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The Senate met. but only the Commissioner has the authority to order safety

The Senate was called to order by Senator Fred Risser Mmprovements.
The Chait with unanimous consent, asked thatpheper ~ Althoughthe number of accidents involvimgotor vehicles at
entriesbe made in the journal. railroadcrossings hadecreased from 165 in 1994 to 88 in 1998,
safetyconcerns continue to be raised, in part because a number
of safety projects that have been ordered for completion by the
INTRODUCTION AND REFERENCE OF Commissionepf Railroads have not yet been funded. One list
RESOLUTIONS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS of pending projects maintained by thefi@# includes 165
. warningdevice projects, with an estimated cost of $14.0 million
Readand referred: to complete, that will use all of the federal funding expeted
SenateJoint Resolution 21 be available to the Gite through September 30, 2005. The
Relatingto: increasingoublic awareness and attention to otherlist includes 29 projects, with an estimated cost of $2.4
chronicfatigue syndrome as a serious and complex illness thatillion. The Commissioner has not yet determined when these
affectsmany Wsconsin citizens. projectswill be funded.

By Senators Robson, Chvala, Clausibgrling, Panzer and ©On its own initiative, the Department also identifies railroad
Roess]er;cosponsored by Representatives Sdh%fack, CrOSSingsafety prOjectS for the federal funds it controls. In
Bock, Boyle, Hebl, La Fave, PlofjfPocan, Staskunasyer fiscal year 1998-99, the Department received federal approval

andWard, by request 0¥Vl Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Assoc., to obligate $6.0 milliorfrom federal railroad crossing safety
Inc.. funds for two large bridge projects. While these projects

qualify for federal railroad crossing safety funding, they will
makeless funding available for more common railreaossing
safetyprojects, such as installing lights or gates at crossings.

INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING AND The interplay between the federal and state appropriation
REFERENCE OF BILLS processs complex, and some flexibility is needed to ensure the

State receives the maximum amount of fedefahding

available. However if the Legislature i€oncerned about the

To committee orHuman Services and Aging

Readfirst time and referred:

SenateBill 214 currentproject-selection process, it may wish to play a more
Relating to: noticeto a victim of the right to make a activerole in determininghe use of federal funding for the
statementt sentencing or disposition. railroadcrossing safety program.o o this, it will need more

complete information on the funding available arithe
Department'plans to use that funding.

Encloseds a more complete discussion of our finding s with
regardto the railroad crossingpfety program. Wappreciate

By Senator Burkecosponsored by Representative Huber
To committee ordudiciary and Consumer Affairs.

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICA TIONS the courtesy and cooperation extended to us by efafhe
. . Department of Transportation and the fife of the
State of Wisconsin Commissionepf Railroads.

Legislative Audit Bureau .
Sincerely,

July 28, 1999 , JANICE MUELLER

The Honorable, The Legislature: State Auditor

In response to recent legislative inquires, we have reviewed the State of Wisconsin

administrationand funding of the State'railroad crossing Department of Natural Resources

safety program. W had previously reviewed the railroad v 15. 1999

crossingsafety program and reported our results in a Janua y Lo, .

29,1996 letter report. Whave updated selected information The Honorable, The Legislature:

from that report and reviewed the Statese of federal funds As directed by the Legislature in Secti®i37 of 1997

for railroad crossing safety WisconsinAct 25 | am submittingon behalf of the Department

As of July 1999, Visconsin has7,999 railroad crossings. ©f Natural Resources proposed legislationencourage the

However, the States primary safety concern is the 4,406 Practiceof sustainable forestry

crossingsthat intersect with public roads at grade level.Encloseds a proposal that was developed by the Department

Responsibilityfor safety at crossings is sharedthg Ofice of  in collaboration with a wide array d@fdividuals and groups

the Commissioner of Railroads and th&s®#gnsin Department with an interest in \lgconsins forests. bm pleased to say that

of Transportation. Both identify safety projects and fund themthereis widespread agreement that it is in the public interest to
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keepforestland as forestland. The Natural Resource Board Credentialing by hospitals and insurersis critical to safe

approvedhis proposal at their most recent meeting.
This processas already &frded us a valuable opportunity

work with many of our partners and customers to begin to
addresghe tensions that exist between issues such as resource

managementyesource protection, private rights atatal
ordinancesand zoning. & look forward to working with the
Legislatureand our othempartners as this proposal moves
forward.

