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CHAPTER 187
RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES

SUBCHAPTERI ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
GENERAL PROVISIONS 187.20 Indemnification by incorporated Roman Catholic church; definitions.
187.01 Religious societies. 187.21 Indemnification of directors andfifers.
187.02 Existing societies confirmed; may reanize. 187.22 Determination of voluntary indemnification.
187.03 Failure to elect trustees. 187.23 Allowance of expenses as incurred.
187.04 Episcopal church. 187.24 Authority to limit indemnification.
187.05 Organizations other than churches. 187.25 Additional rights to indemnification and allowance of expenses.
187.06 May take title to property 187.26 Court-ordered indemnification.
187.07 Title to vest in trustees. 187.27 Indemnification and allowance of expenses of employees and agents.
187.08 Devolution of property of defunct societies. 187.28 Insurance.
187.09 Existing oganizations legalized. 187.30 Definitions applicable to liability-related provisions.
187.10 Congregational church. 187.31 Reliance by directors or fiders.
187.11 Property of Church of Christ or Christian Church. 187.32 Limited liability of directors and dicers.
187.13 Missionary corporations. 187.33 Limited liability of volunteers.
187.14 Consolidation of church corporations or congregations. SUBCHAPTER Il
187.15  Methodist property LIABILITY ; OTHER RELIGIOUS ORGANIZAIONS
187.16  Salvation Army 187.40 Definitions.
187.17  Eastern Orthodox Church. 187.41 Reliance by directors orfifers.
187.19 Roman Catholic church. 187.42 Limited liability of directors and dicers.
SUBCHAPTER I 187.43 Limited liability of volunteers.
LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICA TION; 187.44 Applicability of other liability provisions.
SUBCHAPTERI hold all lands then owned by it, other thand in addition to the
groundsso purchased, arichprove the same by the erection of
GENERAL PROVISIONS new buildings thereon or otherwiskr the purposes of revenue,

to be devoted to the uses of such corporation and in promoting

187.01 Religious societies. (1) How FormeD. The mem 'eligiousand charitable works, and at pleasure lease, mortgage
bers,over 18 years of age, not less than threeimbey of any andsell the same. Any such corporation at avgeting which it
churchor society of any religious sect or denomination whicR1ay hereafter hold for thelectionof its trustees, whether desig
shall have been ganized in this state and which, at the time}ated by such corporation as trustees, wardensestdymeror
maintainsregular public worship mayafter due public notice Otherwise, may make provision by resolution tcebéeredipon
given at some stated meeting of such church, sect or denomifki record of such meeting for the election of its trustees in classes,
tion, and any five or more persons of like age, not members of a#yd determine bysuch resolution what number or proportion of
religious Congregation’ desirous Ofganizing a Corporatioin Its Uustees Sha” be Compnsed-”:] eaCh Claﬂd,also the term fOI’
connectiorwith a church of their owpeculiar tenets to be associ Which each class shall hold theiffio; and thereaftees the term
atedtherewith, may aanize a corporation for religious, charita Of each class expires, their successors shall be eleciedand
ble or educational purposes in the manner hereinafter provided)cewith said resolution.Such corporation by its bylaws may
(2) CerTIFICATE. Such membersr persons shall sign angProvide for the time and manner of holding regular and special
acknowledge certificate substantially in the following form: mes?rt:ggg 8:ht2ﬁzr:()jl(z)lgglla(\;\fa?]lg(;tllj(z:rr]wsbc:/?;vtvgestr:glrllSha:ac\}leo?hgffglrlce
Know all by these presents: That the undersigned (insert : ;
namesof thesiéners) arEd those who are or may be?:ome(associa‘gﬁaw and all business transacted thereunder shgll be_valld.
with them for the purposes herein specified hagamized them (4) NOTICE OFFIRSTMEETING; WHO MAY VOTE. Public notice of
selves into a religious society of the .... church (sect or denemiffi time and place of holding the first meeting of such corporation
tion or other description), located in (name of town, village cxhallbe given to thenembers of the church, sect or denomination
city), in the county of ...., and state ofistonsin, for religious, for two successive Sabbaths on wiscdieh church, sect or denem
charitable and educational purposes, which society shall inationshall statedly meet for public worship, previous to such
known and incorporated by the name of (here insert the nam@ﬁetlng?SUCh notice may be given by the minisieby one of the
andshall record the same in thdicé of the register of deeds; andelders deacons, church wardens or vestrymen thereof, or if there
when such certificate shall have been so recorded the sociBgno such dfcers then by any membeand at such first meeting
namedtherein shall be a corporation and shall possess the pov@fghe members o$uch church, sect or denomination over 18
and privileges granted to corporations by @81, so far aghe yea_rsof age shall be entitled to_a vote at soeting as members;
sameare applicable or necessary to accomplish its purposes, AHEiif such corporatiotbe oganized by persons not belonging to
alsosuch as are conferred by this chapter any rel_lglous congregation the_ majority of the incorporators
(3) TRUSTEESNUMBER, TERMS;MAY HOLD PROPERTY. Such cor namedin the certificate, all having notice thereof, may meet at
porationmay by its bylawsfix the number of its trustees, pro Suchtime and places they shall deem proper for the purpose of
vided that such number be not less than 3, and their ternficg of Perfectingtheir oganization; andhe corporators named in such
the manner of appointing or electing the same, and the qua|ifi(§§rtlflcatgshall constitute the first board of trustees and todd
tions for membership therein. It may take, receive, purchase, h@ifice until others are chosen.
and useboth the real and personal estate for the purposes of itd5) TRUSTEES’ POWERS. The secular business and temporal
incorporationand noother; and lease, mortgage, sell and etheaffairs of every such corporation shall be managed and adminis
wise dispose of the same or any portion thereof as provided byt#sedby the board of trustees, and tfsall have the custody and
bylaws; and may also take by purchase, gift or otherwise and foontrol of the corporate propergnd make rules and regulations
everhold and improve any lands intended to be used for cemettaythe use of the same and for the renting of pevsifzs, and the
groundsor burial places, subject to the provisions and restrictioregre, improvement and management of the cemetery grounds,
sofar as applicable, in subdh.of ch.157. Such corporation may subject,however to the corporate bylaws. They shall appoint a
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clerk or secretary and a treasyngith power to remove theame, of Milwaukee and each and every one of themhereby forbid
and shall cause accurate records of all their proceedings athd den to sell, convegr in any manner transfer Forest Home ceme
businessmeetings ofsuch society to be kept, and they shall beery in the city of Milwaukee or any part thereof to any person or
governedn their oficial acts by the rules of their church, sect opersonsexcept in thanormal course of cemetery operations or in
denominationapplicable thereto and not inconsistent wifte pursuanceof an order of some court having jurisdiction thereof,
laws of this state or the constitution and bylaws of the saciety madeupon due notice granting leave to convey the same.

(6) CHANGE OF CORPORATENAME. The name of such corpera  History: 1985 a. 316.25, 1989 a. 307
tion may be changed at any annual or special medtyng major o
ity vote of the members present. Notice that the matter of chah§7-05 Organizations other than churches. (1) TrRusT
ing its name will be voted upml such meeting shall be given agES;TERMS;PURPOSES.Any diocesan CO.UnC” or COnVent!On, eon
is provided by sub(4) for its first meeting and the same personterencesynod or other body of authorized representatives of any
may vote thereon. churchor religious denomination or associationcongregation

(7) AMENDMENT OF ARTICLES. Such corporation may amengthereofmay elect any number of trustees, not less than three, to be

its articles of oganization or constitution at a regular meeting dﬂcor%%raiﬁd;and .‘g’hen‘ﬁg certh:jicate sthal! ha\éebbetﬁn madet and
said corporation by the majority vote of the members present §P?}e byd %preﬁl_ Ihngh eran (l:oun derS|grt1e y he secretary
thatsuch corporation has the right to gemith and transfer all ©' the body by which they were elected, statimaf such persons,

of its real estate and personal property to another corportiof/@ming them, were elected trustees, the name of the body by
the same religious denomination. Argther amendments to whom electedthe corporate name by which such trustees are to

