RO. Box 7882 € Madison, W1 53707.7882 & (608} 266-2257 & Fax (808) 264-6058

TO: All Senate Democrats

FROM: Senate Democratic Caucus
Date: 3/10/99

RE: Library System Budget

Senate Education Committee 3/10 Hearing ~ Senator Grobschmidt Chair

DPI-Division of Libraries Budget

Cal Potter, Sally Drew and Larry Dicks of the Division of Libraries discussed library
funding in the Governor’s proposed budget. They focused on 3 items:

1. Public Library System Aid: The Governor proposes no increase in library system

- aid in his budget. State statute requires funding the state’s 17 public library systems
at 13% of costs. Current state aid covers approximately 10% of costs. DPI requests
additional funding of $5,141,200 GPR in FY 00 and $6,244,700 in GPR in FY 01.

2. Library Service Contract: DPI is requesting an additional $38,300 in FY 00 and
$73,600 in FY 01 to cover increased contract costs for the Wisconsin Interlibrary
Service. The program provides interlibrary loan services to local libraries.

3. BadgerLink: The Governor included no funding to continue this service in the
biennial budget. BadgerLink is a searchable database providing links to full text of
over 4,000 magazines and newspapers. This service is free of charge to all schools,
libraries and Wisconsin residents with a Wisconsin based ISP. DPI requests
$836,000 in FY 00 and $1.7 million in FY 01. Continued operation of BadgerLink
would run about $1.7 million per year. It is estimated that if all libraries in Wisconsin
were to individually subscribe to this service it would cost over $50 million per year,




Milwaukee County Federated Library System

Systern Office 709 North Bighth St., Milwaukee, W1 53233-2414
VOICE (414) 286-3210  FAX (414) 286-320%  TTY (414} 286-3892

March 10, 1999

Senate Education Committee
State of Wisconsin

Capitol Building

Madison, W1 53707

Mcmbers of the Senate Education Committee:

The Milwankee Cmmty Federated lemry Systern (MCFLS) Board ofTrustees suppons the library system aid
formula change, pmpcsed in SB 66, - with the modxﬁmuons detm}ed below.

Under the proposed formula change lrbraty systcm aid would be d:s:nbuted based on three factors: area,
population and equalization (based on the state shared revenues for municipalities and counties formula). 85%
of the appropriation would be distributed to population and 7.5% distributed to both area and equalization. This
change would not be effective until state aid to library systems equaled at least 11.25% of total library
expenditures.

The MCFLS Board strongly supports modifying the current library system aid formula to incorporate
equalization. The proposed formula moves in this direction. Other notable strengths of the proposed formula
include the followﬁng:

e Eliminates expenditures as a factor of d:smbutmg system aid although it is the factor used 1o
trigger:a formula change .
»  Moves toward greater equity ameng lzbrary systems thmugh the recognition of abzhty (v}
pay/property wealth; i.e., equalization
Recognizes local net tax effort
Maintains ﬁxe area factor to account for the cost of providing services over long distances
Resuits in 2 small annual variance in aid distribution

Although the pmposed formula incorporates an eiemem of equalization, other factors in the formula have a
disequalizing effect on the distribution of library system aids. Notable weaknesses of the proposed formuia
changes include the following:

Too much emphasis on population with 85% of appropriation allocated to this factor
Disproportionate emphasis on population negates the impact of equalization
Use of the entire State Shared Revenue (SS5R) formula as a means of achieving equalization;
Centains a per capita element which duplicates 2 factor that is already in the formula
Contains a utility component which is disequalizing

¢ There have been no increases to the S8R formula for five years

» Incorporates a 95% hold harmless provision which is an artificial adjustment to aid

entitiements and is disequaliring
*  Any formula change shouid be mutually exclusive of an increase in the system aid indexing level
to 11.25%

* &




As previously indicated, the Mitwaukee County Federated Library System strongly recommends several
modifications to the formula proposed in SB 66. These include the following:

¢ Utilize only the aidable revenue component of the SSR formula - to minimize instability and
unpredictability of this component, utilize multi-year rolling averages

e  Increase percentage allocated for equalization while decreasing percentage allocated for
population
Grandfather formula change over time to minimize variance in aid distribution
Formula change should be mutually exclusive of any increase in the system aids indexing level
to 11.25%

There are obvious benefits to incorporating these modifications to the proposed library system aid formula.
These changes would emphasize equalization and de-emphasize population for the distribution of aid. The
aidable revenue component of the SSR formula, which reflects local net tax effort and property wealth, is 2
good measure of ability to pay. On the other hand, eliminating the SSR formuila’s per capita and utility

components, as well as its hold harmless adjustment, would go far to reduce their disequalizing effects on the
distribution of library aids, ' '

The Milwaukee County Federated Library System requests consideration by the Senate Education Committee
of these proposed modifications.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

C e e

Doris Nix, Director
Milwaukee County Federated
Library System
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Moen, Lisa

From: Douglas Baker [dbaker@kenosha.lib.wi.us]

Sent: Tuesday, March 09, 1999 6:23 PM

To: WIPUBLIB

Cc: Kenosha News; Sen.Wirch; Rep.Steinbrink; Starzyk, Samantha; Rep.Kreuser; Moen, Lisa;
Rep.Olsen

Subject: Testimony to the Senate Education Committee

Below is a copy of the testimony | plan to give tomorrow at Senate
Education. Feel free to use any part of it you would like for your
communications with Legislators.

Testimony to the Senate Education Commitiee
On Behalf of the Wisconsin Library Association

March 10, 1999

| am Douglas Baker, Chair of the Wisconsin Library Association’s Library

7+ Development and Legislation Commitiee. | am here today to speak in favor of

. the Wisconsin Library Association’s 1999 Legislative Agenda, which is -
attached to this testimony for the record. Our Legislative Agenda includes
support of a number of important programs, which are effectively summarized
in the broad vision statement: "Access for anyone, from anywhere, at any
time."

That vision statement is part of the Wisconsin Library Technology Strategic
Plan, which was developed last year at the Library Technology Planning
Conference, co-sponsored by the Department of Public Instruction and the
Depariment of Administration. The issues addressed by our Legislative Agenda
can all'be linked in one way or another to carrying out this broad vision.
. Statewide support for.our vision is demonstrated by the long listof -

- Wisconsin organ;zatlons that-have officially endorsed our Leg:siatwe
Agenda. That list is atiached to my testimony as a reminder that | come here
before you to represent them.

Now, let me share with you our position on the Governor's hiennial budget
proposal and several bills that are hefore you for consideration.

The Biennial Budget

We believe that the budget proposal recently released by the Governaor's
Office missed an excellent opportunity to set good public policy for
libraries in the state. We want to work closely with you and your colleagues
on a number of significant issues to make a better budget for this coming
bisnnium.

One of these issues is the continuation of the Badgerlink program. This
exciting new electronic resource brings over 4,000 magazine and newspaper
titles to Wisconsin citizens at their businesses, homes, schools, and

libraries over the Intemet. The cost effectiveness of this program is its

best selling point, since subscriptions to this service on a library fo

library basis would be at least thirty times more expensive than providing

it by the state. Badgerlink is a real winner for Wisconsin taxpayers, and

the Department of Public Instruction’s proposal to fund it at $2,536,000

over the next biennium should be enacted.

A second issue is the criticat and ongoing need to adequately fund Wisconsin
's public library systems. Year after year of funding freezes have left
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library systems without the resources necessary to effectively carry out the
mission for which they were created, During the last session of the
Legislature, a Legislative Council Study Committee found that significant
increases in funding were required to make library systems strong and vital
partners in the delivery of library services in this state. Failure to meet

this demonstrated need has, over time, threatened the availabitity of open
access to our public libraries; and fatlure to fix this problem now

threatens the continued existence of this important program for the future.

Over the past several months, the Library Association and the Board of
Regents have teamed up to fight for new funding in this biennium to build
the print and electronic collections at UW libraries. The Governor's budget
proposal acknowledges the importance of these specialized information
resources, and supports advanced study and research in Wisconsin by
approving a majority of the Regent's request. Funding for this purpose must
continue at least at the level proposed by the Governor, This proposal for
UW libraries does not include funding for the separate and equally important
Badgerlink program, which expands the availability of electronic resources
at public, school, and academic libraries across the state.

- Initiatives in the Governor's budget proposal to improve the TEACH Wisconsin

program are certamly praiseworthy. However, fo continue to pay for this
program with revenue from the Common School Fund robs our school libraries

. -of the resources essential to their migsion. As a state, we cannot continue

to invest in educational technciogy with money that was meant to buy

[ schooibooks

Equally troublesome is this budget proposal’s failure to maintain adequate
funding for statewide resource contracts with the Library for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped, Wisconsin Interlibrary Services, Milwaukee Public
Library/interlibrary Loan, and the Cooperative Children’s Book Center. These
small, but vital, services need modest funding corrections to match their
increased cost of doing business.

Senate Bills

5 The Wxsconsm leraw Assoc;at;on enthusmsi:caiiy supporis SB 59, SB 60

i and SB 62; and we a very appreciative that they have been introduced in ’ihxs

session of the Legislature for your consideration.

SB 59 creates a library lending incentive aid program, which encourages
- public libraries to continue to make their collections available for loan to
people who live outside their municipal boundaries. 1t has long been a
matter of statewide concemn to encourage this. To the inattentive eye, it
may even seem that this system is working in Wisconsin. | am here today 1o
tell you that Wisconsin municipalities are no fonger in a position to stand
by and allow their public libraries to give away library services to
non-residents without fair compensation. This threatens the continuation of
open access to public libraries in Wisconsin.

SB 59 addresses this issue directly. It is modeled on a bill developed by
the Legislative Council Study Committee in the last session of the
Legislature and passed by a majority of the Senate in that session. We
strongly urge you to consider this bill favorably and report it out fo the
floor for action.

SB 80 recognizes that public library systems should be eligible o receive
financial agsistance under the TEACH Wisconsin program. Public fibrary
systems, in many parts of the state, are the agencies that are taking the

lead in providing new fechnologies at their member libraties. This role of

public library systems needs 1o be recognized under the TEACH program. 5B 60
also fixes a problem for muiti-branch public libraries, which are currenily
ineligible to receive TEACH assistance for the cost of telecommunications
among branches. It just makes sense to correct these oversights in the
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original TEACH legisiation now.

SB 62 cleans up and clarifies the language passed in 1997 Wisconsin Act 150,
so that it rnatches the original intent of the Legislative Council Study
Committee. We strongly urge you to follow through with these corrections to
current law.

In closing, | would like to assure you that the Wisconsin Library
Association will work with you to mount an energetic effort to get a full
hearing on these and other important issues that affect the success of
Wisconsin libraries and the quality of life for all Wisconsin citizens.

Doug Baker

Kenosha Public Library

812 56th Street

PO Box 1414

Kenosha, Wi 53141-1414

{(414) 605-2160, Ext. 1024, Phone
{414) 805-2170 FAX
dbaker@kenosha.lib.wi.us
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The Wisconsin Library Technology Stra'zegic Plan has been endorsed by the following orghnizations:

- Council on Library and Network Development (COLAND)
Friends of Wisconsin Libraries (FOWL). -
. System. and Resource lerary Adnnmstrat()rs Assacxat;on of Wisconsin (SRLAAW)
Wiscensm Educataonai Media Assocla.taon (WEMA) - .
Wisconsin Health Sczence Lzbrary Assoc:lanon (W HSLA)
Wisconsin lerary Assoc;atlon (WLA)
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Preface

The Department of Public Instruction is committed to using technology to foster resource sharing,
and it supports continued development of statewide library networks to improve access to
information resources for all Wisconsin residents. This plan reflects this commitment. The use of
technology to promote greater access to information will be in cooperation and coordination with
the Wisconsin library community. The ultimate vision of this plan‘is to ensure that:-

All Wisconsin residents have equitable, convenient, and universal access to the information
and knowledge resources they need to meet personal, work, educational, and community
goals. This is facilitated by the participation of Wisconsin libraries in statewide networks
linking library resources through appropriate technology and technology standards.

The goals and objectives outlined in this plan will help make this vision a reality.

John T. Benson
State Superintendent
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1. Introduction

Access: oo et e
-—-—--FarAnyone : o _ R

— From Anywhere
--At Any sze

These three phrases characterize our vision of a Wisconsin hbrary and mfc
Today, librarians in Wisconsin know that by workmg together with library advocates an:
information professionals they can help the reszéents of Wlsconsm achlevc alevel of informatio

access only dreamed of fifteen years ago.

This straicgzc ‘plan for using technoiogy is the product of a’ process whlch be
Library Technology ’P}armmg Ccnference held February 23-24, 1998. It's
beehive OCLC terminals and thc first App},e microcomputers. Tt started wi
of card cata.iogs to r.mima cataiogs Tt started with the. first WISCA'{‘ on:
the first online searches of ERIC. Wisconsin libraries have developed a
which has enabled us to construct a strategic plan that will benefit all our

A strategic plan should be set forth in-broad terms. Itincludes goals and ob
include specific details on how the vision will be achieved:  The next step will be

implementation plans. Implementation plans will be living documents; they wﬂl need to bc
continually reviewed to reflect changes in techno}ogy and changes in the mfmmaﬂan :
state’s remdents = : i

’i‘has strategxc plan reﬂects the dmswn ..statutory cnmrmsszon to pmmﬂte cOon
types of libraries and to coordinate the development’ of networks to foster 1 resou
Department of Public Instruction’s Division for Libraries and Community Learnin
continuing to bring together the Ws,sconsm library: commumty for the benefi
hbrarzes and more nnpertantiy, for the beneﬁt of aii Wzsccnsm remdents '

Aithough ieadershxp for tha develo;)ment of thls pian was. prewded by the Dmsmn-s Libraries and
Community Learning, it is hoped that other library organizations and agencies: will find common
ground with the vision, goals and objectives contained in the plan. The division. acknowledges the
involvement of the Library Technology Conference Steering Committee, the participants in the
conference and preceding forums and input from other interested parties.. More information on the
Library Technology Conference is in Appendix C and on the conferencc Web site at
http://www.dpi.state. wius/dicl/ ld/techconf.html, P L TR S
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2. Statutory Framework for Library Networking

The legislature has long recognized the importance of libraries and library networking in the state.
This recognition is incorporated in chapter 43 of the state statutes, which charges the Department
of Public Instruction and the Council on Library and Network Development with a variety of
responsibilities and tasks related to libraries, library networking and interlibrary cooperation. In
addition, the Department of Administration, as outlined in chapter 16 of the statues, has a variety of
responsibilities in the areas of technology, technology planning and telecommunications. These
legislative declaranons and the areas of responsibilities are outimed below.

The legislature recognizes

o The importance of free access to knowledge, information, and diversity of ideas by all
res1dents of this state

e The cntzca} ro}e played by public, school, special and acadernic libraries in providing
that access -

e That the most effective use of library resources in this state can occur only through
interlibrary cooperation among all types of libraries and through the effective use of
technology

» The major educational, cultural and economic asset that is represented in the collective
knowledge and information resources of the state’s libraries

The legislature declares

» That it is the policy of this state to provide laws for the development and improvement
of pubhc hbrar;es, school hbranes and mterhbrary coopﬁrauan among all types of
libraries - :

The legislature directs the Department of Public Instruction to

e Promote cooperation and resource sharing among public libraries, school libraries, other
types of libraries and related agencies .

e Plan, coordinate, evaluate and set statewide priorities for the development of networks
to enable library cooperation and resource sharing within this state
Maintain a statewide database (WISCAT) of library materials

s Accept, on behalf of the state, grants from the federal government

The legislature directs the Department of Administration to

Be responsible for statewide information technology planning
¢ Develop and maintain a statewide long-range telecommunications plan
¢ Provide (in coordination with the TEACH Wisconsin program) Wisconsin's public and
nonpublic schools, postsecondary institutions and public libraries with an affordable
telecommunications network for the transmission of voice, video and data

Wisconsin Library Technology Strategic Plan, page 2




3. Building a Statewide Library Network

Each library must determine its level of participation in the evolving statewide librar

development of a statewide library network will build on the substantial netw: -km > inf _:_Iructurc
already in place. This infrastructure can.be generally divided into mndmts- : n The = -
conduits consist of the networkin g infrastructure, which. includes. local area 2%
networks, the public/private teleconnnumcatxons networks.and the host of pr
linkages between these networks to facilitate the flo information. T
information that is accessed and transported by the network conduits to

information may reside in the patron’s local hbrary or halfway around the s
content come together for the library patron in the form of a graphical works
Intcmet access For examglcs of the constltuent parts of {he condmts and cont

The term*‘statewide library network™ is‘used oniy inthe ‘conceptual sense Thy
will notbe-a: smgle structure; Sucha stmcmrc is neither feasible nor desirable;
decentralized and distributed networks or at 4 time when tépositories of infor
decentralized and distributed. - Rather; a statewide library network will be:an:
network of local, regmnal and statewide networks - 'The degree of interconnect]
dependent on the technology used—which will, in turn, be détermined by commen _

Se_rvxcc s

Governance

Geography

Or a combination thereof

For many libraries these commonalties are already well defined. A state library network can
enhance existing service structures and assist in developing new service strucmres for resource
:sharing as changmg needs and demands Warrant

A statewide library network will seek to enhance the network conduits and access to content for
libraries already networked. This will allow these libraries to experiment with more advanced
networking topologies and protocols and various methods for delivery of content. A statewide
library network will also seek to provide some degree of access for libraries now isolated from the
networked world, ensuring them a basic level of both network participation and access to
information.

-Wisconsin Library Technology Strategic Plan, page 3




4. Vision Statement
Access for anyone from anywhere at any mme.

All Wzsconsm reszdems have eqmtable convenient, and umversal access to the
information and i?zowledge resources they need to meet personal, work, educational and
community goals. This is faczlzmted by the pamczpatzon of Wisconsin libraries in

statewide networks lmkmg lzbmry resources through appropnate Zecknolagy and
technology standards '

This vision smicmcnt scrveci as.a keynow for parncxpams at the February 23-24, 1998, Library
Technaiogy Planning Conference. A vision is just that: it is a vision. It is a statement of where
one hopes to be at a future date and it does not wholly reflect the current environment. A -
consaderable amount of wcrk must-be done in the coming years to. make this -vision a reakty far our
state’s hbranes and cmzens The second sentence of the vision descnbes in general terms, how
technoiegy can help move the Wisconsin l;hrary community: cioser to making this vision a reality.
This is explained in more detail in section 3, “Building a Statewlde Library Network.”
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5. Goals and Objectives

-~ As befits a strategic plan, the goals and ebjecnves listed on the fo}lowm g pages :
More specific-implementation processes will be developed t0 accomphsh he g
" As indicated in the introduction, the goals and objectives focus primarily or th
Public Instruction’s statutory comimission to promote and develop. networ
cooperation and resource sharmg among alt types of hbranes It 13 hepcd
of libraries will find common ground with many of these ggals

The goals and: objecuves below are bascd on ths: foilowmg assumpuons

Coﬂectlon dsvelopment is pﬁmérﬂy a local resp()nszblhty Ind1v1dual hbrary
and will-remain, a critical element in meeting the: mformauon needs of the st

collectrons
4) Much information, mcludmg many pcpular matenals wﬂi be avaﬂabl
for many years. ’
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Al residents have access

| » All libraries in Wisconsin will have direct Internet access to facilitate

toa statewude hbrary pax_ticipatian_.i_a_ the __ne_twark.
network which' prowdes '
access to information from - Eiectromc hbrary mformatmn systems are hnked to the network
libraries and other mcludmg shared and mdxvxdual automatad library systems and’
locations. interlibrary loan systems,
e Through the BadgerLink program, the state assists in funding full-text
databases and information resources available in electronic format to all
- 'Wisconsin libraries and residents. : -
e The state u_ﬁibn ca_taloé, MSCA’_{, is linked to the network and facilitates
access to iibr.ary resources.
_'0' The d1v1smn estabhshes and mamtmns the Badgeerk Website.
. Vaiue»added Web sites are lmked to the Badgeerk Webmte
. Key pabixcanons, pamcnlariy govemment matenals and rare h:stonca}
materials, are digitized and accessible via the network.
1 Libraries have collections | » The state funds and 'ma:iéges. '.c't')nll':rziét'si to assist Wiﬁ.l. _&ae shariﬁ_g'of
| that meet the needs of their |  materials statewide. '
primary clientele and are
{ also available to other # The state facilitates the development of shared automated systems to
‘Wisconsin residents facilitate resource sharing.
| through a statewide ' S ’
library network. ¢ Automated interlibrary loan, which incorporates appropriate policy and

technical protocols, is an integral part of the network.

A comprehensive materials
delivery system supports
the sharing of ibrary
materials throughout the
state.

¢ An advisory committee for the existing intersystem deiiv'ery service is
established and provides guidance as the delivery system develops.

e Public librafy systems continue to develop delivery services to meet the
needs of their members.

* Contracts and agreements facilitate the participation of all types of
libraries as the delivery system develops.

