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The text of Engrossegil/ﬁ)ﬁ&)f ssembly B111 105 consists of the bill, as passed by \
the assembly on March-46771999, as affected by the following documents-adojited in

the assembly opnMérch 2, 1999: Assembly W part 2, item 3. only)
\.and 9,
(/ Content of Engrassed. 1999 Assembly Bill 105:. -~
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Un&er’-eu-men.t,,la_w referenda.. a;e@axthomzed?yorwnequlred to be held by local
governments under various laws for various purposes. In some cases, these )

s /* s —>




o x Ww N =

o =N o

©

10
11
12

1999 — 2000 Legislature -2 LRB-2588/1
\ JTK:jlg:ch
ENGROSSED ASSEMBLY BILL 105

e 1 . ol 4 o 8 L P AR5 0 ke g5
T S s

s et YN

RS

Sen,

/,réfé?énda are authorized or required to be held at special elections when no office

appear on the ballot. In most cases, there is no limitation upon the frequency that
stions relating to the same subject matter may be submitted.

This bill provides that, unless a more restrictive limitation applies currently,
a referen by a local government may only be held concurrently with the spring
primary (held ost election districts in each year), the spring election (held in each
year), or on the 2nd Tuegday in September or the first Tuesday after the first-Mofiday
in November of an odd-—n mbered year (no election is currentigﬁﬂheld*on those dates),
the September primary (held imeach even—numbered year)sT general election (held
in each even—numbered year). Ho%aw a state referendum appeal
board consisting of four members appoinfadsby the elections board, including one

individual designated by each of thdgjelf 6wing: thesenate maj ority leader, the senate
minority leader, the speaker ofi€ assembly and t}slz%mm%léy,;ninority leader. The
board is empowered to B,emffff alocal government to hold are dum on a date that
is not otherwise perniitted if the board finds, with the concurreﬁc?é“(rtl{least three

members, that-sh emergency exists which requires the referendum to beheld on a
date that.isnot otherwise permitted. A

Me bill applies to all referenda, including referenda concerning direc M««f“l

slation (initiative)in-eities-and-villages '

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 7.15 (2) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.15 (2) (d) Whenever the governing body of any municipality submits any
question to a vote of the electors or whenever a proper recall petition and certificate
are filed under s. 9.10, the municipal clerk shall issue a call for the election and
prepare and distribute ballots as required in the authorization of submission or as
provided in s. 9.10. The date of the referendum shall be established in accordance

v, :
with s. 8.065, and shall be fixed by the municipal clerk or board of election

commissioners unless otherwise provided by law or unless the governing body fixes
adate. The ballot for any referendum shall conform to s. 5.64 (2). Ifthere is already
an official municipal referendum ballot for the election, the question may appear on

the same ballot.

SECTION 2. 8.05 (3) (d) and (e) of the statutes are amended to read:
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8.05 (3) (d) The question of adoption of the nonpartisan primary under this

subsection may be submitted to the electors at any regular election al?ﬁhorized under
S
s. 8.065 held in the town i i . When a
y-e< 9:!’3 Y V’()»J?““ N 6t Tle VlcS\nfc(w*‘ ¥ e p/swz‘t 'y
pet1t10n)kconform1ng tothe requirements of's. 8.40 signed by at least 20 electors of the
48 Provid Jed 1w =, © AT
town is filed with the town clerk)gd[}qgeatm%the question shall be submitted to a

vote.

(e) Petltlons reguestlng a vote on the question at a regular town election shall
w & Leordamee with S, §,27
be ﬁled}io lateéT than 5 p.m. the last Tuesday in February. When the petition is filed,

the clerk shall check its sufficiency. %ethenaba-reg:lﬂa%er—speelal-eleetwn_the The
clerk shall give separate notice by one publication in a newspaper at least 5 days

before the election.
SECTION 3. 8.06 of the statutes is amended to read:
8.06 Special elections may be called. Towns, cities, villages and school

districts may call special elections for any purpose whenever such action is

authorized or required by law. If an election is called for a special referendum, the
election shall be called and noticed under as provided in s. 8.55.

SECTION 4. 8.065 of the statutes is crcated to read:

8.065 Scheduling of referenda. (1) In this section, “local governmental

” has the meaning given in s. 16.97 (7).

O e
,,,ga»-‘rw""" a

referendum héfd’by»anxlgiaifovernmental umtrath"é'fygauthorlzed or required by
law to hold a referendum may pﬁehel@ the date of the spring primary, spring

electlon September prlmary or general election, or on tﬁ“?‘meuegd%September

comrs
)

e 1, -
e ——

<""or the Tuesday after the first Monday in November of an odd-numbered year. .~ /

W"*(?)"‘U’“Tess otherwises required by law or unless authorized under “sub. (3); A

R ————
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1 S (3;&1(; ;iec;‘i ;):rernrr;entai 1rn1t w1shes torhelad"awsr)‘ec1al referendum onada

2 ; thaﬁ‘is\got concurrent with an election specified in s. 5.02 (5), (18), (21) or (22) or on’

