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Testimony of Robert Young, Tax Manager
Consolidated Papers, Inc.
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin
Re: Joint Finance Public Hearing - Stevens Point
April 13, 1999
Good Afternoon.

My name is Bob Young. I am the Tax Manager at Consolidated Papers, Inc., whose

corporate headquarters is in Wisconsin Rapids.

I appreciate the opportunity to meet with you today to briefly discuss the Single Sales
Factor provision in the Governor’s Budget that Consolidated Papers feels must be

enacted to:

1. Ké’ép us competitive with companies operating in other states.
2. Provide an opportunity to attract new business to Wisconsin.
3. Increase and maintain employment, especially good-paying manufacturing

and technical jobs, in Wisconsin.

As you are aware, Wisconsin uses a three-factor formula to determine the portion of a
company’s income that will be taxed. That is, the portion of income upon which the

Wisconsin corporate income tax rate of 7.9% is levied is determined by the ratio of what



a corporation’s Wisconsin payroll, property and sales is to its world-wide property,

payroll, and sales. In Wisconsin, the sales factor is double-weighted.

Under the single sales factor method the ratio of sales within a state to sales worldwide is
used to apportion income to the state. In effect payroll and property are taken out of the
equation - and just the sales factor is used to determine taxable income. Thus the term,

single sales factor apportionment method.

The result is the tax burden is shifted from companies that have committed large amounts
of property and employment in the state, to companies that have sales in the state and no

or small amounts of property and payroll in the state.

States that currentiy employ the smglevsales factor method mclude our neighbors Iilmms
.a:nd .Ié.wa Mlchzgan is now phasmg in a.s.mgie-saies factor approach to taxation of
corporations. Minnesota, Indiana, and Ohio also heavily weigh the sales factor in
apportioning income to their states. Other states that have adopted the single-sales factor

methodology include Rhode Island, Missouri, Texas, and Massachusetts,

Simply put, Wisconsin-based companies with large investments in plant, equipment, and
employees in Wisconsin are bearing an unequal share of the tax burden in states that they
sell to - states that that have adopted the single-sales factor methodology. Conversely,

companies based in states with the single-sales factor methodology and with low property



and payroll in Wisconsin, but with large sales in Wisconsin, have a significantly lighter

share of the Wisconsin tax burden.

We ask that you support the Governor’s smgie*saies factor provision that is part of his
current budget proposai We are asking this to ensure that Wisconsin-based companies
operate in a tax environment that is fair and equitable so that we can remain competitive.
We are not asking for .speciai treatment. We are simpiy asking for a level playing field
between Wisconsm and our nelghbonng states Your support of the smgle sales factor'
. meﬂwdology wﬂi enhanée Wisconsm S prospenty, attract new busmess deveiopment and

create jobs.

Thank you for providing me. with this opportunity today. We stand ready to share more

information with you as you consider this very serious tax matter.



Georgia-Pacific Corporation wiiconsin Operasions
100 Wirconsin River Drive
Port Edwards, WT 34469-1492
Telephone (713} 887-5111

April 13, 1999

Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee, I appreciate the opportunity to speak to you
today concerning the 1999/2001 budget bill. My name is Craig Timm, and I am public relations
manager for Georgia-Pacific Corporation’s Wisconsin Operations. Georgia-Pacific traces its
roots in Wisconsin to a sawmill in Port Edwards in 1840. We began producing paper in Nekoosa

in 1893 and in Port Edwards in 1896. You know us by the business communication papers you

use every day, as well as the books you read, the checks you write, and many other items.
The Port Edwards and Nekoosa paper mills represent Nekoosa Papers Inc., a wholly
owned subsidiary of Georgia-Pacific. G-P is one of the world’s largest manufacturers and

distributors of building products, pulp and paper. Based in Atlanta, we employ 46,000 people at

more than 400 locations. In Wisconsin, G-P operates six manufacturing facilities (Port Edwards,
Nekoosa, Oshkosh, Phillips, Sheboygan and Superior), a building products distribution center at
Wausau, and a wood procurement office at Port Edwards.

e The Timber Company manages about 254,000 acres of forestland in Wisconsin from an

office at Port Edwards. It also operates seed orchards at Ashwa Bay and Petenwell and a
seedling nursery at Port Edwards,
o As of January 1, 1998, G-P’s capital investment in Wisconsin totaled in excess of

$245 4 million.

e (-P’s Wisconsin operations generate about $91.7 million in taxable wages each year.

s More than 2,000 employees work for G-P and The Timber Company in the state.