eitherthe articles of aanization or to the constitution of such-cor® known,fthe tﬁ_”?] for V‘éh'ch tr&ey are to hold thl%n'mf:l a(;'d FT}e
poration shall be made in accordance with 481.1002to Purposes for which itis desired to incorporate tremd, filed wit
181.1004 the department dfnancial institutions, the persons named in such
History: 1971 c. 213.5; 1975 c. 94.91 (8) 1985 a. 316.25, 1997 a. 79 Cerlificateas trustees and their successorsfineoghall be a body
Cross-reference: See s14.38 (14Yor provision that certain corporate documentsCOrporatefor the purposes mentionéu such certificate and for
méghncit8 k;e flleld Wltth ,Secretarytog stéllﬁe unle;s th{?y bealthhe dm"}e-d __suchpurposes, and no othshall have the usual powers of a-cor
. applies to Incorporatea religiouganizations. nincorporatea assecia . . : H
tions derive their rights lgrely from common law Trustees of an unincorporated porat_|0n'and themembers of such corp_oratlon shall hold the_ll’
associatiorare not empowerei speak for the association in legal actions withoupositionsfor such term as the body electing them shall determine
g%%",ie\?v'zedgg'zg?gpsf'- '-ilfggggience ChurcBhawano Counf21 Ws. 2d 331 gnduntil their successors are duly elected. Upon the receipt of
. . App. . - . S -
Religious societies incorporated undér 187 are "persons” within the meanin suchc_e_rtlflcate,_the depar_tmeot financial |_nst|tut|ons Shal_l ISsué
of s. 32.19 and are entitled to benefits if they otherwise quéBhatty Gen. 578.  a certificate of incorporation. But any diocesan council orcon
vention,conference, synod or other body composed of or divided
187.02 Existing societies confirmed; may reorganize. into district synods or other units may provide in its constitution
Every existing church, congregation or religious society heretior the election of one or modé its trustees by one or more of such
fore incorporated is hereby established aodfirmed and shall district synods or other unitsr that one or more of its trustees shall
continueto be governed by the statutes now applicable therebe elected by said diocesan council or convention, conference,
notwithstandinghe same are repealed by this statute, iséinee synodor other body from one or mocd such district synods or
manneras if notso repealed, until ganized under this chapter;other units.
andevery such church, congregation and society, imajive or (2) Boby CORPORATETO HOLD TITLE. When any diocesan
more ofits members thereunto duly authorized by and acting fgsuncil, conventionor conference or any synod or other body of
all its members at the time, become a corporation under this chaithorizedrepresentatives of any church, or religious denomina
ter by making and recording the certificate provided herein, witfy shall have elected trustees and stiistees shall have
anadditional statement therein of thame by which such society yecomea body corporate as provided in sib), the title to all
andthe corporation connected with it has before that time begiyneys and to all propertseal, personal and mixed, and to all
knownandcalled and that such society and corporation are reigaciesand bequests that shall be given, granted, devised or
ganizedunder this chapter; but such rganization shall not work pequeathedb or be purchased by such diocesan courmilyen
achange of the ecclesiastical connection of any such society jon, conference, synod or other body of authorizegresenta
i . tives of any church or religious denomination, shall vest in the
187.03 Failure to elect trustees. No failure to electrustees body corporate, formed by such trustees and shall be used, man
at the proper time shall work a dissolution of amgyrporation agedand conveyed by such corporation under the direction of and
formedunder this chapteand those once elected shall hold thels, sych uses and purposes and to the extent and under such
officesuntil their successors are elected. In case of the dissolutiggyrictionsandlimitations as may from time to time be prescribed
of any such corporation the same may be reincorporated undetfhig ;ch diocesan council, convention, conference, synod or other

provisionsof this chapter at any time within six years after suc ody of authorized representatives of such churchetigious
dissolution;and thereupon all thestate, real and personal,-fordﬁnominaﬁon_

merly belonging to the same and not lawfully disposed of shal

b L : . 3) INCORPORATIONOF DENOMINATIONAL BODIES;DECLARATION
vestin such corporation dbthere had been no such dissolution. ( ’ AN
es P BY MEMBERS; POWERS;REORGANIZATION. (&) Any denominational

: ody mentioned in sul{1) having a constitution (or other instru
égrr{g?h e Itzrﬂ'sstgggagf gggﬁcgbiszggglegﬁﬁ%wgéd;%ssgg %tvsejct;]fnent of oganization), in writingatany stated meeting may vote
timesand in such manner as may be in conformity with the rulé%become a corporation and designate any of its members of adult
and usages thereof. Each such chuhgtetofore or hereafter _t;,nr?t Iéess than 10 ;r}_numl_)élo_ make, acknowlgfc_jge andbflle
incorporatedmay take by purchaseevise, gift or otherwise and Yith the epa:’ltme_nt?c inancial institutions a certificate substan
may forever hold any lands intended to be used for cemetéFi‘l”y in the following form: . .
groundsor burial purposes, subject to the provisions and restric Know all by these presents: That the undersigned (insert the
tions of subchll of ch. 157 and any such church, by its trusteed)@mesof the signers) members of the denominational tatgin
officers or agents, who shall hold the temporalities thereof, m&gmedpby vote of such body taken at its ... meeting, held on the
convey them with or without consideration to the trustees of the day of ...., .... (year), at ....,i¥¢onsin, and all others who now
fundsand property of thEpiscopal church, however called,-actareor hereafter may become associated with them in said foody
ing within this state, to be held, sold or conveyed according to € purpose of forming a corporation under the laws féahsin,
directionof the diocesan conventiar council of the Episcopal declare:
churchin this state; provided, howeyehat thetrustees, the rec 1. Thename of such ganization shall be (here insert the
tor, wardens and vestry of St. PauEpiscopal church of the city propername).
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2. The principal dfce of the corporation shall be at (here insert878,and the acts amendatory thereoffiliyg or recording a cer
the name of the place). tificate of the election of trustees or a certificate ajamization

3. Themembership, dicers and directors of the corporationdesignatinghe name of the church or society with the register of
areas set forth in its constitution (or other written instrument gfeedsof the proper counfyand which, since such filing or recerd
organization)hereto attached. ing, has acted as a religiousareligious educational and chaita

4. The corporation may amend its constitution (or other writtd{€ corporation in pursuandbereof, shall be deemed to be legally
instrumentof organization) as therein provided, diild with the incorporatedand shall havall the powers and be subject to all the

departmentof financial institutions a certificate theredly ~liabilities of religious corporations under the provisionstiug
acknowledged. chapter. Nothing herein contained shhk construed to fafct any

ctionor proceeding pending by or against any such corporation
pApriI 19, 1895.
History: 1993 a. 301

5. Any afiliated corporation of the denomination may becom
amember of the corporation in the manner provided in its cons
tution (or other written instrument of ganization).

(Signatures.) 187.10 Congregational church. (1) INCORPORATION. The

(Certificate of acknowledgment.) adultmembers, not less than three in numbéany Congrega
(b) Such corporation may take by gift or purchase for the piional church, known as such in both government and name,
posesfor which it exists, any real or personal estate. which shall have been ganized in this state and which at the time

(c) Such corporation shall have the powad privileges and maintainsregular public worship, may after due pubtiotice

exercisetherights and be subject to the obligations imposed up@fyenat some statesheeting of such church,ganize a corpora
corporationsorganized under general law tion for religious, charitable or educational purposes in the-man

(d) Any such denominational body having incorporated altf’ hereinafter provided. )
electedtrustees undesub.(1) may reoganize under this section  (2) CERTIFICATE. Such members shall sign and acknowledge,
andaccept fronits trustees a conveyance of any real estate ah@foresome dicer authorized to take acknowledgments of deeds

History: 1975 c. 945.91 (8) 1995 a. 271997 a. 250 stantiallyin the following form:

) ) Know all by these presents: That the undersigned (insert the

187.06 May take title to property . Every such corporation namesof signers), and those who are or who may become associ
may be empowered by the body electing them to take and hold fhedwith themfor the purposes herein specified, havgaoized
title to church properfyboth real anghersonal, of the church andthemselvesnto a church, located in (name of town, cityvir
religious denomination for which it is created, which is used qQage),in the county of .... , and state ofstbnsin, for religious,
designatedo be used for missionary or other proper prpOSGS@garitableand educational purposes, which shall be known and
suchchurch or religious denominati@md not specially used for incorporatecby the name of (here insert the name).
the purposes of any local religious sociétgorporated under the 54 they shall recordhe same in the fife of the register of

laws of this state; and to use, manage and convey the same tq4iieq5t sych countyand when such record is made the church
extentandunder such restrictions and limitations as may be prg;medtherein shall be a corporation and possess the powers and
scribedby the proper ecclesiasticalithority of their church or i ilegesgranted to corporations by ctB1, so far as the same
religious denomination. areapplicable or necessary to accomplish its purposes, and also

187.07 Title to vestin trustees. (1) All lands, tenements suchas are conferred by this ;ec’non. . _

and hereditaments thdtave been or may hereafter be lawfully (3) RULES. Such corporation mayy its constitution and
conveyecby demise, gift, grant, purchase or otherwise to any pap//aws,fix the terms and qualifications of membership afiide
sonsas trustees, in trust for the use of any religious sociggy- or terein.provide rules for the governmenttae church and its fof
nizedor which may be hereaftergamized withirthis state either cersand fix the number of its trustees, which shall be not less than

for a meetinghouse, burying ground or for the residence of 3, their term of diice and the manner of appointing or electing the
preachershall, with the improvements, vest in the trustees of sueA™Me: _
religious society as fully as if originally conveyed them, and ~ (4) PROPERTY,DEED, ETC. Such corporation may also take,
shallbe held by them and their successors in trust for such sociéggeive purchase, hold and use both real pedsonal estate for

