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FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE
THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 1997

¢ BHogn uvd e

MPS ANNOUNCES TWO-YEAR SCHOOL
CALENDAR FOR 1997-98 AND 1998-99

The Milwaukee Board of Schoel Directors and the Milwaukee Teachers’
Educarion Associaton {MTEA) have reached agreement on a new two-year
calendar for the Milwaukee Public Schools. This is the first dme in recent history
that the union and the school district have agreed upon a two-year calendar.

“This cwo-vear calendar provides a tremendous service to parents and the
communiry,” says MPS Superintendent Robert C. Jaspa. “It provides parents
and students with the opportunity to make long-term plans during nonschool
rimes. Parents have requested that they would like a two-vear calendar, and we
are pleased to be able o provide this service,” Jasna says.

MTEA Execurive Director Sam Carmen agreed: “This allows faculties and
families to engage in long-term leg.”

The first day of school for students in the 1997-98 school year is
Wednesday, Aug. 27, 1997. The last day of school for students in the 1997-98
school year is Thursday, June 11, 1998.

In the 1998-99 school vear, school begins on Wednesday, Aug. 26,
1998, The {ast day of schoot will be Thursday, June 10, 1999.

The calendar was adopted by the Milwaukes Board of School Directors
at its monthlv meedng Wednesday, March 26, 1997,

For more informatdon, contact Denise Callaway, director, MPS
Communications & Public Affairs, +75-8274, or Par O’ Mahar, assistant

execunve director, MTEA, 259-1990.
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Milwaukee Public Schools Calendar
1997-1998 School Year

MON TUE WED THUR FERI

AUGUST
18 19 20 21 22
25 26 27 28 29

26 Organization day —no student attendance
27 First day of school for all students

SEPTEMBER
2 3 4 b
8 9 10 11 12
15 16 17 18 19
22 23 24 25 T 26
29 30 '
1 Labor Day - no student artendance
OCTOBER
13
6 7 8
13 14 15
20 21

27 28 ey irr
9 Reportcards 16 Kmdergarrcn coafcrcncc day
17 Elementary, middle, and high school conference
day ~ no smdent antendance
30 & 31 WEAC Convention days - no student attendancea

NOYEMBER
3 4 5 6 7
10 11 12 13 14
17 18

RZ4 25
24 Report Cards
27 & 28 Thanksgiving recess — 1o smdent attendance

DECEMBER
2 3 4 5
9 10 11 12
16

12 through Jan. 2 winter recess - no student agendance

JANUARY
s
6 7
13 14
F20 F21

5 Classes resume
19 M.L.Xing Day -- no student altendancs
20, 21, 22 High schooi final exams
23 Record dav - no student arrandance

MON TUE WED THUR ERI

JANUARY
r26 27 28 29 30
26 Report Cards
FEBRUARY
3 4 5 )
10 i1 12 13
17 18 19 20
24 25 26 27
16 Mid-semester break — no student attendance
MARCH
2 3 4 5 6
9 rR10 11 12 . 13
16 17 18 xcl9 FEmcm
23 24 23 26 27
30 31

10 Reportcards 19 Kindergarten conference day
20 Eiemenrary, middle and high schoo! conference
day - no student attendance

APRIT

20 21 22 23 24
27 28 29 R30

10 dirough 17 - Spring recess - no student attendance

20 Classes resume

30 Report cards
MAY

1

4 5 6 7 8

1 12 13 14 15

18 19 20 21 22
g%--f B 25“ 26 27 28 29

25 Memorial Day - no student attendance
JUNE

2 3 4 3
F9 #10 I 12

I3 i6 &7 18 g

22 23 24 25 6

29 30
9, 10, 11 High school final exams
11 Report cards, ast day of student attendance
12 Record day - no student attendancs
15 Emergency make-up day

Shaded days have no student attendance. Individual schools may have additional non-attendance days which do not
appear on this calendar, Also, methods and dates for distributing report cards may vary from school to school.

For addiuonal copies of this calendar cail the Office of Depucy Superintendent, 475-8268.

