Mary Lee Powell 0 %%

P.O. Box 415
Dickeyville, WI 53808
‘Secretary, Hwy. 151 Bypass Committee

Dear Sir:

At a meeting on Monday, June 10 the Dickeyville Hwy. 151 bypass committee
noted and passed a recommendation to be taken to the Village of Dickeyville urging
the village to endorse and i 1ssue a resolution to the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation and Rust Engineering, endorsing Bypass Plan 1A modified. Plan 1A
modified promotes Hwy. 151 bypass to the east with Hwy. 35/61 continuing

through Dickeyville and preserves current business of Sunset Lanes and SC Data.

On Wednesday, June 12 at the.repular Village board meeting, the board voted and
formally approved the resolution to encourage the Transportation Projects

Commission and the Wisconsin Department of Transportation to consider approving
Altematlve 1A Modified. B

This letter is to strongly encourage-your support for this project. Enclosed are copies

of the resolutions passed by the Dickeyville Bypass Committee and the Village of
Dickeyville.

Dickeyville Bypass Committee
Village of Dickeyville



RESOLUTION URGING THE ENUMERATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF
U.S. HIGHWAY 151 BETWEEN BELMONT AND DICKEYVILLE
: TO A FOUR~LANE EXPRESSWAY FACILITY

WHEREAS, US. Highway 151 between Dubuque, Towa, and Madison, Wisconsin, is an.

important segment of the state's highway system and is shown op the Wisconsin
Corridors 2020 Plan as a four-lane highway; and

WHEREAS, U.S. Highway 151 is cunently a four-lanc facility between Madison and
Dodgeville, and between Dubuque and Dickeyville; and

WHEREAS, the Dodgeville to Belmont segment of this route has been the subject of a study
completed by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation and jis copsultant, and
was enumerated by the Major Transportation Projects Commission in 1994; and

WHEREAS, since January of 1995 the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, with assistance
from Rust Environment & Infrastructire and in cooperation with the cOommunitics
along the corridor and the Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Plaoning Commission,
has been studying alternatives for a proposed four~lane route between Belmont and
Dickeyville; and

WHEREAS, the Department am Rust have selected a preferred alternative route but the final
route hag not been selected and the process is open for additional comments; and

WHEREAS, the overwhelming consensus of the communities and citizens along the route is in
support of the completion of a four-lane divided highway at the earliest possible

opportunity; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the — Dickeyville Village Board

hereby:

1. Continues to support the need for the construction of a four~lane divided highway
on the U.S. Highway 151 route between Madiso, , Wisconsin, and Dubuque, Iowa.

2. Urges the Transportation Projects Commission and the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation to enumerate the Belmont to Dickeyville segment of U.S. Highway
151 for timely construction to a four-lane facility, to include the Dickeyville
Bypass Alternative 1A Modified,

Dated wis ___ 7 0 day of __. V//uc/ . 19%.
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J Kuepers; Villagé President
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Aalene Schultz, Village Clerk /)
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RESOLUTION URGING THE ENUMERATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF
US, HIGHRWAY 151 BETWEEN BELMONT AND DICKEYVILLE
TO A FOUR-LANE EXPRESSWAY FACILITY

WHEREAS, US. Highway 151 between Dubuque, fows, and Madieon, Wisconsin, is an
important segment of the state's highway systerm and is shown on the Wisconsin
Corridors 2020 Plan as a four~lanc highway; and

WHEREAS, US. Highway 151 Is cumently a four-lane facility between Madison and
Dodgeville, and between Dubuque and Dickeyville; and :

WHEREAS, the Dodgeville to Belmont segment of this route his besn the ‘m‘bject of a study

completed by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation and Its consultant, and
was eyumerated by the Major Transportation Projects Commission in 1994; and

WHEREAS, since January of 1995 the Wisconsin Dapartment of Trausportation, with sssistance
from Rust Environment & (nfrastructure and In cooperation with the communities
aloog the corridor and the Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Plamning Commission,
has been studying alternatives for a proposed four-lane route between Belmont and
Dickeyville; and '

WHEREAS, the Department and Rust have sclected a preferved alternative route byt the final
route has not been selected and the process is open for additional comments; and

WHEREAS, the overwhelming consensus of the communities and citlzens along the route is [n
support of the completion of a four-lane divided highway ot the carlicst posaible

opportunity; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the
» S Yl

1. Continues to support the need for the construction of a four-lane divided highway
oo the U.S. Higbway 151 route between Madison, Wisconsin, and Dubuque, lowa.

2. Urges the Transportstion Projects Commission and the Wisconsin Depurtment of
Transportation to enumerste the Belmont to Dickeyville segment of U.S. Highway
151 for timely - constiuction to 5. fous-lane facility, to Include the Dickevville
Bypass Altemative 1A M . - '

Dated this /7 day of __ , 1996.
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Town of Burlington

State of Wisconsin

32288 Bushnell Road, Burlington, Wisconsin 53105, (414) 763-3070

RESOLUTION
96-8

The Town of Burlington Board is opposed to any Bypass
without a commitment as to the route of the bypass and what
impact the bypass will have on the township.

Introduced and adopted this 11th day of July, 1996 by
the Town Board of the Town of Burlington.

TOWN OF BURLINGTON
BY:

&%EQQQCx 1L6RL’//AQ§;mi%§ Cl&/bLEJ

CLERK /

AYES_ 4 NOEsS_ 1 ABSENT O




Town of Burlington

State of Wisconsin

12288 Bushnell Road, Burlington, Wisconsin 33105, (414) 763-3070
RESOLUTION 95-2

BURLINGTON INNER/OUTER BYPASS

Be it resolved, that the Town of Burlington Town Board is
opposed to ANY bypass alternative that DOES NOT meet all of
the following criteria:

1. An alternative that includes a railroad overpass
sufficiently close to the City of Burlington downtown area
as to accommodate emergency vehicles and associated
personnel. (Alternate "A" is not acceptable for this
criteria)

2. Any alternative through private property 1in the Town
uniess every effort is made to address and minimize each
affected property owners impact and to provide fair
compensation for that impact.

3. Preservation of the "“Land Use Goals" as adopted in the
Town of Burlington Land Use Plan dated 1/27/94.

4. Any right-of-way for a proposed alternative in the Town
shall not exceed in width the standard required for a two
lane highway except initial build, four lane right-of-ways.

Introduced and adopted this 13th day of July, 1995 by the
Town Board of the Town of Burlington.

TOWN OF BURLINGTON
BY:

[l ] S i
(CQAWNAN/" [
ATTEST:

AYES_ “* nNoes | aABSenT O

RES95-2



City of Burlington

City Hall — 300 North Pine Street
BURLINGTON, WISCONSIN 53105
414-763-3717

OFFICE OF CLERK

RESOLUTION NO. 3260(18)

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a true, correct and complete copy of

the Resolution duly and regularly passed by the Common Council of the City of
Burlington, Racine County, Wisconsin, on the 15th day of July, 1996.

Dated this 16th day of July, 1996.

oy

W\

R

NO

Christine A. Kerkman, City Clerk

Wity

City of Burlington

Racine, Wisconsin



Resolution No. 3260 (18)
Introduced by: Committee of the Whole

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF BURLINGTON
EXPRESSING SUPPORT AND
APPROVAL FOR THE BURLINGTON BYPASS

WHEREAS, the City of Burlington has actively and fully participated in the Environmental Impact
Study for the proposed Burlington Bypass; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Burlington strongly agrees with the Statement of Project Purpose and Need
as defined in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Bypass; and

WHEREAS, we feel that a Bypass is critiéal to the future economic vitality and transportation safety
for the area; and

WHEREAS, the City of Burlington strongly supports the construction of a Burlington Bypass as a
major transportation project of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Burlington Common Council fully
approves of the Burlington Bypass as a necessary transportation facility for our region.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that City of Burlington Mayor Jeannie Hefty is hereby authorized
to sign this resolution on behalf of the Common Council of the City of Burlington and to deliver a

certified copy of this resolution to the public hearing of the Transportation Projects Committee on
July 17, 1996 as a very strong showing of local support for the Burlington Bypass.