(2) And all conveyances heretofore or hereaftede to any the purposes for which it has been incorporated and no other; and
personor persons, intended to be in trust farfor the benefit of, Maylease, mortgage, sell and otherwise dispose akiime or any
any such societyshall be deemed to vetste said real estate in portionthereof in the manner provided by its rules and bylaws and
such society whether such person gersons be denominatedMay @lso take by purchase, gift or otherwise and forever hold and

thereinas trustees or not. improve any lands intended to be used for cemetery grounds or
burial places, subject to the provisions and restrictions, so far as

187.08 Devolution of property of defunct societies. If —applicablein subchll of ch. 157
any such societyorganized under s4.87.01to 187.07 owning (5) TrusTeEES POWERS. The secular business and temporal
any real estate in this state, shall bebmcome dissolved by affairs of such corporation shall be administered by the board of
removal,withdrawal or death of its members, so that there is tiusteeswhich shall have the custody and management of the cor
acting organization thereof for a period efx years, or by the porateproperty and be governed in itdiofl acts by the rules of
majority vote of the members present at a regular meeting of stti¢ corporation applicable thereto and not inconsistent thith
corporation,electto transfer all of its real estate and persona&hapter. Any suchcorporation may change its corporate name and
propertyto a corporation of the same religious denomination, aadoptany other Such change may beade at either a regular
thereshall be within this state a corporation of the same religioasnualmeeting thereof or a@t special meeting called for that pur
denominationorganizedas provided in s187.05 (1) the title to  pose, by resolution adopted by a majority of the members thereof
suchreal estate so ownday such defunct society shall be vestednd spread upon its recordsA certificate, duly signed and
in such corporation of the same religious denomination nextknowledgedy the secretary and the presidinfjcefr of such
higherin authority in such denomination. corporation,containing a copy of such resolution and showing the
nameadopted, shall be filed and recorded at the same place and
187.09 Existing organizations legalized. Everyreligious in the same manner as the original certificate of incorporation.
or religious educational and charitabé®ciety oganized or Suchcorporation shall, from and aftéve filing of such certificate,
attemptedo be oganized under cl7, Revised Statutes of 1849,be known by the name so adopted. The register of deeds shall note
or ch.66, Revised Statutes of 1858, or 8, Revised Statutes of onthe magin of the record of the original articles such change of
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nametogether with the book and page whigre certificate herein successorsn office, when such conveyance shall have been

providedfor is recorded. approvedby the council, convention or synod represented by said
(6) REORGANIZATION: FAILURE TO MAKE NOT TO DISSOLVE. trUSteeS@XClUSiVely for the purposes stfich tl’U.St as SpeCiﬁed and ]

Every existing religious society of any Congregational Churcﬁltedaredm. the conveyance thereof and subject to all the eondi

known as such in both government and name, whose boardi@fs of said conveyance.

trusteeshave heretofore been incorporated undefaivs of this ~ History: 1975 c. 94.91 (8) 1985 a. 316.25

statemay by five or moreof its members, including in every cas% 7.1 Property of Church of Christ or Christian

alltthhe. mggmersd at E.he tfimethacting.ats trustees, thereuntm urch. Whenever any local religious society of the denomina
aﬁ q C:’rtll’fie t)wlaart] rbacrlr?gkir?r ne dsrogerzacome ‘Z‘ ig;ipg:a |orn tion known as the Church of Christ or @Béristian Church, which
undertnis chapteiby making and recording the certticate p 0accep'[sthe Wsconsin Christian Missionary Association as its

videdfor herein, with an additional statement therein ofrthme e ot i A
by which such society and the corporation connected with it ?m@éssmnaryorgamzatlon becomes defunct or is dissolvis

. - pertythereof shall vesh the Wisconsin Christian Missionary
beforethat time been known and called, and that such society itk ciation, the state institution of said denomination, and if
corporation are reganized under this section; but such gami- \ishin 3 years from the date when such local society becomes
zationshall not work a change of the ecclesiastical conneofion

- . - -~ defunctor is dissolved it is reincorporated the manner pre
any such society If any such society or corporation shall fail tq e in 5.187.07 the said property so belongitgsuch defunct
becomereoganized as herein provided such failure shall not wofl s o1ved local corporation at the time of its dissolution shall
its dissolution;and the board of trustees heretofore incorporat stin suchnew corporation. Any local religious society shall be
notless tharthree nor more than nine in numbehall hereafter oqmediefunct within the meaning of this section when it shall
be appointed or elected according to the rules of the society

hich th ted. b d by th - / veceased to maintain at least aagular service per month for
which theyare connected, be governed by the provisions ol S&iGerjoq of 2 years. Sectid87.03shall not applyto or afect

sectionswhich relate to the duties of trustees, and have all t igious societies of the denominatidmown as the Church of
powersandbe subject to all the liabilities of religious corporationg 5t or the Christian Church.

thereunder.

(7) FalLURE TO ELECT TRUSTEES. No failure to elect trustees at187.13 Missionary corporations. (1) INCORPORATION. ()
the proper time shall work a dissolution of any such corporatioAny 10 persons, over 18 years of age, who are members of
andthoseonce elected shall hold theirfioks until their succes churchesof any religious sect or denomination, which churches
sorsare elected. In case of the dissolution of any such corporatizivebeen or may hereaftbe incorporated under the laws of this
the samemay be reincorporated under the provisions of this sestateand maintain regular publigorship, may aganize a corpo
tion, at any time within six years after such dissolution; and thereation for religious missionary purposes in the manner herein pro
upon all the real and personal estate formerly belonging to thigled. They shall sign and acknowledge before sonficesf
sameand not lawfully disposed of shall vest in such corporatiauthorizedby law to take acknowledgments of deededificate
as if there had been no such dissolution. substantiallyin the following form:

(8) PROPERTY,TITLE OF, TOVESTIN wHOM. All lands,tenements Know all by these presents: That the undersigned (here insert
and hereditaments thdtave been or may hereafter be lawfullthe names of the signers), members of churchgarized and
conveyedby demise, gift, grant, purchase or otherwise to any pémncorporatedunder the lawsf Wisconsin and now maintaining
sonsor trustees in trust for the use of any religious sociaggp-or regular public worship, and all other persons who are or may
nizedor which may hereafter begamized withirthis state, either becomeassociatedvith them for the purposes herein specified
for ameeting house, burying ground or parsonage shall, with thaveorganized themselves into a religious society to be located
improvementsyest in suckchurch when incorporated under theén (here insert the name of town, city or village), in the county of
provisionsof this section, as fully d@goriginally conveyed to it; ....,in the state of lgconsin, for religious missionary purposes,
andin case the society has not been so reincorporatedvsisall which society shall be known and incorporatedthg name of
in its trustees and be held them and their successors in trust fothereinsert the name)And each such person so signing such cer
it. tificate shall add or cause to be added immediately aftepehe

(9) DEVOLUTION OF PROPERTYOF DEFUNCT CHURCHES. When  Son's signature the following: Member of th{glenomination)
everany local Congregational churshall become defunct or bechurch,at (here insert town, village or city), in .... cougscon-
dissolved the property thereof shall vest in thesgbnsin Con  Sin, or other words particularly designating the church of which
gregationalAssociation, the stateganization of said denomina theperson is such member
tion. Any local Congregational church shall be deemed defunct(b) Such certificate shall be recorded in thicefof the regis
within the meaningf this section when it shall have ceased ter of deeds of such countgnd when so recorded the society
maintainat least one regular service per month for a period of twiamedtherein shall be a corporation and shall possess the powers
years. andprivileges granted to corporations ¢y 181 so far as the same

(10) EXCEPTIONAND PROVISO. The societiesf any Congrega &€ applicable or necessary to accomplish its purposes, and also
tional church, known as such in both government and nanflchas are conferred by this subsection and s@sind(3).
hereinprovided for shall be exemprom the provisions of this ~ (2) OFFICERS;RULES; PROPERTY. Such corporation maby its
chapterexcept such as are contained in this section; providail, constitutionand bylawsfix the terms and qualifications of mem
the trustees of the funds and property of any churatekigious bershipand ofice therein provide rules for the government of the
denominationduly elected by any council, convention, confersocietyand its dficers, and fix the number of its trustees, not less
ence, synod or other body of authorizegresentatives of any thanthree nor more than nine, their terafiffice and the manner
suchchurch or religious denomination, and otherwise qualified &6 appointing or electing the same. It may take and receive by gift,
providedby law and their successors irfioé are hereby declared grant,purchase or otherwise and hold and use both real and per
to be a good and didient corporation, duly @anized and fully Ssonalestate for the purposes for which it has been incorporated
formed, constituted and empowered to receive lanid any lands, andno other; and may leaseprtgage, sell and otherwise dispose
tenementsand hereditaments that may be conveyed to it 19§ the same or any portion thereof at pleasure.
demise gift, grant, purchase or otherwibg or from any person, (3) PoweRrs. The secular business and temporfaliiaf of such
persons trustees or corporation in trust for a church, meetirgprporationshall be administered by the board of trustees. It shall
house parsonage, rectargchool or hospital, or for the other usesappointa clerk or secretary and a treasuéth power to remove
andpurposes of any such church or denomination, angheogy the same, and shall cause accurate records of all its proceedings
erty soconveyed with the improvements, appurtenances and candof all business of such society to be kept, and such board of
ditions thereto annexed shall be held by such trusteeshamd trusteesshall have the custodynd management of the corporate
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propertyand be governed in itsfimfal acts by the rules of the seci  (5) Saidjoint commissioners shall, as soon as practicable after
ety applicablethereto, and not inconsistent with the laws of thisuchconsolidation, call a meeting of all the members of the con
state;and it may adopt and have a corpossial and alter the samesolidatedsociety at which meeting said consolidated society shall
at pleasure. No failure to elect trustees at the proper time shalbptwhatever bylaws may beecessary and elect all necessary
work adissolution of any such corporation and those once electsificersand transact amyther business necessary or proper for the
shallhold their ofices until their successors are elected. The Sigﬁewcorporation. Until such Giters have beealected, said joint
ersof such certificates shall constitute the first board of trusteggmmissionershall be the governing boaofisaid consolidated
or directors, and in likenanner shall hold their fifes until their - society, and shall have the power to do anything necessary or
successorare elected. properto fully effect the consolidation or anything immediately
History: 1971 c. 213.5; 1975 c. 945.91 (8) 1975 c. 199 necessaryor the good of said society

