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CHAPTER 75
LAND SOLD FOR TAXES

75.001 Definitions. 75.285 Action; condition precedent.
75.002 Timely payment. 75.29  Actions of ejectment, when barred.
75.01  Redemption. 75.30  Action by original owner if deed is void, when barred.
75.03  Redeeming lands of minors, incompetents. 75.31  “Possession” defined.
75.04  Redemption receipt and entries. 75.32  Taxation and sale of lands held by counties.
75.05  Disposition of redemption money 75.35  Sale of tax—deeded lands; purchase of adjacent lands.
75.06  Applicability of chapter to 1st class cities. 75.36  County acquisition and sale of property
75.07  Redemption notices; publication. 75.365 Agreements as to delinquent taxes.
75.09  Notice, how posted. 75.37  Waste on land subject to a tax certificate.
75.10  Mistake in notice. 75.375 Waste on lands subject to a tax certificate; penalty
75.105 Cancellationof delinquent real property taxes on property contaminateb.377 Inspection of property subject to tax certificate.
by hazardous substances. 75.39  Action to bar former owner
75.106 Assignment of property contaminated by hazardous substances. 75.40  Action, where and how brought.
75.11  Compensation of printer 75.41  Complaint.
75.115 Rights of persons who have an interest in mineral rights. 75.42  Defense, answer
75.12  Deed, notice of application for 75.43  Election to receive deposit; costs.
75.13  Filing affidavit. 75.44  Release.
75.14  Deeds, execution of; rights under; evidence. 75.45  Deed as evidence.
75.143 Defer taking of tax deed. 75.46  Trial; defendans interest.
75.144 Rights of persons claiming adverse possession. 75.47  Separate trials.
75.145 Correction of description by action. 75.48  Effect of judgment.
75.16  Deed, by whom executed; form. 75.49  Judgment for defendant.
75.17  Transfer of contaminated land to a municipality 75.50  Unknown owners.
75.19 Foreclosure of certificate. 75.52  Judgment a bawhen.
75.195 Extended time for beginning tax foreclosure. 75.521 Foreclosure of tax liens by action in rem.
75.20 Limitations on certificates and issue of dedils;of tax certificate liens. 75.54  Reassessment of taxes by order of court.
75.22  Validity; immaterial errors. 75.55  Application of section 75.54.
75.23  Canceled deeds, certificates of county clerk. 75.61  Actions related to tax certificates.
75.24  Limitation, claims under illegal deed or certificate. 75.62  Procedure in actions related to tax certificates.
75.25  Lien of reassessed tax. 75.63  Ejectment as to public lands; conditions.
75.26  Limitation. 75.64  No jurisdiction; issue of deed postponed; deposit.
75.27  Limitation on former owner 75.67  Procedure in populous counties containing authorized city
75.28  Application of all limitations. 75.69  Sale of tax delinquent real estate.

NOTE: 1987 Wisconsin Act 37§ which repealed and ecreated chapter 74, by law to be imposed on the tax certificate following its issuance.
made substantial amendments to chapter 75.Act 378 contains explanatory If there is a redemption before the recording, thedted, as it
notes. . ’ ’

relatesto the land redeemed, shall be void.

75.001 Definitions. In this chapterunless the context clearly ~ (C) The provisions of this chapter relating to redemption; con
indicatesotherwise: veyance rights of action, limitation andther proceedings shall

(1) “Tax” means real property taxes, special assessmentf@glyto all swamp and overflowed lands that have been or may
definedunder s.74.01 (3) special chayes as defined under s.P€contracted for sale by any county board. B
74.01(4) and special taxes as defined undét4s01 (5) (4) (a) Redemption of land subject to a tax certificate may be
(2) “Tax deed” means a tax deed executed undé.44 a madein partial payments of not less than $20, unlessthaty
deedexecuted under g5.190r a judgment issuashder s75.521 treasureigrees to accept a smaller amount. The making of partial
History: 1987 a. 378 paymentsshall not operate to extend the period of redemption.
(b) Eachpartial payment shall be applied first to pay all
75.002 Timely payment. (1) When payment is required chargesauthorizedby law then to pay the interest and penalty
underthis chapteto be made on or before a certain date, the pagccruedand then to pay the principal of the tax. The portion of the
mentis timely if it is mailed in gproperly addressed envelope paymentio be applied as principal shall be ascertained by dividing
postmarkedefore midnight of the last date prescribed for makirttpe amount of the payment ltiie sum of one plus a figure that is
the payment, with postage prepaid, and is received by the propeg product ofeither .01 or a decimal reflecting the applicable per
official not more than 5 days after the prescribed date for makicgntageunder s.74.47 multiplied by the number of months of
the payment. delinquencycounting any part of a month as a full month. This

(2) A payment which fails to satisfy the requirements of suBmountof principal shall be deducted from the amoufferefd in
(1) solely because of a delay or administrative error of the UBgymentand the remainder of it shall be the interest accrued from
postalservice shall be considered to be timely made. the date ofaccrual specified in the tax certificate on that portion
History: 1987 a. 378 of the tax that is dééred to be paid. Interest on any new balance
of principal sum shall be figured from the date of accrual specified
75.01 Redemption. (1) (a) As used in this subsection,in the tax certificate.

“recording” means the presentation of a tax deed to the register dF'eliSé‘nyi t_1977dc- 26%)9?11)0(5)1671987 a. 378t the time of the filnd of a valid t
: edemptiorunder sub. may occur up to the time of the filing of a valid tax

deedsfor record and acceptance of it. deed. The filing of a void tax deed does not prevent redemption. Theraigtmority

(b) Any person, prioto the recording of a tax deed based ofar the retroactive amendment of a void tax deed. TheiGeunty of \érnon,221
a tax certificate issued on land for nonpayment of taxes, m\é@?ﬁzgv:n?’ej;?ssgn';lifl\(/avtjz?oj}zgizrﬁ%‘;rtlg??harcel of land sold for taxes before the tax
redeentheland d(_escrlbed in the tax certificate. Redemption shalledis recorded by filing with the county treasurer an application for prorafion
be made by paying to the county treasurer the amount of tlgescontaining a legal description of the portion sought to be redeemediity58
unpaidtaxes stated in the tax certificate plus the interest and p&fn- 39-

; An interested person may redeem land sold for the nonpayment of taxes up until
alty as provided under 24.47 computed from the date of aCcruakhetime a tax deed conveying the same is recorded. Se@do#8 and 75.14 (1) are

asspecifiedin the tax certificate plus any other ai@s authorized discussed.63 Atty. Gen. 592.
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75.03 Redeeming lands of minors, incompetents. (1) chargedor which the county did not settle for under4.29shall

(&) The lands of minors or any interest they may have acduniredbe retained by the county

landsprior to or after the date thends became subject to a taxcer History: 1987 a. 3781991 a. 39

tificate may beredeemed at any time before such minors come of

ageand during one year thereafter if such lands didagotue 75.06 Applicability of chapter to 1st class cities. For
delinquenttaxes for 5 or more consecutive years prior to or aftpurposes of this chapteicounty” includes a city authorized to
suchacquisition, but no such redemption shall be constased proceedunder s74.87. Unless the context specifically indicates
redeemingthe interest of angther person in such lands. Theotherwise,all powers granted to counties by this chaptex
landsof persons adjudged mentally incompetent or iatgrest grantedto that city; all powers and duties granted to county gov
theymay have acquired in lands priorthe date the lands becamesrningbodies and ditials are granted to the counterpart govern
subjectto a tax certificate and which did not accrue delinqueirg body and dicials of that city; and all procedures and forms
taxesfor 5 or more consecutiwears prior to or after such acquisi prescribedoy this chapter as applicable to counties shall be-appli
tion, may be redeemed at atigne during disability and during cableto that city with the modifications necessary to retain-sub
oneyear thereafterRedemption shall be made unders01 stantial conformity with this chapter

(b) The heirs of any such minor who dies after the nsniitte History: 1987 a. 378
to the landsshall accrue and before the expiration of the time ) ] o
when,if the minor had lived, the minor might have redeettimed 75.07 Redemption notices; publication. (1) Each
lands, may also, if minors, redeem the interest of the minor in ¢RUNty treasurer shall, at least 6 and not more than 10 months
landswithin the time in which the minor could, living, have ~beforethe expiration of the time for redeeming lasdbject to a
redeemedhe same; and if not minors they may redeem within ofi@ certificate, excepiands subject to 5.521that are located in
year from the time their title so accrues and within the time i City authorized to proceed undei74.87 cause to be published
which the minor could, if living, have redeemed the same. ~ asa class 2 notice, under @85, in the county in which the lands

(2) The period of redemptiowf lands or any interest in the arelocated, dist of all unredeemed lands, specifying each tract or
landsof minors or persons adjudged mentally incompetent, whitd}: the name of the person to whom assessed, ifamy the
they acquired prior or subsequent to the date the lardame 2@mountof taxes, chaes and interest, calculated to the last day of
subjectto atax certificate and which lands accrued delinquefigdeémption, due on each parcel, together with a notice that unless
taxesfor 5 or more consecutive years, prior to or after such acggichlands are redeemed on or before thedagtof redemption,
sition, shall not be extended under s(b. which shall be specified, they will be con\{eyed to the caufbe

(3) If a tax certificate includes lands or any interest in lang§Untytreasurerfor the purpose of such list, may condense such

which are held by a minor @ person adjudged mentally incompe escriptionswhen such condensed description will reasonably
tent,and those lands have accrued delinquent taxes for 5 or migfecrioethe premises. .
years, and the timfer issuance of a deed upon the certificate has (2) (a) Before publishing such list such treasurer shall-care
not expired, the county may eithéreclose by action under s.fully compare the same withe tax certificate describing the
75.190r take title under §5.140r 75.521andforeclose any right landsto be included in the list to be published. If upon such
of redemption or interest of any minor or person adjudged examinatiortherebe found any omission or erroneous description
tally incompetent by separate action und@bslQ In such action in the tax certificate, sucharcel of land in the description of
the minor or person adjudged mentally incompetent rappear Which the omission or error shall occur shall not be advertised for
by guardian ad litem as providéy law and the guardian, if the redemptionput shall be deleted from the tax certificate in which
personhas one, shall be joined as a party defendant. it was originally included and placed in the next-issued tax eertifi
History: 1977 c. 831987 a. 378 cate.

. ) . (b) If the number of the description in the lists of lands to be
75.04  Redemption receipt and entries.  Upon the redemp  aqyertisedfor redemption bythe county treasurer shall exceed
tion of any lands subject to a tax certificate by payment to theno, the treasurer shall then let by contract the publication of
county treasurer the treasurer shall execute to the person §Qchlist to the lowest bidder upon a notice, written or printed, to
redeeminga receipt specifying the land redeenaed the amount e gelivered to andeft with the publisher or one of the publishers

of the redemption money paid on each parcel separdiirea ot each newspaper printed as aforesaid, at least 10 days prior to the
surershall enter on the tax certificatee information required {me at which such contract shall be let.

unders.74.57 (4) (d)

History: 1987 a. 378 (c) Any county treasurer who shall wilfully refuseraglect

to perform any duty required by this section or who shall keep
75.05 Disposition of redemption money . The county Packand notreport any unredeemed lands for the purpose of evad
treasuresshall distribute and retain funds paid to redeem land suBd its provisions shall forfeit the full amount of the penalty of the
jectto a tax certificate as follows: treasurer’'official bond, one half of which, when collected, shall
gpaid to the persoprosecuting therefor and the residue into the
reasuryof the state for the use of the school fund; provided fur
: . _ther, that no county treasurer shall be liable to any penalty for
(2) Paymentsf delinquent real property taxes, plus any intef,  singsuch publication to be madea weekly newspaper pub
estand penalties, sha_ll be retalneq by the caunty ] lishedin such county for théength of time hereinbefore named
(3) Paymentf delinquent special taxes, plus any inteaest prior to the date of the treasuinotice, when by reason of acci
penalties shall be retained by the county dentor other cause more than one wéels intervened between
(4) Paymentsof delinquent special assessments or specile dates of the actual issue of such newspaper to subscribers, if
chargedor which the county settled undei74.29 plus any inter  suchdelay at any one time shall not have exceeded 3 days; but
estand penalties, shall be retained by the caunty every such newspapgfor the purpose of this section shall be
(5) Paymentsof delinquent special assessments or specid¢emedo have been regularly published onceath week as
chargedor which the county did not settle for under4.29 plus hereinbeforeprovided.
anyinterest, shall be paid within 15 days after thedastof the  History: 1987 a. 378
monthin which the payments wereceived by the county trea Sub.(1) requiring publication of a redemption notif:e ptmthe expiration of the
surerto the taxing jurisdiction which levied the special assessma 2 T, T S0 o0 e e e Tl e Goee bt invalidate
or special chage. Penalties on special assessments and speaiglbsequent tax deed. 63 AtGen. 16.

(1) Partialpayments of delinquent real property taxes shall
retainedby the county and applied as provided %01 (4)(b).
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In publishing redemption notices for tax delinquent lamader (1), a county trea 75.106 Assignment of property contaminated by haz -
sureris not authorized to omit the names of persons to whom such property was : N
assessed3 Atty. Gen. 18. &ous substances. (1) DeriniTions. In this section:

(a) “Brownfield” has the meaning given in560.13 (1) (a)

75.09 Notice, how posted. If no newspaper be published in  (b) “Department” means the department of natteaburces.
suchcounty the county treasurer shall alableast 3 months pre (c) “Dischage” has the meaning given in292.01 (3)

viousto the time limited for the redemption of any lasdbject u R . . .
to a tax certificate, cause to be posted up copies of the Iisttjggfd) Hazardous substance” has theaning given in £92.01

noticespecified in s75.07in at least 4 public places in the coun ) o
oneof which copies shall be posted up in some conspicuous placd2) ASSIGNMENT AUTHORIZED. Before a judgment is issued
in the treasurés ofice. unders.75.521] the governing body of a county may assign to a
History: 1987 a. 378 personthe countys right to take judgment with respect to qay
cel that is subject to the coungyforeclosure action under s.
75.10 Mistake in notice. Wheneverby mistake or other 75.521 if all of the following apply:

wise, such treasurer neglects or fails to include in the tredsurer (3) The governing body of the county provides written notice
in accordance with the requirements of,Itve same may be pub ce|that is subject to the counsyforeclosure action is located at

lishedat any time within 2 years after the expiration offieeiod |east15 days before thgoverning body of the county meets to
of redemption. Such publication shall be made in the same mggnsiderthe approval of the assignment.

nerand for the same time asescribed in the preceding sections,
andsuch treasurer shall specify in the treasaneotice accompa
nying such published list when the time foaking redemption of

(b) The governing body of the county produces a written
assignmenthat is signed on behalf of the couritye assignee and

suchlands from such sale will expire, which time shall not be |e§§e C'ty; town or village in which the parcel that is subject to the
than6 nor more than 10 months from tiaepiration of the full 2 county'sforeclosure action is located. _ )
weeksrequired for theforesaid publication. All tax deeds made (€) The assignment identifies tparcel for which a judgment
uponsuch tracts of land after the expiration of the regular perié&iassigned.

of redemption shall, after the expiration of such extended period(d) The parcel for which a judgment is assigned is a brown
of redemption, be as valid andegftualas if such publication had field.