It 1s no secret that Wisconsin’s largest industry, papermaking, has had many struggles
recently in the global marketplace. We compete in that world each and every day. In order to
remain competitive, we must be a low-cost, high-quality manufacturer. The ways our
governmental leaders can help that process are very much appreciated.

I am here today to speak on those issues we know will benefit our business and the economic
climate in Wisconsin. First of all, we support single-factor apportionment for corporate income
tax. Neighboring states, including lowa, Illinois, Michigan and Minnesota, use single-factor or a
similar system. If Wisconsin decides not to adopt a similar tax policy, it will continue fo put
Wisconsin corporations at a competitive disadvantage with our neighbors. In the single-factor
apportionment, we are not penalized for having invested in manufactoring facilities and payrolls.
Also, the single-factor apportionment would simplify tax preparation and allow for more
efficient audits, which should release some state tax dollars to be utilized in other areas of the
state budget. We strongly support the single-factor apportionment tax policy and believe that it
should be included in the budget bill.

We .al.so support *&oiuntary combined reporting for corporate income taxes. There are
corporate structures that will benefit from this tax policy also.

For some corporations such as Nekoosa Papers that have a 100-plus-year presence in this
state, the economic benefits would allow us to strengthen our operations now and long into the
future.

Georgia-Pacific and Nekoosa Papers is committed to manufacturing paper products in the
state of Wisconsin. We appreciate the efforts our local elected officials, like Senator Shibilski,
who are working to keep Wisconsin’s economy strong.

I want to thank you, Mr. Chairman, and members of the committee, for your time, and we at
Nekoosa Papers appreciate the opportunity to address this committee as you deliberate changes

in Wisconsin’s tax policy.



Testimony Before The Joint Finance Committee
Stevens Point, Aprii 13, 1959
By
Susan Pokomy

My husband and | own a timeshare at Christmas Mountain Village in Wisconsin
Dells. At our last owners meeting, we were toid that the Governor’s proposed
budget includes a provision to put a sales tax on timeshare sales and maintenance

f{éy’-;ﬁijsb'a_ﬁﬁ .a;nd | have a -ﬁifﬁtuﬁ time understanding how a sales tax can be put on

a real estate transaction. We also don’t see how maintenance fees can be taxed.
Qur ownership is a deeded condominium purchase; that is we have a deedtoa
particuiar piece of real estate. Does this mean that all condominium maintenance
fees will be subject to a sales tax?

When we purchased our timeshare in 1988, we paid a real estate fransfer fee,
received a real estate deed, and have paid real estate faxes on it since. Can real
estate taxes be subject to a sales tax? Can our utifity costs, which include a sales
tax, have another sales tax added on? Can the monies we pay as wages to

_employees be taxed by a sales tax? Every expendifure our maintenance fees pay

" for already include a tax paid to the State. We dor't think a tax on a taxis fair, or-

‘constitutional.

Because timeshare ownership and maintenance fees are under the condominium
laws of Wisconsin, would passage of this part of the budget mean that all
condominium sales and fees would be taxed? Would all employers in Wisconsin
have fo pay a sales tax on all the wages and fringe benefits of their empioyees?
Because of Wisconsin's Constitution conceming equality of property taxes, would
all property owners have to pay a sales tax on their property taxes?

| think it is rather obvious that this is an unfair proposal and should be dropped from
the budget. | ask you to please do that.

Thank you.
Susan Pokomy

1902 Tamarack St.
Plover, Wi 54467



IV Yol | /175G
A’Qha/ a/é'/f(f@ﬁ’ 777(‘, Er‘[fférd L& o
b“flf .,C;Gar:)c, Ve éﬁc’—uma{ haed

mctrs/éa/ é@k]/“émﬂfo 7AeE L&;'S Co7 S/

. (¢t - o Mond gy Mr P 539}
S7e7e Lesssla @fffg“(iiﬁh X WL

WHY AREYouR TALES So HLZEH) |
B {! 7y .

0%) 34410 83 3G R Brns |
5- 38117

QQ&,V Povcal Lecdux,

Plense And away to siep
sur Tat doc\lars %a‘i‘mj to Planned |

Parenthood.

<N ,
@WMW ~







7725 Sweeney Road
Barneveld, WI 53507

May 27, 1999

Hon. Dale Schultz
State Capitol

PO Box 7882
Madison, WI 53707

Dear Senator Schultz:

Wisconsin has been my home for over 70 vears, and
generally T like it here.

I like the guality of life, and until recently I

have been proud of our clean government. Even now I'm
optimistic that through some miracle higher

standards will return to the State Capitol.

