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CHAPTER 75
LAND SOLD FOR TAXES

75.001 Definitions. 75.29  Actions of ejectment, when barred.
75.002 Timely payment. 75.30  Action by original owner if deed is void, when barred.
75.01 Redemption. 75.31  “Possession” defined.
75.03  Redeeming lands of minors, incompetents. 75.32  Taxation and sale of lands held by counties.
75.04  Redemption receipt and entries. 75.35  Sale of tax—deeded lands; purchase of adjacent lands.
75.05  Disposition of redemption money 75.36  County acquisition and sale of property
75.06  Applicability of chapter to 1st class cities. 75.365 Agreements as to delinquent taxes.
75.07  Redemption notices; publication. 75.37  Waste on land subject to a tax certificate.
75.09  Notice, how posted. 75.375 Waste on lands subject to a tax certificate; penalty
75.10  Mistake in notice. 7539  Action to bar former owner
75.105 Cancellationof delinquent real property taxes on property contaminategs 40 Action, where and how brought.
by hazardous substances. 75.41  Complaint.
75.11  Compensation of printer 75.42  Defense. answer
75.115 Rights of persons who have an interest in mineral rights. 75.43  Election ’to receive deposit; costs
75.12  Deed, notice of application for 7544 Release ’ ’

75.13  Filing affidavit.

75.14  Deeds, execution of; rights under; evidence.
75.143 Defer taking of tax deed.

75.144 Rights of persons claiming adverse possession.
75.145 Correction of description by action.

75.45  Deed as evidence.
75.46  Trial; defendans interest.
75.47  Separate trials.

75.48  Effect of judgment.

75.16  Deed, by whom executed; form. 75.49  Judgment for defendant.

75.19  Foreclosure of certificate. 75.50  Unknown owners.

75.195 Extended time for beginning tax foreclosure. 75.52  Judgment a bawhen. L

75.20  Limitations on certificates and issue of dedis;of tax certificate liens. 72-521 Foreclosure of tax liens by action in rem.

75.22  Validity; immaterial errors. 75.54  Reassessment of taxes by order of court.

75.23  Canceled deeds, certificates of county clerk. 75.55  Application of section 75.54.

75.24  Limitation, claims under illegal deed or certificate. 75.61  Actions related to tax certificates.

75.25  Lien of reassessed tax. 75.62  Procedure in actions related to tax certificates.
75.26  Limitation. 75.63  Ejectment as to public lands; conditions.

75.27  Limitation on former owner 75.64  No jurisdiction; issue of deed postponed; deposit.
75.28  Application of all limitations. 75.67  Procedure in populous counties containing authorized city
75.285 Action; condition precedent. 75.69  Sale of tax delinquent real estate.

NOTE: 1987 Wisconsin Act 378 which repealed and ecreated chapter 74, |f there is a redemption before the recording, thad&ed, as it
made substantial amendments to chapter 75.Act 378 contains explanatory relatesto the land redeemed. shall be void

notes.
(c) The provisions of this chapter relating to redemption; con

75.001 Definitions. In this chapterunless the context clearly veyanceyights of action, limitation andther proceedings shall
indicatesotherwise: applyto all swamp and overflowed lands that have been or may

(1) “Tax" means real property taxes, special assessment®§§ontracted for sale by any county board. B
definedunder s.74.01 (3) special chajes as defined under s. (4) (a) Redemption of land subject to a tax certificate may be
74.01(4) and special taxes as defined undéts01 (5) madein partial payments of not less than $20, unlesstaty

(2) “Tax deed” means a tax deed executed undes.44 a treasureiagrees to accept a smaller amount. The making of partial
deedexecuted under 5.190r a judgment issuathder s75.521  Paymentsshall not operate to extend the period of redemption.

History: 1987 a. 378 (b) Eachpartial payment shall be applied first to pay all

chargesauthorizedby law then to pay the interest and penalty

75.002 Timely payment. (1) When payment is required accruedand then to pay the principal of the tax. The portion of the
underthis chapteto be made on or before a certain date, the payaymentio be applied as principal shall be ascertained by dividing
mentis timely if it is mailed in goroperly addressed envelopethe amount of the payment lige sum of one plus a figure that is
postmarkedefore midnight of the last date prescribed for makiritpe product ofeither .01 or a decimal reflecting the applicable per
the payment, with postage prepaid, and is received by the propentageunder s.74.47, multiplied by the number of months of
official not more than 5 days after the prescribed date for makigkglinquencycounting any part of a month as a full month. This
the payment. amountof principal shall be deducted from the amourférefd in

(2) A payment which fails to satisfy the requirements of sugaymentand the remainder of it shall be the interest accrued from

(1) solely because of a delay or administrative error of the U!§e date ofaccrual specified in the tax certificate on that portion
postalservice shall be considered to be timely made. of the tax that is déred to be paid. Interest on any new balance

History: 1987 a. 378 of principal sum shall be figured from the date of accrual specified
in the tax certificate.
75.01 Redemption. (1) (a) As used in this subsection, History: 1977 c. 261981 c. 1671987 a. 378

“ I i i owner is entitled to redeem part of a parcel of land sold for taxes before the tax
recordmg means the presentation of a tax deed to the rengteﬁgggis recorded by filing with the county treasurer an application for prorafion

deedsfor record and acceptance of it. taxescontaining a legal description of the portion sought to be redeemefitty58

(0) Any_perso_n, prioto the recording of a tax deed based OﬁeAnﬁ iangi.erested person may redeem land sold for the nonpayment of taxes up until
a tax certificate |ssu_ed On land for no_n_payment of tax_esv MAY time a tax deed conveying the same is recorded. 74.46 and 75.14 (1) discussed.
redeentheland described in the tax certificate. Redemption shal Atty. Gen. 592.
be made by paying to the county treasurer the amount of the
unpaidtaxes stated in the tax certificate plus the interest and p&6.03 Redeeming lands of minors, incompetents. (1)
alty as provided under 84.47, computed from the date of accruala) The lands of minors or any interest they may have acquoired
asspecifiedin the tax certificate plus any other s authorized landsprior to or after the date tit@nds became subject to a tax cer
by law to be imposed on the tax certificate following its issuandificate may beredeemed at any time before such minors come of
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ageand during one year thereafter if such lands didacotue 75.06 Applicability of chapter to 1st class cities. For
delinquenttaxes for 5 or more consecutive years prior to or aftpurposes of this chaptéicounty” includes a city authorized to
suchacquisition, but no such redemption shall be constased proceedunder s74.87. Unless the context specifically indicates
redeemingthe interest of angther person in such lands. Theotherwise,all powers granted to counties by this chaptes
landsof persons adjudged mentally incompetent oriatgrest grantedto that city; all powers and duties granted to county gov
they may have acquired in lands priorthe date the lands becameerningbodies and dicials are granted to the counterpart govern
subjectto a tax certificate and which did not accrue delinqueiig body and dicials of that city; and all procedures and forms
taxesfor 5 or more consecutiyesars prior to or after such acquisi prescribecby this chapter as applicable to counties shall be-appli
tion, may be redeemed at atigne during disability and during cableto that city with the modifications necessary to retain-sub
oneyear thereafterRedemption shall be made unders01 stantial conformity with this chapter

(b) The heirs of any such minor who dies after the nsniitie History: 1987 a. 378
to the landsshall accrue and before the expiration of the time
when, if the minor had lived, the minor might have redeenhed 75.07 Redemption notices; publication. (1) Each
lands, may also, if minors, redeem the interest of the minor in #@unty treasurer shall, at least 6 and not more than 10 months
landswithin the time in which the minor couldf, living, have beforethe expiration of the time for redeeming laisabject to a
redeemedhe same; and if not minors they may redeem within otex certificate, excepands subject to §5.521that are located in
year from the time their title so accrues and within the time iacity authorized to proceed unde74.87, cause to be published
which the minor could, if living, have redeemed the same. asa class 2 notice, under @85, in the county in which the lands

(2) The period of redemptionf lands or any interest in the arelocated, dist of all unredeemed lands, specifying each tract or
landsof minors or persons adjudged mentally incompetent, whili, the name of the person to whom assessed, if @y the
they acquired prior or subsequent to the date the lardame amountof taxes, ch@es and interest, calculated to the last day of
subjectto atax certificate and which lands accrued delinquergdemption, due on each parcel, together with a notice that unless
taxesfor 5 or more consecutive years, prior to or after such acgaiichlands are redeemed on or before thedagtof redemption,
sition, shall not be extended under s(b. which shall be specified, they will be conveyed to the caufbe

(3) If a tax certificate includes lands or any interest in lang@untytreasurerfor the purpose of such list, may condense such
which are held by a minor @ person adjudged mentally incompedescr!ptlonswhen_ such condensed description will reasonably
tent,and those lands have accrued delinquent taxes for 5 or nfdggcribethe premises.
years, and the timier issuance of a deed upon the certificate has (2) (a) Before publishing such list such treasurer shall-care
not expired, the county may eith@areclose by action under s.fully compare the same wite tax certificate describing the
75.190r take title under §5.140r75.521andforeclose any right landsto be included in the list to be published. If upon such
of redemption or interest of any minor or person adjudged  examinatiortherebe found any omission or erroneous description
tally incompetent by separate action und&bslQ In such action in the tax certificate, sucparcel of land in the description of
the minor or person adjudged mentally incompetent rappear which the omission or error shall occur shall not be advertised for
by guardian ad litem as providéy law and the guardian, if the redemptionjut shall be deleted from the tax certificate in which

personhas one, shall be joined as a party defendant. it was originally included and placed in the next-issued tax eertifi
History: 1977 c. 831987 a. 378 cate.

. . . (b) If the number of the description in the lists of lands to be
75.04 Redemption receipt and entries. Upon the redemp gvertisedfor redemption bythe county treasurer shall exceed

tion of any lands subject to a tax certificate by payment to tg S
county treasurer the treasurer shall execute to the person OOOO,the treasurer shall then let by contract the publication of

: : T suchlist to the lowest bidder upon a notice, written or printed, to
L?Otlﬁg rgg%ﬁ?gf:f&i?%g}g ghneelzgg gﬂgg{ggg;:‘wg;m be delivered to anteft yvith the publishgr or one of the publighers
surershall enter on the tax certificatke information required qf each newspaper printed as aforesaid, at least 10 days prior to the
unders.74.57 (4) (d) time at which such contract shall be let.
History: 1987 a. 378 (c) Any county treasurer who shall wilfully refuser@glect
to perform any duty required by this section or who shall keep
75.05 Disposition of redemption money . The county backand not report any unredeemed lands for the purpose of evad
treasureshall distribute and retain funds paid to redeem land suhg its provisions shall forfeit the full amount of the penalty of the
jectto a tax certificate as follows: treasurer'official bond, one half of which, when collected, shall
(1) Partialpayments of delinquent real property taxes shall e paid to the persoprosecuting therefor and the residue into the
retainedby the county and applied as provided ifi%01 (4)(b). ~ treasuryof the state for the use of the school fund; provided fur
(2) Paymentf delinquent real property taxes, plus any intefher, that no county treasurer shall be liable to any penalty for
estand penalties, shall be retained by the county causingsuch publication to be madgtea weekly newspaper pub

: . intesest lishedin such county for théength of time hereinbefore named
per(ls;)ltiEsgrr:]ae”nlt)se)frggi?%tée&t/iﬁgc(lilut%es, plus any int prior to the date of the treasurenotice, when by reason of acci

- . d?ntor other cause more than one wéek intervened between
(4) Paymentsof delinquent special assessments or specigl

. : e dates of the actual issue of such newspaper to subscribers, if
chargesor Wh'.Ch the county seﬂled undei7d.29 plus any inter suchdelay at any one time shall not have exceeded 3 days; but
estand penalties, shall be retained by the caunty

every such newspapgefor the purpose of this section shall be

(5) Paymentsof delinquent special assessments or specigbemedo have been regularly published oncesiith week as
chargesor which the county did not settle for un@er4.29 plus  pereinpeforeprovided.

anyinterest, shall be paid within 15 days after thedastof the g0y 1987 a. 378

monthin which the payments wereceived by the county trea  sub, (1) requiring publication of redemption notice prior to expiration of time to
surerto the taxing jurisdiction which levied the special assessmesteemands sold for taxes, is directory only; and failure to include in such publica
or special chag‘e. Penalties on special assessments and Spegﬁ%ﬂhe name of the person to whom such taxes a&sessed does not invalidate a

; . sequertiax deed. 63 AttyGen. 16.
charge_sfor which the county did not settle for under4.29shall In publishing redemption notices for tax delinquent lands under (1), ctreaty
beretained by the county sureris not authorized to omit the names of persons to whom such property was last

History: 1987 a. 3781991 a. 39 assessed3 Atty. Gen. 18.
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75.09 Notice, how posted. If no newspaper be published inthe sameas is provided for legal notices under @85, except that

suchcounty the county treasurer shall alableast 3 months pre whenthe same is published under contract, as provided hytiaw
viousto the time limited for the redemption of any lasdibject printershall receive the compensation fixeddueh contract and
to a tax certificate, cause to be posted up copies of the list ammimore.

noticespecified in s75.07in at least 4 public places in the county History: 1987 a. 378

oneof which copies shall be posted up in some conspicuous place ) . .
in the treasures ofice. 75.115 Rights of persons who have an interestin min -

History: 1987 a. 378 eral rights. Notwithstanding ss75.14 (1) 75.16 75.19 and

75.521(3) (am) 4.(5), (8) and(13) (b) the failure of an owner of

75.10 Mistake in notice. Wheneverby mistake or other afee simple interest in surfadghts to pay property taxes on land

wise, such treasurer neglects or fails to include in the tredsuretoesnot extinguish the rights of a holder of a fee simple interest

publishedlist any such tract or tracts of land or to publish such list severed mineral rights related to that land.

in accordance with the requirements of,ltive same may be pub  History: 1993 a. 391

lishedat any time within 2 years after the expiration oftkeod ] o

of redemption. Such publication shall be made in the same m&h.12 Deed, notice of application for . (1) No tax deed

nerand for the same time psescribed in the preceding sectionsshallbe issued oany lot or tract of land subject to a tax certificate

andsuch treasurer shall specify in the treasaneotice accompa Unlessa writtennotice of application for tax deed shall have been

nying such published list when the time foaking redemption of servedupon the ownewor one of the owners of record in théaef

suchlands from such sale will expire, which time shall not be le§é register of deeds of the county wherein the land is situated. If

than6 nor more than 10 months from tiepiration of the full 2 suchlot or tract be improved by a dwelling house, or buildisgd

weeksrequired for theforesaid publication. All tax deeds madéor business purposes, or a building used for agriculpurgloses,

uponsuch tracts of land after the expiration of the regular peri@@din any of said cases, such building has been actually occupied

of redemption shall, after the expiration of such extended peritd the purpose specified for 30 dagenediately prior to the date

of redemption, be as valid andesftualas if such publication had of service ofthe notice of application for tax deed, or if such lot

beenmade at the time required in such section. or tract of land has been occupied and cultivated for agricultural
History: 1987 a. 378 purposes for 30 days within the period of 6 months immediately
prior to the date of service of the notice of application for the tax
75.105 Cancellation of delinquent real property taxes deed then notice of application for tax deed shall be served upon
on property contaminated by hazardous substances. the occupant or one of the occupants thereof. If the records of the
(1) DeriNnimions. In this section: office of register of deeds ithe county where such land is situated
(a) “Department” means the department of natural resourcegowthat such lot or tract of land is encumbered by an unsatisfied
(b) “Dischage” has the meaning given in282.01 (3) mortgageor mortgages, such notice of application for tax deed

(c) “Hazardous substancéas the meaning given in292.01 shallbeserved upon at least one of the mortgagees in each such
(5) mortgagepr upon the last assignee or one of the last assignees of

) . eachsuch mortgage, if the assignment is recorded.

