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John Aiﬁsworth

_State Representative « 6th Assembly District.

Chair: Assembly Committee on Rural Affairs

MEMORANDUM

To: Assembly Committee on Rural Affairs and Forestty Members
From: Representative fJohn Amsworth, Chairperson

Date: February 12, 1999

Re: Clearinghouse Rule 98-176

On February 11, 1999, the following Clearinghouse Rule was referred to the

Assembly Committee on Rural Affairs and Forestry:

Clearinghouse Rule 98-176, AN ORDER relating to forestry grant programs.

The deadline for committee action on this rule 1s Mareh 77, 1999. If you would like a

copy of the rule, ot are interested in requesting a heating, please contact my office prior to

that date.
District: Qffice:
W6382 Waukechon Road Teli-Free: (888) 529-G006 P.O. Box 8952, State Capitol
Shawano, Wisconsin 54166 E-mall: Rep.Ainsworth @legis.state wi.us Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8652

(715) 526-3810 €& Printed on recycled paper {(608) 266-3097 = Fax: (608) 282-3606




WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF

RULES CLEARINGHOUSE

Ronald Sklansky David J. Stute, Director
Director Legislative Council Staff
(608) 266-1946 {60R) 266-1304

Richard Sweet Cne E. Main St., Ste. 401
Assistant Director PO. Box 2536

(608) 266-2982 Madison, W1 537012536

FAX: (608) 266-3830

CLEARINGHOUSE REPORT TO AGENCY

[THIS REPORT HAS BEEN PREPARED PURSUANT TO S. 227. 15, STATS. THIS IS
A REPORT ON A RULE AS ORIGINALLY PROPOSED BY THE AGENCY; THE
REPORT MAY NOT REFLECT THE FINAL CONTENT OF THE RULE IN FINAL
DRAFT FORM AS IT WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE LEGISLATURE. THIS
REPORT CONSTITUTES A REVIEW OF, BUT NOT APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL
OF, THE SUBSTANTIVE CONTENT AND TECHNICAL ACCURACY OF THE
RULE.]

CLEARINGHOUSE RULE 98-176

AN ORDER to repeal NR 47.06 (2) (f) Note, 47.07 (2) and (3) and 47.56 (1) (b) Note and (d) Note
and (2) Note; to renumber NR 47.07 (4), 47.12 (11) to (13), 47.52 (2) to (7) and 47.70 (2) (f) and
(g) and (4) (¢) and (d); to renumber and amend NR 47.12 (3) and (4); to amend NR 47.004 (2) and
(3) (intro.), 47.005 (3), 47.03 (2), 47.06 (1) (intro.) and (2) (intro.), 47.07 (1) (b) to (d), 47.18 (2),
47.20 (1) and (6), 47.53 (2), (3) and (5), 47.54 (1) and (3), 47.55 (1) (a), (2) (intro.) and (3) (a), 47.56
(1) (b) and (d), (2) and (3) (a) 2. and 3., 47.57 (intro.) and (1) and 47.70 (1), (3) (a), (c) and (f) and
(4) (a); to repeal and recreate NR 47.58 (2) and 47.70 (4) (b); and to create NR 47.07 (1) (e), 47.52
(8), 47.55 (2) (i), 47.56 (3) (c) and 47.70 (2) (f) and (4) (c), relating to forestry grant programs.

Submitted by DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

11-06-98 RECEIVED BY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
12-07-98 REPORT SENT TO AGENCY.