187.14 Consolidation of church corporations or con . (6) The consolid_ated _soci_etwher_l the incorporation the_reof

gregations. (1) Whenevetthe members of two or more ineor 'S completed agprovided in this section, shall be vested with all

poratedreligious societies of the same church, sect, denominati§i§ temporalities and propertseal or personal, of the constituent

or ecclesiasticatonnection shall desire to consolidate said-sogocieties,and any gifts, grants, devises or bequests thereafter

eties,such consolidation may beeted in the followingnanner: accruingto either of the former societies, or to the consolidated
(2) Everysuch incorporated society shist of all submit to society,by whatever name deS|gnat_ed, shall b? \&.m” the same

the members thereof, at any regular meeting or at any spe pll pass to ande;t In the consohdaﬁed sociesft pemg the

meetingcalled for thajpurpose pursuant to the provisions of itg€claredntent of this section that no gift, grant, devise or bequest

charter, articles of incorporation and bylaws, the question gfallfail by reason of the fact that the same may have been given

whetheror not such society shall consolidate with any one or mdgeither one of the former societies, but that the consolidated soci

othersocieties with which it is proposed to consolidate. If a majd?ty Shall takeany such as would otherwise have passed to either

ity voting at such meeting shall be opposed to secisolidation,  Of the former societies.

thenthe said society shall have no authotiiyconsolidate until ~ History: 1975 c. 94.91 (8) 1979 c. 891997 a. 250

suchlater dateas a majority may be in favor thereof; but in case i

amajority voting at any such meeting of any such society shaff7-15 Methodist property . (1) All trustees who have

favor consolidation with any one or more other societies of tt¢en.or may hereafter be chosen or appointed in any society or by

samechurch, sect, denomination or ecclesiastical connectigly conference of The Methodist Church, (known in this state

thensuch consolidation shall proceed as hereinafter prescribgdfior to 1939 as the Methodist Episcopal Church) according to the
(3) Themembers present at any such meeting shall determfHi¢sand discipline of said church and their successorditreof

by resolution with what other societyr societies, a consolidation @PP0intedas aforesaid, shall be persons in,laapable of con

is to be efected. tracting and being contracted with, suing and being sued, and
(4) The members present at any such meeting of urgh defendingand being defended in all suits and actiwhatsoever

societyafter a resolution has been adopted to consolidate with t%g in law and in ngt_ycmq sthalktlafve _?_ﬂw‘?\;l tct)hregglz/%hacqlﬁ]lre,

or more other societieas herein provided, shall choose from it 0 ,posses(;s and enjoy in rgsh ord. e Metho '3 urc ,dany

memberghree representatives to be known as “joint commissiopeduestslands, tenements and hereditaments, and to use,-admin

ers” to meet with a similanumber of such *joint commissioners” ISter, sell, nortgage and convey the same, in the manner provided

from any other societyor societies, with which it proposed to I said rules and discipline for the proper benefit of said church.

consolidateand such “jointommissioners” shall have thefol  (2) Whenevera vacancy shall occun any such board or

lowing powers and perform the following duties: boardsof trustees, by death, resignation, removal from the society
(a) Said joint commissioners, or a majority of them, shall ha@ conference, or otherwise, suehcancy shall be filled accord

the power to decide by what corporate name the consolidated sétd to the rules and discipline of said church.

ety shall be known; (3) All bequests, lands, tenements and hereditaments that now
(b) Said joint commissioners, or a majority of them, may mak@(eor may hereafter be held, received or acquired by any trustee

sign and acknowledgecertificate of consolidation, which certifi or trustees, in trusbor The Methodist Church in this state, for the

catemay be substantially as follows: purposef religious worship, residences for their pastor or pas
Know all by these presents: That the undersigned, duffs. district superintendents or bishops, burygrgund, or for

appointedoint commissioners of ... of .... ,i¥onsin, and .... of Otherreligious, educationair recreational purposes, shall, with

...., Wisconsin, to déct a consolidation of said incorporatedhe proceeds, avails, improvemeread appurtenances thereof,

religioussocieties, do hereby certify that, pursuant to the authorfigscendo and be held by such trustee or trustees as may from time

in us vested, we have consolidated and do hereby consolidatei@igmne bechosen or appointed according to the rules and-disci

abovenamed .... of ..., Wconsin,and .... of ..., \igconsin, into pline of said church.

one religious society of the .... (church, sect, denomination or (4) Wheneverany local Methodist church or society shall

otherdescription), located in the .... of ..., county of ... ,stat  pecomedefunct or be dissolved thights, privileges and title to

of Wisconsin,which consolidated society shall be known anghe property thereof, both real and personal, shall veshén

incorporatedby the name of .... annualconference and be administesstording to the rules and
_In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and sei@siplineof said church.

this.... day of ..., ... (year) (5) All corporations of the Methodist Episcopal Church and
(Acknowledged) The Methodist Church heretoforegamized or attempted toe

(Signed) .... (Seal) organizedin accordance witchapter 89, lawsf 1849 chapter

(c) The certificate, together withceertified copy of the resolu 292, laws of 1864 chapter123 of the private and local lawatf
tion from each society authorizing the consolidation, shall Be72,and chapter 379 of the private and local laws of 1868, as
recordedin the ofice of the register of deeds of the county irimendedy chapter 385, laws of 188&ndchapter 158, laws of
which the newly consolidated socieig located. When so 1923 and all such corporationsgamized in substantially the
recorded, the consolidated society shall be arcorporated Samemanner as provided in this section, shall be valid corpora
religioussociety under and by virtue of the laws of this state atidns from and after the date of suclganization or attempted
shall have all the powers and be subject to all the obligattbnsorganizationand be subject to the jurisdiction and discipline of
religioussocieties as prescribed by this chapter saidMethodist Church.
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187.16 Salvation Army. (1) INCORPORATION. Any corps of belongingto the corporation in this state and the revenues-there
the Salvation Army irthe state of Wgconsin may become incor from, and shall administehe same in accordance with the disci
poratedas a charitable, educational, missionanfyilanthropic, pline, rulesand usages of the Salvation Army or the governing
beneficialand religious aganization, by theommander in chief bodythereof and the provisions of law relating thereto. The board
of the Salvation Army in the United States of America andehe of trustees of the corporation may adopt bylaws for the calling and
ritorial commander of the central territory of the Salvation Armgonduct ofthe meetings of its members, the government and regu
in the United States of Americegether with three otherfafers  lationsof the corporation, the management of its propartyithe
or laypersons, members of the said ld8alvation Army corps, regulationof its afairs. This section does not give to the trustees
executingacknowledging and filing a certificate of incorporatiorany control overthe policy or control of the religious or ecclesias
with the department of financial institutions, givingétsrporate tical membership of the Salvation Arpyr power to dismiss or
name the location of the headquarters of said corpsistévisin, removeany of its oficers or members, grower over any of the
the names of the incorporatoiits general objects and purposesspiritual officers of the association, who shall debject to the
Saidcertificate shall be recorded with the department of financiallesand discipline of the association laidwn by the general of
institutions and aerified copy thereof in the fafe of the register the Salvation Army or his or her successor ificaf.
of deeds in the county wherein the maifioefof said corps of the (5) AvenpmENT oF ARTICLES. The articles of incorporation of
SalvationArmy is located. When such recordiide the corpo  gych corporation may be altered or ameritjea two-thirds vote
rationshall come into existence apdssess the powers and privi of the trustees of such corporation. When adopted, a camcbf
legesgranted to corporations by chB1 sofar as the same aré 3mendmenaccompanied by certificates signed by the president
applicableor necessary to accomplish its purpose, and also SUgysecretary of the corporation shall be fileith the department
powers as are conferred by this section. of financial institutions and the original documents shall be
(2) Powers. A Salvation Army corps, incorporated undiee  recordedwith the register of deeds of the county where sioch
provisionsof this section, may in particular engageharitable, porationshall have its principal fice.
educationalmissionary philanthropic, beneficial anceligious History: 1979 c. 89110 1993 a. 184301; 1995 a. 27
work of the character that has been and is being conducted by the
branchof the Christiarchurch known as The Salvation Army andi87.17 Eastern Orthodox Church. (1) DerFINITION. As
may do everything and may act and carry on every kind of eperasedin this section, théerm “Eastern Orthodox Church,” also
tion necessary and incidental to the maintenance of such wdkKown as the “Greek Orthodox Church” includes th#owing
Suchcorporation may receive and hold both real and persomaltablishedind operating jurisdictions of that church:
propertyof and for said The Salvation Armyay execute trusts () The jurisdiction of the Orthodox Ecumenictriarchate
thereof;may from time to time transact any business and carry giConstantinople exercised in the Americas including the United