Introduced: July 15, 1996

Adopted: _July 15, 1996

Attest:

Christine A. Kie“rlqnaix, éity Clerk

city bypass.res



TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING

Wednesday, July 17, 1996
Proposed Burlington Bypass

Public Testimony in Favor of the Burlington Bypass

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Opening remarks from City of Burlington Mayor Jeannie Hefty

Presentation of the City of Burlington Common Council Resolution in favor of the
proposed Burlington Bypass by City of Burlington Alderman James McCourt

Overview and video presentation by City Administrator Mark Fitzgerald

Comments from Racine County Supervisor and former Mayor of the City of

" Burlington Martin Itzen

Comments from City of Burlington Public Works Director James Kaiser

Economic development comments from Gordon Kacala of the Racine County
Economic Development Corporation

Traffic safety comments from Police Chief Ronald Patla

Comments on business vitality and economic development by David Lynch,
President of Lynch Chevrolet

Industrial impact comments from Howard Chesley, General Manager of Tenneco
Packaging, Inc.

Retail and commerce imbacts from Chamber of Commerce President Bil Scherrer
Comments from Paul Miller, President & CEQ, Memorial Hospital of Burlington

Comments from Thomas Lebak, Business Manager of the Burlington Area School
District

Transportation safety and highway service comments from City of Burlington Fire
Chief Richard Lodle

Comments from the Burlington Area Rescue Squad

Closing remarks from Burlington Mayor Jeannie Hefty
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FOR INFORMATION: RACINE COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
4701 WASHINGTON AVE., SUITE 215, RACINE, WI 53406 PHONE: (414) 638-0234, FAX: (414) 638-0250

(PASSIVE PUBLIC PARK)

WETLAND



'BURLINGTON BUSINESS AND OFFICE PARK

Milwaukee

./[\;L Y =

Mitchell (%2
Airport

BURLINGTON BUSINESS
AND OFFICE PARK

GENERAL INFORMATION

Location: City of Burlington, Racine County, fronting State
Trunk Highway 83, 26 miles southwest of Milwaukee
and 15 miles north of the Wisconsin/Illinois border.
Milwaukee’s General Mitchell International Airport and
Chicago’s O'Hare International Airport are 35 minutes
and 65 minutes driving time from Burlington,
respectively.

Developer: City of Burlington.
Zoning: M-3 manufacturing and office park.

Covenants: City of Burlington manufacturing and office park
zoning ordinance designed to protect your investment.

Information: Racine County Economic Development
Corporation (414) 638-0234.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Price: $31,000 per acre, $27,500 per acre over 3 acres.

Financing: Low, fixed rate land financing available. Local,
state and federal financing programs available for fixed
asset and working capital from the Racine Coun
Economic Development Corporation (414) 638-0234.

TRANSPORTATION

Highways: Located directly on State Trunk Highway 83,
Interstate Highway 94 is 23 miles east, State Trunk
Highway 12 is nine miles southwest, Interstate
Highway 43 is 13 miles west and State Trunk Highway
50 is eight miles south of the City of Burlington.

Trucking: Racine County is home to 92 warehousing and
trucking establishments. Parcel service is available.

Air: The City of Burlington is served by Burlington
Municipal Airport, which can handle many types of
business aircraft. General Mitchell International Airport
is 35 miles northeast, in the City of Milwaukee.
Chicago’s O'Hare International Airport is located 65
miles to the southeast.

Seaport: The Port of Milwaukee is located 38 miles northeast
of Burlington.

Wisconsin
Hiinois

Lake Michigan

R

Rail: On-site railway service is not available; however, the City

of Burlington is served by the Wisconsin Central
Transportation Corporation.

PUBLIC SERVICES AND UTILITIES

Sanitary Sewer and Water:

Burlington Wastewater Treatment Plant (414) 539-3646,

Burlington Municipal Water Department (414) 763-2232.
Electric Power: Wisconsin Energy Company (800) 242-9137.
Natural Gas: Wisconsin Energy Company (800) 242-9137.
Telephone Service: Ameritech, Inc.

In State: (800) 924-2000

Out of State: (800) 447-7738

Solid Waste: Served by private contractors hired by individual
users.

Y

FOR INFORMATION: RACINE COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
4701 WASHINGTON AVE,, SUITE 215, RACINE, W153406 PHONE: (414) 638-0234, FAX: (414) 638-0250
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Y Z;w HIGHWAY 151 TESTIMONY
yid TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS COMMISSION

JULY 17, 1996

>~
6,6(41( le"‘;

THANK YOU SENATOR LASEE AND COMMISSION MEMBERS
FOR GIVING ME THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK IN SUPPORT

OF THE HIGHWAY 151 PROJECT BETWEEN DICKEYVILLE

AND BELMONT.

I CANNOT BEGIN TO DESCRIBE TO YOU HOW IMPORTANT
THIS HIGHWAY IS TO THE ECONOMY OF SOUTHWEST
WISCONSIN, AS WELL AS THE ENTIRE STATE. WHEN THIS
PROJECT IS FINALLY COMPLETED, IT WILL GIVE AREA
RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES FOUR LANE, HIGHWAY ACCESS

TO THE MAJORITY OF WISCONSIN AND SURROUNDING

STATES.

THE NEED FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN
SOUTHWESTERN WISCONSIN HAS NEVER BEEN GREATER.

SINCE 1995, OVER 1400 JOBS HAVE BEEN LOST. AT THIS TIME,



THE LARGEST MANUFACTURING EMPLOYER IS IN THE
PROCESS OF CLOSING ITS PLANT AND MOVING TO MEXICO.
AVERAGE UNEMPLOYMENT IS OVER 7% AND THE PER

CAPITA INCOME IS NEARLY $4000 BELOW THE STATE

AVERAGE.

THE PROBLEM IS COMPOUNDED BY SOUTHWESTERN
WISCONSIN’S DIMINISHED ABILITY TO MAINTAIN AND
COMPETE FOR JOBS DUE TO THE POOR TRANSPORTATION
INFRASTRUCTURE. IT IS COMMONLY KNOWN THAT
HIGHWAY ACCESS IS A MAJOR FACTOR FOR RELOCATING A
BUSINESS. ALTHOUGH THIS REGION MAY LOOK
ATTRACTIVE TO PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYERS FOR OTHER
REASONS, IT IS OFTEN PASSED OVER FOR AN AREA WITH

BETTER HIGHWAY ACCESS.

AGRICULTURE - THE AREA’S LARGEST INDUSTRY - IS
JEOPARDIZED AS WELL, BY THE LACK OF A SAFE, VIABLE

ROAD SYSTEM.



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IS NOT GOING TO OCCUR
WITHOUT A FOUR-LANE HIGHWAY. IT WILL BE NOT ONLY
THE RESIDENTS OF SOUTHWESTERN WISCONSIN WHO WILL
SUFFER, BUT THE ENTIRE STATE .

(/ﬂ(f 7
HIGHWAY 151 CONNECTS IOWA TO THE STATE’S TOURIST
ATTRACTIONS AND PROVIDES WISCONSIN BUSINESSES WITH
A LINK TO THE GROWING MARKETS IN THE SOUTH AND

WEST.