(2) CANCELLATION AUTHORIZED. At any time before the - .
recordingof a tax deed based on a tax certifidaeied on prop (2) Suchnotice shall statéhe date of the tax certificate, the
erty for nonpayment of taxes, the governing body of a county mg scriptionof the lands involved, the amount of the delinquency
cancelall or a portion of the unpaid real property taxes for whicfj dthat such amount wibear interest and penalty as provided by
atax certificate has been issued plus interest and penaltieesan 1aW. and shall give notice that after the expiration of 3 months from
taxeson the property if all of the following apply- the date ofservice of such notice the county will apply for a tax

. . deed. A notice of application for a tax deed shall not be sepaed

(@) The property is contaminated by a hazardous substangy 1han 88 days prior to the earliest date on witiehcounty is

(b) An environmental assessment has been conducted and g@fiitied to a deed.
cludesthat the property is contaminated by the disphaif ahaz (3) Thenotice of application for tax deed maysgeved by the
ardoussubstance. countytreasurer or any person acting for the treasureenotice

(c) The owner of theroperty or another person agrees to cleahallbe served in the manner that service of a summonsdara
up the property by restoring the environment to the exeaittt  of record is made, or by certified mail, with return receipt of the
cableand minimizing the harmful fefcts from a dischge of a addresseenly demanded. If notice cannot be given by use of
hazardousubstance in accordance with rules that the departmgpherof the foregoing methods, the county treasorehe trea
promulgates. surer'sagent shall make anfifavit setting forth the ébrt to

(d) The owner of the property or another person presents to ith&keservice, the inability to do so, and shall fie afidavit with
countyor city an agreement entered into witle department to the county clerk. In such cases the notice shall be published by the
investigateand clean up the property countytreasurer as @lass 3 notice, under c885, in the county

(e) The owner of the property agrees to maintain and monitbie affidavit of the countytreasurer or the treasureagent as to
the property as required under rules ttis department promul inability to secure service personatlyby certified mail, together
gates and under any contract entered into under those rules. with proof of publication of theotice, shall be deemed completed

(3) ApmiNisTRATION. Upon the cancellation of all opmrtion  Serviceof the notice of application for tax deed.
of real property taxes under suyB), the county treasurer shall (4) Before the tax deed is issued, proof of service, or the
executeand provide to the owner of the propeatgtatement iden returnedcertified mail receipt, or proof of publication of the notice
tifying the property for which taxes have been cancelled and shefllapplication for tax deed shall be filed with théaefr authorized
enteron the tax certificate the date upon which the taxes were chy law to issue the tax deed, and a copy of the proof of service,
celledand the amount of taxes cancelled. returnedcertified mail receipt, or proof of publication with evi

(4) CERTAIN CITIES AUTHORIZED. A city authorized to proceed denceof thecost of publication shall be retained by the county
unders. 74.87may act under this section with respectibpaid ~treasurer.A person subsequently redeeming a lot or tract of land,

real property taxes for which it has settled with other taxingjuri&r any part or interest therein, shall pay in addition to the amount
dictions. requiredto redeem the lot or tract, $1.50 for each pessmed

History: 1997 a. 27 with the notice arif notice is sent by certified mail, the cost of
sendingany notices byertified mail, plus the cost of publication
75.11 Compensation of printer . Theprinter who publishes of the notice. If there is no occupant of the lands as hereinbefore
the list and notice of the time when the redemption of land subjdefined,the county treasurer shall file arfiddvit to that efect
to a tax certificate will expirshallreceive compensation thereforwith the oficer authorized by law to issue the tax deed.
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(6) No tax deed shall be taken upon any notice of applicatioequirethe owner to keep the premises in a sightly conditior, con
thereforafter one year from the last date of service of such noti¢gbute to the cost of maintaining private roads, or to abate urdesir
(7) This section shall supersede all provisions of, lewlud ableconditions. During the period that the county is the owher

ing the provisions of any city chartevhich are in conflict with landsso acquired it shall not be required to expend any money to
it. keep the premises in sanitary or sighubnditionor to contribute

History: 1979 c. 1451981 c. 2101987 a. 3781995 a. 225 to the cost of maintainingrivate roads or to abate nuisances or

Due process requires that every owner of recoriéerest, including mineral undesirableconditions, but its successors in title shall be subject
interestunder 706.057, be provideditten notice of application for tax deed@4  theretoand to covenants and restrictions as provided in this sec
Aty. Gen. 59 tion. Any rights the former owner had to enforce the restrictions
andcovenants to which thisubsection is applicable against the
grantorand other parties owning property subject to seskric
tions and covenants, exceforfeitures, right of reentryor

75.13 Filing affidavit. If a proper dfdavit of service of notice
of application for tax deed or a proper proof of nonoccupancy
dueform, as provided in §5.12 has heretofore been filed with .o oo shall likewise survive to the county as grantee in said tax
the countyclerk, the fact that suchfafavit of service of notice or ;

- .~ deedand to successors and assigns.
affidavit of nonoccupancy or such proof hast been otherwise History: 1987 a. 378
filed shall not be alleged or raised in any action or proceedingncometax lien is extinguished by tax deed under 75.14 or by judgment under
attackingor questioning the title of the countyits successors in 75.521.62 Atty. Gen. 234.
interestin the land which was the subject of the notice or proof.

History: 1979 c. 891987 a. 378 75.143 Defer taking of tax deed. (1) In this section:

(@) “Dwelling” means any building that contains one or 2

75.14 Deeds, execution of; rights under;  evidence.  dwelling units and any land included with that building in the
(1) If any landsubject to a tax certificate shall not be redeemegmeentry on the tax roll.

the county clerk shall, after the expiration of the tiprescribed

andof the countyas such dicer thereof, under the cleskhand s1jon of all others.

andthe seal of the countfo the county and its assigns, a deed (2352) The council of any city authorized to proceed under s.

87may byordinance direct its treasurer to defer the taking of
X deeds by the city on dwellings. The ordinance shall designate
the period of time that the taking of a tax deed shall be deferred
after the one—year period provided by lawhe deferral period
may notexceed 2 years. The deferral shall apply to those-delin
(guenttaxes and assessments incurred while the dwelliag
wnedand occupied by the persarho owns and occupies the

uilding at the beginning of the deferrpériod. If the owner

the land so remaining unredeemed, and shall acknowledge
samewhich shall vest in the county an absolute estate in fee sim
in such land subjecthowever to recorded restrictions and
redemptionas provided in this chapteand such deed duly wit
nessedand acknowledged shall be presumptwidence of the
regularityof all the proceedings, from the valuation of the lapd
the assessor up to andcluding the execution of the deed, an
may be recorded with the likefett as other conveyances of Iandb

lk\)lo dee<|j [Fay bedissugad under ti}i?hsegtiorc; tmgilcounty board, 045640 occupy the dwelling during the deferral period, the city
y resolution, orders issuance 9 € deed. treasureshall take aax deed on the dwelling as soon as practica
(2) Thecounty clerk shall not issue a desfany parcel of land ple. A city adopting an ordinance under this section may require

until by carefully comparing the advertised list of the same fgfe dwelling owner to submit proof that the owner is eligible for
redemption with the tax certificate, the clerk shall find that the deferral under this section.

descriptionof such parcel of land so to be conveyed has been cotyistory: 1981 c. 3221987 a. 378

rectly and fully published, in such advertised list of redemptions;

andif upon such examination the county clerk shall find any errg6.144 Rights of persons claiming adverse posses -

or omission in any such advertised description the clerk shall erggm. (1) TITLES SUBJECTTO CLAIM OF OWNERSHIPBY ADVERSE
oppositethe description of said land in the tax certificate a stateossessioN. Subject to subg2) to (4), titles that are obtained
mentof the fact of such error or omission. If the description of saishderthis chapter are subject to claims of ownership by adverse
landin the tax certificate is in errathe county board shall causepossession under 893.25

such certificate to be canceleds it relates to that parcel, and (2) CLAIMS OF OWNERSHIPBY ADVERSE POSSESSIONBARRED.
directthe countytreasurer to correct the description thereof, using) If a county obtains a survef property complying with par
the procedure under 84.61, and include the parcel in the tax-cer(b) and mails notice concerning the property complying with par
tificate next issued under 84.57. If the error or omission is in (c) and if noaction concerning the property is commenced under
only the advertised list of redemptions, the county treasurer sk@}b_(g) on or before the date set forth in the notirgy claim to

correctand readvertise the same for redemption in the next suglinershipof the property by adverse possession und@9325
publication and the period of redemption shall be extendggd parred.

therebyan additional year _ _ ) ~ (b) The survey under pdga) shall show all of the following:
(4) Whenevera dgeq in the chain of title sha]l contain valid 1 The size and location of the property

andenforceable restrictions and covenants running withetin > Th terior boundari £ th "

ashereinafter defined and limited, said restrictions @mknants - 'he exteror boundaries ot the property i

shall survive and be enforceable after the issuance of detest 3. The locations of any visible structures anddfmeensions

to the same extent that they would be enforceable against a voRi&nY Principal buildings on the property

tary grantee of the owner of the title immediately prior to the deliv 4. Any boundaryfences, apparent easements, roadways and

ery of the tax deed. This subsection shall apply to the usual-estrigible encroachments on the property

tions and covenants limiting the use of propertie type, (c) The treasurer of the county seeking to trartitferto prop

characterand location of building, covenants against nuisancesty under this chapter shall mail the notice under(paratleast

andwhat the former parties deemed to be undesirable conditioBsyeeks before the date that title to the property will be transferred,

in, upon and about the propertpvenants to contribute to the costo the last-known address of eamhiner of an interest in other real

of maintaining private roads, and other similar restrictions apdopertythat has a common boundary witfe property The trea

covenantsbut this subsection shall not protect covenareating surer shall attach a lisbntaining the legal description of the prop

anydebt or lien against or upon the propedythat willrequire erty to the notice. The notice shall appear in at least 10—point bold

the owner to expend mondygr any purpose, except such as magacetype or its equivalent and shall read as follows:
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NOTICE REGARDING TRANSFER factis, that the following described piece (or pieces) or parcel (or
OF ADJACENT PROPERY parcels)of land lying and being situated in the county of ...., to wit:
TAKE NOTICE THAT ANY PERSON THA HAS OR (Heredescribe théands) was (or were) included in the tax certifi
CLAIMS TO HAVE A RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN ANY cateissued to the county of .... on August 15, .... (yéarjhe non
REAL PROPERY THAT IS DESCRIBED IN THE paymentof real property taxes, special assessments, special
ATTACHED LIST IS HEREBY NOTIFIED THA .... (name of chargesor special taxes, in the amount of ... dollars and .... cents,
the county) WILL TRANSFER TITLE D THE REALPROR in the whole, which sum was the amount assessed anandue

ERTY DESCRIBED IN THE ATACHED LIST ON.... (date of Unpaidon said tract (or several tracts) of land, and whereas it fur
transferof title). ther appears, as the fact is, that the owner (or ownectiorant

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT YOU ARE RECEIVING  (Or claimants) of said land has (or have) resleemed from said _
THIS NOTICE BECAUSE YOU HAE AN INTEREST IN Ccertificatethe lands which were included as aforesaid, and said
REAL PROPERY THAT BORDERS ON A PIECE OF REAL lands continue to remain unredeemed, _whereby fskaslcr_lbed
PROPERTYDESCRIBED IN THE ATACHED LIST. THE 'andshave become forfeited and the said county is entitled to a
TREASUREROF .... (name of the county) HAS A COPY OF AConveyancahereof:

SURVEY OF ALL REAL PROPERY THAT IS DESCRIBED Now, therefore know all by these presents that the county of
IN THE ATTACHED LIST. THE SUR/EY SHOWS THE SIZE ----»in said state, and the state ofs@6nsin, in conformity to law
AND LOCATION OF THE REALPROPERY, ITS EXTERIOR havegiven and hereby do give, grant and convey the tract (er sev
BOUNDARIES, THE LOCATION OF ANY VISIBLE STRUG-  eraltracts) of land above described, together with the heredita
TURES ON THE PROPERY, THE DIMENSIONS OF ANY mentsand appurtenances, the said county of .... and its assigns,
PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS ON THE PROPERY AND ANY to their sole use and benefit forever

BOUNDARY FENCES,APPARENT EASEMENTS, ROAD In testimonywhereof, |, ...., the clerk of the county of ...., have
WAYS AND VISIBLE ENCROACHMENTS. YOU MAY executed this deed pursuant to and in virtue of the authority in me
WISH TO LOOK AT THE SUR/EY TO MAKE SURE THAT  vestedby the statutes of the state ofsabnsin, and for and on
YOU DO NOT CLAIM ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN behalfof said state and the county of .... aforesaid, and have here
THE REAL PROPERY. IF YOU BELIEVE THAT THE SUR  untosubscribed my namefafially and afixed the seal of the said

VEY SHOWS THA SOME OF THE REAL PROPERY TO BE ....(nameit), at .... in said county of ...., this .... day of ...., .... (year)
TRANSFERRED BELONGS TO YOU, YOU HA/E THE [L. S]
RIGHT TO ATTEMPT TO PROVE THA THE REAL PROP A. B.

