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2001 WISCONSIN ACT 70

AN ACT to repeal 446.02 (10), 448.51 (4x), 448.52 (3) and 448.52%; renumber 448.52 (1) and (2) and 448.52
(5); to renumber and amend 448.50 (4), 448.52 (intro.), 448.52 (4) and 448.54t(Pamend 48.981 (2), 146.81 (1)
(dg), 146.997 (1) (d) 4., 155.01 (7), 252.14 (1) (ar) 4e., 448.51 (1), 448.51 (2) (a), (AqIH1 448.54 (1), 448.54
(3),448.55 (2), 448.57 (2) (b), 448.57 (2) (e), 448.57 (2) (), 448.57 (2) (g) and 450.106(3n(@ho create 15.406
(1) (am), 440.08 (2) (a) 57m., 448.50 (1m), 448.50 (1r), 448.50 (3m), 448.50 (4) (a) 1. to 4., 448.50 (4) (b), 448.50
(5), 448.50 (6), 448.51 (1e), 448.51 (1s), 448.52 (2m), 448.522, 448.527, 448.53 (1) (f), 448.535, 448.54 (2) (b),
448.55(3), 448.56 (1m), 448.56 (4), 448.56 (5), 448.565, 448.567, 448.57 (2) (am), 448.57 (2) (om), 448.57 (2) (fm),
448.57(3), 448.57 (4) and 448.57 (5) of the statutelgting to: licensing of physical therapists and physical thera
pist assistants and granting rule—making authority

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in S.46.23, 51.42pr 51.437, physical therapist, physical

senate and assembly, do enact as follows: therapist assistant, occupational therapist, dietitian,
SecTion 1. 15.406 (1) (am) of thetatutes is created ~ SPeech-languagpathologist, audiologist, emgency
to read: medical technician, first responder or police or law
15.406 (1) (am) One physical therapist assistant €nforcemenbfficer having reasonable cause to suspect
licensedunder subch. 11l of ch. 448. thata child seen in the course of professional duties has
SECTION 2. 48.981 (2) of the statutes is amended to beenabused oneglected or having reason to believe that
read: achild seen in the course of professional duties has been
48.981(2) PERSONSREQUIREDTO REPORT. A physi threatenedvith abuse or neglect and that abuse or neglect
cian, coroney medical examinemurse, dentist, chiro of the child will occur shall, except as provided under
practor, optometrist, acupuncturist, other medical ~ Sub.(2m), report as provided in sub. (3). A court-ap

mentalhealth professional, socialorker marriage and  pointedspecial advocate having reasonable causedo
family therapist, professionadounselor public assis pectthat a child seen in the course of the court-appointed
tance worker, including a financial and employment specialadvocates activities undes. 48.236 (3) has been
planner,as defined in s. 49.141 (1) (d), school teacher abusedor neglected or having reasonlelieve that a
administratoror counselgrmediator under s. 767.1 child seenn the course of those activities has been threat
child care worker in @ay care center or child caring insti  enedwith abuse and neglect and that abuse or neglect of
tution, day care providerlcohol or other drug abuse thechild will occur shall, except as providedsub. (2m),
counselormember of the treatment stamployed by or  reportas provided in sub. (3). Any other person, includ
working under contract with a county department under ing an attorneyhaving reason to suspect thathild has

* Section 9911, WisconsIN STaTuTES 1999-00 : BEctive date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislatu
the governotrs partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it tatssbill take ééct on the day after its date of publicati
asdesignated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].
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beenabused or neglected or reason to believe that a childtiion, but does not include a chiropractic or medical -diag
hasbeen threatened with abuse or neglect and that abuseosis.

or neglect ofthe child will occur may make such a report. SecTion 10. 448.50 (3m) of the statutes is created
Any person, including an attorndyaving reason to sus  read:

pectthat an unborn child has been abusedeason to 448.50(3m) “Physical therapist assistant” means an
believethat an unborn child is at substantial risk of abuse individual who holds a license as a physical therapist
may report as provided iaub. (3). No person making a assistangranted by the éfiated credentialing board.
report under this subsection maye dischaged from SecTioN 11. 448.50 (4) of the statutes is renumbered
employmenfor so doing. 448.50(4) (a) (intro.) and amended to read:

SecTion 3. 146.81 (1) (dg) of the statutes is amended 448.50(4) (a) (intro.) “Physical therapy” means-that
to read: i i ich-is-limi
146.81(1) (dg) A physical therapist or physidhkr

apistassistanticensed under subch. 11l of ch. 448.
SecTioN 4. 146.997 (1) (d) 4. of the statutes is
amendedo read:
146.9971) (d) 4. A physician, podiatrist,gshysical
therapist,or physical therapistissistanticensed under

ch.448. therapy., except as provided i |n péb), any of the follow
SecTion 5. 155.01 (7) of the statutes is amended to ing:
read: SecTioN 12. 448.50 (4) (a) 1. to 4. of the statutes are