RNS:AS:kjf;jt
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Clearinghouse Rule No. 98-176
Form 2 — page 2

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL RUL LEARINGHOUSE REPORT

This rule has been reviewed by the Rules Clearinghouse. Based on that review, comments are
reported as noted below:

1. STATUTORY AUTHORITY {s.227.15 (2) (a)]

Comment Attached YES NO |~

2. FORM, STYLE AND PLACEMENT IN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE s. 227.15 (2) (c)]

Comment Attached YES | : NO

3. CONFLICT WITH OR DUPLICATION OF EXISTING RULES [s. 227.15 (2) (d)}

Comment Attached YES _ NO v~

4. ADEQUACY OF REFERENCES TO RELATED STATUTES, RULES AND FORMS
[s.227.15 (2) (e)]

Comment Attached ' YES | NO

5. CLARITY, GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION AND USE OF PLAIN LANGUAGE [s. 227.15 (2) ()]

Comment Attached . YES |~ NO

6. POTENTIAL CONFLICTS WITH, AND COMPARABILITY TO, RELATED FEDERAL
REGULATIONS [s. 227.15 (2) (&)} '

Comment Attached YES NO b~

7. COMPLIANCE WITH PERMIT ACTION DEADLINE REQUIREMENTS [s. 227.15 (2) (h)]

Comment Attached YES NO |~




WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF

RULES CLEARINGHOUSE
Ronald Sklansky David J. Stute, Director
Director Legisiative Council Staff

(608) 266-1946 {608) 2661304

One E. Main St., Ste. 401
P.O. Box 2536 :
Madison, WI 53701-2536
FAX: (608) 266-3830

Richard Sweet
Assistant Director
{608) 2662982

CLEARINGHOUSE RULE 98-176

Comments

[NOTE: All citations to “Manual” in the comments below are to the
dministrative Rules Procedures Manual, prepared by the Revisor of

Administrative Rules Procedures Manual

Statutes Bureau and the Legislative Council Staff, dated September
1998.] :

2. Form, Style and Placement in Administrative Code
a. A SECTION to repeal s. NR 47.12 (10) should be inserted after SECTION 16.
b. Ins. NR 47.55 (2), “and” in par. (g) should be deleted.

c. Ins. NR 47.56 (3), par. (a) should be renumbered sub. (3) (intro.) and subds. 1. to 4.
should be pars. (a) to (d). Paragraph (b) should be renumbered par. (e) and the newly created
par. (c) should be par. .

d. Ins. NR 47.70 (1), the title should not be in bold print.

4. Adequacy of References to Related Statutes, Rules and Forms

a. In SectioN 9, “(1)” should be inserted after *47.07.”

b. In SECTION 45, “(1)” should be replaced with “(2).”

5. Clarity, Grammar, Punctuation and Use of Plgin Language

a. In s. NR 47.07 (1) (c), the current rule ends with a semicolon. To change this to a
period, striking and underscoring should be used.
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b. Section NR 47.18 (2) would be clearer if “; this limit may be lowered” were replaced
with *, although this limit may be lowered.”

c. Ins. NR 47.20 (6), “approved practices” should be replaced with “approved practice”
to be consistent with the text of the current rule.

d. Section NR 47.55 (2) would be clearer if “any of the following” were inserted before
the colon.

e. Section NR 47.56 (1) (d) refers to the current department fringe rate percentage. In
the current rule, there is a note stating what this percentage is. It would be helpful to at least
include information relating to how one determines what the percentage is as well as information

about how one may find out the annual county equipment rates.
£ Ins. NR 47.56 (2), a comma should be inserted after “equipment.”
g. Ins. NR 47.56 (3) (a) 3., the current rule ends with a semicolon.

h. Section NR 47.57 (intro.) would be clearer if written as “In-selected-projects Projects
selected for grants under this subchapter; shall relate to urban forestry and the department may

give priority to the following listed in no particular order:”.

i, Ins. NR 47.70 (1), “fringe benefit” should be replaced with “fringe benefits.” This
comment also applies to subs. (2) (f), (3) (c) and (4) (a).

j. Ins.NR47.70 (3) (a), “which” should be replaced with “wher” to be consistent with
the current text.

k. In the last line of s. NR 47.70 (4) (c), “to” should be deleted.