any work or operation in connection with and the purposes of siatesand possessions, by its duly authorized exarch, metropoli
the foregoing; may enter into, make, perform and carry out copy, archbishop or bishop:

tractsof every kind and for any lawful purposesay issue bonds
or obligations of the corporation and secure shene by trust
deed,mortgage, pledge or otherwise, if deemed best or neces

(b) Thejurisdiction of the apostolic Orthodox Patriarchate of
é% joch, exercised in the Americas including the United States

by thesaid corporation and may dispose of the same; may take 214 PoSsessions, bits duly authorized exarch, metropolitan,
hold by lease, gift, purchase, grant, devise or bequest, any pr%fc? blshopgr plshop, ) )
erty, real, personal or mixed, for the objects of said corporation (¢) The jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Moscaxercised
andissue bonds therefaand secure the same by mortgage, truit the Americas including the United States and possessions, by
deedor otherwise; may sell, assign, grant or convey any real it duly authorized exarch, metropolitan, archbishop or bishop;
personal property by proper written instruments execeitier (d) The jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Alexandeagr
by the trustees of the corporation or by dfiicers thereof, when cisedin the Americas includinghe United States and possessions,
thelatter have been duly authorized so to act by the trustees; bgdts duly authorized exarch, metropolitanchbishop or bishop;
shall have generally all the rights, privileges, immunities and (e) The jurisdiction of the Patriarchate aigbslavia (Serbia),
powersgranted to religious corporations in their secultaief.  exercisedn the Americas including the United States and pesses
(3) GOVERNMENTAND OFFICERSOF THE SALVATION ARMY. The  sions,by its duly authorized exarch, metropolitan, archbishop or
commander in chief dhe Salvation Army in the United States ofbishop;
America,the territorial commander dhie central territory of the () The jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, exercised
Salvation Armyin the United States of America, the chief secrgn the Americas including the United States and possessions, by
tary of the central territory of the Salvation Army in the Unitedts quly authorized exarch, metropolitan, archbishop or bishop;

Statesof America, the divisional commander of the Salvation P :
> ’ > . (9) The jurisdiction of the autonomous churches which operate
Qrem%/aIR/;Tti}) stit:emof Y:iﬂgsgnigdd Osnteagse;glrelaéén%m?ﬁéfo in Greece, ¥goslavia (Serbia), Rumania and Bulgaria exercised
y y in the Americas including the United States and possessions, by

manderin chief of the Salvation Army in the United States of, _. . - : ; .
America, shall be trustees of such a corporatim the dicers heir duly authorized exarch, metropolitan, archbishop or bishop;

and the lay trustee shall together constitute the board of trustee§)) The jurisdiction of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
thereof. The 4 first-mentioned fiéers of the corporation shale  United States of America, exercised in thmericas including the
trusteeshereof during their term of fiée, and shall cease to beUnlte_d States and possessions, by its duly authorized exarch, met
trusteesthereof upon their removal or resignation. The term &pPolitan,archbishop or bishop.

office of the 5th trustee shall be one year and mayeb®oved (2) GovernINnG BoDY. The governing body of the Federated
from office at anytime by a vote of the 4 first-mentionedioérs, EasternOrthodox Jurisdictions iAmerica shall consist of trust

or a majority of them. Whenever thefioé of a trustedbecomes eesof the ecclesiastical heads, also known as hierarchs, the chan
vacanta successor shall be appointed from tlieafs or mem cellor and the secretary sfaid federation and not more than 8
bersof the Salvation Army by the commander in chief of thadditionaltrustees, communicants of the Eastern Orthodox faith.

SalvationArmy in the United States of America. Mot or pre (3) APPLICATION FOR INCORPORATION. An unincorporated
ceedingof the trustees of the Salvation Army is valid without thehurch,congregation, parish @ociety of the Eastern Orthodox
vote of the majority of the trustees of the corporation. faith, may apply to the appropriate hierarch, bishop or administra

(4) PowERSAND DUTIES OF TRUSTEES. The trustees of a corpo tor for permission to incorporate under this chaptédpon receiv
ration, incorporated under this section, shall taeecustody and ing such permission, such body may proceed to incorporate pur
control of all the temporalities and propertgal and personal, suant to s187.01
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(4) GOVERNMENTOFLOCAL CHURCHES. (a) Every church, con cessorsas members of the corporation, andikke manner they
gregation parish, society or committee incorporated pursuant $hallhave perpetual succession. The bishop and vicar-general or
sub. (3) shall recognize and be subject to the jurisdicaol eitherof them may be represented at any meetfrthe congrega
authorityof the duly appointed and canonical hierarch, bishop ton or at any meetingf the directors by proxy with like fefct as
otheradministrator; shall accept, secure or receive the sacramig¢personally present. The 2 laypersshall be and remain mem
tal, pastoral or ministerial serviced such clegy only as are so bersof the corporation for the term ofy2ars and until their suc
certified to be of lawful and canonical status or authority in theessors,who in all cases shall be laypersons, are chosen or
Eastern Orthodox Church; shall retain or seag@astors only selectedas provided by the bylaws. In casfea vacancy in the
such clegy as have, in addition, the permission of the hierarchifice of bishop of the diocese the administrator thereof, or such
bishopor administrator certified to be appropriate; ahell in all other person as may be appointed accordimghe rules of the
respectonform to, maintain and follow the faith, doctrine, ritualRomanCatholic church to preside over and administersisig-
communion,discipline, canon lawtraditions and usages #fe  tyal and temporal &irs of the diocese, shall be, while he is such
EasternOrthodox Church. administratoror appointee, a member of the corporation in the

(b) Any action of the trustees or parish committees regardiptaceand stead of the bishop of the diocese laane the same
the calling, appointment, removal or compensation of parigfiowerand authority in the corporation as the bishop would have.
clergy shall be subject to approval in writing by the appropriate (4) Orricers;gonps. The oficers of the corporation shall be
bishopor administrator exercising jurisdiction. apresident, vice president, treasurer and secrearg bishop, a

(c) The trustees of every such incorporated or reincorporatgtcessoor administrator or other person appointed according to
body shall have the custody and control oftla# temporalities and the rules of theRoman Catholic church, or administrator for the
property,realand personal, belonging to the corporation togethgie being, shall be president; the pastor shall be vice president,
with all revenues therefrom and shall administer the same stricilyd the treasurer and secretary shall be selected or chosen from
in accordance with theylaws of the corporation and the rulesamongthelaypersons as provided by the bylaws. In all cases the
regulationsand usages dhe orthodox jurisdiction or ecclesiasti treasureishall be required to give bond to the corporation in the
cal governing body to which such church is subject. sumand with the sureties the directors require, conditioned that

(5) AppLicaTiON. This section applies to all churchesn  thetreasurer will faithfully account for and pay over all moneys
gregationssocieties, parishes, committees atfter local aqgani- receivedas treasurer and otherwise faithfuligchage the duties
zationsgoverned by jurisdictions, bishoprics, dioceses, missionsthe ofice, which bond shall, before the treasurer entgEn
of any orthodox patriarchatsynod or national church of the Eastsuchduties, be approved by the president, vice president and sec
ern Orthodox Church of the patriarchates set forth in §l)o(@) retaryby endorsement made thereon. Whenever the secretary or
to (9). treasurerafter due notice, neglects or fails to attendrtteetings

of the directors or attend to the business of the corporti®n
187.19 Roman Catholic church. (1) BisHOPMAY INCOR-  office shall be declared vacant by the remaining directors and the
PORATE. The provisions of this chaptegxcept this section and vacancybe filled by them.
subch.Il, shall not apply to or imny manner &ct the Roman (5) pegrs; saLe oF ReaLTY. The bishopor administratarthe