155.01(7) “Health care provider” means a nurse createdo read:
licensedor permitted under ch441, a chiropractor 448.50(4) (a) 1. Examining, evaluating, or testing
licensedunder ch. 446, a dentist licensed under ch. 447, individualswith mechanical, physiological, develop
aphysician, physician assistant, podiatrist, physicat ther mental impairments, functionalimitations related to
apist,physical therapisssistantpccupational therapist, physicalmovement and mobilifydisabilities, or other
or occupational therapy assistant licensed under ch. 448movement-relatetiealthconditions, in order to deter
a person practicing Christian Science treatment, an mineadiagnosis, prognosis, or plan of therapeutic inter
optometrist licensed under ch. 449, a psychologist ventionor to assess the ongoindesfts of intervention.
licensedunder ch. 455, a partnership thereof, a corpora In this subdivision, “testing” means using standardized
tion or limited liability company thereof that provides methodsortechniques for gathering data about a patient.
healthcare services, an operational cooperative sickness 2. Alleviating impairments or functional limitations
careplan oganized under ss. 185.981 to 185.985 that by instructing patients or designing, implementing, or

directly providesservices through salaried employees in
its own facility, or a home health agen@s defined in s.
50.49(1) (a).

SECTION 6. 252.14 (1) (ar) 4e. of the statutes is
amendedo read:

252.14(1) (ar) 4e. A physical therapist physical
therapistassistanticensed under subch. 11l of ch. 448.

SECTION 7. 440.08(2) (a) 57m. of the statutes is
createdo read:

440.08(2) (a) 57m. Physical therapist assistant:
Novemberl of each odd—numbered year; $44.

SecTION 7m. 446.02 (10) of the statutes is repealed.

SecTioN 8. 448.50 (1m) othe statutes is created to
read:

448.50(1m) “Business entity” has the meaning given
in's. 452.01 (3)).

SecTioN 9. 448.50 (1r) of the statutes is created to
read:

448.50(1r) “Diagnosis” means a judgment that is

modifying therapeutic interventions.

3. Reducing the risk of injurympairment, fune
tional limitation, or disability including by promoting or
maintainingfitness, health, or quality of life in all age
populations.

4. Engaging in administration, consultation, or
researchhat isrelated to any activity specified in subds.
1.to 3.

SECTION 12m. 448.50 (4) (b) of the statutes is created
toread:

448.50(4) (b) “Physical therapy” does not include
using roentgen rays oradium for any purpose, using
electricityfor sugical purposes, including cauterization,
or prescribing drugs or devices.

SecTioN 13. 448.50(5) of the statutes is created to
read:

448.50(5) “Sexual misconduct with a patient” means
any of the following:

(a) Engaging in or soliciting a consensual or norcon

madeafter examining the neuromusculoskeletal system sensuakexual relationship with a patient.

or evaluating or studying its symptoms and that utilizes

(b) Making sexual advances toward, requesting

the techniques and science of physical therapy for the sexualfavors from, or engaging in other verbal conduct

purposeof establishing a plan of therapeutic interven

or physical contact of a sexual nature with a patient.
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(c) Intentionally viewing a completely or partially 448.51(2) (b) Except as provided inp#éc) s. 448.52
disrobedpatient during thecourse of treatment if the (2m), no person may claim to render physical therapy or
viewing s not related to diagnosis or treatment. physiotherapyservicesunless the person is licensed as a

SecTioN 14. 448.50(6) of the statutes is created to physicaltherapistunder this subchapter
read: SecTioN 19e. 44851 (2) (c) of the statutes is

448.50(6) “Therapeutic intervention” means the repealed.
purposefuland skilled interaction between a physical SeEcTioN 19m. 448.52 (intro.) of the statutes
therapist, patient, and, if appropriate, individuals renumberedi48.52 (1m) (intro.) and amended to read:
involvedin the patiens care, using physical therapy pro 448.52(1m) (intro.) A license is not required under
ceduresor techniques that are intended to produce this subchapter for any of the following, if the person
changesn the patiens condition and that are consistent doesnot claim to render physical therapy or physiother

with diagnosis and prognosis. apy services-as-prohibited-unders.-448.51 (2) (b)
SEcTION 15. 448.51 (1) of the statutes is amended SECTION 19s. 448.52 (1) and (2) of the statutes are
read: renumberedi48.52 (1m) (a) and (b).

