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. . : DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS
State of Wisconsin \ Wisconsin Emergency Management

2400 WRIGHT STREET

PO BOX 7885

MADISON, WISCONSIN 53757-7865

TELEPHONE: (BDB; 262-3232

FACSIMILE {808) 242.3247

264-HOUR EMERGENCY HOTLINE
1-BO0-B43-0003

DATE: “Tanuary 14,1999

TO: ~ Govemnor Tommy G. Thompson
Congressional Delegation
State Legislators
County Emergency Management Directors

FROM: Steven D. Sell, Administrator .
' _ Wxseonsm Emez‘gencv Managemem Wi M) .

:-' -SUBJECT-'- ANNUAL NATL’RAL D}:SASTER DAMAGE R}EZPORT -

This reporr summarizes W1scr.>nsm s na?:ural dlsaster expenenaes since 19 71 and also ciescrzbes t%ae events
occurring in 1998. Each of the listed disasters was deemed 1o be beyond the capabilities of this State and
the affected local governments and a request was made for federal disaster assistance. The broadest
scope of federal assistance is made available when a Presidential Major Disaster Declaration is issued.
Since 1971, Wisconsin has received 21 such declarations and 23 since 1965, primarily for flooding and
tornadoes.. The State's last Major Disaster Declaration was received in August 1998 when Milwaukee,
Racine, Rock Sheboygan and Waukesha Counties were affected by heavy rains, flash flooding, and
severe storms. '

.'.'_Wiscensm has also recewad ﬁwe Presadenﬂai Emerﬁﬁncy Declaratioﬂs since. }9’?1 111 these mstances the

- federal ‘government determined it was not necessary to make available a broad scope of programs, asina

Major Declaration, but instead made limited assistance available. The State’s last such declaration was
recewed in 1984 fer tomadoes which occurred in three northcm counties.

When a-given: dlsaster does not quahfy for etth'er a Preszdentlai Major Disaster or Emergency
Dec;iarat;on the United States Deparimsnt of Agﬂculmre (USDA) Farm Services Agency (FSA) and the
Small Busmess Administration (SBA) Disaster Loan Pregrams may be requested on a county~by county
basis.

The State of Wisconsin has had more than its share of major disasters since the beginning of this decade;
in fact, we have had 11 Presidential Major Disaster Declarations since 1990. This compares to only six
such declarations in the entire decade of the eighties. Some counties have been involved in two and a
few in three of these declarations.

As 1998 began, WEM was still very much involved in administering the Presidential Disaster

Declaration received in 1997. It was for torrential rains that caused overland and riverine flooding, as

well and storm and sanitary sewer back-up in four southeastern counties; Milwaukee, Ozaukese,
Washington, and Waukesha. The storm constituted the worst downfall in more than a decade and was, in
fact, referred to by some as a “once in a century” rainfall. More than $37,000,000 in state and federal g8y

stornL.
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After escaping any significant spring snowmelt flooding in 1998, we were hopeful that the remainder of
the year could be equally disaster-free. Our hopes were dashed however, on May 31 when a severe storm
travelled across the state, generating record wind gusts that peaked at 109 mph. Three deaths were
attributed to the incident, as were dozens of injuries. In its wake, the storm caused widespread damage in
28 counties. Hundreds of homes sustained damage, thousands of trees were blown down and power
outages were widespread. Initial damacre assessment Figures compiled by county emergency management
directors set losses at almost $54 million and a Presidential Disaster Declaration was requested for the 16
most severely affected counties. The request was denied, as was a subsequent appeal.

A couple of weeks later, from June 18 through June 30, the State experienced another extraordinary siege
of severe weather. Warmer than normal temperatures and high bumidity levels, combined with a strong,
relatively stationary jet stream, resulted in downburst winds, tornadoes, heavy rains and flash flooding.
Duxmg this time, the Severe Storms Predmnon Center issted - 17 severe weather watches, nameiy 12
severe thunderstorm watches and 5 tornado-watches. The average number of ‘:-'«atches issued annually in
the State is 38. An equaﬁy swmﬁcant numbe:r of Wammcrs were issued, thh that number equalin g about a
60% of those issned azmuaﬂy '

As a result of the severe June weather, hundreds of homes and farm structures sustained damage.
Thousands of acres of trees on both public and private lands were blown down, creating a tremendous
debris clearance problem. Power outages were widespread, with numerous private non-profit rural
electric cooperatives in the western part of the state being affected. Initial damage assessments set
public and private sector losses at almost $48 million. Again a Presidential Disaster Declaration was
requested and this time granted, but for public assistance only in 14 counties.

Another extremely active severe weather pattern occurred in southern Wisconsin during the period of _
' Augast 5.through 7, 1998. Siow-mevmg thuﬁderstorms dnmped anywhere from five to ten’ inches of rain-

in a three to five hour period and resulted in flash flooding or urban/small stream flooding. Thousands of

homes were damaged to one extent or another, hundreds of which had water above the first floor. Many
sustained structural damage, with basement walls bowing or collapsing. The flooding also affected a
pumber of bnsmesse:s., some of which were temporarily or permanently forced out of operation.
Tragmaliy, two young bmys Jost ﬁ}e}r lives as a result of the flooding.