Catholicchurch or denomination, or any society or religious cogjcar—generalpastor treasurer and secretary shall be directors of
porationnow existing or which may beganized inconnection e cornoration. They magy a majority vote, contract debts not
therewith. Thebishop of each diocese, being the only trustee QLo qjingn amount the sum of $300. Debts in excess of that sum
eachRoman Catholic church in his diocese, may cause any orgll o contracted by the consent and vote of all the directors.
congregationsherein to be incorporated by adding four morg o, yopt may be evidenced lynote or other evidence of debt
membersas trustees as hereinaffgovided. The bishop and ndmay be secureby a mortgage on the property of the corpora

vicar—generabf each diocese, the pastor of the congregation to S :
. h . - tion, but the note, other evidence of debt or mortgage shall not be
incorporatedjogetherwith two laypersons, practical communi construedas implying amycovenant for the payment of the sum

cantsof such congregation (the latter todiesen from and by the therebyintendedo be secured on the part of any of the directors,

congregation)shall be such trustees. . butthe remedies of the payee or mortgagee nahsdin shall be
W nfinedto the lands and property of the corporation. The real

namein its articles of incorporation and may purchase, acce tateof the corporation shall not be sold, mortgageai,umbered
own and hold propertyreal and personal, and sell, convey ang, gisnosed of in any manner without the vote and consent of all
otherwisedispose of the same and contract debts, all of whl% directors

shallbe done subject to the bylaws ahd restrictions hereinafter he di .
provided. Such corporation may sue and be sued, have a commo#®) BYLAws. The directorspy unanimous vote, may adopt
seal,which may be changed at pleasure, andltithings neces suchbylaws, not contrary to the constitution and laws of this state,

saryfor the proper transaction of its business and duties and!Bf Statutes of the diocese and the disciplinthefRoman Catho
things needful in the management of the tempofairafof the IC church, as may be deemeetessary for the proper government
RomanCatholic church of such congregation, and for the beneft Such corporatioand the management and business thereof or
thereofand of such members as may become attached and bef¢¥demporal dirs of such congregation which may become-con
to said church in conformity with such rules and regulations Bg§Ctedtherewith or attached theret8aid bylaws may be altered
may be established by its bylaws; and also to purchase, own, h§idamended in the same manner as bylaws are herein retjuired
regulate control, manage atispose of any eleemosynaegluca e adopted and not otherwise; and whenever so adapted
tional, cemeteryreligious or other property which it may acquireimendedshall, before taking &ct, be recorded by the secretary
in connection with said church and the congregation thereof oriBé book to be kept for that purpose and be subscribedeadby
assignedo it by the bishop or other person or persons. of said directors.

(3) BISHOP, VICAR-GENERAL, PASTOR. The bishop and vicar— (7) ARTICLESTO BE RECORDEDIN OFFICEOF REGISTEROF DEEDS.
generalshall be and remain membaesthe corporation as long Whenever any of said congregations have complied witfotee
asthey shall be and remain respectivieighop and vicar-general going provisions, the articles of incorporatidhereof shall be
of the diocese; and the pastor shall be and remain a member ofmhgdeout accordinglybesigned by the president and secretary in
corporationso long as the pastor shall be pastor of the congregjae presence of two witnesses, wétmall sign their names thereto,
tion; and whenever either atl of them shall cease to be bishopand acknowledged before some notary public or other person
vicar—generabr pastor as aforesaid their respective successorsaathorizedby law thereto and filed with the departmenfioin-
bishop, vicar—general or pastor shall becdh®ér respective suc cial institutions, and recorded in thdioé of the register ofleeds
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in the county or counties where such corporation may own reammittee manageremployee or agent of a corporatitmited

estate. liability companypartnership, joint venture, trust or otlegrter
(8) FAILURE TOFILE ORRECORDARTICLESIN OFFICEOFREGISTER  PriSe.
OF DEEDSNOT TO AFFECTVALIDITY. Whenever in the ganization (c) Anindividual who, while a directar officer of an incorpe

of corporations under this section themay have been a failure rated Roman Catholic church, is or was serving eanployee

to record the articles of association or to file a copy thereof in thenefitplan because his or her duties to the incorporated Roman
office of the register of deeds of the proper coustich failure Catholic church also imposed duties on, or otherwise involved
shallnot afect the validity of the corporation but the corporatioserviceddy, the person to thglan or to participants in or beneficia
shallbe a body corporate from and after the date of the sigiiingies of the plan.

the articles provided that the corporation recattuks articles or (d) Unless the context requires otherwise, the estate or per
files a copy thereof in the fi€e of the register of deeds of thesonal representative of a director orfioér of anincorporated
propercounty within 3 months after April 10, 1901. RomanCatholic church.

(9) AMENDMENT OFARTICLES. The articles of incorporation of (2) “Expenses’includes feesgosts, chayes, disbursements,
any such congregations mag altered or amended by the uraniattorneyfees and any othexpenses incurred in connection with
mousvote of the directors of such corporation. When adoptegiproceeding.
duplicate copies of such amendment, each with a certificate (3) “|ncorporatedRoman Catholic churchtheans a corpora
theretoaffixed, signed by the president and secretary andtt® i organized under €87.19
Q|re$orfs,a![1d sdezletd w;t![qhthedcor?orat? searll, if therg besittayd 4) “Liability” includes theobligation to pay a judgment,
Ing the Tact and date ot (he adoption of such amenament an lementpenalty assessmentprfeiture or fine, including any

the same was adopted by unanimous vote of the directdf®of oy iceray assessed with respect to an employee benefit plan, and
corporationand that such copy is a true copy of the original, sh asonabl@xpenses

be made, and one of such duplicate copies shall be filed with the,_." . | h . ho i

departmenbf financial institutions and the other shall be record E} (5) “Party” means a natural person who veass, or who is

in the ofice of the register of deeds of the county where such c% reatenedo be made, a named defendant or respondergirin &

poration is located and in thefioé of the register of deeds of anyceedlng. - .

other county or counties where the corporation may own real (6) “Proceeding” means any threatenegending or com

estate. pletedcivil, criminal, administrative or investigative action, suit,
(10) DISSOLUTION OF CORPORATION. Any corporation aga- arbitration or other proceeding, whether formal or informal,

nizedunder this section may dissoliag adopting a resolution to Which involves foreign, federal, state or local law and which is
thateffect by unanimousote of the directors of such corporationprOUQEtb% orin thﬁ right of the incorporated Roman Catholic
Whenadopted, duplicate copies of such resolution of dissolutio?PHu.rC ergggangooiggg pelrzson.

each witha certificate thereto fated, signed by the president and Istory: a.306 a e

secretaryand the other directors, and sealed with the corporatg7 21 Indemnification  of directors and officers.

seal,if there be anystating the fact and date of adoption of sucf) An incorporated Roman Catholic church shall indemnify a
resolutionand that the same was adoptgdinanimous vote of the directoror officer, to the extent he @he has been successful on
directorsof the corporation and that such copy is a true copy of ths merits or otherwise in the defense of a proceeding, for all rea

original, shall be made, amzhe of such duplicate copies shall b@onableexpenses incurred in the proceeding if the directorfir of
filed with the department of financial institutions and diker cerwas a party because he or she is a directofficer of the

shallbe recorded in thefife of the register of deeds of the countyincorporatedRoman Catholic church.

wheresuch corporation is located and in thicef of the register (2) (a) In cases not included under s(®), an incorporated

of deeds of any other county or counties wherectiiporation roman Catholic church may indemnify a’director offictr

may own real estate. againstiability incurred by the director or fifer in aproceeding
(11) TiTLE TO PROPERTYON DISSOLUTION. Whenever anguch  to which the directoor officer was a party because he or she is a

corporationshall become defunct or be dissolved fiieperty director or officer of the incorporated Roman Catholic church,

thereofshall vest in the bishop of the diocese in which such eorpghless liability was incurred because the director oficefr

rationis located, and if within three years from the date of sugieachecbr failed to perform a duty he she owes to the incorpo

dissolutionsaid congregation be reincorporated in the manngftedRomanCatholic church and the breach or failure to perform
prescribedby this section the said property so belonging to sugnstitutesany of the following:

defunctor dissolved corporation at the time of its dissolution shall 1 A wilful failure to deal fairly with the incorporated Roman

Vejft{” s_ul%ggne‘ivo‘igggorggog‘ég S0BSiats. 1686 <. 167 15003 o, 154 CALNONIC ChUICh oOF itsmembers in connection with a matter in
01 100L o b 1985 & 3371989 2. 30pStats. 1989 5. 18719993 2. 184y hich the director or dicer has a material conflict of interest.