ERTY BELONGS TO YOU UNDER THE WISCONSIN L&V
AND YOU MAY WISH TO CONSUILT AN ATTORNEY.

(3) ASSERTINGCLAIM OF OWNERSHIPBY ADVERSE POSSESSION.
(a) Except as provided in péb), any person claiming ownership
by adverse possession unde833.250f property whose title will
be or has been transferred undleis chapter may commence an History: 1975 c. 94.91 (8] 1987 a. 3781997 a. 250

actionto establish title as _prowded |n&93.25 75.19 Foreclosure of certificate. A county holding a tax
(b) Any person claiming ownership by adverse possessiggyificate,instead of taking a tax deed, may foreclose the certifi
unders.893.250f propertyfor which a survey has been obtainedaepy action as in a case ofrrtgage on real estate at any time
and noticemailed in compliance with sut?) may commence an after3 years from the date of the certificate, except that when costs
actionto establish title as provided in803.25 butthe action is _incurredby any city or village for razing, removing and restora
barredif not commenced on or before the date of transfer of tijg)y of the siteto a dust-free and erosion—free condition are
thatis set forth in the notice. includedin the amount due for taxes, the period of redemption
(4) REIMBURSEMENTS UPON ESTABLISHING TITLE BY ADVERSE  shallbe one year from the date of the certificate. The county may
POSSESSION.Any person who establishes title by adverse pess&s any case involving theght of redemption or interest of any
sionas provided in s393.25to property whose title would have minor or person adjudged mentally incompetent, after a tax deed
beenor wastransferred under this chapter shall reimburse.tm@lsbeen issued under this chapfereclose the right of redemp
countyfor the actual costs of any survey of the property obtain@gn or interest of the minor or person adjudged mentally incompe
undersub.(2) and shall reimburse any former title holdersdioy  tent. In such an action the minor or person adjudged mentally
amountof real estate taxes paid by the title holders on the propefigompetentmust appear by guardian ad litem, and the general
for any part of the 5 years precedihg date of entry of the judg guardianif the person has one, shall be joined as a party defen
mentthat establishes title by adverse possession. dant. All the laws and rules of practice relating to the foreclosure
History: 1985 a. 2471987 a. 378 of mortgages, as to the persons necessary and proper to be made
) . . parties pleading.evidence, the judgment of foreclosure and sale,
75.145 Correction of description by action. Any tax tnhe right of thecountyto be subrogated to the benefits of all liens
deedissued by a county containing an incomplete, indefinite ghonthe premises necessarily satisfied by the county in order to
incorrectreal estate description, and which description followgaye the lien of theertificate the right of the defendants or any
thatset forth inthe tax certificate upon which such tax deed issuegk them to redeem the premises at any time before sale and costs
may be corrected in an action brought in the circuit court in thg,g disbursements, including the necessary expenses for an
samemanner as actions for theformation of instruments. Suchgpstracif title, shall, so far as they are applicable, prevail in such
deedso corrected shall be valid as of the date of the first issugctions. When costs are allowed to the coutttg costs, exclusive
History: 1987 a. 378 of disbursements, shall be discretionary with the court but shall
not exceed the amount of the certificates at issue in the action, and
75.16 Deed, by whom executed; form. Al deeds of lands 6 costs when allowed shall be additional lien upon the prep

givenunder s75.14shall be executed by the county clerk in thgy jescribed in the certificates. The defendant, rimegll cases
nameof the state of éconsinand of the county as the grantorsyithin the time limited by law for answering the complaint, exe

thereln,apd shall be substantially in the followingother equiva . te and deliverto the county a quitclaim deed of the lands

lent form: _ describedn the complaintconveying all the right, title and inter

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: estof the defendant at the time of the commencement of the suit
Whereas,..., treasurer of the county of ...., has deposited in tbemay within such time, either after having delivered the deed or

office of the county clerk of the county of ...., in the state &-W without delivery answer disclaiming any title to the landgjires

consin,a tax certificate of said countywhereby it appears, as thetion at the time of the commencement of the suit, in eitheshafh

(Here give diicial designation.)
Done in presence of
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caseshe county shall not recover costs against any defendant velamceled. But no certificateor conveyance shall be deemed
quitclaimsor who shall establish the disclaimer at the trial. ThHavalid within the meaning of this section by reason of isuistake
salein such actions shall be conducted, certificates nzadk or irregularity in anyof the tax proceedings notfating the
filed, the report made and confirmed and a deed executed agrdundworkof the tax; nor shall any county be liable to pay or
deliveredin the same manner and with #ame déct as in actions refundany moneys by reason of any such mistake or irregularity
for foreclosure of mortgages. History: 1987 a. 378

History: 1977 c. 83174, 203 272 1981 c. 3221987 a. 3781989 a. 347

75.23 Canceled deeds, certificates of county clerk.

75.195 Extended time for beginning tax foreclosure.  Whenevetthe county boardhall order the cancellation of any tax
(1) In this section: deed,the county clerk shall furnish to the owner of the lands

(@) “Dwelling” means any building that contains one or lescribedn such deed, upon requéiserefor a certificate in writ

dwelling units and any land included with that building in théd, executed under thelerk's hand and ditial seal, stating the
sameentry on the tax roll. fact of such cancellation, the date thereof, description of the

(b) “Dwelling unit’ means astructure or that part of a structuréandsas to which such deed is canceled, the date of such deed, the

usedas a home, residence or sleeping place by one person ogg) of the issuance of the tax certificaggon which such deed is

2 or more persons maintaining a common household, to the exdg°e@nd the reason for such cancellation. Such certificate may
sionof all (F))thers 9 ' e recorded in the @ite of the register of deeds of tieeunty

. . . wherethe lands therein described are located, and semird

(2) The council of any city authorized to proceed under g pe prima facie evidence of the facts therein statetiof the
74.87may by ordinance direct its treasuredeger the foreclosure ..o caljationof the tax deed thereimentioned as to the lands
of tax certificates held by the city on dwellings. Tdrdinance thereindescribed
shalldesignate the period of time that the foreclosure ofe:aixi- History: 1987 a. 378
cates shall be deferred after the period provided hy Tée defer
ral period may noexceed 2 years. The deferral shall apply t95 24 Limitation, claims under illegal deed or certifi -
thosedelinquent taxes and assessments incuvrekt the dwell  cate - Every action brought or claim presented against any county
ing was owned and occupied by the person who owns and ocfg# the recovery ofiny sum of money on account of any defective
piesthe building at the beginning of the deferral period. If thg, yoid tax certificate or tax deed made or issbgdany such
ownerceases to occupy the dwelling during the deferral peric untyshall be commenced or presented dutfiiegife of such tax
the city treasurer.shall forecI(_)se thg tax certlflg:ate on the dwel!”ﬁgrtificateson which such deed wissued in accordance with the
assoon as practicable. A cigdopting an ordinance under thigimitations as provided in /5.2Q and whenevean action relat
sectionmay require the dwelling owner to submit proof that thgyy to the validity of a tax certificate or tax desfuall have been
owneris eligible for a deferral under this section. commencedvithin the time above limited aral final judgment

History: 1981 c. 3221987 a. 378 shallnot be rendered in such action until after the expiratidheof
time so limited, in such case an action may be commenced or

75.20 Limitations  on certificates and issue of deeds; claim presented on account of such certificate or deed within one
life of tax certificate liens. (1) TAX CERTIFICATES;WHEN VOID. yearafter final judgment declaring the same void
Tax certificates shall be void aftel years followingDecember ~ ;. 1987 & 378 '

31 of the year in which such certificates were dated.

(2) COUNTY TREASURERTO CANCEL ALL OUTLAWED TAXES. NO  75.25 Lien of reassessed tax. (1) If the county board, on
deedshall be issued or action commencedaoy tax certificate making an order directing the refunding of moneyacoouniof
whatever after it shall have become void by virtu¢hefstatute the invalidity of anytax certificate or tax deed, shall be satisfied
of limitations provided in this section. The interest in the land rethatthe lands described such certificate or deed were justly-tax
resented by such certificate shall terminate upon the last date ugioke for such tax or some portion thereof, it shall fix the amount
which a deed could have been issued thereon, or an action caflguch tax justly chgeable thereon on each parcel thereof, and
havebeen commenced thereomd summons and complaint wasdirect the same to be assessed in the aggessment of county
servedand filed prior to such daté&’he county treasurer shall ean taxes, with interest thereon at the same rate that would have
celall tax certificates which haugecome void by limitation and appliedhad the tax been collectééfore the tax certificate was
shallmake an entrin the treasures record of unredeemed prop issued,or theland been redeemed from the time when such tax
erty subject to a tax certificate evidencing such cancellation. wasdue and payable to the end of the tax levy year in which such

(3) CERTIFICATION OF CANCELLATION TO LOCAL TREASURER. taxwill be placed on the tax roll as a reassessment; arubtimty
Whenevetthe county treasurer shall cancel a tax certificate whielerk, in the clerks next apportionment of county taxes, shall
hasbecome void by virtue of arstatutes of limitation the county chargethe same as a special tax to the town, city or village in
treasurershall within 30 days thereafter in writing certifuch = which such lands are situated, specifying the particular tract of
cancellatiorto the proper town, city or village treasurer who shaland upon which the same are to be assessed and the amount
makeentry thereofn his or her records. Such cancellation neeghargeabléo each parcel and the year when the original tax was
notbe so certified itases where the county has settled in full withssessedind certify thesame to the clerk of the proper town, city
the town, city or village. or village; and the clerk receiving such certificate shall enter the

(4) STAY BY INJUNCTION NOT PART OF LIMITATION. Whenthe ~Sameon the tax roll accordinglyThe lien of any tax reassessed
issuingof a deed on a tax certificate or certificates or the-coriSProvided in this section shall attach to the land as of the date
mencemenof an action thereon shall be staysdnjunction, the When such tax as originally levied becamiea and shall con
time of the continuance of such injunction shall not be a part of tiaueand constitute the lien of any tax certificate issued upon such
time hereinabove limited in this section as the lif@aéx certifi 1andsfor such reassessed tax. Such lien shall be superior to the

cate. lien of any tax certificate issued upon such land dated after the date
History: 1975 c. 1981981 c. 39,252 1983 a. 1891987 a. 378 of the lien of such reassessed tax but prior to the date of thetax cer
tificate issued upon such land for such reassessed tax.
75.22 Validity; immaterial errors. If after the issuance af (2) Whenevetthe county board cancels a defective or void tax

tax certificate or conveyance tite county of any lands subject tocertificateor tax deed and such lands cannot be justly taxed for the
ataxcertificate and within the time hereinafter prescribed it shalem in question, the county cleshall chage the respective town,

be discovered that the certificate was invalid, the county boacdy or village wherein such lands are situated in the clewxt
shallmake an ordebriefly stating the reason therefdirecting apportionmenbf county taxes with the amount of the refund, if
thatthe certificate, as it applies to thefedted lands, or deed beany, occasioned by thawvalidity of such tax certificate or tax
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deed. That chage shallbe in the amount of the tax without inrter shall be served in theame manner as a summons in a court of
est. recordor by registered mail, addressedthe owner of record.
History: 1987 a. 378 Proofof service of the notice shall be filed in théaaf of theclerk
o . o of the county in which the lands are situated.
75.26 Limitation. (1) (a) No action may be maintained by () |f the post—dice address dhe owner of record of the orig

the grantee or anyone claiming under the grantee to recover fhg iitie is unknown, the tax deed grantee, or the assigns of the tax
possessiof any land or anjnterest in land which has been eon edgranteemay file in the dice of the county clerk of the

veyedby deed for the nonpayment of taxes unless one of the %guntyin which thelands are situated arfidfvit that he, she or
lowing conditions is met: . they are unable, with due diligence, to malersonal service of
1. The action is brought within 3 years next after the date @fe notice or to ascertain the postficé address of théormer

the execution of the deed. owner. Upon filing theaffidavit, the tax deed grantee, or the

2. The land demanded ishen conveyed, vacant and uncccuassignof the tax deed grantee, may publish the notice as a class
pied and remains so, unless the action is brought within 3 ye8raotice, under cH85, in the county where the land described in
nextafter the date of the recording of the deed. the tax deed is located. Prawfpublication of the notice shall be

3. The grantee or those claiming under the grantee have bBledl in the ofice of the county clerk.
in actual, nottonstructive, possession of the land demanded for (3) (a) If the noticedescribedn sub.(2) is served and filed,
3 successive years during the 5 years next after the recardingr if the notice is published and proof of publication is filed, 30
the deed. daysor more before the expiration of 3 years from the date of

(b) Notwithstanding pata), if the former owner takes posses recordingthe tax deed, the limitation provided by'S.27applies.
sionof any land conveyed by deed for the nonpayment of taxedfdihe notice is not so served and filed, or if the notice is not pub
anytime within the3 months after the expiration of 3 years frontishedand proof of publication is not filed, the limitation under s.
the date of the execution of the deed, the grantee in the tax déd27is extended until the expiration of 30 days after the day on
or those claiming under the grantee may bring and maintain \&hich the notice is served and filed published and proof filed.
actionto recover possession of the land at any time within the 3(b) In any action brought by the original owner to set aside a
monthsafter the expiration of 3 years from the date of the exeaiax deed after the service or publication and filing of the notice
tion of the deed. describedn sub.(2), the original ownelin casehe original owner

(2) Tax peepvoibeD. If the original owneror anyone claim  prevails,shall as a condition pf_relief pay the tax deed c[aimant
ing under the original owngof lands that have been conveyed b{hesum of $5 for each description and the costs of serving er pub
deedfor the nonpaymeruf taxes, pays the taxes assessed agailighing the notice, in addition to all other costs and geanow
thelands continuously for the 5 years after the execution of the gRvidedfor by law The provisions of law regulating costs and
deed, without actual notice of the existence of the tax deed, theaBgrgeor the service of a summons in a court of record apply to
deedis void. andgovern the amount that may be dwat for the service qub

History: 1991 a. 3161997 a. 253 lication of the notice.
History: 1987 a. 3781991 a. 3161997 a. 253