¢ Electronic delivery options are explored and built into the statewide
library network as they become service- and cost-effective.
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Training for library staff

and patrons is

incorporated at every level -

. Traamng will be provzded by 2 wide vanezy
public hbra;ty systems, Cocperat;ve Edacano Vi
libraries, and otber educatzonai mstltutlons and

of a statewide library
network. ® Technical training is developed and xmpiemented across the state for all
features of a statewide library network.
® The Division. for Libraries and Comm&mty Learning: comrdmates training
for accessing spemfic mformatmn resources.that it Supports: {e.g,
WISCAT Badgeri,mk ﬁliimtexz databases, mterhbrary loa,n)
s The Dmszon for le ' ries and C ; ty Learning ass:sts schools and
: ---l_:br_aﬁas m app_iyin_g for, and using CH W:sccnsm staff éevelopment
:' 'o k Strate . 01: ensunng techmcal expemse at Iocal and regzonai levels are
developed. .
® User groups are crgamzed to ensure ongoing support and. fecdback for all
aspects of the network.
The Division for Libraries | o The dl‘VlSlOl‘l establishes ongoing communication and inte 2 tzanwnh afl
and Community Learning types of libraries, library groups, the education corr
| takestheleadin ... | organizations in the state to implement various gspec
-_ jfaclhtaiing nnplementatzon ~ library network S o T
| of a statewide library
network. * Reports on xmpiementatlon of this plan are mcludedi inthe maﬁdaxory

e The division facilitates network development and access v a'projects

biennial reports of the division to the Council onr L1
Develcpment and shared with other interast grfmps

* The dlvzsmn deveiops speczficaﬂons and bid docx_zments- an
services to enhance development of a statewde hbzmy miwork and
access to content via that network. 3

funded b"’y t’hg Lihrmy Services and Technclogy Act

* The dxv;s:on conimues to advocate for fundmg m ass;st hbrams wnth
their technology neeés ,

e The division ccllabemcs with other izbrams and hb'
developing a  public relations effort to raise pu
gubernatorial awareness of the benefi ts of a sta:emde hbrary mtwork
and to promiote’ sapport for it. g




Appendlx A. Features and Cﬂmponents of a Statew1de Library Network

The conceptuahzaiaon of the evolving statewide khra:y network is shown below. The conduits, as
previously noted, provide the network connectivity and access. The content is the: information
provided directly or indirectly over the networks. - The user interface is at the intersection of these"
two key segments. It provides access to information for library staff and:patrons througha
networked workstation with access to the Web.

Cduits

Content

The main components or features of the above three segments are listed below, (Acmnyms are

defined in Appendxx D)

Condatts

. ngrams fam!ttatmg
Internet access

* BadgerNet
* TEACH Wisconsin
e Horate

¢ Library Services and
Technology Act

e Technology Literacy
Challenge Fund

e Linking automated systems
= Local
¢ Regional
* State
e Interlibrary Loan
® Document delivery
» Electronic
o Physical

- Wisconsin Library Technology Str ategwi’la ;

User Interface

. Netwarked 1.tév.ca'rl«csm:iem
. Graph;cs—based
e Text-based
¢ Different levels of
« User interaction
® Access
* For staff
¢ For patrons
» Cross platform support
. Tmi;zing
* TEACH Wisconsin
¢+ Technology Literacy
Challenge Fund
o Technical support

s Interface defined by
local library

. Physic'az collections
. Mﬁ}umedza | o
® Electronic collections-.
» Popular, full-text databases
. Spcciaizze:é databascs
* Web resources :
» Peer mv;ewed sites
¢ Local/regional sites
s Library onlm' catalags
“Loc
* Regional
» State (WISCAT)
*National

resources




Appendix B. Technology-related Activities of the Department of Public
Instmctiun and the I)epartment of Admini_str_atiﬂn_ __

Listed below are several key activities and programs of the Department of Publ' In tmcticn s
Division for Libraries and Community Leammg and the Depa:rtmeu’ of
These activities will help achieve the vision, goals, and objectwes of the Wisco:
Technology Straicglc Plan.

Department of Public Instruction:

¢ Cosponsored with the state Depaxtment of Administration the’ 1998 Li
| Pianmng Conference o

funds for this access through 1999 and seek state fundmg m the b"
program. ribe

will develop a model for hnkmg together WISCAT local and shared aut na

U Mamtams the QuiLL mterhbrary loan managemcnt system and expler
mterhbrary loan systcms

grants to school districts.

+ Continues to manage the federal Lzbrary Services and Technology Act p "
grants to libraries and library sysiems

s  Assists schools and public la,branes m participate in the state TEAC}{ W __(_)_1_18__ n and Badgerth
programs and the federal E-rate program. LR e

e Uses state and federal programs and funding to help the Department of Public Instruction reach
its goal, adopted in 1994, that “by the year 2,000 every PK-12 school and library in Wisconsin
will have full, direct (not dial-up) access to the Internet.” '

e Implements information and technology literacy standards for schoois :

s Improves access to and prcscrvatzon of state government mformaﬂaa in electmmc fezm
Manages a shared online catalog and circulation system for state: aggncy hb;anes
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Department of Administration:

Manages BadgerNet, the state’s telecommunication network for the transport of voice, video
and data.

Provides statewide acquisitions and contract management for a variety of technology hardware,
software, and network services.

Provides financing options for some network acquisitions.
Directs Wisconsin state government information technology planning.

Assists in making state government information available via the Web by, among other things,
overseeing state agency Web development.

Works closely w_ith the’i‘EACH Wisconsin program, providing necessary technical assistance
and general program administration.
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Appendix C. The Library Technology Planning .C?!?f#gjeﬂ_c..‘?:_,.( brua
Overview and Background Information

In April 1997 the state Legislative ( Counc;l’s Speczal Study Comm;ttee on.
recommended that the Department of Public Instruction, in cooperatmn
Administration, hold a Library Technoiogy Planning Confcrence with p
libraries. The DPI fully supported this recommendation, and in Septe
Supermtendent John Benson appomted a statemde steenng comnuttee

The confercncc sponsored _]omtly by the Dapartment of Public Instrﬁ
Administration, was held on February 23-24, 1998, This was an invit
eighty-four participants. The participants representﬁd academic, pubhc sch
libraries, library orgamzatwns and other key stakeholders. More detaulcd infi
conference report, is on the cc)nfer ¢ ""'_Web site at
http !/wwwld i state.y

all'libraries, educatzoﬁa} ‘inst
format: and to- other databasas
for access th:ough_ Dec_cmbe_r 1

the evelopmcnt of an entcrpnse
tion, the DOA is responszbi

The Department of Adrmmstratzon
technology for state governmen
telecommunications network. Badge ‘available to all state PK-12
academic institutions. With access to information mcreasmgly depend:
and affordable petworking infrastructure, the DOA plays a key role in df:vel
and information networks. The department is also responsible for the "
funds technology access and use m our state s PK-12 schools, msﬁtutze

public libraries. -

Conference Goal

The lerary Technology Pianmng Conference goai was to develo;; co
community on the strategic d;rectmn for further deveiopment of lit
technology. This consensus was attameci througix the confereﬁce '
identified top priorities in such areas as fcaturﬁs of a state 11brary o
funding. The strategic direction that evolved from this consensus served as a basis for developing
this plan and will serve as a basis for developing any legislative package submzted as paﬁ of the
1999/2001 biennial budget. :
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The Process and a Summary of“Cbtﬁzfé}'éhé.é Results

The conference participants addressed five issues through group processes and priority setting
exercises. In the first session, all participants worked together in developing ideas and priorities in
connection with the major issue, under the program heading “Features of Statewide Electronic
Library Networks.” Participants then divided into smaller workgroups to consider four other

issues: (1) training, (2) technical assistance, (3) document delivery, and (4) educating decision
makers. Follow-up sessions by all participants developed priorities for training, technical assistance
and document delivery. There was broad agreement on the need to educate decision makers; no
priorities were developed for this issue. The information below summarizes the workgroup
sessions and the preferences from the priority exercises. This information is extracted from the
conference report, which includes much more information.

Features of Statewide Electronic Library Networks. There were more than 400 individual
comments related to this topic. The top priorities can be summarized under the categories of
network access, the user interface, and access to content, Network access priorities include
Internet access for all libraries, linking automated systems, flexible interlibrary loan, and statewide
delivery of electronic as well as print resources. User interface priorities include a GUI (graphical
user interface) based Web interface, different levels of use, cross platform support, and training.
Content priorities include access to library collections, statewide licensing of full-text and other
databases, and developing a list of quality Web resources. '

Training Issues: Some of the needs identified by these workgroups included methods for training
staff and patrons, use of distance education (e.g., videoconferencing), use of computer-based

- training (CBT), and training focused on topical issues (e.g., licensing, copyright, policy

Technical Assistance Issues: The top recommendations in this area included setting a base level of
funding to provide adequate hardware / software / high-speed Internet connections in every public
library; and a state-defined minimum standard for hardware/software and network access. Also
mentioned was the need for a hierarchy of state and regional level specialized personnel in such
areas as technology implementation, Web page design, network design/administration, training and
security.

Document Delivery Issues: The major findings from the workgroups on this issue were the need
for all libraries to have access to effective delivery services, the need for multiple or flexible delivery
options, direct electronic access to content, and direct delivery to patrons.

Educating Decision Makers: There was general consensus on this critical need, and this
workgroup did not conduct a priority setting exercise. Some of the key issues discussed included
the need for regular communication with key stakeholders and othier groups and the need to -

demonstrate linkages among networks and show how a statewide library network is dynamic, not
static. Another key theme was the need for a coordinated state lobbying effort by the library
community, emphasizing how the network will benefit al libraries and citizens.
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Appendix D. Program Descriptions
Below are brief descriptions of some of the key programs referenced in this plan.

BadgerLink: BadgerlLink is a project of the DPI's Division for Libraries and Community
Learning. Its goal is to provide Wisconsin residents with increased access to information resources
in cooperation with the state’s public, school, academic, and special libraries. BadgerLink focuses
on content by providing access to information resources using existing telecommunication
networks (e.g., BadgerNet) and Internet connections. The concept of BadgerLink was a key topic
discussed at the February 1998 Library Technology Planning Conference. BadgerLink represents
an initial attempt to implement the technology plan’s first goal, to provide access to information.
For more information, see the BadgerLink Web site at http://www.dpi.state. wi.us/badgerlink.

BadgerNet: BadgerNet is the state’s next generation of voice, data and video networks and
communication services. It serves all state, regional and local units of government, public libraries,
K-12 schools, institutions of higher education and any entities eligible for the TEACH Wisconsin
program. BadgerNet is part of the Department of Administration. For more information, see the

BadgerNet Web site at hitp://www state. wi.us/.statewide/ badgernet/

E-rate: The E-rate (Education-rate) is a federal program designed to provide K-12 schools and
public libraries with discounts from 20 to 90 percent on costs related to telecommunications,
Internet and internal connections. For more information, see the DPI’s E-rate Web site at
http://www.dpi.state. wi.us/dpi/dlcl/pld/erate. html.

TEACH Wisconsin: TEACH (Technology for Educational ACHievement) Wisconsin is a major
state educational technology program that provides support for educational technology and for
telecommunications access by eligible organizations. The program is designed to accelerate the use
of technology by libraries, K-12 schools and institutions of higher education. For more
information, see the TEACH Wisconsin Web site at hitp://www teachwi state wi.us/.

Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA): The LSTA program is a federal grant program
administered by the Division for Libraries and Community Learning. Several key purposes of the
LSTA program are to establish or enhance electronic linkages among or between libraries, to assist
libraries in accessing information through electronic networks, and to encourage libraries to
establish consortia and share resources. For more information, see the DPI’s LSTA Web site at
http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/dpi/dicl/pld/ista.html.

Technology Literacy Challenge Fund (TLCF): The TLCF program is a federal grant program
administered by the Division for Libraries and Community Learning. The key purpose of the TL.CF
program is to support the national technology goals that teachers have the training and support
needed to help students learn through technology, that all students and teachers have modemn
computers in their classrooms, that every classroom be connected to the Internet and that effective
software and online resources be integrated with the curriculum.
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Many perspectives on books for children and young sdulis are available o these
associated with the Cooperadee Children’s Book Center (2CBC), 5 Bbrary of the
School of Edueation ar the University of Wisconsin—Madison. Additional
information sbout the CUBC can be foand near the end of this publication.

We created CCBC Chosces within the cnvironmenst of the Coaperative
Chifdeen’s Book Center. As a book examination cenzer and research library, the
CCBC receives review copies of almost all of che wrade and alwernative press books
published in English in the United Stares for children and young adults during the
year. Each week during 1998, we examined newly published bouks. We
subsequently rwad many of them, We discussed hundreds formally or informally
with other librarians and educators in Wisconsin and elsewhere in the nation, and
many were discussed on COBC-Ner, the nadonal electronic book discussion group
maderted by the CCBC. -

The COBC receives daily requests for informarion abour contemporary and
rorical books for chifdren and young adalts. We keow firsthand from seachers
and fibrarians, from university faculty, and from studenss who are studying to
becoms veachers and librarians ¢hat dhey want o find books with aceurate
information on mavters inpostant to the young peaple in their chasstooms, schools
and librasis, The people we meet know thar roday's children and young adults
have many questions and need information In order to bester understand che
society in which they live, the people they krow and even themselves. Our
colluagues are looking for books that are commended for these reasons,

Our exiceria are uncoinplicared: an exceltent book is both intewsting and
acenrate, The way in which these criteria ate realived is as varied as the books
themsedves.

Book discussion is an impertran fxcior in our choosing hooks for CCBC
Chotres, We hold monthly discussions, open to any adube whe woald like o
attend, o Jook critically 2t some of the new books we have received at the CUBCL
Generally these books are so new they have nat yer been reviewed in the
professional jowrnals. We strive through discussion w articulate our first crivical
responses w the books in questien, using CCBC Book Discussion Guidelines {see
Appendix 1),

In addivion w these monshly discassions, we host annual award discussions,
using the criteriq for eligiblity and excellence established by national book award
committees, The award discussions provide an epportunity to fook crisieally ac
samne of the year's outstanding children’s books. In lare 1998 we held discussions of
bouks cligible for the Batchelder Award, the Caidecott Medal, the Coretta Scont
King Award, and the Newbery Award. We discussed books eligible for the
Américay Award for Latino lieerarure caddy in 1999, bus this discussion was held
1w late for the outcome to be inchided in CCBC Chorres 1998,

in CCBC Choices, we bring a wide range of books 0 ous.cotleagnes’
attension, We hope everyone who uses this publicarion is aware that every book
revommended hovg is no necessaily for every child or wvery classtiom ar every
family. We are confident, however, thas everyone using CUBC Chofiss wilt find a
signitis ane number of books char will delight, inform or sdmulate the insere
curiosiey of many of the children and young teenagers for whom our colleagues
have somse o of professional, academic or career responsibiliy.

CCBC Chaives 1998

Results of the CCBC Award Discussions

COBC Bacchelder Awand Discussion )
(Tramstated book published i the Uinired Btaves}

Winnes: Thanks 1 My Mather by Schoschana Rabinovici . ..:,u:mmumoi
from the Geroan by James Skobield. U5, edidon: Dia,
1998,

Honor Beol: Secrer Letters from 8t 16 by Susie Morgenstesa, Translaved

from the French by Gill Rospes. ULS. edivon: Viking, 1958,

COBEC Caldecots Award Discussion

{Distinguished iHlustration by a U5, citben of tesident) o )

Winfies: Snow Hustrazed apd written by Uri Shalevire.
Farrar Straus Girous, 1998,

Honor Books: Jobn Willy and Freddy McGer iHuserated and witten by
Holly Meade. Masshall Cavendish, 1998, )
Lucy Dove ittusursred by Leonid Gore. Wrinien by
Janice del Negro. DK Ink, 1998, ]
My Name Is Gevrgia: 4 Portvait lusteaved and wrinen by
feanetre Winter, Sitver Whistle/Frarcourt Brace, 1998,

CCRC Corettr Scote King Award Discussion: Author

{Distinguished wriring by an African American suchory

Wianet: The Shin I'm In weiteen by Sharon G, Flake. jump at the
Sun/Hyperion, 1998,

Honor Books: Awmistad: A Long Read to Freedom written by
Waleer Dean Myers. Dutton, 1998,
Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His Orchestra wrivien by
Andrea Davis Pinkney, Hlustrared by Brian Pinkney.
Hyperion, 1998, ]
From Slave Ship to Freedom Road wrinien by Jalius Lescer.
fHustrared by Rod Brown. Dial, 1998,

CCBC Coterta Seots King Award Discussion: Hlustrater

(Distinguished Hustration by an Afkcan American ardsty ]

Winner Duke Elfingtan: The Plano Prince and His Orehestra luseeated
by Brizn Pinkney. Written by Andrex Davis Pinkney.
Hyperion, 1998,

Honor Books: Black Cowbay, Wild Horses: A True Story iHustrated by
Jerry Pinkney. Weirten by Julius Lester. Dial, 1998
From Skeve Ship o Freedom Road lustated by Rod Brown,
Wrirten by Julius Lester. Dial. 1998,

CCBC Mewbery Award Discussion )

(Dsringuished wrizing for children by 2 U5, citizen or resident) ]

Winner: Floles written by Louis Sachar, Frances Foster Books/
Farrar Straus Giroux, 1998,

Hosor Bool: Fas G wristen by Viginia Faower Wolff. Scholastic. 1998
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m_u_n__ Charlotte Zolotow Award

Fhe Charfoue Zolorow Award is given ansually o the author of the best pietire
baok 1est published in the United States in the preceding year, Established ia
1897, the award is named to henor the work of Charlotte Zolotow, a
distinguished children’s book editor for 38 years with Harper Jusior Books, and
aushor of more than 65 picrure books, including such dassic works as My, Rabbir
and the Lovely Fresent (Hazper, 1962) and Williams Doll (Harper, 1972}, Ms.
Zolotow arzended the University of Wisconsin in Madison on a writing
scholasship from 1933 16 1936, where she studied wich Professor Helen C. White.

The award 35 administered by the Cooperative Children's Book Center, a
children's literature library of the School of Education a¢ the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. Each year 2 commiuee of children’s literarure experts selects
the winner from the hooks published in the proceding year. The winning author
receives a cash prize and a bronse medal designed by UW.-Madison Art professor
Philip Hamilten, based on an original drawing by Harricts Barron of
HarperCollins. The award is formally presented i October, prior o the annual
Chatloue Zolotow Lecture on the U —Madison campus. .

Any piceure boak for young children {birth theough age seven) thar is firse
published in the Unised Stazes and wrizten by a (1.8, citizen or resident s cligible
for consideration for the Charlotte Zaloww Award. The hook may fafl into any
geare of wrising [fiction, sonficion, poerry, or folklare) as long as it is présented
i a picture book Foromat and zimed at an audience of young children, The
comnities works with a shortliss of titles, selected by she GOBC professional staff.
Cammirtee members may suggest additional ticles they, think showubd be' included
on the shoredist, however, all titles are subject 1o dve approval of the COBC
professional ssaff. Books writen by Charlotte Zolotow are not eligible for the
award. :

In addition to choesing the award-winaing title, the commirree oay sclect np
ta three Honor Books, and up to ten titles 1o be incladed on a Highly
Commended bist thae will call arcention 1o oursranding writing i pierure books.
Aarhogs of these books will receive a certificare citing the honor.

The selection comimiee is comprised of members of the Friends of the
CCBC, Iow. Meabers are appointed to a two-year term by the CCBC professional
staff, based on an individuals knowledge of children’s books; 2 demonstrated
abiliey ro evaluare children’s books and discuss then critically; and/or direct
sxperience working professionally with children from birdh through age seven.

Membess of the second annual Charlorte Zolorow Award Commitiee weres
Margarer Jensen, chair (st and Znd grade teacher, Huege! Elementary Schoal,
Madison, Wisconsin); Patricia Bakula (childeen's tibrarian, retived, Glendale,
Wiscensin}; Geri Ceei Cupery {librasian, Madison Public Library, Madison,
Wisconsin); Helen Jubins {preschosl teacher, Luther Memosial Chureh Chitd
Development Center, Madison, Wisconsiny Megan Schliesman (librarian,
Cooperative Children’s Book Center, UW--Madison); Joun T hron (assistant
professor, Deparement of Curricuhum 3 Instruction, UNW-Green Bay): Lawreen
Yoshing {(librartan, Midvale Elementary School, Madison, Wisconsiny: and
Kathleen T, Horning, ex officio {librarian, Covperative Children’s Book Center,
UW-Madisen).

CCBC Choives 1998 The Lharlorte Zolotow Awand

The 1999 Charlotte Zolotow Award

Winner: Uri Shulevitz for Swow. Farrar Stzzus Giroux, 1998.
Honor Books:

Holly Meade for fohm Willy and Freddy MCee.
Marshall Cavendish, 1998,

Witlian: Secig for Pete’s o Pizza.
Michuel di Capua Books/HarperCollins, 1998,

Highly Commended:
Dienise Fleming for Mama Cat Has Thiee Kittens. Yienry Hole, 1998,

Kevin Henkes for Circle Oogr. Hlustrared by Dan Yacearino,
Greenwillow, 1998.