State of Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources

NOTICE TO PRESIDING OFFICERS

OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

Pursuant to s. 227.19, Stats., notice is hereby given that final draft rules are being submitted to the

presiding officer of each house of the legislature. The rules being submitted are:

Natural Resources Board Order No. FR-51-98

Legistative Council Rules Clearinghouse Number YR -1, . s

Subjectof Rules s Jordlary Qronct, prootamea
U

Date of Transmittal to Presiding Officers Q:L,waxda 9, 1999

Send a copy of any correspondence or notices pertaining to this rale to:
Carol Turner, Rules Coordinator
DNR Bureau of Legal Services
LC/5, 101 South Webster

266-1959




REPORT TO LEGISLATURE

NR 47, Wis, Adm. Cede
Forestry grant programs

Board Order No. FR-51-98
Clearinghouse Rule No. 98-176

Statement of Need

The revisions to ch. NR 47 are being proposed to clarify tanguage and improve consistency and
customer service. The revision will affect five forestry grant programs: The Forest Stewardship
Grant program, the Forest Stewardship Incentive program, the Urban Forestry Grant program, the
County Forest Administrator Grant program and the Forest Fire Protection Grant program.

The Forest Stewardship Grant rules are being revised to clarify eligibility, open competition, correct
errors and reestablish preferences. The Forest Stewardship Incentive program revisions are to
comply with federal level changes in the program. The Urban Forestry Grant program changes are
primarily editorial for clarity and compliance with state and federal requirements. One policy issue
with this grant includes allowing partial advances for small nonprofit organizations to alleviate cash
flow problems. The County Forest Administrator Grant program is being revised to comply with
recent statutory changes increasing the amount of money available to each eligible county and to
clarify grant requirements. General provisions on grant accountability, variances and termination
unintentionally did not apply to the Forest Fire Protection Grant program.

Modifications as a Result of Public Hearings

The applicability section (NR 47.006} was expanded to apply to all grant programs within the
chapter in response to a comment by the Fire Department Advisory Council that a provision for
variances was needed to allow for adjustment should unforeseen circumstances arise. The
accountability and termination general provisions were also made applicabie to the Forest Fire
Protection Grant program.

Appearances at the Public Hearing and Tﬁeir Position

December 11, 1998 — Madison
In support:

Colette Matthews, Wis. County Forests Association, W7300 Ridge Road, Tomahawk, Wi 54487
William E. Wengeler, County Forest Administrators, 707 E. 7t St,, Merrill, Wi 54452

In opposition — none
As interest may appear — none




December 15, 1998 — Green Bay
In support:
Arlen Wooden, Marinette County Forest Administrator, 1926 Hall Avenue, Marinette, Wl 54143

In opposition — none
As interest may appear — nohe

December 16, 1998 ~ Eau Claire

in support:

Jack Nediand, Barron County Forest Administrator, 1418 E. LaSalle Avenue, Barron, Wi 54812
In oppo;ition - none

As interest may appear:

Brooke Ludwig, P.O. Box 4001, Eau Claire, Wl 54702

Response to Legislative Council Rules Clearinghouse Report

The comments were accepted, except for:

'2.a., suggesting the repeal of s. NR 47.12(10) is moot because of a printing error in the rule
-found after submittal to the Clearinghouse. The official wording of s. NR 47.12(10) is correct and
so does not need to be repealed nor does s. NR 47.12{11) to (13) need to be renumbered.

5.d., recommending adding “any of the following” before the colon in s. NR 47.55(2} to
clarify the language. This was not adopted because it would change the meaning of the rute. The
language, as is, provides examples of project types, but does not limit project types to a specific
list. This is the desired language as the Department does not presume to know all the types of
urban forestry projects that applicants have need for. By adding “any of the foltowing”™ the types of
projects that may be funded by the urban forestry grants is restricted only to the list of examples.
This does not serve the needs of the Department’s customers.

Final Regulatory Flexibility Analysis

The proposed amendments wili not have an impact on small businesses because they are all on
grant programs. Therefore, a final regulatory flexibility analysis is not required.