SecTioN 19v. 448.52(2m) of the statutes is created

448.52(2m) A license is not required under this sub
chapterfor any of the following:

AR e (a) Except as provided in pafb), a chiropractor
letters'PT. ; PF-0rR orany-othertile letters  jicansedunder ch. 446 claiming to render physical ther

%d%signaﬂen%#ﬂemepresem&epmaﬁendrt&represen% ; ; ; ;
. ; X py,if the physical therapy is provided by a phystbak
the person-as-a-physical-therapistless the person is apistemployed by the chiropractor

licensedas a physical therapishder this subchapter (b) A chiro : L
. practor licensednder ch. 446 claiming to
SecTION 16. 448.51 (1e) of the statutéescreated to renderphysical therapy modality services.

read: :
. . SecTioN 20. 448.52 (3) of the statutes is repealed.
448.51(1¢) No person may designate himselher SEcTION 21c. 448.52 (4) of the statutes is renrum

self asa physical therapist or use or assume the title bered448.52 (1m) (c) and amended to read:

“physical therapist,” “physiotherapist,” “physicdher . .
apy technician,” “licensedphysical therapist,” “regis . 448.‘ 5?(1m) (©) A physical 'thgrapy studemp,tagtm
teredphysical therapist,” “mastef physical therapy ing assisting a thsu_:al theramgt n the practicpfyist .
“masterof science in physical therapyr “doctorate in pal therapv.or a DhVSlgaI f[heraolst a_SS|stant s_,tudent-assst
physicaltherapy’ or append to the persamame the let ing a physical therapist in per_formlnq D_hvsmal_th_erapy
ters “P.T.” “PT.T.” “LPT.” “RPT.” “M.P.T.” proceduresand related tasks, 'f. the as&ggncm&m
“M.S.P.T.,” or “D.RT.,” or any other title, letters, or des the scope of the studesteducation or trammg:
ignationwhich represents or may tend to represent the,  StCTION 21h. 448.52 (5) of the statutes is renum
personas a physical therapist, unleie person is  Pered448.52 (1m) (d). _

licensedas a physical therapist under this subchapter SECTION 21p. 448.522 of the statutes is created to

SecTion 17. 448.51 (1s) of the statutescreated o~ '€ad: _ _ , _
read: 448.522 Manipulation services. A physical thera

448.51(1s) No person may designate himself or-her pist may not clair_n t_hat any manipulatio_n servic_e tha_t he
self as a physical therapist assistant, use or assume th8" She provides is in any manner a chiropractic adjust
title “physical therapist assistant,” or append toptee mentthat is employed to correct a splnal_subluxatlon.
son’sname the letters “PA.” or any other title, letters, SEcTION 21t. 448.525 of the statutes is repealed.
or designation that represents or may tend to represent the SECTION 22. 448.527 of the statutes is created to read:
persomasa physical therapist assistant unless the person  448.527 Codeof ethics. The afiliated credentialing
is licensed as physical therapist assistant under this sub boardshall promulgate rules establishing a code of ethics

” o«

chapter. governingthe professional conduof physical therapists
SecTioN 18. 448.51 (2) (a) of the statutes is amended andphysical therapist assistants.

toread: SecTioN 23. 448.53 (1) (f) of the statutes is created
448.51(2) (a) In this subsection, “advertisement” to read:

includesadvertisements that appear on outdoor signs, 448.531) (f) If the person was educated gtigysical

print or electronic media, and in material mailed to a per therapyschool that is not ithe United States, the person

sonother than a patient, cliery prospective patient or  satisfiesany additionatequirements for demonstrating

clientwho has requested the material. competencéo practice physical therapy that théliaf
SecTioN 19. 448.51 (2) (b) of the statutes is amended atedcredentialing board may establish by rule.

toread: SecTION 24. 448.535 of the statutes is created to read:
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448.535 Licensure of physical therapist assistants.
(1) The dfiliated credentialing board shall grant a license

asa physical therapist assistant to a person who does all

of the following:

(&) Submits an application for the licenseth®
departmenbn a form provided by the department.

(b) Pays the fee specified in s. 440.05 (1).

(c) Subjectto ss.11.321, 11.322, and 11.335, sub
mits evidence satisfactory to thdibéted credentialing

_4_
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tion of the afiliated credentialing board, thae or she
satisfiesthe requirements under s. 448.53 (3).
SECTION 29. 448.55 (2) of the statutes is amentizd
read:

448.55(2) Therenewal dates for licenses granted
under this subchapterother than temporary licenses
grantedunder rules promulgated under s. 448.53 (2), are
specifiedunder s. 440.08 (2) (a). Renewal applications
shallbe submitted to the department on a form provided

boardthat the applicant does not have an arrest or convic py the department and shall include the renewal fee spe

tion record.