beenmade at the time required in such section. (e) The assignment requires an environmental assessment of
History: 1987 a. 378 the parcel and requires that ttiepartment be provided the results
75105 Cancellation of delinquent real property taxes of that assessment before a final judgment und&s.521related

: to the parcel is granted to the assignee.
on property contaminated by hazardous substances. i . . . .
(1) DEFINITIONS. In this section: () The assignment requires that, if the parcel is contaminated

p " the dischage ofa hazardous substance, as determined by the

(@) “Dgpartme,r)t means the o_Iepar_tmen.t of natural resourcgé'sessmemnder par(e), and if the assignee elects to accept the
(b) “Dischage” has the meaning given in282.01 (3) judgmentassigned under this subsection regardless of the con

(c) “Hazardous substanchas the meaning given in202.01  tamination the assignee enter into an agreement with the depart
(5). ment, before a final judgment is issued und@ss521related to

(2) CancELLATION AUTHORIZED. At any time before the theparcel, to clean up the parcel to the expeatticable; to mini
recordingof a tax deed based on a tax certifiGageied on prop mize any harmful g&cts from the hazardous substance pursuant
erty for nonpayment of taxes, the governing body of a county mityrules the department promulgates; and to maintain and monitor
cancelall or a portion of the unpaid real property taxes for whicihe parcel pursuant to rules the department promulgates.
atax certificate has been issued plus interest and penaltiessen (g) The assignment and arfidévit from the countyreasurer
taxeson the property if all of the following apply: thatattestgo the county governing bodyapproval of the assign

(@) The property is contaminated by a hazardous substanggentare filed with the court that is presiding over the cosnty’

(b) An environmental assessment has been conducted and éareclosureaction under s75.521
cludesthat the property is contaminated by the disghaf ahaz (3) JupGMENT. If a county assigns a judgment under §abp.
ardoussubstance. andthe county is entitled to a final judgmentlre countys fore

(c) The owner of theroperty or another person agrees to clearosure action under $5.521 the court that is presiding over the
up the property by restoring the environment to the exgeatti  foreclosureaction shallgrant a judgment to the assignee under
cableand minimizing the harmful &fcts from a dischge of a sub.(2) on the parcel that is the subject of dssignment and shalll
hazardousubstance in accordance with rules that the departmgréinta separate judgment to the county for parcels that are not the
promulgates. subjectsof an assignment. The costall enter a judgment order

(d) The owner of the property or another person presents to ithg and adjudging that the assignee is vested with an estate in fee
countyor city an agreement entered into witie department to simple absolute in the parcel that is the subject of the assignment
investigateand clean up the property andthe court shall enter a judgment ordering and adjudging that

(e) The owner of the property agrees to maintain and moni{ae county is vested Wlth an estate |n fee Simple _elbsolute inall par
the property as required under rules ttist department promul celsthat are not the subjeatfan assignment. A judgment under
gates and under any contract entered into under those rules. thIZSUbse%OthF?thegt ;[Oday urll_pald taxes_agﬁﬁhat are

3) ADMINISTRATION. Upon the cancellation of all opertion  Subseque € latest dated tax lien appearin ISt Speei
of Se?al property taxes unFc)ier suB), the county treasmr shallfiedins.75.521 (3) (bjand to recorded restrictions as provided by
executeand provide to the owner of the propeatgtatement iden S- 75.
tifying the property for which taxes have been cancelecshalfl (4) OwNERsHIP. An assignee who is granted a judgment under
enteron the tax certificate the date upon which the taxes were canb.(3) shall take titleo, and is the owner of, the parcel that is the
celedand the amount of taxes canceled. subjectof the assignment, except that a person who commences

(4) CERTAIN CITIESAUTHORIZED. A city authorized to proceed @n action under s75.521 (14ayelated to the parcel shall cem
unders.74.87may act under this section with respectitpaid Mencethe action against onlyze county that assigned judgment

real property taxes for which it has settled with other taxinguri$0 the parcel under sut2). An assignment undeub.(2) may
dictions. providethat an assignee under s(®).shall indemnify the county

History: 1997 a. 271999 a. 32 thatmakes the assignment ahald the county harmless against
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any loss, expense, liability or damage that toeinty may incur or any part or interest therein, shall pay in addition to the amount
asa result of an action under#&.521 (14a) requiredto redeem the lot or tract, $1.50 for each pesmwed

History: 1999 a. 121 with the notice arif notice is sent by certified mail, the cost of

) ) ) ) sendingany notices bygertified mail, plus the cost of publication

75.11 Compensation of printer . Theprinter who publishes of the notice. If there is no occupant of the lands as hereinbefore
the list and notice of the time when the redemption of land subjgefined, the county treasurer shall file arfidvit to that efect
to a tax certificate will expirshallreceive compensation thereforwith the oficer authorized by law to issue the tax deed.
thesameas is provided for legal notices under @85, exceptthat g N tax deed shall be taken upon any notice of application
whenthe same is published under contract, as provided bylaw ,qreforafter one year from the last date of service of such notice.

printer shall receive the compensation fixeddmech contract and (7) This section shall supersede all provisions of. laslud

no more. . e ; . . o
History: 1987 a. 378 ing the provisions of any city chartavhich are in conflict with

it.

75.115 Rights of persons who have an interest in min - gIuséorr{):c:sgs?ecﬁiigltggtle%ezrlglv\?r?;et‘)-f3a7r?elc%grc51ea; iiifrest including a mineral
eral rights. Notwithstanding ss75.14 (1) 75.16 75.19and interestinder s 786.057, be provi):ied written notice of an application fordetk
75.521(3) (am) 4.(5), (8) and(13) (b) the failure of an owner of 74 Atty. Gen. 59
afee simple interest in surfadghts to pay property taxes on land
doesnot extinguish the rights of a holder of a fee simple intere6.13 Filing affidavit. If a proper dfdavit of service of notice
in severed mineral rights related to that land. of application for tax deed or a proper proof of nonoccupancy

History: 1993 a. 391 dueform, as provided in §5.12 has heretofore been filed with

] o the countyclerk, the fact that suchfafavit of service of notice or

75.12 Deed, notice of application for . (1) No tax deed affidavit of nonoccupancy or such proof hast been otherwise
shallbe issued oany lot or tract of land subject to a tax certificatéiled shall not be alleged or raised in any action or proceeding
unlessa writtennotice of application for tax deed shall have beesttackingor questioning the title of the countyits successors in

servedupon the owneor one of the owners of record in théa® interestin the land which was the subject of the notice or proof.
of register of deeds of the county wherein the land is situated. Ifistory: 1979 c. 891987 a. 378

suchlot or tract be improved by a dwelling house, or buildiegd
for business purposes, or a building used for agriculpurgdoses, 75.14 Deeds, execution of; rights under;  evidence.
andin any of said cases, such building has been actually occugied If any landsubject to a tax certificate shall not be redeemed
for the purpose specified for 30 dagsmediately prior to the date the county clerk shall, after the expiration of the tiprescribed
of service ofthe notice of application for tax deed, or if such loby law for the redemption thereof, on presentation of the tax-certif
or tract of land has been occupied and cultivated for agricultuiedte and proof of service of notice, execute in the name of the state
purposes for 30 days within the period of 6 months immediatedyid of the countyas such dicer thereof, under the cleskhand
prior to the date of service of the notice of application for the tandthe seal of the countto the county and its assigns, a deed of
deed then notice of application for tax deed shall be served upghe land so remaining unredeemed, and shall acknowledge the
the occupant or one of the occupants thereof. If the records of §agnewhich shall vest in the county an absolute estate in fee simple
office of register of deeds ithe county where such land is situate¢h such land subjecthowever to recorded restrictions and
showthat such lot or tract of land is encumbered by an unsatisfiedlemptionas provided in this chapteand such deed duly wit
mortgageor mortgages, such notice of application for tax degtkssedand acknowledged shall be presumptwédence of the
shallbeserved upon at least one of the mortgagees in each stejularityof all the proceedings, from the valuation of the lapd
mortgageor upon the last assignee or one of the last assigneethefassessor up to aridcluding the execution of the deed, and
eachsuch mortgage, if the assignment is recorded. may be recorded with the likefett as other conveyances of land.

(2) Suchnotice shall statéhe date of the tax certificate, theNo deed may be issued under this section timgilcounty board,
descriptionof the lands involved, the amount of the delinquendyy resolution, orders issuance of the deed.
andthat such amount wiltear interest and penalty as provided by (2) Thecounty clerk shall not issue a desfcany parcel of land
law, and shall give notice that after the expiration of 3 months framtil by carefully comparing the advertised list of the same for
the date ofservice of such notice the county will apply for a taxedemption with the tax certificate, the clerk shall find that the
deed. A notice of application for a tax deed shall not be seeaed  descriptionof such parcel of land so to be conveyed has been cor
lier than 88 days prior to the earliest date on wiiiehcounty is rectly and fully published, in such advertised list of redemptions;
entitled to a deed. andif upon such examination the county clerk shall find any error

(3) Thenotice of application for tax deed mays®ved by the or omission in any such advertised description the clerk shall enter
countytreasurer or any person acting for the treastreenotice  oppositethe description of said land in the tax certificate a state
shallbe served in the manner that service of a summonsdnra mentof the fact of such error or omission. If the description of said
of record is made, or by certified mail, with return receipt of tHandin the tax certificate is in errothe county board shall cause
addresse®nly demanded. If notice cannot be given by use efich certificate to be canceleds it relates to that parcel, and
eitherof the foregoing methods, the county treasorethe trea  directthe countytreasurer to correct the description thereof, using
surer’'sagent shall make anfafavit setting forth the ébrt to theprocedure under $4.61 and include the parcel in the tax-cer
makeservice, the inability to do so, and shall ftle afidavit with  tificate next issued under $4.57. If the error or omission is in
the county clerk. In such cases the notice shall be published byahly the advertised list of redemptions, the county treasurer shall
countytreasurer as @lass 3 notice, under c®85, in the county correctand readvertise the same for redemption in the next such
The affidavit of the countytreasurer or the treasureagent as to publication and the period of redemption shall be extended
inability to secure service personatlyby certified mail, together therebyan additional year
with proof of publication of theotice, shall be deemed completed (4) Whenevera deed in the chain of title shall contain valid
serviceof the notice of application for tax deed. andenforceable restrictions and covenants running witheiti

(4) Before the tax deed is issued, proof of service, or theshereinafter defined and limited, said restrictions @menants
returnedcertified mail receipt, or proof of publication of the noticeshall survive and be enforceable after the issuance of dead
of application for tax deed shall be filed with théaafr authorized to the same extent that they would be enforceable against a volun
by law to issue the tax deed, and a copy of the proof of servitary grantee of the owner of the title immediately prior to the deliv
returnedcertified mail receipt, or proof of publication with evi ery of the tax deed. This subsection shall apply to the usual-restric
denceof the cost of publication shall be retained by the countijons and covenants limiting the use of propertige type,
treasurer.A person subsequently redeeming a lot or tract of lantharacterand location of building, covenants against nuisances
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andwhat the former parties deemed to be undesirable conditiogsenttaxes and assessments incurred while the dwelliag
in, upon and about the propentpvenants to contribute to the cosbwnedand occupied by the persarho owns and occupies the
of maintaining private roads, and other similar restrictions abdilding at the beginning of the deferrpériod. If the owner
covenantshut this subsection shall not protect covenargating ceaseso occupy the dwelling during the deferral period, the city
any debt or lien against or upon the propediythat willrequire treasureshall take dax deed on the dwelling as soon as practica
the owner to expend mondgr any purpose, except such as maple. A city adopting an ordinance under this section may require
requirethe owner to keep the premises in a sightly condition, catme dwelling owner to submit proof that the owner is eligible for
tribute to the cost of maintaining private roads, or to abate undesirdeferral under this section.
ableconditions. During the period that the county is the owfer History: 1981 c. 3221987 a. 378
landsso acquired it shall not be required to expend any mone . -
keep the prqemises in sanitary or s(i]ghidylditionopr to con%/ribute y7g)'144 Rights of persons claiming adverse posses -
to the cost of maintainingrivate roads or to abate nuisances o#On- (1) TITLES SUBJECTTO CLAIM OF OWNERSHIPBY ADVERSE
undesirableconditions, but its successors in title shall be subjegpSSESSION. Subject to subg2) to (4), titles that are obtained
theretoand to covenants and restrictions as provided in this s&@derthis chapter are subject to claims of ownership by adverse
tion. Any rights the former owner had to enforce the restrictioR©SSession under 893.25
andcovenants to which thisubsection is applicable against the (2) CLAIMS OF OWNERSHIPBY ADVERSE POSSESSIONBARRED.
grantorand other parties owning property subject to seskric () If @ county obtains a survef property complying with par
tions and covenants, excefiorfeitures, right of reentryor (b)and mails notice concerning the property complying with par
revertershall likewise survive to the county as grantee in said té& and if noaction concerning the property is commenced under
deedand to successors and assigns. sub.(3) on or before the date set forth in the notargy claim to

History: 1987 a. 378 ownershipof the property by adverse possession und#9325

An income tax lien is extinguishdry a tax deed under s. 75.14 or by a judgmeris barred.

unders. 75.521. 62 AthyGen. 234. (b) The survey under pdg) shall show all of the following:
75.143 Defer taking of tax deed. (1) In this section: 1. The size and location of the property

(@) “Dwelling” means any building that contains one or 2 2. The exterior boundaries of the property
dwelling units and any land included with that building in the 3. The locations of any visible structures anddhmeensions
sameentry on the tax roll. of any principal buildings on the property

(b) “Dwelling unit” means atructure or that part of a structure 4. Any boundarnfences, apparent easements, roadways and
usedas a home, residence or sleeping place by one person ovisible encroachments on the property
2 or more persons maintaining a common household, to the exclu (c) The treasurer of the county seeking to trartitferto prop
sionof all others. erty under this chapter shall mail the notice under(pgratleast

(2) The council of any city authorized to proceed under & weeks before the date that title to the property will be transferred,
74.87may byordinance direct its treasurer to defer the taking & the last—-known address of eamliner of an interest in other real
tax deeds by the city on dwellings. The ordinance shall designptepertythat has a common boundary witie property The trea
the period of time that the taking of a tax deed shall be deferregrer shall attach a lisbntaining the legal description of the prop
after the one-year period provided by lawhe deferral period ertyto the notice. The notice shall appear in at least 10—point bold
may notexceed 2 years. The deferral shall apply to those-delfacetype or its equivalent and shall read as follows:
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NOTICE REGARDING TRANSFER factis, that the following described piece (or pieces) or parcel (or
OF ADJACENT PROPERY parcels)of land lying and being situated in the county of ...., to wit:
TAKE NOTICE THAT ANY PERSON THA HAS OR (Heredescribe théands) was (or were) included in the tax certifi
CLAIMS TO HAVE A RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN ANY cateissued to the county of .... on .... .... , .... (date), for the nenpay

REAL PROPERY THAT IS DESCRIBED IN THE mentof real propertytaxes, special assessments, speciabelsar
ATTACHED LIST IS HEREBY NOTIFIED THA .... (name of Or special taxes, in the amount of .... dollars and .... centisein
the county) WILL TRANSFER TITLE D THE REALPROR Whole, which sum was the amount assessed and due and unpaid

ERTY DESCRIBED IN THE ATACHED LIST ON.... (date of ©On said tract (or several tracts) of land, and whereas it further
transferof title). appearsas the fact is, that the owner (or owners) or claimant (or

