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STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT DANE COUNTY

BRANCH
)
FREDERICK M. OLSEN, III )
POB 2024 )
MADISON, WI 53701-2024 )
Plaintiff, 3
v, ) CASE NUMBER
)
WISCONSIN PUBLIC RADIO )
821 UNIVERSITY AVE. ) WRIT OF MANDAMUS .... 30707
MADISON, WI 53706 )
Defendant, )
)
COMPLAINT

l.) This is an action brought under the Wisconsin Public
Records Law, Wisconsin Statutes 19.35, to enjoin the Defendant from
withholding from disclosure certain records of Wisconsin Public

Radio within their possession and control.

2.) This court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant

to the Wisconsin Public Records Law, Wisconsin Statutes 19.37.

3.) Plaintiff, Frederick M. Olsen, III, is an individual
conducting public interest research into the subjects of the
activities, budgets, expenditures and their consequent results

for Wisconsin Public Radio.
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4.) Defendant Wisconsin Public Radio is an authority of the
Wisconsin State Government as defined in Wisconsin Statutes
19.32 (1) and is bound by the the Public Records Law, Wisconsin
Statutes 19.35. The defendant authority has possession of the
records to which Plaintiff seeks public interest access.

5.) On 08 January 1997, plaintiff hand-delivered a request
for access to records pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 19.35 to the
offices of the defendant, Wisconsin Public Radio. A copy of that
request is attached to this complaint, and is marked "EXHIBIT 1".

6.) On 15 January 1997, Mr. Jack Mitchell, Director of
Wisconsin Public Radio made a written response to plaintiff's
request of 08 January 1997. A copy of that response is attached
to this complaint, and is marked "EXHIBIT 2".

7.) On 30 January 1997, plaintiff appealed to the defendant
authority via hand-delivered letter to allow access tc withheld
records. A copy of that letter is attached to this complaint, and
is marked "EXHIBIT 3".

8.) On 04 February 1997, Mr. Jack Mitchell, Director of
Wisconsin Public Radio made a written response to plaintiff's
appeal letter of 30 January 1997. A copy of that response is

attached to this complaint, and is marked "EXHIBIT 4".
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9.) On 30 January 1997, Plaintiff made an additional

request for access to records to the defendant authority under the

Open Records Act. A copy of that letter is attached to this

complaint, and is marked "EXHIBIT 5",

10.) On 14 February 1997, Mr. Jack Mitchell, Director of

Wisconsin Public Radio made a written response to plaintiff's
additional request for access to records of 30 January 1997. A

copy of that letter is attached to this complaint, and is marked

"EXHIBIT 6".

11.) Defendant has willfully, intentionally, arbitrarily and

capriciously delayed and denied access to records respectfully

requested by Plaintiff. These records are:
A.) Cost information for individual radio programs or "shows"”
requested in EXHIBITS 1 and 3.

B.) Communications originating with Mr. Peter Wallace for the

dates 25 RAugust 1996 through 31 August 1996, requested

in EXHIBITS 1 and 3.
C.) Arbitron Ratings reguested in EXHIRBIT 5.

D.) Pinancial records relating to the budget and expenditures

of "Development™, requested in EXHIBIT 5.
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WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff prays this Court:

Dated:

1.
2.

)
)

To take jurisdiction of this cause;

To declare that defendant's withholding of requested
records is willful, intentional, arbitrary, capricious
and unlawful;

To order defendant authority to permit access to the
regquested records;

To award plaintiff his costs, disbursements and not
less than $ 100.00 damages,

To award plaintiff punitive damages such as this court
shall see fit;

To grant such other and further relief as the Court may

deem just, proper and necessary.

FREDERICK M. OLSEN, III
Plaintif#f



Frederick M. Olsen, III
Capitol Station

POR 2024

Madison, WI 53701

13 March 19%7
President, and
News Directoer, and
Foreign Desk Persaonnel
National Public Radio
Washington, D.C. U.S8.4.

Dear Madams, Sirs,
This letter was delivered via Certified Mail.

This is a request for records under the Freedom of Information Act
as enumerated in the statutes of the United States Code. It refers
to all records held and/or controlled by NPR, not only records held
in or around Washington, D.C.

It is also a formal petition for an internal investigation under
applicable NPR policies and rules.

BACKGRQUND TO FOIA REQUEST

During the 1980's (and possibly earlier), the Central Intelligence
Agency ran a particular "front" operation (one of many) out of the
U.S5. State department called the Office of Public Diplomacy. In
this operation, officers and agents of the Central Intelligence
Agency visited Jjournalists and others with the intent of
discouraging them from looking intc the connections between the CIA
and international narcotics trafficking (mostly cocaline).

In Mid-October of 1996, Mr. Robert Parry, journalist known for his
breaking of the "Contra~Cocaine” story in December of 1985, stated
to me directly, on-the-air (Wisconsin Public¢ Radic, Ideas Network,
Tom Clark Show}, that an NPR emplovee named Paul Allen had left NPR
because of pressure from the "0Office of Public Diplomacy"” CIA
front.

Mr. Norman Sclomon, of the crganization "Fairness and Accuracy in
Reporting” confirmed and repeated the same charges to me directly,
in late January or early February of 1997, on-the-air (Wisconsin
Public Radio, Ideas Network, Media Talk with Professor Dave
Berkman).
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FOIA REQUEST

Access to the following records is respectfully requested,
regardless of the method of origination, storage, or reproduction
of these records:

1.} Records which relate to Mr. Paul Allen showing his hiring
date, duties, final date of employment, and reason(s) for end of
Mr. Allen's employment,

2.) Records such as correspondence with the aforementioned "Office
of Public Diplomacy” and records of meetings with persons
therefrom.