Approved - 3/26/97




Milwaukee Public Schools Calendar

1998-1999 School Year

MON TUE WED THUR FRI

AUGUST
24 25 26 27 28

31
23 Qrganizadon day - 0o student attendance
26 First day of school for all students

SEPTEMBER
1 2 3 4
LT ] 9 10 11
14 15 16 17 i8
21 22 23 24 - 25
28 29 30 .
7 Labor Day — no student attendance
OCTOBER
5 6 7
12 13 14
19 20 21 _ )3
26 27 28 FEi RO

8 Reporteards 15 Kindergarten conference day
16 Elemencary, middle, and high school conference
day - no student attendancs
29 & 30 WEAC Convention days - no student artendance

NOVEMBER
2 3 4 3 6
9 10 11 12 13
16 17 18 19 20
23 rR24 PAE. e
30
24 Report cards
26 & 27 Thanksgiving recess - no student attendance
DECEMBER
] 2
7 8 9

13 16

JANUARY
5 6
12 13
F19 #20

4 Classes resume
18 M.L King Day - no student attendance
19,20, 21 High school firal exams
22 Record day -- no student attendance

MON TUE WED IHUR FRI

JANUARY
25 26 27 28 29
25 Repoert Cards
FEBRUARY
2 3 4 5
9 10 11 12
16 17 18 1%
23 24 25 26

15 Mid-semester break - no studen: artendancs

MARCH
1 2 3 4 5
8 RS 10 1112
15 16 17 KC18 [FENOT
22 23 24 25 26
29 30 31

% Reportcards 18 Kindergarten conference day

19 Elementary, middle and high school conference
day - no student attendance

APRIL
12 13 14 5 1s
i9 20 21 22 23
26 27 28 w29 30

2through 9 Spring recess - no student attendance
12 Classes resume

29 Report cards
MAY
3 4 3 6 7
10 11 12 13 14
17 18 19 20 21
- 24 25 26 27 28
By
31 Memoriai Day - no student attendancs
JUNE
1 2 3
7 F8 79 FR10
=i 15 16 17
21 22 23 24
28 29 30

8,9, 10 High schoot final exams
10 Report cards, last day of student arrendance
il Record day - no stuzdent attendance
14 Emergency make-up day

Shaded days have no student amtendance. {ndividual schools may have additional non-attendance days which do not
agpear on this caiendar. Alsc, methods and dates for distributing report cards may vary from schoot o school,

For additional copies of this calendar cail the Office of Deputy Superintendent. 475-3268.

Approved - 3/26/97
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WISCONSIN
TOURISM
FEDERATION

President

Chet Gerfach
Association of Wisconsin
Tourism Attractions

44 E. Miffiin, Sutte 301
Madison, Wi 53701
608/255-9337

Lobbyist

Tom Coenen
Coenen/Swandby Associates
P.O. Box 2157

Madison, Wi 53701
£08,283-2588

Members

American Automablie Assoc.
Assec, of Wisconsin Tourism
Attractions

Golf Course Owners of
Wisconsin

Hayward Lakes Resort
Assaciation

Outdoor Advertising Assoc,
of Wisconsin

Tavern League of Wisconsin
Wisconsin Assodiation of
Campground Cwners

Wisc. Assoc. of Convention
& Visitors Bureaus
Wisconsin Dells Visitors &
Cenvention Bureau
Wisconsin Grocers Assoc.
Wisconsint Irnkeepers
Association

Wisconsin Manufacturers &
Commerce

Wisconsin Out-of-State Land
Crwrners Association
Wisconsin Restaurant
Association

Wisconsin Wholesale Beer
Cistributors Association

To: Members, Senate Committee on Education
From: Tom Coenen, W.T.F Lobbyist

Re: Support of Senate Bill 90

Date: April 23, 1997

The Wisconsin Tourism Federation consists primarily of state-wide
associations who have a vested interest in a strong tourism economy for
Wisconsin. It is on their behalf I am urging you to favorably advance SB
90 out the the Education Committee.