75.27 Limitation on former owner . No action shall be . - )
maintainedby the former owner or any person claiming under thé>-285  Action; condition precedent. ~ No action orpro-
formerowner to recover the possession of any land or any interé@gdingshall be maintained by the former owner or any person
thereinwhich shall have been conveyed by deed for the nenp&@aiming under the former ownebased upon the invalidity of any
mentof taxes or to avoid such deed against any person claimify certificate or tax deed due to the failure of the county treasurer
undersuch deed unless such action shall be brought witpga@ t0 give notice under s74.59 unless there is deposited with the
nextafter the recording of such deed. Whenever any such actidgrk of circuit court, at the time the action is commenced under
shall be commenced upon any tax deed heretofore or hereaftét01.02 an amount of money equal to either the full amount of
issuedafter the expiration of 3 years from the date of the recordifd delinquent taxes currently outstanding against the pafcel
of such deed, such deed, if executed substantialheiform pre Propertywhich is the subject of the action, plus interest and pen
scribedby law for the execution of tax deeds, shall be conclusifdy under s74.47 or if the county has taken a tax deed, the full
evidenceof the existence and legality of all proceedings from arginountpayable under 5.36 (3) (a)and(b). The deposited

including the assessment of the property for taxatiprto and fundsshall be held byhe clerk of circuit court and paid out as
including the execution of such deed. directedby the judgment in the action or proceeding.
History: 1991 a. 316 History: 1981 c. 3901987 a. 378

75.28 Application ofall limitations. (1) The limitation for /.29 Actions of ejectment, when barred. (1) Subject to
bringing actions under §5.27or any other limitation in favor of sub.(2), no action to quiet title, to remove a cloud on title; to-can
atax deed or a tax certificate, except in casactual possession C€l, 1o annul or to set aside any tax deed; of ejectmetegpass,

foundedon a tax deed or asherwise provided in this section,Of waste or for other injury to land shall be brought as to lands pur
doesnot apply in the following cases: portingto be conveyed by a tax deed voidtsrface after the expi

(a) If the taxes for the nonpayment of which the land Wi{gﬂon of 3 years from th_e time of the recording of the deed.
includedin atax certificate and the tax deed executed were paid (2) Thelimitation period under sulfl) does not applynless
prior to the inclusion of the land in the tax certificate. eachof the following occurs: o o

(b) If the land was redeemed as provided by law (@) The original owner or those claiming under the original

. ownerhave failed to pay or redeem alltbE taxes levied on the

() If the land was exempt from taxation. landsfrom the time of the levy of the tax ftlie nonpayment of

(d) If a single tax deed only has been issued and the origi@fich the tax deed was issued to the time of the recording of the
ownerhas, before the issuance of the tax deed,gidtiaixes levied 5y deed. 9

against the land for the 3 years after the year for which the land wa : o
returneddelinquent and sold. fb) The grantee in the tax deed or those claiming under the

granteein the tax deed have paid or redeemed all of the taxes lev

(2) (a) The tax deed grantee or the assigns of the tax dgggd on the lands for the 3 years after the recording of the tax deed.
granteemay at any time after the tax deed is issued and recordedyistory: 1991 a. 3161997 a. 253

servea notice on the owner of record of the original title, stating

thathe, she or they hold a tax deed on the lartdeobriginal owner 75.30 Action by original owner if deed is void, when
andgiving a description of the land so deeded and a referencébtored. No action may be brought by the original owner for the
the volume and page where the tax deed is recorded. The nago®veryof lands purporting to be conveyed for the nonpayment
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of taxes by a deed void on its face after the expiratidhyefars atesuch sums of money as may be necessary to carry out the provi

from the date ofhe recording of the tax deed, if the grantee in trgonsof this section.

afterthe recording of the tax deed and has actually and centiithority as provided in this section may sell and convey tax—

ously maintained possession of the lands to theaftide 5-year geededands tathe former owner or owners thereof and such con

periodfrom the recording of the deed. veyanceshall not operate to revive any tax certificate lien or any
History: 1997 a. 253 otherlien whatsoever which was cuf @nd rendered void by the

tax deed, foreclosure of tax certificate, deed in bédax deed,

75.31 “Possession” defined. What shall constitute pos . ;
sessiorof lands within the meaning of s&5.26t0 75.30and the actlomndrglm underﬁ7|5.5c.j210r otk;]er”means W?}'Chl.the c;;ounty
extent of such possession shall be governed by the rules p?ngre tile to such land, nor shall it revive the lien of any tax

; P : ; cértificate or tax dated subsequently to the date on which the
?ncélﬁﬁgf%uiﬁggﬂggnr? : Cvﬁﬂ\éﬁr?nesﬁﬁfnsgﬁf iom Ipgrson claifn countyacquired its title. The enactment istatute law of the pro

visionsof this paragraph shall not be deemed an expressionof leg
75.32 Taxation and sale of lands held by counties Real islative intent that the prior common laef this state was other

propertyupon which the county holds a tax certificate shall-coP{\"Sethan as .hereln provided. ) ) )
tinueliable to taxation, but when a tax deed shall be issued to thelf) If specialassessments, as defined %36 (1) levied on
county such property shall thereafter be exempt from taxati¢fe tax—deeded land have not been settled in full undet.289or

until the same is sold by tlwunty The county clerk shall annu otherwisepaid to the taxing jurisdiction th&gvied the special
ally, before February 1, furnish to the assessors of each town adgessmentthe taxing jurisdiction may purchase tag-deeded

of the lands in such town exempt under this section. Nothingl@nd by notifying the county of its intent to do so at any time within
this section shall be so construed as to apply to lands ownedamgyear after the period of redemption has expired but prior to the

minorsor persons adjudged mentally incompetent. dateupon which the tax—deeded land is sold to another person by
History: 1977 c. 2%.1647 (6) 1977 c. 83203 1987 a. 378 the county The amount for which the tax—-deeded land may be
_ purchasedhall be the sum of the following:
75.35 Sale of tax-deeded lands; purchase of adjacent 1. All expenses incurred by the county to obtain marketable

lands. (1) DerINITioN. In this section “tax—deeded lands” ijtle to the propertyexcept that the time of county emplo
meanslands which have been acquired by a couhtpugh officersma?/ ngt bfinclupded in those expenses.yThepcoﬁw?y may
enforcemenif the collection of delinquent taxes by td&ed, ggtaplisha reasonable estimate of the average cost to obtain mar
foreclosureof tax certificate, deed in lieu of tax deed, action in refht4petitle to property which it may use instead of determining
unders.75.521or other means. the actual costs for any parcel sold by the county

(2) POWEROFCOUNTY TO SELL TAX-DEEDEDLANDS. (@) Except 2. All amounts ofunpaid general property taxes, special

as prov!?e? 'n_sdz 5.39(;:1?y caoqnty Shﬁ‘" have the power trc]> tsell andssessmentspecial chages and special taxes levied against the
conveyits tax-deeded lands in such manner apoh such terms propertysold, including interest and penalties imposed usder

asthe county board may by ordinance or resolutietermine, . ; AR v
includingwithout restriction because of enumeration, sale by IaZéA?prewously paid to taxing jurisdictions by the county

contract,or by quitclaim or warranty deed with mortgage from 3. Any withdrawal tax due under7.84 (3) (b)

vendeeto secure any unpaid balance of the purchase price. Such4. Any unpaid speciaassessments or special ges that
mortgagemay be foreclosed in theame manner as any othemere not levied by the taxing jurisdiction purchasing the tax-
mortgage. The title to landsconveyed by land contract shalldeededand. The county shall pay any amounts receiveder
remainin the county until fully paid for and in the eventdaffault this subdivision to the taxing jurisdiction which levied the special
in suchpayment the county may foreclose the land contract wittssessmerdr special chaye.

costsand reasonable attorney fees. When $aruth contract runs  (3) PREFERENCETO FORMER OWNER TO REPURCHASE. The

to a person or private corporatidghe lands therein conveyed shalkounty board mayat its option, by ordinance provide that in the
be placed on the taroll and be subject to taxation the same ag|eof tax—deeded lands, the former owner who losbhreer title
thoughabsolute titiethereto was vested in the purchaser undgkyoyghdelinquent tax collection enforcement procedure, or his

suchland contract. Such purchaser shall be liable to pay all taxger heirs, may be given such preference in the right to purchase
againstsuch land and in the eventfefiure to make such paymentg

b chlands as such ordinance shall provide. Such ordinance may
the county may pay the same and add the sum so paid to E)H@videthat such sale be exempt from amgall provisions of s.
amountdue on the land contract.

. _ 75.69if the net proceeds from the sale to fbemer owner as
(c) Any conveyance by land contract or deed or satisfaction @éterminecunder s75.36 (3)will be suficient to pay all special
mortgageshall be executed by the county clerk under the clerlgssessmentnd special chges towhich the property is subject,
handand the seal of the county including interest imposed under7al.47, orif the county settles
(d) The county board may delegate its power to manage andull with the taxing jurisdiction for special assessments, as
selltax—deeded lands to a committee constitaeslich person  definedin s.75.36 (1) to which the property is subject. Such ordi
neland in such manner and compensated at such rate as the cqisiiige shall not apply to tax-deeded lands which haeen
boardmay by ordinance determine, provided that the compensgprovedfor or dedicated to a public use by the county subse
tion and mileage of county boandembers serving on such com quentto its acquisition thereof.
mittee shall be limited and restricted as provided iB%13(2), (4) PURCHASE OF ADJACENT LANDS. A county may purchase

or the county board may delegate the power of acquisition; @iy, jq adjacent to tax-deeded lands in cases where the county

f‘og;ﬁﬁnoizgf;'% %fés;r;?n%iﬁczhlzncisug{yagg tﬁirf;gﬂ ﬁg/cgog? farddetermines that suc_h purchase will improve the sa_lability of
may by ordinance determine. Such ordinance shall prescribe Fclgr?()j(s ?:flgﬁd IS:':lunths:(r:l(I:Ie(:Srgate access to streets or highways

policy to be followed in the acquisition, management saddof 9 ) o
tax-deededand and shall prescribe generally the powers and (7) LIABILITY PRECLUDED. Absent fraud, no county is liable for

dutiesof such committee, fi€ers, departments, employes andCtsor omissions associated with the sale of property under this
agents. The county board is authorized to engage licensed régFtion.

estatebrokers and salespersons to assist in selling suchdalds ~History: 1987 a. 27378 1989 a. 1041993 a. 1841995 a. 201

pay a commission for such service and to advertise such Sal%é ross—reference: See $59.52 (6)for power of county to direct counterk to

, - r contract for sale and conveyarmtdand owned by countyhether acquired
suchmanner as it deems propéthe county board may appropri by tax deed or otherwise.
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Ordinanceunder (3) allowed mortgagor to reacquire foreclosed property free gfean—upcosts, demolition costs and all other costs that are rea
?307"(%%‘3')6“' Bank of Commerce Waukesha Countd W (2d) 715, 279 NW () gnapleand necessary &ell the property except costs under subd.

2.

75.36 County acquisiton and sale of  property . 2. The amount of real estate agent or broker fees paid for sel
(1) DerNiTION.  In this section,‘special assessments” meanding the property
unpaidinstalments of speci@ssessments which were levied on 3. All amounts ofunpaid general property taxes, special
real property prior to the date that the county acquiredré¢a¢ assessmentspecial chayes and special taxes levied against the
property by taking of a tax deed under this chaptéBpecial propertysold, including interest and penalties imposed usder
assessmentsincludes amounts delinquent when the property4.47previously paid to taxing jurisdictions by the county
beqamesubjeg:t to a tax certificate, instalmgnts which became (b) From the net proceeds of the salléhe propertyas deter
delinquentduring thetime the property is subject to a tax certifi jyined under par(a), first pay any withdrawal tax due under s.
cateand all instalments payabédter the date the county takes &7.84(3) (b)and then pay to taxing jurisdictions all speaisgess
tax deed under this chapter'Special assessments” does NnOtyentsand special chges to which the property is subjentiud-
|ncludeunpa|damount$ of .sp.ec[al assessments deferred unde{r@ interest and any penalties imposed und@4si7. If the net
66.603 unless the taxing jurisdiction has acted undé&6s505 roceedsre not siicient to payall outstanding amounts due, the
). net proceeds shalbe prorated to each taxing jurisdiction based
(2) AcQuISITION OF PROPERTYBY COUNTY, EFFECTON LIABILI - uponthe ratio that the amount of all special assessments and spe
TIES. (@) If property is acquired by a county taking a tax deeghl chages due that taxing jurisdiction bears to the amouatl of
underthis chapterthe county is not required to pay any specigpecialassessments and special gearlevied against thgrop-
chargesor special assessments until the property is sold by @8y sold, includinginterest and any penalties imposed under s.
county. In the case of lands designated as forest croplands er maf47 Amounts payable under this paragraphll be paid to the
aged forest lands, the county is not required to pay any taxes ungging jurisdiction within 15 days after the last day of thenth
$.77.04 77.070r 77.87until the forest crop is cut. The liens in which sale proceeds become available to the county

thetax certificate and of all general property taxes, special assess(c) pjstribute any remaining net proceeds that are subject to
ments,special chagesand special taxes levied against the progp (4).

erty shall mege in thg counts title. . . (4) HomesTEAD PROCEEDS. If the former owner had used the
(b) If the county did not settle for unpaid special assessmepigpertysold as the former owristhomestead at any time during
or special chayes under 54.29 the county treasurer shall notifythe 5 years preceding the courstgicquisition of itnder this chap

all taxing jurisdictions that the county hasquired the property ter, the county shall distribute the remaindettuf sale proceeds
underthis chapter Each taxing jurisdiction shall certify to theyq that former owner

county treasurer the unpaid special assessments and SpecCigkiory: 1987 a. 37&s5.120, 122 1989 a. 1041997 a. 72224
chargego which the property is subject.

(c) If the countys title to the lands taken by tax deed i¥5.365 Agreements as to delinquent taxes. (1) Coun-
adjudgedo be void, the county shall reinstate any canceled taxsss MAY ENTER. Written agreements may be entenet and be
andany liens previously mged under pafa). operativebetween @ounty and any town, cityillage, metropoh

(2m) NoTice;PROCEEDS. Upon acquisition of a tax deed undefan sewerage district or area, drainatigirict, or any other teri
this chapter if sub(4) applies, the county treasurer shall notify théry, area or district for the benefit of which any taxes may be lev
formerowner by registered mail or certified mail sent to the foried, therein, upon prior authorizati@nd approval thereof by the
merowners mailing address on the tail, that the former owner governing bodies theregfrovidingfor the disposition of liabi
may be entitledto a share of the proceeds of a future sale. If tf§gs of the county to such municipality upon or arising out of the
formerowner does not request, in writing, payment within 60 daygturnto said county of delinquent taxes; the disposition ofésx
afterreceipt ofthat notice, the former owner forfeits all claim tdificatesof which the county may be the holderowner; the lia
thoseproceeds.If the former owner timely requests payment, thiilities of the county arising by virtue of its acquiring such tax cer
countyshall send to the former owner the proceeds identified ificates,andthe disposition of such liabilities; the taking of tax
sub. (3) (c) minus any delinquent taxes, interest and penaltif§edsby the county; the liabilities of the county arising out of the
owedby the former owner to the county in regaather property takingof such tax deeds and the disposition of such liabilities; the
andminus the greater of the following amounts: saleof the lands upon which such tax deeds atalsen, or both;

(a) Five hundred dollars plus 5086the amount obtained by andthe determination and dispositionafy and all liabilities of
subtracting$500 from the proceeds identified in s(®). (c). the county in respect to any of the foregoing.