Bith T, Jones and Susan Kuklin for Darce. Photographs by Susan Kuklin.
Hyperion, 1998

Lynn Reiser for Linle Clam. Greenwitlow, 1998.

Swephanie Swve-Bodeen for Elinaberis Doll.
Hluserared by Christy Hale. Lee 8 Low, 1998,

b
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Observations about Publishing in 1998

How Many Books Were Available for Sale U_.m,m.nm
19982

The most recent edition of Children’s Bovks d0 Print {R.R. Bowker, 1999} sates
that there are 135,858 books from 8,050 LLS, publishers currendy available for
purthase in the United Scares. This number represents an Fn_,mm‘m.n,ob.‘ ,m“wmmv rcaw«
and 550 publishers from one yeat ago. The 1990-91 edition of m\m\uw&émh Books in
Pring {RR. Bowkes, 1990) ced 2 roral of 66268 hooks in print, which means
there are 72,582 more books available now than nine years ago. i

Cleady there ts an abundance of haoks writien, edited and E.:Z_awnm
especially for children and young reenagers available for die youth of this natien,
and an abundance of choices for individuals secking our hooks for rhe young,
whether for personal or professional reasons.

How Many Books Were Published During 19982

As we loak hack at the calendar year of 1998, we estimae that a least 4,500 w
5,006 new trade books were published in the Unired Seates for childien and young
adutts, 2 sumber similar to the estimate we've made during each of the past five
PEATS.
’ The number of new books abways vasics from souree w soures, »np.sw.&m_m w
wha is counting and which sew beoks are included in the rotals. CUBC sstimares
are typically conservative, in that we do net include reprings, paperback cditions of
titles published earlier, Trge print books, book club editions, novelry Vﬁwcfw and
ather categaries often reflected in che numbers provided within the ?uor._sm:ﬁwﬁ
rost or ail of which are included in the 138,858 books currendy available for
purchase. Additienally, the CCBC number sepresents the work of 75 1o _cc, irade
book and alrernative press publishers, nowhere near the 8,050 m:._z_mr...,_,m
represented in the Chifdrens Books fn Print statistic. As a resulr, our estimate for
the number of new books has remained steady i recent years.

Elotiections of children’s and young adult lirerature ar the COBU generally do
not include books published fur adulrs, even though some books publishied for
adulss do appeal 10 (and occasionally ase claimed by} weenagers.

How Many Books Are in CCBC Choices 19987

“Phere are 298 hooks listed in CCBC Choices 1998, OF these, 16 represent the fiest
published works of 16 authers and 10 ilustrators; 31 were originally published
auwside the United States or simulaneausly in the United States and their country
of origin, three of which are manslations; 11 were published by four smail,
independently owned and operated publishers. To out kaowledge, 179 of the
books we recammend in CCBC Chesces 1998 did not appear on any of the other
naricaally distributed lises of the yoar's best books as of Pebruary 3, 1999,
Most of the buoks in CCBC Choices 1998 are published for an audience
anging i age from infancy w Rourween years, the upper age in ﬂm.d.c mnmﬁ,:m.cm of
“childven” used by the bouk awsrds commitwess of the Assaciatitn for Library
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Service o Children of the American Librury Association (ALA). A few of the
baoks in this edition of CCBC Chedees are vecommended for older ages as well,

As we comment on some of the books pisblished in 1998, please note diae
nor every book we disouss has been seleczed 25 2 1998 CUBC Chedve, Books tha
are not recommended iy this edition of COBC Chercer are designated by the
inclusion of pubhisher infesmatien after thelr rides.

Searching for Multicultural Literature

Curzently there is no agreemeny in the childeens Heraire community on a single
definivion for e word “muttodiugal,” nocis & single defintiion necessary. Ac the
COBC we desigaae books by and abour people of color as multicodtural
titerature.

Mulsicaftural literature continued to be highly visible in 1998 in terms of
overall pumbers. For the dighth consecuative year, many children’s book publishers
published new books by and abow people of color and ane publisher has starred
an imprint devoted to this ype of publishing. However, the special flyers, caralogs
and mailings so commen earlier in the decade have almost vanished, and i 15
important to realize thar these numbers seill represens only a very small percenrage
of the el aumber of mew books published for children and young adubis cach
vear, Sl, we are hopeful that pablishers recogatee that the condnued creation of
high-qualicy muehicultural lirerature is impostant for alf children, and thas the
Corerta Scort King, Américas and Pura Belprd awards fand their honor hooks and
compmended lists} are formal scknowledgements of exceltence 1a muldculnaral
publishing that corminly matter (6 teachers, Bbrarians end parenes.

Mosz of the leerature journals, book review magarines and other professional
publications concerning, education, librarianship, books for childrer and young
adudes, andfor eeading featured reviews, interviews, bibllographics, and asricles
ghout multicattueal literature, continuing a trend of the 1990s. We continue o0
worry, however, that rhe collective inveress of American tweachers, librarians,
parents, publishers and booksellers whe ave sussiders 1o specific cultural and
ethnic groups s moving away from multicudeaal Jeravare, do iy oritical dhae
multicubtural Brerasre be viewed as a substantial component of childress book
publishing, rather than a passing fad or some kind of so.calfed “polivically correct”
type of book publishing, buying and reasling, Only then will its past be honored
and its fature be guatanteed as an integral parc of alf children’s and young adule
Jiteragure.

I¥ individuals and groups within the children’s and young adult lterature
community begin to operats under the premase thas they have 2l the multionfoars]
baoks they meed, the publishing of excelfent new books will dwindbe, new wrirers
and artists will not be nurniered, and the perspectives on multicndueal experience in
ous country will be lost in time. The continmed-and incressed-—publication of 4
wide range of voices from a wide range of cultural perspectives will help ensure thac
all children and young wenagens wilk fiod validadion in the books avalable o them
o vead, a5 well a5 2 stronger understandisg of what it means 1w be o citieen of their
commenity, their nation and the world.

Books by and about Afvicans and African Amevicans

The manber of books creared by Bilack authors and ithistrarors in 998 was only
shighdy higher than the number published during 1997, (The designation * Black”
indicates that CCBC searistics include ook crearors from the Casthbean, England,
and other cosntries whose works are published by U8, publishers. Some books




B

;

12 Observations absut Publishing in 1998 CCBC Choices 1998

with themes 2nd topics related o Caribbean countries are also designated as
Eatina.} .

CCBEG staristics also include books by Black book creacors regardiess of
whether or not the theme ot wpic of = bovk conrains cultural subssance, OF the
roughly 4,500 to 5,800 books published in the United Seates for young people in
1998, the COBC documented 96 that were cecated by Black sughors andfor
iHustrators. (The CCBC documented 88 in this caregory in 1997, 92 in 1996,
106 books in 1995, 82 in 1994, 74 in 1993, 94 in 1992, and 70 in 1991.) The 26
tigles zepresent the published work of 85 individual msthors and iflustrators.

Approxtmazely 188 hooks specifically about African andfor African American
history, culture andfor peoples were documemed at the COBG dusing 1993,
compared o 216 in 1997, 172 in 1996, 94 in 1995 and 166 in 1994,

OF the books by Black book creators published in this nation during 1998,
10 boeoks were published by three small, independently owned publishing
companies: Children’s Book Press, Just Us Books, and Lee & Low,

Six new titles were published by Hyperion's exciting new impring, Jump at
the Sun, which is under dthe divection of edizor Andrea Davis Pinkney and
“celebrates the African-American eaperience.” Four of the austhors published on
Jump at the Sur’s inaugural list are new to the field of childred’s books, We
apphiud Hyperion's efforts o find and publish new voices in Africar American
childres’s bieranure, One of these, Shazon Flake, won the COBC)s Coaretta Scow
King Aushor Award Discussion for her cutstanding fiest novel, The Skin Jin In.
Flake's skifl ar re-creasing the ambiznce of the junior high school social world
throuph outssanding characeerizasion and realistic dialogue makes her a promising
newcomer in young adelr literarure. We hope to sce many more books froms ber in
the years o come.

W did not nore many mher new African American sudhors or sllustracors
entering the field in 1998, bur we were happy to see two established wrirers
expanding into geares beyond those for which they are best kaown. Angela
Johnson, whe has made 2 name for herself writing picture books and novels,
published The Other Side: Sharter Porms, an cutstanding collection of poems based
on her growing-up years in & smalb-town African American community in Shoreer,
Alabarna, Meanwhile, Nikki Grimes, best known as a poet, wrot 2 novel featusing
a sensitive tecnage girl whe is frequently inspired 1o wiite pocrey by the things she
sees and experiences in her Harlem avighborhood. We were also glad to see awthar
Vieginia Harmiton, who has produced several wonderful collectons of folldore in
recent years, etarn to writing novel-writing with Second Coniing, a sequel to
Consing {Phitomel, 1996).

Another longrime favorite, Par Cuminings, successfully tried her hand ac a
board book with the delightful My Awnt Came Back, a collicking rhyme that’s sure
o please roddless. Auther/artist Kea Wilson-Max, wha is erginally from
Zimbabwe and now lives in London, has pleased plensy of voddless with his
dynamic books about 1sucks, trains and planes. He will now carch the atrendion of
their older siblings with 2n engaging boek thas introduces Zuls words in a story
ahout a2 budding friendship. Closes to home, Gavin Curtis and E.B. Lewis’s tender
story of a father-son relationship, The Bar Boy and His Vielin, is set during the
waning days of Megro League baschall,

in general, African American ficrion for any age level, whether in novel of
picture hook formas, was hard 1o find in 19938, but we did choose many
omstanding nonficdon books dealing with African American history. Among
these, the McKissacks' absasbing bivgraphy of Lorraine Hansberry, Young, Black
and Determined, introduces young readers w the life of this gifted playwright while
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the Pinkneys” jazzy picture book Duke Ellingron: Thy Plano Prince and His
Orchesera is likely to have young children dancing i their semicircles. Joyce
Hansen uncovers history that’s been ohscured for conturies in Breabing Gronnd,
Breaking Sience: The Stery of New Yorks African Burial Ground.

Perhaps the most daring and theupht-proveking book of the year is From
Stave Ship to Freedown Rwad, in which Jolins Lester's texe speaks directdy 1o readers,
encouraging them to look closely st Rod Brown's paintings of shavery times, and 10
confrons their owa racism, And in response o the continuing demand for more
information about the Amisted, two owtstanding historics for children were
published in 1998: Amistad: A Long Road 10 Freedom by Walter Dean Myers and
Freedonts Sons: The True Story of the Amistad Mutiny by Suzanne Jurmain, We have
chiosen both volmes for the 1998 edition of CCBC Cheiees.

Books by and about Latinos

At the CCBC, we: try to keep wack of all that is published for young peaple and 10
notice trends and changes, ofien 2 greater challenge for us than one might expect.
Typically we have not been able to provide reliable documentation about the
nuenber of books by other racial or ethnic groups that is comparable wo thar which
we can provide on Black book crearors,

However, an increased namber of books by Latines and abows Latino themes
and topics since 1993 encouraged us, beginning in 1994, to make 2 concerred
cifort 1o document the number of such ttles. In 1998, we connwed 73 new ritles
by Latinos andfor about Latino themes in topics. In 1997 there were 88 dtdes, in
1996 chere were 103, in 1995 chese were 70, and in 1994 we counted 90 Latino
titles.

Ie is discouraging o see this pumber decease significantly for the second year
in a rww, especially since fewer thas half of the rides we counted in 1998 were
produced by Latino authors and ardsts. Addidiorally, we woald expect thar the
two awards established in dhe 19905 o draw anention to outstanding Lasino
books for chitldren and young aduls would be encournging publishers to seek our
works to add to this important bedy of licerarure, The Américas Award, with fts
mission 1o provide visibility for excellent books abour Latin America and Lutinos
in the United States, was established in 1993 and is administered through the
University of Wiscongn—Milwankees Center for Lazin America. The Pura Belpré
Award was established by REFORMA, a unic of the American Library Association,
w0 Formally ackavwledge ourstanding writing for youth by « Latine writer. This
biannual award was first given out in 1996,

Of the small aumber of Latino books published in 1998, we were especially
happy 1o see La Mariposa, a picrase book written by Francisco Jiménez and
Hustrated Simadn Sifva. Jiméner came to the attention of the children’s book
community fast year when his stunning collection of autobiographical short
stories, The Circuit {University of New Mexico Press, 1997), won both the
Asmdricas Award and the Boston Globe-Horn Book Award, and was named an
Horar Book in the Jane Addams Children's Book Award process, It is our heope
that this marks the beginning of a long career in childrew’s books for Fruncisco
Jinsénez,

Anothee newcomer, Amslia Lau Carling, fictionalizes her childhood
experiences in the sdf-dlustrated pleture buok Mama and Papa Have a Store.
Wrirten from che perspective of a child of Chinese insmigrans living in Guatemala
City, her story reminds readers that all of the Americas are comprised of nations of
imnmigrants, We were also happy o note second and third books by Hecror
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Viveros Lee (G Set! Swintd) and Levia Torres (£ hunas Grandmorhers), sespectivi ely.
Bath are promising few voices in Latina lierature for the young,

Books by and about American Indians

The overatl growth in the aumber and qualiey of new books abour contempoary
Native people since 1992 represents @ welcome change. Unfortunately, the e of
that growth has been declining over the past several years. In 1998 we documented
55 books on American lndian themes and ropics, down from the 64 we counted
i 1997, i 1996 we counzed 50 baoks, and in 1995 we found 83 that fell into
this category.

The overali quality of the books that are published contaues w improve,
however, Seurce nores and specificity about a hook's comtent is atways an aid in the
cvaluation of books of information; they are especially valuable in baoks by
American Indians and about American tndian themes and topics. An incressing
wumber of books aow designate the specific Indian nation from which a mle o
subject comes or about which a story is old. More hooks are slso recognizing the
wmporiance of nomenclawure and are wsing the names by which specific American
tndian peoples refer hemselves, We are eptimistic that such sprecthicity will
contitue to be seen in furure books of fiction, infermation and folkiore
soncerning American Indian themes and Lopics and we are hopefil that the
namber of such books will increase again in future years.

Oar records cive 24 specific Indian natons represented among die 55 books
about American indian themes and topics docemented ar the CCBC during
1998. Thirty-seven specific Indian pations were noted in the 64 buoks published
i 1997, 27 were represented in the 50 books documented in 1996, and 32 were
noted in the 83 boaks documented in 1995,

OFf the hooks we documented in 1998, very few are written ot Hluscrated by
MNative authors and artises. OF these, Joseph Brachac continucs to contribute the
bulk of authentic Native [irerature. This year we were especially appreciative of
Heart of # Chief. Bruchacs widdle-grade novel that wakes on imely issues such as
[neian mascots and casing gambling, writeen from the poinz of view of 2 sixth-
grude Peanacook boy growing uf on 2 reservarion, 0 a more whimsical note,
Diagrib wiiter Richard Van Camp teams with Plaios Cree artist George Lintlechild
(o create a surprisingly funny and profoundly moving pictire book abour varked
points of view in Whats vhe Mose Beautifid Thing You Know abaut Horws?

Books by and about Asians and Asian Americans

This year we counted 52 books published fos children shout Astan and Ashan
American themes and topics. fn 1997 there were 46 books, in 1996 there were 45,
i 1995 there were 91, and there were 6% in 1994, As in previous yeass, the
majority of these books deal cither with war or foiklore and, were it not for the kew
photadocumentary bisoks, and the few navels published cach year by writers such
as Laugence Yep, Lensey Namioka and Marie 3. Lee, contemporary Astan and
Asian American children and teenagers would be vircually invisible in the world of
childres's buoks. As it is, we arz once again hard-prossed to find more than a
handful of picrure books featuring contemporary Asian children.

Among the books we especiafly recomsnend are two published by the small,
independent press Les & Low: Cool Medons— Tirn ro Frogs? by Matchew Coltub
and Kaznke G. Stane, a marvelously creative nrroduction o the life and haiku
poetry of lsss and Jorrney Flome by Lawrence McKay, Jr., a pictuse book ahout 2
child terarning to her mother’s birthplace in Vietnam 1 3 ach for family. Sherty

CCBC Chavces 1998 ) Ny
hatces ] D98 Edbservsetions ahent Publishing in T998 15
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Books of International Interest

Forty-one books fisst published in the United States in English after having bee
rranstared fFrom other languages wore doconmeared a dhe COBC ﬁ.w:.l:“ m»vwx rm v_w
these ranstared books only nine were of substantial length. Three M_x:mw:nn_ busoks
were selecred for this edicion of COBC Churves, We especiadly enjoyed the hamor
(& wzc comaandity in rranstated books!) of Susie Morgenstern's novel Seveer Levters
Fom 0w 10, Sex in Paris, this delightiit story is about a fricndship V...,?can,: 2+ bay
and a giet who couldn’t be more different from one another. .}_uh_ M.W:E _“3:?," \._”Nv_,
m\‘;“.ﬂ% Moon Cotld Talk is a gentle, understated bedrime boak by Kawe _.W.EW.,.\. ¥ .\*
Georg Hallensleben, the ssme pair who creared 1997 _::n?;ﬁm&ﬁ._‘ &A.Fw ﬁﬁ. S
edition: Frances Foster/Farrar)., ‘ ) ”
N Participants i the COBCY annual Barchelder Award Dhscussion selecred
Fhanks to My Aather by Schoschana Rabinovics, anslated from the Cerman wp
James Skof ¢ m_u as the outstanding transtated book of the year. This memoir 9?:“,
a Jewish child's survival in 2 Nazi death camp provides a powerful nibuwe n he
streageh .m:m courage of the mother whe kept ber alive, . o
 This edition of COBC Cheires containg 18 books publishad shewhese in
Engtish before being published in the Unieed States or before becoming avatlable
here through distributors specifically promoting tham i this nation nw:n of —rr.
?z.vr..w we nm_un..n_._;_wv. appreciated b this category i Kerena “ﬁﬁ.n_;z.}..i&k#&.n
which familiarizes readers with this joyfal Mustim celebration marking the end cm.,
the holy :ﬁwmm% of Ramadan, Marchants book was originally _Ecz,ﬁrmm_ in B n, i
Another Brisish book, the defighuful fantasy novet Hry Dotter and the .w.o.“"._.“.hw
hs.xm by JK. Rowling, i 1 runaway hit in thag countey and i already n“.i o
be immensely popular here as well. Y e
The w.ﬁ&w:sﬁ&ﬁ is an eerie, omtnous picige book for older readers featuring
the no_....wu_zmi talents of Austrabian writer Gary Crew and Hustrator Steven
Woolman. Canadian writers show their mastery of the short story form .ﬁk Whar
@x.:w‘. a m_cc.mf.v:ucc_nw:ﬂ collection of shoet stories edited by Monica Hughes
that is pare fanasy, part science ferion, and all conjecture about the pase .H‘wn.:,p
and Reture of the buman race. A version of & Persian fotkiale e A_.:_x..w,.., \w wvwd.a
__..Amamn.‘ of the Muagi, wristen by Dianne Hofmeye with .&::;:...:,«. by ‘W le : _w.~
was firss published in South Africa. ’ TR

Outstanding Nonfiction

_mﬂmn.:m an Gmn‘:a%_‘:mw year for books of information. From Barbara Leha'y singular
ar _m a Scientist?, which &ﬁi.:unm scientfic discovery in terms young children

cans eastly prasp, to Herman . Violds Warrier Areives, 3 book for middle and high

.schoolers dhat examines the 19th-century ledger are o oo P 5§ 5 Areis
. 3 2 edd arz of two Plaing 5
o . iy s Inclians artises

nd i _m the U8, governments forced removal of Plains Indinns aations from
cir homelands, to the unusually high number of excellent biographies for
i

- m_ . _ er o ke H
.e_w deen »:w.m ww.:um adules wrr..u mmnwn were outstanding nenfrcton books for
young people of almost every age. These fine books not only inform young readers

bux engage their hearts and minds,
>m$ o~ e ERIMLCD . -3
oag the books we espeaially appreciated wore vwo outstanding exposés on

| child laboy, Susan Kukling fgbad Masih ¥ y i S
- ch , Sus s dygbal Masih ard the Crusaders agasnt Chiled Slavery o
i Listen 1o Us; The Workds Working Children by Jane Springes. These MW_N:““..M
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dacumens. the tragic, engoing exploiation of children around the world as well as
som: of the dforts 1o end such exploitaton.

Voices from the past recount harrowing experiences during-the FHolocaust in
Milton Nicuwsma's Kinderlager and Michael Leapman's Witnies 1o War, while
young people today express hope for a brighter future in pose-Apartheid South
Africa in Tim McKee's uplifiing collection of interviews, No More Stangers Now.