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THA YOU ARE RECEIVING claimants)of said land has (or have) not redeemed from said cer
THIS NOTICE BECAUSE YOU HAE AN INTEREST IN tificatethe lands \_Nhich were included as aforesaid, and said lands
REAL PROPERY THAT BORDERS ON A PIECE OF REAL continueto remain unredeemed,_ whereby_ sald_descrlbads
PROPERTYDESCRIBED IN THE ATACHED LIST. THE havebecome forfeited and the said county is entitted convey
TREASUREROF ... (name of the county) HAS A COPY OF agncethereof:

SURVEY OF ALL REAL PROPERY THAT IS DESCRIBED Now, therefore, know all by these presents that the county
IN THE ATTACHED LIST. THE SUR/EY SHOWS THE SIZE O©f ....,in said state, and the state ofsébnsin, in conformity to
AND LOCATION OF THE REALPROPERY, ITS EXTERIOR law, have given and hereby deve, grant and convey the tract (or
BOUNDARIES, THE LOCATION OF ANY VISIBLE STRUG severalfracts) ofland above described, together with the heredita
TURESON THE PROPERY, THE DIMENSIONS OF ANY Mmentsand appurtenances, to the seodinty of .... and its assigns,
PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS ON THE PROPERY AND ANY to their sole use and benefit forever

BOUNDARY FENCES,APRARENT EASEMENTS, ROADR In testimony whereof, |, ...., the clerk of tbeunty of ...., have
WAYS AND VISIBLE ENCROACHMENTS. YOU MAY executedhis deed pursuant to and in virtue of the authority in me
WISH TO LOOK AT THE SUR/EY TO MAKE SURE THAT  vestedby the statutes of the state ofsabnsin, and for and on
YOU DO NOT CLAIM ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN behalfof said state and the courd.... aforesaid, and have here
THE REAL PROPERY. IF YOU BELIEVE THAT THE SUR unto subscribed my namefafially and afixed the seal of the
VEY SHOWS THA SOME OF THE REAL PROPERY TOBE said ....(name it), at .... in said county of ...., this .... day of ..., ....
TRANSFERRED BELONGS TO YOU, YOU HAVE THE (year)

RIGHT TO ATTEMPT TO PROVE THA THE REAL PROP [L. S]

ERTY BELONGS TO YOU UNDER THE WISCONSIN LA A B.
AND YOU MAY WISH TO CONSUIT AN ATTORNEY. (Here give diicial designation.)

(3) ASSERTINGCLAIM OF OWNERSHIPBY ADVERSE POSSESSION.
(a) Except as provided in péb), any person claiming ownership
by adverse possession unde833.250f property whose title will
be or has been transferred undeis chapter may commence an -+

History: 1975 c. 945.91 (8) 1987 a. 3781997 a. 2501999 a. 32

actionto establish title "_’15 _prowded |n$3'25 . Recitation in a tax deed that a repealed procedure had been followed renders the
(b) Any person claiming ownership by adverse possessidgedvoid. The filing of a void tax deed does not prevent redemption under s. 75.01.
; i hereis no authority for the retroactive amendment of a vaiddeed. Theige v
unders.893.250f propertyfor which a survey has been obtained i Vemon 231 Ws. 2d 731586 N.W2d 15(Ct. App. 1998).
and noticanailed in compliance with suf2) may commence an
actionto establish title as provided in&93.25 butthe actionis 75.17 Transfer of contaminated land to a municipality
barredif not commenced on or before the date of transfer of tit{g) In this section:

thatis set forth in the notice. (a) “Hazardous substancéas the meaning given in292.01
(4) REIMBURSEMENTS UPON ESTABLISHING TITLE BY ADVERSE  (5),
POSSESSION.Any person who establishes title by adverse pesses (py “Municipality” means a cityvillage or town.

sionas provided in $893.25to property whose title would have ;
beenor wastransferred under this chapter shall reimburse th (2) If a county does not take a tax deed for property thatis sub

countyfor the actual costs of any survey of the property obtainéﬂC 110 a tax certificate and that is contaminated thazardous
undersub.(2) and shall reimburse any former title holdersa bstance, within 2 years after the expiration of the redemption

amountof real estate taxes paid by the title holders on the prope([%9 jiodthat is described under#5.14 (Ljand specified in §.4.57

/ ¥ (a) and(b) (intro.), the county shall take a tax deed for such
‘;ﬂ;ﬁ%zﬁa&?;gnghi é’?%r: S;eggyggedgéisogsi?gz of the jJudlg 1 opertyupon receiving a written request to do so from the raunic

o ; ipality in which the property is locatedThe county may then
History: 1985 a. 2471987 a. 378 retainownership of the property df the county does not wish to
retainownership othe propertythe county shall transfer owrer

deedissued by a county containing an incomplete, indefinite SPIP Of the property to the municipalifyfor no consideration,
incorrectreal estate description, and which description follow&ithin 180 days after receiving the written request from the
thatset forth inthe tax certificate upon which such tax deed issué@ﬁn'cpa"&%é 9

may be corrected in an action brought in the circuit court in the"'>°"" 1999a

samemanner as actions for theformation of instruments. Such7s 19 Foreclosure of certificate. A county holding a tax

deedso corrected shall be valid as of the date of the first issugertificate,instead of taking a tax deed, may foreclose the eertifi
History: 1987 a. 378 cateby action as in a case ofrortgage on real estate at any time
after2 years from the date of the certificate, except that when costs
incurredby any city or village for razing, removing and restora
fion of the siteto a dust-free and erosion-free condition are
g b . ! Sncludedin the amount due for taxes, the period of redemption
thereln,apd shall be substantially in the followiagother equiva shallbe one year from the date of the certificate. The county may
lent form: _ in any case involving theight of redemption or interest of any
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: minor or person adjudged mentally incompetent, after a tax deed
Whereas, ...tfreasurer of the county of ...., ldeposited in the hasbeen issued under this chapfereclose the right of redemp
office of the county clerk of the county of .in,the state of \lg-  tion or interest of the minor or person adjudged mentally incompe
consin, a tax certificate of said countyhereby it appears, as thetent. In such an action the minor or person adjudged mentally

Done in presence of

75.145 Correction of description by action. Any tax

75.16 Deed, by whom executed; form.  All deeds of lands
givenunder s75.14shall be executed by the county clerk in th
nameof the state of \lgconsinand of the county as the grantor:
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incompetentmust appear by guardian ad litem, and the general (3) CERTIFICATION OF CANCELLATION TO LOCAL TREASURER.
guardian|f the persorhas one, shall be joined as a party defenlVhenevetthe county treasurer shall cancel a tax certificate which
ant. All the laws and rules of practice relating to the foreclosufasbecome void by virtue of arstatutes of limitation the county
of mortgages, as to the persons necessary and proper to be rradsurershall within 30 days thereafter in writing certiych
parties,pleading.evidence, the judgment of foreclosure and saleancellatiorto the proper town, city or village treasurer who shall
the right of thecountyto be subrogated to the benefits of all lienmakeentry thereofn his or her records. Such cancellation need
uponthe premises necessarily satisfied by the county in ordemtat be so certified itases where the county has settled in full with
save the lien of theertificate,the right of the defendants or anythetown, city or village.

of them to redeem the premises at any time before sale and cos{®) Srav BY INJUNCTION NOT PART OF LIMITATION. Whenthe

and disbursements, including the necessary expenses foriglingof a deed on a tax certificate or certificates or the-com
abstracbf title, shall, so far as they are applicable, prevail in sughencemenbf an action thereon shall be staymseinjunction, the
actions. When costs are allowed to the coutttye costs, exclusive time of the continuance of such injunction shail not be a part of the

of disbursements, shall be discretionary with the court but shigthe hereinabove limited in this section as the lifedéx certifi

not exceed the amount of the certificates at issue in the action, agatk.

the costs when allowed shall be additional lien upon the prep  History: 1975 c. 1981981 c. 39G.252 1983 a. 1891987 a. 378

erty described in the certificates. The defendant, imegll cases

within the time limited by law for answering the complaint,-exe/5.22 Validity; immaterial errors.  If after the issuance af
cute and deliverto the county a quitclaim deed of the landéax certificate or conveyance tie county of any lands subject to
describedn the complaintconveying all the right, title and inter ataxcertificate and within the time hereinafter prescribed it shall
estof the defendant at the time of the commencement of the dugtdiscovered that the certificate was invalid, the county board
or may within such time, either after having delivered the deed shall make an ordebriefly stating the reason therefdirecting
without delivery answer disclaiming any title to the landgjires  thatthe certificate, as it applies to thefedted lands, or deed be
tion at the time of the commencement of the suit, in eitheshadh  canceled. But no certificateor conveyance shall be deemed
cases the county shall not recover costs againstefapdantvho  invalid within the meaning of this section by reason of ristake
quitclaimsor who shall establish the disclaimer at the trial. Ther irregularity in anyof the tax proceedings notfedting the
salein such actions shall be conducted, certificates nzamte groundworkof the tax; nor shall any county be liable to pay or
filed, the report made and confirmed and a deed executed a@mflindany moneys by reason of any such mistake or irregularity
deliveredin the same manner and with S@me déct as in actions ~ History: 1987 a. 378

for foreclosure of mortgages. o
History: 1977 c. 83174 203 272 1981 c. 3221987 a. 3781989 a. 347 75.23 Canceled deeds, certificates of county clerk.

Whenevetthe county boardhall order the cancellation of any tax
75.195 Extended time for beginning tax foreclosure.  deed,the county clerk shall furnish to the owner of the lands
(1) In this section: describedn such deed, upon requéserefor a certificate in writ
(@) “Dwelling’ means any building that contains one or 319, executed under thederk’s hand and ditial seal, stating the
dwelling units and any land ‘included with that building in théact of such cancellation, the date thereof, description of the
sameentry on the tax roll. landsas to which such deed is canceled, the date of such deed, the

(b) “Dwelling unit’ means astructure or that part of a structur dateof the issuance of the tax certificaggon which such deed is

usedas a home, residence or sleeping place by one person o %?Zg%’:gégeiﬁﬁzogggro?ﬁz Crzgfs?g?tgndeigghoﬁggfr?tt: may

2 or more persons maintaining a common household, to the ex - .
P 9 ’ w%erethe lands therein described are located, and seaird

sionof all others. shallbe prima facie evidence of the facts therein statetof the

(2) The council of any city authorized to proceed under g, e|jationof the tax deed thereimentioned as to the lands
74.87may by ordinance direct its treasuredéger the foreclosure thereindescribed

of tax certificates held by the city on dwellings. Tdvdinance = v 19572 378
shalldesignate the period of time that the foreclosure ofeatifi-
cates shall be deferred after the period provided by Tae defer 7524 Limitation, claims under illegal deed or certifi -
ral period may noexceed 2 years. The deferral shall apply teate. Every action brought or claim presented against any county
thosedelinquent taxes and assessments incurtelé the dwel  for the recovery oéiny sum of money on account of any defective
ing was owned and occupied by the person who owns and ocgivoid tax certificate or tax deed made or issbgdany such
piesthe building at the beginning of the deferral period. If theountyshall be commenced or presented dutfiegife of such tax
owner ceases to occupy the dwelling during the deferral periaskrtificateson which such deed wissued in accordance with the
thecity treasurer shall foreclose the tax certificate on the dwellifighitations as provided in $75.2Q and whenevean action relat
assoon as practicable. A cigdopting an ordinance under thising to the validity of a tax certificate or tax desfhll have been
sectionmay require the dwelling owner to submit proof that theommencedwithin the time above limited aral final judgment
owneris eligible for a deferral under this section. shallnot be rendered in such action until after the expiratidheof
History: 1981 c. 3221987 a. 378 time so limited, in such case an action may be commenced or
claim presented on account of such certificate or deed within one
yearafter final judgment declaring the same void.
History: 1987 a. 378

75.20 Limitations on certificates and issue of deeds;
life of tax certificate liens. (1) TAX CERTIFICATES;WHEN VOID.
Tax certificates shall be void aftel years followingDecember
31 of the year in which such certificates were dated. 75.25 Lien of reassessed tax. (1) If the county board, on

(2) CouNTY TREASURERTO CANCEL ALL OUTLAWED TAXES. No  making an order directing the refunding of moneyacnountof
deedshall be issued or action commencecdhay tax certificate the invalidity of anytax certificate or tax deed, shall be satisfied
whatever after it shall have become void by virtu¢hefstatute thatthe lands described guch certificate or deed were justly-tax
of limitations provided in this section. The interest in the land regblefor such tax or some portion thereof, it shall fix the amount
resented by such certificate shall terminate upon the last date upiosuch tax justly chgeable thereon on each parcel thereof, and
which a deed could have been issued thereon, or an action calitdct the same to be assessed in the aszessment of county
havebeen commenced thereomd summons and complaint wagaxes, with interest thereon at the same rate that would have
servedand filed prior to such dat&'he county treasurer shall ean appliedhad the tax been collectbéfore the tax certificate was
cel all tax certificates which havugecome void by limitation and issued,or theland been redeemed from the time when such tax
shallmake an entrin the treasurés record of unredeemed prop wasdue and payable to the end of the tax levy year in which such
erty subject to a tax certificate evidencing such cancellation. taxwill be placed on the tax roll as a reassessment; armbtimgy
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clerk, in the clerks next apportionment of county taxes, shalf5.28 Application ofall limitations. (1) The limitation for
chargethe same as a special tax to the town, city or village liminging actions under §5.27or any other limitation in favor of
which such lands are situated, specifying the particular tract afax deed or a tax certificate, except in cafsactual possession
land upon which the same are to be assessed and the amémumidedon a tax deed or astherwise provided in this section,
chargeableo each parcel and the year when the original tax wdeesnot apply in the following cases:

assessednd certify thesame to the clerk of the proper town, city (a) If the taxes for the nonpayment of which the land was

or village; and the clerk receiving such certificate shall enter thesludedin atax certificate and the tax deed executed were paid
sameon the tax roll accordinglyThe lien of any tax reassessegrior to the inclusion of the land in the tax certificate.

asprovided in this section shall attach to the land as of the date, ;

when such tax as originally levied becamigea and shall con (b) If the land was redeemed as proylded by law
tinueand constitute the lien of any tax certificate issued upon such(€) !f the land was exempt from taxation.

landsfor such reassessed tax. Such lien shall be superior to théd) If a single tax deed only has been issued and the original
lien of any tax certificate issued upon such land dated after the daerhas, before the issuance of the tax deed,ghdtiaixes levied

of the lien of such reassessed tax but prior to the date of the+tax agginst the land for the 3 years after the year for which the land was
tificate issued upon such land for such reassessed tax. returneddelinquent and sold.

(2) Whenevetthe county board cancels a defective or void tax (2) (a) The tax deed grantee or the assigns of the tax deed
certificateor tax deed and such lands cannot be justly taxed for gf@nteemay at any time after the tax deed is issued and recorded,
itemin question, the county cleghall chage the respective town, servea notice on the owner of record of the original title, stating
city or village wherein such lands are situated in the clexikt thathe, she or they hold a tax deed on the larieobriginal owner
apportionmenbf county taxes with the amount of the refund, i&ndgiving a description of the land so deeded and a reference to
any, occasioned by thavalidity of such tax certificate or tax the volume and page where the tax deed is recorded. The notice
deed. That chage shallbe in the amount of the tax without inter shall be served in theame manner as a summons in a court of
est. recordor by registered mail, addresseedthe owner of record.