The tourism businesses have felt the financial hardship of K thru 12 schools
starting classes days or weeks before Labor Day. They not only are losing
a percentage of their consumers, do to an early school start, but they also
lose their student help to serve the tourism business that continues to come
from neighboring states of lllinois & Minnestoa that start schools after

Labor Day.

In an effort to prove it was just not the tourism industry that was
concerned about school opening, the Wisconsin Tourism Federation funded
a state-wide survey of 406 adults to find out their views on schools
opening Labor Day. Attached is a copy of the 1993 survey conducted by
Carl Fredrickson & Associates of Middleton, WI. You will see the citizens
of the state also prefer an after Labor Day start of schools,

An unsolicited survey was done very recently by Fox Channel Six of
Milwaukee. Those results are also attached. These more recent numbers
ndicate very strongly that Wisconsinites prefer school to start after Labor

Day.

It would seem to me that a very sirong messages is being sent: citizens and
tourism businesses want a later starting date for schools.

W.T.F. is requesting that you respond in a positive manner to this message.

Attachments: Fox Survey Results
Carl Fredrickson & Associates Survey Results

The Federation of Wisconsin Hospitality/Tourism/Recreation Groups
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FOX SIX POSTS MAJOR GAINS JANSE TO JANS7
Day Time Program % Cifference Shares
M-f 7-84 WAKEUP NEWS +18%

M<F . 8-8A WAKELP NEWS +21%

MoF 412N AMROS +13%

M-F 12N-8P FM ROS +27%

M-F 3—4¢ DATE/NEWLYWED +13%

M-F +3p ROIE +133%

M-F 3.5307 . NEWS-5 +12%

M-F 530-gp - NEWS-530 +38%

M- 8.-830P NEW3-6 +38%
M-St 7-97 PRIME 203 +15%
M-S S.10¢ NEWS FRIMETIME +259% >
M-SU  10-1080P NEWS-10 +T4%

AT 3-930A WAKEUP NEWS +3309g

SAT 10-1030P ASK GUS + 18— .
SUN 3-.53%09 - SUNDAY ¥EPORT +TR%

Source: Nxi JTand6,jan97
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nason Thu Mar 27 12:10 page 1

PAGE ANCHOR SLUG
w3 JOANNE POLL RESULTS
DATE: B370327% COMMENTS :

ESS FULL NEWS POLL QUESTION

TAPE

SUPER: SHOULD THE STATE REQUIRE ALL

PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO START AFTER LABOR

DAY?

CHAGNE CG SUPER:
82% YES
18% NO

ESS OUT

MAR-Z?-1997  12:08

414 362 2141

FORM WIR  AUDIO VIDEO TRT BACKTIME

ESS ™ € 0:12 0:00 0:12
STATUS: READY

S WHAT DID OUR VIBWERS THINKS
THIS QURSTION WAS THE TOPRIC OF THE FOX \1

SIX NEWS POLL. \
!

OUR QUESTION: SHOULD THE STATE REQUIRE

ALL PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO START AFTER LABOR -

DAY?

CALLERY VOTED 82 PERCENT YES, 18
PERCENT NO.

P.g2
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‘mazario Thu Mar 27 08:18 page 1
PAGE ANCHOR sLUG TAPE FORM WIR AUDIO VIDEO TRT BACKTIMER

wE2 JW/MC  SCHOOL START X 2328 INTRO R/T 6 0:21 0:00 0:231
DATE: 970327w COMMBNTS : LK JGE STATUS: READY
> ‘SHOT - H{ngu } = = 2 £ = -y

>> LT‘8 BARELY SPRING -- BOT ALRRADY,
PEOPLE ARE THINKING ABOUT SUMMER
VACATION.

AND WHEN IT WILL END!
{MARK}
>> THERE'S A NEW PUSH TO START THE
TIGHT ON CAM SCHOOL YEAR AFTER LAROR DAY, BY THE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF TOURTSM.

IT WANTS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE LAST
FEW WERKS OF SUMMER,

BUT EVERY ISSUE HAS MORE THAN ONE SIDE.