When all mmal da_mage_ figexres were complled for the pu_bhc and private sectors they amounted to almost
$55 million in losses. Most of the $44 million in private sector losses were uninsured, as flood related
losses are not covered by the standard homeowners insurance policy. The severity of the storm and
significance of the uninsured losses once again prompted a request for a Presidential Disaster Declaration
for four Wisconsin counties. The declaration was granted for both the public and private sectors and a
fifth county was subsequently added for public assistance only.

The final major event of the season occurred on August 23 when severe storms and tornadoes swept
through east central Wisconsin, particularly Door County. The storms destroyed homes and businesses,
damaged crops and downed trees and power lines. At one point, 10,000 customers in Door County were
without service. Fortunately, no one was killed, but several individuals were injured. Initial damage
assessment figures compiled by the county indicated that disaster-related costs exceeded $6.5 million. A
Presidential Disaster Declaration was requested to assist with these costs, but it was denied, as was a
subsequent appeal.
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Thus, 1998 was unprecedented in that the Governor requested four Presidential Disaster Declarations.
The four incidents which prompted those requests resulted in more than $163 million in disaster damage.
While insurance and federal disaster assistance helped cover some of these costs, the State of Wisconsin,
its citizens and local governments shouldered the greatest share, especially for the two incidents which
were not declared.

Compounding the significance of those disasters which are Presidentially declared, is the fact that the
State of Wisconsin averages three to five severe weather disasters every storm season for which no
federal disaster assistance is requested. They are incidents which would not gualify for a Presidential
Declaration, but which still place a substantial burden on the impacted local governments and the State.
Altogether, these are very real and extraordinary costs which the people and municipalities of this State
have paid. " In 1998 such mcndents included a series of thunderstorms which caused damage in West .
Central Wisconsin on May 15, a very éeva,sﬁanng storm system that caused damage in Crawford, Grant,
and Walworth ceunnes on July 19 and 20 and résulted in more than $2 million in damage, and a very
unusual wingd storm in November that downed power lines and trees in southem Wisconsin.

As we enter the next millennium, we in state and local government must continue to emphasize
mitigation and the importance of its role in the emergency management cycle. While for years our jobs
have focused on doing a good job of reacting to disasters, we must now place equal emphasis on being
proactive. Floodproofing and acquisition projects such as those carried out in recent years in Darlington,
the City and Cousty of Eau Claire, and on Trenton and Blackhawk Islands and those in process in the
cities of Milwaukee, Brookfield, New Berlin, Menomonee Falls, and Wauwaiosa, serve to prevent or
minimize damage when disasters do occur. These are exciting and challenging times in emergency

e _managamem aﬁd we look forward o meetmg the chaﬂenves nto the next century

In closm g, Wzsconszn Emergency Maﬁacement is mde’bted to the many ‘State and iecal mvernment

agencies that have cooperated in conducting damage inspections and obtaining the data necessary to
request and receive federal assistance. It is because of this excellent spirit of cooperation that the State
of Wisconsin has been able to respond promptly and efficiently to the needs of its disaster victims.

Attachment
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January 14, 1999

RATURAL DISASTER DAMAGE IN WISCORSIN

1871 - December 31, 1998

STATE AND STATE AND
NUMBER OF FEDERAL MONEY FEDERAL MONEY ESTIMATED DAMAGE

YEAR FENT COUNTIES BRECEIVED RECEIVED PUBLIC PRIVATE TOTAL

{For Public or {For Privaw or {Gov't. Prop. {(imdiv. Prop.,

Gov't Assist ) indiv. Agsists & Facilities) Crops, & Facilines)
1873 Fioods 24
i Tornadoes 7 130,000 4 2211000 2.211,000
1972%> Floods 4 450,000 1,406,000 i GIKILO0G 2,000,000 Z.600,000
i Floods 35 2,000,000 F0-12,000.000 2 4,000,000 20,006,000 24,000,000

3,200,000 3
19740 Tomadoes - 4 L 100,000 500,000 £12,135 8507040 8518375
(1974%*%  Rain, Hail,

o Frost. & Drought &8 06,2096 850 4 350,000,008 250,000.000
j97s* Flood & E33.500 1800000 2433500
1975w Fleod and

High Wind 4 591,922 200,000 5 1,451,200 3,791,000 5,242,200
1975 Army Worm
Infestation 2 G 3] £ 4] 8,100,000 #,300,000
19FE%= Ice Storm 22 €,000,000 125,000 ¥ EA50,674 42 028 665 50,478,339
g CLiagvgesss Dioughio . o o066 UBESSZS0 . 119576674 5 1,000,000 425000000 £24,000,000
1977 Tornado 6 e 0 9 222,000 6,036,500 £.258,500
1977 High Winds
hauka and Hail 13 616,257 TO4.440 piis 34 488,900 26278287 60,767,187
1978**  Flooding and
Torsadoss % 5.000,005 20,745,150 il 11,662,450 29,710,820 3137327
197G%=*  Snow 3 962000 4
19§0****  Forest Fires 3 28810 TR 300 4,000,000 1.235,000 3255000
1980¥ Hizh Winds,
Heavy Rains i1 ¢ 63.600 3570833 £.904,000 10,474,933
198G High Winds,
Tornadoes,
Heavy Rains 4 2.367.824 iz 4,115,380 E468,000 153,243,650 159.711.650
1980 Fiooding & O G 2R03.000 3032217 5.885.217
s Tornadoes 2 TI5364 i3 11168320 14 850,850 26,568,000 21,449,850
1@R4****  Tomadees 3 31,333 G 2138500 6,423,222 28,558,722
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Iaﬂa‘sﬁ 14, 1999