Artistic Profiles
tr was the year of the artist with regard o biographies published for children and
young adults, with many dynamic and inspiring portrits and self-poruaies of
individuals involved in the visual, literary, and performing arts. Elizabeth
Pareridge’s unparalleled biography of phorographer Dorothea Lange, Restless Spirir;
Jan Greenberg and Sandez Jordan’s fascinaring profile of a distinczive
contemporary painter in Chuck Close Up Close; Russell Freedman's flowing,
energetic porraic Martha Graham: A Dancer’s Life; Jeansrre Winter's amazing
picture book that caprures the spirit and the essenence of Georgla O'Keeffe's fife
and work, My Name ki Georgia; and Patricia and Fredrick McKissacl's moving Jook
at the life of playwright Larsaine Hansberry in Young, Black and Determined are
among the finest examples of literature for the young, biegraphical or otherwise.
Mary E. Lyons has let the artist speak for herself in Talbing with Tebé:
Clesmentine Hunter, Memory Artist, in which Lyons compiled and edited oral and
wrinten interviews with the seif-raight African American artist who never minced
wards, or images, when it came to porzraying she hardships of fife for poor Blacks in
the southern United States. Lois Lowry also speaks for herself in Losking Back, 2
compilation of photographs, reminiscences and commentary that reveals how her
storymaking evolves from events and experiences formed and reformed in her mind.

The Immigrant Experience

The experiences of those who leave their homelands are among the mast dramsatic
and compelling to be found in Lrerarure for the young, When done well, such
books challenge readers o underscand more abour the world, and w0 empathize
with thase whose experiences may be very different—or similar—rta their awn.

This year we especially sppreciated Carol Bierman's Joursey o Ellis Idund, in
which she tells the harrowing ssory of her own Bather and his family, who escaped
from Russia during the Revolurion and evencually made their way 10 America.
Frances and Ginger Park’s haunting wale based on their mother’s escape from Nosth
Korea, My Freedom Jrig, is abso notewardy.

An immigrant’s journey is not over once he or she has reached the
destinarien; the ciperiences of newcomers o 2 nztion are an imporeant part of the
chronicle. Aliki derails how a small gitd who cannot spesk English uses art to
communicate her feclings in Puinted Word: Marianthes Story, Marianthe’s gradual
grasp of the English language eventually cnables her to rell her classmazes the story
of her past in the companion story bound in the same book, Speker Memorics.

These and other nonfiction books included in this edision of CCBC Chorces
represent 3 high standard for nonficden writing and publishing fer children and
young adults, We are appreciative of the efforrs of the writers and artisss, as welf as
publishers, who understand thar high-quality books of information for young
readers should not only be well-researched and well-documented but lively and
compeiling as well.

Picture Books for Children of All Ages

It was a geear pear for picture books! In face, CCBC Choices 1998 includes nearly
76 books in this category. In an attempe 1o make chese selections a bit more
accessible for users, we have for the first tme divided picture books into two
secions: those for younger children, whick inchudes tides recommended for
children up theough age seven; and these for older children, age seven and older,
W were glad to see many excellent original board books being published once
again for babies and roddlers, thanks largely wo Harper Growing Tree, a new series
from HarperCollins. Exciting books in this new series include Zoom City by
‘Thacher Hurd, My Aunt Citme Back by Par Cumsnings and Do Yau Kusw New? by
Jear: Marzollo. This year also marked the reissue of alt sight of Rosemary Wellss
original board books about Mux and Ruby in newly ilustrared, large-sieed
editions.

Many of the picrure books we chose show childien engaged in imaginary
play. A resourceful child substitutes a good-sized, solid rock for a doil in the
muarvelously oviginal Elizaben’s Dall, « fast book by Swephanie Stuve-Bodeen. And
a young boy scally becomes the object of bis passion in Fire Truck by Pecer Sis. In
bach Cows Can's Fiy by Dlavid Milgrim and Suow by Uri Shulevier, child chasaciers
find wonder in play, undaunted by adults whe den't see what they see. But grown
ups are pot immune to play: even the parents ger involved in the fun in books
such as Cowboy Baby by Sue Heap, Little Clirn by Lynn Reiser and Peees 2 Pizza by
Wittiam Sweig, In Melrose Cooper's Gestin' through Thursday, s Mamsa who sexs
the scene with her imagination s the family can have a party on the day before
payday.

Hlumor was also casy to find in the year's ousstanding picrure books. The
perilous journey of two guinea pigs through the long, dack runnels of 4 pool table
provides visual and verbal humor in_fobn Willy and Freddy MeGee by Holly Meade.
In anuther houschold, a young boy hes rodent problems of a different kind in
Pegey Ravhmann’s IG Minutes till Bedtime, in which a group of enthusiastic
hamster tourists shows up at an inopportune dme. David Martin and Susan
Meddauph present an amusing context for the well-known baby's toe-wiggling
thysme in Frve Lintle Piggies. For more (but not o much more) sophisticated
astes, Jon Scierska and Lane Smith send up Acsop in Squids Will Be Syuids,
providing some very contemposary fables for childeen of our times. Squid,
Mosquito and Piece of Toast nowwithstanding, pechaps the most unusual set of
characters to appear in a childzen’s book in many years can be found in Lause
Kelles's The Scrambled Suates of America starting-—you guessed itl—che entire
Uniced States. Here the 50 states see what it would be fike i they alf changed
places for a while, with hilarious resulzs!

Fiction for Children and Teens

Fantasy, adventure, history, humor and contemporary reafistic stories alf weee
among the excellent fiction published for children «nd reens in 1998,

Included among our favorire flights of fancy are Dick King-Smith’s The Warer
Horse, which gives the origins of u beloved contemporary legend an onginal and
defigheful wwist. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by K. Rowling creaves a
richly realized warld of witcheraft and wizardey for childoen, while The Dark Lond
of Derkholm by Diana Wynne Jones casts its own spell for young adults.

One of the most riveting adventure stories of the year is surely lain
Lawrence’s The Wheckers, about 1 boy who is the sole survivor of a shipwreck off
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the coust of Cornwall. He washes ashore in a village where citizens earn their
livelihood off of shipwrecks, but they cannot claim their bounty if anyone
survives,

Qugstanding historical fiction published in 1998 includes Virginia Euwer
WolfF's Bar 6. This novel ser in 1949 is skillfully told in more than 20 voices as the
gitls on cwo opposing seftball weams wil of events that ked o 8 Japanese Amesican
player on one wam being attacked during a game by a plaver on the uther wam
whose father died in the rcwsw:ﬁm of Pearl Hasbor See during the Cavil War, Gary
Pavlsen's A Soldiers Story gives teens an uncompromising fook at the horror of war
and its devastating after-effects on the {ife of 2 young soldier. A welcome, wholly
engaging book of histerical ficrion for pounger readers is Rosemary Wells's
wonderful Mary on Horseback, three stories about Mary Breckenridge and the
Frontier Nursing Service she started in Appalachia in the 19205,

Tt is Bard 1o find 2 book i 1998—hunny or otherwiie—thar matches Louis
Sachars Holes Tor deft, watricare plotring. Thar this winy, outrageous story dhar i
somewhere outside the bounds of reality also features highly memorable characters
and emotional resonance makes it alf the more amazing, Other truly fanny books
with warm hearrs include Richard Peck's Long Wiy 19 Chicago 2nd Susie
Morgenstern’s Secree Leasers fram § 1o 10. For young readers, Marzy Frye, Private
Eye s a wholly engaging addivion 10 the newly independenr reader seene and we
hupe o see more of this delighdul poec detecrive who can't rusist a good thyme in
the service of crisne {derection thaz is).

Harsy Mazer's The Wild Kod s a0 unusuad porgair of 9 boy with Dewn
syndeome-—unusual because it iy respectful and feely authensic. Other norable
examples of reafistic fiction for children published in 1998 include Theresa
Nelsons The Emipress af Elewhere, with irs iadguing characterizations, and the
wension-driven While Mo Owe Was Wischoing by Jane Leshie Conly. Virginia
Hamikons powerful storyteliing voice resonates in the Lively and moving Srcond
Cousins, in which Cammy Coleman, whom readers first et in the eadlier Cotin
{Philomed, 1991}, discovers unsectling truths abous her family, while Karen Hesse's
quict, graceful Just fuice vells of 2 young girl’s struggle to learn o read.

Among the contemporary realistic fiction for teens is Smavk by Melvin
Burgess, a chithag pororait of heroln addicrion. Sharos G, Flake addresses issucs of
self-esteem and skin color in her stunning debur novel, The Skin fin I, while
Jacqueling Woodson exposes socicral racism and tender hearts in Jf You Come
Sofily.

Whether they ase writing stories of hard-hivring, havnring realism,
delightfully zany escapades, thrilling adventures or intriguing explorations of the
past, the writers of these and other fine novels for young people in 1998 all have
somerhing in common: their books reflect the knowledge that childrea and young
adules deserve the best that licerature can offer.

Book Publishing and Book Buying: So Many Choices

The increase in the number of books published dusing the 19905 represents
decisions made by U.8. publishers to invest in children's books. Such investments
are made with the expectarion that in all pary of the nation __ccmwe are cager and
ready to buy books for the young, Indeed, much evidence contibues to indicate
thar the beokstore sales of chikdren’s hosks supports much of the children’s and
young adult book publishing industry, as well as book publishing for adubs within
several publishing howses, in the United States ac this time.

COBC Cholres 1998

The inceease also represents an overwhelming number of chotees. These
choices begin with publishers, who decide which manuscripts w publish, which
iluseratoss to employ, which books to advertise heavily, which suthors to send on
tour, and so on. Book industry representasives make decisions abour paperback
editions and reprines with specific consumers in mind, Al of these decisions have
an impact on the bool-buaying public: they determine what books we will ever see
i peint and, once hooks are published, which ones most book buyars are Bhedy co
hear sbout. At the sume time, the book indusiry muse expect thar potenrial
consumers will buy more than the bese-sellers or the most he vily promoted,
tighly visible books o the most familar authors or serios; otherwise they would
not invest in the hondreds and hundreds of other titles chat they produce.

Commercial sales in bookseores aze driven by parents and other adules, and
by voung people themselves in the case of some popular crlare and series books
thas older duldren are often eager to obwain for their own recreational reading.
The other significant group of children’s book consumers is the so-calied
instituiienal marker—the public libsarians, school Ebrary media specialises,
classrovs teachers, child care providers and academic Ebrarians responsible for
coflections of fiterature for the young. Individuals within these groups select and
purchase books for use by more than one chifd, family or student. Tnstitudonal
sales most often utitiee public funding and we responsible for buikling collections
that represent the diverse needs and ivtereses of their wsers.

No mateer who is buying what books for whom, consumers of books for the
children and young aduls have the texury—and diffieuley—of making choices
because of the large number of sides available. Wherker their decisions are
spenzaneons and unplanned or based upon comples judgments, total amount of
maney available for book buying, comparisons, special interests and unique seeds,
the face thar choices do exist cannot be overvalued among those whn are
conumitied 1o secking out high-quality books for the young,

The Cooperative Children’s Baok Center offers an environment for discovery
and learning, for making up vne’s own mind about the aew books published each
year end for making comparisons o buoks from other years and decades, We
creare COBC Chaicer wo identify the oucianding titdes of the current publishing
year in the hope that it will provide librarians, teachers, parents and others with
assiscance in navigating the wide and exciving array of choices available 1o them.

COBC Chotees is a guide, not a sule book, While we certainly bave made an
effort o Hod as many of the csustanding books of the year as powible, inevitably, in
thie course of the coming monchs and years, other books will come w our astention
that we will have wished wi'd included. Likewise, as mentioned cardier, not every
book is tor every child. The purpuse of COBC Chotres is to offer a wide variery of
books faz 2 wide vagery of individusls. We have sttempred to compile a guide thar
provides something of high qualizy for everyone, not a core selection for all.

CHservations about Publahing in £998 19
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fcebergs, in rainstorms and siver currenss. As she drop is rraced drough time,
vouny readers will gain an andersranding of the witer cycle on our plane
and will no doubt marved ar all the places an ordinary drop of water has been.
Dramatic pastel paintings exiend che narrative by weroing in on spee
dxails vo lfustrate dhe droplet’s journey. (Ages 6-10)

The Natural World

Arnosky, Jim. A abour Turkeys. Scholastic Press, 1998. 28 pages.
(0-590-48147--9) $15.9%
Fave you ever wonrdered whar makes sarkeys gobble or why they have
wattes? You'll find the snswess heve, As he does in his other books in the “All
Abour” series, Armosky gives a basiv inrroduction o the species, providing
deaaits concerning the wild raskey's physical and hehaviorad atpribures. The
text is concise and the detailed watercolor paineings include frequent
veferences 1o scale, so that young readers can see exacdy how big a nurkey bs in
seality. (Ages 4-8)

Lasky, Kathryn, Shadews in the Doum. Phowographs by Christopher G. Kriphe.

Guliver Greea/Harcourt Brace, 1998, 63 pages. (0-13-200258-8; $18.00; Phl,,

{0-15-200281-2) $9.00
This compelling look at che lives of 2 woop of ringrailed lemurs oo
Madagascar follows 2 small group of rescarchers led by primasologist Allison
Jolly ax they wack the lemurs’ movements and interacrions over 1 period of
several days, watching beoth small and large dramas unfold. Lasky also wrize
abour what has been conjeciured about how this sland became the only place
in the world where lemurs, as well as cerrain plants, are found. A short profile
of Joily zad how she became 2 primatologis is also included in rhis
informazion-packed volume that ends with 2 warming about the pending
ecological crisis on this island, where the femurs’ habitar is vanishing, and
how Jolly's work will hopetuily help the Malagasy government on Madagascar
promote a sustainable environment for humans and lemars altke.
Christopher G. Kaights rich color phorographs profile the lemurs, as well as
folly and the researchers, in action. {Ages 8-11)

Arnosky, Yim, Watching Desere Wilkilife. National Geographic Society, 1998,

32 pages. {0-7922-7304-4} $15.93
Jim Arnosky wuens his keen ove and walented artisory w0 painging sad writiog
about desere wildlife of the southwestern United Staves. Arnosky eefls readers
in the short introdaction thar the desert, which is so differens from the
fandscape of his northeastern United States home, has held s fascination for
i for years. Only recencly did he make his firse trip, however, and here he
captures with both words and watcreoloss some of the bisds, animals and
repriles that suevive i tis anid land. Asnosky writes with his wyual friendly
style, sharing memories From his journey and facis abour desery wildlife, The
deraifed paintings are colorful, Targe and dramaric, giving readers an up-close

view of these creatures of the natural workd, {Ages 7--10}

Poweyk, Joyee A, B Search af Leveeers” 5y Days and Nights fu o Madeagescar

Rain Forest. National Geographic Seciety, 1998, 44 pages. {-7922-7072-X}

$1745
Mo ane knows exactdy bow Jemurs got o Madagascar over 40 million years
ago but today the wordd’s fourth largese ishand is home 10 the greatese pumber
of lemur spectes. Biolopist Joyee Powayk speat several monchs in the rain
forest, ohserving different spocies of lemurs in the wild, and painning what
she saw. To creare this ook for young readers, she combined descriptions of
her day-to-day life in the wild with her exquisite watercalor paintings.
Theoughont, she provides s with a sclence context, iformation aboti cach
of the species she sees, a pronunciation guide, and a sense of what the fife of a
working scientise s tike. (Ages 8-12)

Bonners, Susan. Why Does the Car Do That? Henry Holt, 1998. 32 pages.

(08030437723 $15.95
Fhe basics of car behavior are presenied in 2 story about o man whe alkes
care of his friends’ car while the family is away for the weekend, Bob's
questions about Molly the caswhy she can slecp through the noise of 2
jackhammer on the streer sutside bur awakens the minue Bob opens a
packet of covkies—are answered in framed explanations concerning fefine
behavior in the wild, and how that eransfates inzo the way 2 domestic cat
behaves. [Ages 4-8)

Robbins, Ken. Awramn lLraves, Schelastic Press, 1998, 39 pages.

(0-590- 29879-8) §$15.95
Adter a brief inrroduction in which the author guides young chitdren dorough
some of the dhings w look for when identifying species of kaves (shape, sae,
edges), he devores 2 double-page spread re cach of the following ssees: smoke
tree, birch, gingko, lindes, sassafras, hickory, ted oak, fern leaf beech, cherry,
dagwood, yellow poplay, and maple, While <he righe-hand side of the page
shows the entire tree in fill autamn colon the lefr-hand side shows a life-siae
color photograph of fs corresponding leaves, also as they appear in aunumn,
The stark white background of cach page brilbiandly scos off the Rl foliage, so
thar the trees and Jeaves pierared here are o5 ardsreally beantiful as they are in
reat Hife. Each page also inclades a fow Baoes of text thar give some addizional
information abows the particalar species of tree or el We Teasn, for example,
that the ginghko tee was atounsd i the tme of dinosaurs and thas the hickory
e Bas compound feaves, with fve or more leaffers making up cach leaf, Al
in afl, a treat for young readers, be they budding ari fentists, or both.

(Ages 4-8)

Branley, Franklyn M. Day Light, Night Light. Ilfustrated by Stacey Schuett.

Newly illustrated edition. HarperColiins, 1998, 32 ﬂn%@..@l@@immqw.{xﬂ

$14.95
Branley makes a clear distinction beoveen light from the sun and reflecied
Light, and explains the meaning of hght sources in an easy intodection © a
topic of interest o many preschool and ewrly clementary-school-aged
children, Oniginally published in 1975, this edition has new illussearions by
Stavey Schuerr, who has creared realistic fall-color serylic paintings that show
children in everyday sisoations w demonstrate Brandey’s points: blowing out
birthday candles, shining flashlighes, and oasting marshmallows. (Ages 3-7)

Hooger, Mesedith. 2he Drop in My Drink. hustrsted by Cheis Coady.

.8, edition: Viking, 1998. 32 pages. {0-670-87618-6) $16.99.

Beginning with 4 boy standing az a kicchen sink, filling up his waer ghass, the
Tyrical first-person twxr describes all the places a single drop of drinking warer
has been: inside ancient planss and dinosaurs, in underground caves and on
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Weight-Frierson, Vieginia. An Bland Scrapbook: Dawn to Dusk on a Barrier
Island. Simon & Schuscer, 1998, 32 pages. {0-689-81563-8) $16.00.
€ their lest full day of vacation on the ishand, Amy and her astist spom rise
before dawn so they can enjoy all the natwal wonders it has 1o offer, as well
as reminisce about their island experiences. Both mother and dauphes keep 2
scraphook of sherches and paintings they've made and their ghservations
about mature, Their tast day is flled with new experiences toadd to their
scraphoaks and, best of all, they are present when the baby sea surdes hatch
and head for the ocean. An ouistanding design combines watercolor
paintings, adulr and child sketches, and hand-writren notes o give the book
the appearance of a scrapbook. {Ages 7-11}

Zochfeld, Kathicen Weidner. What I the World Made OF? All abour Sofids,

Liguids, and Gases. Hlustrated by Paul Meisel. (Let's-Read-and-Find-Out-

Scienie) HarperCollins, 1998. 32 pages. (0-06-027143-4) $15.95
An excellent casy science book clearly axplains the three natural stares of
ratter, and how water casily changes from one state to another, alt in fetms
young children can essily understand. Zochfeld's conversational style and
froquent use of second person point of view will immediawely engage the
youngest readers. Fler clear explanations use examples that ace casily within
the realm of early childhood, and she gives realistic suggestions of things
children van do to see warer in“zction: holding an ice cube in your hand, for
wxample; or watching steam rise as water boils in a saucepen on the stove
{with pienty of warnings abour having an adult preseat). The book
concludes with the step-by-step outlines for three easy scicnce activities
involving mareer. (Ages 47}

See also: Anthology for the Farth; Circle af Days; Cool Melons---Iyrn to Frogsl:
Counting on the Waods; Foress; Grand Canyen; Fasectlopediar Light Shining shrough
the Mist; Litede Clam; Morning on the Lake; Snowflake Bentley: Tatking with
Adventurers; Tirtle Spring

Seasons and Celebrations

Arnald, Katya, rereler znd i) The Adh es of S Based on
a story by V. Suteev. Holiday House, 1998. 32 pages. (0-8234-1390-X) $15.95

The childien have decorated the neighborhood--all but'a wee, No tree?