(b) The actual costs of the sale as specified unde(@yfa) . (2) LIABILITY OF COUNTY LIMITED. Such agreements may
plus 2% of the sale price plus all amounts disbursed unde(:ﬁjb.mdUde provisions that the county upon acting pursuant to such
(b) and plus the amount of property taxes that would have b eemenand the provisions thereshall not be accountable or

; : 1able for any amount greater than that realized by it upon the sale
?&i%%%tyﬁgéoﬁcirgcﬁ:iﬁgg }[/r?: L?g;g‘r%y\’vhmh the sale occur o@said lands to which it takes tdeed thereunder or the amounts

setforth in said agreement, and that in acting pursuant to such
(3) DISTRIBUTION OFPROCEEDOFSALE. If a county sells prop

) - . reementhe county shall not incur dxe subjected to any liabil
erty that was acquired by taking of a tax deed under this chap{f 15 anyone except as therein set forth and that if such county

the county treasurer shall do all of the following: shouldby reason of acting thereunder incur or be subjected to any
(a) Determine the net proceeds from the sale of the propesfier or different liability to pay or account in respect to such
by subtracting from the sale price all of the following: delinquenttaxes, then sudiocal municipality will reimburse the
1. The following costs, including personnel costs associatedunty for such excess liability and indemnify it against any loss
with them: foreclosure costs, record—keeping costs, legal cosisdamage that the county may sustain by reason of gutiRg
advertisingcosts and title insurance costs. A county establish suantto such agreement; provided, that the,dityvn orvillage
areasonable estimate of the average aastier this subdivision enteringinto such agreement may make payment, settlement or
incurredwith respect to property sold after the taking of a tax deedmpromiseof special assessment bonds to preclude or relieve the
which it may use instead of determining the actual costs for aoguntyfrom being subjected to liability thereon.
parcelsold by the county (3) SALE UNDER AGREEMENT. In the event of such agreement
1m. The following actual costs, including personnel costsecounty may sell any of the land to which it takeesdeed pur
associatedvith them: maintenanceosts that are required for suant thereto, and that the title conveyed by the county upon such
compliancewith building codes or health orders, board—up costsaleshall be in fee simple and free and clear from all tax liens or
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claimsarising out of delinquent special assessments, delinquerudedin the complaint or those claiming under them or claim
generaltaxes, orboth, except delinquent special assessmenisg any interest therein.
delinquentor unpaid generdhxes, or both, returned to the county History: 1987 a. 378
after such sale by the countysuch agreememtay provide that
the county maysell any land, to which it has taken tax deed ther@5.41 Complaint. The complaint in such action shall contain:
under,at private or public sale. The county or the looahicipat  a description of all the lands the title to which is sought to be barred
ity in which the land is situated may purchase $aieti when sold by such action; a statement that the county clditiesto such
by the county pursuant to such agreement. landsunder a deed made by the county clerk andpy of such

(4) AppLicaBiLITY. This section shalbe controlling and deed;the name or names of the former ownmeowners of the sev
operativein respect to delinquetdixes authorized by the propereraltracts of land described therein or the names of the persons
governing body to be imposed against lands, whether heretofekgiming under such owner or owners, specifying fesons
or hereafter returned delinquent, and the provisions hereof skgdlimingeach separate parcel thereof; and the amount of all delin

be applicable to such taxes, excéipt it does not repeal any ofquenttaxes at the time the deed was issued.
the provisions of the general statutes ndeef the applicability  nistory: 1987 a. 378

thereofto situations not covered herein.

History: 1987 a. 378 75.42 Defense, answer. (1) The defendants in such action
may answer severallyor such of them as are jointly interested in
any separate parcel or parcels of land described in the complaint
Béay answer jointlyeither to the whole complaint or to any sepa

75.37 Waste on land subjectto a tax certificate. (1) It

shallbe unlawful for any person or corporation to cut, destroy
removeany logs, wood or timber or any buildings, fixtures an
other improvementsassessed as real property from any lan

includedin a taxcertificate for the nonpayment of taxes whilé’ ibed h laint artparts th  t0 which
suchtaxes remain unpaid; and if any person shall cut, destro cribedn such complaint or some partparts thereot to whic

removethe same from such lands during the time aforesaid i defendanor defendants so answering claim title or some-inter
county treasurer of the county in which sutemds are situated €Sttherein were not liable to taxation at the time tiefor the
shallissue a warrant under the treaslgdrand and seal to theNonpaymenof which the landvas included in a tax certificate and
sheriff, giving therein a description of such lands, the amount §pnveyedas specified in the complaint was levied; or that the tax
such taxes, with interest and clgms thereon then remainingfor the nonpayment of which said lands purport to have been
unpaidand the years for which the saare unpaid, commanding includedin a tax certificate was in fact paid before the land was
suchsherif forthwith to seize such logs, wood, timpbuildings, — includedin the certificate; or that the land was redeemegtas
fixtures and improvements, or materials salvaged therefrornjded by law; or that the deed, a copy of which is set forthen
whereverthe same may be found and to sell the same offia sufomplaint,was never executed by thdicér whosename is sub
cientamount thereof to satisfy such taxes, with the interedt scribedthereto;or that the lands described in the complaint or
chargeghereon and the costs of such seizure and sale. some part thereof were improved, occupied or cultivated as
(2) The sherif shall receivesuch warrant and execute thedescribedn s.75.12(1), and that no notice was served upon the
sameas therein directed, as in case of levy and sale on executiefendanior owner or occupangs required by §5.12 and no
and make return thereof with his or her doings thereoth&o otherdefense to such action shall be set up by any defendant or
countytreasurer within 60 days after the receiptief same and defendantsinless the defendant or defendants settithe same
pay over all money collected thereon to such treasurer shall,at the time of filing the answagleposit with the clerk of the
History: 1987 a. 378 court in which such action is pending, for the use of the county as
plaintiff in such action, the amount of alklinquent taxes, plus
interestand penaltydue on the parcel or parcels of land as to
which they defend, at the time the deed was issued, together with
ifferest thereon at the rate of 8% per year from the date of the tax
%értificateupon which such deed was issued; and shall state in the
: - e swerthe fact that sucteposit has been made, and the amount
;Jhn;naé%rg?;,g 2: 'Qg?hhm more than $500 or imprisoned not mo hereof,and'that such defendant is _ready to pay such'portion_ of the
History: 1987 a. 378 costs and disbursements in the action as shall be adjudged just and
reasonablein case theounty shall elect to receive such deposit
75.39 Action to bar former owner . A county as thegrantee andrelease to said defendant or defendants the parpelrcels
namedin any deed made by a county clesich conveys lands of land on accourdf which such deposit is made; and any defen
subjectto a tax certificate which hast been redeemed mat dantor defendants making the deposit arférchforesaid maget
any time within 3 years after thiate of such conveyance, comup in their answer any other mattefr defense which will avoid
mencean action againghe person or persons owning the landsuchdeed; but n@answer merely alleging the defendatriifle, or
describedn such conveyance at the time the lands were includgenyingthe countys title to the lands describadsuch complaint,
in the tax certificate upon which such conveyance was madepptiny part or parcel thereof, or which merely alleges that the deed
any parcel thereof or interest therein, or against any person-or perthe county is void shall be a icient answer; but every answer
sonsclaiming under such owner or owners, for the purpose of bahall state specifically the grounds on which the defendant or
ring such former owner or owners and those claiming under th@f@fendantsely for avoiding the deed of the county

OfH"’.‘“ right, title, interest or claim in such lands. (2) Thedefendantay in all cases within the time limited by
istory: 1987 a. 378 - - .

law for answering the complaint, execute and deliwe¢he county
75.40 Action, where and how brought.  Such action must @quitclaimdeed of the lands described in the complaint, convey
be brought in the circuit court of the county in which the lands 819 all the right, title and interest of such defendant at the time of
someparcel ofthem, the title of which is sought to be barred b{)eé commencement of the suit; oray within such time, either
suchaction, are situated. The courag plaintif in such action, afterhaving delivered such deed or without such deljvemgwer
may include in its complaint all the lands describeduch con disclaimingany title to the land in question at the time of the-com
veyance,or any separate parcel, or as many separate par¢agncemenof the suitin either of which cases the county shall not
thereofas it sees fit. The county shall make defendants of all pegcovercosts personally against any swi#fendant who quit
sonswho were the former owners of the several parcels of lanhimsas aforesaid or who shall establsich disclaimer upon

tecause of action stated therein, that the a¢tiereon was not
ommencedwithin the time limited by s75.39 that the lands

75.375 Waste on lands subject to a tax certificate; pen -
alty. Any person who shall wilfullymaliciously orwantonly
injure, destroy or commit waste upon any lands, tenements,
anythingappertaining thereto which has been included in a t
certificatefor the nonpayment of taxes whiech taxes remain
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thetrial of such action. In no case shall costs be tagealpersonal adjudgethat there be released to such defendant attdhatys
claim against any defendant for attorney fees in excess of $25ight, title or claim, at the time of the commencement of the action,
History: 1979 c. 10s.60 (13) 1987 a. 378 by virtue of any deed mader the nonpayment of taxes to the land
. . ) or interest as to which such judgment is rendered, and that the
75.43 Election to receive deposit; costs. ~ The county defendantecover the defendaattosts and disbursements in the
may, at any time within 20 days after receiving an answer showiggtion: and the moneyif any, deposited by such defendant upon
thata deposit has been made by any defendant or defendanigageringshall be applied in payment of such costs, and the sur
providedin s.75.42 give notice to suchefendant or defendantsp)ys of such deposit, if anghall be paid to the county
thatit elects to receive such deposit and thadlit at a time speei History: 1987 a. 378 ’ '
fied in such notice, apply to the cleok the circuit court, circuit
judgeor a court commissioner to adjust the costs and disburgg.50 Unknown owners. If the county as plaintifin such
mentswhich said defendant or defendaatsht to payand that actioncannot ascertain who are the proper persmnsake defen
uponthe payment of the costs and disbursements so adjudgeddetsas to anytract or parcel of land described in the complaint,
countywill release to such defendant or defendants all right, tittemay allege the fact in the complaint and they may be proceeded
and claim which it has to the parcel or parcels of land on accoughinstas nonresident defendants and shall be described in the
of which such deposit is made by virtue of any deed made for fheceedingss unknown owners.
nonpaymenbf taxes; and unless such costs are paid within 2QHistory: 1987 a. 378
daysafterthe same shall have been so adjusted the clerk of the
courtshall, upon presentation a afidavit showing the nonpay 75.52 Judgment a bar, when. No such action shall mm
mentthereof, enter judgmetierefor in favor of the county and mencedby any persominder the provisions of this chapter after
againstthe defendant, which shall be enforced as otheney ajudgment shall have been rendered against that persamyin
judgments. action foundedon such tax deed commenced by that person or
History: 1987 a. 378 thoseunder whom that person claims for the recovery of the pos
sessiorof the lands described in such deed or any part thereof, nor
75.44 Release. On the payment of the costs by such defendagfter a judgment shall have been rendered agéastperson in
or defendant®r the collection thereof the county shall execute gh action broughby the former owner to recover possession of the

releaseo said defendant or defendants of all sight, title, inter  |andsdescribed in such deed or any part thereof.
estor claim in said parcel or parcels of lands, duly acknowledgingistory: 1991 a. 316

the same, andleliver it to the said defendant or defendants; and

thereuporsaid action shall be discontinued as to the said parcel7&.521 Foreclosure of tax liens by action in rem.

parcelsof land so released. (1) DeriNnimions. Wherever used or referred to in this section,
History: 1987 a. 378 unlessa different meaning clearly appears from the context:

75.45 Deed as evidence. In any actiormaintained under the _. (@) “County” means one of the countiasthe state of Wcon-

provisionsof this chapter the production of a deed, a copy o © o . ) )

which is set forth in the complaint substantially in the form-pre (b) “Tax lien” means the lien or interest evidenced by any tax

scribedby law or a certified copy of the record thereof, shall bgertificate uporwhicha tax deed may be applied for as provided

presumptiveevidence of arabsolute title in fee simple in thePY law.

county,as the grantee therein named oraisigns in and to the  (c) “Treasurer” means the treasurer of a caunty

land therein described. (2) APPLICATION OF THIS SECTION. (a) Adoption of method.
History: 1987 a. 378 Notwithstandingthe provisions of any otheeneral, special or

local law relating toforeclosure of tax certificates, taking of tax

deedsupon tax certificatesand perfecting such tax deed title by

Barformerowner action or quiet title action, or conveyance from

formerowners of any interest in said lands, goeerning body of

75.46 Trial; defendant’ s interest. All issues of fact and of
law joined in any suclaction shall be tried by the court unless th
courtshall otherwise direct or unless a party to an isédct in
any suchaction shall demand a trial by juip which case such o,y cyntymay elect to enforce the collection of tax liens, the tak
issuesshall be tried by juras other issues of fact; and on the trig

of every such action every defendant shall be deemed to ha\ﬁ;?aOf tax fitle in the namef such county to tax delinquent lands
redeemablénterest in all the lands described in the cosntgm the perfectingf such tax title in the county in the cases where

A ‘ ; . ) ._this section applies by means of the methods provided for in this
plaintin respect to whiclany relief or judgment is sought againsketion. Suchelection shall be evidenced by an ordinance to such
suchdefendant, unless it be otherwise alleged therein.