STATE AND STATE AND
NUMBER OF  FEDERAL MONEY FEDERAL MONEY ESTIMATED DAMAGE
YEAR EVENT COUNTIES RECEVED RECEIVED PUBLIC PRIVATE TOTAL
{For Public or (For Private or {Gov's. Prop. (fndiv. Prop.,
Qov't Azsist) Indiv. Assist} & Facilinesy Crops, & Facilides)
1985+ Formadoes,
High Winds,
Hail, and
Lighuning 3 ¢ i 1018300 8,928,380 9946, 580
1955 Flooding 3 [ i} 1.327.000 1,339,000 666,000
1956%* Flooding r 071,083 THET267 i3 4,262,300 15,737,500 20,000,000
1986%* Flooding 8 4 3,148,856 15 267,005 5,628,125 3,895,125
1990 Fiooding/Tomadoss i7 6,471,328 7.340,68% iz A.600.000 16524222 21124222
AP Flooding | i 0 1,369,602 is 2245205 3.984,532 6,228,758
1961 *= Severe _Sésh_‘ns!‘ﬁigﬁ - 3,850,598 Y ig 3,696,000 . 23001 283 26,607,253
: Winds - '
1957w Tomadoes i 3,054,759 4 20 5.362.500 2,020.000 14,380,500
19z Tornadoes 1 945,138 351,881 2 1,800,000 8,301,500 10,101,900
1597%* Fiooding 0 2143715 136,402 22 1517000 15,838,286 17,755,286
1953w Flooding, &7 ] 26,683,822 4 271,761,899 ey £7.000,000 TO0,000,000 T4 000,000
Tornadoes,
Storms, apd
Heavy Ragn - .
-:Tmaéacsfsevm:'-s.ibm 2 26 " N 1,155,750 o 3,50‘3,39‘(}. R 9394;543. I
1996 Fiooding i3 s - - 4589, 700 194,356,539 195,526,238
L ing6es Flooding/Tornadoes z 28 2450,545 - 11,366,650 42,748,000 61,114,650
1997** . FloodingHeavy riins & 4 ri'] 9,443,383 37,620,733 17.064.246 TO687.000 87,731,946
L 1988%  Highwipdslsevere stoms 36 30 . . 5,852,845 47,802,964 53725 808
1908** High winds/severe storms 14 3 8,579,136 - 11,115989 36,806,899 47,522 888
19098 Severe sormsfficeding 5 2 6,924,805 26,538,621 687,348 44,028,738 54,713,084
1398+ Tornadoes/severe storms 1 i3 - - 13,500 £.509.050 6,524,550
TOTALS 452 o 41 5 IR ZAT 314 ZA1LARRDRS 2829931403
{See Footmotes on following page)
= Presidential Dissser Declaraton Applied for; Denled by Pedersl Government
b Fresidensinl Diraster Dechaton Approved for Stae
o USDA-BB A Disaster Declaragons Approved Upon Governor's Request
Fhn Presidentinl Emsrgency Declareton Approved Upon Governor's Reguen
Rkid Reguest for Presidential I7saster Declaration pending
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lanuary 14, 1999
Federal Govemnment agencles {Small Business Adminisiration and Fapmers Home Administration} provided low-cost Joans with

forgiveness featres (part of prmc:x;;a? canceled) to private home owners, businessmen and farmers.

FmHA made loans on the 1973 flood retroactively. Loans were made for 10 1o 12 million dollars, with approximately 4 10 6 million
doliars being cutright grants or loan forgiveness.

SBA loans with approximately half of the amount being forgiven.
FmHA made over 6,700 loans '{5 percent) to Tarmers, totating over $106.000,000 in obligated funds.

In private sector, inchudes grants for individuals and Small Business Administration and Farmers Home Administration loans, In additon,
the USDA-SCS expended in excess of $1,000.000 in soil conservation measures activities.

Loan assistance was reguested from USDA-FmHA. Denied by FmHA who stated this was 2 cyclical phenomenon and not eligible under
their regulations,

The public assistance for governments, was responsive. The $125,000:s a combination of monies received by individuals for
anﬂmpicrvmem mmpensaﬁen fﬁs indm&.a} and Fﬁmzl}; Gr&n s, and f&r 88A and FmHA loans.

