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Asumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

This bill provides for a plea and verdict of guilty but mentally ill for persons charged with a homicide
offense. If a judge sentences a person who has been found guilty but mentally ill to the custody of the
Department of Corrections (DOC) by sentencing the person to prison or by placing the person on
probation, the court must also order DOC to evaluate the person for treatment and provide or arrange for
the provision of any necessary treatment. A person found guilty but mentally ill and imprisoned may also
be committed to a state facility for treatment in the same manner as provided under current law for a
person who has been convicted and sentenced to imprisonment.

Based on the provisions of this legislation and the experiences of other states, DOC estimates that nine
inmates will be incarcerated as guilty but mentally ill. DOC has indicated that they will continue to provide
mental health services within the correctional system.

If DOC decides to transfer inmates to a state treatment facility, they could be sent either to the Wisconsin
Resource Center (WRC) or to a state Mental Health Institute (MHI). WRC provides treatment to mentally
ill inmates and sexually violent persons (SVPs). When the SVPS have been transferred to their own
facility in FY 01, there will be 460 beds available for DOC transfers. If inmates are transferred to WRC as
a result of this bill, they might displace other WRC clients who also need treatment, but they should not
increase the total number of individuals being committed to the WRC. Inmates could also be transferred
to a state Mental Health Institute under this bill. Since it is not possible to estimate how many inmates
might be transferred either to an MHI or to WRC, it is not possible to estimate the fiscal effect of this bill on

the Department.
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