Sincerely,

GEORGEE. MEYER
Secretary

State of Wisconsin
Department of Health and Family Services

July 23, 1999
The Honorable, The Senate:

Pursuanto Section50.04(5)(fr) Wis. Stats., ééctive June 17,
1998,the Department is required sabmit an annual report to
the Legislature related to Class A violations committed
nursinghomes and forfeitures assessecharsing homes for
thoseviolations.

practice by physicians. The review process that takes place
in these settings should remain and be protected.

\oluntary certification programs being developed by the
American Medical Association (AMAP) and the American
Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) may permit
physicians who are not now reviewed by hospitals and
insurersto obtain areview of their practice similar to those
in institutional settings.

Further legislation is not needed at thistime.

The Medical Examining Board will continue to maintain
information on disciplinary actions andtipulations. This
informationwill be reviewed periodically to determine whether
anytrends emeye that may call for legislative action.
Sincerely,

MARLENE A. CUMMINGS
Secretary

State of Wisconsin
Southeast Wsconsin Piofessional Baseball Park District

July 22, 1999
The Honorable, The Legislature:
Attachedpleasdfind the Miller Park monthly progress report

1997Act 237made a number of revisions to statutes governingor the month oflune 1999 for your review and consideration.
the operations of nursing homes, including the maximumas the enclosed report indicates, Miller Park contintes
forfeiture amounts that the Departmemiay assess against developwith the District Boards “four for four” objectives of
homesfor violations. The Department has issued 9 Class Awilding a quality facility on time, withinbudget and with

violations to nursing homes (including facilities fdahe
developmentallydisabled) in thegime period June 17, 1998
throughMay 31, 1999.

strongcommnity participation.

Pleasefeel free to contact me if you have any questions
commentgegarding the enclosed report.

The attachedhart details the Class A violations issued in thiSSincerer,

reporting period, the amount of forfeiturassessed for each
violation, and if known, the amount of the forfeiture paitd

collected.There were no assessments for Class A violations th

wereless than $2,500.
Sincerely,

JOE LEEAN
Secretary

State of Wisconsin
Department of Regulation and Licensing

July 1, 1999
The Honorable, The Legislature:

1997Wisconsin Act 31 mandated a joint study by the Medical
ExaminingBoard and Wsconsin medicaschools of whether

the physicians licensed by the medical examining board areSenate Bill 1.4
sufficiently informed, educated or trained about advances in

MICHAEL R. DUCKETT, PE.,R.L.S.
g[xecutive Director

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICA TIONS

State of Wisconsin
Office of the Governor
July 29, 1999
To the Honorable, the Senate:

The following bill, originating in theSenate, have been
approvedsigned and deposited in thdicé of the Secretary of
State:

Bill Number Act Number Date Approved

Wisconsin Act5 July 28, 1999
(Vetoed in part)

techniguesind procedures for making a diagnosis or providing

treatment.

Sincerely,

Marlene A. Cummings, Secretary of the Department of TOMMY G. THOMPSON
Regulation and Licensing, assembled an implementatiorfovernor

committeeto plan and conduct meeting to respond to the
mandate.She appointed DBarbara Showers, Direct@ffice

State of Wisconsin
Office of the Governor

of the Examinations teerve as the coordinator and the Medicalyy|y 28, 1999
ExaminingBoard appointed DSidney Johnson to serve as theTg the Honorable, the Senate:

Chairof the Committee.

Representativesf the legislature, the Medical Examining
Board, the Department of Regulation and Licensinige
medical schools, residency programs, hospitals,
maintenanceorganizations, continuing medical education
providers,equipment providers, medical liability insurensd
the State Medical Society convenex March 24, 1999 to

discussthe issues and determine whether there were any

recommendationfor proposed legislation.
The conclusions were:
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| have approve&enate Bill 114 as1999 Wsconsin Act 5
andhave depositei in the Ofice of the Secretary of State. |
haveexercised the partial veto in Sections 22 and 31 of the bill.