Historv: 1987 a. 378 effectin substantially the following form:

v ’ “ORDINANCE ELECTING TO PROCEED UNDER
75.47 Separate trials. The trial of any issuef fact or of law SECTION 75.521 \i. Stats. IN RELAION TO
in such action joined withny defendant or defendants claiming THE ENFORCEMENT OF COLLECTION OFAX LIENS.
title to and defending as #my separate parcel or parcels of land The county board of supervisors of the county of .... do ordain
shallbe had separatejnd a separate judgment may be renderedfollows:
onsuch issue. Fromand after ....ere insert dates) the .... hereinsert name

. . of county) elects to adopt the provisions of section 75.8244.

75.48 Effect of judgment. If a judgment shall be renderedgsis for the purposef enforcing tax liens in such county in the

eitherfor want of an answer or upon the trial of an issue of law pgsagyhere the procedure provided by such section is applica
factin favor of the county and agairtste defendants claiming pq P P y PP

suchlands or against a defendant or defendants claiming any sep
rate parcel or parcels thereof, such judgment shall forever bar s S

defendantsnd all others claiming under them, after the filing o . " - ;
: . ; ot, thereafterproceed upon its tax certificates in cases wtiese
a noticeof the pendency of such action as provided by fevmn ctionis applicable in angf the other methods provided by ch.

. . . ? I . S
all right, title or interest in said lands or in such separate parcel g L .
parcelsthereof. '/‘%or its charter provisions but may do so at the treasungtion.

History: 1987 a. 378 (b) Rescission of election to operate under section 75.521.
Any county after at least one year from the adoption of such ordi
75.49 Judgment for defendant. If in any such action judg nancemay rescind such election by an ordinance to sifelatef
mentbe rendered ifavor of any defendant claiming any parcewhich ordinance shall be adopted in the same manner as the origi
or parcelsof said lands or interest therein, such judgment shalhl ordinance. Upon the adoption of a rescinding ordinance, the

pon the adoption of such ordinance, the provisions of this
ionshall be applicable to such county and the treasurer need
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provisionsof this section shall cease to be applicable to such 5. The names of all municipalities, otttean the foreclosing
county. county,having any right, title or interest in the land or in the tax

(c) Saving clause. Neither the election to adopt®.521nor liensor in the proceeds thereof.
the election to rescind the same shaliéef anyaction or proceed (b) Such list of tax liens shall be verified by thédatvit of the
ing for foreclosure of the tax lien commenced prior to such elexountytreasurer and shall be postedhe treasurés ofice. The
tion or rescission ansluch action or proceeding may be continuefiling of such list of tax liens in thefafe of the clerk of the circuit
in the same manner as though such election or rescission hactoatt shall constitute and have the sanfeafas the filing and
beenmade. recordingin the ofice of the register of deeds sfich county of

(d) Provisions of in rem method supersede. Whenever any aseparate and individual notice of the pendency of such proceed
countyshall have adoptetthis section and is using the procedur#g as to each parcel described in such list, and likewise, net with
hereinprovided, the provisions of this section shall, witkpect standingany other provision of lawshall constitute the com
to the particulatax liens being collected, supersede the provisiofisencemenbf a special proceeding by the county against each
of all general, special or lockws relating to the collection of tax parcelof real estate therewtescribed and have the samiedfas
liens by such county in conflict therewith, provided that nothinghe filing or recording of an individual and separate petition
containedin this subsection nor any use made of the proced@@mplaintby the county against each parcetesdl estate therein
providedin this section shall prevent the use of other procedurdgscribedto enforce the payment of the tax liens against such
providedfor in other sections of thetatutes in the collection of property.
othertax liens at the option of the county treasurer (c) A copy of the petition and sauch of the list of tax liens

(3) COMMENCEMENT OF PROCEEDINGTO FORECLOSETAX LIEN. ~ as shall include the description of a particular parcel shall be
(a) Whenever any land has been included in a tax certificate, thailedby registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, by
treasuremay file in the dice of the clerk of the circuit court of thecounty treasurer to the last—known posticefaddress of each
the county one or more lists of parcels of propertfeafed by ownerand mortgagee of record, the stateWisconsin in the
unpaidtax liensas shown on the tax certificates in the treagireinstancespecified in pa(am) 2, and to each municipalitpther
office. The treasurer may file the list when any of the followinthanthe foreclosing counthavingany right, title or interest in the
time periods elapses after the date of the tax certificate: landor in thetax liens or the proceeds thereof. Afidaivit of the

adust-free and erosion-free conditiomsts incurred by any city Stateof Wisconsin in the proparase and municipalities for whom
or village are included in the amount due for taxes. apost-ofice address has been ascertained, giving the addresses

2. One yearif the tax certificate is held by any city authorize@Ndstating that notice was mailed, giving the date of mailing, and
to proceed under §4.87or by any county thatas a population statingthat no present post-fidfe address was ascertainable for
of 500.000 or more. the other owners and mortgagees, shall be filed and constitute full

4. Two years, if none of the conditions specifirdsubds1. compliancewith this paragraph. .
(3m) EXTENDED TIME FORFORECLOSINGTAX LIENS. (@) In this

and2. applies. Sl{bsection‘
(am) The parcels shall be numbered consecutively in the Iis 1. “Dwelling” means any building that contains one or 2

preparecinder Sr?t@aéeiTnh; fist shall be 'g;/o‘gpo‘z‘z ég‘;g‘j%‘“ dwelling units and any land included with that building in the
""" sameentry on the tax roll.

(year)No. ....” and shall bear the following caption: ) i
«STATE oF WISCONSIN 2. “Dwelling unit’ means a structure or that part aftaucture
CIRCUIT COURT usedas a home, residence or sleeping place by one person or by
2 or more persons maintaining a common household, to the exclu
.. COUNTY sionof all others.
In the matter of the foreclosure of tax liens under section 75.521(b) The common council of any ciguthorized to proceed
WisconsinStatutes by .... Countyist of Tax Liens for ... (year), unders.74.87may by ordinance direct its treasurer to defer the
Number....". The list shall contain as to each parcel, the followgreclosureof tax liens on dwellings. The ordinance shall desig
Ing: natethe period of time that the foreclosure of tax liens shall be
1. A brief description sticient to identify each parcel deferredafter the one—year period provided under $8p(a)1.
affectedby such tax lien. The description shall state the lot, blogid2. The deferral period may not exceed 2 years. The deferral
andsection number of any parcel upon any tract, the plat or meiall apply to those delinquent taxasd assessments incurred
of which isfiled in the ofice of the register of deeds of suchwhile the dwelling was owned and occupied by the person who
county. If the lands be unplatted an engirisenetes andounds ownsand occupies the building at the beginning of the deferral
descriptionshall be a stitient description. period. If the owner ceases to occupy tielling during the
2. The name onames of the last owner or owners and mordeferralperiod, the city treasurehall foreclose the tax lien on the
gageeor mortgagees of the parcel as the ownership or mortgatyeelling as soon as practicable. A city adoptingoadinance
interestappears of record in thefiok of the register of deeds of underthis subsection may require the dwellimgner to submit
the county in whichthe parcel is situated, and the state afddh-  proof that the owner is eligible for a deferral under this subsection.
sin if it has a determined but unpaid death tax lien, a filed, nonout (4) DuTy oF THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT. Eachclerk of the
lawedincome or franchise tax warrant or a judgment entertfain circuit court with whom the list of tax liens is filed shall index it
judgmentand lien docketll in the county where the parcel is situ by year andist numberand alphabetically by the names of those
ated. setforthin the list, under sul§3) (am) 2, in a separate record kept
3. A statement of the amount of the principal sum of each tbot that purpose anthe clerk shall be entitled to a fee of $3 for
lien in the hands ofhe county treasuretogether with the date receiving,filing and indexing of each such list, in liefiany other
from which and the rate at which interest shall be computed faesto which he or she might otherwise be entitled for those ser
saidprincipal sum. vices. The circuit court of the county in which the delinquent list
4. A petition to the court for judgment vesting title to each df filed has jurisdiction of the proceeding authorized by this sec
saidparcels of landh the countyas of the date of entry of judg tion.
mentand barring any and all claims whatsoever of the former (5) RIGHTS OF PERSONSHAVING AN INTEREST IN PARCELS OF
owneror any person claiming through and under the former ownenb AFFECTEDBY TAX LIENS. Every person, including any munic
sincethe date of filing the list of tax liens in theioé of theclerk ipal taxing districtother than the countiiaving any right, title or
of the circuit court. interestin, or lien upon, any parcel described in such sty
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redeem suclparcelby paying all of the sums mentioned in sucleopy of such list of tax liens has been posted in tlieebf the

list of tax liens togethewith interest thereon and the reasonableountytreasureiof .... county and will remain posted for public
coststhat thecounty incurred to initiate the proceedings undeénspectionup to and including ...héreinsert date at least 8 weeks
sub.(3) plus the persor’share of the reasonable costs of publicérom the date of the first publication of this notice) which date is
tion under sub(6), or such portion thereof as is due for the interebereby fixed as the last day for redemption.

thereinor part thereof owned by such persanich amount shall TAKE FURTHERNOTICE That any person having or claimitgy

be determined by the county treasurer on application, before ¥gseany right, title or interest in or lien upon any such parce| may
expirationof the redemption period mentionediie notice pub  on or before said ...irgsert redemption final date), redeem such
lishedpursuant to sul{6), or may serve a verified answgpon  delinquenttax liens by paying to the county treasurer of .... county
the county treasurer of such counds provided in sulf7). The theamount of all such unpaid tax liens and in addition thereto, all
captionof such answer shall contain a reference to the numbeifgerestandpenalties which have accrued on said unpaid tax liens,
numbersof the parcels concerned as shown by the treaslistr  computedto and including the date of redemption, plus the rea
Suchanswer must be served on saglinty treasurer and filed in sonablecosts that the county incurreditdtiate the proceedings

the office of the clerk of the circuit couwithin 30 days after the plus the persors share of the reasonable costs of publication
datementioned in the notice published pursuant to@)bas the yndersub. (6).

lastday for redemption. In the event of the failure to redeem or County
answerby any person having the right to redeem or answer within

the time hereinlimited, such person, and all persons claiming By....
underand through that person, from and after the date dilithge County Treasurer

of said list of tax liens with the clerk of the circuit court, shall be (7) RIGHT OFPERSONHAVING AN INTERESTIN ORLIEN UPONPAR-
foreverbarred and forecloseaaf all his or her right, title and inter CELS DESCRIBEDIN LIST OF TAX LIENS, TO ANSWER PETITION. (&)
estin and to the parcel described in such list of tax liens and a juityery person having any right, title or interest in or lien upon any
ment in foreclosure may be taken as herein provided. Upgarceldescribedn such list of tax liens, may serve a duly verified
redemptionas permitted by this section, the person redeemiagswerupon the countyreasurer for such countsetting forth in
shallbe entitled to a certificate evidencing such redemption frodetail, the nature and amount of that persdnterest and object

the county treasurer of such coundiescribing the property in the ing to the proposed foreclosure upon one or more of the following
samemanner as it is described in such list of tax liens and the fgeoundsonly:

of such redemption shall be noted upon the tax rolls in fieof 1. That the lands in which such person is interested, described
of the county treasurewho shall file a certified copy of suchin such list of tax liens, were not liable to taxation, special assess
redemptioncertificate with the clerk of the circuit court and upomnent, special chaye or special tax at the time the tax, special
suchfiling, such clerk shall note the wot®edeemed” and the assessmenspecial chare or special tax for the nonpayment of
dateof such filing opposite the description of said parce$och which the tax lien arises, was levied.

list of tax liens. Such notation shall operate to cancel the notice 5 That the tax, special assessment, speciagetaspecial

of pendency of proceeding with respect to such parcel or such R, for the nonpayment of which said tax lien arises, was in fact
tion thereof. The person so redeeming shall be entitled to add $hy pefore the last day of the redemption period provideldiay
amountpaid in redemption to the faeenount of any lien which 3. That the tax lien is barred by the statute of limitations.

the person may have against said laadd to have interest thereon
until?paid. y g (b) No other defense to the petition of said county set forth in

suchtax list, shall be set up. Such answer must be filed in the
office of the clerk of the circuit court and served upon the county

treasureforthwith shall prepare a notice that such list of tax liefse2sureof such countyvithin 30 days after the date hereinabove
and petition has beeso filed and a copy thereof posted in thénentloned,as the last date for redemption.

office of said county treasurerThe treasurer shall cause such (8) DUTY OFTHE COURTTO ENTERJUDGMENTIN DEFAULT CASES.
notice, together with the list of tax liens and petition, to be-puhn the event of the failure to redeem or answeaity person hav

lishedas a class 3 notice, under 885 Such notice shall be in INg theright to redeem or answer as hereinabove provided, such
substantiallythe following form: personand all persons claiming under and through feason,

NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF PROCEEDING gf?.rgea;‘{h%ftggi‘% fdtﬁteecf?rfcthtecg“?tg ?‘;ghe list of tﬁ”t‘) "?“S in the
IN REM TO FORECLOSE A&X LIENS ! ireuit court of the coungall be forever

barredand foreclosed of all right, title and interest and equity of

(6) PuBLIC NOTICE OF IN REM PROCEEDING. Upon the filing of
suchlist in the ofice of the clerk of the circuitourt, the county

_ _ BY...COUNTY o redemptionin and to the parcel described in suchdisthe tax
(Hereinsert list of tax liens and petition as filed irficé of  liens,and upon filing of an &tlavit of such defaulor failure of
clerk of the circuit court.) redemptionby the countytreasurer of such countthe court in

TAKE NOTICE That all persons having etaimingto have any which such list of tax liens is filed, shall render final judgment
right, title or interest in or lien upon the rgabperty described in orderingand adjudging that the county is vested with an estate
thelist of tax liens, No. ...., ofile in the ofice of the clerk of the feesimple absolute in such lands, subject, howeweall unpaid
circuit court of .... countydated ...., and hereinabove set forth, ataxesand chages which are subsequent to the latest dated valid
herebynotified that the filing of such list déx liens in the dice  tax lien appearing on the list specified in sB) (b) and to
of the clerk of the circuit court of .... county constitutes the-comecordedrestrictionsas provided by §5.14 (4)and all persons,
mencemenby said .... county of a special proceeding in the circlibth natural and artificial, including the state ofisabnsin,
courtfor .... county to foreclose the tax liens therein described mfants,incompetents, absentees and nonresidents who may have
foreclosureproceeding in rem and thatnotice of the pendency hadany right, title, interest, claim, lien or equity of redempiion
of such proceeding against each piecgarcel of land therein suchlands,are forever barred and foreclosed of such right, title,
describedvas filed in the dice of the clerk of the circuit couon interest,claim, lien or equity of redemption. Such judgment shall
.... (insert date). Such proceeding is brought against the real prlopdeemed to be based the latest dated valid tax lien appearing
erty herein described only and is to foreclose the ltams on the list of tax liens.No personal judgment shall be entered
describedn such list. No personal judgment will be entered hereigainstany person having or claiming to have any right, title or
for such taxes, assessments or other legabekaor any part interestin or lien upon said lands. Such judgment shall have the
thereof. effectof the issuance of a tax deed or deeds and of judgmieat to