-

ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD
RENUMBERING, AMENDING AND CREATING RULES

The State of Wisceonsin Watural Resources Board proposes an order to repeal NR
47.06{2) (f)note, 47.07(2) and {3} and 47.56(1) (b)note, (d)note and (2)note;
renumbering NR 47.07(4), 47.52(2) to (7), 47.56(3)(a), 47.56({3)(a}) 1. to 4.,
47.56(3) (b), 47.70(2) (£} and (g}, {(4)(c) and {d}; renumbering and amending NR
47.12(3) and (4); amending NR 47.004(2) and (3) (intro.), 47.005(1),

47.005(3), 47.006(1), 47.007(1), 47.03(2), 47.06(1) (intro.) and {2} (intro.),
47.07(1){b) to (4}, 47.18(2), 47.20(1) and (6}, 47.53(2), (3) and (5},
47.54(1) and (3), 47.55(1)(a), {(2) {intro.), 47.55(2)(g) and {3){a),
47.56(1) (b}, (d), (2), (3)(a) 2. and 3., 47.57(intro.} and (1) and 47.70(1},

(3) (a), (¢}, (f} and (4) (a); repealing and recreating s. NR 47.58(2) and
47.70(4) (b); and creating NR 47.07(1) (e}, 47.52(8), 47.55{(2) (i), 47.56(3}){£),

47.70(2) (£) and 47.70{4) {c) relating to forestry grant programs

FR-51-98

Analysis Prepared by Department of Natural Resources

Authorizing statute: NR 47 subchapters I,II,III - 16 USC 2101 et seq.; NR47
subchapter V - 16 USC 2101 et seq., s5.23.097 Stats; NR 477 subchapter VI -
s, 227.11(2)(a}, Stats.

Statute interpreted: s. 28.11{5m), Stats.

Chapter NR 47, establishes rules for the administration of forestry grant
programs.

NR 47 subech, I, establishes general provisions for all grant programs. The
amended rule allows greater flexibility in reporting requirements and conforms
with federal requirements for records retention. :

NR 47 subchs. II and III, establish provisions to implement the Forest
Stewardship grant program and the Stewardship incentive program. The amended
rule reflects the changing views of the Coordinating Committee by easing grant
guidelines and reflects changes in the federal guidelines.

NR 47 subch. V establishes provisions to implement the urban forestry grant
praogram. The amended rule will allow not-for-profit organizations to receive
partial advances of grant funds. Other changes are proposed to conform
language to federal requirements, clarify project and cost eligibility,
clarify application procedures, clarify payment procedures, correct language
changed by reorganization, and correct an omitted eligible applicant.

Section NR 47.70, establishes provisions to implement the County Forest
Administrator Grant program. The amended rule reflects a statutory change for
a payment of half the annual salary and half fringe benefit costs of the
position. Other changes extend the application filing deadline by two months
and establish procedures to spend any unused funds the following year or
return them.

SECTION 1. NR 47.004(2) is amended to read:

NR 47.004(2) INTERIM REPORTS. Each grant recipient-shalti-may be required
to submit to the department at no less than & 3 month intervals, depending—on
3 i by written request of the department, one or more interim
reports which contain details of progress, findings, problems and other
information regarding the status of fhe—proteet a grant.




SECTION 2. NR 47.004(3) (intro.)is amended to read:

NR 47.004(3) FINARL REPORTS. {(intro.) Each grant recipient shall submit a
final report to the department within €8 30 days after the grant expiration
date. The final report shall include the following: '

SECTION 3. NR 47.005(1) is amended to read:

NR 47.005 Grantee accountability. (1) Applicability. The provisions of
this section apply only to subchs. II, IV, and V and VIII.

SECTION 4. NR 47.005(3) is amended to read:

NR 47.005{3) RECORDS RETENTION AND AUDITING. The grantee shall retain
all records pertaining to its project and make them available to the
department on request for eme—year 3 years from the date of the final payment.