History: 1987 a. 378 Proofof service of the notice shall be filed in théaaf of theclerk
o . o of the county in which the lands are situated.
75.26 Limitation. (1) (a) No action may be maintained by () |f the post-dice address ahe owner of record of the ofig
the grantee or anyone claiming under the grantee to recover Q4 title is unknown, the tax deed grantee, or the assigns of the tax
possessiolf any land or anjnterest in land which has been €0Ndeedgrantee,may file in the dice of the county clerk of the
veyedby deed for the nonpayment of taxes unless one of the fgbuntyin which thelands are situated arfigfwvit that he, she or

lowing conditions is met: o they are unable, with due diligence, to malersonal service of
1. The action is brought within 3 years next after the date @ notice or to ascertain the postfioé address of théormer
the execution of the deed. owner. Upon filing theaffidavit, the tax deed grantee, or the

2. The land demanded ishen conveyed, vacant and unoccuassignf the tax deed grantee, may publish the notice as a class
pied and remains so, unless the action is brought within 3 ye&rsotice, under c985, in the county where the land described in
nextafter the date of the recording of the deed. the tax deed is located. Prawfpublication of the notice shall be

3. The grantee or those claiming under the grantee have bB&d in the ofice of the county clerk.
in actual, notonstructive, possession of the land demanded for (3) (a) If the noticedescribedn sub.(2) is served and filed,
3 successive years during the 5 years next after the recardingr if the notice is published and proof of publication is filed, 30
the deed. daysor more before the expiration of 3 years from the date of

(b) Notwithstanding pata), if the former owner takes posses recording.the.tax deed, the Iimitatior) providgd b375.2_7applies.
sionof any land conveyed by deed for the nonpayment of taxedfahe notice is not so served and filed, or if the notice is not pub
anytime within the3 months after the expiration of 3 years fronfishedand proof of publication is not filed, the limitation under s.
the date of the execution of the deed, the grantee in the tax dée27is extended until the expiration of 30 days after the day on
or those claiming under the grantee may bring and maintain \&Rich the notice is served and filed published and proof filed.
actionto recover possession of the land at any time within the 3(b) In any action brought by the original owner to set aside a
monthsafter the expiration of 3 years from the date of the exediax deed after the service or publication and filing of the notice
tion of the deed. describedn sub.(2), the original ownelin casethe original owner

(2) Tax peebvoipep. If the original owneror anyone claim  prevails,shall as a condition of relief pay the tax deed claimant
ing under the original owngof lands that have been conveyed hihe sum of $5 for each description and the costs of serving er pub
deedfor the nonpaymeruf taxes, pays the taxes assessed agailighing the notice, in addition to all other costs and ghanow
thelands continuously for the 5 years after the execution of the Rievidedfor by law The provisions of law regulating costs and
deed, without actual notice of the existence of the tax deed, theahsrgedor the service of a summons in a court of record apply to
deedis void. andgovern the amount that may be dwat for the service qub

History: 1991 a. 3161997 a. 253 lication of the notice.

History: 1987 a. 3781991 a. 3161997 a. 253

75.27 Limitation on former owner . No action shall be
maintainecby the former owner or any person claiming under théb.285 Action; condition precedent. ~ No action orpro-
former owner to recover the possession of any land or any interegedingshall be maintained by the former owner or any person
thereinwhich shall have been conveyed by deed for the nenpa&jaimingunder the former owngbased upon the invalidity of any
mentof taxes or to avoid such deed against any person claiminy certificate or tax deed due to the failure of the county treasurer
undersuch deed unless such action shall be brought withéa to give notice under s/4.59 unless there is deposited with the
nextafter the recording of such deed. Whenever any such actiterk of circuit court, at the time the action is commenced under
shall be commenced upon any tax deed heretofore or herea$te801.02 an amount of money equal to either the full amount of
issuedafter the expiration of 3 years from the date of the recordia§ delinquent taxes currently outstanding against the pafcel
of such deed, such deed, if executed substantiatheiform pre  propertywhich is the subject of the action, plus interest and pen
scribedby law for the execution of tax deeds, shall be conclusigdty under s74.47, or if the county has taken a tax deed, the full
evidenceof the existence and legality of all proceedings from araimountpayable under 5.36 (3) (a)and(b). The deposited
including the assessment of the property for taxatiprto and fundsshall be held byhe clerk of circuit court and paid out as
including the execution of such deed. directedby the judgment in the action or proceeding.

History: 1991 a. 316 History: 1981 c. 3901987 a. 378
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75.29 Actions of ejectment, when barred. (1) Subject to (c) Any conveyance by land contract or deed or satisfaction of
sub.(2), no action to quiet title, to remove a cloud on title; to- camortgageshall be executed by the county clerk under the derk’
cel, to annul or to set aside any tax deed; of ejectmetrggiass, handand the seal of the county
of Waste or for other injury to land shall l.)e brought as to |and5. pur (d) The county board may delegate its power to manage and
portingto be conveyed by a tax deed voidtsrface after the expi  se|ltax—deeded lands to a committee constitatestich person
rationof 3 years from the time of the recording of the deed. neland in such manner and compensated at such rate as the county

(2) Thelimitation period under sulfl) does not applynless boardmay by ordinance determine, provided that the compensa
eachof the following occurs: tion and mileage of county boandembers serving on such com

(a) The original owner or those claiming under the originahitteeshall be limited and restricted as provided i6%13(2),
ownerhave failed to pay or redeem alltbe taxes levied on the or the county board may delegate the power of acquisition; man
landsfrom the time of the levy of the tax ftlie nonpayment of agemenand sale of tax—deeded lands or any part of such power
which the tax deed was issued to the time of the recording of tieesuch oficer and departmentsf the county as the county board
tax deed. may by ordinance determine. Such ordinance shall prescribe the

(b) The grantee in the tax deed or those claiming under fplicy to be followed in the acquisition, management saleof
granteein the tax deed have paid or redeemed all of the taxes [Ex—deededand and shall prescribe generally the powers and
ied on the lands for the 3 years after the recording of the tax dedigfiesof such committee, 6€ers, departments, employessd

History: 1991 a. 3161997 a. 253 agents. The county board is authorized to engage licensed real
estatebrokers and salespersons to assist in selling suchaads
75.30 Action by original owner if deed is void, when pay a commission for such service and to advertise such sale in

barred. No action may be brought by the original owner for theuchmanner as it deems propérhe county board may appropri
recoveryof lands purporting to be conveyed for the nonpaymeatesuch sums of money as may be necessary to carry out the provi
of taxes by a deed void on its face after the expiration of 5 yeaisnsof this section.

from the date ofhe recording of the tax deed, if the grantee in the (e) Any county actingeither by its board or by delegated
tax deed has taken actual possession of the land within 2 yegihority as provided in this section may sell and convey tax—
afterthe recording of the tax deed and has actually and centiRiéededands tathe former owner or owners thereof and such con
ously maintained possession of the lands to theaftide 5-year yeyanceshall not operate to revive any tax certificate lien or any
periodfrom the recording of the deed. otherlien whatsoever which was cuf @id rendered void by the
History: 1997 a. 253 tax deed, foreclosure of tax certificate, deed in bétiax deed,
actionin rem under s75.521or other means byhich the county
acquiredtitle to such land, nor shall it revive the lien of any tax
rtificate or tax dated subsequently to the date on which the
untyacquired its title. The enactment iistatute law of the pro
visionsof this paragraph shall not be deemed an expressionof leg
islative intent that the prior common laef this state was other

75.32 Taxation and sale of lands held by counties. Real wisethan as .herem provided. ) ) )
propertyupon which the county holds a tax certificate shaltcon (f) If specialassessments, as defined i#%36 (1) levied on

tinue liable to taxation, but when a tax deed shall be issued to th&tax-deeded land have not been settled in full undet.89or
county such property shall thereafter be exempt from taxatiéherwisepaid to the taxing jurisdiction th#vied the special
until the same is sold by t®unty The county clerk shall anau @ssessmentthe taxing jurisdiction may purchase tag—deeded
ally, before February 1, furnish to the assessors of each town al@8fl by notifying the county of its intent to do so at any time within
of the lands in such town exempt under this section. NothingQReyear after the period of redemption has expired but prior to the
this section shall be so construed as to apply to lands owneddgjeupon which the tax-deeded land is sold to another person by

75.31 “Possession” defined. What shall constitute pos
sessiorof lands within the meaning of s&5.26t0 75.30and the
extent of such possession shall be governed by the rules pgg
scribedfor determining an adverse possessiom Ipgrson claim
ing title founded upon a written instrument.

minorsor persons adjudged mentally incompetent. thé county The amount for which the tax—deeded land may be
History: 1977 c. 2%.1647 (6) 1977 c. 83203 1987 a. 378 purchasedshall be the sum of the following:

) 1. All expenses incurred by the county to obtain marketable

75.35 Sale of tax-deeded lands; purchase of adjacent title to the propertyexcept that the time of county employees and

lands. (1) DerFiNmioN. In this section “tax-deeded lands” officers may not be included in those expenses. The county may
meanslands which have been acquired by a couhtpugh establisha reasonable estimate of the average cost to obtain mar

enforcemen®f the collection of delinquent taxes by td&ed, etabletitle to property which it may use instead of determining
foreclosureof tax certificate, deed in lieu of tax deed, action in reffie actual costs for any parcel sold by the caunty

unders. 75.5210r other means. 2. All amounts ofunpaid general property taxes, special
(2) POWEROFCOUNTY TO SELL TAX-DEEDEDLANDS. (a) EXCept assessmentspecial chages and special taxes levied against the
as provided in s5.69 any county shall have the power to sell angopertysold, including interest and penalties imposed usder
ggrt‘r‘]’gyétosuﬁ;_ggggde?nlg;‘dbsg/'r(‘) rSdLijrfgnncqgn(?rerremsomlu ;:gr‘r:ﬁrr]rgs 74.47previously paid to taxing jurisdictions by the county
including without restriction because of enumeration, sale by land 3. Any wnhdr_awal ta_x due under7.84 (3) (‘_’)
contract,or by quitclaim or warranty deed with mortgage from 4 Any unpaid speciaassessments or special des that
vendeeto secure any unpaid balance of the purchase price. SH@f€ not levied by the taxing jurisdiction purchasing the tax-
mortgagemay be foreclosed in theame manner as any othedeededand. The county shall pay any amounts receiveder
mortgage. The title to landsconveyed by land contract shalithis subdivision to the taxing jurisdiction which levied the special
remainin the county until fully paid for and in the eventeffault assessmertr special chae.
in suchpayment the county may foreclose the land contract with (3) PREFERENCETO FORMER OWNER TO REPURCHASE. The
costsand reasonable attorney fees. When $arnth contract runs countyboard mayat its option, by ordinance provide that in the
to a person or private corporatighe lands therein conveyed shalsaleof tax—deeded lands, the former owner who losbhleer title
be placed on the taroll and be subject to taxation the same a@broughdelinquent tax collection enforcement procedure, or his
though absolute titlethereto was vested in the purchaser under her heirs, may be given such preference in the right to purchase
suchland contract. Such purchaser shall be liable to pay all taseshlands as such ordinance shall provide. Such ordinance may
againstsuch land and in the eventfaflure to make such paymentprovidethat such sale be exempt from amall provisions of s.
the county may pay the same and add the sum so paid to TBe69if the net proceeds from the sale to tbemer owner as
amountdue on the land contract. determinedunder s75.36 (3)will be suficient to pay all special
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assessmentnd special chges towhich the property is subject, (a) Five hundred dollars plus 5086 the amount obtained by
including interest imposed under7e..47, orif the county settles subtracting$500 from the proceeds identified in s(®). (c).

in full with the taxing jurisdiction for special assessments, as (b) The actual costs of the sale as specified unde(3)ta)
definedin s.75.36 (1) to which the property is subject. Such erdip|ys 29 of the sale price plus all amounts disbursed unde¢3jub.
nanceshall not apply to tax-deeded lands which h&een (b) and plus the amount of property taxes that would have been
improvedfor or dedicated to a public use by the county subsgwedon the property for the year during which the sale occurs if
quentto its acquisition thereof. the county had not acquired the property

(4) PURCHASE OF ADJACENT LANDS. A county may purchase  (3) DiSTRIBUTION OF PROCEEDDFSALE. If a county sells prop
lands adjacent to tax-deeded lands in cases where the cousfy that was acquired by taking of a tax deed under this chapter
boarddetermines that SUC_h purchase will improve the sa_lablllty e county treasurer shall do all of the following:
suchtax-deeded lands wrill create access to streets or highways (a) Determine the net proceeds from the sale of the property
for lands lacking such access. by subtracting from the sale price all of the following:

(7) LiaBILITY PRECLUDED. Absent fraud, no county is liable for =1 " pe following costs, including personnel costs associated
actsor omissions associated with the sale of property under thjg them: foreclosure costs, record-keeping costs, legal costs
section. i o : ; '

vertisin nd title insuran A nty establish
History. 1987 2. 27378 1989 a. 1071983 a. 1671995 a. 201 F fesonable estmate of the average caser this subduiSion
Cross—reference: See s59.52 (6)for power of county to direct countyerkto  * " g -
sell or contract for sale and conveyarddand owned by countwhether acquired incurredwith respect to property sold after the taking of a tax deed

by Atax dg‘ed or oth%rwiseb (@ allowed e foreclosed which it may use instead of determining the actual costs for any
N ordinance unaer sun. allowed a mongagor to reacquire toreclosed prop

free of themortgage lien. Bank of CommerceWaukesha Count$9 Ws. 2d 715 Hﬁ/rcelsold by the Cc.)unty . .

279N.W.2d 237(1979). 1m. The following actual costs, including personnel costs

associatedvith them: maintenanceosts that are required for
75.36 County acquisiton and sale of  property. compliancewith building codes or health orders, board—up costs,
(1) DeriniTiON.  In this section,’special assessments” meanglean—upcosts, demoalition costs and all other costs that are rea
unpaidinstalments of specialssessments which were levied ogsonableand necessary &ell the property except costs under subd.
real property prior to the date that the county acquiredrelaé 2.
property by taking of a tax deed under this chaptégpecial 2. The amount of real estate agent or broker fees paid for sel
assessmentsincludes amounts delinquent when the properfjhg the property
becamesubject to a tax certificate, instalments which became 3. All amounts ofunpaid general property taxes, special

delinquentduring thetime the property is subject to a tax cerif assessmentspecial chages and special taxes levied against the

e e ooy et 1 Cate e coul ke froperyod.ncluding neret and ponaltes mposed Uader
; h ) 4 74.47 previously paid to taxing jurisdictions by the county
include unpaidamounts of special assessments deferred under s,
66.0715(2), unless the taxingurisdiction has acted under s. _(b) From the net proceeds of the salléhe propertyas deter
66.0715(2) (b) mined under par(a), first pay any withdrawal tax due under s.