Losses znclude fire éamava e 1{3{:31 vavmmem fomszs amz siate znd Em:a? ezc}vﬁmm;.m ﬁrf: ﬁ,.,hﬁnsz COSLS, “The grc:at ma}c}rsty of Easse;s
were to farmers in lost: prcdl,crmn and income due io reduction in CIop yields; The Hay Tmnspamtwn Assistance Program paid out 4 total

o g e

of $7,757,515 to farmers. ‘Through the payments. from the Emergency Livestock Feed Program farmers received a total of $9,039:430.. The

Fzrmers Home Admsinistration approved 2.857 Emergencv Digaster Eoans for a total of $78,264.990. FmHA slso approved Emergency
Livestock loans totaline $2.584.300. The Smiall Business Administration approved applications for Physical Damage Loans for wells in
the amount of $164,700. In terms of public assistance, 37,792,800 was paid out ander the Commurity Emergency Drought Relief
Programs. A towd of $625,000 was provided by HUD in the form of Commanity Development Granis. When all Drought Programs are
combined, total federal monies paid out are $119,434,924. This Sgure represents 19 percent of the §624,000.000 in losses attributed 1o the
drought,

A Presidential Disaster Declaration was regquested for this particular incident and denied. Subsequent requests for disaster éasignations.
were made 1o SBA and FmHA and approved by both. Despite such assistance, more than $222,000 in public damages had to be absorbed
by the state and local governments. Also, most of the 35,766.500 in private damages zmd 5276 000 i pmaze ﬂlﬁxi}’ damauas nad o be

as’

reqoesied for the July 4 incident with 2 subseguent amendment to that request being filed to inclade the July 30 damages. The declaration
request and amendment were dended in spite of the fact that the public and private damage figures for both incidents totaled $57,267, IS’?
The resuhzng burden placed on stai:f: and Jocal governments and individual citizens and farmers was overwhelming., Anemergency.
deglaration, #2048.EM, was c"mmed for the 10 counties suffering damage during the July 4 incident. This declaration only provided for

Temoval of downsd timber on pblicly owned Jands o avern fire hazsrds. A total of 92 project applications were approved, with 2 1otal of

$542,160 being disbursed. Requests were made 16 SBA and FmHA for disaster designations for all 12 counties involved in-July 4 and July
30 incidents, and for the August 31 incident which involved Marathon Ceumy Approved applications for all three occurrences totaled
$704,440. This assistance aliowed citizens and farmers to obtain long-term, low-interest loans {1 percent for the first $10,000 - 3 percent
for the next $30,000) for real and personal property losses sustained as a result of the storms.  Business loans were also made available.

This figure includes over $800,000 in home Ioans and $2.000,000 in business loans made through the Small Business Administration;
approximately $750,000 given in cutdght grants through the Individual and Farmily Grant Programg and more than $15,800,000 in loans
through the Farmers Home Administration. It also includes $244,52% paid out throvgh the Emergency Conservation Messures Program
and $981,031 through the Set Aside Disaster Program.

This disaster marked the first time that the Pederal Emergency Manngement Agency implemented costsharing for the public assistance
program and mandated that the state and Jocal govemnments pay for 25 percent of eligible costs. The Governor's Office, WEM, and local
officials worked diligently to overtom FEMA's policy, maintaining that It was contrary 10 the Intent of Congress in passing Public Law
93-288, the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Moreover, FEMA chose to implement the new policy without prior formal netification 1o the
states and in an arbitrary manner. This is evidenced by the fact thaet various states were able 1o negotiate different rates of cost-sharing,
such as the 90/10 agreement obtained by the State of Arizona. The Governor eventually signed, under protest, the federal-state agreement
patting the program o effect,
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The Public Assistance Program included 4 projects (Jowa County. Town of Brigham, Wisconsin Conservation Corps, and the Village of
Barneveld.) Final payment was made o the Village of Bameveld on Apnl 10, 1987,

As a resull of FEMA-710-DR, the Small Business Administration approved 63 project loan applications totaling $3,683.600. The
Individual dnd Family Grant Program approved 64 grants wotaling $171.967. The Farmers Home Administration approved 484 loans for
$11,168,220.

As g result of FEMA-T70-DR, the Small Business Administration has approved 649 loan applications towding 35,568,000, The Individual
and Family Grant Program approved 1,154 grants rotaling $1.468.667.

As g result of FEMA-775-DR, the Small Business Administration has approved 237 loan applications totaling $2.562,600. The Individual
and Family Grant Program approved 519 grants totaling $386,236.

Thzs was the first declaration received by the state subsequent to the passage of the amended disaster law, Public Law 100-707, The Robert
T. Stefford Disaster Rebef and Emergency Assistance Act. The law expanded eligibility under the public assistance program and also
made & new Hazard Mitigation Grant Program available under Section 404.

Both individual and pa"hiic assistanice were requested, however, ondy individual assistance was granted in this declaration. A 3uosequent
a;;paal forthe pub}zc assistance pmvmm was nlSO de'm:d The bulk of public damage was to the Lake Tomah Dam and the T e‘nah
Wa&wmaie ’I‘reame:m Facz;zty IR

This écciarauon was made by the ?femdenz ot Aaqxsst 6, 1991 for public assistance only, 28 most of the losses to the private secier WETE
covered by insurance. The Farmers Home Administration Emergency Loan Program was also made available.

