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 WISCONSIN LEGISLATURE

P.O. Box 7882 * Madison, WI 53707-7882

April 26, 1999

Memorandum

To: All Legislators

From : Speaker Scott Jensen and Senator Robert Welch
Subject : LRB 2728l4 - Fees for Recounts of Elections

Many local officials have contacted us regarding the unmet costs of various elections. An

example of this occurred in a recent Assembly election where the margin.of defeat was

almost 4,000 votes out of over 15,000 cast.. The charges assessed under current law

were a total of $455 or $5 per ward. According to the County Clerk, the actual cost to

local taxpayers was $2,273.29. This bill is designed to provide for a more realistic

accounting and use of the recount procedure. - The bill changes fees and exemptions:

¢ Retains current fees/exemptions for elections where 1,000 or less votes are cast and
difference is between candidates/referendum guestion is less than 0.6%.

« If more than 1,000 votes are cast and difference is more than 0.5% but not more than two(2)
percent of total votes cast, the cost is $5 per ward or municipality(where no wards exist).

* |f more than 1,000 votes are cast and difference is more than two(2) percent, the fee is the
actual cost of the recount. '

» Payment of fee/estimated costs at time of filing with remainder due in 30 days after
notification.

F_o_r_fdrther'i'.nf.orhjéiion_ééééttéﬁ;ﬁeé'.Anaiy_Sfis.[bj'r'_-fi,;é:;';r'is:'_ta'ti#é.Réferéhéé}Buraau.' if
you are interested in co-sponsorship, please contact either Chad Taylor in Speaker
Jensen's office (6-3387) or Shayne Clausen in Senator Welch(6-0751) prior to Mayv 15",

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, a petitioner requesting a recount of an election generally
must pay a fee of five dollars for each ward for which a recount is requested and five
dollars for each municipality where no wards exist. However, current law does not
require a fee if the difference between the leading candidate and the petitioneror the
affirmative and negative vote on a referendum was less than ten votes, if 1,000 orless
votes were cast, or less than 0.5% of the total votes cast, if greater than 1,000 votes
were cast. A petitioner must pay any fee in full at the time he or she files the petition.

' This bill retains the current fees and the current exemptions for any election
where 1,000 or less votes are cast or where greater than 1,000 votes are cast and the
difference in votes cast between the leading candidate and the petitioner or the
affirmative and negative vote on a referendum is 0.5% or less. However, this bill
changes the fees for other elections, depending upon the difference in votes between
the leading candidate and the petitioner or the affirmative and negative vote on a
referendum. If greater than 1,000 votes are cast in the election and the difference
in votes is more than 0.5% but not more than two percent of the total votes cast, the
fee under this bill is five dollars per ward and five dollars per municipality where no
wards exist. If greater than 1,000 votes are cast and the difference in votes is more

than two percent of the total votes cast, the fee under this bill is the actual cost of
performing the recount. In addition, this bill requires a petitioner to pay a
reasonable estimate of the fee at the time of filing and any balance within 30 days
after the filing officer notifies the petitioner of the amount due.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be

printed as an appendix to this bill.