2. A violation of criminal lawunless the director orfafer
hadreasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was lawful

SUBCHAPTERII no reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was unlawful.
3. Atransaction from which the director ofioér derived an
LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICATION; improperpersona| profit.
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 4. WIful misconduct.
(b) Determination of whether an incorporated Roman Catholic
187.20 Indemnification by incorporated Roman Cath -  churchwill indemnify a director or dicer under this subsection
olic church; definitions.  In ss.187.20to 187.28 shallbe made under §87.22
(1) “Director or oficer” means any of the following: (c) The termination of a proceeding by judgment, grsiettle

(a) Anindividual who is serving as a president, icesident, mentor conviction, or upon a plea of no contest or an equivalent
treasureior secretary of an incorporated Roman Catholic churgfea,does notby itself, create a presumption that indemnification
unders. 187.19(4) or as a director of an incorporated Romaff the director or dicer is not permitted under this subsection.
Catholicchurch under s187.19 (5) (3) A director or diicer who seeks indemnification under this

(b) An individual who, while a director orfider of an incor ~ Sectionshall make a written request tiee incorporated Roman
poratedRoman Catholic churclis or was serving at the requestatholicchurch.
of the incorporate@Roman Catholic church as a directfficer, (4) (@) The obligation of anncorporated Roman Catholic
partner,trustee, membeof any governing or decision—-makingchurchto indemnify under sul{1) and its authority to indemnify
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undersub.(2) may be limited byts articles of incorporation under the articles of incorporation which becometeefive on or after
s.187.24 May 8, 1990.

(b) A director or dficer may not seek indemnificatiamder (2) A limitation under sub(l1) applies if the first alleged act
this section if the director or fifer has previously received of a director or dfcer for which indemnification is sought
indemnification or allowanceof expenses from any personoccurredwhile the limitation was in éct.
including the incorporate@Roman Catholic church, in connection History: 1989 a. 306
with the same proceeding.

History: 1989 a. 306 187.25 Additional rights to indemnification and allow -

ance of expenses. (1) Except as provided in sul2), ss.
187.22 Determination of voluntary indemnification. 187.21and187.23do not preclude any additiongght to indem
Unless otherwise provided by the articles of incorporation dification or allowance of expenses that a director ficef may
bylawsor by written agreement between the director icefand haveunder any of the following:
the incorporated Roman Catholic church, the directoofticer (a) The articles of incorporation or bylaws.
seekingindemnification under 487.21 (2)shall select one of the  (b) A written agreement between the director éicef and the
following means for determiningvhether the incorporated incorporatedRoman Catholic church.
RomanCatholic church will indemnify the director orficr: (c) A resolution of the board of directors.

_ (1) By majority vote of a quorum of the board of directors-con () A resolution, after notice, adopted by a majority vote of
sisting of directors not at the time parties to the same or relatggmbersvho are entitled to vote.
proceedings. If a quorum of disinterested directors canhet 5y Regardleswf the existence of an additional right under
obtained by majority vote of a committee dugppointed by the g, 1) the incorporated Roman Catholic church mayimaden
boardof directors and consisting solely2br more directors not ni, 3 director or dfcer, or permit a director or béer to retain any
atthe time parties to the same or related proceedings. DirectQiig,anceof expensesinless it is determined by or on behalf of
who are parties to the same or related proceedings may partiCigai&corporated Roman Catholic church that the directorfer of
in the designation of members of the committee. cerdid not breach or fail to perform a duty he or she owes to the

(2) By independent legal counsel selected by a quorum of fa@orporatedRoman Catholic church which constitutes conduct
boardof directors or its committee in the manner prescribed ithders.187.21 (2) (a) 12., 3. or4. A director orofficer who is
sub.(1) or, if unable to obtain such a quorum or committee, byapartyto the same or related proceeding for which indemnifica
majority vote of the full board of directors, including directorsion or anallowance of expenses is sought may not participate in
who are parties to the same or related proceedings. adetermination under this subsection.

(3) By an afirmative vote of members gsrovided in ss.  (3) Sections187.20to 187.28do not afect thepower of an
181.0722and ss181.0723 if there are members having votingincorporatedRoman Catholic church to pay or reimbues@en
rights. Membership rights owned pgr voted under the control sesincurred by a director or fifer in any of the following circum
of, persons who are at the time parties to the same or related gtances:
ceedings,whether as plainti$ or defendants or in any other (5) As a witness in a proceeding to which he or she is not a

capacity,may not be voted in making the determination. party.
(4) By any other method provided for in any additional right () As a plaintif or petitioner in a proceeding because he or she
to indemnification permitted under537.25 is or was an employee, agent, director dicef of theincorpo
History: 1989 a. 3061997 a. 79 ratedRoman Catholic church.

. . History: 1989 a. 306
187.23 Allowance of expenses as incurred. Uponwrit- Y

tenrequest bya director or dfcer who is a party to a proceeding,187.26 Court-ordered indemnification. (1) Except as
anincorporated Roman Catholic church may pay or reimbsse providedotherwise by written agreement between the direartor
or her reasonable expenses as incurred if the directoficerof officer and the incorporated Roman Catholic chuectirector or
providesthe incorporated Roman Catholic church with alihef  officer who has been successful on the merits or otherwigein
following: defenseof a proceeding may apply for indemnification to the
(1) A written afirmation of his or her good faith belief that hecourtconducting the proceeding tar another court of competent
or she has not breached or failegbewform his or her duties to thejurisdiction. After receipt of an application, the court shall give
incorporatedRoman Catholic church. any notice it considers necessary
(2) A written undertaking, executed personally or on his or her (2) Thecourt shall order indemnificationiif determines that
behalf,to repay the allowance aritlrequired by the incorporated thedirector or diicer is entitled to indemnification underl§7.21
RomanCatholic church, to pay reasonable interest on the allo@l). If the court also determines that the incorporated Roman
anceto the extent that indemnification is not required under €atholicchurch unreasonably refused the diréstar oficer’s
187.21(1) and that it is ultimately determined undet&7.22that requestor indemnification, the court shall order tineorporated
the incorporated Roman Catholic church will not indemriifg  RomanCatholic church to pay the directsior oficer’s reason
directoror ofiicer under s187.21 (2) The undertaking under this ableexpenses incurred to obtain the court-ordered indemnifica
subsectiorshall be an unlimited general obligation of the directdion.
or officer and may be acceptedgthout reference to his or her abil ~ History: 1989 a. 306
ity to repaythe allowance. The undertaking may be secured P57 27
unsecured. :
History: 1989 a. 306

Indemnification and allowance of expenses of
employees and agents. An incorporated Roman Catholic
church may indemnify and allow reasonable expenses of an
187.24 Authority to limit indemnification. (1) The employeeor agent who is not a director oficér to the extent pro
obligation of an incorporatedRoman Catholic church to indem vided by the articles ohcorporation or bylaws, by general or spe
nify under s187.21 (1)and itsauthority to indemnify under s. Cific action of the board of directors or by contract.

187.21(2) may be limited as follows: History: 1989 a. 306

(@) If the incorporated Roman Catholic church is incorporate®7.28 Insurance. An incorporated Roman Catholic church
onor after May 8, 1990, by the articles of incorporation, includingiay purchase anthaintain insurance on behalf of an individual
anyamendments or restatements of dhticles of lncorporatlon. whois an emp|0yee’ agent’ director odliadr of the incorporated

(b) If the incorporated Roman Catholic church was incorp&®oman Catholic church against liability asserted against and
ratedbefore May 8, 1990, by an amendmenbioiestatement of, incurredby the individual in his or her capacity as an employee,
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agent,director or dficer, or arising from his or her status as amvestmentor other use of perpetual care funds, maintenance
employee,agent, director or &iter, regardlesof whether the fundsor other funds held in trust in connection with the operations
incorporatedRoman Catholic church is required or authoritted of the cemetery
indemnify or allow expenses tthe individual against the same (b) Paragrapt{a) 1.and2. does not applyo a proceeding
liability under ss187.21 187.23 187.25and187.27 broughtby a governmental unit, authority agency in its capacity

History: 1989 a. 306 asa private party or contractor

History: 1989 a. 306

187.30 Definitions applicable to liability-related provi -
sions. In ss.187.30t0 187.33 187.33 Limited liability of volunteers. (1) DErINITION. In

(1) “Director” means an individual whis serving as a director this section, “volunteer” means an individual, other than an
of an incorporated Roman Catholic church undé83.19 (5)  employeeof the incorporated Roman Cathatisurch, who pro

(2) “IncorporatedRoman Catholic church” has the meaningidesservices to oon behalf of the incorporated Roman Catholic
givenin s.187.20 (3) Churchwithout compensation.