But then we come to taxes. Taxes are the basis for
that high gquality of life that I prize -- but it-is
totally discouraging to live in the state vhere busi-
nasses pay the lowest taxes in the nation, and the
populace pays the highest.

I don't have a lobbyist, and neither do the other over-
taxed citizens. We rely on our representatives to
pursue a just tax policy. You're doing a terrible job,
Senator Schultz.

Business will say, as it always has, that if the climate
changes here they will go somewhere else. Where?
Where there are already more business taxes?’?

We are not total idiots out here in the state -- but

it seems that our representatives in Madison think that
we are.-.

Sincerely,

' 7 Al

£llarson




7725 Sweeney Road
Barneveld, WI 53507

May 27, 1999

Hon Steph=n Freese
115 W, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53708

Dear Mr. Freese:

Wisconsin has been my howe for over 70 vears, and
cenerally I like it here.

I like the guality of life, and until recently T
havs been proud of our clean government. Even now
I'm optimistic that through some miracle our Capitol
will return to higher standards.

But then we come to taxes. Taxes are the basis for
that high guality of 1life that I prize -- but it is
totally discouraging to live in the state where busi-
nesses pay the lowest taxes in the nation, and the
populace pays the highest.

I don't have a lobbyvist, and neither do the other over-
taxed citizens. We rely on our representatives to
pursue a just tax policy. You're doing a terrible job,
Representative Freese.

Business will say, as it always has, that 1f the climate
changes they will go somewhers else. Where? Where
there are already more business taxes?

We are not total idiots out here in the state -- but
it =zeems as 1f our representatives in Madison think
that we are.

//S\ncerely,
s

I

éi;=ean {. Ellarson JWMQ‘“NNMMWMM
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C15WMTV: Feedback hitp:/fwww.nbels.com/Swebmsg read LOBBIEST.28 .readfeédi)ack

Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Thursday, May 27th, 1999, 7:06 am

From: Shannon Kennedy

[ist Messages| Previous Message | Next Message

Address: 2037 Helena S5t. Madison 53704
Phone: 608 242-9584

I am single, ranter, not attending schocl and childless. ... .o when do
I get a tax bré}ak?
/ - [ Edit Message | Delete Message |

File Dibrary WWebsides Featured on NBC 15 'NBC 15 Homepage

[ Edit Message | Delete Message |
/ News | Weaiﬁef} Sports | Prograrmyming | Warkiﬁg .Fer You i Feadback
f‘(( %i\_/i Copyright © 1698 by NBC 15
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Monday, May 24th, 1999, 10:24 pm
From: Lindy Muelller (cefluiar@powerweb.net)

List Messaves! Previous Mesgage F Next Message

Address:

Phone:

T would like to ses our tax dollars go te support the other victims of crime.
The children that are left behind when a parent is incarcarated, The Gov.
has this new fatherhood initiative. He can't wait unit fathers and mothers
are released there has to be interaction now. How about; play areas for the
children, toys for those play areas, and area where a father can actually
interact with his child. Perhaps a meal together once a year or the
opportunity for a portrait to be taken so *he child has a decent picture to
look at and show others. I am not suggesting the state pay for meals or
pictures, the families can do that, but making a room for plaviul
interaction, toys for the outside at institution that allow outside
vigitation, etc...

[ Edit Message | Delete Message |
[ Edit Message | Delete Message |

News | Weather | Sports | Programming | Working For You | Feedback
Ffle Ltb{ary lWe‘*s =S Feature on MERC 15 MBC 15 Ho*ﬂe;}ar;e

Copyﬁght @ 1998 by NBC 15
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Wednesday, May 26th, 1999, 3:36 pm

From: Guest (kwallacd@facstarff.wisc.edu}

Next Message

List Messages| Previous Message

Address:

Phone:

1. The tax burden for single pecple with no children is very unfalr. Married
taxpayers have a lower rate to begin with and have dual income credit if both
work. Results: they pay less than singles even with a higher combined income!
2. FElimirate the Homeshtead BAet credit! It is appalling to me that people can
pay no taxes and gset a maximum of $1160 back from the state under this act.
Other states that T have either lived in and/or paid taxes in do not have a
Homestead Act and old folks survive just fine. At least tighten up the
eligibility by not allowing students to file for Homestead. Procegsing . these
+tax forms costs the atate of Wisconsin a lot of extra money! Think of all
that extra money we would have in the state treasury!

3. Lower the gascline taxes.

4. PLEASE!! Keep lottery tax credits for renters! We pay property tazes
indirectly through our rent!l!

5. Simplify the Wisconsin State Tax Forms - they are some of the most
complicated in the nation.
5. Do something for the farmers - they need a lower tax rate - at least for

the smaller, family owned farms.