{THE IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION EXPECTS TO
COMPLETE HIGHWAY 61 FROM DUBUQUE TO THE QUAD
CITIES BY THE END OF 1998. HIGHWAY 61, ALONG WITH A
NUMBER OF OTHER MAJOR HIGHWAYS, FUNNEL INTO
HIGHWAY 151, OPENING UP SOUTHWEST WISCONSIN, AND
INDEED THE ENTIRE STATE TO THE COMMERCE OF MUCH
OF THE NATION. EVERY YEAR THAT THIS PROJECT GOES
UNFINISHED MILLIONS OF BUSINESS AND TOURISM

DOLLARS ARE LOST.



SOUTHWEST WISCONSIN IS WELL KNOWN FOR ITS
HISTORICAL AND SCENIC BEAUTY. MTQF TIME AND
MONEY HAS BEEN SPENT ATTRACTING VISITORS. SINCE
THERE IS VIRTUALLY NO OTHER PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION,
TOURISTS RELY ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON THE HIGHWAYS.
THUS, ROADS WHICH ARE ALREADY HEAVILY TRAVELED
ARE BECOMING EVEN BUSIER. THE EXTRA LANES ARE
NEEDED TO ENSURE SAFETY AND IMPROVE THE FLOW OF

TRAFFIC.

THIS IS THE LAST SEGMENT OF HIGHWAY 151 TO BE
UPGRADED TO FOUR LANES. IT IS THE NECESSARY
COMPLETION OF OUR HIGHWAY BACKBONE SYSTEM. THE
PEOPLE OF SOUTHWEST WISCONSIN HAVE WAITED 25 YEARS

FOR THIS HIGHWAY TO BE BUILT, IT SHOULD NOT BE

TUces
=0 o p 05T re

DELAYED ANY LONGER. 7 ker< 15 ~°
v e3a 7 bt Toms 284 oF:

I HOPE THE TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS COMMISSION

WILL LOOK FAVORABLY ON ENUMERATING THE HIGHWAY

151 PROJECT FROM BELMONT TO DICKEYVILLE.



END

END




Transportation Project Commission
Highway 12 (Ski Hi Rd - 190/94) Hearing
July 17, 1996

Baraboo Area Speakers

Gene Dalhoff, Executive Director, Baraboo Area Chamber of Commerce
Lt. Rich Sereg, Sauk County Sheriffs Department
Eugene Hackbarth, Sauk County Planning and Zoning

Mel Rose, Sauk County Board Chair

Wayne Farber, Mayor, City of Reedsburg

Dean Steinhorst, Mayor, City of Baraboo
James Bowers, Village of W. Baraboo

Terry Kramer, City (of Baraboo) Engineer

Karna Hanna, Executive Director, Sauk County Development Corporation
Chris Anderson, President, Baraboo Area Chamber of Commerce

Gene P. Dalhoff -
Executive Director




(608) 3568333

SRR, b . PO. Box 442
FAX(608) 356-8422 g;,,

R CRAMBER OF COMMbRCE B

N 1‘: Transportatmn PrOJect Commlssnon Hearmg
i nghway 12 (Ski Hi Rd - I90/94) Hearmg
T ’<”";'July 17 11996 BN

My name 1s Gene Dalhoff and I am the Executlve D1rector of the Baraboo Area Chamber of

ey -Village of W. Barahoo the Town of Baraboo Sauk County, Sauk County Development

f ,Corporatlon, and private busmesses ‘We have come together: today to express to you our..
S v_jcommon concern for the 1mprovement of H1ghway*’12\ﬁ'om Sk1 I-11 Road to Interstate 90/94

- i f 'Our partrclpatlon here today is in part due to the encouragement of the Department of
R Transportatron to mclude the wants; desires, and concerns,of local citizens in the planmng
: f_process of" transportatron pro_lects throughout the State. 'We want to. thank: the Department of

By  Transportation for this consideration and opportunity, and for helping to furnish the mformatlon "Q SN

g " necessary for usto make informed decisions on what we believe is the best course of actlon G
e 'vregardmg the necessary unprovements for Hrghway 12 1n the Baraboo area

e *“‘ : fﬂf' The umﬁed message we express to you today is the result of over 2 years of drscusstons between' 7 - ;f
.. the diverse parties the are affected by Highway 12 in the Baraboo area, mcludmg mumc1paht1es it

Vfagncultural commerclal and industrial busmess commumty orgamzatrons and private

" individuals. - Representatrves from these various parties joined together in a’committee .
ot 'coordmated by the Chamber of- Commerce to. 1dent1fy what can be done w1th Hrghway 12 to

. best serve the needs of the Baraboo ‘area as a whole. In domg S0, these various parties have done -

- , ,[;. : somethmg that has been v1rtually unheard of in local pohtlcs they have reached a consensus..
SRR »Though the process was not easy and took several months the work of these partles 1s grass

S ;'_(froots democracy at 1ts ﬁnest

1

! | vThe process has now come ﬁJll crrcle At the urgmg of the Department of Transportatton, our

2 commumtles have ‘miet and discussed what we believe the future should hold for I-Ilghway 12

53 _value local input in your: declsron ‘making’ process, and we stand before: you today to ofer that
3 mput Today ‘you will hear 1 many of the concerns that we. have regardmg the need for -

; :;nnprovement of Hrghway 12, and why we believe these concerns need to.be addressed as soon PR
- aspossible.’ -Together, we stand before 'you today as a umﬁed group to request enumerauon of RS
S \the Hrghway 12 preject in the Baraboo area R . N Tt

© ' Bamboo, Wi 53913

- ‘Commerce. - With me today are representatlves ﬁ'om the City. of Baraboo “City of Reedsburg, - g

‘ - 'We have addressed the agncultural commercial, mdustnal municipal, envrronmental and, most :
o unportantly, the safety concerns regardmg this stretch of the ‘highway. - You ‘have said that you ool
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STATISTICS FOR HWY 12
COMPILED BY THE
SAUK COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

¢

Total Accidents that occurred on Hwy 12 From Ski Hi to I90/94 only:
- Total Accidents on Hwy 12 for 1994-89

Total Accidents on Hwy 12 for 1995-73

Total Acdidents on Hwy 12 for 1996-44 (Jan-Jun)

The following a001dents occurred on Hwy 12 and the nearest intersection as
indicated below.

CIOSest Crossroad with Hwy 12 1994 1995 1996

Ski Hi Road . - 13
Lehman Road 1
Skillet Creek Road

S Gasser Road

Hwy W :

Carpenter Street
Tinkham Trail

Locust Street
Chestnut Street

Maple Street

Hwy - 33/136/Linn Street
Berkley Blvd

Log Lodge Court
Terrytown Road

0ld 33 Road

Pit Road

Hwy 33

N- Reedsburg Road
Shady Lane Road

Moon Road

Ferndell Road

190/94.
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Classes of Ac01dents on Hwy 12 in Sauk County’

1994

182 Property Damage Accidents

89 Personal Injury Accidents

1 Fatal Accident (Hwy 12/Shady Lane Road/one person died)

1995

169 Property Damage Accidents

51 Personal Injury Accidents

2 Fatal Accidents (Hwy 12/S Gasser Road)"

(Hwy 12/N Reedsburg Road/three persons died)

1996 (Jan-Jun)
64 Property Damage Accidents
30 Personal Injury Accidents



Accidents on Hwy 12, sorted by Township

Township

Baraboo

Delton

Prairie du Sac

Sqmpter

Village of West Baraboo

Accidents on Hwy 12 in

1994
65
65
21
50
32

1995

. 67

43
21
45
29

1996
le
25
10
15
17

1994-16 drivers
1995-21 drivers
1996- 5 drivers

Sauk County that were Alcohol Related



Hello, My Name is Eugene Hackbarth and I am a life long resident of Sauk County, having
operated a family farm for the past years. For the past years, I have been a member
of the Sauk County Board of Supervisors. I currently serve on the Planning, Zoning and Land

Records Committee and serve as the Chairperson of the Agricultural, Extension, Education and
Land Conservation Committee.