(d) Submits evidence satisfactory to thfiliated
credentialingooard that the applicant is a graduate of
physicaltherapist assistant educational program aecred
ited by an agency that is approved by thidiafed cre
dentialingboard.

(e) Passes an examination under s. 448.54.

(2) The afiliated credentialing board may waiwe
requirementinder sub. (1) (Br (e), or both, for an appli
cantwho establishes to the satisfactimithe afiliated
credentialingboardthat he or she is licensed as a physical
therapistassistant by another licensing jurisdiction in the
United States. The afiliated credentialing board shall
promulgaterules for granting a waiver under this subsec
tion. The rules may require an applicant to satisfy-addi
tional requirements as a condition franting a waiver

SeCTION 25. 448.54 (1) of the statutes is amentted
read:

448.54(1) The afiliated credentialing board shall
conductor arrangdor examinations for physical thera
pist and physical therapist assistditensure at least
semiannuallyand at times and places determinedhwzy
affiliated credentialing board.

SECTION 26. 448.54 (2) of the statutes is renumbered
448.54(2) (a) and amended to read:

448.54 (2) (a) Exceptas provided in sub. (3),
examinationdor physical therapist licensushall con
sistof written or oral tests, or both, requiring applicants
to demonstrateaninimum competency in subjects sub
stantiallyrelated to the practice of physical therapy

SECTION 27. 448.54 (2) (b)f the statutes is created
to read:

448.54(2) (b) Examinations for physical therapist
assistanlicensure shall consist of written or oral tests, or
both, requiringapplicants to demonstrate minimum eom
petencyin the technical application of physidakerapy
services.

SECTION 28. 448.54 (3) of the statutes is amentizd
read:

448.54(3) FheNotwithstanding s. 448.53 (1) (f), the
affiliated credentialing board may noéquire an appli
cant for physical therapist licensur® take an oral
examinatioror an examination to test proficiency in the

cified in s. 440.082) (a)_and proof of compliance with
the requirementsestablished in any rules promulgated
undersub. (3)

SecTioN 30. 448.55(3) of the statutes is created to
read:

448.55(3) The dfiliated credentialing board shall
promulgaterules that require an applicant for renewal of
a license to demonstrate continued competence as a
physicaltherapist or physical therapist assistant.

SecTioN 31. 448.56 (1m) of the statutes is created
read:

448.56(1m) Duty 1O REFER. (@) A physical thera
pistshall refer a patient to an appropriate health care prac
titioner if the physical therapist hasasonable cause to
believe that symptomsor conditions are present that
require services beyond the scope of the practi€e
physicaltherapy

(b) The afiliated credentialing board shall promul
gaterules establishinghe requirements that a physical
therapistmust satisfy if a physician, chiropracgtdentist,
or podiatrist makes a written referral under sub. e
purposeof the rules shall be to ensure continuity of care
betweerthe physical therapist and the health care practi
tioner.

SecTiON 32. 448.56(4) of the statutes is created to
read:

448.56(4) ResponsiBILITY. A physical therapisis
responsibldor managing all aspects thfe physical ther
apy care of each patient under his or her care.

SecTioN 33. 448.56(5) of the statutes is created to
read:

448.56(5) PrTIENT RECORDS. A physical therapist
shall create and maintaia patient record for every
patientthe physical therapist examines or treats.

SecTion 35. 448.565 of the statutes is created to read:

448.565 Complaints. The afiliated credentialing
boardshall promulgate rules establishing procedures and
requirementgor filing complaints against licensees and
shallpublicize the procedures and requirements.

SecTION 36. 448.567 of the statutes is created to read:

448.567 Performance audits. The dfiliated creden
tialing board shall promulgate rules that requiresfib-

Englishlanguage for the sole reason that the applicantatedcredentialing board on a periodiasis to conduct

waseducated at a physical therapy school that is rtbein
United States if thepplicant establishes, to the satisfac

performanceself-audits ofits activities under this sub
chapter.
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SecTION 37. 448.57 (2) (am) of the statutes is created
to read:
448.57(2) (am) Interfered with an investigation or

_5_
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SECTION 46. 448.57(5) of the statutes is created to
read:
448.57(5) The afiliated credentialing board may

disciplinaryproceeding by using threats, harassment, or reportfinal disciplinary action taken agairesticensee to

intentionalmisrepresentation of facts.