(Bt Mossage | Delote Message |
' [ Edit Message | Delete Message |

News | Weaather | Sports | Pregramming | Working For You | Feedback
Fite Library [WWebsiles Featured on KcllELC 15 [ NBC 15 Homepage

Copyright © 1808 by NBC 15
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Wednesday, May 26th, 1999, 11:36 am

From: Darrell Gibson

List Messages| Previous Message | Nexi Message

Address: 17086 Pine Ridge Drive, dnsvi, WI

Phone: 608-758-9726

We Sust lost cur house due to ralsing taxes. Our Taxes on our house were
raised five times in five years. When will it end! What is this world
coming to when a middle-aged middle-ciass working man cannot own a home. By
the time you pay the taxes, you can't afford the house payment. Please stop
this insanity!

[ Edit Message | Delete Message ]
[ Edit Message | Delete Message ]

News | Weather | Sports | Programming | Working For You | Feedback
Eie Ubraty Webshes Featured an NBOC TS TNEC 15 Homepage

Copyright © 1998 by NBC 15
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Monday, May 31st, 1999, 9:27 pm

From: Guest

List Messages| Previous Message | Next Message

hddress:
Phone:
Stop mandating programs that the state won't fund, vet burden county and

Toeal taxes, its a cowards way of raising taxes yel saying we didn't do it!

[ Edit Message | Delete Mossage |
[ Edit Message | Delete Message ]

News | Weather | Sports | Prograrnming | Working For You | Feedback
File Library Websites Featured on NBU 15 15 Homepage

Copyright © 1998 by NBC 15
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Tuesday, May 25th, 1999, 9.23 am

From: Mary Diaz {mdiaz@facstaff.wisc.edu)

List Messages| Previous Message | Next Message

877

X

Address: 306 W Third Street, Waunakee, WI 53
Phone: 508-849-8898

I feel that manufacturers and businesses should have to pay thelr falr share
of taxes. Other states make them pay taxes. 2&lso, wages from companies are
not different from companies in other states. So who is benefiting from the
tax break they are receiving? Unemployment rates across the country are also
lower on an average. [s Wisconsin really that much better off or is it a
robust econcmy across the country? Perhaps it is time that this states
starts giving families a break, considering the rige in Juvenile delinguency.
Both parents needing to work and not being home for their children to
supervise them. How many children have to go home to empty homes because
parents cannot afford daycare or after scheol programming when they do work
fulltime. Money goes out for taxes, rent, mortgage groceries and
necessities.

{

[ Edit Message | Delete Message |
[ Edit Message | Delete Message |

News | Weather | Sporis | Programming | Working For You | Feedback
Fie Library [Websites Featured on N80 75 TNBU 15 Homepage

Copyright © 1998 by NBC 15
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Wednesday, May 26th, 1999, 11:47 pm

From: Guest (rblack@midplains.net)

List Mes.éagesi Previous Message | Next-Message

: 'ht{p:_./!www.nbc 1 S_com/$webmsg.reaci.LOBBIEST.Zé.readfeedb:ack

Addzess-

Phone:

Not conly have Wisconsin Dhmlﬂ@aSéo ﬂot Had vo pay taxes on anything used in
production (M&E)for Z2 years, many large corporations through skillful use of
attorneys and timely pajmenL of financial o ﬂt!lﬁhtloﬂs to politicans, have

Loeven avo;aed paying, substantial taxes on r@al property by having it declared
TMpart of’ the the manufacfaklng process Sedondly, many Wisconsin businesses |
have been gétting: corperate welfafe th&ouch the so-called process of sconomic
. grants: (other LaXpayers woney; From various state agenc;es to build their
:coroorate infrastructure using ‘public mOUey dnstead of their own, retaln;ng
“the coyporation's. money to pay for hugh aalarie benuses. and other benefits

for the top elite. How do the corporation get gﬂese grants, just by
threatening to move, not only out of the state, but often just to another
copmunity in Wisconsin, The state agencies have phonied up variocus criteria
that supposedly jasflfles the grant process, but in reallty most iz only a
KYA paper trail to legalize political graft If the "real™ cost of these tax
breaks o business was known in Wisconsin, it would approach a figure in
excess of $750 million, perhaps nearer to $1 billion. At $10 million aplece,
petween 75 to 160 ent mrely hew schools could be built across Wisconsin if it
wasn't for the avarice, graed and legalized thievery that the incumbency by
too many poiiticans ‘have nurtured, fostered and benefited from. Eliminate the

;"M&E" deduct$0ﬁs, and cazporate granks Programs;, 91&5@ regirictive tern
'ilmlts on ali ‘state’ 1avu¢ elected affice and’ Feduce” the leV@l of state

government bureacracy. Put & chp on “tstalstate employees per popuia*lon of
fhe state. Do I believe anyons in Wiszconsin's Capitol will listen? HNob
likely. Why? Becauss I didn’t send & large pelitical contribution along or
donate to a favorite PAC group.