I 'am here today to speak on the behalf of the members of the Sauk County Planning, Zoning and
Land Records Committee, which is a standing committee of the Sauk County Board of
Supervisors. As a committee, which is comprised of seasoned decision makers and long time

county residents, we agree that the improvement of Highway 12 is essential to future of Sauk
County.

Over the years, Highway 12 has suited Sauk County very well, serving as the County’s main
North-South arterial. However, in the past few years, Sauk County has had to deal with

increasing growth pressures, making the route a safety hazard and I feel it is only going to get
worse.

ON WHAT GROUNDS DO I BASE THIS ASSERTION?

As a decision maker, I have noticed an increased level of requests for the establishment of
subdivisions and rezonings before the County Board. This activity means more people -- and

more people means more traffic --- and more traffic means that the safety on this vital route
becomes more and more tenuous.

Some of the specific problems I believe that could be remedied by the proposed Highway 12
expansion include:

PROBLEMS WITH ACCESS:

The increased traffic has made it harder for people to enter onto and exit off the roadway from
local businesses. People who are frustrated by traffic, become aggressive and make a space for
their vehicle where there is none. This problem intensified due to the fact that Sauk County
attracts a high level of vacationers -- all who seem to be in a hurry wherever they go.

INCREASING STRAIN ON SECONDARY ROUTES:

The longer you live in an area, the more tricks you learn about how to get around and avoid
high traffic area like Highway 12. Historically, many local residents have chosen to avoid

Highway 12 and use County Roads to move around. They might take longer- but there was also
little traffic along these routes.



SAUK COUNTY WEST SQUARE BUILDING
505 BROADWAY, ROOM 140

BARABOO, WI 53913
A w PH: (608) 355-3500
Q (o7 A

S COUNTY BOARD CHAIRPERSON
Yau

July 17, 1996

Members of the Transportation Projects Commission

I am Melvin Rose, Chairman of the Sauk County Board of
Supervisors. I wish to speak in support of enumeration of Highway
12 from Ski Hi Road to the interstate at Lake Delton.

This section of highway is one of the busiest roads in the
area. It carries local, comuter, and freight traffic that comes
off Highway 33 heading north to the interstate, or south to Baraboo
and Sauk City. The highway is vital to the economy of Sauk County,
and safety for motorists is of great concern.

I served on the study committee for Highway 12 from Sauk City
to Middleton a number of years ago. At that time we were told to
project traffic numbers and highway needs twenty years hence, and
determine what would be necessary for safe travel at that time.
Using that same reasoning for Highway 12 in the Baraboo area, we
are looking at improvements to be made by year 2008, and to serve
the area twenty years beyond that.

There is no doubt in my mind but what anything short of a four
lane highway would be inadequate thirty-two years from now. I
would, therefore, ask that Highway 12 in the Baraboo area be
enumerated now in order to provide safe transportation and safe
highway travel for local motorists, as well as tourists who come
into the area to visit Devil’s Lake, Circus World Museum, the
International Crane Foundation, Mid-Continent Railway Museum, Lake
Delton and Mirror Lake areas, and Ho-Chunk Casino and Bingo which
is located on Highway 12.

Two-thirds of the Sauk County population lives in the eastern
onethird of the county. With Baraboo being the county seat,
housing all the county offices and the court system, many citizens

and employees need to travel Highway 12 to conduct business and
reach employment.

I wish to express my appreciation for the opportunity to
appear before you for safety sake. I thank you in advance for your
favorable consideration.



CITY OF REEDSBURG
: 134 SOUTH LOCUST
REEDSBURG, WI 53959

608/524-6404

July 16, 1996

Transportation Projects Commission
WI Department of Transportation
Bureau of Program Management
4802 Sheboygan Avenue; Room 951
Madison, WI 53705

Gentlemen:

The City of Reedsburg strongly supports the improvement of USH 12 and specifically
that segment between Ski Hi Road and 1H 90794, USH 12 is an important
transportation link for the City to Madison, southern Wisconsin, and as an alternative
to IH 90/94,

The City of Reedsburg is an important regional employment center outside the State
metropolitan areas. Especially over the past 15-20 years the City has aggressively sought
to assist existing businesses and industries expand and to recruit new employers to the
City. This has resulted in the creation of over 2110 jobs in the industrial sector, a
healthy retail climate, numerous new job opportunities in the service and construction
sector and a low unemployment rate. Coincident with this the City property tax has
lowered to rank 120 of the State’s 189 municipalities.

Tourism is also vital to the economic well being of Reedsburg. Reedsburg is part of the
Wisconsin Dells/Lake Delton/Baraboo triangle. As the starting point for the 400 Trail,
with its historical heritage, antique malls, and less bustling pace, it offers another and
different vacation and recreational alternative.

Needless to say, safe, efficient tra nsportation is fundamental to the continued economic
success of Reedsburg and the surrounding area the City serves. Whether it is business
traveling to or from Madison, tourists taking an “alternative route to the Dells,” or our
citizens availing themselves of the health, cultural, or other opportunities available in
Madison. An improved USH 12 will facilitate these and more. “

In 1995 the City had approximately 185 ambulance transfers between Reedsburg and
Madison area hospitals. Reedsbury is rightly proud of its health care facilities,
Reedsburg Area Memorial Hospital and associated clinic and nursing home. However,
it is not economically feasible to locally handle and treat more severe health and patient
needs. We need to be able to transport efficiently and safely to Madison area health
facilities those patients needing additional care. That gives our citizens the best of both
worlds; excellent local health care and ease of access to more advanced care in Madison.
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Communities like Reedsburg are a vital part of the fabric of Wisconsin. The continued
vitality of our communities is crucial to the overall economy and quality of life for our
great State.

Please favorably consider the USH 12; Ski Hi Road - IH 90/94 expansion. It will reduce

travel time, substantially improve safety and be of great benefit to the City of
Reedsburg. We urge the recommendation of this project for enumeration.

Respectfully,

(}ﬂj“ %—‘Z /
L. Wayne;;arber, Mayor
City of Reedsburg

JAV/jmb

GARATA\WFMEN100\USHIZIMP.LTR

TOTAL .23



MAVOR STEsWHeLST

TALKING POINTS FOR ROUTE 12 UPGRADE

I. The City of Baraboo is quite interested in
. improvements being made to Rte. 12 from Ski-Hi Rd.
to Lake Delton. Particularly want:

A. Improved four lane bridge over Baraboo
River.

B. Four lane controlled-access from Top of
the Bluffs to Lake Delton

II. City’s Direct Interest, More access to Existing
and New Industrial Pks. on City’s West Side

Two (2) Industrial Pks:

A. Madalon contains four of City’s Largest
Manufacturing Employers.

1.) Perry Printing
2.) Flambeau Plastics
3.) Sysco Foods

4.) Seneca

Estimated 210 semi trucks per day from
this Park alone and nearly 300 from all
City industries on to Rte. 12.