Unshinkable. After writing a ferer to Sant, they create Snowwoman using

an abundance of the white stuff plus seven shiny apples {nerklage), 2 carrot

(long nose), and a srewper (hat). Snowwoman is an unlikely emiséary to carty

their Ioteer, but smiling benevolently she sccepes the mission and sers off invo

the scary woods with Buddy the dog. During 2 blizzard they become "lost as

tast coukd be.” A gquarreling Rabbir and Fox become pazt of the frigid

" ensembic’s adventures, The intrepid Hivde band is joined by Magpic and then

by Beas, who leaves hibernation to help deliver the lener. According o

Amold’s background nese, her lively rewerking of Viadisir Sureev's swory

“The Conifer” shifis che rradizional Russian sree crimening froim Mew Years

Eve to December 24. She writes that Snowwoman and orhér characiers from

the popular Srow family of Russian folkiore appear in Russian steries and

films and aven in Rimsky-Korszkov’s opera “Fhe Snowmailen.” Suteev was 2

COBC Chaicer 1998

successful Russian artise, writer and movie director who refeased the fise of
more than 30 animaced filras in 1951 Asnold bs o Moscow-schooled arsist
aow living in New Jersey whose affection for Suteev's story is evident in the
broad strokes of hier fuli-color images, her energeic child characeers, her zany
woodlznd cohost, and-—most of all—her heroine. Snowwoman is an
unforgemrably cheerful, brave, bumbling, and likeable heroine who gets the
job done with a lirde help from her many friends. {Ages 36}

Bauer, Marion Dane, Christmas in the Forest. Iustrated by Diane Dawson
Hearn. (Holiday House Reader) Holiday House, 1998, 48 pages.
(0--8234-1371-3) $15.95

The childrea have forgomen to pur 2 gift under the wree for Cat, They've
neglected to scrarch and brush her and 1o feed Cat her flsked tuena Car
decides she'll punish these Santa-happy children by depriving thew of her
company, but the children don't even notice when Cat runs away into the
snowy woods. A miserable Cat meets Yale Mouse, who's never heard of
Cheistinus and seems naive regarding the apperites of cats. Knowlitg tha Cas
won’t talk and ear simuhznsously, Squirsel, Bird and Rabbir appeal o her
vanity by imploriag ber to rell about Cheistmas, abour “special
foods...shining srees... presents.” Car’s repoes abons “the baby” and the insight
thas “alf babies are special” saves Cat from the threat of Bear. Hearn's fuil-
calor iBustrations perdecdy portray feline vanity. Bauer is 2 genius a: crentiag
real plots and genuine characterizations i stories for newly independent
readers. In this six-chaprer beginsing reader, she'’s managed 2 minor miracle:
= completcly believable, secular, anthropomorphic story grounded in the mix
of holiday excitement, cat behavior and masernal fove. {Ages 3-7)

Bible. The Gospels of Masthew and Luke from the King James transtation. The
Christmas Story. Tlustrated by Gennady Spirin. fames Bible, Henry Holr, 1998,
32 pages. (0-B050-5292-5) $19.95

Thirteen exquisite tempera, watercolor and pencit Hlustrations of passages
from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke comprise this exrraordinary visual
rendering of the traditional Cheistmas Story. Thive glorious two-page spreads
have ne texr: the Anpuncistion, the Pleavenly Host, and the Adoration of the
Magi. Addidenal paintings serve as borders for che rextual excerpts from
scriptures, for which cach chaprer and verse is nowd within the page design,
A two-page lay commentary opens the book serving to summarize the
perspective of each Gospel. Spirin's note ar the end mentions the dares on
which Christmas observances are held today, Although Spisis now Hves in
Mew Jerscy, his classical are uaining in Mescow and Orthodox hericage
informed his meticulously developed painrings thar are repraduced here in 2
handsomely designed 11 4 x 11 Us” volume. {Age 5 and oldes

Carney, Masgarct. At Grandpas Sugar Bush, {llustrated by Janes Wikson, 1.8,
edition: Kids Can Press, 1998. 32 pages. {1-55074-341-4) $15.95

The steps inveleod in harvesting maple syrup from meze chan one hundred
wrees i Geandpas sugar bush are related by 2 young grandson with a
February week of school vacation, Firse Grandpa drills holes on the southesst
sides of the trees, and then the boy cleans sur the wood shavings with a2 twig,
Fhey tap spikes into the holes, and before fong the sap begins to drip huto the
buckets they've hung on cach spike. That's only the beginaing., Grandpa
predicts thas the sap will begin 1o ron on the day shey hear the fese robia,
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Gelman, Riea Golden, Queen Esther Saves Her People. 1liustrated by Frand
Lessac. Scholastic Press, 1998. 48 pages. (0-590-47025-6} $15.95

Gershator, Phillis. When Jt Starts to Snote Elustrated by Martin Matje. Henry
Hols, 1998, 32 pages. (6-8058-5404-9) $15.95

and it does. This is more than exposiory writiag on the origin of maple
svrup, ivs a real story The boy is a geauine help throughout rhe process,
alchough adales will guess that Geandpa has his hands fult in more than one,
way. This kind, knowing man most ceruinly realiees that the oucomes of
their companionship and the satisfaction they share in creating something
special by hand can be as sweer as the “rasiest syrap in the connuy.” Cavney
is acquaineed with the maple woods of hey bushand's amily fanm in Onrario,
Canada. Wilson's beautiful oil paintings illusirare the o at woik, the snowy
d some of the wildiife. Twmnﬁ 473

vista,

According w0 an opening note, the seriptural swory of Esther wkes place more
than 2,500 years ago in the ancient Persian Empise and is a “story of good
and evil, of caring and callousness, and of the exavrdinary courage of vne
young woman,” The Jews living in Persia ar that time spoke Persian and
dressed like cheir Persian neighbors, even though they sill praciced the
Jewish seligion i their homes. Withour knowing Esther was Jewish, King
Ahasterus chose her 1o be his queen. Alt but one of the vadidonal elements
of this Purim story from she scriprures is in place. Gelman included
Muordecal's bravery and the sreachery of the wicked Hamen {sich, bue she
omined Queen Yashti's reason for sefusing to appear at one of the kings
parties. Lessac’s unique, lovely visual suggestions of Persian culrural derails
were created wsing gonache. (Ages 303

“What i it stargs o saow? / What do you do? / Where do you go?” Brief
thymied responses within & pattern of repetition hint at what seme creazures
do: mouse, ar, black crow, sparrow, g beaver, fish, pig, cow, hen, rooster,
worm, stoat, frog, deer, bear. Ac the end we see what a bat, snake, raceoon,
squiree, mole, rabbit, wolf apd chipmunk do, to0. Whae does a child want ro
do? Go eut to play! Despite the large roster of creatures introduced in
Gershator’s short text, Matje's crisp lines and generous uses of white energive

the simple idea. {Ages 2—4)

Hafmeyr, Dianne. The Stone: A Pevsinn Legend of the Magi. Hiustrated by Jude
Daby, 1.5, edicion: Farrar Seraus Giroux, 1998, 32 pages. {8-374-37198-9)

00

}nns_.&:m 1o Marco Polo, in Saveh, Porsia, he saw the three domed wombs of
the Magi: Balthasar, Melchior, and Jasper. In this rendigon of the stery, three
stargazers-—-magicians, possibly, or maybe healers or holy men--first notoed
a bright star from a tower near Saveh. After searching theough scrolls, they
discovered an ancient legend abour 2 baby whose birth would be ansounced
by a star, an infane destined to become a king who would bring justice,
heaking, and peace w0 the worid, and they set off on a journey 1o find him.
When they da, the child presents them with che gift of a stone which
miracupusly bursts inw Hames, and the Magi realize ehat they must believe
with 2 faith that is as strong s the stone for peace and healing to be broughs
0 the world. According s Marco Polo’s S_.E:mmz,:zr.ﬁ.w, (0 & Certain cxent,
may alse he legend—he was given this story of the Magt while his 13th
centary travels 1o the conrt of Kublal Khan, This particular version, richly
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Sevtsons god Celebortion

wld and ilhsstrated. was firse published recently by a smalt press in Sourh
Africa. Hofmeyr's wonderfully wrirten reselling is Hlustvared by Daly's
dramatic, spare full-color artwork, Holbeeyr grew up in Gordon’s Bay, Seuth
Afsica, and now lives in London: Daly resides in Capetown, Souds Africa.
(Ages 7-12)

Hoyt-Goldsssich, Diane. Celebrating Chinese New Year. Photagraphs by
Lawrence Migdale. Holiday House, 1998, 32 pages. (6-8234--1393-4} $16.93%

Flements of the madisional two-week observance of the Chiness New Year age
incerpreted and shown in ¢ photo-essay Featuring wen-year-old Ryan Leong
and his family. General informasion abous families wich a Chinese heritage in
San Franeisco as well as dewails about Leong family proparations and acivities
are pars of the mix. The Leongs shopping list and New Years manu are
pierueed, there is o glimpss of the Chinarown Fower Pestival, and readess can
see a calligraplier ar work painting a poetic saying for the Leong home, While
reading how ancestors ate honored during this dme, readers also learn thar
Ryan’s grandfuher was the first Asian Amesican e receive 2 Parple Heart for
bravery during World War 1. Ryan attends public school, and also Chinese
school on a regulas basis. The animals of the Chinese Zodiac are pictured
with cheir dates and special qualisies, and the Chinese cslendar is briefly
explained. There are phoros of the Lion Dance and parade, and the role of
the red envelopes of money is claified. A plossary and index are helpful.
Giung hay fat choy = May you prosper! {Ages 710}

Hughes, Langston. Carel of the Brown King: Nativity Poewms. Hlusuated by
Ashley Bryan. A Jean Karl Book/Atheneum, 1998, 32 puges. (0-689-81877-7)
$16.00

Five poems weictea by the famous Affican American poat Langston Hughes
receive the gift of fresh visual interpretation by the artist and performer who
56 frequently introduces them 1o audiences in the United Stazes and beyand.
Aloag with the tide poem, Bryan'’s paintings, rendered in tempera and
gouache, are for “Shepherds Song at Christmas,” “On & Christmas Nighe,”
Om a Paller of Straw,”™ “The Chiistmas Story,” and an anonymous verse
vanslazed from 2 Puerso Rican Christinas casd, This handsome full-color
volume has strong child appeal Yor all and 2 particular pleasure for the
chitdren of color whe tead and see " Three Wise Men, J One dark like med
Part of His 7 Natviy.” Breyan has set the vaditional story somewhere in the
Maddie East or Africa, while the final poem picrures a contemporary dark-
shinned elder woman reading the Bible to a young gidl and on anocher page,
+ similar setting with 3 man and boy. Thougheful readers will reative that the
Brown King can refer both o the Chriss Child and one of the Magi.
Observant viewers witl notice Bryans variows uses of swar images and discover
other ideas, as well, about which o reflect and celebrace. {Ages 2-8}

Hurd, Thacher. Santa Mouse and the Rutdeer. HarperCallins, 1998, 32 pages.
(0--06.-027694--0} $14.95

Rasie Mouse helps wine the vee, and knocks it over while putting the star on
top. buz this is nothing compared 1w the problems Sana Mouse s having
with his deparruce fram the Mewse Norch Pole, Who would have dhoughr he
was such a procrastinater, or thas his rardeer were such grumblers, or thas
they would crash fand in the middle of nowhese? Whe bur Rosie Mowse
would have dreamed thar the ot rardeer would sppesr at her frond door?
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Who could imagine 2 Santa Mouse as eblivious o disaster as chis guileless
red-suited rodent? Thacher Hurd imagined this jolly mip from one crash
landing to snother, and from one of Rosie Mouse’s angelic smiles o the next.
These's scant need for the Mouse Prayer on che final page, nor for the “knock
knock” joke at the very ond, but unnecessary, inexplicable gifts are part of the
season, oo, “On Blundert On Basher! On Lousy and Loopy and Bugsy and
Fwizzlebum!” #ot chocolate, anyone? {Ages 2-6)

Joseph, Lynn. Jump Up Time: A Tvinidad Carnival Story. 1lusteared by Linda

Saport. Clarion, 1998. 32 pages. {0-395-65012-7) $16.06
“Is party time, is jump up tme. / Oh yeab! Trinidad Carnival is here.” Lily
hears these lyrics on the radio while her older sister, Christine, stands on 2
chair so Mama can drape and pin shinmery red and preen costume cloth
around her. Christine insists on dressing a5 a2 hummingbird for her first
Carnival, because Trinidad is the Land of the Hummingbird. Mama zlls Lily,
“When you start school next year, you can énw.a..m:w costume you want.  litde
131" and she rubs Lily’s head. Buc ic's hard to wast, to hear your baby name,
and “to warch Christine dancing all over the house in her Carnival costume.”
After the family arrives at the Savannah and the last steps ro array Christine
in her heop and feathers have been taken, she becomes nervous, Very
nervous. Confusion and excicement reign. Someone is dressed as an Arawak
Indian princess, and others are “piggling radpoles, laughing poinsettias, and
dancing wango tees.” Lily suggests 3 way for Chirdstine 1o overcome her stage
frrght. Chrisiine sespands to the siteation and o Lidy. Saports warm pastels
glow in pictusing Joseph's affecionare femily story replere wich culwurzal
details and a suggestion of regional speech. {Ages 5-9)

Little, Jean. Emma’s Magic Winter. Iustraved by Jennifer Plecas. (An 1 Can Read

Book} HarperColins, 1998. 64 pages. (0-06-025389-4) $14.95
Readitg out boud ar school was out of the guestdon. Rimma was duat shy,
However, once Emma saw that Sally also had red boots, Emma became brave
enough to venture into imaginative winter piay with her friendly new
seighbor. Before long Emrna was readiag ro Sally's bede brother. Due 1o the
red boaes, which che girls pretended were magic, their good times oudoors in
the snow, and Sally’s encousagement, Emma became brave enough ro take the
big step of reading aloud in chss. Litdle offers a genuine story about shyness
and the defight of imaginative play in only seven brief chaprers. Plecass
colored piceures show Emma and her family ro be fight-skinned, while Sally

and her family have dark skin. {Ages 4-6)

Luenn, Nancy. A Gift for Abuelita: Celebrating the Day of the Dead = Un regalo

para Abuelita: En celebracion del Dia de los Muerros. lastrated by Robert

Chapman., Rising Moon/Northland, 1998, 32 pages, (0-87558-688-3) $15.95
Rosita Joved being with her abuelita {grandmesher) each day. She loved “the
soap sceant of Abaclite’s everyday dress. and the strong warmeh of hes
grandmather’s arms,” She loved whar they did rogether, such as preparing
wrtilas, making up songs, and weeding the chides in the gerden. One day
Abuselita raught Kosita how to braid a strong cerd from three overlapping
strands. After Abuelirgs illness and death, Rosice becamse heartbroken, As the
family prepared for the annual Day of the Dead observances by cooking,
carving, weaving, and gardening, Rosita couldnt seem w chink of an appropriace
afrendu (gift for the family altar) to create in Abuelit’’s memory. The hasder
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Rosita tried the mose difficult it was for her o sense Abuaclings presence, unadl
she remembered the cord Abuetita had taught her 10 braid. Chapman’s muted
mived media ilhustzations on cast paper suggest three dimensions in an
affecronate bilingeal story abour the endurance of family memory. (Ages 69}

Marchant, Kevena. Jfd-nd-Fitr. U.S. edition: Millbrook Press, 1998. 32 pages.
{0-7613-0963-2} $20.50

The most joyous festival in the Muslim calendar s Td-ul-Firr, which breaks
the Ramadan fass. This celebrative time of new beginnings can involve
serious and merry aspetts: prayers at 2 mosque, family visits 1o the cometery,
wakat twelfare gifts on behalf of the general communiey}, family gifts, pardies,
special songs and fouds, Id cards featuring calfigraphy, and-~in some
regions—polo and hogse or camel races. Following the section about the
maonth of Ramadan, there is a two-page spread intespreting how the new
moon of 1d is deermined locally (by sighting} and officially {in Mecca).
Helpful brief material indludes information abour other Muslim festivals, &
bibhography, eight website addresses, 2 glossary, and an index. Marchant’s
valuable book bears a consistent global perspective and is replere wach fuli-
color photographs and faces rarely available o most American childeen,
families and teachers, even though the United States has a Muslim
population of considerable size. (Ages 8-12)

Moore, Clement. The Night Before Christmas. Hinsirated by Jan Brewr, Purnam’s,
1998, 32 pages. {0-399-23190-0) $16.99

Moore’s chyming story about the “right jolly old elf” who delivered 10ys using
a sleigh pulied by eight reindeer appeared in print for the first time with the
title “A Visit from St. Nichelas™ in 1823, in a newspaper in Troy, New York.
Mamy editions have been published since then. Pleasing elemenss of this
cheerful version include Breet's abundant uses of righs reds, blues, and greens,
and her carefully developed mages of the famous reindeer, here marvelously
decked out in fancy blankets and beli-imaned harnesses. Faux-Scandinavian-
garbed St. Nicholas fands "with a bound” safely down the chimaey, which is
when observant preschoolers can begin noticing specifics abons the gifts he
delvers. Theyll find the fisst pames of dorens of boys and girds on gift wgs
scatrered throughout Brete’s border designs. They'lt enjoy trying to idenrify the
toys, and most will be ones about which their elder relatives can rell. “Merry

Chiristenas 10 All, and to Al a Good Night” (Ages 2-5)

Nerlove, Miriam. Shabbar. Athbert Whitman, 1998. 24 pages. (0-8075-7324--8)
$13.95

“I love Shabbat? It comes each weck-f a time 1o rest and play. 7 We tike o be
together on Shabbat, my favorite day!” These opening sentences signal an
wncomplicated narrative for very young children in a picture book exphining
the Jewish Sabbach, which bepins every Friday av sundown. The book’s
serengihs rest in Nerlove's pleasant full-color Hlustrations shawing weekdy
Shabbar prepasations: candies, chaflah {bread), blessings, and time at the
synagogue, A rehiable background note for adihs appeass at the end. Drespite
the rext’s somewhar forced rhymes and the amission of a Hebrew sranshation
for the two Sabbath blessings craditionally offered in Hebrew, this easy
picrare book has a fresh, accessible, contemporary aare thar both Jewish and
aon-fewish families can appreciate. (Ages 2--5)
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Santiage. Fsmeralda and Joie Davidew, editors, Las Christruas: Favorite Latine
Authors Share Their Holidey Memeries. Biustrated by José Ortega. Knopf, 1998.
198 pages. (0-375-401531-2) $22.00

Shulevitz, Uri, Swow. Farrar Steaus Giroux, 1998. 37 pages, (-374-37092-3)
$16.00

Podwal, Mark, The Mensrab Stavy. Greenwillow, 1998, 28 pages.
(0-688-15759-4} $15.00 :

“Gad ried many times to reach Moses how to make 2 smenorah. But
whernever Moses set about making one, ke couldnt :...Enﬂvnm what v was
suppased w fovk like. God even drew a picaure of a ménoraly op Mosess
palin and rold him to copy it, Sall Moses could not do it .." This intrigning
fegend opens a brief aarrative. An uausual justaposition of background
informarion and legend commendds this appealingly Jaid-back yer fully serious
picture boak with an shundance of crisp white space and an overall pleasing
design, The somewhar absteacr brightly colored iluserarions ceeared with
gouache and colored pencils will probably carch adult eyes more quicldy than
those of the yeung, A very short author’s note and hibliography appear on an
opering page. fAges 5-9)

In 1996 the editors of 57 magazine lovized prominent Latino fiction writers
to submit brief picces to the magazine for 1 Christmas bssue thas was meant
to celebrate the different ways the December holidays are observed i the
various Latia American countries and by Latino Families in the Unized Seawes.
They wore so overwhelmed by the number and twenor of the submissians thar
the editors devided to compile them into 2 boek, aad the vestlt is dhis
collection of 24 ariginal short stories and essays, based on the authors’
memoties of childhood Christmas celebrations. Although the stories are
intended for an aduly audience, marure teenagers will appreciaze che
reminiscences, sometimes poignant and often humorows, shat deal with the
clevated sense of rmotien and family swife helidays often bring. Many
weenagers will recegnize names familiar in young adule licerature, such as
fudith Ortin Cofer, Victor Maszinez and Gary Sotes others will be happy vo
discover authors such as Julia Advares, Derdse Chiver, Sandma Claneros, and
Michael Nava. Recipes for favorite Christmas dishes and the lyrics vo
wraditional songs. rememmbered from childhood, are interspersed throughout
the book. {Age 14 and older)

The skies ave gray. The rooftops are gray. The whole city is gray. / Then...
ane snowflake.” Using verbal uaderstatemens and perfect pacing, Shuleviez
creates a sense of the season’s fisst snowfall, bepinning slowly and sofily, and
gradually leading up to a blizzard of words chav expresses 2 child's delight
with spow, Throughout the story, 2 small boy and his dog revel in the
rransformation of the gray city into a winter wonderland, He relies
completely on his ewn observations, as his grandfather and the people he
meets on the street insisz that the snow is insigrificeny, Here the adules pat
their faith in news teports which dully predier “ne snow.” But che child
tnows beteer, as he sees with all his senses, as well as with his imagination.
“That the snow works its magic o ordinary city stroets is fuszher enbanced in
the itlustrations that show Mother Goose characters coming re life and
emerging from a book shop window to dance thiough the snowy streets with
the boy and his dog. Winnen, 1999 Charlonte Zolotow Award, {Ages 3-T)
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- Sidduls, Mary McKenna, Millions of Snowflakes. Ubustrated by Elizabech Sayles.
Clarion, 1998. 25 pages. (0-395-71531-8} $13.00