ROBIN TAYLOR LOOKED AT HOTH SIDES OF
THR ISSUE.
VIR SOT FULL ----{BKG)}

24

*og sSupw

Biil

MILW. CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAD

: 45

*CG SUPW
Robin Taylor
REPORTYING

154

*C3 SUPW

Joan Box

MEQUCN SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT

l:40
CcC: 8TD

MAR=-27-1997 a8:17 414 362 2141 P.a2
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PAGBE ANCHOR sLUG TAPE FORM WTR  AUDIO VIDEO TRT BACKTIME
WEZ-8 sevmwa SCHOOL START 2328 TRACK RT - 1:35 0:00 1:35
DATE: 970327w COMMENTS ; LK STATUS: READY

#wﬂﬁaawnI--ll-ln"-"xﬂauhwanznsazn:nu&:z:#ﬂﬂ==m== M KT Ty . e o TR TN R Y s om am T I ==ﬂn=wﬂﬁ=ha=a=mauam

>> THESE STUDENTS, AT HOMESTEAD HIGH IN
MEQUON, STARTED THE SCHOOL YRAR ATGUST
23TH -~ A COUPLE DAYS BEFORE LABOR Day.

BUT IF SOME STATE LAWMAKERS HAVER
WAY -- THE SCHOOL YEAR WOULDN*T START
UNTIL AFTER THE HOLIDAY.

THAT'S BECAUSE BUSINKSSES, LIx: THESHE
IN THE WISCONSIN DELLS » RELY HEAVILY ON
TEENAGERS DURING THE SUMMER

BILL EANBURY TAPE 2 21:51 >> "Many kids that are working
part-time jabs in the tourigm industry
bave to go back to gchool so these
fusinesses ars left holding the bag at

the end of the tourism geason. *

>» RIGET NOW, ONLY 17 oF WISCONSIN'S
426 SCHOOL DISTRICTS START AFTER LABOR
DAY,

AND IF THAT WERE TO CHANGR -~ ALL
PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS STUDENTS WOULD
HAVE TO GO TO SCECOL LONGER ¥ JUNE.

STAND-UP TAPR 1 13:27 >> SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS SAY THR

SUPERINTENDENT TAPE 1 1:02 >> "We start a couple of days befors
' labor day for a reason becanse it gives

sveryone a chance to sactla in before a
lozg waekend, ®

>> AND IT GIVES SCHOOLS 2 CIANCE TO
BALANCE CT.ASS SIZES AND MAXZE OTHER
ALJUSTMENTS.

BOT, THE TOURIST INDUSTRY SCINTS oUT,
LAHBCR DAY IS THZ LAST CHANCS FOR MANY
WORKING FAMTLIES T0O TAKE A VACATION.

ZANBURY TAPE 2 31.27 >> "The vacation season, rarticularly
in Wisconsin, starcs very glow in Jupe,
S0 let’s keep the kids ia gchool and
lacer on when the weatler's 3cill great
in August lec’s keep them out of gschaol
S0 flat they can go on vacarcien. !

MAR-27-1997 ag:17 414 362 2141
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COVER WITH KIDS IN SCHOOL FROM TARPE 1 . GOVERNOR THOMPSON SAYS IF THR BILL
PASSES -« HE’LL SIGN IT -- BUT HE ISN’T

LOBBYING FOR SCHOOLS TO BE FORCED TO
START AFTER LABOR DAY,

8IG 00T
03/21/97 THY 08:18 FAY 414 S82 2141 SIX IS NEWS ' T Qoos
nazar;o Thu Mar 27 gg:13 page 1
PAGE  ANCHOR siug ) ‘
3 TAPER TORM WTR AUDI
vG2-b MARK  scuoor, st O VIDES TRT mackrmm
DATE. 970327 CHCOL STAnT : x 2328 =mpm R/F 6 0:18 9:00 0:18
mm-an"-ﬂ“mma“!ma-u - s STATUS : READY
= - 20 T 20 o
»TEEISSUB'SCOLEUPEEFORE-«-B.;;
HAVE NEvER BEEN mnoucm VOTES 1O
PASS A raw SCHOOLS TO 3TART
APTER LABOR DAy
THIS SEEMY TO AR MORE