NOTE: The cross-refeence to s. 66.0715 (2) (b) was changed pursuant to 77-84(3) (b) and_ then pay to ta)_(ing juriSdiCtionS_ all Sp??’mess
1999Wis. Act 150 section672, which incorrectly indicated that s. 66.605 (3) was mentsand special chges to which the property is subjeatlud
to be changed tﬁ,ﬁg-0715 (2) (c). Thegpriously existing coss-refeence Waﬁ o jng interest and any penalties imposed und@#si7. If the net
> 56.605 (2), which wasanumbered (os. 66.0715 (2) (b) by Act 150, as shown o ceedsare not sdicient to payall outstanding amounts due, the
. gislation is pending. . AT
net proceeds shalbe prorated to each taxing jurisdiction based

(2) AcCQUISITION OF PROPERTYBY COUNTY, EFFECTON LIABILI - - :
TiEs. (a) If property is acquired by a county taking a tax deéﬁ)onthe ratio that the amount of all special assessments and spe

underthis chapterthe county is not required to pay any speci&i@| chages due that taxing jurisdiction bears to the amouall of
chargesor special assessments until the property is sold by gREcialassessments and special gearlevied against tgrop
county. In the case of lands designated as forest croplands er sold, includinginterest and any penalties imposed under s.
aged forest lands, the county is not required to pay any taxes urdef - .Amounts payable under this paragrapll be paid to the
s.77.04 77.070r 77.87until the forest crop is cut. The lieps @Xingjurisdiction within 15 days after the last day of thenth
thetax certificate and of all general property taxes, special assd2VNich sale proceeds become available to the county
ments,special chajesand special taxes levied against the prop (¢) Distribute any remaining net proceeds that are subject to
erty shall mege in the countg title. sub.(4).

(b) If the county did not settle for unpaid special assessments(4) HoMESTEAD PROCEEDS. If the former owner had used the
or special chares under 4.29 the county treasurer shall notify Propertysold as the former owrierhomestead at any time during
all taxing jurisdictions that the county hasquired the property the5 years preceding the courstgicquisition of itinder this chap
underthis chapter Each taxing jurisdiction shall certify to theter, the county shall distribute the remaindettw sale proceeds

county treasurer the unpaid special assessments and spe@i#pat former owner

chargego which the property is subject History: 1987 a. 378&s.120, 122 1989 a. 1041997 a. 72224; 1999 a. 15G.
: 672

(c) If the countys title to the lands taken by tax deed is
adjudgedo be void, the county shall reinstate any canceled taxps.365 Agreements as to delinquent taxes. (1) Coun-
andany liens previously mged under paga). TIESMAY ENTER. Written agreements may be enteteth and be

(2m) NorTice;PRoOCEEDS. Upon acquisition of a tax deed undeoperativebetween @ounty and any town, cityillage, metropoti
this chapter if sub(4) applies, the county treasurer shall notify théan sewerage district or area, drainatjgtrict, or any other terri
formerowner by registered mail or certified mail sent to the fortory, area or district for the benefit of which any taxes may be lev
merowners mailing address on the thill, that the former owner ied, therein, upon prior authorizati@nd approval thereof by the
may be entitledo a share of the proceeds of a future sale. If tigoverning bodies theregfyovidingfor the disposition of liab#i
formerowner does not request, in writing, payment within 60 dayigs of the county to such municipality upon or arising out of the
afterreceipt ofthat notice, the former owner forfeits all claim tareturnto said county of delinquent taxes; the disposition oféax
thoseproceeds.If the former owner timely requests payment, theficatesof which the county may be the holderowner; the lia
countyshall send to the former owner the proceeds identified lilities of the county arising by virtue of its acquiring such tax cer
sub. (3) (c) minus any delinquent taxes, interest and penaltiéfcates,andthe disposition of such liabilities; the taking of tax
owedby the former owner to the county in regaather property deedsby the county; the liabilities of the county arising out of the
andminus the greater of the following amounts: taking of such tax deeds and the disposition of such liabilities; the
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saleof the lands upon which such tax deeds afalsen, or both; unpaidmay be fined not more than $500 or imprisoned not more
andthe determination and dispositionafy and all liabilities of than90 days or both.
the county in respect to any of the foregoing. History: 1987 a. 378

(2) LIABILITY OF COUNTY LIMITED. Such agreements may

include provisions that the county upon acting pursuant to su ? -
agreemenand the provisions thereshall not be accountable or©&t€: A county may enter ameal property for which a tax cerifi

liable for any amount greater than that realized by it upon the sSfF€Nas been issued under8.57 or may authorize another per
of said lands to which it takes tareed thereunder or the amountSONC enter the real propertio determine the nature and extent
setforth in said agreement, and that in acting pursuant to SLFH enwrpnmental poIIutlon,.as defined in289.01 (4)
agreementhe county shall not incur @ subjected to any liabil | HSOY: 1993 4531995 a. 2271999 a. 156,28 Stats. 1999 5. 75.377.

ity to anyone except as therein set fo_rth and that if _such COURY 39 Action to bar former owner . A county as thegrantee
shouldby reason of acting thereunder incur or be subjected to Eg&f'nedin any deed made by a county cleskjich conveys lands
other or different liability to pay or account in respect to SUCQpiectio a tax certificate which hamt been redeemed may
delinquentaxes, then sudocal municipality will reimburse the 4ny'time within 3 years after tidate of such conveyance, com
county for such excess liability and indemnify it against any log$encean action againghe person or persons owning the lands
or damage that the county may sustain by reason of guiiRg escribedn such conveyance at the time the lands were included
suantto such agreement; provided, that the, dityn orvillage i, the tax certificate upon which such conveyance was made, or
enteringinto such agreement may make payment, settlementpy, harcel thereof or interest therein, or against any person-or per
compromiseof special assessment bonds to preclude or relieve ¥fsclaiming under such owner or owners, for the purpose ef bar
countyfrom being subjected to liability thereon. ring such former owner or owners and those claiming under them
(3) SALE UNDER AGREEMENT. In the event of such agreemenbf all right, title, interest or claim in such lands.
the county may sell any of the land to which it takees deed pur History: 1987 a. 378
suant thereto, and that the title conveyed by the county upon such
saleshall be in fee simple and free and clear from all tax liens @.40 Action, where and how brought. ~ Such action must
claimsarising out of delinquent special assessments, delinquéatbrought in the circuit court of the county in which the lands or
generaltaxes, orboth, except delinquent special assessmenggmeparcel ofthem, the title of which is sought to be barred by
delinquentor unpaid generaaxes, or both, returned to the countpuchaction, are situated. The counag plaintif in such action,
aftersuch sale by the countysuch agreememtay provide that may include in its complaint all the lands describeduch con
the county maysell any land, to which it has taken tax deed thergeyance,or any separate parcel, or as many separate parcels
under,at private or public sale. The county or the louahicipal  thereofas it sees fit. The county shall make defendants of all per
ity in which the land is situated may purchase sati when sold Sonswho were the former owners of the several parcels of land
by the county pursuant to such agreement. includedin the complaint or those claiming under them or claim

(4) AppLicABILITY. This section shalbe controlling and NG @ny interest therein.
operativein respect to delinquetiixes authorized by the proper History: 1987a.378
governing body to be imposed against lands, whether heret0f9
or hereafter returned delinquent, and the provisions hereof s
be applicable to such taxes, excépt it does not repeal any of
the provisions of the general statutes ndeetf the applicability
thereofto situations not covered herein.

History: 1987 a. 378

&R-377 Inspection of property subject to tax certifi -

41 Complaint. The complaint in such action shall contain:
escription of all the lands the title to which is sought to be barred
by such action; a statement that the county claitlesto such
landsunder a deed made by the county clerk andpy of such
deed;the name or names of the former owmeowners of the sev
eraltracts of land described therein or the names of the persons
claiming under such owner or owners, specifying gersons
claimingeach separate parcel thereof; and the amount of all delin
8uenttaxes at the time the deed was issued.

History: 1987 a. 378

75.37 Waste on land subjectto a tax certificate. (1) It

shallbe unlawful for any person or corporation to cut, desbroy
removeany logs, wood or timber or any buildings, fixtures an
other improvementsassessed as real property from any land

includedin a taxcertificate for the nonpayment of taxes whilezs 42 pefense, answer. (1) The defendants in such action
suchtaxes remain unpaid; and if any person shall cut, destroyRay answer severallyor such of them as are jointly interested in
removethe same from such lands during the time aforesaid thgy separate parcel or parcels of land described in the complaint
county treasurer of the county in which sukeimds are situated may answer jointlyeither to the whole complaint or to any sepa
shall issue a warrant under the treaslgdrand and seal to theratecause of action stated therein, that the adtiereon was not
sheriff, giving therein a description of such lands, the amount gbmmencedwithin the time limited by s75.39 that the lands
such taxes, with interest and clgas thereon then remainingdescribedn such complaint or some pantparts thereof to which
unpaidand the years for which the saare unpaid, commanding the defendantr defendants so answering claim title or some-inter
suchsherif forthwith to seize such logs, wood, timpbuildings,  esttherein were not liable to taxation at the time tépefor the
fixtures and improvements, or materials salvaged therefromionpaymenbf which the landvas included in a tax certificate and
whereverthe same may be found and to sell the same offia su¢onveyedas specified in the complaint was levied; or that the tax
cientamount thereof to satisfy such taxes, with the intexedt for the nonpayment of which said lands purport to have been
chargeshereon and the costs of such seizure and sale. includedin a tax certificate was in fact paid before the land was
(2) The sherif shall receivesuch warrant and execute thancludedin the certificate; or that the land was redeemegras
sameas therein directed, as in case of levy and sale on executiaded by law; or that the deed, a copy of which is set forthén
and make return thereof with his or her doings thereothéo complaint,was never executed by thdioér whosename is sub
countytreasurer within 60 days after the receipthaf same and scribedthereto;or that the lands described in the complaint or

pay over all money collected thereon to such treasurer some part thereof were improved, occupied or cultivated as
History: 1987 a. 378 describedn s.75.12(1), and that no notice was served upon the
defendanbor owner or occupanas required by §5.12 and no
75.375 Waste on lands subject to a tax certificate; pen - otherdefense to such action shall be set up by any defendant or

alty. Any person who shall wilfullymaliciously orwantonly defendantsinless the defendant or defendants settnthe same
injure, destroy or commit waste upon any lands, tenements,sbrall, at the time of filing the answedleposit with the clerk of the
anythingappertaining thereto which has been included in a tagurt in which such action is pending, for the use of the county as
certificatefor the nonpayment of taxes whaech taxes remain plaintiff in such action, the amount of aklinquent taxes, plus
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interestand penaltydue on the parcel or parcels of land as tocourtshall otherwise direct or unless a party to an isédact in

which they defend, at the time the deed was issued, together veitty suchaction shall demand a trial by juip which case such
interest thereon at the rate of 8% per year from the date of theitmuesshall be tried by juras other issues of fact; and on the trial
certificateupon which such deed was issued; and shall state in tieevery such action every defendant shall be deemed to have a
answerthe fact that sucteposit has been made, and the amourgdeemablénterest in all the lands described in the costgh
thereof,and that such defendant is ready to pay such portion of giaintin respect to whiclny relief or judgment is sought against
costs and disbursements in the action as shall be adjudged jussactidefendant, unless it be otherwise alleged therein.
reasonablein case theounty shall elect to receive such deposit History: 1987 a. 378

andrelease to said defendant or defendants the parparoels i i )

of land on account of which such deposit is made; andefgnd  /5-47 Separate trials. The trial of any issuef fact or of law
antor defendants making the deposit arféréforesaid maget I such action joined witany defendant or defendants claiming

up in their answer any other mattef defense which will avoid title to and defending as tmy separate parcel or parcels of land
suchdeed; but n@nswer merely alleging the defendaritle, or Shallbe had separatesnd a separate judgment may be rendered
denyingthe countys title to the lands describédsuch complaint, ONsuch issue.

or any part or parcel thereof, or which merely alleges that the de]%d
to the county is void shall be a cient answer; but every answer’ >
shall state specifically the grounds on which the defendant
defendantsely for avoiding the deed of the county

48 Effect of judgment. If a judgment shall be rendered
jtherfor want of an answer or upon the trial of an issue of law or
act in favor of the county and agairtbte defendants claiming

; - . - suchlands or against a defendant or defendants claiming any sepa

(2) Thedefendantmay in all cases within the time limited by i o\ col or parcels thereof, such judgment shall forever bar such

law for answering the complaint, execute and deligehe county yofonqantand all others claiming under them, after the filing of
aquitclaimdeed of the lands described in the complaint, CONVeY || “iceof the pendency of such action as provided by faym
ing all the right, title and interest of such defendant at the timeéaﬂi P Y P y

> e . . ght, title or interest in said lands or in such separate parcel or
the commencement of the suit; oray within such time, either parcelsthereof
afterhaving delivered such deed or without such deljvamgwer History: 1987 a 378
disclaimingany title to the land in question at the time of the-com ’ ’
mencemendf the suitjn either of which cases the county shall nor5.49 Judgment for defendant. If in any such action judg
recovercosts personally against any swtdfendant who quit mentbe rendered ifiavor of any defendant claiming any parcel
claimsas aforesaid or who shall establilch disclaimer upon or parcelsof said lands or interest therein, such judgment shall
thetrial of such action. In no case shall costs be tasesipersonal adjudgethat there be released to such defendant altdbety’s
claim against any defendant for attorney fees in excess of $2%ight, title or claim, at the time of the commencement of the action,
History: 1979 c. 10s.60 (13) 1987 a. 378 by virtue of any deed mader the nonpayment of taxes to the land
75.43 Election to receive d it ¢ Th nt or interest as to which such judgment is rendered, and that the
' ection 10 receive deposit, Costs. € county gefendantecover the defendasttosts and disbursements in the

may, at any time within 20 days after receiving an answer Show'agtion;and the moneyif any; deposited by such defendant upon

thata deposit has been made by any defendant or defendan ; Py
providedin s.75.42 give notice to sucbefendant or defendantstﬁlri%\é?r;ﬂ?hhggggsipﬁl':g;ﬂg?%?zg}dozsgﬁg ggs;st,yand the sur

thatit elects to receive such deposit and thadlif at a time speei ™\ jigio - 1987 o 378

fied in such notice, apply to the cleok the circuit court, circuit

judgeor a court commissioner to adjust the costs and disburgg.50 Unknown owners. If the county as plaintifin such
mentswhich said defendant or defendaatght to payand that actioncannot ascertain who are the proper persmngake defen
uponthe payment of the costs and disbursements so adjudgeddetsas to anytract or parcel of land described in the complaint,
countywill release to such defendant or defendants all right, tittemay allege the fact in the complaint and they may be proceeded
and claim which it has to the parcel or parcels of land on accodghinstas nonresident defendants and shall be described in the
of which such deposit is made by virtue of any deed made for i@ ceedingsis unknown owners.

nonpaymenbf taxes; and unless such costs are paid within 2QHistory: 1987 a. 378

daysafterthe same shall have been so adjusted the clerk of the ]

courtshall, upon presentation af afidavit showing the nonpay 75.52 Judgment a bar, when. No such action shall Em
mentthereof, enter judgmetterefor in favor of the county and mencedby any persomnder the provisions of this chapter after

againstthe defendant, which shall be enforced as otheney @ judgment shall have been rendered against that persomyin
judgments. action foundedon such tax deed commenced by that person or

History: 1987 a. 378 thoseunder whom that person claims for the recovery of the pos
sessiorof the lands described in such deed or any part thereof, nor
75.44 Release. On the payment of the costs by such defendaatter a judgment shall have been rendered ag#astperson in
or defendantsr the collection thereof the county shall executean action broughby the former owner to recover possession of the
releaseo said defendant or defendants of all sught, title, inter  landsdescribed in such deed or any part thereof.
estor claim in said parcel or parcels of lands, duly acknowledgingHistory: 1991 a. 316
the same, andleliver it to the said defendant or defendants; and

thereuporsaid action shall be discontinued as to the said parcel/&521 Foreclosure of tax liens by action in rem.
parcelsof land so released. (1) DeriNnimions. Wherever used or referred to in this section,

History: 1987 a. 378 unlessa different meaning clearly appears from the context:

) ) o (a) “County” means one of the countigfsthe state of \igcon-
75.45 Deed as evidence. In any actiormaintained under the gjp.

provisionsof this chapter the production of a deed, a copy of (b) “Tax lien” means the lien or interest evidenced by any tax

which is set forth in the complaint substantially in the form- pr: 4 ; ; ;
scribedby law or a certified copy of the record thereof, shall l?:erltg\llsate uporwhicha tax deed may be applied for as provided

presumptiveevidence of arabsolute title in fee simple in the » N
(c) “Treasurer” means the treasurer of a caunty

county,as the grantee therein named oragsigns in and to the s
land therein described. (2) APPLICATION OF THIS SECTION. (a) Adoption of method.