A preschool gl wich the suggestion of Asian facial feasures enjoys playing in
new snow. ‘3 Laugh. f Lump. 7 Tean. / Tspin.” She's weariag brighdy colered
winter clothes as she counts soowllakes: one, two, three, four and-—oh yes
five snowtlakes. Too many w count but not oo many o cnjoy. A brief
rhyming texe suis this cheerful, uncomplicated 74 x 77 book for the
youngest. (Ages 18 months-3 years)

State, Joseph. The Secret Stars. Mestraced by Felipe Davalos. Mites Cavendish,
1998, 32 pages. (0-7614-5027--0) $15.95

On rhe night of the Theee Kings, Pope and $ila are sucked under 2 warm sear
quilt, one on gicher side of their gaandmother, There are no stars outside
ronight because of the rain and ther the ice. The children wotry, How will
the Kings be able to vide through such sweather? Can they find the family's
Baby Manger, hay box and figs? Will chey bring toys, maybe just a hude
pifiata, or leave something tacked in their shows? Grandinas soathing voice
eranstorms her inso a farge bind with the star quilt for wings, $he geides the
children to see stars everywhere. Together they look st the frost covered
garden flowers, a spider’s nest, a fish and frog under the ranch pond, the
master Revo and the hens b the chicken conp, a deer ar the bara, and the
miyle Placido. The strong images and deep colors i Davalos's iHhasteations
were created using acrylics e portray she foving Larino family of $tace’s sory
set semowhare in New Mexico, {Ages 4--8)

Sumemets, Susan, reteller. The Fourth Wise Man, Based on the story by Henry
Van Dyke. Hasteated by Jackic Morris, U.S. edition: Dial, 1998, 32 pages.
{0-8037-2312.1} $16.99

“The Story of the Other Wise Man” by Henry Van Dyke was Fiest published
in 1895 and s one of the most enduring fictionat accounss of a fourth wise
man or woman who searched for the infint Josus, Acconling o Sumeners
adapragion, Artzban is a Persian “follower of the faith of Zoroaster” when he
and three colleagues in astrology-~Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar—
abserved a new star oe night The men discerned that the star signifisd the
birth of & grest teacher who was 1o be born among the Jews, Fhey decided o
locaze the baby, buc by the time Arcaban secured three precious jowseds to
preseat o the infant King of Kings, his companions had gone ahead.
Traveling alone, Avtaban spends years rying o find the child, giving onc of
the jowels to help 2 dying man and the second jewel to save 3 male infant
from Herod's mass slaugheer along the way. As yeass passed, Araban
conbnued his search for the teacher, 23l the while healing sick people, visiting
those i prison, and feeding the starving, Thirt-three years larer Areaban
found himself ousside of Jerusalem near she site of 2 crucificion, and ar thar
time he gave his last jewd! o ransom 2 woman being sold fnto slavery.
Accopding 0 a note, this fedonal gooad man practiced the reachings c:?:wu
“dedicating himself 1o a life of service a5 he searched for the King of Kings
ard nov discriminating against people belonging to different races or hokding
different belief syscems from his own.” Moros created powerful,
compassionate full-color paintings o acvompany Summers’ effective,
abbreviawd version of Van Dyke’s classic work. Her painted map en the end
papers offers an sesthetically pheasing opening and dosing for this lovely 9 /s
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x 117 picture ook, Sumners lives in England where, 5 # teacher, she has used
this story with her students for years, {Ages 6-10)

Wiliey, Masgarer. Thanksgiving with Me. 1Hhustrated by Lloyd Bloom. A Laura

Geringer Book/HarperCollins, 1998. 32 pages. (0-06-027113-2) $14.95
“Sie down, Mother, and rell me again. / When are my uncles coming? NWhea?
I Al of your uncles will be here soan; / they promised to be here by
afrernoon.” An impaticnt fair-skinted gitl and her mother are aproned for
e wisit of six adub uncles. There will be 4 “rower of biscults, a bushel of
peas, / a tub of potaroes, 2 wheel of cheese, / a dazen pies, a bareel of juice, /
ceanberries, plums, 7 and 2 Thanksgiving goose!” The child wanws to be
reminded about Cory and the time he “sang louder than the morning crows,”
and Fred, “who couddn’t see past his nose,” and Davey, Jos, Henry, anid Wifl,
She wants 1o hear the vigorows family tales about her rollicking. singing,
dancing relatives. Bloom's abways memorable clongared figures perfectly
envision Mother's long-legged brothers when they were tesragess: Cory, the
singing daydreamer, and Fred, with his nose in a book, and the other four.
Mather reminds her daughrer that they will “ear Ike wolves and lons and
bears...Oh, the kirchen will quake, / the oven will roar, / the music will flow /
from window and doot!” Bloom’s images painted with eils and seproduced in
full color perfecdy complement Willey's rhyming texs o embrace the rurad
taen who gathered for a reunion, the linde gidd who remembers them so
affectionately, and her mother, who nirtures those memaries, (Ages 3-6)

See alsor Aurumn Leaves; Brar’s Hiccupy: Bunny Who Found Easeer; Christmas Tree

in the White Flouse; Fiesea Firewarks; Outlnw Thanksgiving: Praivie Town; Snowfluke
Bentley; Turtle Spring
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Aylesworth, Yim, reteller. The Gingerbread Man. usitated by Barbara
McClintock. Scholastic Press, 1998, 31 pages. (0-590-97219-7) $15.93
A rearing fire burns in the fireplace, reacups cat be seen an end rables, a
framed portrair hangs near the mantle where lovely flower arcangemenss and
decorative plares are placed, and 4 car plays with a bull of yarn from a
knitting basker when a linde old woman stopped reading and suggested
making a gingerbread man. “Yes, ler's do!” said a litdle old man whose ceading
has been interrupred by that sudden possibitity. Wearing their aprons this
geatet] pair “shaped the Yirde arms, and they shaped the lirde legs...with
raisins they made the livde eyes and the linde nose...then with sugar glaze,
chey dressed him in a fancy suit of clothes.” This is no ordinary reeelling of a
famitiar cumulative tale but rather a handsomely designed, full-color version
prinied of heavy creamy paper with hand-etrered display type. Ies not soo
faney to carch the fancy of the proschoolezs who wiil-enjoy Aylesword's
spirited oral style. There's enormous child appeal ia the cookic chase
irvodving McClintock’s wonderfully costumed barcher with a kaife, 2 black-
and-white cow, and a muddy old sow. All wind up staring “sadly at che fox.
He hada’t left o single ceumb for anyone.” The artwork was sendered in
watercolor, sepia ink, and gouache. {Ages 3-6)
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Babbitt, Natalie. Oucl? Hlustrated by Fred Marcelline, Michael DV Capua
Books/HargerColling, 1998, 32 pages. (0-06-205066--4) $14.95

When a fortune-reller foresees thae the newbors child of a4 commoner wilt
FrOwW up 10 marry a princess, the king st happy. No royal daughrer of his is
going to marry “robody special.” The king's atrempis 1o ourwit fare are
hilariously superseded in this snappily 1old story that is one of the lesser
known tales from the Brothers Grimm. The fack of specific source
information for this rendition of the tle is pursbing. But Nambic Babbiu's
witty text and Fred Marcelino’s amusing fulb-color ilfustrations that mock the
king while casting the young here, Marce, in an susa of goodness are 2
winning combination. {Apges 7-10)

Del Negro, Janice. Lucy Dove. Ulastrated by Leonid Gore. A Melanie Kroupa
Boold DI Tok, 1998, 32 pages. (0-78%4-2514-9) $16.95

Lucy Dove is both a sty and witty story about & woman who is no one’s fool
and an cetie, haunted tale that will set haiss sising. When a rich faird is wold
that 2 pair of trousers sewn by the full moonliphe in the graveyand of St
Andrew'’s Church will bring him good fortune, he offers 1 sack of gold 0
anyone who will make shem. But the graveyard is rumored o be hanneed by
1 “Rassome thing,” and oaly aging scamstzess Lucy Deve sakes him up on the
affer. “Lucy Dove eould use that sackful of gold, having recendy been sacked
from the Jairds own houschold.” On the night of the full moon, Lucy takes
her sewing to the sbandoned churchyard and sets w work. Soon an awful
smell assavles her. “Ic was the smedf of dampness and decay, Tt was the smefl
of graves and corruption. It was the smell of death, without the promise of
eternity o redeem it Jasioe Del Negrok imaginative and evocative prose
paints a richly embrotdered story of evil thet is humorowusly ouwisted by a
guick-thinking, table-turning heraine in this riveting story fearuring an
original character in a serting based on tuditonal Celtie wles. Leonid Gore's
superh acrylic paineings escalate the drama and wension of the fine prose. Fis
wxrured, darkly luminous palecte and chilling, haggard images haunt the
pages of this deliciows e, Homor Baok, 1998 CCBC Caldecots Award
Discussion. (Ages 7-11}

Gershator, Phillis, vereller, Zoong? Zrang! Zezng! A Yoruba Thle. lHustrated by
Theresa Smith, Orchard, 1998. 32 pages. (0-531.-09523-1} $15.9%

A marvelous inrcoduction opens this Hively rale: “In the days when afl chings
carme wgerther (o make the world as it s, when moor married crunk and sk
married branch, when sun married day and moon marsied night, so it was for
the animals wo. That is why Mosquito Bew around looking for someone w0
marry.” Buzring sounds are framured in this rrelling, as Mosquire visie Far,
Arm, Chest, Leg, and Hips—first w0 woo cach and then 1o sting chen.
Mosquizo’s final words remind each body part that she's suill nearby, burzing
and stnging. Smidds arrwork features strong colors and bold shapes and was
created in pastel and crayors. {Ages 3-6)

Harber, Frances. The Brothers' Prontise, Hustvared by Thor Wickssrom. Albert
Whitran, 1998, 32 pages. (0-8075-0%00-6) $15.95

Chayim was & rich farmer, and he was 2 good one, too. “Rows of beet lnaves,
fat cabbages, porato plans, and sun-kissed wheat filled his fidds.” He was a

wise person who saught his two sons that everything on earth has its own
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Haustuan, Gerald, Dector Bivd: Three Lookin® Up Files from _famaiva. husteared
by Ashley Wolff, Philomel, 1998. 32 pages. {0-399.-22744.X) $15.99

Holden,
U.S. edition: Walrer Lorraine Books/Heughton Milflin, 1998. 32 pages.

MeCully,
Levine Books/Scholastic, 1998. 40 pages. (0-596-37487..7) $16.95

Folklore, Mythology and Traditional Fisorature

season. When Chayim was on his deathbed, he made his sons promise o
divide the land and the work exactly in half and w sbvays ke care of each
other. They promised. Keeping the promise became almost impossible for
Yankel and Jasef. They were chat differenc from each other. When hard times
came~—and they did come—Yankel and Josef each figured out an snonymous
way 1o help the other owt. Thar made each brothers anger even greater. Theic
evensual reconciliation became an occasion for the angels 1o weep rears of joy,
just as theie father bad said it could be, Wickstrom chose o ser Harber's
vigorous version of this moving story from the Talwmad in Eastern Burope
during che late 19th century. His powerful antwork was created in ofl on

board. {Ages 5-9)

According to the sousce note for these three unusual tades, che Docror Bird is
the national bird of Jamuica and is foand only in that councry. A seecam-
tailed hummingbird, ic is held in greas esteem by the Jamateans and is
believed by many s have the power 10 heat and the power o cast 2 speil. In
these thiee eotermining wles, “How Doctor Bird Taught Mongoose a Lesson
thar Mongoose Never Remembered,” “How Doctor Bied Taught Mouse to
Lock Up When He Was Feeling Down.” and “How Docror Bird Taughs
Brother Owl That s Beerer fo Be Who You Are Thas Who You're Not,”
Drocter Bird also proves 1o be a funny, principled, compassionate, party-
loving character whe dispenses advice and punishment with equal charm as
he flies among the members of famaics’s bird and animal kingdom. Ashley
Wolff's brighe, bold iilusezations done with black gesso and gouache are vivid
accompaniments w these rales, which are wld in standand English, and for
which the author credits the principal storytellers fom whom he ariginatly
heard chem. {Ages 5-10)

Robert, reteller. The Pied Piper of Hamelin. Maustrated by Drabos Zak,

395-89918-4} $15.00

The Ceech-born illastrator of an arressing retelling of an old rale of
rerribugion and reveage hus a style that’s uniquely his own. The long slender
volime (8 Uy x 12 947} immediately gives readers a sense of the medioval
village depicted within; its tall vertical shape is cchoed both in the
architectute ard in the imposing figure of the stranger whe comes o town,
promising he can solve their rae problem. Zak makes the townspeople, miher
than the piper, look crazed in this version, snggesting thar pechaps the
children who follow che piper will be beer off. His dexiled pen-and-ink
illustrations are washed with brighe touches of color in places he wants
readers’ eyes o falf; elsewhere they are feft as black-and-white line drawings
w provide background. The tight rhyming verses of Holdens retelling are
similarly snadorned, providing a pared-down text that leaves space for the
imagination. {Ages 7-10}

Eenily. Beicutifiel Warrior: The Legend of the Nun’s Kung Fu. Arthur A

When Mingyi, a distressed peasant gird, approaches the grear warrior nun Wy
Mei, upser because her father has told her she must marry the bandi: Soong
Ling 1 save his business, Wa Mot decides she will mry ro weach the excirable
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girl kung fu, "ol Soong Ling. you will marry him if he can best you at
kung fu,” she directs Mingyi. W Mei then offers Mingyt a “crash course.”
“It will rake & year,” shie rdls her, During thar year Wi Mei teaches Mingyi
how to make her mind calm, how 0 be like the warer and follow the path of
lease resistance, how o hend with suppleness and force like bambos, and
how o maintain balance like the stavely erane. “Hadn't § berter learn w
fighe?” asks a wotried Mirgyi? "You are learning,” the serene W Mei replics.
Emily Arnold McCully's originad story is based on the legendary Chinese
characrer W Mei. Her light-filled, graceful paimtings illussrate the siory,
which is told in a relaxed stvle that incorporates contemporary English
vernacalasn An awthors now for this story set in 17th century China provides
background informacion on kung fie, which, the author rows, means “human
effort” and 15 a discipline of lifelong study chat goes far deeper than the
mardal arss image often conveyed in western popular cutruce. (Age 5-8)

MacDionald, Margaret Read. Pickin® Peas. Hlustrated by Pat Commings.
Emmwo?uaumab 1998, 32 pages. (0-06—027235-X) $14.95

Little Gird plamed a garden of peas, but oh, my, were dhose peas i for
wrouble! “Corne July, those peas got ripe and ready to eac. Livde Gird wens our
inher garden. Satted poing down the tow Picking poss. Starred singng "
She feaves the “Tutle bitey” peas to grow some more, but thats only because
she hasnt mer up yer wich Mr. Rabbit. Licde Girl vhinks she's finally goten
the best of thac rabbit, bur one of the fast pages shows him busily “Fickin'
peas...and Dindin® on his keees!” Linde Girl is a comemporary kid dressed in
boldly colored summer clothes with her hair in ribbons and sun,
place on her face. Cumenings’ wonderful Iazge-size images of this derermined
browsn-skinned gardener and her pesky adversary faily leap from sun-filled
iastrations. Maclonald combined Southern written sousces daed 1897 and
1972 1o creane this enjoyable ploture book version for which she offers her
own tune and direcrions for rerelling the srory with movements o acting it

out. {Ages 3-8}

MeKissack, Pacricia and Fredrick McKissack. Ler My Peaple Go: Bibie Stovies
Tokd by a Freeman of Color. Hlustrated by James E. Ransome. An Anne Schwartr
Book{ Athenenm, 1998, 134 pages, (0689808569 $20.00

In a beginning note important o understanding the whole book, the
MeKissacks write about a former Sunday school teacher, “a masterful
scoryeelier, who mesmerized us with narrations abour ancient biblical
characters and African American historical figares simultaneonsly.” They used
this technigue in retelling some of the Bibe stories so imporant in their slave
ancestors Fves. Anather decision involved the time and setving, which  caldy
19th cenrury Charleston, South Carofing, a city chac “played a major role in
the American siave trade amed was home to a large community of free blacks.”
The McKissacks™ 12 "Old Tessament” Favorires are rerold in the “distinctive
voice of a fictionatized free black abofitionist, Price Jeffries,” a charucier
foosely based upon the acrual Denmuack Vesey. The narrator of the
overarching 19tk centory nareative §s Price Jeffriesdaughien a charscrer
modeled after Fraaces Elfen Watking Harpey, an “ourspoken 19th century
abolitionist, feminist, and poet.” The daughter’s speech is chat of a well-
educared woman of her rime, while conversations she secalls from childhood
cocho her parents’ speech. The suthor challonged themsclves as wiisers, and
so did the artist who lfustrawed chis bandsome 1134 x 8 3™ boak. Ransome
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Baterson, fohan and Kathetine Paterson, Tnrages of God. IHustrated by Alexander
Koshkin, Clarton, 1998, 112 pages. (0-395-70734-X} $20.00

also provides ars introductory note, pointing out that his oif paintngs for the
Bible stories feature brown-and-olive-skinned Semizes arwd lush colors, while
he Limiced his palerte for artwork hustrting early 19th cendusy happenings.
This unique, compelling volame offers opporrunities for pleasure,
infermation, and insighe all on more than one level and afl because the
authors and artist envisioned it so. {Age 7 and slder)

Intezpretations of the “word picrures” of God from 23 passages from the
Bibly are explored here by two Patersons: Katherine, a former Christian
missionary and internationally acclaimed writer for children, and her
husband, Joha, an ordained Protestant clergyman. Using the New Revised
Sundard Version of the Bible, they developed historical-critical commentarics
an these sceipeures. The organization of cheit interprerasions i inndvative: (1)
All Nature Sings—Images from the Created World (Light, Wazer, Wiad, Fire,
Rock, Cloud, Dave, Fagie and Fen, Man and Woman; (2) To Earth Come
Down—TFmages from Ordinary Life (Mother, Father, Housewife, Visior,
Host, Wrestler, Bread; and (3) Wich a Mighty Hand—Images of
Warchfishoess and Creation {Landowner, Gardener, Porer, Shepherd, Judge,
King, Aschitect), A hssing of Biblical references and an index complere 2
volame ilfustrated with 35 paintings execuced in warercolor, tempera, and
gouache by Kashkin, 1 Rusian-bors ardist, Farlier the Patersons collaborased
on Cowsider the Lilies: Planty of the Bible (Crowell, 1986; Clarion, 1998} K,
Paterson and Koshkin’s other joint work is The Angel and the Donkey
{Cladion, 1996). {Age 11 and older)

terson, Katherine, Parzival: The Quest of the Grail Knight. Lodestar/Dutton,
1998. 127 pages. (0--525-67579-5) $15.99

“In the ancient days, when Arthur was a king of Britain, there lived a boy
who kad never heard of the grear son of Perdragon or of his bold knighss.
The only bome the boy had ever known was & cottage in the wilderness of
Solrane, and the only parens he had ever known was his mother. He was
aever called by his proper same; indeed, he didn't even know thar he had
one.” 5o begins Paterson’s briskly paced verelling of an 800-yenr-old legend
about the Grail Knight who, as a led innocent of his true station, set forth 1o
find the symbol of hope and cternal life. An annorated cass of characrers
titfed "The People” precedes the adaprazion in this handsomely designed, 7 %
4 174" volume numbering only 127 pages. The Pardval legend is a perfict
vehicle for Paterson, because she flawlessly incorporates powerful
chazycrerizations, cleverdy developed humor, and snappy dislogue within her
fiction and she understands hew 1o incorporze a Christian subtexe without
impasing doczrine. This legend is not new to Paterson’s published works —
i's centeal co her contemporary novel, Parks Quest (MarperCollins, 1949),
which is filled with references fo it. In both Pardy Quest and Parzival,
Parerson’s naive hero sers forth, bumbling past various obszacles and figuring
out for himself how to name the answer thar will end his pilgrimage. Because
of Paterson’s Paraival, fans of Pavkt Quest can rerurn to thar poved o discover
other meanings. Young medievalists will enjoy this compressed version of a
wale inspired by a 25,000-line epic poem, for which Parerson provides a brief
background. Katherine Paterson is the 1998 recipiens of the Hans Christian
Andersen Award given by the Internacional Board on Books for Young People
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{IBBY). Pasival is 3 wonderful addition 1o the marvelons body of work for
which this sccomplished avthor has been formally acknowledged in mory
other ways, as well, {Ages 913}

Prose, Francine. Yon Never Know: A Legend of the Lamed-vavniks. Wustrated by
Mark Podwal, Greenwillow, 1998. 24 pages. (D-688-15807-2} $14.93

