became 20 years of incarceration in squalid camps

administered by the Thai police.  Alter 20 years, the U.S. State Department has not been able w relocate these brave allies. Some 30,000

renin in the camps today. They are now fieed with forced repatsintion to Laos--and for many, o the same comnunist govemment they led

“from 20 years ago--a guvernment that is partially contrptled by the Luo-Hmong's dreaded-enemy, the Nogth Vietnamese. o0

T During the height of the Lao-Hniorg mvolvemen; the CIA budget for Laos was three quarters of a biltion dollars annually.

. While the United States has ignored its obligations to the Lao-Hmong, troops have been deployed fo Deégert . Storm to prevent Irag ffopyover: -
running and annexing Kuwail. Combat forces have been deployed 1o Bosnia, Panama, and Somolia. America has given humanitarian
assistunce around the world - -BUT NOTHING TO THE LAO-HMONG.

) We Americans, here today, and throughout the United States, should hang our heads in shame -« {irst, for sbandoning these
loyai allies, in 1975, without w'real effortto évacuale theny; and secondly, for, walking off and never loeking back. o
: "How:many of you outthere, who fought and:drank with'the Lao-Hmong, pledged your support io them, tied the sirings:on

. your awrists, nuking you eternal brothers?: How manyiof you ever looked back 1o seerwhat:was:happening, or what hashappened, 10 your
“ loyal allies? How.many of youwhuve wiitlenr or visited your former allies with oflers of suppori?” o S IR
: Very few, i any of the thousands of ClAS State Department, Alr America, Continental Air, Bird Air, Air Commandos,

Special Forces, and alf represented here today, have toncerned Lhemselves wilh the brave, Lio-Hiseng people. Bul, it is not 100 fae, We
nced to band together and raise hell with our government in Washington., We need 1o bush the State Department for its sorry records, To be
successtul, we need to flood Washington with hundreds of thousands of letlers to our Congress, making it known that we consider our State
Depariment the center of the problems.

If we can provide 4,000 lragee enemy POW's with reluge in the United States of America, we can surely hundle the
relocation of the most loyal American Atlids in the history of the United States.

[ humbly seek your supporl, and that of your organizations, in seitling this jong overdue obligation.

Thank you,
Brig.General Harry C. (Heinie) Aderholt
United States Alr Force, Ket.