[ Edﬂ: Messa;e | Delete ?\/i{essage ]
[ Edit Message i Delete Message ]

News | Weather | Sports | Programming | Worl km FO%’ You | Feedback
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Copyright & 1998 by NBC 15
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Thursday, May 27th, 1999, 1:33 am

From: E. Drenning (timwong@mailbag.com

List _Messaszesi Previous Messave | Next Message

Address: P.,0. Box 2605

Phone: 266-2067

What we nesed to do is to reorient our tax system to make rhose who can better
afford to pay pay a larger share of tazes. ces it makes sense for the
nighest tax bracket to start at $20K? 0Of courss not. I would propose a
couple more tax brackets, as in fact ‘the gov’'s budget does. 1 would make the
highe¥ brackets pay more.  Also, Wisconsin has one of the lowest corporate
tax rates in-the countiy. Why let the corporate people off scot-free while
we pay their kaxes for them? Why should our tax policy be for the rich to
get richer? -That's the Republican line, but they only represent about 5% of
the population. PR

The other tax reform I would make is to get rid of the 60% exemption of
capital gains. This is a tax break rhat overwhelmingly i1s taken advantage of
by the wealthiest of our cltizens.

Another reform I would favor is to put the sales tax on certain services used
predominantly by the well to do, services such as lawyers, accountants, estc.
Recause I work in a sensitive state job, I will not give my real name,
although the P.O. box is legit as is the e-mail address and the perscn's name
in "your name.” If's just not my nama.

Now that I read your blib above this line, I wouid add that businesses once
_again be subject to the M & E taxes that they had to pay until that so-called
Democrat Pat Lugéy shifted taxes onto the commen people to give his scummy’ -
friends-in business. a’tax preak, T ool T e EER
Yes, normal Wigtonsin citizens have extrémely high thxes, and we in Madison
have particuarly high tazes because of all the tax-exsmpt property c¢f the
city, state, and university, but it's becauss rhe business class is paying
way less than their share.

Thanks for the. opportunity. lte comment on how unfalr our tazes are. I'm not
cpposed to taxes, but I do believe in a progressive tax system, which is not
what we have.

: T | VI } S——
[ Edit Message | Delete Message |

News | Weather | Sporis | Programming | Working For You | Feedback
File Dhrary (websites Featured on NBC 15 | NBC 15 Homepage
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Thursday, May 27th, 1999, 9:43 am

From: Sharon Crahen (scrahen(@co.sauk.wi.us)

st Messages! Previgus Message | Next Message

hitp://www.nbc15.com/$Swebmsg.read LOBBIEST 29 readfeedback

Address: Rock Springs, WI o 53%6%

Phone: 608-355-4281

T think businesses should get some tax break but not as much as they de. It
is not right that the tax payers of Wisconsin are over taxed to subsidize
large business that can affording to pay thier top employees more then 5-10
times more then the average taxpayer in Wisconsin. I also think the casinos
should pay some kind of tax or call in scmething else if it would make them
feel batter.

[ Edit Message | Delete Message |
[ Edit Message | Delete Message ]

News | Weather | Sports | Programming | Working Fer You | Feedback
File Dibrary (Websites Featured on NBC 1 omepage

Copyright © 1998 by NBG 15
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Thursday, May 27th, 1999, 1:13 pm

swartzsherioaol.com

From: Sherri Swartz

List Messaves Previous Message | Next Message

http:/fwww.nbel 5.com/?ﬁwebmsg.fead.h()BB]EST.30.readfeeéback

Address: 3002 Ashford Lane #5, Madison, 53713

Phone:

I recently moved tc Madison from Iowa and was shocked al how high taxes are
here, especially property taxes. One thing that usually helps keep
residential property taxes low is having local businesses, including
manufacturers, share the burden. I don't want fo sse businesses overtaxed (I

did move here for a job), but I don't think it's unreasonable to ask them to
pay something. ]

T would like to see tax breaks targeted to those at the lower end of the
income spectrum. An across-the-board property tax cut would benefit mostly
middle and upper income residents, who own homes with high values. For
property tax relief I would rather see an income tax deduction up to a
certain amount (maybe 55000) for property taxes paid, that would also allow
renters to deduct a percentage of thelr rent to represent the property taxes
they pay indirectly. If lawmakers want an income tax cut, I would like to see
a higher standard deducticon for income tax or an additlonal tax bracket to
provide relief for the 3$20,000~540,000 range of income. It also irks me that
Governor Thompson, after all his rhetoric apout WZ, the work ethic, etc.
wants to cut the working family income tax credit while giving tax breaks to
wealthier families. If we want to make work pay, then we should reward it
with our tax structure, not fjust with words.