This request for a Presidential Disester Declaration for Public Assistance was originally denfed. An appeal of the denial was made on July
27 and the result of the appeal was that a declaration was granted.

This figure represents the amount of assistance provided by the Individual and Family Gram Program and Crgis Counseling Grant, It does
not inchude the amount of assistance provided by the Disaster Housing Program and the Small Business Administration.

"This figure represents the arnount of assistance provided by the Individual and Famaly Grant Program. It does not include the amount of

asg:smnce ggroviaeé b}g z?ze DiS%ST,E}I' H{msz'w varam ané the Smail Busmess Admmszr&ﬁen

F@rzy C;sumes declamé for both ﬁ}dwmz:al and- P&%;hr: Assistance programs, and anmzi'xer seven for Inmwdsal Assistancs, lnc:zx:.%f:m pem)d
for the declaration was June 7 - Augnst 25, 1993,

Funds disbursed to date include §5,008,211 in Community Development Block Grants, $1,525,000 in Community Services Biock Grants,
$1,019,305 in Federal Highway Administration Emergency Relief Funds, srong other programs. Over 600 state and local governments
have received almost $2C million in grants through the Public Assistance Program. The cost share for this declaration under the Public
Assistance Program was mr:.reased from 73% to 90% federal (FEMA) funds with the State spﬁmqa the rerhaining 10% with the apfphcam

Funds disbarsed include 2id w the agriculvorsl community totaling $230,742.262; loans through SBA for individeal and businesses
totaling $10,3984,929; 840 Individual and Family Grants totaling $1.492.267; and Disaster Housing Grants for $3,944,158. Close to 4,300
people applied for disaster assistance through the FEMA programs.

Low-interest loans were made available by the Small Business Admindstration. Information is not available as to the number of loans
approved and the amosnt

Both the original request for a Presidential Major Disaster Declaration and a subsequent appeal were denied. The private damage figure
reflects an estimated $1 80 million in crop losses.

A Presidential Disaster Declaration was declared on Aogust 2 for Public Assistance only. An appeal 1o have Individual Assistance added
o the declaration was demied. Green County was declared eligible for low-interest loans from the Small Business Admdnistration.
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Damage figures are based on original estimazes received from county emergency menagement direciors. Mare than 14,000 mdividaals
spplied for assistance from the Disaster Housing, Small Business Administration and Individual and Family Grant Programs. This
represents the largest Individual Assistance Program ever administered in the State. Public Assistzncs and Hazard Midgation Programs are
still being administered. When completed, it is estimated that glmost $6 million will be pald out in the Public Assistance Program ($4.3
million has zlready been disbursed) and that approximately §5 million will go toward Hazard Mitigation Grants.

Request for Presidential Declaration was Genied on the basis that most of the losses were oovered by insurance and thal the TOmaning cosls
were within the capebilities of the State and local governments. A subszquert zppeal by the Governor was also demed.

The Presidential Declaration included only Pablic Assistence and Hazard Mitigation, even though ﬁ*xciz’s idual Assistance was also
requested. This exclusion was appealed, however the appeal was also denied on the basis that most of the private sector losses were
covered by insurance, The $8,579.1%6 in public sector funding represents monies obligated at this time and includes more than 56.6
million from the Public Assistance Program and almost $7 million from the Hazard Mitigaton Gram Program

The $6,924.806 in public sector funding represents monies obligated at this time and includes more than $2.4 million for the Public
Asgistance Program and abmost $4.5 million from the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, The private sector figore represents the total of
loans from the Small Business Administration ($12,479,500), Disaster Housing Grants (58,824,255}, Individual and Family Grants

{54, 967 493), ﬁ’%ﬁ E}'saswr %mm;ﬁoymeﬁi Assmarice ngram {83, 25 3?5{‘2 the Cnszs Caurseimg Proﬁram {"264 121,

Rﬁquast for Fmszdemza} D\,ci&raawn was dumed ot i‘he bas;s *ha‘ mcsz Df the Eesscs were cov e?“ed T‘s}f insurance and that the remaining cests
were w;thm zhe Vapamhnac of the State and k:)c:ai g«:wemman{s A sabsequmt appeal by the Governor was also éemed

ACRONYMS

USCE = UNITED STATES CORPS OF ENGINEERS

USDA = UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FmHA = FARMERS BOME ADMINISTRATION

SBA = SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

HUD = HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

FEMA = FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
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NATURAL DISASTER ACTIVITY BY COUNTY
(1971 to present)
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e 5 \VETERANS /

AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 4FFAIRS

30 West Mifflin Street, P.O. Box 7843, Muadison, WI 33707-7843
(608} 266-1311 FAX (608) 267-0403

1-800-947-8387 (WIS VETS)

Tommy G. Thompson, Governor

Ravmond G. Boland, Secretary

TO: Legislator and Staff
Wisconsin State Legislature

FROM

DATE:  January 19,1999

RE: Bipartisan Commission on Veterans Benefits

Enclosed is a copy of article from the Milwaukee Journal refating to a congressionally appointed
commission on veterans’ benefits. The committee recommends the first major overhaul in veterans’
benefits since World War Il, including improvements in two of the most popular of all government
programs, the G Bill's educational program and home loan program.