TAKE FURTHERNOTICE That all persons having or claiming toformerowners and quiet title thereon.
haveany right, title or interest in dien upon the real property  (9) FiLiING oF AFFiDAVIT. All affidavits of filing, publication,
describedn said list of tax liens are hereby notified that a certifiedosting, mailing or other acts requirday this section, shall be
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madeby the person performing such acts and shall be fildiein ~ (14) JubGMENT TOBE RECORDED. A certified copy of the judg
office of the clerk of the circuit court of the county in which thenent of the court in both default and contested cases shall be
propertysubject to such tax lien is situated and shall, together wittcordedby the prevailing party in the fafe of the register of
all other documents required in this section, filed in sufibeyf deedsof such county
constitute and become part of the judgment roll in such fereclo (14a) Damaces. Any person who was the owner of any right,
sureproceeding. title or interesin land which was lost by judgment of foreclosure
(10) CoNTESTEDISSUESAND TRIAL THEREOF. If & duly verified asprovided in this section may within 2 years from the date of
answeris served upon the county treasurer withim period men entry of such judgment, in the cases hereinafter mentioned other
tionedin sub.(7), the court shall hear and determine the issu#fsan fraud andavithin 6 years in the case of fraud, commence an
raisedby the petition and answer in the same mannemuaddr actionin the circuit court against the county to recover the fair
the same rules as it hears and determines civil actions, excepiasketvalue of the persos'interestherein at the date of entry of
in this section otherwisprovided. Upon such trial, proof thatsaidjudgment of foreclosure in rem. If the court determines that
such tax, special assessment, special ghaor special tax, suchpersors right, title and interest in said land was unjustly-fore
togetherwith any interest or penalty which may have been dwiosed and lost because said personierest in such lands was not
waspaid, or that the property was not subject to tax, special asssstjectto taxation, special assessment, specialgeharspecial
ment,specialchage or special tax, or that such tax lien is barref@x at the time of the levy of the taassessment or clgay; for non
by the statute of limitations, shall constitute a complete defenpaymentof which said lands were foreclosed, or that in fact such
Wheneveran answer is interposed as herein provided, there shiall, special assessment, special gbar special tax was paid by
bea severance of the proceeding as to any parcel or parcels of Eaidowner or that the tax lien upon which the judgment of fore
in which such answering defendant has any right, title or interesurein rem was based was barred by the statuliendghtions,
asalleged in his or her answemnd as to the other parcels in suchr if such person lost said propethyough fraud without fault on
list, the proceeding shall proceed as provided in &)b. his or her part, the coushall determine the fair market value of
(11) PREFERENCE OVER OTHER PROCEEDINGSAND AcTions. Saidland or of said persosinterest therein as hereinabmet

Any proceeding brought pursuant to this section shall be givEith. The fair market value shall not exceteé amount arrived

preferenceover all other causes and actions not on trial and AéPY dividing the assessed valuation of such lands in the year in
suchproceeding shall be referred. which such judgment in rem was entered by the percentage ratio

of real estate assessments prevaifiogthe taxing district in

: . hich the landswere located as set forth in the equalization for
countyneed not plead or prove the vari@isps, proceedings and" °
noticesfor the assessment and levy of the taxes, assessmen&tz}rﬁtg)xspuucrrﬁ)olztierii?ffi;[1h(sausc?maemy'cijin":etgo:;ﬁgfl\lvﬁ\r,]v?g?s%%%ble
otherlawful chages against the lands set forth in the list of taX! P fi ! % lai
liensand all such taxes, assessments or other lawfujetand attorneyfees to be fixed bghe court, and the plainftis costs and

: : jsbursementsf such action.The amount awarded the plaiftif
thelien thereof shall be presumed to be valid. A defendantall S
ing any jurisdictional defect or invalidity in the tax, speeistess allbe reduced by the total amount due, as of theadaatry of

; : : : hjudgment, for all current taxes and upon all tax certificates
ment,special chage or special tax, because of which said land wﬁgc ’ . i
- : : ! Id by the county on such date that the court shall find were valid.
not liable to taxation, special assessment or other lawfugehar € ;
mustparticularly specify in the defendam#inswer such jurisdic Upon payment of the judgment the county may gedback as a

h . e . : tax to any taxing district the amount whishch district received
gg?:r:éjgfect or invalidityand must dirmatively establish such from the county in payment of taxes and interest on said land

. . . ) eitherby distribution of proceeds of sale thereof by the coanty
(b) This section shall apply to and be valid arféafve with  h5ughother payment by theounty to the extent that it exceeds
respectto all defendants even though one or morénfients, ne amount distributable to such district had the same lizessd
incompetentsabsenteesr nonresidents of the state ofS86nsin, |,n0nthe payment of the taxes and interest found by the court to
providedthat a guardian ad litem shall be appointed to serve {L;)é properly payable at the time of teetry of the judgment of

all persons known or unknown who hawemay have an interest fqreclosureand applied imeduction of the amount awarded to the
in the lands described in any list and who are or beaminors or  p|aintiff hereunder

incompetentsit the date of filing such list. Such guardiariteth istory: 1977 ¢. 1741979 c. 3489 1983 a. 52192, 302,538 1987 a. 27378
may be appointed by the court without notiaad the fee for the 1989a. 330347 1991 a. 39316 1993a. 301490, 1995 a. 224225 417, 1997 a.

servicesof the guardian ad litem as fixed by the candll be paid 72250 o o
Partiallyvalid judgments under this section are not permissible. In Matter of Fore

by the county _ Closureof Tax Liens, 106 W (2d) 244, 316 NW (2d) 362 (1982).

(13) JUDGMENT, CONTENTS. (@) Where, as to any parcel in the Judgmentunder this section extinguishes all rights, titles and interests in fore
list of tax liens, an answer has been interposed by a party and® dproperty including claim based on adverse possession. Published notice was
courtshall determine in favor of such al't)‘l)u on sﬁchpans)tlner sufficient. Leciejewski vSedlak, 16 W (2d) 629, 342 NW (2d) 734 (1984).

o : p p . Therole of a guardian ad litem appointed under sub. (12) (b) is outlinadkésha
courtshall make a fingudgment divesting said parcel of the liercountyv. Tadych, 197 W (2d) 653, 541 NW (2d) 782 (Ct. App. 1995).

allegedto have accrued against same. Whena states constitution and statutes are silent as to the distribution of excess

(b) In the event that the court shall determine that the issHIBe munapaitytie municpaity may comeiiutonally ey the procesds o6 1ong.
raisedby the answer of theéefendant is without merit, a final judg asthere has been notice Gilent to meet due process requirements. Due process
mentto such dect shall be entered ordering and aciudging thaSesnotreaure i nolces e bt should e e be freclosed an propers
the county is vested with an estatefé® simple absolute in suchnw (2q) 909 (Ct. App. 1996).
landssubject, howeveto all unpaid taxes and clgas whichare  see note to 75.14, citing 62 Atigen. 234.
subsequentd the latest dated tax lien appearinglomlist speei
fied in sub.(3) (b) and to recorded restrictions as provided by §5.54 Reassessment of taxes by order of court. (1) In
75.14 and allpersons, both natural and artificial, including thall actions inany court of this state in which either party seeks to
stateof Wisconsin, infants, incompetent)sentees and nonresi avoid or set aside in whole or part any assessment, tax or tax pro
dentswho mayhave had any right, title, interest, claim, lien oceedingor reassessment, if the court is of the opinion, after hold
equity of redemption in such lands, are forever barred and foieg a hearing, that, for any reasofeafing the groundwork of the
closedof such right, title, interest, claim, lien or equity of redempax and all of the property in any taxatidistrict, the assessment,
tion. Such judgment shall be deemed to be basethe latest taxor taxproceeding should be set aside, the court shall immedi
datedtax lien appearing on the list tdx liens. Such judgment ately stay all proceedings in the action and in all other actions
shallhave the déct of the issuance of a tax deed or deeds andaifectingthe assessment, taktax proceeding in the taxation-dis
judgmentto bar former owners and quiet title thereon. trict until areassessment of the property in the taxation district can

(12) PRESUMPTIONSOFVALIDITY; GUARDIAN AD LITEM. (&) The
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bemade. The properfifers of the municipality constituting the suit. Otherwise, upon complyingith the order of the court, the
taxationdistrict or in whichthe district is located shall reassess theontestingparty or parties are entitled to judgment with costs.
propertyin the taxation district in thexanner specified in the stat  (b) No judgment rendered in any action under this section
utesand levy upon the reassessed proptetyamount of taxes for affectsthe validity of any tasagainst any person other than the par
theyear in question. Aeassessment under this subsection shgbs to the action or &cts property that is not described in the
bemade by the assessor of the taxation district or by the persondb@iplaintin the action.
courtappoints, and the assessment roll shalemitted to and 5) A stay of proceedings and reassessment in accordance
passedupon by the board of review in the manner and &fter i, ‘s (1) shall be ordered in all cases in which a tax that has
samenotice as that which is given in the castheforiginal assess peenreassessed by any courtywn or village board or common
ment. . _ ~ councilfor one or more years is adjudged uncolleciisleoid for

(2) (a) Uponcompletion of the review by the board of reviewany reason décting the groundwork of the tax sotasrequire a
undersub.(1), the clerk of the town, village or city which the reassessmeit order to determine the amount properly due. If the
reassessedistrict is situated shall extend upon the assessment felhssessetdx has been levied in tifent years it is not necessary
the taxes lawfully levied upon and apportioned to the property makeseparate assessment rolls for each. y&ae valuations
describedn the tax roll for the year in question. The tax roll anbr each year may be placed opposite the descripfitite prop
the tax extended on the tax roll under this section are a pubdiy on the assessment roll in columns headed thigHigures of
recordand are prima facievidence in any legal proceeding of althe yearso that the valuations for each year of reassessments are
of the following: distinct from the valuations for other years enteugmn the tax

1. The amount ofax justly chageable against the party seekroll. All of the provisions of this section apply to the making and

ing to set aside or avoid the origiredsessment, tax or tax pro completion of, and to objections and further proceedings in
ceedingand the amount of tax upon all lands respecting which trespectto, an assessment undkis subsection. An assessment
actionwas brought. underthis subsection shall be treated with respect to each year that

2. The amount of tax justly chgeable against every otherit purports to embrace as if it were a separate reassessment roll for
personand allother lands included in the tax roll for the year ithatyear
guestion. (59) Thevalue of property reassessed under this section shall
(b) The reassessment and tax roll as corraatel@r this sec be ﬁXed, as nearly as pOSSibIe, as of the day as of which the Origi
tion shall be completed and filed with thlerk of the taxation dis nal assessment was made, and the rules for determining the value
trict within 90 days fronthe date of entry of the order for reasses§f the property are those provided by law
mentunless the court upon motion and cause shown extends th€5r) This section applies to all actions.
time. (6) In any action under this section in which teeidence
(3) (a) Upon completion and filing of the taall under sub. enablesthe court to determine, with reasonable certaititg
(2), notice of the reassessment shall be giwgethe clerk of the amountof taxes that were justly clggableagainst the lands
taxationdistrict to the clerk of the court in which the act@ral  involvedin the action, the court, may proceed to judgment without
lengingthe tax is pending. The clerk of court shall give notice stayingproceedings or ordering a reassessnitittfinds that it
thereassessment to the attorneys for the parties to the actioniaridr the best interests afl parties to the action that it should do
to the attorneys in all other actions pending in which the validigp.

of the original assessment may be involved. History: 1991 a. 3161997 a. 253

; ; ; ; hereinitial assessment was unchallenged but annual percentage ingveeses
(b) If any party to an action SeEKmQ to set aside or avoid ed,“groundwork” of tax was unédcted under (1) State ex rel. Kaskin Board

original assessment, tax or tax proceeding desires to contest view 91 W (2d) 272, 282 NW (2d) 620 (Ct. App. 1979).

validity of a reassessment made under this section, that party st;?‘éjjll Jco&qrp may determine tafxes under either4.74, 1985 lstlats. [nc'):W 74‘%;] or
thi 1 + 1H .54. Judicial determination of taxes is not unconstitutional “ evy". onta) \"

within 20 days after notice of the completind filing of the reas | =2 0o = s neys T ake, 107 W (2d) 226, 319 NW (2d) 900 (Ct. App.

sessmenanq taxroll, file written objections to the reassessmentos?),af'd 111 W (2d) 215, 330 NW (2d) 21(1983).

or tax rollwith the clerk of the court where the action is pending Courterred in ordering area reassessment without holding hearing under sub. (1).

opposingparty within 5 days after filing. L . )

(c) Upon the filing and service of the written objections und r5'55 Application of section 75.54. Sectiof¥’5.54shall be
par.(b), the court may dired¢hat the issue raised by the objection onstrl_Jedo permit the reassessment, by or unblerirection or
be tried summarily by theourt, which shall make an order sus Lr']t,h(r)]”t)/‘)f gnfy city OL thep|ror?erty real andfp(;rsonal, therein,
taining or overruling the objections. If thebjections are sus which city, before and until the passage of these statutes, was
tained,the court shall do one of the following: authorlzedby_law to make its owrax sa_les, tax certlflc_:ates and

. . ax deeds by its own properfigers. And in and for and irespect

1. Hold the reassessment or tax roll to be invalid and or fevery suctcity and the propertyeal and personal, therein the
subsequenteassessments of tteex in the manner and form pro mayorand councilthereof, the assessors thereof, the city clerk
videdin this section. thereof,the board of equalizaticiimereof, and the city treasurer

2. Determine and fix the amount of tax to be paid by the paiyereofshall, as to anguch city and the wards therein, respec
or parties contesting the original assessment, tax or tax procagly exercise all the powers and perform all the duties and pro
ing, and, for that purpose, the court may proceed to take any fegedin the manner hereinbefore provided in respect to towns, vil
therevidence that is necessary to determine the tax. lagesand other citiesand exercise the powers and perform the