My last comment.is that if.we are going .to cut taxes, then we should cut
them;, not just’ shift them.  Mayor Bauman's idea of raising the sales tax to
cut property taxes just amounts to taking taxzpayers' money out of the right
pocket instead of the left. It is alsc a very regressive tax proposal, that
would force low income residents, usually renters, to pay more while allowing
those with bilg fancy homes to pay less.

[ Edit Message | Delete Message |
[ Edit Message | Delete Message |

News { Weather | Sports | Programming | Working For You | Feedback
Fiie Library [Websies Featured on NBC 15 omepage

Copyright @ 1998 by NBC 15

6/1/99 12:14 PM



15WMTV: Feedback hitp://www.nbe15.com/$webmsg read LOBBIEST.31 readfeedback

Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Thursday, May 27th, 1999, 1:25 pm

From: Guest

{ist Messages| Previous Message | Next Message

Address:

Phone:
Any redaction in taxes should be via tne income tax since property owners are

only a portion of alli tazxpayers.

[ Edit 'ﬁ/‘iess’a‘;ﬁé | Delete Message |
[ Edit Message | Delete Message |
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Thursday, May 27th, 1999, 10:00 pm

From: Marie Johnson (shimtt/@aol.com)

[ist Messages! Previous Message | Next Message

Address:

Phone:
The taxes in Wisconsin far exceed the lazes we had for a home with a view of

the Olympic Mts. and Puget Sound in Seattle, WA. The Legislature needs to
apply some crsative ways tc manage their meney and not impose an inequitable
burden on the average worker.

. The proposed .5% sales tax HAncrease, unfairly purdens fixed income

individuals and low income famililes. It is certainly a way to gain more
welfare dependent and/or homeless people in this communty.

[ Edit Message | Delete Message ]
[ Edit Message | Delete Message |

News | Weather | Sports | Programming | Working For You | Feedback
File [ibrary [Websites Featured on NBC 1 : omepage
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Thursday, May 27th, 1999, 10:54 pm
From: Robb Mathia robbm@itis.com)

[ ist Messagces| Previous Message | Next Message

Address:

Phone:

I am a 27-year-old, single tax payer and I feel that the tax burden on
Wisconsin residents is too high. There are several reasons why the tax

burden should be lowergd. First, the cost alone of post-nigh school
education is rising at an unbelievable rate and not every student goling to
college has a full.ride of -any schplarships at all. When I :graduated from
college my monthly . payment was $300.00 per month, thank goodness they delaved
the start of my payments for six months, I was able to save up for the first
2 payments, yeah.  It's the payments after that, that really start adding up.
T mean that payment is at the new car payment level, and they éxpect a new
college grad, with no ezperience to be able to afford that along with all of
the expenses assoclated with starting a career. Second, my salary has grown
from when I first entered the workforce, but when I sat down and locked at my
net pay after taxes I am only bringing home a littie more than half of what 1
earn. That stinks. Just think about that, you make $10 per hour and yet you
cnly get to keep what amounts to & little more than $5 per hour. I they
would lower the tax burdsn on the people and shift some to the manufacturers
it would even itself out and leads to my third reason. The chairman of the
Federal Reserve, Alan Greenspan, has recently sited the fact that now, more

_than ever, Americans are spending, spending, spending. In fact, Americans
ware spending.

_ﬁoxg,monsy.i%ey:q¢ﬁ?tﬂﬁave_than ever before.. Therefore. the tax
break given to the consumer will more than ' make up for the. additional “tax .
birden shifted to the manufacturer and then somé. The more money given to
the consumer the more money spant buying the manufacturers products. And
finally, like I said, I'm 27 years old, I'm not counting on the Government to
payback my Social Security they have used up already. ©Glve the consumers
more of what they earn so at least someone can start investing and saving for
the future.

There zre lots of reasons t©o lessen the tax burden on consumers and shift
some of it to the manufacturers, the rising cost of college, the current
spending habits of today's consumers, and probably the most important, saving
for our future. 3o I am pleading with the lawmalkers, let me secure my

retirement, my future, by lessening the taxr burden on CONsSuUmMErs. Let me have
that money to invest for my future, spend in the present and keep in MY
mattress if I want. Aftar all.l earned it!