The educational proposal if adopted by Congress would pay full college costs for veterans who
served at least four years on active duty. The proposal would include the cost of the college or
university, plus a $400 dollar a month stipend. The Department of Defense would also have
authority to the make the G! Bill benefit transferable to a servicemember's family members as a re-
enlistment incentive,

The commission also recommended combining some military and veterans’ health-care benefit
programs and allowing those in the military to invest in tax-deferred retirement accounts, similar to
401 (k) accounts available in the private sector. The commission also recommended extending
low-cost health insurance to families for 18 months after separation from military service.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss this further, please feel free to call me at (608)
266-3081.
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VIGIL. FOR PEACE - Mothers' Day‘

-- www serve com/v1g11forpeace

: - Target Project ELF for Elimination

e blihen taxpayer subsidies for programs that damage the

| ‘environment and waste taxpaver dollars. The U.S. Navy's

-’ Project ELF was cited as an: example of government at its

"] worst; and was recommcnded for chmmauon that would 5ave

$60 rmlimn over five: years, ol

- Thereport, Green Sc:ssors ’99 Cutrmg Wastefu! and

: Enwronmenta!{y Harmﬁd Spending, targets 72 federal
..programs moiudmg subsidies for the timber mdnsuy and the .
" oil and coal giants. The report quotes’ USs: Senator: Russ

1 are serious -about cutting Coid War anachmmsms which
: '.hawe outlived their missions."

= Sen Femﬂoid has for the thzrd tlme miroduced the
i b “ELF Termination Act," now Senate Bill 128, wi;:ch

. |' would end funding for the transmitter. Us.

' or the wildlife living near it." (Ashland Daily Press; Sept. 27,
| 1994) The ELF transmitter sends orders.to nuclear-armed
o US and Bnnsh submarines around the wor}d and has been

1 the object of ¢citizen opposztaon for 30 years. |
=t “The ELF antenna uses huge ; amounts of exn“emely Jow
ey frcquency (ELF) electromagnetm radiation to- -generate a
- | "signal that can encircle the earth-and reach submarines as

‘| they patrol deep undersea. ELF pollution has been the subject
I of intense scientific scrutiny, since a National Institutes of
. Health panel voted June 24, 1998 that such eiectromagnetw
| fields should be considered "possible human carcinogens.” -
-(Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, June 25, 1998) A 1996
National Research Council report also noted that some
studies had found a "weak but staustmalh sxgmﬁcant" link
‘between electromagnetic radmtmn and the’ mmdence of
childhood leukemia. =~ | -
"It's outrageous that our hard eamed tax dollars subsidize
electronic Weapons svstems that are killing us even in
| peace time,” said John LaForge, and organizer with
| “Nukewatch and the Coalition to Stop Project ELF. "With so
many federal representatives opposed to Project ELF, it's 1s a
prime example of the military corrupting the democratic
process,” LaForge said.

Please 30&9 us.

Envawnmentahsts, Taxpayers, Congressmen

1 A report released by Friends of the Earth, Tax;ﬁayers for _
 Common Sense, the U.S. Public Interest Research Group and
the Coalition to Stop. PrOJect ELF reconunends cutting $50.8 :

"_Femgoid (D-W1) as saying, "By termmatmg ‘Project ELF, we -
-1 would save ‘between: $9-14 million a vear, and signal that we -

. site -and called for an immediate

- Representative Dav id Obey (D-W1) has said, "The Navy has -
| never been able to provc that the system is safe for the people -

99:9 - Week 760 See our we_‘;ﬁ-site at:

* §ohn LaForge from Nukewatch told us abQut the 30 year

old, informal schooi of nonviolence which operates in
northem Wisconsin at the ELF site near Luck. ‘Thousands
of people have witnessed to their desire for peace by
pamcapatmg inthe dozens of protest demonstrations at the
site. And in 10.years, 455 people have committed nonviolent
civil disobedience by crossing the line onto the site of this
first strike military communication system that may be

gu:dmg the bombs currenth bemg dmpped in Yugosiav;a

Pr'o-i:fec1

M ‘rh rs _
othe CELF

Day a'l'

On Mothers‘ Day over 100 people'gathered
in Clam’ Lake, WI at the Project: ELF
shut
down of the Fmrst Strlke antenna grzd

:_system. e

'fNeaxiy a dozen peacemakers xlsked
rarrest: by crossing: over. the: llﬂe';ﬁ”m

into’ ELF They: Were glven sz_taticns

'.and releasad. L

s TOP
P R.J EC
ELF

The Navy's Pro,jec'r
ELF uses millions of
watts of electricity -
to send first-strike
“orders to sub-
merged and unde-
tectable U.S. and
British submarines
around the world.