In April of this year 86% of Wsconsin voters approved the
distribution of lottery, bingo and pari-mutuel proceeds to
Wisconsinresidents for property tax relief. By restoring the
lottery credit to principal dwellings onlyand enhancing the
edit by including bingo and pari-mutuel proceeds in the
dollars available for the credit, theill enacts the will of
Wisconsinresidents.In doing so, it more than doubles the size
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of the lottery credit to the typical homeowner to an estimated WHEREAS, there is a need for public policymakers to be
$900n the Decembet999 property tax bills. It also provides advised on methods to protect the private lives of
property tax relief to farmers by increasing the maximum  Wisconsin’scitizens;

farmlandtax relief credit from $1000 to $1500 and increasing NOW, THEREFORE, |, TOMMY G. THOMPSON,

the share of ta>§es on farmland for vgh|ch the credit hay  Goyernorof the State of consin, by the authority vested in
claimedfrom 10% to an estimated 15%. me by the Constitution and the laws of this State, and
My partial vetos are limited to correcting three technicakpecifically by Section14.0190f the Wsconsin Statutesjo
administrativeconcerns. Section 22 of the bill specifies thenereby:
mechanicsfor mobile homes to qualify for the lottery and 1
gamingcredit. | am partially vetoing section 82remove both
January31 deadline for owners of mobile homes to claim the

Create the Governar Task Force on Privacy
(hereinafter'Task Force”); and

credit and the requirement thatigibility for the credit for 2. Provide that the ak Force shall be composed of
mobile homes be tied to the same date as for real proparty fourteen (14) members appointed by the
partially vetoing the January 31 deadline because it is Governorto serve at the pleasure of the Governor,
unnecessarilyrestrictive. My partial veto will enable the and

Departmentof Revenue to administratively set the date 3. Provide that the following @iEials shall each
whichthe credit must be claimed. Since homeowners are given recommendo the Governor one (1) individual
until the due date of the first installment of their property taxes for membership on theagk Force:

to make a claim for the credit, mobile home owners should be . .

givenat leasthe same degree of freedom. | am also partially a. TheMajority Leader of the \lconsin Senate;
vetoing the requirement that mobile homes be utilized as and

principaldwellings on the same date as for real property to gain b. TheMinority Leader of the WconsinSenate;
the lottery credit because this requirement creates an and

inconsistencyin the bill, for mobile home to baligible for the

credit,the mobile home must be used as a primary dwelling on c. TheSpeaker of the Wconsin Assembly; and

Januaryl ofthe year prior to the year the credit is received. For d. TheMinority Leader of the WéconsinAssembly;
assessmenbf mobile homes, howeveraxable value is and

determinedas of January 1 of the year the credit is received 4. Pprovide that the Governor shall designate one (1)
(which is the year for which the mobile home parking fee is memberon the &sk Force as its chair to serve in
being determined and paid). My partial veto wélllow thatcapacity at the pleasure of the Governor; and

eligibility for the credit for mobile homes and the assessment
for mobile homes to be tied to the same date, rather than dates
thatare one year apart.

5. Provide that the &k Force to have the following
purposeand mission:

Section 31 specifies that if an overpaymentr a. Studythe use, collection, and dissemination of
underpaymenis made in the amounts paid to counties or the private information  regarding Wisconsin
City of Milwaukee to reimburse these local governments for citizens;and
their costs to precertify principal dwellingstieceive the credit, b. Determine which use, collection, and
a correction can be madéccording to this section, the disseminationof private informationregarding
correction shall be included inthe next precertification Wisconsincitizens is not appropriate; and

payment.Since precertification payments will be made only
onceevery five years, howeveax local government would need
to wait that time periodio receive a correcting payment. | am rig?é?:%%?ﬂ?u;ﬁ]erisgggrg% new methode
partially vetoing this section to remove ttestriction that the p p y,' '
adjustments made on the subsequent distribution because itis 6. Require thedsk Force to submit to the Governor a final