SECTION 5. NR 47.006(1) is amended to read:

NR 47.006 Grant variances. (1) The department may approve in writing
variances from nonstatutory requirements of this subchapter upon request of
the grantee when it is determined that variances are essential to effect
necessary actions or department cbjectives, and where special circumstances
make variances in the best interests of the state. Before granting a variance, -
the department shall take into account factors such as good cause,
circumstances beyond the control of the grantee and financial hardship.

SECTION 6. NR 47.007(1) is amended to read:

NR.007 Grant termination. (1) The provisions of this section apply only
to subchs. II, IV, end V and VIITI.

SECTTON 7. NR 47.03{2) is amended to read:
NR 47.03(2) Applications for grants shall be received by the department

no later than the close of business on November 1 unless otherwise
provided for on the application.

SECTION 8. NR 47.06(1) {introc.) is amended to read:

NR 47.06(1) (intro.) A project is eligible for funding under this
subchapter if the project is capable of and directed towards achieving one or
more of the following. Additionally, special emphasis may be placed, on an
annual basis, in one of the following areas if designated in the application:

SECTION 9. NR 47.06(2) {intro.}is amended to read:

NR 47.06(2) {(intro.) In selecting projects for grant assistance, the
department shall give preference to projects which are directed to accomplish
one or more of the following+. Preference to any area may be weighted based
upon the recommendations of the forest stewardship coordinating committee and
acceptance by the state forester.

SECTION 10. The note following NR 47.06(2) (f) is repealed.
SECTION 11. NR 47.07(1) {b) is amended to read:
NR 47.07(1)(b) The cost of necessary supplies and eguipment used

exclusively for project-related purposes over its useful life or the cost of
that portion of supplies or equipment used for the project;

SECTION 12. NR 47.07(1) (¢} is amended to read:

NR 47.07(1){c) The costs of leased equipment and facilities for the
length of the dememnstratien project;




SECTION 13. NR 47.07(1) (d) is amended to read:

NR 47.07(1) (d)The reasonable value of in-kind contributions by the
applicant of labor, equipment or facilities as supported by documentation

reflecting specific assignment to the project.

SECTION 14. NR 47.07(1) {e) is created to read:

NR 47.07(1) (e)Contract costs of qualified vendors to perform project
activities.

SECTION 15. NR 47.07(2)is repealed.
SECTION 16. NR 47,07(3)is repealed.
SECTION 17. NR 47.07(4)is renumbered NR 47.07(2).

SECTION 18. NR 47.12(3)is renumbered (4) and as renumbered, is amended to
read: :

“ NR 47.12 (4) “ASEs% “FSA” means the U.S. department of agriculture,
4 : 14 i i : farm services agency.

SECTION 19. NR 47.12(4) is renumbered NR 47.12(3).
SECTION 20. NR 47.18(2)is amended to read:

NR 47.18(2) The amount of payment under the program tc any one
landowner may not exceed $10,000 in any fiscal year; although this limit may
be lowered at the recommendation of the forest stewardship coordinating
committee with concurrence of the state forester. In the case where an
individual is not a sole proprietor but is a partner, corporate shareholder or
has ownership interest in another private legal entity, the amount of payment
to the individual shall be equivalent to the percentage of ownership the
individual holds in sueh the partnership, corporation or other private legal
entity times the payment made to suek the partnership, corporation or other
legal entity. '

SECTION 21. NR 47.20{1)is amended to read:

NR 47.20(1) A landowner wishing to participate in the program shall

apply at the ASGS FS5A office for the county in which the land is located, on
ASCS FSA forms. :

SECTION 22. NR 47.20(6)is amended to read:

- NR 47.20(6) Upon'approval of a practice, the landowner shall be
notified in writing by the ASEGES FSA. Sueh The notice shall state that the
landowner can begin implementing the approved practice.

SECTION 23. NR 47.52(2) to (7) are renumbered (7) and (2) to (&),
respectively, and subs. (4) and {7), as renumbered, are amended to read:

NR 47.52 (4) “Not-for-profit organization” includes
organizations that meet the regquirements of section %01(c) (3) of the United
States internal revenue code of 1986 and other not—for-profit-erganizations
local community tree volunteer groups.