History: 1987 a. 378 Notwithstandingthe provisions of any otheeneral, special or
local law relating toforeclosure of tax certificates, taking of tax
75.46 Trial; defendant’ s interest. All issues of fact and of deedsupon tax certificatesand perfecting such tax deed title by
law joined in any suclction shall be tried by the court unless thbar formerowner action or quiet title action, or conveyance from
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formerowners of any interest in said lands, gaerning body of In the matter of the foreclosure of tax liens under section 75.521
any countymay elect to enforce the collection of tax liens, the takVisconsinStatutes by .... Countyist of Tax Liens for .... (year),

ing of tax title in the namef such county to tax delinquent landsNumber....”. The list shall contain as to each parcel, the foellow
andthe perfectingf such tax title in the county in the cases wheiiag:

this section applies by means of the methods provided forinthis 1. A brief description stitient to identify each parcel
section. Suchelection shall be evidenced by an ordinance to sugftectedby such tax lien. The description shall state the lot, block

effectin substantially the following form: andsection number of any parcel upon any tract, the plat or map
“ORDINANCE ELECTING TO PROCEED UNDER of which isrecordedand filed in the dice of the register of deeds
SECTION 75.521 Wé. Stats. IN RELAION TO of such county If the lands be unplatted an engifsenetes and

THE ENFORCEMENT OF COLLECTION OFAX LIENS.  poundsdescription shall be a didient description.

The county board of supervisors of the county of .... do ordain 2. The name onames of the last owner or owners and mort
asfollows: gageeor mortgagees of the parcel as the ownership or mortgage
Fromand after ....Hereinsert dates) the ... fereinsert name  interestappears of record in thefioe of the register of deeds of

of county) elects to adopt the provisions of section 75.824.  the county in whichthe parcel is situated, and the state &fddh-

Stats for the purposef enforcing tax liens in such county in thesin if it has a determined but unpaid death tax lien, a filed, nonout

caseswhere the procedure provided by such section is appli¢awedincome or franchise tax warrant or a judgment entertiabin

ble.” judgmentand lien docketall in the county where the parcel is situ
Upon the adoption of such ordinance, the provisions of thiaed.

sectionshall be applicable to such county and the treasurer need 3, A statement of the amount of the principal sum of each tax

not, thereafterproceed upon its tax certificates in cases witése lien in the hands ofhe county treasuretogether with the date

sectionis applicable in anpf the other methods provided by chfrom which and the rate at which interest shall be computed on
75 or its charter provisions but may do so at the treasuoption.  saidprincipal sum.

(b) Rescission of election to operate under section 75.521. 4. A petition to the court for judgment vesting title to each of
Any county after at least one year from the adoption of such ordjajdparcels of landh the countyas of the date of entry of judg
nancemay rescind such election by an ordinance to sfeitef mentand barring any and all claims whatsoever of the former
which ordinance shall be adopted in the same manner as the oggjneror any person claiming through and under the former owner

nal ordinance. Upon the adoption of a rescinding ordinance, §jgcethe date of filing the list of tax liens in theioé of theclerk
provisionsof this section shall cease to be applicable to sugfthe circuit court.

county. 5. The names of all municipalities, othtban the foreclosing

(c) Saving clause. Neither the election to adopt&.521nor  county, having any right, title or interest in the land or in the tax
the election to rescind the same shallef anyaction or proceed |iensor in the proceeds thereof.

ing for foreclosure of the tax lien commenced prior to such elec . . - L
tion or rescission ansluch action or proceeding may be continued (b) Such list of tax liens shall be Ve.”f'ed by thwy't of the
yptytreasurer and shall be postedthie treasures ofice. The

Eeg'nenf;c?;e manner as though such election or rescission ha(fiﬁng of such list of tax liens in thefafe of the clerk of the circuit

- . court shall constitute and have the sanmfeafas the filing and
(d) Provisions of in rem method supersede. Whenever any g

hall h doptathi - di ina th d recordingin the ofice of the register of deeds sfich county of
ﬁoun_tys a'd ?jveha optelthis sectfloquw_ anais usmg t” e prgce Ur§ separate and individual notice of the pendency of such proceed
ereinprovided, the provisions of this section shall, weBpect 4 55 15 each parcel described in such list, and likewise, not with
to the particulatax liens being collected, supersede the provisio

of all general, special or lockdws relating to the collection of taxg ndingany other provision of laushall constitute the com
liens by such county in conflict therewith, provided that nothing c/cemenbf a special proceeding by the county against each

Y 2 h arcelof real estate thereitescribed and have the sanfeafas
containedin this subsection nor any use made of the proced

providedin this section shall prevent the use of other procedur((’gge filing or recording of an individual and separate petitimn
providedfor in other sections of th&tatutes in the collection of mplaintby the county against each parcefel estate therein

othertax liens at the option of the county treasurer describedto enforce the payment of the tax liens against such

property.
(3) COMMENCEMENT OF PROCEEDINGTO FORECLOSETAX LIEN. o . .
(a) Whenever any land has been included in a tax certificate, gge(c) A copy of the petition and sauch of the list of tax liens

. o hall include the description of a particular parcel shall be
treasuremay file in the dice of the clerk of the circuit court of > ) s . .
the county one or more lists of parcels of propertfeated by mailedby registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, by

unpaidtax liensas shown on the tax certificates in the treamrellhecount)étreas?rer to th? Iast—kdnotvr\]/n p?s:lg\%zddres_s of etﬁCh

office. The treasurer may file the list when any of the followin wnerand mortgagee ot record, the sta consin in the

time periods elapses after the date of the tax certificate: stancespecified in pafam) 2, and to each municipalitpther
1. One yearif razing,removing and restoration of the site t thanthe foreclosing countyavingany right, title or interest in the

; b A € Wandor in thetax liens or the proceeds thereof. Afidaivit of the
adust-free and erosion—free conditicwsts incurred by any City eaqrersetting forth the names of tiosvners, mortgagees, the
or village are included in the amount due for taxes. ! H

) - . ; . stateof Wisconsin in the proparase and municipalities for whom
2. One yearif the tax certificate is held by any city authorizedy post-ofice address has been ascertained, giving the addresses
to proceed under §4.87or by any county thetas a population andstating that notice was mailed, giving the date of mailing, and

of 500,000 or more. N 3 statingthat no present post-fisfe address was ascertainable for
4. Two years, if none of the conditions specifiesubdsl. theother owners and mortgagees, shall be filed and constitute full
and?2. applies. compliancewith this paragraph.

(am) The parcels shall be numbered consecutively in the list (3m) EXTENDED TIME FORFORECLOSINGTAX LIENS. (a) In this
preparecunder par(a). The list shall be known as the “List &X' subsection:

Liensof .... County Being Foreclosed by Proceedim@rem .... 1. “Dwelling” means any building that contains one or 2

(vean)No. ...." and shall bear the following caption: dwelling units and any land included with that building in the
“STATE OF WISCONSIN sameentry on the tax roll.

CIRCUIT COURT 2. “Dwelling unit” means a structure or that part aftaucture

.... COUNTY usedas a home, residence or sleeping place by one person or by
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2 or more persons maintaining a common household, to the ext¢teasurefforthwith shall prepare a notice that such list of tax liens
sionof all others. and petition has beeso filed and a copy thereof posted in the

(b) The common council of any ciguthorized to proceed office of said county treasurerThe treasurer shall cause such
unders. 74.87may by ordinance direct its treasurer to defer tHeotice,together with the list of tax liens and petition, to be-pub
foreclosureof tax liens on dwellings. The ordinance shall desidishedas a class 3 notice, under 885 Such notice shall be in
natethe period of time that the foreclosure of tax liens shall {gibstantiallythe following form:

deferredafter the one—year period provided under $8p(a)1. NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF PROCEEDING
and2. The deferral period may not exceed 2 years. The deferral IN REM TO FORECLOSE AX LIENS
shall apply to those delinquent taxasd assessments incurred BY ... COUNTY

while the dwelling was owned and occupied by the person who . . . . I,
ownsand occupies the building at the beginning of the deferrg| (I;e;erl]nse_rt list of tax liens and petition as filed irficé of
period. If the owner ceases to occupy teelling during the CerK Of the circuit court.) , o
deferralperiod, the city treasurshall foreclose the tax lien on the . TAKE NOTICE That all persons having etaimingto have any
dwelling as soon as practicable. A city adoptingaadinance ight, title or interest in or lien upon the reabperty described in
underthis subsection may require the dwellimgner to submit thelist of tax liens, No. ...., ofile in the ofice of the clerk of the

proof that the owner is eligible for a deferral under this subsectidiifcuit court of .... countydated ...., and hereinabove set forth, are
(4) DUTY OF THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT. Eachclerk of the herebynotified that the filing of such list déx liens in the dice

circuit court with whom the list of tax liens is filed shall index i (e clerkt?f tht_adcircuit courtfof cqulnty CO”(Sjt.itUt?St}]he'?Omt
by year andist numbeyand alphabetically by the names of thosg]encfemen y said.... fcoun}y 0 ahspecu?_ proct?e 'F‘gc;" e.g'rgub'
setforth in the list, under sul§3) (am) 2, in ‘a separate record keptcourtI or ... county dt_o orec oset(;atﬁx lens t ‘?reh'” es‘(:j” ed by
for that purpose anthe clerk shall be entitled to a fee of $3 foéofrgcghsurreopcrggg; Inag g]inrsetmeggh tigénoé'r%eelooft I:n%e&eergicny
receiving, filing and indexing of each such list, in lieiany other uch p g ag piece

: : . . ibedvas filed in the dice of the clerk of the circuit coudn
feesto which he or she might otherwise be entitled for those sgPS.C” C U .
vices. The circuit court of the county in which the delinquent list (insert date). Such proceeding is brought against the real prop

it_s filed has jurisdiction of the proceeding authorized by this seggg Cng;edig s?f:f]cl?s?el(\jl Oopngsgnnj JL'de gtr?1 efr?trsvcilllobsee e:lgrggﬂrferein
ion. .

for such taxes, assessments or other legalgebaor any part
(5) RIGHTS OF PERSONSHAVING AN INTEREST IN PARCELSOF  thereof.

LAND AFFECTEDBY TAX LIENS. Every person, including any munic
ipal taxing districtother than the countiiaving any right, title or
interestin, or lien upon, any parcel described in suchristy
redeemsuch parcel by paying all of the sums mentioned in su
list of tax liens togethewith interest thereon and the reasonabl
coststhat thecounty incurred to initiate the proceedings und . . - .
sub.(3) plus the persor’share of the reasonable costs of public sr%iﬁt'%m:p t?t%ndﬂ'rgflwt')ﬂg 't'i'hﬁref'?ﬁ? tnd?ite atvlve':aistt? ;veteksl

tion under sub(6), or such portion thereof as is due for the intere g b ef. a 30 tﬁ | ?lé C? 0 % st.o ce) which date is
thereinor part thereof owned by such persamch amount shall reby fixed as the last day for redemption. i .

be determined by the county treasurer on application, before WeTAKE FURTHERNOTICE That any person having or claimity
expirationof the redemption period mentionectite notice pub  naveany right, title or interest in or lien upon any such parce| may
lished pursuant to sul{8), or may serve a verified answapon ©n Or before said ...irfsert redemption final date), redeem such
the county treasurer of such counas provided in sulf7). The delinquentax liens by paying to the county treasurer of .... county
captionof such answer shall contain a reference to the numbettig @mount of all such unpaid tax liens and in addition thereto, all
numbersof the parcels concerned as shown by the treastistr interestandpenalties which have accrued on said unpaid tax liens,
Suchanswer must be served on saitinty treasurer and filed in cOMputedto and including the date of redemption, plus the rea
the office of the clerk of the circuit coutithin 30 days after the SOnablecosts that the county incurreditatiate the proceedings
datementioned in the notice published pursuant to @)pas the plus the persors share of the reasonable costs of publication
lastday for redemption. In the event of the failure to redeem Bpdersub. (6).