B. New Deppe Mandt Pk. at corner of CTH W
and Rte. 12

1.) Future Home of Baraboo Tent & Awning
2.) 64 acres for medium-large manufac-
turing concerns



JUL—-1S—-96 MON 11:23

USH 12 Truck Usage
Trucks/Day

Baraboo Concrete 15 M-F
Baraboo Sysco Foods 70 M-F

Sysco Suppliers 70 M-F
Flambeau 9 | M-F
Humane Equipment 4-6 avg, M-F
NECO/Hammond
Perry Graphic Communications : 225’3 0
Seneca 25-30 avg. M-F

(November & December are
light months with not much going on)

Teel Plastics 16
Toro Distribution 40 slow months M-F
(Toro inbound trucks bring product to 90 busy months M-F

distribution center - does not include
outgoing trucks delivering product from
distribution center to stores. January -
May are busy months.)

**Each truck generates two trips, one incoming and one outgoing. Usage may be from factory
north on USH 12 to 1-90-94 at Lake Delton interchange, south from factory towards Madison, or
portion of USH 12 between USH 12 and STH 33 intersection to factory.)



-'Good morning (afternoon).

My name is Jim Bowers and I am here as a representative of
West Baraboo Board of Trustees, as well as District 13
Supervisor for the Sauk County Board of Supervisors.

I appreciate this opportunity to &ddr=2ss the Transportation
Frojecis Commission, as I feel enumeration of US Highway 12
improvements is vitally important at this time, as well as
prompt completion of these improvements.

On January 18, 1995, the Highway 12 Study Committee drafted
& consensus statement recommending immediate improvements to
existing Highway 12 from south of Ski Hi Road to the
junction with Interstate 90-94. As the Highway 12 Study
Committee consisted of a diverse cross section of the City
of Baraboo, the Village of West Baraboo, and the Town of
Baraboo, the West Baraboo Board of Trustees fully supported
and endorsed the committee's recommendations. This support,
along with that of the city, the township, and the county,
truly made it a consensus statement.

Wisconsin DOT figures indicate this stretch of highway to be
unsafe as it currently exists. Regardless of future routing
of Highway 12, the current corridor must be improved as soon
as possible to solve current problems. As the ma jority of
traffic on Highway 12 is local, a bypass completed in 20-25
years will not change current conditions on Highway 12.
Instead, improvements on Highway 12 may make a bypass, along
with its much higher cost and damage to the beauty of Sauk
County, unnecessary.

Improvements are long overdue and are necessary to increase
traffic capacity, improve access, and improve safety. Since
the drafting and subsequent endorsement of the Consensus
Statement, the village's Planning and Zoning Committee has
been working with the township's board to develop
eXtraterritorial zoning to control future development within
the village and township, particularly along Highway 12. We
are prepared to make difficult decisions and Wisely invest
tax dollars to aid safe travel along existing Highway 12.

We trust the Wisconsin Department of Transportation and the
TPC will work in a cooperative effort with the local
residents to help make this happen.

Thank you.



Outline Comments
for
Transportation Projects Commission

Terry Kramer
Professional Engineer

employed by city for 13 years as Dir. Pub. Wks. and City
Eng.

Mayor touched on traffic

ambulances - Baraboo 250 year

Tourists -Devils Lake, North Freedom train, Dells, Circus

Industries 210 - 300 trucks per day

present industries have expanded - future ? Karna Hannah

Growing area that utilizes Hwy 12 as economic backbone

traffic increases by 2.5 times in my 13 years

12 & 33 7790 south 11980 north to 18000 south 26,400 north

W & 12 now handling as much traffic as 12 & 33 did in 1984

Traffic projections made 5 or 6 years ago are being neared
or exceeded.

This portion of 12 handling as much traffic now as lower 12
did when first try for enumeration in 1992.

Environmental will be done shortly so no need to delay
enumeration.

Signals - electronic bandaids
W & 12 and Chestnut & 12
have and will reduce number and severity of accidents
roadways not engineered for traffic

Corridors 2020
established in 1989 or 90
Identified a number of roadways as important to the State
great strides have been made to upgrade
Hwy 12 identified as a multilane Connector

Quote in this book "Corridors 2020 is not a final plan, but
rather a dynamic process". This hearing is a part of that dynamic
process. The ever increasing traffic demands on this portion of
roadway are very dynamic in nature. Enumeration will allow Hwy 12
between Ski Hi Road and IH 90/94 to proceed realizing that even

if enumerated this year improvements will be 8 to 10 years in the
future.



Transportation Projects Commission

Public Hearing - Janesville
Wednesday, July 17, 1996

USH 12
Ski Hi Road - TH90/94
Sauk County

Good afternoon.

My name is Karna Hanna. I am the Executive Director of the Sauk County Development
Corporation, a public non-profit corporation that has promoted the economic well-being of
Sauk County citizens for the last 20 years. Our agency is funded by the County and
multiple municipal jurisdictions throughout the County. Our work is overseen by a 12
member Board of Directors representing the member jurisdictions.

The Board of Directors of the Sauk County Development Corporation has been on record
for many years in support of the Highway 12 project from Middleton to 190/94. Speaking
specifically about the segment from Ski-Hi Road to the interstate, the Corporation urges
that the Transportation Projects Commission enumerate this project now and seek funding
for construction of this segment as soon as possible.

Clearly, expanding Highway 12 to four lanes from Ski-Hi Road to 190/94 will increase the
competitiveness of existing businesses, enhance the attractiveness of several industrial parks
in the County for new businesses, and provide a safer, more efficient transportation ’
corridor for the thousands of tourists who visit our area attractions.

USH 12 is the most essential transportation corridor in Sauk County. Consequently, the
highway needs to operate at maximum efficiency and safety standards to facilitate the
movement of both goods and people.

As part of my testimony, I would like to distribute two handouts. The first is a list of
manufacturing and related businesses in Sauk County. The number of employees and
location of each industry is noted on the inventory. The second handout is a table of Sauk
County Labor Force Data, depicting the number of people in the labor force, the number of
unemployed, the unemployment rate, and the number employed.

The manufacturing inventory only tells part of employment story. The service sector is the
largest employer in Sauk County. Other major employers include Ho-Chunk Casino which
employs 1,200 people and is located directly on USH 12, Sauk County which employs 720,
the Reedsburg School District with 336 employees, Reedsburg Memorial Hospital with 27 0

1



employees, the Baraboo School System with 420 employees, and St. Clare Hospital
(Baraboo) with 360 employees.

Other major employers and traffic generators located directly on the Highway 12 corridor
include Wall-Mart, K-mart, Pierce's Pick'N Save grocery store, and numerous restaurants
and motels. Two other important regional facilities in the County that are served by USH
12 are MATC in Reedsburg and the UW-Center in Baraboo. .

Sauk County tourism businesses are also highly dependent on Highway 12 as a commuting
route for their employees and as a major artery for tourist traffic. Sauk County Chambers
of Commerce and the Wisconsin Dells Visitor and Convention Bureau work together to
promote the movement of tourists among the various attractions.

Some of the major attractions that rely on Highway 12 include The Dells, Ho-Chunk
Casino, the International Crane Foundation, the 400 Bike Trail, the Mid-Continent
Railway Museum, Circus World Museum, and Devil's Lake State Park. Many tourists also
use Highway 12 to travel to the Merrimac Ferry and the Wisconsin River, Taliesin, and
House on the Rock. Sauk County ranks third in the state in the amount of dollars
generated by tourism. We want to maintain our position in this respect and an excellent
transportation system is vital to meeting that goal.

First, I want to address the issue of how immediate improvements to USH 12 will increase
the competitiveness of existing businesses. The ability to move goods and people in a timely
fashion is imperative to the economic well-being of Sauk County businesses.

I would like to emphasize that the economy of Sauk County is very regional in nature. Due
to the high volume of two-income families it is common for many people to live in one
community and work in another. This situation contributes to an increasing amount of
year-round traffic on Highway 12 as people move from one community to another to live,
work, play and shop.