(7} 2Pistriect™ “Region” means one of the é—digtriet 5 regional field
administrative effiees units of the department.

SECTION 24. NR 47.52(8) is created to read:

NR 47.52(8)“Urban forestry” means tree management, operations and
education within cities, villages and other concentrated development.




SECTION 25, NR 47.53(2) is amended to read:

NR 47.53(2)Applicants shall submit applications on the prescribed
department forms to the edstriet regional office for—the-distriet where the
applicant is located or as otherwise described by the department.

SECTION 26. NR 47.53(3) is amended to read:

NR 47.53(3) Applications shall be received by the department distriet
regional office no later than close of business on October 1, unless otherwise

provided on the application.
SECTION 27. NR 47.53(5) is amended to read:

NR 47.53(5) Successful applicants shall be notified by the department
and sent a project agreement. Work under the project agreement may not
proceed until the agreement is signed by the department and-the—appiieant and
‘not before the starting date listed on the project agreement.

SECTION 28. NR 47.54(1) is amended to read:

. NR 47.54(1) A grant under this subchapter shall be no more than 50% of
actual eligible costs except that no grant may exceed $25,000 or be less than

$1000.,

SECTION 29. NR 47.54(3) ig amended to read:

NR 47.54(3) Ne-mere-than—20%—of—the The department and the USDA forest
service may annually negotiate jimits on federal monies available for grants
under this subsection that may be used to fund tree planting projects.

SECTION 30. NR 47.55(1) (a) is amended to read:

NER 47.55(1) {a) Municipal governments, Ltowns, counties and not-for-profit
organizations are eligible to apply for a federally funded grant under this
subchapter.

SECTION 31. MR 47.55(2) {intro.) is amended to read:

NR 47.55(2)ELIGIBLE PROJECTS. {intro.)Requests for grant assistance
shall relate to urban forestry and may include, but are not limited tor

-
-

SECTION 32. NR 47.55(2)(g) is amended to read:

NR 47.55(2) (g} Development and implementation of urban forest management
public information or involvement programs; and

SECTION 33. NR 47.55(2) (i) is created to read:

NR 47.55(2) (i) Urban forestry operations proijects such as planting,
pruning, removal and other tree maintenance.

SECTION 34. NR 47.55(3)(a) is amended to read:
NR 47.55(3) (a) Stump er—brush removal;
SECTION 35. NR 47.56{1) {blis amended td read:

NR 47.56 (1) (b) The cqét of necessary supplies and equipments. Equipment
costing more than $5,000 per unit is not eligible. To be fully eligible
project costs under the grant, 2 capital purchase shall be used exclusively
for project-related purposes over its useful life. Nonexclusive capital
purchases may be charged as project costs only for that portion of
depreciation equitably related to use in project activities.




SECTION 36. The note following NR 47.56{1) (b) is repealed.
SECTION 37. NR 47.56(1) (d) is amended to read:

NR 47.56(1} {d) The reasonable value of in-kind contributions by the
applicant of labor, equipment or facilities. Direct costs shall be supported
by time sheets, vouchers or similar documentation refiecting specific '
assignment to the project. Bctual fringe benefits may not exceed the current
department fringe rate percentage of the direct labor costs claimed. The rate
is established biennially by the department of administration and is available
from the department urban forestry coordinators. Equipment rental rates may
hot exceed the county egquipment rates established annually by the department
of transportation and published in chapter 5 of the state highway maintenance
manual. These rates are also available from tne department urban forestry
coordinators.

SECTION 38. The note following NR 47.56(1)(d} is repealed.
SECTION 39. The note following NR 47.56{2) is repealed.
SECTION 40. NR 47.56(2) is amended to read:

NR 47.56(2) ELIGIBLE COSTS, NON—REIMBURSABLE. Reasonable value of donated
labor, equipment, supplies, facilities or services are eligible project costs
for the purposes of match, but are not eligible for reimbursement. To be
fully eligible project costs under the grant, a capital donation shall be used
exclusively for project-related purposes over its useful life. Nonexclusive
capital donations may be charged as project costs only for that portion of
depreciation equitably related to use in project activities. value of donated

labor will be calculated using rates established by the department.