[ Edit Message | Delete Message |
[ Edit Message | Delete Message |
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Friday, May 28th, 1999, 9:09 am

From: Sue Morrow (SueMorrow@aol.com)

List Messages| Previous Messace | Next Message

Address: Madison, WI

Phone: 608-236~3798

People who own their own home and make under 519.000 per year are not allowed
the homestead credit, nor are they allowed the 31,500 tax credit for their
children. This should be changed as they are the ones that need this relief
the most. They are the poor of ocur state. They need it more than the middle
income and upper income tax brackets.

[ Edit “Me_ssage | Delete Message |
[ Edit Message | Delete Message }
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Friday, May 28th, 1999, 4:33 pm

From: Peter Dau (gcd2iicit@aok.com)

List Messages| Previous Messave | Next Messace

Address: 7725 Lois Lowry Lane

Phone: 827-73803

Are property taxes even constitutional? My understanding is that the
constitution doesn’'t allow faxing holdings and land 1s a helding. Based on
this, property Taxes need to be replaced with ancther form of tax (e.¢. user
fees, increased sales taxes, etc.).

.{.E{Eit i Delete VA ]
[ Edit Message | Delete Message |
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Friday, May 28th, 1999, 4:37 pm
From: Peter Dau (ged20iej@aol.com)

http://www.nbc15.com/$webmsg.read LOBBIEST.37 readfeedback

List Messages] Previous Message | Next Message

Address: 7725 Lois Lowry Lane

Phone: B827-7803

We need to ouit locking at what businesses don't pay in taxes and ask who
will pay for any tax increases to business. Increasing thelr cost of doing
pusiness will result in higher costs for consumers, This effectively results
in a hidden tax on consumers.

[ Edit Message | Delete Message |
[ Edit Message | Delete Message |
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Friday, May 28th, 1999, 5:09 pm
From: Peter Dau {ged20iej@acl.com)

List Messaves! Previous Message | Next Message

Address: 7725 Lois Lowry Lane

Phone: B27-7803

Move away from taxes and towards user fees sc people pay for their choices.
The Wis. State Journal had an editorial today condeming school fees. Instead,
they should be praising schools for charging parents that decided to have
kids rather than raising taxes on everyone. We-have 3 kids so far so I'm not
just looking to put costs on others. T'm 1ooPing for people to take
responsibpllity for their decisions and that's one of the reasons we'll be
homeschooling our kids. For this, our taxes continue to go up to pay for
others education without any tax ureaks for cur educational costs.

[ Edit Message | Delete Message ]
[ Edit Message | Delete Message |
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Friday, May 28th, 1999, 5:14 pm

From: Peter Dau {ged20iejwaol.com)

Ligt Messages! Previous Message | Next Message

Address: 7725 Loils Lowry Lane

Phone: B27-7803

Provide incentives for mere people to stay home and teach their own kids. It
costs $8,000 per year to teach a student in public schools. With over 17,000
homeschoolers in Wisceonsin, they are saving tax payers over 13 million a
vear. Having more people go this route not only reduces the need for more or
bigger schools, 1t addresses the maln success factor in educating children:
having parents. involved.

|_ Edit Message | Delete E\fi’éss‘é‘,cze i
[ Edit Message | Delete Message ]
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Viewer Feedback
Be Your Own Lobbyist

Time: Friday, May 28th, 1999, 8:28 pm

From: w. gojmerac (waltgoj@aol.com)

List Messages| Previous Message | Next Message

Address:
Phone:

madison, wi

close the business Tax loopholes such as exempting computers and machinery
and equipment exemption. How aboutr campaign finacing reforms, rather than
just talking about it

{ofi
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Time: Saturday, May 29th, 1999, 12:54 pm

From: Guest

List Messages| Previous Message | Next Message

Address;

Phone:

Given the potential tax revenue that could be realized through restructuring
the taxes paid by businesses, 1t seems criminal to even contemplate the
horrific reduction in the human services budget that is being considered by
this administration. Community care for the elderly and disabled has been
proven td be both wost effective and ‘ephancing to the lives of the
individuals served as well as the communities who benefit from maintaining a
rich and diverse population. COP dollars have to increase. We should not be
proud of the fact that WI has more nursing.home bedg than almost every other
state. The nursing home industry enjoyed the safe growth status for many
years as is now being enjoyed by the penal system. That reveals way toeo much
about the make up of our state government than they would appreciate. It is
imperative that we look at the encrmous explosion of older adults immediately
and put in place a system of community care that will allow them to remain
fully contributing members of their communities well into advanced old age.
It is a population you cannot adjust. It's all of us and you can't legislate
t¢ change that. You may change criminal justice penalties to reduce prison
populations but we are just all going to get older nc matter what.
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Time: Sunday, May 30th, 1999, 7:07 am