WISCONSIN TOURISM FEDERATION

125 W. Daty St.. Suite 200, Madison, WI 53703

The Federation of Wisconsin Hospitality/Tourism/Recreation Groups

School Year Starting Date - Opinion Study of Wisconsin Citizens*
Selected Survey Results

1. Respondents were asked to choase their preferred date for the start of their local public schools. The choices
were before September 1, between Septginher 1 and Labor Day, or after Labor Day.
a}) After Labor Day 58%
b} Before September 1 ' 24%
e} Between September 1 and Labor Day 17%
2. Respondents mukadfcrthairpmfmudfaﬂsﬁrﬂmd&t&fortheUniversityofWisconsinmtmmm»
puses and the state technical schools, from the samas thres choices.
a) After Labor Day 66%
b) Between September 1 and Labar Day 19%
] Before September 1 15%
3. Respondents were asked if they thought all schooi systems in Wisconsin, including the public schoals, University
system, and Technical Colleges, shouid begin at the same time.
a) siTongly agree 42:} 6%
b} probably agree ) 34
e} probably disagres 16% 24,
d) strongly disagres 8% 4
4. Respondents were asked if they thought that starting school before Labor Day Penalizes businesses that empioy
students or seasonal employees.
a} strongly agree 2 :} és%
b) probably agres 42
e} probably disagree 26% 24%
d) strongly disagres 8%
8. 14% of respondents said the current public schooi starting date makes it harder @ plan summer vacadons, This
represents 700,000 Wisconsinites,
“2% of respondents said they would have been more likely to have taken a vacation or longer vacation, if their schools
had started after Labor Day. This represents 1.1 miilion Wisconsinites.
* Conducted in 1993 by Cari Fredrickson & Associgres, Middlewon, W1
PRESIDENT LOBBYIST MEMBERS
24 Lumo Tom Coanen A1oe, of Wisconsn Wwcanun Assae. of Wriconsm Manuiaciuess o
Wiscanun Restsurant Assoc, PO. Box 6 Toursm Attrachons Caonvenbon & Visaars <unmescs
Macison, W 53703 MeFariond, Wi 53553 Buresus
SO8/251-26583 $08/283-2588 Grevy d Raciog O 5 Waconsn Restaurant Awsoc.
of Wisconun Wisconun Delle Visitors and
Convennon Buresn Wconua Retad Gaachne &
Licrusct Waste Carners of Automotve Trade Assac.
Wisconmun Wisconsm Grocers Assoc,

Cutdons Adueranng Assoc, Wisconum (ankespens Assoc,
of Wisconun



Members of the Senate Fducation Committee
Senator Potter, Chair

FROM: Ed Lump
CEOQ, Executive Vice President
DATE: April 18, 1997
RE: Wisconsin Restaurant Association’s support for SB 90 - school

start after Labor Day

.-..~N~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A post-Labor Day school start date for K-12 schools is a top legislative priority
for the Wisconsin Restaurant Association. Our 7,000 members from all over
Wisconsin have told us that they lose business starting in the middie of
August due to cottage closings and reduced tourist numbers due to early
school starts throughout Wisconsin. If their own school district starts early as
well, and most do, they lose employees necessary to serve the remaining
tourists including many from the Chicago area where school starts after Labor
Day by tradition or from Minnesota where there is a law establishing a post-

Labor Day school start.

Testimony will be heard here today from opponents of this legisiation
decrying loss of local control and the damage done to education if everyone
is forced to start school after Labor Day. We heard these same arguments in
1983 from the UW system when a law was passed that starts the UW system
after Sept.1. The UW system has not imploded. The Minnesota experience
also tells us that public schools have not been damaged by a post-Labor Day

school start. Minnesota continues to have a terrific public school system. If

3% SOUTH HENRY STREET

SUITE 300

MADISON, Wi 53703-3110

SOB/251-3663 BOO/SET-3271 FAX ACH/25] 3666
PROMOTION # PROTECTION # IVPROVEMENT # SINCE 1933



- Finally, we would urge the Committee and the opponents of this legisiation to
consider that there is a significant opportunity here - an opportunity for
partnering with business to build better schools. In every local community
restaurants are willing to be involved in virtually any way possible to support
their schools. This ranges from scholarships, to jobs, to community spirit, to
fundraisers. However, the opposition to starting school after Labor Day by
the schools when the real argument is over turf not educational concerns
gets in the way of what could be a very positive relationship. It makes us

adversaries when we should be partners.
We urge the committee to vote favorably on SB 90.