SECTION 41. NR 47.56(3) (a)2. is amended to read:

NR 47.56(3) (2)2. Ordinary operating expenses of local government
applicants, also known as indirect costs, such as salaries and expenses of a
mayor or city council members, that are not directly related to the project;

SECTION 42. NR 47.56(3){a)3. is amended to read:

NR 47.56{3}{a}3. Costs for which payment has been or will be received
aunder another federal or state fimancial assistance program except that
community development block grants may be used to match urban forestry grants

only when it can be demonstrated to the department’s satisfaction that there
is a local commitment to, and involvement in, the project;

SECTION 43. NR 47.56(3) (a) is renumbered sub. (3) (intro) and subds. 1. to 4.
are repumbered pars. (a) to (d) and paragraph (b} is renumbered par. (e}.

SECTION 44. NR 47.56(3) {f) is created to read:

NR 47.56(3) {f) Capital purchases that exceed SS,OOU.
SECTION 45. NR 47.57 {intro.)is amended to read:

NR 47.57 Grant selection process. {intro.)inseleetingprejeets Projects
selected for grants under this subchapter, shall relate to urban forestry.

When selecting projects, the department may give priority to the following
1isted in no particular order:

SECTION 46. NR 47.57{1) is amended to read:

NR 47.57(1) Applicants with a—department an administrative unit, board
or commission charged with the development and administration of a
comprehensive tree care program.




SECTION 47. NR 47.58(2) is repealed and recreated to read:

NR 47.58({2) PAYMENT. (a) Not-for-prafit organizations may request an
advance payment of no more than 50% of the grant upon the awarding of the
grant.

(b)Each grantee shall submit to the department a final accounting claim
for reimbursement, supported by evidence of cost, within 90 days after the
grant expiration date.

(¢)Final balance payments for not-for-profit organizations thaﬁ received
an advance, and grant payments for all other grantees, shall be made upon
approval of the final report and the final accounting claim.

SECTION 48. NR 47.70{(1) is amended to read:

NR 47.70{1) PURPOSE. The purpose of this section is to establish
standards and procedures for implementation of a grant program to contribute
funds toward payment of the salary and fringe benefits of a professional
forester in the position of administrator or assistant administrator of a
county forest.

SECTION 49. NR 47.70(2) (£) and (g) is renumbered to NR 47.70(2) {gland (h}.
SECTION 50. NR 47.70{2) {f} is created to read:

NR 47.70(2) (£} “Fringe benefits” means the total annualized costs of a
county for an employe excluding any salary.

SECTION 51. NR 47.70(3)(a) is amended to read:

MR 47.70(3) (a) A county may apply for a grant under the county forest
administrator grant program. A county shall include in an application a
county board resolution authorizing the application. A county shall file the
application with the department no later +han Newember—30th January 31lst of

1064,

SECTION 52. NR 47.70{3) (c) is amended to read:

NR 47.70(3) (c} Except as provided.-in par. {(d), a grant shall be-
1imited to funding annual salary and fringe benefits for a forester employed
by a county.

SECTION 53. NR 47.70{3) (f) is amended to read:

NR 47.70(3) (£} Grants shall be distributed no later than April 15 of the
grant year 7-exeep%—%ef—%he—gfaa%ﬂwﬁH&4#mriu%e—beeemea—aé%ee&#wy*&xxr%he

SECTION 54. NR 47.70(4) (a) is amended to read:

NR 47.70(4) (a) An annual grant award to a county may not exceed Ehe
lesser—of 50% of the position's annual salary : !

§ 3 and fringe benefits. Fringe benefit costs may not
exceed 40% of the forester’'s salary.