Over the last twenty years, Sauk County businesses have steadily grown, in the levels of
service and sales, volume of production, and the number of employees. We have every
expectation that these trends will continue. This growth contributes to increased
patronage, truck traffic and the number of people commuting to work.

As you will see from the Labor Force Data, there is a clear trend of lower and lower
unemployment in the County combined with a growing workforce. Sauk County
‘businesses need their employees to be able to travel to work safely with minimum time
delays. I am very concerned that if the expansion of Highway 12 is delayed for another ten
years, that existing businesses will suffer greatly because it will take longer for employees to
get to work and because materials will move in and out much more slowly.



Secondly, I am certain that an expanded Highway 12 will increase the attractiveness of the
area to new businesses. Without fail, one of the first questions I am asked by a prospective
business is how far the building or site is from the Interstate. USH 12 is that direct link to
190/94. The number of miles is important, but I know that travel time is an even more
essential component in this equation. Just-in-time deliveries cannot wait.

The Ski-Hi to 190/94 segment of USH 12 directly serves 6 municipal industrial parks: one in
- Sauk City, one in Prairie du Sac, three in Baraboo, and one in Reedsburg. Five Sauk
County communities (Reedsburg, West Baraboo, Baraboo, Prairie du Sac, and Sauk City)
are directly dependent on Highway 12 as a prime transportation corridor to serve existing
and prospective businesses. The BarabooBaraboo/Dells Airport is also located on the Ski-

Hi to 190/94 segment of USH 12.

In conclusion, I think that it is apparent that many existing and prospective businesses in
Sauk County are intrinically linked to Highway 12. I and the Sauk County Development
Corporation Board of Directors urge you to enumerate the Ski-Hi to 190/94 segment of
USH 12 now, and to support funding of this project as soon as possible.

Thank you for your consideration.

Testimony of?:

Karna Hanna

Executive Director

Sauk County Development Corporation
PO Box 33

Baraboo, WI 53913

Phone: (608) 355-2084
(608) 355-2083

Karna O. Hanna
Executive Director

""Where business soars with eagles’’

2~ SAUK COUNTY
|

Box 33, Baraboo, WI 53913-0033
(608) 355-2084 ¢ (608) 355-2083 fax
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 1984-1996

SAUK COUNTY, WISCONSIN
SAUK COUNTY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
1984 16.7 16.1 16.1 12.0 9.6 8.7 9.1 8.0 8.1 9.0 11.7 13.8
1985 13.9 14.3 13.9 11.1 7.8 7.2 7.2 7.5 7.0 7.7 10.1 11.1
1986 12.9 13.7 13.3 10.6 7.7 7.5 8.0 7.1 6.9 7.6 8.7 9.8
1987 11.2 10.9 10.1 7.1 5.5 5.6 5.7 5.3 5.8 6.2 7.8 8.8
1988 10.2 9.7 8.8 5.5 4.4 5.0 4.5 4.1 4.1 3.8 4.7 5.0
1989 6.5 6.9 6.8 5.3 4.7 4.9 3.6 3.6 4.5 4.9 5.2 5.2
1990 7.5 7.9 7.6 5.9 4.4 3.8 3.8 4.4 4.5 4.4 5.3 6.2
1991 8.4 9.0 9.1 7.2 5.5 5.4 5.8 5.2 5.6 5.1 5.9 6.2
1992 7.7 7.9 7.9 5.6 4.9 5.8 4.9 4.9 4.8 4.5 5.7 6.1
1993 7.3 7.5 8.2 7.4 5.8 5.; 4.1 3.6 3.8 4.2 5.4 5.8
1994 7.2 7.9 7.2 5.9 4.4 4.1 3.4 3.4 3.4 3.7 4.3 4.5
1995 56 5.7 5.3 4.5 39 37 3.4 2.6 2.7 3.1 3.7 3.8
1996 5.5 5.8 5.2 4.2 3.3

ANNUAL CHANGE BY MONTH

84-85 -2.8 -1.8 -2.2 -09 -1.8 -1.5 -1.9 -0.5 ~1.1 -1.3 -1.6 2.7

85-86 -1.0 -0.6 -0.6 ~0.5 -0.1 0.3 0.8 -0.4 -0.1 -0.1 -1.4 -1.3

86-87 -1.7 2.8  -32 -3 =22 -19 23 -1.8 -1.1 -14  -0.9 -1.0

87-88 -1.0 -1.2 -1.3 -1.6 -1.1 -0.6 ~1.2 -1.2 -1.7 -2.4 -3.1 -3.8

88-89 -3.7  -2.8 -2.0 -0.2 03  -0.1 -09 . -0.5 0.4 1.1 0.5 0.2

89-90 1.0 1.0 0.8 0.6 -03  -l.1 0.2 0.8 0.0 -0.5 0.1 1.0

90-91 0.9 1.1 1.5 1.3 1.1 1.6 2.0 0.8 1.1 0.7 0.6 0.0

91-92 -0.7 -1.1 .12 -1.6  -0.6 0.4  -0.9 -0.3 -0.8 -0.6 0.2  -0.1

92-93 -04  -0.4 0.3 1.8 09 -07 -0.8 -1.3 -1.0 -03  -03 -0.3

93-94 -0.1 0.4 -1.0 -1.5  -14 -1.0 -07 -0.2  -0.4 -0.5  -1.1 -1.3

94-95 -1.6 2.2 -1.9 -1.4  -0.5 -0.4 0.0 -0.8 -0.7 -0.6 -0.6 -0.7

95-96 -0.1 0.1 -0.1 -0.3 -0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

UNEMPLOYMENT TREND ANALYSIS

YEAR AVE MIN MAX CHANGE AVE MIN MAX
1984 11.6 8.0 16.7 84-85 -1.7 -1.0 2.4
1985 9.9 7.0 14.3 85-86 0.4 0.1 -0.6
1986 9.5 6.9 13.7 36-87 -2.0 -1.6 2.5
1987 7.5 5.3 11.2 87-88 -1.7 -1.5 -1.0
1988 5.8 3.8 10.2 88-89 -0.6 0.2 -3.3
1989 5.2 3.6 6.9 89-90 0.3 0.2 1.0
1990 5.5 3.8 7.9 90-91 1.1 1.3 1.2
1991 6.5 5.1 9.1 '91-92 -0.6 -0.6 -1.2
1992 5.9 4.5 7.9 92-93 -0.2 -0.9 0.3
1993 5.7 3.6 8.2 9394 0.7 0.2 -0.3
1994 5.0 34 7.9 94-95 -1.0 -0.8 2.2
1995 4.0 2.6 5.7 9596 0.8 0.7 0.1
1996 4.8 3.3 5.8

Source: Wisconsin DILHR: U.S. Burcau of Labor Statistics
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Testimony before the Department of Transportation Enuméra_tion Committee
Janesville, WI '
July 17, 1996

My name is Christopher James Anderson. I am President and CEO of Badger USA. Inc. Wearea
manufacturer of energy saving equipment for lighting systems. I am also President of the Baraboo Area
Chamber of Commerce and represent the industrial division on the Chamber’s Board of Directors.

I moved to Sauk County in 1979. Soon afierward, I realized I now lived in an area whose citizenry were
noted for their independence. I don’t want to sav natives are closed minded but thev do tend to be
somewhat set in their ways. Like many rural communities the folks around Sauk County are fiercely proud
of the specific area they live in. The Village of West Baraboo, the City of Baraboo, the Town of Baraboo,
the Town of Delton, the Citv of Reedsburg, Sauk City, Prairie du Sac, etc.