Thank you for your consideration.



SUMMER VISITATION COMPARISON
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Alma rrea Schoats
ScrooL DiSTRICT OF ALMA

(608) 685-4416
S$1618 STATE RD. 35  Atma, WI 54610-8301

The Rivermen

ADMINISTRATION

Steven N. Sepisayr
DisTriCY ADMINISTRATOR

Berr Prucker
Hici ScHOOL PrunciraL
Arneers Dirgcron

BARRARA ABRAHAM
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL

Dawwn Meer
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Boarp oF Epucanion
Micragr, Ants
Presipent

CHARLES Schutrz
Vice-PRrESIDENT

GREGORY 5. GREEN
Crerk

Bangy Rirscuer
TreAsuRER

KavrMiter
DirecTor

April 10, 1997

Senate Education Committee
Sen. Cal Potter, Chair

P.O. Box 8952 :
Madison, Wisconsin 53708

Dear Senator Potter and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in opposition to SB90, the bill that requires all school districts to begin the
fall semester after Labor Day. In my opinion, this bill is the most blatant attack on the
concept of “local control” in public schools. What works in some communities, doesn’t

m others.

In Alma, over 60% of the high school students participate in fall athletics. Football
begins practice on August 12, volleyball begins practice on August 18. The first games
for football and volleyball are August 29, and August 25, respectively. If we started
school after Labor Day this next year, we would start on September 2, the earliest
possible date we could ever start school, yet we would have had 60% of our kids here

for 13-20 days.

In Alma we also have a successful summer school program. We currently are able to

give students a break the week after Memorial Day, with summer school starting the first
week of June, culminating after 4 weeks. This program would also be split-up by putting
summer school into late June through mid-July. The temperatures in our building would

make summer school impossible.

I'have been an educator for 20 years, eventhough I am a superintendent, I continue to
remain an active classroom teacher (on a limited basis). Kids are anxious about school
and do their best work in the fall. It is always difficult for them to stay on task in April

and May when the sun is shinning and spring is in bleom.

Iowa enacted a similar law several years ago. It is so popular that i the 1996-97 school
year, 390 of 397 schools filed waivers (which is allowed by Iowa law) to exempt them
from this ridiculous law. All 390 were granted. The executive director of the Iowa
School Boards Association, Mr. Rice, told me that he expects this unpopular legislation
to be repealed during this legislative session. Incidentally, a request for a waiver is only



April 10, 1997

Senate Education Committe
Page 2

accomplished by board action.

On behalf of myse!fénd the patrons of the Alma School District, I ask for you help in
seeing this special interest legislation doesn’t get out of committee.

Thank you for your time and assistance in this important matter.

Sincerely,

Steven N. Sedlmayr
Superintendent of Schools




(SPENCER PUBL!C SGHO,@D

‘ - : 300 School.Street o .
Fax: 715 659-5470 . SPENCER V'{ISCONSEN 4479 N . Phane: 715 659.5347

Allen K. Jicinsky, President

Scott E. Johnson, Vice President

Kathy Eckas, Clerk

Deborah B. Janz, Treasurer

Jeffrey L. Darga, Oirector Larry E. Stordahi

Supt. of Schools
04/07/97

Represgentative Eugene Hahn

Chair -~ Asgembly Committee on Tourism and Recreation
15 West

State Capitol

Madison, WI $3708

re: “After Labor Day Start for Public Schools®
Agsembly Bill 159

Dear Mr. Hahn:

The Board of Education here at Spencer Public Schools is opposed to the
Legislature esgstablishing starting and ending dates for education. The
feeling is that this is a matter of local control, and this is a
decision that should be made locally in the best interests of the

students of the local community.