SECTION 55. NR 47.70(4) (b) is repealed and recreated to read:

NR 47.70(4) (b)All grant funds received from the department shall be
deposited in the county state aid forestry account.

SECTION 56. NR 47.70(4) (c) and {(d) are renumbered to NR 47.70(4) (d)and (e} and
(4) {e}1l. and 3., as renumbered, are amended to read:

NR 47.70{4) (e}1l. An annual plan of work is jointly developed by the
- L 355 e & THDEEVL-S0 y S-S dri-ad P




eer department and

the county.

3. The annual plan of work is approved by the county and the department

SECTION 57. NR 47.70{4) (c) is created to read:

NR 47.70(4) (c) Any grant funds not spent on salary or fringe benefit
costs in the grant year shall be identified and deducted from the next year’'s
request. If a county does not participate or is not eligible for the grant the
next vyear, the funds shall be returned to the department.

The foregoing rule was approved and adopted by the State of Wisconsin
Natural Resources Board eon January 27, 1999,

fhe rules shall take effect on the first day of the month following
publication in the Wisconsin administrative register as provided in s.
227.22(2) (intro.), Stats.

Dated at Madison, Wisconsin

STATE OF WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESQURCES

By

George E. Meyer, Secretary

{SEAL)




12997 Session

LRB or Bill No./Adm. Ruls No.

ORIGINAL 0 urpDATED NR 47
FISCAL ESTIMATE O correcTeED [ SUPPLEMENTAL Amendment No. if Applicable

DOA-2048 N{R10/94)

Subject Forestry Grant Administration Rule Revision

Fiscal Effsact
State: [ No State Fiscal Effect

Check columns below only if bill makes a direct appropriation [ Increase Costs - May be possible to Absorb
or affects a sum sufficient appropriation. Within Agency's Budget ] Yes [J Ne

[ increase Existing Appropriation [ increase Existing Revenues

[0 Decrease Existing Appropriation [ pecrease Existing Revenues O Decrease Costs

1 Creats New Appropriation

Local: [ No local government costs

1. [ Increase Costs 3. Increase Revenues " | 5. Types of Local Governmental Units Affected:
Ll Permissive [ Mandatory Permissive [} Mandatory Towns Villages Cities
2. Decrease Costs 4. [ Decrease Revenues : Counties [] Others ‘
Permissive ] Mandatory’ [ Permissive D Mandatory | [1 School Districts [} wTCs Districts
Fund Sourcas Affected Affected Ch. 20 Appropriations '

1 GPr Fep_ [0 prO_[IPRS SEG (Forestry)SEG-S. 2__0_:;.70(5)(bw) & 20.370(5)(av)
Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate : e

SUMMARY OF RULE REVISION - The majority of the rule revision is for clarity, to improve consistancy with Federal or State Sratmmy
changes and to improve customer service. The revision will affect subchapter I - General Provisions, subchapter 11 - Forest Stewardship Program,

subchapter IfI - Stewardlshlp incentive Program, subchapter V - Urban Forcsny Grants‘and subchapter VI - County Forest Administrator Grants,
EISCAL IMPACT -

Revisons to subchapters I, II, and lI‘I\wiﬂ have no fiscal impact.

One of the revisions of subchapter V - Urban Forestry grants, will allow not-for-profit organizations to request advances of up to 50% of the grant
upon awarding of the grant. This will require cutting an additional check for 10-15 grants per year. However, the administrative cost of this will be

offset by additicnal revisions that address ambiguous language that will reduce auditor and urban forestry staff time dealing with reimbursement
requests,

Revisions to SubChap VI- County Forest Administrator Grants will increase the amount of grant funds recieved by each county. Wis. Act #237
signed in May 1998 mandated a revision to this subchapter. _

Long-Range Fiscal Implications ~—
Increased funds available to grant reciepients.

Agency/Prepared by: (Name & Phone No.} Authdiizad Sig aturv r‘éma No. Date l %
Joe Polasek, 266-2794 Q" {D—q




