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October 13, 1889

The Honorable Richard Grobschmidt
Chair, Senate Education Committee
104 South, State Capitol -

Madfson WI 53787—?882

| Dear Senaior Grabschmtdt

I am wrrt;ng ’to you in support of AB 2?9 "This b;!{ provides an effective method to
resolve school district boundary disputes.

When declining enroliment, revenue limits, and growing special education costs are
causing such great financial stress in many of our state's school districts, | am sure you
will agree that it is extremely counterproductive for districts to enter into lengthy and
costly ht:gation over d:strict boundary dispuies

Lo This bzti gi ives these distncts an opportumty to have thezr cases heard in front of an.
" Unbiased board in a timely manner. Furthermore, the bill is flexible in that it allows
school districts to voluntarily resolve a dispute as long as the electors with an interest in
‘the d;sputed ’terrﬁ:ory are nctif" ed of meetmgs at which the dfspute will be considered.

The Depar’cmeni of Pubhc Enstruction educataon agenda for the 1999-2001 biennium
mciuded a propcsai very similar to AE 279 We strcngfy urge its passage.

Sincerely,

ohn T. Benson
State Superintendent

cc: State Representative Cloyd Porter
‘State Senator Robert Wirch
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'I‘estxmony before the Senate Education Committee
._ Senator. Bob Wirch
Assembiy Bill 279-School District ‘Boundary l)lsputes
Octoher 13 1999 |

Good morning, and thank you for the opportunity to speak before you.

f Assem’bly Bﬂi 279 was mtrodnced by Representative Cloyd Porter on behalf of J ohn

'Roth School Busmess Admlmstrator at thf: Lake Geneva Schgoi DISH‘IC{ A dlspute
between Wllhams Bay and the Lake Geneva Area School made 11: ciear that iegxsiatlon
was needed to deal with school district boundary disputes. The litigation on this

boundary dispute cost the school districts tens of thousands of dollars in legal fees.

. Assembly Bill 279 provides school districts with an option o avoid costly lawsuits to
resoive boundary disyutes by aiiowmg voluntary resolution of the dispute. Also, it
aﬂows a schooi baard to’ request to go befere the SchaoI Distrlct Bounda.ry Appeais

Baard if an agreement cannot be reach voiuntarﬂy between the two school districts,

Boundary disputes are becoming commonplace as more and more farmland is developed
all over the state. AB 279 will decrease local costs, and as you can see there should be no
state fiscal impact. In addition, Assembly Bill 279 has been endorsed by the Department

of Public Instruction and the School Administrator’s Alliance
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AB 279 passed the Assembly on a unanimous voice vote, and I hope we can follow their

lead and take favorable committee action on this bill.