From: Tom Spear (tspeari@mail.tchi.com)

List Messages! Previous Message | Next Message

Address: 1203 Westwood Lane, Manitowoe, WI 54220

Phone: 1~8920-682-5880

When are lawmakers going to look at the "fat" in Madiscn and the internal
inefficiency, instead of trying to figure out new ways to tax business and
the people of the state. Our gas tax is one of the highest and it is not
used entirely for roads, we have a $30.00 small business fee that is paid
every two years, it probably costs more to collect it and keep track of it.
When is the last time someone took & look at streamlining the interal
workings of Madison? People in the high tax brackets move out of the state
to avoid the state tax and maintain a second residence here. The news
agancies should put pressure on our representatives to streamiine government
and government expensel!l!
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Time: Mondayv, May 24th, 1999, 6:29 pm

ostudents. wisc.edu

From: Charles McEniry (cimceniry

List Messages! Next Message

http:/Awww nbel 3.com/ $WEBMSG.Read. LOBBIEST.7 readfeedback

Bddress: Stoughton

Phone; B877-0300

Taxes are never fair. Someone always feels slighted or used. A&As an example,
consider two neighbors who live in comparable houses. One house is occupled
by a retired individual on a fixed income; in the other, a married
professional couple whose combined wages is easily in 6 figures. Yet both
pay the same property Tax since both houses are idential. Is it really fairx
to fax a person with a fixed income in the same manner as the professional
couple witk good salaries? I say not. It is time to take schools off
property taxes. It is Time to shift the tax burden to those who can most
easily afford to pay, thoss lucky individuals who make good money. Lf
schools were eliminated whelly from property taxes, our houses would indeed
be assessed at what they are worth.

T've lived in my house for nearly 10 years and cover that time have paid an
average 53000 per vear in property tax. Add it up. That's 530,000 in taxes
paid during that 10 year period. BAnd, for what? Most of it now goes to the
schools.

T have no children. My inccme is almost non-existent since returning Co
school.

Legislators have been glven certaln powers by us, the electorate, among which
are the powers to tax. It's time we take back That power and tell them how
to tax, whom toitax and where that money onght to be spent. Perhaps our
complacency comés from'the fact that rarely, if ever, are we ever. "bothered"
by government ir our lives. We sguawk at tax time a bit, but scon return to
our comfortable lives without any further involvement in how the show's being
run and by whom. We obediently believe what 1is being told to us by those
we've elected. OFf course, if we aren't smart enough to reverse the
situation, we deséerve what we' get --- high and higher taxes.
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Time: Monday, May 24th, 1999, 10:09 pm
From: Guest

List Messages] Previous Message | Next Message

Address:

Phone:

Property taxes in Wl are beyond absurd. We moved here one year ago from
Atlanta. Our property taxes there were $1100. Our taxes here, on a smaller
home, are $4950. I don't undersiand the complacent attitude here. The
citizens should be storming the Capltol steps.
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Time: Wednesday, May 26th, 1999, 9:10 pm

From: Brendon Wilkinson (deeknmick@aol.com)

List Messages| Previous Message | Next Message

Address: 6318 Dylyn Drive

Phone: B48-2078

Tt is time to take a serious look at the Wisconsin property tax situation.
The answer 1is not to burden our own local businesses who support and provide
for the workers of Wisconsin, but fo fund and reduce property taxes [rom our
growing tourist population. An increased sales tax fo 6%-6.5% and highway
tolls are two prime examples of fapping this source.

It seems unfair that similar sized homes is other areas of the country demand
a third of the real estate taxes that Madison homes currentiy do.

Madison leaders need to make property taxes a top priority. Stop falking ana
start doing!!! ' '
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Time: Monday, May 24th, 1899, 7:23 pm
From: Carrie Staben {¢cstaben(@baraboo.net)

List Messages| Previous Message | Next Message

Address: 1620 Draper Stureet

Phone: :

We moved here 6 mos. ago and are living paycheck to paycheck. WI might have
the jobs but with housing and taxes so high you don't have money left to even
go to a movie once an awhile. We should pay taxss hased on your yearly
income. Peocple will leave the state because they can't afford to live here
and employers will have to shut down because they can't find people to work
and thats already the case in alot of places. T really like WI and I don't
want to leave because we can't afford to live here.
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