(4) (a) If under sub(3) the reassessment and talt are held dutiesdevolved upon the boaad supervisors, upon the assessors,
by the court to be regular and valid or if olgjectionsto the reas uponthe town clerk, upon the board of review and uportdih
sessmentnd tax roll are filed, the court shallake an order treasurer,respectively for the reassessment of taxes and the
requiringthe party or parties contesting the original assessmegn|lectionthereof.
tax or tax proceeding to pay into court, for the use and benefit of
the party entitled thereto, the amount that by the reassesgimeenf’5.61 Actions related to tax certificates. (1) ONE-YEAR
contestingparty or parties justlpught to pay If the amount of tax LimiTATION. Every action enumerated in7&.57, 1955 statsand
imposed upon the property of the contesting party by the reasse$86.635 and every action or proceeding to set aside any inclusion
ment,or by the subsequent determination and order of the cowtftJand in a tax certificate for the nonpayment of taxes, or to cancel
equalsor exceeds the amount imposed on the property by the oagy tax certificate, or to restrain the issuing of any tax certificate,
inal assessment and tax roll, the party or parties contesting tindax deed, for any error or defect going to the validity of the
validity of the assessment shall be adjudged to pay the costs ofatbsessmentand afecting the groundwork of such tax, or on
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accountof any void or defective special assessment, shall be com (4) ParMENT OF JUDGMENT. Payment of any judgment so
mencedwithin one year from the date of issuance of the tax eertifecovereddy the plaintif, shall be made forthwith by the treasurer
cateunder s74.57, and not thereafterin every action brought to of any suchcounty town, city or village, upon presentation of a
setaside anyuch inclusion of land in a tax certificate, or to cancekrtified copy thereof, without other or further ordefhe trea
anytax certificate, or to restrain the issuing of any tax deed upsarershall preserve said copy of said judgment asrdesures
any ground whatever not going to the validity of #iesessment warrantfor suchpayment and shall require the satisfaction of
andaffecting the groundwork of such tax, special assessment, spgeordof said judgment upon the making of such payment. The
cial chage or special tax, the plairftiff he or she showsimself amount of any judgment smaid by the county treasurer shall be
or herself otherwise entitled to judgment, shall, beforeetitey chargedo the proper town, city or village and may be included by
thereofwithin a reasonable time to be fixed by the court, pay intbe county as a special clggragainst such town, city or village if
the court for the county or city authorized to act undef4s87 suchjudgment shall be the result of an errodefect caused by
holdingthe tax certificate the amount for which such land is delisaid town, city or village or fitial thereof.
quent,with interest on all such amounts at thte of 8% per year History: 1987 a. 3781989 a. 561991 a. 316
from the times of payment until the money is paid into court; and
in default of such payment within the time so fixed the defendaff.63 Ejectment as to public lands; conditions. (1) (a)
shall havejudgment in the action. This provision as to the-payNo action may be commenced, maintained or prosecutedday or
mentinto court to be made by the plaifhall apply to all actions behalfof the original owner or any person claiming title through
broughtto cancel any tax deed, orriemove the cloud upon any or under the original owner to recover possession of or in any way
title created by any tax certificate or tax deed where the actigivolving the title to any lands conveyed to this stateaby
impeacheshe tax deed or tax certificate upon any groumblat ~ county,or attempted tde so conveyed, and sold by this state to
evernot afecting thegroundwork of the tax for the nonpaymengny person until all of the following havgeen paid into the trea
of which such deed or tax certificate was issued. sury of the county where the lands are located:

(2) TAX CERTIFICATESOF COUNTY, DISCOUNTON. Whenever the 1. All taxes levied and assessed on the lands from the date of
countyholds tax certificates upon real estate and the owner of séigisale of the lands by the state.
real estate omny person, firm, association, corporation or limited 2. All legal chages for assessing and collecting the taxes
liability company holdinga valid lien thereon shall claim thedescribedn subd. 1, and interest thereon at the rag@%@per year
assessmertf said reakstate to be greater than the value that c&om the January 15 in each year during which the the lands were
ordinarily be obtainedherefor at private sale, the respective towassessed,ommencingvith the January following the first assess
board,village board or city council where said real estattis mentafter the sale.
atedmay takeproof under oath of the value of said real estate and 3. A|l delinquent taxes levied upon and returned against the
county treasurerthe treasurer shall accept fraaid owner or attemptedto be conveyedo the state, together with interest on

lienholderthe properproportional tax on said real estate base@osedelinquent taxeat the rate and in the manner described in
uponthe value so found, together with the propergimras in the gypd.2.

caseof (edemption of tax certificates, shall cang:el said tax certifi b) All money paid intca county treasury under péa) shall
cateas it relates to that re_al estate, and_ shall give to said Ownef)@tetained in the treasury pending the conclusion of the action
lienholdera receipt for said tax. The fifence between the tax yescribedn pat (a) (intro.) The money shall besturned to the
asreturned and the amount of such proportional tax, exclusive

chargesreceived by the county as a result of the compromise srfﬁ fty paying or depositing the money if the party fails to maintain

be chaged to the town, village or cityhich returned the same and action. If the action is maintaineah amount equal to the
e ' g b . . delinquenttaxes and interest described in. g@rshall be retained
may be included by the county as a special ghan the next tax

levy against such town, city or village by the county The remainder shall be paid ovethe person pur
History: 1979 c. 10, 1987 o 3781093 3. 12 ECZ:mgthe lands from the state or that persdayalrepresenta

75.62 Procedure in actions related to tax certificates. (2) If the titleto any such lands shall be adjudged to be in such
(1) CONDITIONAL PAYMENT. Whenever any action or special prooriginal owner or party claiming title through or under the original
ceedingjs hereafter commenced to set aside any inclusion of laiyénerthey shall be deemed ke and shall be subject to taxation

in a tax certificate for the nonpayment of taxes, or to cancel a#iyfing thetime the same were held by the state in like manner as
tax certificate, or to restrain the issuingasfy tax certificate or tax if they had not been conveyed to or held by it, and the taxes for
deed,or to setaside any tax, for any error or defect going to t@chpgrlqd shall be levied and assessed upon such lands and col
validity of the assessment andeating the groundwork of such lectedin like manner as other taxes upon real estate. In all such
tax, within 20 days after the commencement of such action thgtionsthe court shall enter an order requiring the pldititérein,
plaintiff in such action or special proceeding shall pay or cause/{hin a reasonable time to figed in the orderto comply with

be paid to the countytown, city or village oficer entitledto this section by payment of the taxes, gearandnterest as pro
receivethesame, the amount of taxes, interest andgeisalevied vided herein, and in default of compliance therewith the court

againstthe saidands involved in such action, as a condition othall dismiss the action. Nothing heregontained shall be
maintainingsaid action. construedas amending or repealing7s.26 75.270r 75.61

o History: 1973c. 1891977 c. 25.1646 (3) 1977 c. 2731979 c. 105.60 (13
(2) REASSESSMENTPROCEEDING. If in said action or proceed 1on1a 3161000 a o3 (81977 c. 2731979 c. 105,60 (13)

ing a reassessment is ordered, the court shall, upon the completion
of said reassessment made in the manner requirestaliyte, 7564 No jurisdiction; issue of deed postponed;
determinethe amount which, according $aid reassessment, thegeposit. (1) In all cases to set aside ainglusion of lands in a
plaintiff ought justly to have paid upon the lands involved in saielx certificate, orto cancel any tax certificate or to enjoin or
actionor special proceeding. restraintheissuing of a tax deed because the lands included in the
(3) JupamMEeNT. The plaintif in such actioror special proceed certificatewere not liable to taxation or because the taxethen
ing shallbe entitled to recover judgment for the amount, if &y landswere paid prior to the inclusioim the tax certificate or
plaintiff so paid in excess of the amount the court shall finalhecausehe lands have been redeemed accorditaytdhe owner
determinethe plaintif ought to have paid on the lands involvedf, or any person interested in, the lands covered by the lien of the
in said action or proceeding, with interest from the déteuch certificate may at any timebefore final judgment is entered,
payment. depositwith the county clerk the amount for which the lands are
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delinquent, with interest from the date of the inclusion in the tax (b) On or before October 1 of each yehe city treasurer and
certificateto the date of the deposit and penalty as provided undee county treasurer shall respectively furnish dtieer with an
s.74.47 together with the legal chges on it. itemizedstatemenbf the amounts so clged by the treasureas

(2) Theclerk or treasurer shall retain such deposit until tHBe case may be, to the cigyor countys “tax deed in force”
final determination of the action, and if the certificatedsated accountas aresult of tax deeds taken by the city or coufitye
andset aside of the issuing of the deed is permanently restrainedpuntyclerk shall include an itemized statement of saiciounts
the money deposited shall, at the time of entrjudigment or at in the apportionment filed by the clerk. If any such tax desditis
any later time, upon demand, be returned to the person depositisggle the citytreasurer and the county treasurer shall respectively
it. If final judgment is rendered in the actisustaining the valid creditthe other with the amounts so daped with respect to the
ity of the inclusion of the land in a tax certificate, and of the tadeedset aside, and the amounts and entries by either treasurer with
certificate,the court shall compute the interapon the certificate referencehereto, comprising said amounts shall be as though no
from the date of the deposit to the date of judgment and penalhargehad been made to a “tax deed in force” account; and the city
asprovided under sf4.47and add it to the costs and disburserreasureand the county treasureespectivelyshall, on or before
mentstaxable in the action and to the amount of the deposit, aDdtoberl of each yeaiadvise the other of such credits due.
shallenterjudgment against the plairftfor the total amount, and  (¢) |n the event that such property is so acquired by such city
no tax deed may be issued upon the certificaless the plainfif \ije the county tax roll is in thpossession of its city treasurer
fails to payto the clerk or treasurer the use of the owner of the g |atter shall consider such taxes paid and mark the tax roll
certificate, the amount of the judgment within 20 days after itccordingly,and furnish the county treasurer withs@tement
rendition, together with interest on it. thereofupon a form provided by the counfjhe city treasurer

History: 1981 c. 1671987 a. 378 shall return such records to the county treasurer with the-delin

75.67 Procedure in populous counties containing guentcounty taxroll, and shall receive credit therefor the same as

authorized city. (1) In counties having a population of 500,0040" delinquent taxes. The amount for which such credit.is given
or more containing a city authorized to proceed undgd 87 shallbe included in the amount to be aeatback to such city in
wheneverither such countgr city acquires any property by taxsucceedingpportionment of county taxes.
deed or by quitclaim deed or by any other means, the issuance bfstory: 1985 a. 1351987 a. 27378
othertax certificates and the redemptiand cancellation thereof )
shallbe as provided by this section. 75.69 Sale of tax delinquent real estate. (1) Exceptas

(2) All tax certificates issued upon such property by sufovidedin sub.(1m), no tax delinquent real estatequired by a
county or city on the same day or subsequent to the date G@UNtymay be sold unless the sale and appraised value of such real
issuanceof the certificate upon which such deed was acquire%tatdwas first been advertised by publlcatlpn of a class 3 notice,
andwhich certificates are owned by such county or city at the tirH8derch.985. Any county may accept the bid most advantageous
of the acquisition of the propertshall be assigned to sucbunty O it but every bid less than the appraised value of the property
or city so owning such propertyDn any issuanaef tax certificate Shallbe rejected Any county is authorized to sell for an amount
subsequento the acquisition of such property after the firsequal to or above theppraised value, without readvertising, any
Mondayof August inany yearsuch county or city so owning suchland previously advertised for sale.
land shall bethe exclusive recipient of the tax certificates. Any (1m) (a) Subsectioril) does not apply to counties with a pop
issuanceof a tax certificate in violation of these provisions shalilation of 500,000 or more.

benull and void. Itis the duty of thety and the county treasurer (b) Notwithstanding sub(1), any county may advertise the
to give the otheras the case may hatitten notice of the acquisi sajeof any or all of its real estate tHzds been tax delinquent for
tion of such property withire4 hours, Sundays and holidays;t |east 4 years by publishing a class 3 notice und@8éhindi-
excluded, after such tax deed or other conveyance has b&&f}ingin which municipality or municipalities and in which ward
acquired;and upon receipt of such notice it is the duty of such treg \wards the real estate is located and the place antbdéling
surer,as the case may be, to make entry of such notice upon {j}en bids but without listing specific parcels or appraised val
treasurer'gecords. uesfor the parcels, if the county makes readily available in the

(3) (a) Whenever sucproperty has been so acquired, the Cit¥ourthousea list of the parcels and the appraised vafieach par
treasuresishall notify the county clerk and the county treasurer cg|.

the county clerk shall notify the city treasuras the case may be, () Thi .
; - L . is section shall not apply to exchange of property under
in writing thereof within 24 hours thereaft&undays and heli 9.69 (8) to withdrawal and sale of county forest lands, nor to

daysexcluded. The county treasurer or the city treasurer upg o
receiptof such notice shall forthwith chgegthe amount, without E?:at?eale or exchange of lands to or between municipalities or to the

interestor penalties, of all citycounty state and metropolitan . . .
seweragadistrict current and delinquent taxes, all unpaid instal (3) This section shalapply to all tax delinquent lands regard
mentsof special assessmertsd other assessments, gearand lessof the date of acquisition by the county

tax certificates which are liens upon the lamadwhich are held (4) No tax delinquent real estate may be sold by a county
by or due to such county or citgs the case may be, and uponnderthis section unless notice of such sale is mailed to the clerk
which the time limitations of s75.20have not expired, to a “tax of the municipality in which the real estate is located at least 3
deedin force” account, and such taxes, assessments and-cerifgeksprior to the time of the sale. Any county may sell tax delin
catesshall thereby be considered as paid or redeemed and sggbntreal estate by open or closed bid.

taxesshall bemarked paid or redeemed on the tax roll, as the case@listory: 1983 a. 3441987 a. 3781995 a. 201

may be; thereafter the amounts thereof owned by or due to suchouPtieSﬂay not transfecounty %Wne]g Irlningzral Lights' acquilred éhroglgh nonpay
countyshall be chayed back against such ciypnd such amounts \ngtn% é?iﬁz ;gcptirg/r?tegsgg% V(\;Irt1 .%Lét&o owing the appraisal and public sale pro
thereo_fov_vnEd or held by or due to sucluy_shall be credited to Wherecounty proceeds under (1), it can accept bid it deems in good faith to be most
suchcity in the next tax levy upon such city by the county advantageous county in view of criteria in bid notice. 70 Atgen. 1.
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