(3) “Officer” means an individual whis serving as a presi (2) ImmuniTY. Except as provided in suf8), a volunteer is
dent, vice president, treasurer or secretary ofircorporated Notliable to any person fatamages, settlements, fees, fines; pen
RomanCatholic church under $87.19 (4) altiesor other monetary liabilities arisirfippm any act or omission

History: 1989 a. 306 asa volunteerunlesshe person asserting liability proves that the
actor omission constitutes any of the following:
187.31 Reliance by directors or officers. Unless the (a) A violation of criminal lawunless the volunteer had rea
directoror officer knew or should have known that reliance wasonablecause to believe his or her conduct was lawful or no rea
unwarrantedadirector or dficer, in dischaging his or her duties sonablecause to believe his or her conduct was unlawful.
to the incorporated Roman Catholic church, may rely oninferma (b) Wilful misconduct.
tion, opinions, reports or statements, any of which may be written (c) If the volunteer ig director or dfcer of the incorporated

or oral, formal or informal, including financial statements anﬁomanCathoIic church, an act or omissiaithin the scope of the
otherfinancial data, if prepared or presented by any ofdh@v- o unteer'sduties as a director orfafer.

ng: i . (e) An act or omission for which the volunteer received-com
(1) An officer or employee of the incorporatBdmanCathe  pensatioror anything of substantial value in lieu of compensation.

lic church whom the director orfafer believes in good faith to . . : :
bereliable and competent in the matters presentged (3) ExcepTions. (a) Except as provided in pén), this section
(2) Legal counsel, public accountants or other brofessiong?esnm apply to any of the following:

personsor experts em’ployed by the incorporated Roman Cathogﬁ 1 oeeilr\ll*gggllrnmfl ;J%%iﬁd'gg ab rg;ght by or on behalf of

church,as to matters the director afficer believes in good faith Y9 i ' Y gency o

arewithin the persors professional or expert competence. fzd A pl)rf)ceed;]ng brtc;]ught by ar:jy per_sokr)l for ah\tllolatlon Otf ?tate
- . . or federal law where the proceeding is brought pursuant to an

b oésr)zi cl)? JRZ c(tzgrsse OOffV[/?lliI(?}rl](;ﬁ eb)éi?egtlgfci;aacowr%ﬁ ﬁct?hee expresgrivate right of action created by state or federal statute.

director believes in good faith that the committee meciasfi- 3. Claims arising from the negligent operation of an automo
dence. bile, truck, train, airplane or other vehicle by a volunteer
History: 1989 a. 306 4. A proceeding against a volunteer who is licensedified,
permittedor registered under state law and which is bageh
187.32 Limited liability of directors and officers. an act or omission within the scope of practice under the ¥olun

(1) Exceptas provided irsub.(2), a director or dicer is not liable teer'slicense, certificate, permit or registration.

to the incorporate@Roman Catholic church, its members or credi 5. Proceedings based uponaase of action for which the vol
tors,or any persomsserting rights on behalf of the incorporatednteeris immune from liability undess. 146.31 (2)and (3),
RomanCatholic church, its membes creditors, or any other 146.37 895.44 895.48 895.482 895.510r 895.52

person, for damages, settlements, fees, fines, penalties or oth%) Paragraph{a) 1.and2. does not applyo a proceeding

monetaryiabilities arising from a breach of, or failure to performpought by or on behalf of a governmental unit, authority or
any duty resulting solely from his or her status dsextor or ofi- agencyin its capacity as a contractor

cer,unless the person asserting liability proves that the bi@ach History: 1989 a. 3061991 a. 3181993 a. 213
failure to perform constitutes any of the following:

(a) A wilful failure to deal fairly withthe incorporated Roman

Catholic church or itsmembers in connection with a matter in SUBCHAPTERIII
which the director or dicer has a material conflict of interest.
(b) A violation of criminal law unless thelirector or dficer LIABILITY; OTHER RELIGIOUS ORGANIZAIONS

hadreasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was lawful

no reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was unlaw% 40 Definitions
(c) A transaction from which the director ofioér derivedan ; ’

improperpersonal profit.

In this subchapter:

(1) “Director” means aindividual who is serving as a trustee
or director of a religiousmanization or an individual who is serv

(d) Wilful misconduct. . . ing in a similar capacity in a religiousgamization.
(2) (a) Except as provided in pgb), this section doesot (2) “Religious organization” means an association, confer
applyto any of the following: ence,congregationgonvention, committee or other entity that is
1. Acivil or criminal proceeding brought by or on behalf obrganizedand operated for a religious purpose and that is exempt
any governmental unit, authority or agency from federal income tax und@6 USC501(c) (3) or (d) and any

2. A proceeding brought by any person for a violation of stalbunitof such an associatiooonference, congregation, conven
or federal law where the proceeding is brought pursuant to %0, committee or entity that is ganized and operated for a
expresgrivate right of action created by state or federal statuf@ligious purpose, excefthat “religious oganization” does not
3. If the incorporated Roman Catholic church operatesra  Includeany of the following: _
etery,the liability ofa director or dfcer arising from a breach of, (&) A Roman Catholic churchganized under €.87.19
or failure to perform, any duty relating the receipt, handling,  (b) A nonstock corporation ganized under cii81
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(3) “Officer” means an individual whis serving as a presi form, any duty relating to the receipt, handling, investment or
dent,vice president, treasurer or secretary of a religiogaroza- other use of perpetual care funds, maintenafwrels or other
tion or who is serving in a similaffice in a religious aanization. fundsheld in trust in connection with the operations of the eeme

History: 1995 a. 260 tery.

(b) Paragraph{a) 1.and2. does not applyo a proceeding
roughtby a governmental unit, authority agency in its capacity
sa private party or contractor
History: 1995 a. 260

187.41 Reliance by directors or officers. Unless the
directoror officer knew or should have known that reliance w.
unwarrantedadirector or dficer, in dischaging his or her duties
to a religious aganization,may rely on information, opinions,
reportsor statements, any of which may be written or oral, formaB7.43 Limited liability of volunteers. (1) In this section,
or informal, including financial statements and otfieancial “volunteer” means an individual, other than an employee of the
data,if prepared or presented by any of the following: religious oganization,who provides services to or on behalf of

(1) An officer or employee of the religiousganizatiorwhom thereligious oganization without compensation.
thedirectoror oficer believes in good faith to be reliable and eom (2) Exceptas provided in sul§3), a volunteer isiot liable to
petentin the matters presented. any person for damages, settlements, fees, fines, penalties or other

(2) Legal counsel, public accountants or other professionalonetaryliabilities arising from any act or omission as a velun
personsor experts employed by the religiouganization, as to teer, unlessthe person asserting liability proves that the act or
mattersthe director or dicer believes in good faitare within the omissionconstitutes any of the following:
person’sprofessional or expert competence. (a) A violation ofthe criminal law unless the volunteer had

(3) In the case of reliance by a directarcommittee ofthe reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was lawful or no
governingbody of the religious ganization of which the director reasonable&ause to believe his or her conduct was unlawful.
is not a member if the directbelieves in good faith that the com  (b) Wilful misconduct.

mittee merits confidence. (c) If the volunteer is a director orfiger of the religious @a-
History: 1995 a. 260 nization, an act or omission within the scope of the voluriseer

187.42 Limited liability of directors and officers. ~ dutiesas adirector or Gter. ,
(1) Exceptas provided isub.(2), a director or dicer is not liable ~ (d) An act or omission for which the volunteer received com
to the religious aganization, its members or creditors, or any pePensationor any thingof substantial value in lieu of compensa
son asserting rights on behalf of the religiouganmization, its 10N
membersor creditors, or any other person, for damages, settle (3) () Except as provided in pgb), this section doesot
ments,fees, fines, penalties or othmonetary liabilities arising applyto any of the following:
from a breach of, or failure to perform, adyty resulting solely 1. A civil or criminal proceeding brought by or on behalf of
from his or her status as a director oficdr, unless the person any governmental unit, authority or agency
assertingliability proves that thebreach or failure to perform 2. A proceeding brought by any person for a violation of state
constitutesany of the following: or federal law where the proceeding is brought pursuant to an
(a) A wilful failure to deal fairly with the religious ganization expressprivate right of action created by state or federal statute.
or its members in connection with a matter in which the director 3. Claims arising from the negligent operation of an automo
or officer has a material conflict of interest. bile, truck, train, airplane or other vehicle by a volunteer
(b) A violation of criminal law unless thelirector or dficer 4. A proceeding against a volunteer who is licensedified,
hadreasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was lewfupermittedor registered under state law and which is basgxh
no reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was unlawth act or omission within the scope of practice under the volun
(c) A transaction from which the director ofioér derivedan teer’slicense, certificate, permit or registration.

improperpersonal profit. 5. Proceedings based uponause of action for which the vol
(d) Wilful misconduct. unteeris immune from liability undess. 146.31 (2)and (3),
(2) (a) Except as provided in pdb), this section doesot 146.37 895.44 895.48 895.482 895.510r 895.52

applyto any of the following: (b) Paragrapia) 1.and2. does not applyo a proceeding
1. A civil or criminal proceeding brought by or on behalf obroughtby or on behalf of a governmental unit, authority or

any governmental unit, authority or agency agencyin its capacity as a contractor

2. A proceeding brought by any person for a violation of statesto: 1995 2. 260
or federal law where the proceeding is brought pursuant to gg7 44 Applicability of other liability provisions. This
expresgrivate right of action created by state or federal StatUtﬁjbchapterdoes not déct any powers and privilegeganted

3. Ifthe religious oganization operatescemeterythe liabit  unders.187.01 (2)to religious societies formed unded87.01
ity of a director or dicer arising froma breach of, or failure to per  History: 1995 a. 260
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