When the Department of Transportation, through its representatives from Strand and Associates, mentioned
we could accomplish more on behalf of Highway 12 by forming a consensus among area citizens. I -

thought never in a million years! How could we draw such a diverse group of people together to form one
opinion on orne subject as potentially controversial as improving Highway 12? I thought about that,

The concem for safety on Highway 12 has been an issue for as long as I could recall. Highway 12 is an
important traffic resource which involves the commercial livelihood of our Chamber’s professional, retail. -
accommodations and attractions members. The Chamber’s industrial and agricultural members were
certainly affected by their ability to ship, receive and deliver raw materials, farm supplies and finished
goods along Highway 12. Why not see what we could accomplish.

The Chamber had recently determined one of its missions was to provide leadership for the community.
Why not form the Highway 12 Consensus Committes and seewhat we could accomplish? Don Larson.
owner of our local Chevy, Buick, Cadillac Geo Dealership volunteered to chair the committee. The
Chamber invited folks from all walks of lif to join the committee and voice their opinions. We published
meeting notices in the local newspaper and held regular weekly open meetings at noon on Mondays at
PaPa’s Restaurant/Quality Inn Motel.

In the beginning, I thought I had been right from the start. Different factions were “positioning™
themselves. They stated what they wanted to see done with Highway 12 not necessarily what might have
been right for the public in general. The Village wanted this, Towns wanted that, and Sauk County wanted
the other. At first the City was well represented but somewhere in the middle seemed to lose interest

altogether. Farmers wanted one thing, naturalists another, while homeowners wanted something else
- entirely. It was a mess,

We drafted what we thought was a document which listed evervone's general point of view. That
document turned out to be the turning point. Members of the committee could focus on the details of the
document rather than who might have proposed them. We cut and pasted. reworded and rewrote the entire
statement until we could all agree on what we felt represented our best interests.

Having a first draft in hand, we procesded to make our views known to wider and wider groups of people.
We took it to local service clubs and often got it published in their newsletters. We published the statement
in the newspaper and presented it to citv. village. town and county elected representatives. We made
changes along the way but in the end, I can proudly say, we were able to achieve consensus.



S

I was, and continue to be, impressed with the citizens of Sauk County both directly and indirectly
influenced by the condition of Highway 12. Today a widely diverse cross section of people have voiced
their united concerns about the section of Highway 12 from Sky Hi Road to its intersection with Interstate
Highway 90/94 in Sauk County. They are mayors, supervisors, other elected officials, business people,
economic development professionals, leading farmers, law and traffic enforcement, planners and ordinary
property owners who travel the road daily. They have taken valuable time from their busy schedules to
appear before this committee because Highway 12 is a disaster right now. Traffic counts only tell part of
the story. Deaths and personal injury bring it home. In our opinion, this portion of Highway 12 has been
woefully neglected for the past 10 to 20 years. It needs to be corrected now and we’re depending on you,

the members of this enumeration committee, to take the necessary steps to make the corrections a reality.

Thank you,

Christopher J. Anderson



1.D. 1674-00-00 IH 90/94 to SKI HI ROAD, A USH 12, Sauk County

In response to existing and projected traffic congestion as

well as safety concerns on United States Highway (USH)12 Wisconsin
from Lake Delton to Ski Hi Road, the Wisconsin Doils
Department of Transportation is proposing roadway

improvements.

Laks Delton

The purpose of the USH 12 Improvement Project is to
provide an efficient and safe transportation system for the
USH 12 corridor from IH 90/94 to Ski Hi Road that:

* improves travel service;

* serves business, industrial, agricuitural,
commercial, and residential development needs;

* increases regional accessibility; and

* meets Corridors 20200bjectives. Sauk

County
Key components of the project purpose include reducing
traffic congestion, decreasing the crash frequency, and
improving access within the Greater Baraboo Area.
Improvements are warranted due to:

* The local importance of USH 12. USH 12 is a primary Project Location
route to area workplaces, businesses, shopping, and

personal trips. Of the 27,000 VPD USH 12 carries in West Baraboo during the summer months, up to 11,000 VPD of it is local
traffic.

The importance of USH 12 to the Baraboo area economic and tourism center. The combination of two state parks, Circus
World Museum, Mid-Continent Railway, numerous Wisconsin Dells attractions, Greyhound racing, and the Ho-Chunk Casino
make this project corridor a major tourist destination. USH 12 serves as a main route to many of these attractions as well as

one of Sauk County’s primary commercial and industrial districts; West Baraboo’s commercial strip and Baraboo's industrial
park.

* The regional and interregional importance of USH 12. This portion of USH 12 is a major west-east arterial route across south-
central Wisconsin and is classified as a connector in Wisconsin’s Corridors 2020 Plan.

The high existing and projected traffic volumes using USH 12. Current summer traffic volumes are up to 160 percent above
the desirable limit for two-lane rural highways. Projections indicate that traffic volumes will increase from 36 to 60 percent over
the next 25 years. When these projections are realized, traffic will be over 240 percent above the desirable limit for a two-lane
highway. Section A will have summer traffic volumes 44 to 63 percent above the current average daily volume of any other
two-lane rural roadway in Wisconsin. At this traffic level, most side-road intersections will cease to operate and system failure
will occur frequently. Typical travel speeds in Section A will range from 45 to 49 kmph (28 to 30 mph) and travel speeds from

33 to 43 kmph (20 to 27 mph) will not be infrequent. Flow disturbances, traffic backups, and even traffic flow stoppage will
occur frequently.

Current traffic volumes create small gap distances between vehicles for eight continuous hours during a typical summer day.
Small gap distances restrict vehicles from accessing USH 12 and foster hazardous crossing and turning maneuvers. Critical
gaps are unavailable 70 percent of the time in the summer from 11 A.M. to 7 P.M. for vehicles trying to access USH 12. As
traffic increases, the availability of a critical gap will decrease, severely limiting the operation of intersections and driveways.

Crash rates for portions of this coridor are above the state average for similar highways. Existing and future high traffic

volumes will increase the exposure to poor roadway safety characteristics. With existing roadway deficiencies, and traffic
volumes growing, crashes can be expected to increase.

e Safety and congestion problems have grown to a point where 94 percent of travelers surveyed desire a USH 12 facility
improvement.

USH 12 congestion and safety problems will become more acute as time progresses and failure to address the above deficiencies
will severely strain the existing USH 12 transportation facility. The cost for four lane improvements addressing these deficiencies
ranges from 31 million dollars for the On-Alignment Alternative, to 55 million dollars for Off-Alignment alternatives.




ASWDT AADT
1994 | 18,600 15,000
2005 | 21,000-23,000 17,000-19,000
2020M| 24 000-26 000 19,000-21,000
2020 27.000-30 ,000 22,000-24.000
ASWDT AADT
1994 | 27,300 22,900
2005 | 31:;000-33,000 27 000-29,000
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1994 | 11,600 9,300
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HIGHWAY 12 STUDY COMMITTEE
Consensus Statement Regarding Highway 12 Improvements
Final Draft
January 18, 1995

BACKGROUND:

The 'Highway 12 Study Committee was assembled to investigate, review, discuss, and ultimately,
make a recommendation for the best, most acceptable solutions to improving US Highway 12 from
Ski Hi Road to Interstate 90/94. Our goal was to arrive at a consensus opinion which would reflect

the interests and concerns of the majority of people affected by the project(s) in the greater Baraboo

area.
COMMITTEE COMPOSITION:

The committee is made up of a diverse cross section of Baraboo, West Baraboo, and Town of
Baraboo people. They are retail, financial and commercial business people, tourist and recreational
industry representatives, industrial managers, city, village, town, and county representatives, land

owners, utility operations personnel, agricultural and agribusiness representatives and private

residents.
RECOMMENDATION:

Although we are opposed to a bypass of the existing corridor at this time, the committee favors a
three step approach to solving the immediate and long range traffic needs on USH 12 from Ski Hi
Road to I 90/94. Step I should begin immediately. Step I should only be taken when traffic counts

exceed the capacity of Step I, and Step III should only occur when capacity of traffic counts afforded
by Step II are exceeded.
STEP1

Figures offered by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation confirm what we believe is true;
USH 12 from its intersection with STH 136 and 33 south to its junction with the four lane stretch
south of Ski Hi Road and the section north of improvements made in 1994 are not safe as they exist.
Abnormally high accident rates and increasing traffic counts coincide with local views that
improvements to USH 12 have been woefully neglected. Repairs and upgrades along this corridor

are long overdue. Therefore, we strongly recommend that the existing corridor be improved and

upgraded to accommodate 4 lanes of travel immediately.
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Monies budgeted for scheduled maintenance and future upgrades need to be applied to the project
now. We feel additional funds are necessary and the process for obtaining those funds should begin
in earnest.