3.) Records indicating who Paul Allen was replaced by, and showing
a chronological progression of persons who have held Mr. Allen's
job up to the present day.

4,} Records showing names and positions of all NPR personnel:
staff, management, officers & BOD in the year that Paul Allen left
NPR and in the present year of 1997.

5.) Records of, or regarding, correspondence where NPR, NPR
personnel, or listeners complain about or protest intervention by
CIA or any of its "fronts".

6.) Records relating to any plans or programs NPR has considered
and/or implemented to prevent a repeat of what happened to Paul
Allen.

7.) Any policies, rules, etc., relied upon by NPR to prevent
violations of U.5.Code Title 47 Section 398, which prohibits
interference with, or control of NPR by any part of government.

8.) Records of instances where NPR identified actual or potential
violations of U.S.C. 47 sec. 398, and moved to stop or prevent such
violations.

Because these requests are in the public interest, and will help
bring about a better understanding of the workings of government,
it is requested that any fees contemplated by NPR for the release
of records be waived, as provided for by law.

To document the actual release of any records, please provide a
description of each released record in a cover letter, or mark each
page (or other record unit, if not printed) with an official stamp
and date of release in a place which will not obscure any part of
the record's information.
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PETITION FOR INTERNAL NPR INVESTIGATION

By this letter, I formally petition National Public Radioc to
conduct an internal investigation of the circumstances of Mr. Paul
Allen's departure from the employ of NPR, with attention to and
investigation of the aforementioned allegations of CIA involvement
made by Mr. Robert Parry and Mr. Norman Solomon, both respected
members of the journalistic community. I ask for a formal
declaration from NPR that these allegations are either true or
false.

The investigation should be formally announced and discussed, on-
the~air, and the results of the investigation should be formally
announced and discussed on-the-air. The subject of this
investigation and the laws under which it has been requested should
be the topic of some serious programming, including call-in-talk,
otherwise NPR runs a risk of being considered guilty of self-
censorship about a sensitive programming issue -- the independence
of Public Radio from governmental authority.

As a courtesy to the petitioner, it is asked that NPR make a speedy
initial response acknowledging receipt of this Petition for
Internal NPR Investigation and describing the actions (and under
what rules, policies, regulations, statutes or other form of law
the actions shall be taken) that NPR intends with regard to this
petition.

With Respect,

FREDERICK M. OLSEN, III

Requester and Petitioner
In the Public Interest
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| ROGERS.
LAW OFFICES

ROBERT C. ANGERMEIER MARK j. ROGERS

‘ h.m’“- .- . -

March 5, 1997

. .Senator. Rnbme:h, Co-Chair
Legzslanve Joint Audit Commxttee
Fax “&’Io {608) 261-0984

Deﬁr--Sen‘afor'W-uthf :

Iwasa fexmcr underwntmg of the Saturdday moming Wisconsin Public Radio

programming. 1 stopped my underwriting shortly after the “All About Cars” program
was abruptly céeeled.

In mid January Of 1997, 1 made an upen records request dirccted to Wisconsin Public
Radw ‘

I rcf-swed doeumcms pursuant to my request. However, my review of those documents
uggests that zhere ‘were significant omissions.

At this point, [ cannot say whether Wisconsin Public Radio’s failure to include certain
docoments wis a willful cmission on their part. 1 have made a follow up “open records
rcquest” in order to determine why the apparent omission occurred.

oo Matf Joseph (via £ax)

312 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 210 Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4305
Telephone 414-282-9200 FAX 414-289-0664

TOTAL P.82



LAW OFFICES

ROBERT C. ANGERMEIER MARKT. ROGERS PATRICK T. BERIGAN

May 30, 1896

Ms. Joy Cardin
Wisconsin Public Radio
821 University Avenue
7th Floor

Madison, WI 53706

Dear Ms. Cardin:

I am a corporate sponsor of the Zorba Paster Program. Although my
sponsorship has not generated the business I had hoped, I continued
as a corporate sponsor because I came to enjoy the Saturday format
of Dr. Paster followed by Matt Joseph.

1 was disappointed to learn that Matt Joseph's show has been
canceled. I have heard the long explanation of the circumstances
leading to the cancellation and the egos that were currently
bruised in the process. However, I anm writing to let you know that
I am not inclined to renew my sponsorship because of the direction
that your Saturday morning program has taken.

The new "entertainment" format will ultimately crowd out Dr.
Paster's serious treatment of medical issues.

I would suggest that you move completely toward an entertainment
format and instead of broadcasting Dr. Paster that you simply
breadcast the audiotrack of the MASH series. I think "Car Talk"™ is
to automotive news what MASH is to medicine. Then the network can
be renamed. Instead of the "ideas network", the Saturday morning
programming could be renamed as the "whad' ya know - not much
network®.

625 North Milwaukee Street, Suite 404  Milwankee, Wisconsin 53202
Telephone 414-289-9200  FAX 414-289-0664



I would appreciate it if all the parties involved could swallow
their pride and put the interest of the listeners and sponsors for
intelligent broadcasting back in focus.

Very truly vyours,

ROBERT C. ANGERMETER
State Bar No: 01005454

RCA:dmc

cec: Zorba Paster
Matt Joseph
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