“According to jewish iradition, there are ar wvery moment, in every
generation, 36 righteous individuals living in secrer chroughout dhe world,”
bat their presence is known only when there is some threat ro the
communiry. “If the generation is worthy, one of these thirty-six hidden sabms
will become the Messiah.” The threatened disaster in Plowchnik explores that
idea in picre book form. For 40 days and 40 nights no rain has fallen in
Plotchaik, Even Schrmued the Shocmaker offers to pray for rain, but how can
the prayers of such a forgetfid villager, vne who can't even read, be of help?
Even though people remember thas Schuel once saved eveeyone from a
fierce bear, ne one really cares whether or not this man offers a prayer.
Readees know Schmuel's prayer did marter, because it rains——for forry days
and forty nights.and they also see dhat another of his prayers causes the rain
1o stop. It takes a dream for the rabbi to realize thatr Schmuel is one of the
haly Lamed-vavaiks, and 1o connect him ro the 36 rimes 2 menorzh is
lighted, Schimuel vanished afier he could no longer five in seorer, but hels
been seen i quite a few places since then. "And someone saw him in your
town, Fixing your shoes and forgesting 1o charge you.” I best to be kind 1o
everyone, 150 aKgter how poot. “Afeer all, you never know.” According to an
end-note “Lamed-vav” sefers fo the number “thirty-six” in Hebrew, Gouache
and colored pencils were used for the pleasing Fulb-color art dluserating chis
warm, appealing version of the legend. (Ages 4-8)

San Souci, Robert ). Cendreflon: A Caribbean Cinderelfa, Wustrated by Brian
Pinkney. Simon & Schuster, 1998, 40 pages. (0-689-80668-X) $16.00

This tale loosely based on a French Creole version of Cinderedla is ser in the
Caribbean among peopie of Afrdcan descent and 8 uniguely rold from the
poin of view of the fairy godmothes, in shis case a poor washerwoman whe
has inherited & wand of magic from her mother. “Thres taps wilt change one
thing into anocher... But only for a short time. And che magic must be used
wr help someone you love.” Cendriflon is the washerwoman's goddaughter in
this version of the tale, which is seasoned with Creole words and phrases tha
are sdefined in a short glossary. Brian Pinkneys brightly colored, swisling
iliustzations lend an added sense of richness to the story. {Ages 68}

Van Laan, Nancy. The Magic Bean Tree: A Legened from Argenvina. Wustrated by
Bearriz Vidal Houghton Miflin, 1998, 51 pages. (0-395-42746-9) $15.00

A rale from the Quechua-speaking peoples of South America wlls & legend
shout a great drought suifered by the Fizst People on carth. After 2 summer
with no rain, brave Topee goes out in search of water and learns from the
oldest carob eree thar the Greae Bird of the Underworld has peeched in her
branches, blocking the gods” view of earth. Topec seturns to his people and
togesher they saanage to figure out a way to frighten the Greer Bied away.
Argentinean arzist Beatelz, Vidals stylized gouache paintings use golden bues
w0 illuserate the parched earth, a lush shades of green for the carob wee, and
deep blues and purples to portray the Grear Bird of the Underworld,
{Ages -8}
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Van Laaa, Nancy, S¢ Say the Lintle Monkeys. HHustrated by Yomi Heo. An Anne
Schwartr Book/Athenenm, 1998, 32 pages. (0-689-81038-5) $16,00
Al ;::m_ rap-like rhydun and wirty, engaging arr combing o recell an
energetic folkrale thar comes originally from the Indians of Biasil in which 2
band of monkeys weuld much rather play alt day than Bisild o home w
pratect them from thormy tee perchies and the min diat inevitably falls each
nmight. Each time they huddle wogether in the rain wying o sty warm, the
monkeys declare they will build a home, bue as soon as the sun comes oue,
“They swing WHEEE over here. The swing WHEEL over chere. They sing,
Tibba jibba jabba,” as they jump and run..Tiny, tiny monkeys having fun!”
This refrain grows increasingly long and more involved as it is repeated
throughour the story, and children will not be able to resist 2 lictde jibba-
{ibba-jabbering and WHEREING of their oo as they Hyten 1o the delighthl
sounds of the story. Even the rain {PLINKA PLINKA)Y and wind
(WOOYAWOOYA) are infused with the defighe. Yupai Heo lends her
singular and distinctive style to the book with arework that shows the
monkeys in al thelr exuberance and all their restraint, with paintings tha
depict monkeyy swinging wildly and joyfuily across one page and huddiing
pathetically in the rain on anocher. And i you can ger children o hold sull
long enough ta Took closely at the iluserations, they will fove noticing the
baby monkey that appears over and over again throughour this joytully noisy
wolume. fAges 7}

Sew also: Asley wwuéaw Afrivan Tales, Ub-Hubi: Queen Exber Saves Her People: The
Stone; ¥ Every Thing There Is a Season; Women of the Bible

mmmﬂohn& People, Places and Events

Bicoman, Carol, fourney to Ellis Wand: How My Fatber Came to America.

Hyperion/Madison Press Books, 1998. 48 pages. (0-7868-0377-0) $17.95
When wat came to Poruser, Rossia, in 1916, Rachel Weinstein decided it was
time o move ber young children, Yehuda and Esehier, 102 new home in
America. Bug cheir journey on feot across was-torn Tussia was reacherous.
Along the way they gor caughe i a crossfire and Yehodas hand was badly
wounded. Even after he fully secovered at a rcn_u:.m in Kiey, the family
worried they would be wurned back ar Eilis Island, in spite of the fact they
had an older son ﬁﬁ.&m_m for them in New York City. This highly visual
account of the experiences of one Jewish bnmigranr freily 15 whd fom the
poing of view of 11-year-old Yehuda, the author's faches, »bm realistic worsy
thar his weakened arm will be a problem, along with his antigipation about
meting an older brodher he has only heard abour, add dramatic tension wo an
alpeady compelling story. Family picoares, documensary photographs of Fllis
Bsland immigrane and arefaces, sod original brenze-colored drawings
itluserare Yehudd's scory. (Ages 7-12)

Borden, Louise. Good-bye, Charles Linedberghy. Hustrated by Thotnas B. Allen.
Margaret K, McElderry, 1998, 32 pages, (-689-81536-49) $16.00

A widely recognized international hero by 1929, Charles Lindbergh was
known to fand his biplanz in remore, our-of-the way places when he traveled
in arder w0 escape media aention. Even so, when Gil,'a Mississippl farm
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bey, was out riding his white hosse across a field near his home, he couldat
believe his eyes when he saw Lindbesgh land his plane near M. Meades big
hay shed! Afrer hinding, Lindbergh happily chatied for awhile with rthe few
onlookers who joined Gil in the fickd, bue when Mr. Meade offered the hero
a bed for the nighy, he politely dedlined, indicating that he preferred o pizch
his enz and seep ousside, next w his plane. Although his family doesn’
belteve his story that night ac dinner, Git salks his siszer inue geting up carly
the next morring 1o see My, Bindbergh off. This fictionalived picture book,
based on a true <hildhood story the auzhor beard fom 83-yeur-old Harold
Rea Gilpin, is illuswared with soft colors and hazy lines that enhance the
histosical serting. {Ages 59

Burleigh, Reber:. Heme Run. Iltastrared by Mike Wimmer. Sifver
Whistle/Harcourt Brace, 1998, 32 pages. (0-15-200970-1) $16.00

“Ehe always had this swing, This cosy, upshrosting swing, This ‘pretry’ vwing,
not taught by any coach. One day the Babe just swung- and it was there, It
was his.” That is an exampie of one of Burleigh’s vwo narrative styles
tatetpreting the fife snd dmes of Babe Rath, and on most pages its printed in
& lasge ypeface placed within 4 large amount of whire space. The other is
princed i 2 very small eypeface within » make believe vintage baseball card,
such as #251, "Babe on the Mound,” relating facts about the Babe's
pitching—yes, pitching- record between 1914 and 1933, Wimaers
Husteation on the opposite side of the same page shows cheee earty 2th
century boys, ail fooking ar the same unseen dhing high and far away; one has
just swung av a pitch, one i 3 carches, and one is another player. Young
George Herman Ruth apparently “had ohis swing” early on. Fourteen such
double-page spreads are organized i this engaging way, making it possible
read what is almost two books in one. Children <an fsd repeated waws w0
enjoy this exchiing aibute to she “habe in the wonds,” which they'll read ws
the origin of the famous nickname. {Ages 7-11)

Carbson, Lauric. Bos of the Plains: The Har thar Won the Wert, Hiustrated by
Heolly Meade. A Melanic Kroupa Book/DK Ink, 1998, 36 pages.
{0-7894-2479-7) $16.95

The creation of the Stetson, the hat chat took the wese by stovm, is the
subject of this delightful picure book history. A harmaker in the Eag, Johu
Seerson headed rowand the West he'd aiways Tonged to see when poot headth
forcedt him to guit his work. His health improved in rhe clear westesn air and
he joined the quest for gold in the Colorado hills. The scorching sun
convinced him that he needed 2 berer hat than the one he'dd brought with
him-—something that wonkd keep the sun from his eyes and the rain off his
back. Semething “big and picruresque” he declared, perhaps thinking of the
western fandscape iself. When a cowboy larer offered him a five dollar gold
piece for his high-crowned, wide-brisemed creation, the ies was planced for
what would eventually become the “Boss of the Phing,” the most popular har
west of the Mississippl, and the inspiration for the John B. Stetson hac
company, which has gone on o make hats in many styles, Colorful arework
spanning the twa-page spreads. 1 photograph of Sterson with 2 brief
historical note detailing the popularity of his hats and the rapid growth of his
Missousi factory, and & bibliograply citing the awthor's sources provide the
crowning touches For this volume, {Ages 7-10)
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Cornelissen, Cornelia, Soft Rain: A Story of the Cherokee Trail of Toars.
Detacorte Press, 1998, 115 pages. {0-385-32253-4) $14.95
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In May, 1838, countiess Tsalagi people were forced by sgents of the U.S.
government to leave their land in whar is now keown as North Carolina and
three other Southern states. Men, women and children of all ages and health
situations were farced 1o be relocated to “lands ses apart for them in the
West” i whae the TL3S. government officially called “the Chorokee Removal.”
The journcy lasted many months, including a severe wineer season. Thar
tragic history unfolds here in a third-person narrative. A plucky nine-year-old
girl, Sofi Rain, is the main character. She reads and writes English, as well as
the language creared by Sequovah and written on “aliing leaves.” Other
memorshle characters also casmrark this historical novel, including Soft Rain’s
younger brother Hawk Boy, and their parents, grandmother, and courapeous
Aunt Kee. The author ncorporated much dialogue slong with caleural derails
into het story, making her novel fairly casy for young children 1o read, despite
the harsh history she recounts fictdonally. The endnote about the Cherokee
Nution provides a facrual conrext for the novel. Cornelissen’s greac-
grandfuther was about ten when he endured the Trail of Tears. {Ages 9-12)

Deem, James M. Bodies from the Bog, Houghton Mifffin, 1998. 42 pages.
{0-395-85784-8) $16,00

The nature of mose peat bogs causes them o be a perfect preservative for
bodies that were buried thousands of years earlier. Oceasionafly in recent
times acress Earope, suck bodies have bren found in peat bogs. Archeologists
<all this ype of mummy a "bog budy.” One such bog budy discovered in
1952 near Grauballe, Densmark, s known as e Grauballe Man. Experts
sugmise that he died zbour 55 BCE, no doubrt as a human sacrifice of Iron
Age people. Deem discusses the methods utilized by sciendss w reconstract
when and how cach individuat might have lived and died. The book contains
archival photographs of skells and mummified bodies that will fascinace
young readers, but Deem does nar disrespecsfully sensationalize an
admitzedly quite sengarional subjecs. (Ages 9-14)
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Geisert, Bonnie. Prairie Town. Hustrated by Arthur Geisert, Walter Lorraine

Books/Houghton Mifflin, 1998. 32 pages. (0-395-85907-7) $16.00
A grain elevator connected 1o the guwside workd by the sky and a pair of
raitroad tracks has homes, a few businesses, a school, a post office, 1 couple of
chugches, % comerery sursounding ix. This smalt town locazed somewhere in the
Grear Phins of North America dusing the mid-20th century hes all thav—and
there’s more, much mose. Evidence of peaple’s routines is everywhere, They do
indoor and ontdoor work, rua their machines, handle errands, and raise
seasonal crops. There are ocasional changes: a house fre, painiing of the water
rowes, and modifications to a tree house. Pappies are born. The water ower is
repainted, a new tombstone appeass, and the schoot playground gees improved.
There’s a weekly livestock sale, and--sometimes—a visiting carnival, The
weather dominates just about everything thas happens: winzter can be
particularly fierce, and the sunsets are sensational. Both Geiserts did the
thinking and planning far this uousunl glimpse of one community and some of
its happesings. Bonnie did most of the writng, Arthier created desailed views
of the town in 21 remarkable Rall-cofor exchings, ten of which are double-page
spreads. Children can look at length wo make comparisons and notice
differences as the seasons roll past. Fhis affcctionate summary of life in a
particular small wown all year round is z tribute 1o that way of Hving for
examination from several perspectives. Why didd it deveop? What has changed?
Ask someone who grew up in a stmilar zown, or lives in a0e now, w respord o
this fascinating sequence of images abour commantey: {Ages 5-9)

Gerstein, Mordival. Vicsor: A Nowel Based an the Life of the Savage of Aveyron.

Frances Foster Books/Fasrar Straus Girowx, 1998, 258 pages. (0-374--38142-9)

31700
Mordicai ¢ersiein was inspited by Francois Truffaurs 1970 fitm 7he Witd
Chitd, about the boy known a5 the Savage of Aveyron, 1o research the siory of
the child whe was found living wild in the Aveyron district of France in 1800
and taken to the Institure for Deaf-Mutes in Paris before French physician
Jeati-Mare Iard ok a special inwerest in him. Gerstein has now creared nvo
books for young readers, the young adult novel Viawer and the pieture book

Fleming, Candace. The Harmaker’s Sign: A Story by Benjamin Franklin.
Hlustrared by Rebert Andrew Parker. Orchard, 1998, 32 pages.
0-531-30075-7) $15.95

The Wild Boy {see next entry). In Victor, Gerstein writes 2 detailed and
fascinating porrrait of this boy and of the efforts of Irard and his houscheepes,
Madame Guérin, to reach him how 1o behave like other human children. For

Thrilled with his completion of the Declaration of Independence, Thonms
Jefferson can't waie to show it 1o the Continenral Congress. “Every word
rang. Every sentence sang. Every paragraph flowed with rrush.” But when the
inevisable aguing begins among the delegates over delering this word here,
that sentence there, Jefferson &5 crushed, and so his good friend Benjamin
Franddin wies 10 consale him with 2 story. The story is about a harmaker whe
drafts a sign for his shop and shows it 1o various family members and friends.
Everyone has a suggestion o make abour somethisg w cur, and by the time
the hatmaker has arrived ar the signmaker's shop. his sign i blank, Candace
Fleming firse discovered this story by Franklin in The Papers of Thomas
Jeffersan, in which Jefferson wrote, “Dir. Franklin perceived [ was not
insensitive to Congress” mutifation of my dovament, and wied to reassure me
by whispering a parable.” She frames her retefling of the amusing parable
with a fictionalized recreation of the Jefferson-Frankiin encounter in this
delighefisl picture book Hhusteated with Robers Andrew Parker's full-color
paingings in watercolor and ink, {Apes 811}

Vicror, who had ro sense of his awn humanness, For Dr. hard, whese gres
paticacs sometiones snapped, and for Madame Gudrin, who lavished the boy
with love, there were moments of understanding and sucoess, and moments
of failure, especiatly with regazd o teaching Victor how to speak. There were
other difficulties as Victor grew, especially with regard o his burgeoning
sexuality. Ultimately, Traed, whose work with Victor, the author explaing in an
afterword, is believed by many to have been the start of special education,
sdmiteed he had filed Victor. In focusing on trying w teach him how ro
talk, as he did with the deaf childien he worked with ar the Instizure, be
ignored the possibilities of sign language and denied Victor 1 form of
communication that might have come, if nor nacsrally, then much more
easily than the speech that he never learned. Gesstein has interspersed his
compassionase thind-persen marrative with bricf sections immersed in Victor's
peint of view thar brilliandy illeminate his emerging sense of self and
sensitivity, which was always limized by his restricred andesstunding of the
targes world. Vietor lived with the loving and muriuring Madame Guérin
until he died in 1828, {Age 14 and older}
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Geestein, Mordicai. The Wild Bay. Frances Foster Books/Farrar Straus Giroux,
1998. 3% pages. (0374384311} $16.00

A xender depiction for younger readers of the life of the child who was
discovered fiving witd in the Aveyron district of France in 1800, The Wild Ray
witl also be of interest ro those whe encounter Victor, the book that Geeseein
has written for older readers {sce previous enery). The Wikd Bay 15 a sensitive
pleruse book abour this feral child who could not speak and who did not
ki what it was 1o be human, What the child did know, as the story opens,
is how o five in the woods and how to survive, he knew hunger but also
jeytul abandos in the falling snow and the Feel of the wind, Gerstein has
masterfully and movingly relased chis story and these feelings in both rext and
stirring arr. This child whe had never known a caressing rouch unsil
phiysician Jean-Marc Liard and his housckeeper, Madame Guérin, began o
care for him came ro adore Madame Guérin and 1o trust the doctor, but he
wauld never learn 2l ther Yrard hoped he woukd and his mind and his
memorics would always remain a mystery. Gerstelny expressive arewvork s so
emptionally charged that his visual images alone powerfully convey the
essential elements of this superbly written story, {Ages 710}

Hansen, Joyce and Gary McGowan, Breaking Ground, Breaking Silence: The

Story of New York’s Afvican Burial Ground. Henry Hole, 1998. 130 pages.

{0-8050-3012-4) $17.9% :
in 19%%, while exvavating Deneath the streers of fewer Manhaoan,
archacologisis unearthed the remains of 2 male of Afvican descens. It turned
ou to be the seart of z vich discovery of great historical, cultural sed spirital
significance—the 18eh contury African bural ground used by Manhattas's
eartiost black residents 10 lay members of dheir communky to st As the
excavscsion of this site unfolds in the pages of this moving and imporand
volume, the anthars trace the history of this community and examine the
ways in which the discoveries in the burial ground can Huminaw the lives of
individuals, even when dheir names aen' known, giving voice to a bost st
Artifacts and burial practices become 3 means of connecting emaings back to
a specific Afiican cufrure, or dewemining deflance in the continpation of
burial practices forbidden by Durch, and lnser English, governmenss of the
region. The hisrory of Africans and African Americans in the region and the
social and political conditions under which they lived is craced
chronologically as the narrative progresses, begioning with the first known
areivals carly in the 17th censury who came as slaves of the Durch, and
continuing through the mid 1808s . Black-and-white phorographs of burial
remaing and ardifacts along with archival drawings flustrate this velume. An
epilogue documents efforts 1o preserve and protect the burial ground and its
temaing and the sverwhelming significance of this discovery 1o the African
American comanunity, and o us all. (Age 12 and older)

Haskins, James and Kathleen B . African Beginnings. Wastrared by Floyd

Cooper. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1998. 48 pages. [0-688-10236-5} $18.00
The golden wone of Flayd Coaper’s lush illusirations convey the rich history
of ancient culrures on the Affican continent, beginning with Nubia in 3800
BCE, which eraded in geld, chony, carde, and ostrick feathers, and may have
been the firse cobrure o advance the idea of divine rulers, and cading, with
the Empire of the Kongo, which dirived from the $4ch cenmiry w 1641,
when s rulees were defeated by Portoguese avmies. Arranged in
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chrenological order according 10 the years ench culrure Boursshed, Haskins
ard Benson uproduce young readirs to these subjects, as well as Egypt, Kush
and Mero€, fenne-feno, the spread of islam, Ghana, Mali, Songhay,
Fimbukru, Benin, and Grear Zimbabwe, Each subject is accorded a double-
page spread that includes a brief toxt and 2 dewailed landscape oc chy scene
thiat gives a gense of fime and place. (Ages 9-12)

Heremann, Spring. Secing Lessons: The Story of Abigail Carter and America’s First

School for Blind Praple. Wustrated by b Oblsson. Henry Holt, 1998, 163 pages.