SecTION 38. 448.57 (2) (b) of the statutes is amended
to read:

448.57(2) (b) Subject to s€111.321, 11.322,and
111.335been convicted of anfehse the circumstances
of which substantially relate to the practice of physical
therapyor assisting in the practice of physical therapy

SecTioN 39. 448.57 (2) (bm) of the statutes is created
to read:

448.57(2) (bm) Been adjudicated mentally incompe
tentby a court.

SecTioN 40. 448.57 (2) (e) of the statutes is amended
to read:

448.57(2) (e) Subject to ss.11.321, 11.322,and
111.34, practiced or assisted in the practi€physical
therapywhile the applicans or licensea' ability to prae
tice or assistvas impaired by alcohol or other drugs.

SecTioN 41. 448.57 (2) (f) of the statutesasnended
to read:

448.57(2) (f) Engaged in unprofessional or unethical
conductin violation of the code oéthics established in
therules promulgated under s. 448.527

SECTION 42. 448.57 (2) (fm) of the statutesdseated
to read:

448.57(2) (fm) Engaged in sexual miscondudth
apatient.

SeECTION 43. 448.57 (2) (g) of the statutes is amended
to read:

448.57(2) (g) Engaged in conduct while practicing
or assisting irthe practice ophysical therapy which evi
dencesa lackof knowledge or ability to apply profes
sionalprinciples or skills.

SecTION 44. 448.57(3) of the statutes is created to
read:

448.57(3) (a) A licensee may voluntarily surrender
his or her license to the fidfated credentialing board,
which may refuse to accept the surrender if thidiated
credentialingooard has received allegationsuofprofes
sionalconduct against the license&he afiliated cre
dentialingboard may negotiate stipulationsconsider
ation for accepting the surrender of licenses.

(b) The afiliated credentialing board may restore a
licensethat has been voluntarily surrendered under par
(a) on such terms and conditions as it considers appropri
ate.

SecTION 45. 448.57(4) of the statutes is created to
read:

448.57(4) The afiliated credentialing board shall

any national database that includes information about
disciplinaryaction taken against health care profession
als.

SecTioN 47. 450.10 (3) (a) 5. of the statutes is
amendedo read:

450.10(3) (a) 5. A physician, physician assistant,
podiatrist,physical therapisbhysical therapist assistant,
occupationatherapistor occupational therapy assistant
licensedunder ch. 448.

SecTION 48. Nonstatutory provisions.

(1) PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT LICENSES. Not-
withstanding section 448.5351) of the statutes, as
createdoy this act, the physic#therapists diliated cre
dentialingboard shall grant a physical therapist assistant
licenseunder section 448.535 (1) of the statutes, as
createdby this act, to an individual who, not later than the
first day ofthe 24th month beginning after thdéeetive
date of this subsection, does all of the following:

(a) Pays the fee specified in section 440.05 (1) of the
statutes.

(b) Subject to sectiondl1.321, 11.322, and 11.335
of the statutes, submits evidence satisfactory to the-physi
caltherapistsaffiliated credentialing board that he or she
doesnot have an arrest or conviction record.

(c) Provides evidence satisfactory to the physical
therapistsfiliated credentialing board that he or dtaes
graduatedrom an accredited physical therapist assistant
program.

(d) Provides evidence satisfactory to the physical
therapistsaffiliated credentialing board that, during at
least2 years of the 5—year period immediately preceding
theeffective date of this paragraph, he or she was aphysi
cal therapist assistant, as defined in section 448.52 (3),
1999 stats., assisting a physical therapist in practice
underthe general supervision of a physical therapist as
specifiedin the rules promulgated under section 448.52
(3), 1999 stats.

(e) Passes an examination conducted or arranged by
the physical therapists filfated credentialing board, on
statelaws and administrative ruleslating to physical
therapy.

(f) Submits letters of recommendation from 2 physi
cal therapists licensednder subchapter Ill of chapter
448 of thestatutes who have personal knowledge of the
individual’s activities in assisting a physical therapist in
practice.

(2) INITIAL PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT MEMBER.
Notwithstanding the length of term specified in section

prepareand disseminate to the public an annual report 15.406(1) (intro.) of the statutes, the initial term of the

that describes final disciplinanaction taken against
licenseegluring the preceding year

physicaltherapist assistant member of the physical thera
pistsaffiliated credentialing board appointed under-sec
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tion 15.406 (1) (am) of the statutes, as created by this acttion, except as follows:

shallexpire on July 1, 2007. (1) SEcTion48 (1) of this act takes &dct on the day
SecTioN 49. Effective dates. This acttakes dect on after publication.

thefirst dayof the 24th month beginning after publica