c. Assess current privacy protections and

too restrictive. My partial veto will permit a correction to an reporton its findings and recommendations by
underpaymenbr overpayment to occur without a five-year February29, 2000; and
walit. 7. Direct the Secretary of the Department of
| am pleased that the Legislature acted quickly on this bill Administrationto provide the @sk Force with
so that Wisconsin homeownergill benefit from the revised administrativeand support services and witlich
lottery crediton the first property tax bills following the passage sumsof money as are necessary for travel and
of the constitutional amendment. My patrtial vetos will improve operatingexpenses in accordance with section
theadministration of the credit. 20.505(3)(apf the Wisconsin Statutes; and
Sincerely, 8. Require thedsk Force to disband once the Governor
TOMMY G. THOMPSON has accepted its final report;
Governor IN TESTIMONY WHERE OF , | have
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN hereuntoset my handand caused the
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR GreatSeal of the State of Mtonsin to be
EXECUTIVE ORDER #373 aﬁIXEd ane _at the Capltol in the Clty of
Relati he Creai fthe G s Task E Madisonthis sixteenttday of July in the
ating to the reanng the Governor’s orceon year one thousand nine hundred and
I frlvacy dina th f ninety—nine.
WHEREAS, personainformation regarding the citizens o
Wisconsinis increasingly available tonembers of the -(g(g\%l\rﬂn\gre. THOMPSON
public and for sale on the open market; and
BY THE GOVERNOR:

WHEREAS, it is important that Wéconsin citizens be
protectedrom undesirable distribution and use of personaDOUGLAS LA FOLLETTE
information;and Secretary of State
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REFERRALS AND RECEIPT OF
COMMITTEE REPOR TS CONCERNING
PROPOSED ADMINISTRATIVE RULES

SenateClearinghouse Rule99-088

Relatingto the registration and regulation of prOfGSSionaISenateClearinghouse Rule99-011
geologistshydrologists and soil scientists.

Submitted by Department of Regulation and Licensing.
Report received from Agencyuly 27, 1999.
Referred to committee onEconomic Development,

Housing and Government Operations July 29, 1999.

August 1,1999

State of Wisconsin
Revisor of Statutes Bueau

To the Honorable, the Senate:
The following rules have been published:

Clearinghouse Rules

98-117
98-130
98-135
98-141
98-175
98-177
98-204
99- 8
99- 13
99- 15
99- 20
99- 27
99- 34
99- 37
99- 49
99- 53

The committee

Sincerely,
GARY L. POUL
Deputy Revisor

on Agricultur e,

Effective Date(s)

August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999
August 1, 1999

SON

Environmental

Resourcesand Campaign Finance Reform reports and

recommends:

SenateClearinghouse Rule97-136
Relatingto regulatiorof metallic mineral mining [covered
in report onClearinghouse Rule 97-0p7

Report objection in part recommendegge8 5, Noes O.
Ayes,5 - Senator€lausing, Baumgart, ix¢h, Schultz and

A. Lasee.
Noes, 0 - N

one.

Alice Clausing
Chairperson

Referredto joint committee oRReview of Administrative

Rules,July 29,

1999.
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The committee orEconomicDevelopment, Housing and
Government Operations reports and recommends:

SenateClearinghouse Rule98-158
Relatingto the retail food establishment license exemption
for restaurant permit holders.

No action taken.

Relatingto sales and use tax exemption certificates and the
salesand use tax treatment of temporary events.

No action taken.
SenateClearinghouse Rule99-026

Relatingto the saleand use tax treatment of gross receipts
andsales price, manufacturing exemption and motor vehicles.

No action taken.
SenateClearinghouse Rule99-029
Relatingto explosive materials.
No action taken.
SenateClearinghouse Rule99-035
Relatingto electronic funds transfer
No action taken.
SenateClearinghouse Rule99-050
Relatingto electrical construction and inspection.
No action taken.
SenateClearinghouse Rule99-054
Relatingto governmentalinits; meals, food, food products

andbeverages; and Mtonsin sales and taxable transportation
charges.

No action taken.
SenateClearinghouse Rule99-062
Relating to auction sales of personfdrm property or

householdyoods.and exempt purchases for resale by nonprofit
organizations.

No action taken.

SenateClearinghouse Rule99-075
Relatingto the Wisconsin development zone program.
No action taken.

SenateClearinghouse Rule99-077

Relatingto filing campaign finance reports &lectronic
format.

No action taken.

Robert Wrch
Chairperson

ADJOURNMENT

SenatorRissey with unanimous consent, asked that the
Senateadjourn until TiesdayAugust 3 at 10:00 A.M..

Adjourned.
10:01 A.M.

CHIEF CLERK’'S REPORT
The Chief Clerk records:
Senate Bill 14
Presented to the Governor on July 27, 1999.
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