TAKE FURTHERNOTICE That all persons having or claiming to
haveany right, title or interest in dren upon the real property
ﬁscribedn said list of tax liens are hereby notified that a certified
opy of such list of tax liens has been posted in tlieebf the
ountytreasureiof .... county and will remain posted for public

answerby any person having the right to redeem or answer within .... County
the time hereinlimited, such person, and all persons claiming By ....
underand through that person, from and after the date dilithge County Teasurer

of said list of tax liens with the clerk of the circuit court, shall be
foreverbarred and foreclosenf all his or her right, title and inter
estin and to the parcel described in such list of tax liens and a ju
ment in foreclosure may be taken as herein provided. Up 1)
redemptionas permitted by this section, the person redeemigg
shallbe entitled to a certificate evidencing such redemption frogg3
the county treasurer of such countiescribing the property in the i y'the proposed foreclosure upon one or more of the following
samemanner as it is described in such list of tax liens and the f;

X h undsonly:

of such redemption shall be noted upon the tax rolls in fieof @ . . . .

of the county treasurewho shall file a certified copy of such, - Thatthe lands in which such person is interested, described

redemptiorcertificate with the clerk of the circuit court and upor? Such list of tax liens, were not liable to taxation, special assess

suchfiling, such clerk shall note the wot®edeemed” and the MeNt, special chage or special tax at the time the tax, special

dateof such filing opposite the description of said parcesoch ass.eﬁsr:nenSpleual chage or s;?ecllaljtax for the nonpayment of

list of tax liens. Such notation shall operate to cancel the notéBich the tax lien arises, was levied. _ _

of pendency of proceeding with respect to such parcel or such por 2. That the tax, special assessment, speciagjetaspecial

tion thereof. The person so redeeming shall be entitled to add t@for the nonpayment of which said tax lien arises, was in fact

amountpaid in redemption to the faeenount of any lien which paidbefore the last day of the redemption period provideduy

the person may have against said laadd to have interest thereon 3. That the tax lien is barred by the statute of limitations.

until paid. (b) No other defense to the petition of said county set forth in
(6) PuBLIC NOTICE OF IN REM PROCEEDING. Upon the filing of suchtax list, shall be set up. Such answer must be filed in the

suchlist in the ofice of the clerk of the circuitourt, the county office of the clerk of the circuit court and served upon the county

(7) RIGHT OFPERSONHAVING AN INTERESTIN ORLIEN UPONPAR-
ELS DESCRIBEDIN LIST OF TAX LIENS, TO ANSWER PETITION. (@)
eryperson having any right, title or interest in or lien upon any
rceldescribedn such list of tax liens, may serve a duly verified
swerupon the countyreasurer for such countsetting forth in
tail, the nature and amount of that persdnterest and object
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treasuremof such countyvithin 30 days after the date hereinabove (b) This section shall apply to and be valid arfdative with
mentionedas the last date for redemption. respectto all defendants even though one or mordnfents,

(8) DUTY OF THE COURTTO ENTERJUDGMENTIN DEFAULT CASES. incompetentsabsente_esr non.residents of the Sta.te ofsgbnsin,
In the event of the failure to redeem or answeaty person hav Providedthat a guardian ad litem shall be appointed to serve for
ing theright to redeem or answer as hereinabove provided, s@hpersons known or unknown who hasemay have an interest
personand all persons claiming under and through geason, in the lands described in any list and who are or beagninors or
from and after the date of the filing of the list of tax liens in thi@@competentst the date of filing such list. Such guardiariitah
office of the clerk of the circuit court of the courgall be forever may be appointed by the court without notieed the fee for the
barredand foreclosed of all right, title and interest and equity &ervicesof the guardian ad litem as fixed by the caimdll be paid
redemptionin and to the parcel described in suchdisthe tax by the county
liens,and upon filing of an &flavit of such defaulor failure of (13) JUDGMENT, CONTENTS. (a) Where, as to any parcel in the
redemptionby the countytreasurer of such countshe court in list of tax liens, an answer has been interposed by a party and the
which such list of tax liens is filed, shall render final judgmentourtshall determine in favor of such party upon such anster
orderingand adjudging that the county is vested with an estatecourtshall make a fingldgment divesting said parcel of the lien
fee simple absolute in such lands, subject, howewaallunpaid allegedto have accrued against same.

taxesand chages which are subsequent to the latest dated valid(h) |n the event that the court shall determine that the issue
tax lien appearing on the list specified in si§B) (b) and to rajsedby the answer of theefendant is without merit, a final judg
recordedrestrictionsas provided by s75.14 (4)and all persons, mentto such ect shall be entered ordering and adjudging that
both natural and artificial, including the state ofiSbnsin, thecounty is vested with an estatefé@® simple absolute in such
infants,incompetents, absentees and nonresidents who may héYm@issubject, howeveto all unpaid taxes and clyas whichare
hadany right, title, interest, claim, lien or equity of redempfion syhsequentp the latest dated tax lien appearingtualist speci
suchlands,are forever barred and foreclosed of such right, titlgeq in sub.(3) (b) and to recorded restrictions as provided by s.
interestclaim, lien or equity of redemption. Such judgment shafls 14 and allpersons, both natural and artificial, including the
bedeemed to be based thre latest dated valid tax lien appearingtateof Wisconsin, infants, incompetentgysentees and nonresi
on the list of tax liens.No personal judgment shall be enteredentswho mayhave had any right, title, interest, claim, lien or
againstany person having or claiming to have any right, title guity of redemption in such lands, are forever barred and fore
interestin or lien upon said lands. Such judgment shall have thysedof such right, title, interest, claim, lien or equity of redemp
effectof the issuance of a tax deed or deeds and of judgmieat totjon.  Sych judgment shall be deemed to be basethe latest
formerowners and quiet title thereon. datedtax lien appearing on the list téx liens. Such judgment
(9) FiLinG oF aAFFiDAVIT.  All affidavits of filing, publication, shallhave the déct of the issuance of a tax deed or deeds and of
posting, mailing or other acts requireay this section, shall be judgmentto bar former owners and quiet title thereon.
madeby the person performing such acts and shall be filéltein 14y JypemenT To BERECORDED. A certified copy of the judg
office of the clerk of the circuit court of the county in which thgnent of the court in both default and contested cases shall be

propertysubject to such tax lien is situated and shall, together Wik:ordedby the prevailing party in the fide of the register of
all other documents required in this section, filed in subedf geedsof such county

gap;g:géeeggi?] ;ecome part of the judgment roll in such foreclo (14a) DamacGEs. Any person who was the owner of any right,
’ i title or interesin land which was lost by judgment of foreclosure

(10) CONTESTEDISSUESAND TRIAL THEREOF. If a duly verified a5 provided in this section may within 2 years from the date of
answeris served upon the county treasurer withperiod men entry of such judgment, in the cases heréinafter mentioned other
tionedin sub.(7), the court shall hear and determine the iSsU@$a fraud anavithin 6 years in the case of fraud, commence an
raisedby the petition and answer in the same manneuader ,ciionin the circuit court against the county to recover the fair
the same rules as it hears and determines civil actions, except@gketvalue of the persominterestherein at the date of entry of
in this section otherwisprovided. Upon such trial, proof thatsaigijudgment of foreclosure in rem. If the court determines that
such tax, special assessment, special ghaor special tax, sychpersons right, title and interest in said land was unjustly-fore
togetherwith any interest or penalty which may have been dyg,seqd and lost because said pessangrest in such lands was not
waspaid, or that the property was not subject to tax, special assgspectto taxation, special assessment, specialgeharspecial
ment,specialchage or special tax, or that such tax lien is barredy 5t the time of the levy of the taassessment or cly;, for non
by the statute of limitations, shall constitute a complete defensg, mentof which said lands were foreclosed, or that in fact such
Wheneveran answer is interposed as herein provided, there shg _special assessment, special gbar special tax was paid by
bea severance of the proceeding as to any parcel or parcels of @) owney or that the tax lien upon which the judgment of fore
in which such answering defendant has any right, title or interegls rein rem was based was barred by the statulieniétions,
asalleged in his or her answend as to the other parcels in SUCRy if sych person lost said propettyough fraud without fault on
list, the proceeding shall proceed as provided in &)b. his or her part, the coushall determine the fair market value of

(11) PREFERENCE OVER OTHER PROCEEDINGSAND ACTIONS. saidland or of said persosvinterest therein as hereinabet
Any proceeding brought pursuant to this section shall be givisth. The fair market value shall not excebe amount arrived
preferenceover all other causes and actions not on trial and B@by dividing the assessed valuation of such lands in the year in
suchproceeding shall be referred. which such judgment in rem was entered by the percentage ratio

(12) PRESUMPTIONSOFVALIDITY; GUARDIAN AD LITEM. (@) The of real estate assessments prevaifimgthe taxing district in
countyneed not plead or prove the vari@sps, proceedings andwhich the landswere located as set forth in the equalization for
noticesfor the assessment and levy of the taxes, assessmentgtatetax purposes of the same yedie courshall award judg
otherlawful chages against the lands set forth in the list of taxentto suchplaintiff in such amount, together with reasonable
liensand all such taxes, assessments or other lawfujetand attorneyfees to be fixed bthe court, and the plaintié costs and
thelien thereof shall be presumed to be valid. A defendantalletisbursementsf such action.The amount awarded the plaiftif
ing any jurisdictional defect or invalidity in the tax, speeiséess shallbe reduced by the total amount due, as of theada&tetry of
ment,special chage or special tax, because of which said land wasichjudgment, for all current taxes and upon all tax certificates
not liable to taxation, special assessment or other lawfubeharheld by the county on such date that the court shall find were valid.
mustparticularly specify in the defendamtinswer such jurisdic  Upon payment of the judgment the county may gedrack as a
tional defect or invalidityand must dirmatively establish such taxto any taxing district the amount whishch district received
defense. from the county in payment of taxes and interest on said land
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eitherby distribution of proceeds of sale thereof by the coonty  (b) If any party to an action seeking to set aside or avoid the
throughother payment by theounty to the extent that it exceed®riginal assessment, tax or tax proceeding desires to contest the
the amount distributable to such district had the samelieesad  validity of a reassessment made under this section, that party shall,
uponthe payment of the taxes and interest found by the courtwadthin 20 days after notice of the completiamd filing of the reas

be properly payable at the time of teatry of the judgment of sessmenand taxroll, file written objections to the reassessment
foreclosureand applied imeduction of the amount awarded to ther tax roll with the clerk of the court where the action is pending
plaintiff hereunder and serve a copy of those objections upon the attorneyhéor

History: 1977 c. 1741979 c. 3489, 1983 a. 52192 302 538 1987 a. 27378  opposingparty within 5 days after filing.
1989a. 330347, 1991 a. 39316, 1993a. 301490, 1995 a. 224225 417, 1997 a.

72,250, 1999 a. 96 (c) Upon the filing and service of the written objections under
Partiallyvalid judgments under this section are not permissible. In Matter of Fof@ar.(b), the court may dire¢hat the issue raised by the objections
closureof Tax Liens,106 Ws. 2d 244316 N.W2d 362(1982). be tried summarily by theourt, which shall make an order sus

Judgmentunder this section extinguishel rights, titles, and interests in fere i H : : : :
closedproperty including a claim based on adverse possession. Published notice %%Ig'mg or Overru“ng the objectlons. If th_nbjtlactlons are sus
sufficient. Leciejewski v Sedlak,116 Ws. 2d 629342 N.W2d 734(1984). ained,the court shall do one of the following:

Therole of a guardian ad litem appointed under sub. (12) (b) is outlinadkésha 1. Hold the reassessment or tax roll to be invalid and order

Countyv. Tadych,197 Wis. 2d 653541 N.W2d 782(Ct. App. 1995). .
Whena states constitution and statutes are silent as to the distribution of exce%gbsequemeassessments of tteex in the manner and form pro

proceedseceived when a tax lien is foreclosed and the property is subsequently s§ded in this section.

by the municipalitythe municipality may constitutionally retain the proceeds as long H ] H

asthere has been notice fcient to meet due process requirements. Due process 2. .DEtermme .and fix thQ "’.‘mount of tax to be pald by the party
doesnotrequire that notices state that should the tax lien be foreclosed and propBfyParties contesting the original assessment, tax or tax proceed
soldthe municipality may retain all the proceeds. RittdRass,207 Ws. 2d 477 ing, and, for that purpose, the court may proceed to take any fur

558 N.W.2d 909(Ct. App. 1996). : - .
An income tax lien is extinguished by tax deed under 75.14 or by judgment ung?erereVIdence that is necessary to determine the tax.

75.521.62 Atty. Gen. 234. (4) (a) If under sub(3) the reassessment and tak are held

by the court to be regular and valid or if olgjectionsto the reas
75.54 Reassessment of taxes by order of court. (1) In  sessmengénd tax roll are filed, the court shaflake an order
all actions inany court of this state in which either party seeks tequiringthe party or parties contesting the original assessment,
avoidor set aside in whole or part any assessment, tax or tax praax or tax proceeding to pay into court, for the use and benefit of
ceedingor reassessment, if the court is of the opinion, after holthe party entitled thereto, the amount that by the reasses#iment
ing a hearing, that, for any reasofeafing the groundwork of the contestingparty or parties justlpught to pay If the amount of tax
tax and all of the property in any taxatidistrict, the assessment,imposed upon the property of the contesting party by the reassess
tax or taxproceeding should be set aside, the court shall immedient,or by the subsequent determination and order of the court,
ately stay all proceedings in the action and in all other actiorgualsor exceeds the amount imposed on the property by the orig
affectingthe assessment, taxtax proceeding in the taxation-dis inal assessment and tax roll, the party or parties contesting the
trict until areassessment of the property in the taxation district caalidity of the assessment shall be adjudged to pay the costs of the
bemade. The properfiders of the municipality constituting the suit. Otherwise, upon complyingith the order of the court, the
taxationdistrict or in whichthe district is located shall reassess theontestingparty or parties are entitled to judgment with costs.
propertyin the taxation district in theanner specified in the stat  (h) No judgment rendered in any action under this section
utesand levy upon the reassessed proptrtyamount of taxes for affectsthe validity of any taxgainst any person other than the par
theyear in question. Aeassessment under this subsection shglis to the action or &cts property that is not described in the
bemade by the assessor of the taxation district or by the persondb@iplaintin the action.
courtappoints, and the assessment roll shasiuEmitted to and 5y A stay of proceedings and reassessment in accordance
passedupon by the board of review in the manner and affier with sub.(1) shall be ordered in all cases in which a tax that has

samenotice as that which is given in the castheforiginal assess eenreassessed by any courttywn or village board or common
ment. . . . councilfor one or more years is adjudged uncollectileoid for

(2) (a) Uponcompletion of the review by the board of reviewany reason décting the groundwork of the tax sotasrequire a
undersub.(1), the clerk of the town, village or citp which the reassessmeitt order to determine the amount properly due. If the
reassessedistrict is situated shall extend upon the assessment y@lhssessedix has been levied in fiifent years it is not necessary
the taxes lawfully levied upon and apportioned to the properfy makeseparate assessment rolls for each. y&ae valuations
describedn the tax roll for the year in question. The tax roll anghr each year may be placed opposite the descripfitie prop
the tax extended on the tax roll under this section are a pubiigy on the assessment roll in columns headed tiffigures of
recordand are prima facievidence in any legal proceeding of altne yearso that the valuations for each year of reassessments are
of the following: distinct from the valuations for other years enteugmn the tax

1. The amount ofax justly chageable against the party seekroll. All of the provisions of this section apply to the making and
ing to set aside or avoid the origiredsessment, tax or tax pro completion of, and to objections and further proceedings in
ceedingand the amount of tax upon all lands respecting which thespectto, an assessment undeis subsection. An assessment
actionwas brought. underthis subsection shall be treated with respect to each year that

2. The amount of tax justly ctgeable against every otherit purports to embrace as if it were a separate reassessment roll for
personand allother lands included in the tax roll for the year ithatyear
question. (59) Thevalue of property reassessed under this section shall

(b) The reassessment and tax roll as correatei@r this sec be fixed, as nearly as possible, as of the day as of which the origi
tion shall be completed and filed with thlerk of the taxation dis nal assessment was made, and the rules for determining the value
trict within 90 days fromhe date of entry of the order for reassessf the property are those provided by law
mentunless the court upon motion and cause shown extends thg5r) This section applies to all actions.

time. (6) In any action under this section in which teeidence

(3) (a) Upon completion and filing of the taall under sub. enablesthe court to determine, with reasonable certaititg
(2), notice of the reassessment shall be givgithe clerk of the amountof taxes that were justly clgableagainst the lands
taxationdistrict to the clerk of the court in which the act@ral  involvedin the action, the court, may proceed to judgment without
lengingthe tax is pending. The clerk of court shall give notice gtayingproceedings or ordering a reassessnigittfinds that it
thereassessment to the attorneys for the parties to the action ignigr the best interests afl parties to the action that it should do
to the attorneys in all other actions pending in which the validigp.
of the original assessment may be involved. History: 1991 a. 3161997 a. 253
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Whenan initial assessmer]yt was unchallenged but annual percentage incregsgeturned and the amount of such proportional tax, exclusive of
werevoided, the fggundvm‘ggkw"m%aaé%azss‘é“ﬁ%%“6”2‘1&’&“2' (1)'1§7tagt)e exel. chargesreceived by the county as a result of the compromise shall

askinv. Board of Revie . . . App. . . I

Thetrial court may determine taxes uneither s. 74.74, 1985 stats. [now 74.39]0€ chaged to the town, village or cityhich returned the same and

or 75.54. Judicial determination of taxesitg an unconstitutional “levy”. Fontana may be included by the county as a special ghan the next tax
v. Village of Fontana—on-Geneva Lalk®7 Ws. 2d 226319 N.W2d 900(Ct. App. |evy against such town city or viIIage.