 Excerpted from The Wisconsin Network for Peace & Justice bi-monthly newsletter






St ate Representatwe

TERRY | USSER 92"" Aséembisf liilstrict 4

Chaxr, Assembly Committee on Veterans and Mlhtary Affalrs

2 TO: Members AssembiyVeteraﬁs &._Miiitary_.Affair:S (J'O'lilmitt.eé. |
:"FROM:: 'Chairmaﬁ Terry Musser
DATE;  June 25, 1999

' RE: Amerzcan Leglon Convem:mn S

{am enci(}smg for your mformatzon a memo 1 recewed from the Wlsccnsm
Amencan Leg;on :

o Piease iet me know (6«7461) by Thursday, J’ﬁly 1y 1999 if you pian t0 .
attend the hearmg S '

Ifa majeﬂty of commttee membﬁrs will be attendmg, I w‘” i gucethe
| hearzng S T

Thank yo'i_:;* |

Madison Office: PO Box 8953, Madison, WI53708 608-266-7461 Toll Fre{: 1-888-534-66923-_ o
Fax: 608-282-3692 E-Mail: rep: ‘musser @legis.state.wi.us

District Office:  W13550 Murray Road, Black River Falls, WI 54615 ' 608.488.2955 .




MEMO TO:

SUBJECT:

/e

WISCONSIN AMERICAN LEGION

May 27, 1999
SENATOR RODNEY MOEN
CHAIRMAN, SENATE VETERANS & MILITARY AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE |
PO BOX 7882

MADISON WI 53707-7882

REPRESENTATIVE TERRY MUSSER
CHAIRMAN, ASSEMBLY VETERANS & MILITARY AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE

PO BOX 8953

MADISON WI 53708-8953

' VETERANS & MILITARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEETING

IMPORTANT NOTICE

An informal hearing of the Assembly/Senate Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs has been
scheduled by the American Legion as follows:

FRIDAY, JULY 9, 1999
La Crosse Convention Center
300 Harborview Plaza -

La Crosse, Wisconsin

EXHIBITION AREA - CENTER

3:00 P.M.

This comnmittee will meet jointly with the American Legion Legislative Committee and the Veterans
Affairs & Rehabilitation Committee from 3:00 to 5:00 P.M.

We extend this invitation to your entire commiitee to atiend and participate in the informal hearing.
The American Legion sincerely appreciates this opportunity to meet with your committee.

RP:bp

RUSS PECK
State Adjutant

CC--State Commander David Wegener
Legislative Chairman John Dooley
Veterans Affairs/Rehab Chr. Ted Duckworth
Lee Murry, State Service Officer






ACTIVITIES AND MEMBERSHIP REPORT
U.S.SUBMARINE VETERANS OF WORLD WAR I
_ WISCONSIN CHAPTER
REPORT FOR JULY 1, 1997 TO JUNE 30, 1999

We presently have members in three Wisconsin State Chapters. The
Manitowoc, Central, and Southeast Chapters and each host a Wisconsin State
Meeting during the course of a year. The Ladies Auxiliary (Wives of Submarine
Veterans of World War Ii) meet separately and work cooperatively with us. - We have a
State Commander, a Vice Commander, Secretary, and.a Treasurer. These officers
hold their office for one year. Our membership, as of June 30, 1999, was 147 Qualified
Veteran Submariners from Wer!d War il and 65 Assocaate Members for a total of 212
members

Bes;de three State meetmgs the Southeast Chapter holds the: Annua!

'Chnszmas Party. Our fund raisers. during our various meetings are for state veteiahs '.j :
activities, Boy Scouts, . contributions to the Zablocki - Medical Center (Christmas Party),

and also volunteer in’ the pharmacy. ‘We hold fund raisers for King Veterans Home
(hotding one of our state meetings at King) and have volunteers working at the home,
especially in the wheelchair repair program. Our Central Chapter is very active here.
Our environs are involved with the Manitowoc Maritime Museum where one of our
members is a trustee. We commit ourselves to guiding on the submarine Cobia and
have work parties and fund raisers to help clean and renovate the “boat”. One of our
future projects is to encourage Scout Troops to become crew members by spending
overnighters as “crew” members. We also hold our Lagarto State Boat Memorial each
year on the Cobia (Mr. Boland participated at our last Memorial).
_ .Our. Wesconsm Veterans Museum is.very near.and dear to- us We have
:commmed one dollar per member per year toward the' museum., The Southeast

Wisconsin Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery activities are very important to us for
participation and when contributions are needed . The Transitional Center (Homeless
Center) includes one of our-members on.an in- house commlttee and we. usuaily v131t .
the center with donations o knngie and “good will" every month. E :

- We also participate on Racine and- Kenosha Veterans Counc;is and one of csur
members (StanValentine) was znstrumental in building Navy Park in Kenosha. -
We are also part of an effort to build a Veterans' Center in Racine. There are si ixteen
veterans groups in this endeavor. Our group has participated in the Zablocki Memorial
Day Ceremony for many years plus our local parades and memorials each year. We
have participated in the Flag Day Ceremony at Waubeka, WI. the past two years and
all of the 4th of July Parades. We have a presence at Great Lakes at the Boot-camp
Graduation in the Spring. We are directly involved in assisting Boy Scout Troop 400
as committeemen and contributing towards camp activities, Salmon-A-Rama fund
raising.