Enclosed, please find a cartoon that pretty well sums up my attitude {as
superintendent) toward this proposed legislation (AB 15%).

Sincerely,

¢ stordahl

Representative Robert Zukowski
Senator David Zien

Members, Spencer Board of Education
Bill Cosh, WASB

Schoot District of Spencer

Villacie of Srancar - Tawns nf Snencer - Arinbtan - Mebiian - Flade and Sharman
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Committed to Children Commitied to Excellence

April 7, 1997

Representative Spencer Black
219 N. State Capitol
Madison, WI 53702

RE: SB90/AB159
SB69/AB37

Dear Representative Black,

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel recently published an editorial regarding SBSO/AB 159 that would
require school to start after Labor Day. The editorial did an excellent job of responding to those
that favor the bills.

School calendars should be a local decision, left to the Board of Education, not to the teacher’s
union or the tourist industry. I wonder how the tourist industry would respond to educators
proposing legislation that would require them to keep their attractions or services closed until July
Ist. They would tell us to stay out of their business. I believe the reverse is true.

The tourist industry sees school age children as an abundant source of cheap labor. Educators see
them as children in need of leaming skills and knowledge for the future. Industry will be one of
the first to complain if the state’s test scores decline in comparison to other states.

Please oppose SB90/AB159 and support local school board flexibility in setting the calendar
(SB69/AB37). Those in tourist areas could respond to local needs and concems while those
outside those areas could respond to a different set of needs and concerms.

s

- Geng’Hamele
Superintendent, Waunakee Community School District

Sincerely,

GH:jas

cc:«8enn Brown, WASB
Jim Lynch, SAA

District Offices * 101 School Drive « Waunakee, WI 53597 « Phone (608) 849-2000 « FAX 608-849-9746




School District -o.f
Cochrane-Fountain City

ﬁ P.O. Box 517
BOARD OF EDUCATION FOUNTAIN CITY., WI 54629 ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Ardys Keilholtz, President District Office; 608-687-7771

- ' : - Gene Wellman, Superint
Chartes Krueger. Vice President High School: 608-687-4391 Kenneth Jackson igflg re:ldsen;ri ;
Karen Krause, Clerk Elementary: 60B-687-4171 James Bugge Efémemar Prn f\c:paf
Allen Schmitt, Treasurer . yrrncieal
Beth Chambers, Director
Christopher Knechl, Director
John Kriesel, Direclor

April 14, 1997

Senate Education Committee
Wisconsin State Senate
Capitol Building

Madison, WI 53707

Committee Members:

Please allow this communication to serve as a strong plea for your
opposition to SB 90.

| have been in education for 36 years. In that time | have learned
much. One important thing | have learned is that educational interests are -
not served best by holding students into the late spring or summer. They '
want out when good weather arrives. Bringing them back earlier in the
fall however serves them very well. Most students are ready to come back |
and certainly most parents are ready for them to return to school. More,
and better education occurs in the fall than in the late springlil. That in;
itself should be reason enough for SB 90's defeat. |

There are those who would argue that an "after Labor Day start”
would benefit the tourist industry. First of all, what does that have to do
with sound educational practice? Secondly, those districts who want to -

start after Labor Day are certainly free to do so without dragging the
entire state with them., LOCAL CONTROL needs to the center of this issue.

Thank you for your consideration for the sake of the students of
Wisconsin and their education rather than an interest group.

Sincerely,

D

Gene R. Wellman
Superintendent of Schools




Racine Unified Schoo! District
Board of Education Resolution

WHEREAS, the Racine Unified School District believes it important to go
on record as taking a position on potential legislation affecting the school

district; and

WHEREAS, the school district calendar is very sensitive to local
conditions such as demographics, economics and the characteristics of the

school district organization.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Racine Unified School District
Board of Education again unanimously opposes the adoption of Assembly
Bill 159 and Senate Bill 90 mandating that no public school may commence

the school term until after Labor Day.

Approved this 7th day of April, 1997.

Linda C. Flashinski, President
Racine Unified School District
Board of Education