1982),aff'd 111 Wis. 2d 215330 N.W2d 21 (1983). :

Tht)ecourterred in orderir?g an area reasséssme)nt without holding a hearing undé]i'swry: 1979 c. 10,1987 a. 3781993 a. 12 1999 a. 156.672
sub.(1). State ex rel. Hemker Muggett,114 Wis. 2d 320338 N.W2d 335(Ct. App.
1983). 75.62 Procedure in actions related to tax certificates.

(1) ConpiTioNAL PAYMENT. Whenever any action or special pro

75.55 Application of section 75.54. Sectiorv5.54shall be ceedingis hereafter commenced to set aside any inclusion of lands
construedo permit the reassessment, by or uriblerdirection or in a tax certificate for the nonpayment of taxes, or to cancel any
authority of any city of theproperty real and personal, therein,tax certificate, or to restrain the issuinganfy tax certificate or tax
which city, before and until the passage of these statutes, végd,or to seiaside any tax, for any error or defect going to the
authorizedoby law to make its owiax sales, tax certificates andvalidity of the assessment andeating the groundwork of such
tax deeds by its own properfisers. And in and for and irespect tax, within 20 days after the commencement of such action the
to every sucleity and the properfyeal and personal, therein theplaintiff in such action or special proceeding shall pay or cause to
mayor and councilthereof, the assessors thereof, the city cleie paid to the countytown, city or village oficer entitledto
thereof,the board of equalizatiatereof, and the city treasurerreceivethesame, the amount of taxes, interest andgefsaievied
thereofshall, as to anguch city and the wards therein, respeagainstthe saidands involved in such action, as a condition of
tively exercise all the powers and perform all the duties and praaintainingsaid action.
ceedin the manner hereinbefore provided in respect to towns, Vil 2y ReassessmenTPROCEEDING. If in said action or proceed
lagesand other citiesand exercise the powers and perform thgy'3"reassessment is ordered, the court shall, upon the completion
dutiesdevolved upon the boadd supervisors, upon the assessorgf sajd reassessment made in the manner requirestabyte,
uponthe town clerk, upon the board of review and uportdh@  geterminethe amount which, according said reassessment, the
treasurer,respectively for the reassessment of taxes and thgjaintiff ought justly to have paid upon the lands involved in said

collectionthereof. actionor special proceeding.

(3) JupGMENT. The plaintif in such actioror special proceed
ing shallbe entitled to recover judgment for the amount, if &wgy

66.073 d h di id - _plaintiff so paid in excess of the amount the court shall finally
$.66.0731 and every action or proceeding to set aside any-inCliisterminethe plaintif ought to have paid on the lands involved
sion of land in a tax certificate for the nonpayment of tade®, i 'said action or proceeding, with interest from the déteuch
cancelany tax certificate, or to restrain the issuing of any tax C%;Tayment. '

tificate, or tax deed, for any error or defect going to the validity (4) PAYMENT OF JUDGMENT. Payment of any judgment so

the assessment, andfedting the groundwork of such tax, or on v the plaintif shall b de forthwith by the t
accountof any void or defective special assessment, shall be Ccﬁ%covere y the piaintil, shall bé made forthwith by the treasurer
any suchcounty town, city or village, upon presentation of a

mencedwithin one year from the date of issuance of the tax certiff’ 8 '
cateunder s74.57, and not thereafterin every action brought to certified copy thereof, without other or further ordefThe trea
setaside anysuch inclusion of land in a tax certificate, or to cancél“rersr;?” prescre]rve said tcomé ofhsa“d judg.metrk]]t asre:rg?ur(tefs "
anytax certificate, or to restrain the issuing of any tax deed upfff'@ntior suchpayment and shall require the sausfaction o
any ground whatever not going to the validity of tesessment 'ccordof said judgment upon the making of such payment. The
andaflecting the groundwork of such tax, special assessment, sgount of any judgment smid by the county treasurer shall be
cial chage or special tax, the plairtiff he or she showsimself chargedo the proper town, city or village and may be included by
or herself otherwise entitled to judgment, shall, beforeetitey (hecounty as a special clggragainst such town, city or village if
thereofwithin a reasonable time to be fixed by the court, pay inﬁﬁ’%hlt“dgme.?t shaI_I”be the rﬁets_ullttﬁf an ferrodefect caused by
the court for the county or city authorized to act undef4s87 Sal-liisto?v'vrlbg;); %2;;1'9?&?: gglggﬁ 31?'60 '

holding the tax certificate the amount for which such land is delin v : : :

quent,with interest on all such amounts at thte of 8% per yearﬁj

75.61 Actions related to tax certificates. (1) ONE-YEAR
LIMITATION. Every action enumerated in7%.57 1955 statsand

from the times of payment until the money is paid into court; a 63 Ejectment as to public. lands; conditions. (1) (@)
in default of such payment within the time so fixed the defend action may be commenced, maintained or prosecuteddyy or

shall havejudgment in the action. This provision as to the-pa halfof the original owner or any person claiming title through

. g N r under the original owner to recover possession of or in any way
mentinto court to be made by the plaifghall apply to all actions involving the title to any lands conveyed to this stateaby

county,or attempted tde so conveyed, and sold by this state to
'25Y person until all of the following haveeen paid into the trea

impeacheshe tax deed or tax certificate upon any groumhkat Furyof the county where the lands are located:

evernot afecting thegroundwork of the tax for the nonpaymen .
of which such dgeede%r tax certificate was issued. pay 1. All taxes levied and assessed on the lands from the date of

the sale of the lands by the state.

(2) TAX CERTIFICATESOF COUNTY, DISCOUNTON. Whenever the . .
countyholds tax certificates upon real estate and the owner of said 2- All 1egal chages for assessing and collecting the taxes
real estate omny person, firm, association, corporation or ”miteaescnbedn subd. 1, and interest thereon at the ra@%eper year
liability company holdinga valid lien thereon shall claim the!Tom the January 15 in each year during which the the lands were
assessmertf said reabstate to be greater than the value that c&gSessedommencingyith the January following the first assess
ordinarily be obtainedherefor at private sale, the respective towH'entafter the sale. , ,
board,village board or city council where said real estastis 3. All delinquent taxes levied upon and returned against the
atedmay takeproof under oath of the value of said real estate at@nds that were unpaid when the landgere conveyed or
makea finding thereon. Upon the filing of sdidding with the attemptedto be conveyedo the state, together with interest on
county treasurerthe treasurer shall accept frasaid owner or thosedelinquent taxeat the rate and in the manner described in
lienholderthe propermproportional tax on said real estate basegHbd.2.
uponthe value so found, together with the propergémras inthe  (b) All money paid intaa county treasury under péa) shall
caseof redemption of tax certificates, shall cancel said tax certifie retained in the treasury pending the conclusion of the action
cateas it relates to that real estate, and shall give to said ownedescribedn par (a) (intro.) The money shall besturned to the
lienholdera receipt for said tax. The fiifence between the tax party paying or depositing the money if the party fails to maintain
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the action. If the action is maintainedn amount equal to the tion of such property withire4 hours, Sundays and holidays
delinquenttaxes and interest described in. fayshall be retained excluded, after such tax deed or other conveyance has been
by the county The remainder shall be paid ovethe person pur acquired;and upon receipt of such notice it is the duty of such trea
chasingthe lands from the state or that persdagalrepresenta surer,as the case may be, to make entry of such notice upon the
tives. treasurer'secords.

(2) If the titleto any such lands shall be adjudged to be in such (3) (a) Whenever suchroperty has been so acquired, the city
original owner or party claiming title through or under the originateasureishall notify the county clerk and the county treasurer
ownerthey shall be deemed be and shall be subject to taxatiorthe county clerk shall notify the city treasuras the case may be,
during thetimethe same were held by the state in like manner mswriting thereof within 24 hours thereaft&undays and heli
if they had not been conveyed to or held by it, and the taxesdaysexcluded. The county treasurer or the city treasurer upon
suchperiod shall be levied and assessed upon such lands andreaeiptof such notice shall forthwith chggthe amount, without
lectedin like manner as other taxes upon real estate. In all sunterestor penalties, of all citycounty state and metropolitan
actionsthe court shall enter an order requiring the plditiiérein, seweragalistrict current and delinquent taxes, all unpaid instal
within a reasonable time to ffiged in the orderto comply with  mentsof special assessmeratsd other assessments, gesrand
this section by payment of the taxes, gearandnterest as pro tax certificates which are liens upon the laagdwhich are held
vided herein, and in default of compliance therewith the cously or due to such county or citgs the case may be, and upon
shall dismiss the action. Nothing heregontained shall be which the time limitations of s¢5.20have not expired, to a “tax
construedas amending or repealing7.26 75.270r 75.61 deedin force” account, and such taxes, assessments and-certifi

History: 1973c. 1891977 c. 2%.1646 (3) 1977 ¢. 2731979 ¢. 10s.60 (13)  catesshall thereby be considered as paid or redeemed and such
1991a. 3161997 a. 253 taxesshall bemarked paid or redeemed on the tax roll, as the case
7564 No iurisdiction: i f deed tooned: may be; thereafter the amounts thereof owned by or due to such

: 0 junisdiction, —Issue or deed posiponed, countyshall be chayed back against such cijypd such amounts

deposit. (1) In all cases ta set aside amglusion of lands in a thereofowned or held by or due to suclty shall be credited to
tax certificate, orto cancel any tax certificate or to enjoin o,

restraintheissuing of a tax deed because the lands included in ﬁ']ueChC'ty In the next tax levy upon such city b_y the county
certificatewere not liable to taxation or because the taxethen _(0) On or before October 1 of each yehe city treasurer and
lands were paid prior to the inclusioin the tax certificate or th€county treasurer shall respectively furnish éieer with an
becausehe lands have been redeemed accorditadhe owner [temizedstatemenof the amounts so clyed by the treasureas
of, or any person interested in, the lands covered by the lien of g c@se may be, to the cigyor countys “tax deed in force
certificate may at any timebefore final judgment is entered,2ccountas aresult of tax deeds taken by the city or couiitye
depositwith the county clerk the amount for which the lands a@Puntyclerk shall include an itemized statement of sactounts
delinquent, with interest from the date of the inclusion in the t the apportionment filed by the clerk. If any such tax deeeitis
certificateto the date of the deposit and penalty as provided undgfde the citytreasurer and the county treasurer shall respectively
s.74.47, together with the legal chges on it. creditthe other with the amounts so ofed with respect to the
(2) The clerk or treasurer shall retain such deposit until tr} eedset aside, and the amounts and entries by either treasurer with
final determination of the action, and if the certificateasated hf::egi:aefjhggitr? gg&%ﬁséqgaiaég:ﬂg?&tg;Zﬂgﬁnﬁsz;r?g ?k?g c?t(;/
andset aside aif the issuing of the deed is permanently restraine, 9 !

: ; ; easureiand the county treasureespectivelyshall, on or before
the money deposited shall, at the time of entrjudigment or at : ;
any later time, upon demand, be returned to the person deposiﬁ?ﬁéwerl of each yeamdvise the other_ of such c_redlts due. .
it. If final judgment is rendered in the actisustaining the valid () In the event that such property is so acquired by such city
ity of the inclusion of the land in a tax certificate, and of the ty¥ile the county tax roll is in thpossession of its city treasyrer
certificate,the court shall compute the interapbn the certificate the latter shall consider such taxas paid and mark the tax roll
from the date of the deposit to the date of judgment and pen%ﬁpord'”ngand furnish the county treasurer wittstement
asprovided under s74.47and add it to the costs and disbursghereofupon a form provided by the counfihe city treasurer
mentstaxable in the action and to the amount of the deposit, a##fll return such records to the county treasurer with the-delin
shallenterjudgment against the plairftibr the total amount, and duentcounty taxroll, and shall receive credit therefor the same as
no tax deed may be issued upon the certificaless the plainfif for delinquent taxes. The amount for which such credit is given
fails to payto the clerk or treasurgr the use of the owner of theShallbe included in the amount to be ajeatback to such city in
certificate, the amount of the judgment within 20 days after it§ucceedin@pportionment of county taxes.
rendition, together with interest on it. History: 1985 a. 1351987 a. 27378

History: 1981 c. 1671987 a. 378 i
75.69 Sale of tax delinquent real estate. (1) Exceptas

75.67 Procedure in populous counties containing providedin sub.(1m), no tax delinquent real estatequired by a
authorized city. (1) In counties having a population of 500,00¢°0uUntymay be sold unless the sale and appraised value of such real
or more containing a city authorized to proceed und@n®7 estatehas first been advertised by publication of a class 3 notice,
whenevereither such countgr city acquires any property by taxunderch.985 Any county may accept the bid most advantageous
deed or by quitclaim deed or by any other means, the issuanctodt but every bid less than the appraised value of the property
othertax certificates and the redemptiand cancellation thereof shallbe rejected Any county is authorized to sell for an amount
shallbe as provided by this section. equal to or above theppraised value, without readvertising, any

(2) All tax certificates issued upon such property by sué‘ﬁnd previously advertlsed for sale. . .
county or city on the same day or subsequent to the date of(1m) (&) Subsectioifl) does not apply to counties with a pop
issuanceof the certificate upon which such deed was acquiredfationof 500,000 or more.
andwhich certificates are owned by such county or city at the time (b) Notwithstanding sul(1), any county may advertise the
of the acquisition of the propertghall be assigned to suchunty saleof any or all of its real estate tHas been tax delinquent for
or city so owning such propertyOn any issuanagf tax certificate at least 4 years by publishing a class 3 notice und@8&hindi-
subsequento the acquisition of such property after the firstatingin which municipality or municipalities and in which ward
Mondayof August inany yearsuch county or city so owning suchor wards the real estate is located and the place antbdétiag
land shall bethe exclusive recipient of the tax certificates. Anwritten bids but without listing specific parcels or appraised val
issuanceof a tax certificate in violation of these provisions shaliesfor the parcels, if the county makes readily available in the
benull and void. It is the duty of thety and the county treasurercourthousea list of the parcels and the appraised vafieach par
to give the otheras the case may heritten notice of the acquisi cel.
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(2) Thissection shall not apply to exchange of property undef the municipality in which the real estate is located at least 3
s.59.69 (8) to withdrawal and sale of county forest lands, nor tweeksprior to the time of the sale. Any county may sell tax delin
the sale or exchange of lands to or between municipalities or to theentreal estate by open or closed bid.

state. History: 1983 a. 3441987 a. 3781995 a. 201
; : . Countiesmay not transfecounty owned mineral rights, acquired through nonpay
(3) This section shalapply to all tax delinquent lands regard menof taxes, to privatpersons without following the appraisal and pubiic sale pro

lessof the date of acquisition by the county visionsof this section. 67 AttyGen. 236.

(4) No tax delinquent real estate may be sold by a cou hena county proceeds under sub. (1), it can accept a bid it considers, in good

X . . . . dtﬁf; to be most advantageous to the county in view of the criteria in the bid notice.
underthis section unless notice of such sale is mailed to the cletkatty. Gen. 1.
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