1999 Session

LRB or Bill No./Adm. Rule No.

X  ORIGINAL O UPDATED | LRB 0920/1 AB 87
FISCAL ESTIMATE 0 CORRECTED [0 SUPPLEMENTAL Amendment No. if Applicable
DOA-2048 N{R10/98)
Subject:

Using delinquency adjudications for purposes of certain penalty enhancers
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Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

This bill provides that delinquency adjudications may be used like prior convictions for the purpose of
determining whether a person is a repeater or persistent repeater and for the purpose of imposing minimum
or increased penalties in cases involving serious sex crimes or serious violent crimes. The bill specifies that
such adjudications can be used only if the juvenile was 15 years old at the time of the adjudicated offense.
Also, such adjudications can be used only until the defendant reaches the age of 25.

Enactment of this bill could result in increased costs to the State Public Defender’s Office (SPD) because
whenever enhanced penalties or mandatory minimum penalties are involved, a defendant is less likely to
resolve his or her case with a guilty plea. Rather, the defendant is more likely to have a jury trial, which is
more expensive than a guilty plea. Although enactment of this bill could increase costs to the SPD, the SPD is
unable to predict those costs with the data available.

i Long-Range Fiscal Implications
Likely increased costs to the SPD.
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