An effort was made to contact our legislators whenever needed regarding the

state budget and individual legislation that we deemed important by the WDVA, and a
review is made by our newsletter, telephone calls, or E-mail. We have a monthly
newsletter that attempts to inform our members about the information given our
representative about our WDVA meetings, activities and a copy is also sent to our



Chapter Commanders after each meeting. This is also a part of our agenda at all
Chapter and State Meetings, and is an agenda item reported to all members. Council
on Veterans Programs and Long Term Care Committee information is vital for an
informed membership.

Our involvment is most worthwhile and most meaningful to our membership and
community. We are not a “ship without a rudder” Our membership knows, questions,
and participates on a state and local level because our Wisconsin Department of
Veterans Affairs keeps us informed and gives us the tools to keep our membership “up
to date.”

Voluntserism was the major part of our 1997-99 efforts. . It ranged to all VA
Hospitals (Wis.), the Sauthern Center, school and library talk sessions regarding WWiIl
and submarines, serving and preparing food for the poor, King projects from
wheelchair repair to the fishing club and ice cream socials. We were volunteer
speakers atail loyalty days or just invited to classrooms to speak to students about
Americanism. Our wives were participants and so are our widows.-

~ ‘Weare Amertcan Veterans Advocates ..... showmg our feliow citizens how to
respect America by our example.
Smcerety ;

b Hpa

_ i

Elmer Marx, Wtsconsm Commander U.S.Submarine
Veterans World War i

(/ud&;/l Ao

Walter M. Stenavich, Ccur;cn on Veterans Programs o

Representative.






ARMY AND NAVY UNION
Wm. M¢Kinley Garrison no 114
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

July 6, 1999

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN’S AFFAIRS
Secretary : RAYMOND BOLAND

30 West Mifflin Street, P.O.Box 7843

Madison,Wisconsin 53707 - 7843

Dear Sir;

As in-comming Commander of Army and Navy Union, 1 am submitting the following
information as of 1989 Wisconsin Act 36. Our Mission in our organization is to

help all Veterans within the State of Wisconsin and the County of Milwaukee.

We have a delegate in Madison,Wisconsin for Veterans Affairs. We take part in

The State Fair, with our County Represenitive. Active members volunteer their

time in the community and at Zablocki veterans Hospital, and King Veteran’s home.
Our Special programs at Zablocki, are :Memorial Day Program which is all
Volunteers, Flag Day, Veterans Day and Bingo for patients at Zablocki and King.

Our finances are raised by donations at our Poppy sales and Special Programs. in
"_whrch we he!p our fellow Veterans. 1, myself teach Veterans and hospital | nurses Computer
Education. We have Patient Education which is among our top priority to keep Patients '
healthy. Our Thanks and appreciation to you and your staff and our Governor for giving
Wisconsin Veterans a higher Quality Program in the United States.

Sincerely,

Peter S. Ott
Commander






JEWISH WAR VETERANS of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN

The Oldest Active War Veterans Organization in the United States

July 21,1999

To: Paul Weprinsky, PDC
JWYV Representative to the Council on Veterans Programs

From; Fre;(:l_Che_stgf- . o
Department Commander

Dear Paul,

In accordance with the 1989 Wisconsin Act 36, I am submitting the following
information to the Council on Veterans Programs:

The Department of Wisconsin, Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A. is made
up of approximately 375 to 410 members. -

The Department Office and three posts are located in the City of Milwaukee.

One post is located in Appleton.
These are the activities of the Organization locally:

Sponsoring of visits, bingo, special events and weekly Jewish Services at the
Zablocki VA Medical Center.

Programs and donations to the State Veterans Home at King.

Active members of the Milwaukee County Allied Veterans Council, Veterans
Board of Directors at the Milwaukee County War Memorial Center, Delegate
participation on the Council on Veterans Programs and the King Committee.

Active participation on the Milwaukee Jewish Council.

A weekly discussion group at the Milwaukee Jewish Home & Care Center.

DEPARTMENT OFFICE
MILWAUKEE JEWISH HOME & CARE CENTER -~ 1414 N. PROSPECT AVE
MILWAUKEE WISCONSIN §32021




Council on Veterans Programs
July 21, 1999

Page 2

Participation in the Boy Scouts of America & Eagle Scout Certificates to
Scouts in Milwaukee County Council and Potawatomi Area Council.

JWYV Scholarship Program.

Donations have been made to the Ronald McDonald House, Chaim Sheba
Medical Center in Israel, Ezra Fund at Temple. Menorah, VA Hospital, Girl
Scouts, Boy Scoats Jewish National Fund, Milwaukee Jewzlqh Home & Care
Center, Milwaukee Ramc;h Commumty Center, American Heart Association,
National Museum of American Jewish Military History in Washington, DC &
the National Holocaust Museum in Washington, DC.

Funds are raised throngh membership dues, Pancake Breakfasts, Poppy Sales,
Rummage Sales, etc.

I hope this will cover the information requested in this Bill,

Yours very truly,

200 047

Fred Chester,
Commander

cc:  Leonard C. Brody, PDC, Department Adjutant
File