{0-8050-5706-4) $15.95
A blind child growisg up in the United Stares could aor ger o formal
education during the 1820s. A medical student from Boston found sur zbour
a school for blind pupils in Pavis and then worked 1 devedop such a school in
MNew England. That peeson was John Fisher, the Bror teacher of his school was
D Samuel Flowe, and its first pupils included Abby Carter and ber sister
Sophia. According 0 a note at the end of this fictionalized story, Abby Cartor
became one of the best stedents a2 what was later called the Perking
insuitution for the Blind in Boston, and as an adult she and her sister Sophia
traveled to advocate for the righes for alt viswally handicapped people at state
legislatures. Abby became a reacher ar Perkins, and hiser during her life she
watght instrumental, vocal and choral music in her home town of Andoves,
Massachuserts. Hermann drew apon many records to create 3 story quite casy
w0 read and featuring amazing wcual individuals and 2 significant milestone
in the history of education in the United States. (Ages 9-12}

Hines, Gary. A Christmas Tree in the White House. Wustrated by Alexandra

Wallner. Heney Hole, 1998, 32 pages. {0-8050-3076-0) $15.95
A fictional story Ioosely based on actual events deseribes av tire in theWhice
Howse when President Teddy Roosevels, ever the mindful conservatinnist,
said o o having 2 Christmas ree. Determnined not w miss ouz on a rree, his
swo youngest children conspire with their aunt, Anna Roosevelr. When
Roosevelr discovers the boys are hiding 2 tree in their bedroom claser, he
takes them 1o his friend Gifford Pinchot for a lesson in conservation. But it
wurmns out the President has something to learn abowt conservation from the
<hief Borester 25 well in this warm and amusing stery. The details are not ali
true, the author points out in & note at the end in which she darifies what is
kaown face In addirion w providing information on Reossvels and his fumily,
but she has filfed 1 the outline of @ few actual evenrs with she exuberant
rehatzanship thar Roosevelt had with his children in a story that is Hascrated
with charming, falk-like, full-color are, {Ages 7-10)

Johnson, Dinah. Al Around Town: The Photagraphs of Richurd Samuel Roberer,

Henry Holt, 1998. 32 pages. (0-B050-5456-1) $15.95
Richard Samuel Roberts, & self-teained studio photographer, was known
around Cotumbia, South Carcling, for his distinguished photographs of the
African-American cieizenry in the 19205 and 19305, Tn addition ro weddings,
graduations, aad family porieaits, he photographed baseball reams,
magicians, school children, and musicians. Whatever the oceasion, the people
captured i these photes raken by Mz Roberss look serious, hopefil and,
above all, proud. Dinah Johnson has skillfully arranged the images so tha
voung readers will see them not as a random assorunent of old phatos, but as
one sans life work and legacy. Her brief accompanying text encourages
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children to study these mostly anonymous faces and to wonder who they
were and what their fives were like. Like an old family photo aibuem, this s a
book we want t return to again and again. (Ages 4-12)

Joosse, Barbara. Lewis & Papa: Adventure on the Sante Fe Trail Wussrated by

Jon Van Zyle. Chronicle Books, 1998. 32 pages. {0-8118-1959-0} $14.95
When an old traveler spends the night ar Lewis’s family’s cabin aear the
Wiscansin River, he fills their heads with stories of adventure and the profies
w0 be made in Santa Fe by selling goods from the Bast. Afier giving it some
thought, Lewis’s father decides to Al up his own wagon with goods such as
naids and catico, and head west on the Santa Fe Tratl to sefl chem. And, best
of all, he decides Lewis is old erough 1o be of help. Much s he misses Mama
and his Wisconsin home, Lewis loves the rime he gets 1o spend widh Papa and
the other wadess in their wagon train. Every ather double-page spread
includes a small map rhat shews their progress, as the wagon rain face
challenges such as heas, river crossings and 2 buffalo stampede. Through it
all, Lewis and Papa grow closer in this story of a warm father-and-son
refarionship, While children’s books about westward movement generally deal
with sectlers, Joosse's story is unusual for its focus on the trade route, and will

be a welcome addition ro elementary studies of American hisory. (Ages 5-9)

Jurmain, Suzanne, Freedom’s Sons: The True Story of the Amistad Mutiny.
Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1998. 128 pages. (0--688-11072-X} §15.00

in only 77 pages, jurmain brings the famous Awmisrad mutiny and resulting
series of imposonments and conrt cases alive for young readers i a way
unlike any other account of these events and the people involved. The final
one-third of the volume contains information about what is known abour
what happeoed 16 cach of the caprured Mende men, women and children
after they were “freed” 1o renurn o West Africa. Derailed source nores and an
extensive bibliography of primary and secondary sources distinguishes chis
history. (Ages H1-16)

Lauber, Patricia. Peinters of the Caves. National Geographic Society, 1998,
48 pages. (0-7922-7095-9) $17.95

In December, 1994, three people went searching for caves in the limestone
hills near Avignen, in southeast France. Following an ancient mule path up a
ciiff, they noticed 2 passageway thar they crawled ino ene at a time. At its
end chey discovered a cave. This was no ordinury cave. They had discovered
one in which Stone Age paintings of animals had been preserved. More than
300 such paindngs were later documented in what s now named Chauvet
Cave after one of the explarers wha discovered the long-hidden ast created
some 31006 years ago in black, red, and yellow on these rock wadls. Thoughe
to be a hoax for a time aher it was first discovered, Chauver Cave is thougiu
1o be the oldest record of that type of human creativity found to datwe in
Europe or elsewhere. Lauber writes abour whar is new known zbour Stone
Age artists and cave art. She clarifies what 1s generally understood about the
first early modern humans and compares them with what is known abour the
Neanderthals, The hook contains full-color photographs of the extraordinary
prehistoric animal images in Chauver Cave, Other photos of arifaces, a
helpful map, and information about carbon 14 dating make this subject
accessible to young readers. {Ages 9--14)
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Lester, Julins. Black Cowboy, Wild Horses: A True Story. Wustrated by Jerry
Pinkney. Diak, 1998, 40 pages, (0-8037-1787-3) $16.99

Bob Lemmons was a former slave, known to history as a cowboy who was
extremely skifled at herding wild horses. In this picture book based on his
working life, we follow Bob and his horse, Warrior, as they track dowa a hed
of mustangs, slowly gain their toast, and then lead them back e o cotrl on
the ranch. Jorry Pinkney’s dynamic watercolor paintings bring the horses w0
fife with specific, accurare details showing the Grear Plains in an earlier era.
Julius Lester's exquisitely wristen texe characterizes Bob as « wise and patient
ran with an instince for horses. Honwr Book, CCBC Corerea Scorr King Award
Discussion: Husirasor. {Ages 7-9

Lester, fulius. From Slave Ship to Freedom foad. lusirated by Rod Brown. Dial,
1998. 40 pages. (0-8037-1893-4) $17.99

Jufins Lester was invited to write a narsative 1o sccompany 21 of Rod Brown's
disturhing pasntings of scenes from African American history. He was a
perfect choice, given his earlier writings abour the “stave experience” for
voung peaple: Ta Be a Sive (\968Y, Lang Journey Hame (3972), and This
Strange New Feeling (1982), all published by Dial. Lester himself made a
perfect choice by creating multilayered rarratives requising, responses from
the viewer/reader. By shaping the book as he did, Lesrer assumed a basic
amount of peior historical knowledge on the part of his readers, whoever chey
are. He wanted 1o challenge them o realize they bring their own perspective
1o the ideas and images in the book. Racism is real, and so is its Iegacy. Just
bhecause this is complicared doesa't imply that young people should nor think
about it. To encourage interaction with the book’s content, Lester developed
provacative “Imagination excercises.” Some are addressed to white people (it
their history, too), and others to African Americans. As readess of all
backgrounds are confronted by the paintings, oxercises, and other narsatives,
they react, beczuse 1s difficult, i not impossible, o mainwin any omotonal
distance while handling this provocative volume. Lester writes, “Freedom. it's
like a proguise we are still learning how to keep.” From Stave Ship 1o Freedom
Road provides 2 challenging itinerary for one pare of a supremely important
journey. Its well worth the tip. Honer Beod, 1998 CCUBC Coretta Seott King
Award Discussion: Author; Honor Beak, 1998 CCBC Coretra Scott King Award
Dhascussion; flustraor. {Ages 11.-1%)

McCuily, Emily Arnold. An Outlaw Thankigiving. Dial, 1998. 40 pages.
{B-8037-2197-8) $15.99

During 1896, Clara and her mother are traveling by train from New York
State almost across the consinene. Claras mother worries about “germs,
stranpers, and tain weecks.” During oae of the stopovers Clasa sees a poster
offering a 34,000 reward o the porsen who taras in Buwch Cassidy, an
outhaw waneed for zain robbery, cade rgsiing, and bank robbery. She hears
from a train newsboy that Batch Cassidy is “ne worse than the robber barons
who ran these raidwayy” and, ferthermorc, be's said 1o be “awfully good-
hearted. Gives some of whet he steals w0 meedy folks...” Somewhere near the
Urah border the train becomes snowhound, Nearby ranchers with sleighs
rescue the siranded passengers, some of whom are tskea to 2 small hotel
where prepavazions have been made for Thanksgiving dinner. Clara
recognizes one of the friendly cowhands hostisg the suzpeisingly eleganc
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dinner as the man whose picture she saw o the “wanied” poster. Acconding
1o the author’s note, a Thanksgiving dinner wish those particolar hosts was
docunmented by » former Browns Hole resident who amended e McCally is
pasticularly adepr at writing an appealing story invelving a young protagonisc

Plerdehint, Jufia. Freedom Train Noreh: Stories of the Underground Railroad in
Wiscensin. Hlustrated by Jeery Buder. Living History Press {7426 Flmwaod
Avenste, Middleton, W1 53562}, 1998. 116 pages. Pbk. {0-9664925..0-1)
$12.00 ($10.00 for schools and Hbraries}

with a befievable personality and in creating visual hiscorical sertings with
caretiully costomed charsciers and environments in which they interact with
many ethers. Her lovely arswork for this splendid story was made using
watercolor and tempers. (Ages 5-9)

Myers, Walter Dean. Amisiad: A Long Road to Freedam. Dutton, 1998. 99 pages.
(0-525-45970-7) $16.99
Much has beer writsen abous the people who were caprured in West Africa
and sent as past of the shave trade 10 Cuba, where 2 new auling actually made
this inhumane commerce illegal. Thar is why these Mende people were
tansferred to a ship called Amistad where their mutiny, subsequent
imprisonment in the Unned Stases and ultmate conr-won “freedom” was so
important o American abolitonists in the carly 18405 and later. Wricten
accounts vary in their emphases and uses of documents aboue chis
commplicaved history, bur all feature 2 youag man, Sengbe Pich, known 0
have been a rice farmer in the village of Mani in Mendelind before he Tose his
freedem. This man came 1o be known in America as Cingue, and 05
Mathaniel Jocchyn's Famous porerait of him on the front cover of this most
Afrocentric Amissad account. Senghe’s history is documented, whichk is why
he is well known today. The people of the Amistad are koown because of the
precedens-setting courr cases uitiniately nvelving former ULS, president John
Quincy Adams and other prominent attorneys and politcians of that time,
and because of the final Supreme Courr decisions affecting the basic human
rights. Myers' point of view s cruciad and essential, and he wrires with
arzesting style. There is much archival visual information, a list of further
readings and an index. Honor Book, CCBC Corerta Seotr King Award
Dieseussion: Author. A?wnm 1116)

Park, feances and Ginger Park. My Freedom Trip: A Child's Escape from North

Horea, Wustrated by Debra Reid Jenkins. Boyds Mills Press, 1998. 32 pages.

(1363974681} §15.95
A poung girl descibes her journey from North to South Karea i this
haunting picture book thar achingly veveals o small child’s fear of leaving
what & loved and familiar behind and of journeying into the unknown. Sac's
friends have abready been disappraring one by one from school, flecing with
their families in the night w the freedom of the south on the eve of the
Korean War. When her tazher wells her thac he, roo, will be leaving, Soo begs
his te stay but he promises ber his guide, Mr. Han, will retumn for her soon,
aigd then for her mocker. One by one, he tells her, they will ke theic
freedom wips, When the guide does rerurn for Soo, she must go wids dhis
kind stranger into the nighe, leaving her mother behind and tustng duat her
father will be waiting at the end of her journey. The authors based the
unforgetiable story on their own mather's childhood. Their prose is as hushed
and tense as a child in fear as Soo and Mr, Han move through the dangerous
daskness, and Debre Reid Jonking soft, somber-toned paintings underscore
the emotional weight of the story. A key is provided s the Korean waosds
used in the wext and die Korean charmcrers that appear as part of the design of
cach quiet, clegant owo-page spread. (Ages 8-10)

A history of Wisconsin's involvament in the underground sailroad perfect for
fousreh grade readers but of inzerest o many ochers as well dravws ot extensive
wsearch o present realife staries of African Americans whe sought fefge in
Wisconsin during the time of shavery or who passed throwgh the sare on
their way to freedom and individuals in the seare, both black and whire, whao
helped them. Plerdehine emphasizes the intense desire for self-determination
among Aftican Americans thar fucked the abolitonist movement and makes
it clear that these were people intent on frecing themselves, although the
assiszance of white and black abolitionists became eritical once an individual
made the decision w run. Drawing an tmportant distinction beeween whar is
known and what must be conjecured shous the individual lives and evenss
she describes, she explains ia her insroducrion that “when a story includes
spoken words, those words were actually said or written by these prople
many years ago. Thoughts and feelings described were also recorded by the
people who experienced them, However, when personal sccounts were nos
recorded you miay be asked to imagine how people feic and thoughe.”
Underground Raifroad aceivity in Wisconsin was not neagdy as common as ins
srazes fasther soush and east, bae Pherdehint has retold events thae happened
aceoss the eustorn and coneral part of the swee, from Belokt 1o Green Bay,
Madison to Milwaukee, in towns both smalf and Targe. Specific communiries
mentioned in the stories xre pionired on 2 map at the beginning of the book.
Black-and-whise reproduciions of powerful paintiags by ferry Busler tha
depict scenes from a number of the stories, and bladcand.whise photopraphs
of historical picwres and documents, bring sdded interest 1o cach of the
stories detziled. This singular volume also includes an exrensive bibliogeaphy
of sources and a chaprer-by-chaprer list of suggeseed books and wels sites
where readers can learn more abous the specific events and the undergrotnd
railroad in general. One copy of the ook, which was funded by the
Wisconsin Sesquicentennial Commibssion, has been disuibuted 1o each public
and most private elementary and middle schools in Wisconsin, and to every
Wisconsin public library. {Ages 9-14)

Priagle, Laurence. Oue Room School. Whusteared by Burbara Garrison. Boyds
Mills Press, 1998, 32 pages. (1-56397-583-1) $15.95

In 1944 Miss Schackeleon taugh all subjects o all in the eight grades in School
14 somewhene in rural New York State. Some grades had as many a5 five pupls,
and the third geade that year had only one. Basing this accoust on his boyhood
experience in that one suom school, Pringle weites, “She taught s aff o read
and wrize and muldply. She raught us the history of New York Suste, where we
fived, and about the war thae wroubled the world at the time.” Ofder children
hedped younges one. Bveryone had 1o concentrate while others were tautght,
and it could be interesting o fisten, wo. Thar fall Miss Schackelton read » fong
book aloud ta the entire school. On days when the weather was two severe for
recess, she conducred contests such as spefling bees, It wasn’t unusual for a
wacher to mese owt individual punishment with a ruler in those yers. A
bockmobile, dactor, and dental hygienist made oceasions! visits 1o the school.
There was always a Christmas pageant for which each prpil kearned 2 poer or
song. As an adule, Pringle writes books abwsur nasure for young people. He
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attributes “the reots of his concern abous nature” 1o the chances he had w©
ehserve, enjoy and learn about the narural world in his former one room
scheol. Today’s young readers will point our ways in which theie chassrooms are
like thar oae room school and alse how they are different, Garrison’s note
explains how she creared the fisll-calor illastrarions placed on cach wn page ©
simulate pictures from & 19485 photo albusy; they are collagraphs (e, collage-
graphics), a type of etching. (Ages 5-9)

Rubin, Susan Goldman. Zaikets, Toasters, and Telephones: The How and Why of
Everyday Objects. Tustrated by Flsa Warnick. Browndeer Press/Harconrt Brace,
1998. 132 pages. (0-15-201421-7) $20.00

How often do we thisk of  roiler or refrigerator or even a pen as a feat of
enginecring? Mow about as 2 work of are? As the author of this intriguing
velume notes in her introduction, “Every day people ase toilers, sinks,
wothbsushes, clocks, welephones, TVs, refrigerators, overns, toasters, wash
catis, vacuum cleaners, hangers, paper clips, zippers, safery pins, pencils, and
pens. These objects are so famitiar we take them for granted. But how did
these things come to fovk the way they do?” Susan Goldman Rubin’s
fascinating exploration of che kistory of many of these sow common,
everyday objects seveals that some of them have gone through enormous
changes over decades, and sometimes centuries, o arrive at the way they ook
and funceion today. They are the product of what we now call indusiral
design, the marriage of form and Function. Rubin’s book is a delightful, eye-
opening look at how industrial design has come to embrace not only cver-
chaaging technological discovesies, but also shifiing acsthetic sensibilives
with regard w shape, color, line and other aspects of the decorative ares, Her
cwlorful narmative documents some of the major changes in the developinent
of various ireins tn addition to chronicling how the way they we used has
changed over time. Black-and-white photographs and drawings of che irems
ilusszare vach chapter, and while more of these would have been welcome,
this is still 2 unique book with broad appeal thar will be of special interest to
students wich ar interest in art, engineeting, or m.n?mcm»,nn:m, {Ages 12-16)

Santiage, Chiori. Home to Medicine Meuntain. Hlustrated by Judich Lowry.
Children’s Book Press (246 First Screet, Suite 104, San Francisco, CA 94105),
1998, 32 pages. (0-89239-155-3) $15.95

Thix picture book recounts ene experience of the many endured by childeen
who were made to attend 2 boarding schoat for Indian yoath, This one roek
place during the 19305 in California, That was not the only place or time in
which Indian children were separazed from their families and made 1o wrend
U.5. government-operated schools hundreds of miles from their homes, The
basis of thix pictnre stary rests in the actual life events of Lowry's father and
uncle as boys, Stanley and Benny Len, who were completely cut off from
their people, birth fanguage, and value system. They wese purished if they
forgot 10 speak English, and the punishment was probably mase hawsh than
the wooden. ruder pictured here. When these boys learsted thay they had no
way to get home for the summer and, instead, would have 1o stay at school
and work, they wed their ingenuity and courage to come up with 2 way w
got home. A color phote of Lowry’s father and undcle a5 men roday concludes
the story of how these two boys from the Mounesia Maidu wibe scoually did
tide on the wp of a vailroad car all the way 1o Medicine Mountaia in order 10
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retara home. The story for younger children only touches lightly on the
surface of the Indian boarding schoot experience, an experience i inflicred
decp pain and hiftfong trauma on thousinds and thar is sometimes referred in
other acceunts as an attempt a genocide, {Ages 6-9)

Tarhescu, Edith. Annwshkas Vepage. Hlustrated by Lydia Drabeovich. Clarion,

1998, 32 pages. (0-395-64366-X) $15.00
Annushka and her Lude sister, Tanya, are traveling alone 1o America. Their
father has sent them sheir tickets for passage and waies for them in New York.
Fxciterment mingles with sadness as they say goodhye ro thelr grandparcats in
Russia, and shen it is up to Annushka 1o take care of them both as they make
their way ro Holland by train and then board the great sieamer that will take
them across the ocean, This story of wo young Jewish sisters making the
long journey o a new land is based on the expericnces of the authar's mothes,
wha fled she persecution of Jews in Russia during the late 18005 when she
was 13 years old, The full-color ihustracions, rendered in pen-and-ink, aceylic
and colored pencil, heighren the sense of whar it mighe have felt like to be 5o
small and alone among so many unknown people 2nd in s many unfamiliar
places on 2 journcy that joyfully rcunites them with their father bur rakes
them far away from others whom they love, [Ages 710}

Viola, Herman §. ft &s @ Good Day tw Die: Indiaen Byewitnesses 16l the Stary of

the Batle of the Little Bighorn. Crown, 1998, 100 pages. (0-517-70912-0}

$18,00
For more than 100 yesrs, the Batde of Liede Big Hoen has been perplexing o
white Americans whe felt thar thetr mifitzy power was fr superior to that of
Lakots and Cheyenne warriors. How coudd General George Custer and his
reops have been so soundly defeated? o provide some answers and o
recount the barde from a distinctively Nacive poine of view, Herman §. Viok
has compiled recorded firse-person accounts from 13 Nazive warriors, and has
arranged the 36 brief passages in cheonvlogical order, so that ene ges a swong
sense of the barde as a whole by reading the enzire narrative. In addision o the
reports of Lakota and Cheyenne wittesses, Visla bas abo included occasionat
acconnrs from Crow and Adkara scouts who served in Custer’s cavaley anit o
describe actions on the American side, He also includes a cless intoduction
and epilogae, Black-and-whitc photographs of setmic of the people involved,
shore biographical passages for each of the narrators, 2 chronology of events,
and note on his sources. tAge 11 and oldery

See alsos Har 6: Bat Boy and His Viefin: Choesing Up Sides; Discovering the Irea Iee
Maiden; Duke Ellingtow; Fire, Bed, & Bone; txib Rides Howe; i sve the rhytha;
Journey Home; Katarina; Kinderlager: Lacrosse; Let My People Go; Pioneer Girl:
Shakespeare Stealer; Snowflake Bentley; Soldier's Heart; Fhis Land s Your Land:
Wirrior Arsists; Witnesses to Wir; nrvivs in secrion om Biographyldniobiography