A. The immediate upgrade of the existing USH 12 corridor should extend improvements made
in 1994 north to I 90/94 and south from Linn Street to the four lane section beginning just south of
Ski Hi Road. The improvements should expand the corridor to accommodate four lanes with a
divider featuring turn lanes and arterial traffic signals where necessary.

B. The bridge spanning the Baraboo River should be upgraded and widened to accommodate
four lanes of traffic as soon as possible.

C. The stretch from CTH W south to STH 159, should be designed with turn lanes, median
widths, and special access to accommodate agricultural equipment safely.

D. The sever easterly curve at the place known as "Point of Rocks" just south of STH 159
should be made gradual by going east further into the quartzite outcropping. See attached map.
SUMMARY:

USH 12 should be upgraded immediately on its existing corridor. The improvements we've listed
need to be completed by the year 2000. An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for this purpose
should be completed by February 1996 to clear the way for the project. Monies should be allocated
from the appropriate funding programs for improvements to expand the corridor to 4 lanes and
funding for improvements to and expansion of the Baraboo River Bridge should be obtained from
the "High Cost Bridge" fund.

This committee is confident improvements outlined in Step I will safely accommodate projected
traffic counts beyond the year 2025.

STEP II

If projected traffic counts warrant the necessity for further improvements after the existing corridor
has been upgraded to four lanes, a two stage approach to bypassing the commercial/agribusiness

zone between Ski Hi Road and Interstate 90/94 should be considered.



Page 3

A. Land should be purchased to accommodate a bypass beginning approximately one mile
north of STH 159 approximating corridor #5 and ending just south of 190/94. The new corridor
would travel west of the existing corridor and would run north and south straddling the section line
immediately to the west of the current USH 12 corridor where ever possible. The exact route should
be determined by land surveys and negotiations with land owners to establish a roadway which is the
least disruptive to them and the environment. A suggested route is attached and designated as
corridor #6.

B. The initial bypass project should be a two lane limited access highway, however, enough
land should be purchased to accommodate two additional lanes which would eventually make the
bypass a full four lane limited access highway if traffic needs warrant the expansion.

C. The bypass should allow local traffic to exit and enter at its south end north of STH 159 and
at the north end just south of I90/94. Interchanges should be placed for local traffic at CTHW,
STH 136, Terrytown Road, and STH 33. We recommend circumventing Hanger's woods just south
of Hatchery Road and the quartzite cliff located on the Dillman/Moe property by staying east of
those two landmarks. We also recommend staying as far east as possible just south of STH 33 to
avoid fragmenting the forest located there.

We favor the modified route over corridors 2,3,4, & 5. However, since corridor #6 is merely a
combination and linking of corridors #1, #3, and #5, we do not believe corridor #6 will be met with
significant opposition by landowners, engineers or environmentalists.

D. The benefits to corridor #6 are many. Number six allows for a direct path along section lines
where ever possible. We believe staying along section lines may be preferable to land owners and
disrupt less farm acreage than proposals which cross seétion lines.

E. The bypass' interchange located at CTH W allows access to Baraboo's Industrial Parks with
their heavy truck traffic, the Sauk County Court House, the Sauk County Jail, Huber Center and

Baraboo's downtown commercial district.

As the route continues north, it spans the Baraboo River and C&NW Railroad tracks at their most

opportune crossing.
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F. Continuing north, the STH 136 interchange allows access to West Baraboo, with its high
concentration of motels, Convention Center, fast food restaurants, and shopping centers.

G. The Terrytown Road interchange permits traffic to enter residential West Baraboo and
commercial establishments from the north and allows for the route to curve to the West meeting up
with Corridor #3.

H. Corridor #3 continues north all the way to the northernmost end of the project. The
interchange at STH 33 allows for access to STH 33 west to Reedsburg, gas and auto dealers, the
Baraboo Dells Airport, the agribusiness complex with Wisconsin Dairies Cooperative, Tri-State
Breeders, and Equity Cooperative, and Ho Chunk Casino and Bingo.

I. The northernmost exit and entrance allows for added accessibility to Ho Chunk.
SUMMARY:

If future traffic counts warrant bypassing USH 12 after upgrading it to a four lane roadway, we
believe the corridor we have designated as #6 affects the least amount of farm land, is least
detrimental to the environment and represents the lowest cost for land acquisition and bridge
construction compared to other corridors presented. Elected representatives from West Baraboo, the
Town of Baraboo, the City of Baraboo and Sauk County favor limited access and a restricted
development zone bordering any new roadway. Corridor #6 is less disruptive to these government
entities' planned commercial developments as evidenced by their land use planning and zoning
master plans. Finally, #6 maintains a reasonable distance from existing residential areas. This
should mean increased safety and reduced noise for citizens residing in the immediate area.

STEP III

At such time as through traffic counts warrant, Corridor #6 should be expanded to four lanes.
CONCLUSION:

We have reached a consensus for improving USH 12 for the near term and well into the 21st century.
The existing corridor needs to be upgraded immediately and, though we understand the term
"immediately" can represent two to five years in terms of road building, there is an urgency here

which should not be understated. The current situation on USH 12 is critical. When the existing
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corridor is improved, it will accommodate traffic at least until 2025. At that time Step I
construction for a limited access bypass could begin. The committee is confident a two lane limited
access highway working in conjunction with the improved existing corridor can handle local and
through traffic needs beyond the year 2050.

The plan offered by our committee allows for highway improvements as they become necessary but

allows for future improvements in a logical step by step process. We are confident this method will

save valuable taxpayer dollars as a result.

BROAD SUPPORT:

This consensus paper has been presented to the following organizations in the greater Baraboo area:
Baraboo Area Chamber of Commerce (12/21) ~ Baraboo Manufacturers Association (12/5)
Sauk County Development Corporation (12/12)  Baraboo Business Improvement District

Baraboo Economic Development Corp. (12/15) The Baraboo Rotary Club (12/14)

The Kiwanis Club of Baraboo (12/13) The Baraboo Lions Club
The Optimist Club of Baraboo (12/19) The Friday Morning Forum (12/9)
Baraboo Golden K (12/15)

Finally, this consensus paper has been approved and adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Town
of Baraboo (12/12), the Village of West Baraboo (12/8), Common Council of the City of Baraboo
(12/13), and presented to the Sauk County Committee on Planning and Zoning(12/27) and adopted
in full by the Sauk County Board on January 18, 1995. We anticipate full support by Senators
Joseph Leean and Dale Schultz as well as Representatives Ben Brancel and Sheryl Albers.

We believe our recommendations should be acted upon with the utmost urgency and are willing to
help the Wisconsin Department of Transportation in making the improvements to USH 12 a reality
as soon as possible.

Respectfully,

HIGHWAY 12 STUDY COMMITTEE
January 18, 1995
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