31 a date otﬁe\r\than the 2nd Tuesday in September or the first Tuesday after the ﬁrst

44 Monday in November. of an odd—numbered year, the local governmental unit mal

5 3 petition the referendum appe\l board for a determination that an emer geri(fy/@g}s{:

6 i with respect to a particular ques}l‘bq\ The referendum appeal b afd/éi;lll mak%

7 E determination within 10 days after receipt-af a pe&l:frgp@o subsection. If ﬁéhe

8 referendum appeal board finds, with the co CrTe e of at least 3 members, that .%m

9 emergency exists which requir(es;é/@{eilal referend 7to be held by a loc%l
10 governmental unit on afdat’éﬁ»ilat 1s not concurrent with an elé ion specified in s\‘\
11 g 5.02 (5), (18), (21) or (Zé) or on a date other than the 2nd Tuesday in tember or"!
12 ; the first Ty /,es’éay after the first Monday in November of an odd—numbered year, the
13 ‘ Egg_pd may permit a referendum relating to the question specified in the petition to T
14 0be held on a date determinme.dvbym«thelocal“”g‘(ive”i‘”"nfﬁ"’e*ﬁt‘a:'l“unitr'-'--'w~-~--~ e
15 SECTION 5. 9.20 (4) of the statutes is‘amended to read:
16 9;20 (4) The common council or village board shall, without alteration, either
17 pass the ordinance or resolution within 30 days following the date of the clerk’s final
18 certificate, or submit it to the electors at the next spring er-general election
19 authorized under s. 8.065, if the election is more than 6 weeks after the date of the
20 council’s or board’s action on the petition or the expiration of the 30—day period,
21 whichever first occurs. If there are 6 weeks or less before the election, the ordinance
22 or resolution shall be voted on at the next election authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or
23 an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) thereafter. The-council or-board by-a
24

25
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/\‘9,, 2 ttached boards: (2) REFERENDUM APPEAL BOARD. There 1?\
crgé?e&a xeferendum appeal board which is attached to the electlons board under
e,

6 s. 15.03. The board’ shallhcagcr_‘l\s‘}st of 4 members gp,,pomtéﬂ by the electlons board,

—

including one individual des1gnated.fb“§?’*e“ackf the following: the senate majority
""-'«,

leader, the senate /morfty leader, the speaker of the a‘gsemhllgx-:l the assembly

ygﬁ ader. In case of an absence or temporary vacancy, the ofﬁcZ?&?&gnatmg

that member may serve as a member of the board. Members of the board shall servj

12 SECTION 7. 24.66 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

13 24.66 (3) (b) For long—term loans by unified school districts. Every application
14 for a loan, the required repayment of which exceeds 10 years, shall be approved and
15 authorized for a unified school district by a majority vote of the members of the school
16 board at a regular or special meeting of the school board. Every vote so required shall
17 be by ayes and noes duly recorded. In addition, the application shall be approved for
18 a unified school district by a majority vote of the electors of the school district at a
19 speeial-election referendum as provided under sub. (4).

20 SECTION 8. 24.66 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

21 24.66 (4) POPULAR VOTE, WHEN REQUIRED. If any municipality is not empowered
22 by law to incur indebtedness for a particular purpose without ﬁfst submitting the
23 question to its electors, the application for a state trust fund loan for that purpose
24 must be approved and authorized by a majority vote of the electors af a speeral

25 election feferendum called; in accordance with s. 8.065, and noticed and held in the
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o5 hpo lfﬁtf’jffy‘ Shyf s é// 2
“The g prou b
@ manner provided for other special-elections referenda.) The notice of the election j’-‘ -
2 referendum shall state the amount Qf the proposed loan and the purpose for which E, 27
3 it will be used.
4 SECTION 9. 32.72 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
5 32.72 (1) Sections 32.50 to 32.71 do not take effect in any city until the following
6 question is submitted to the electors of the city at a special-election referendum called
7 in accordance with s. 8.065 and adopted by a majority vote of the electors voting:
8 “Shall subchapter II of chapter 32, Wisconsin Statutes, be effective in the city of
9 , thus allowing the city to acquire and condemn property for street
10 widening and similar purposes, financed through assessments of benefits and
@D damages?”. KTD/\.Q OOM =t B 5;!«41{.,} fee ‘F\[@@ =X ()m vidlad 1o g, $627.
//l;'\/ S12 ' SECTION 710. 59.(-).8 7(7 ) (;)?f the statutes is amended to read:
’ ‘ 59.08 (7) (b) The question of the consolidation of the counties shall be submitted

to the voters at the next election authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or an election
15 authorized under s. 8.065 !31 to be held on the-first Tuesday-in-April or the next

16 mgula%eleebienrer—atﬁa—speeiai—eleeﬁen—te-be—held—e;)ra date specified in the order

[ :
17 which shall be no sooner than 45 days aﬁerEWate of the L([)rder issued

j: e
18 under par. (a), which day date shall be the same in each of the counfies proposing to

\:\,\
%
G

14
consolidate. A copy of the order shall be filed with the QQ% clerk of each of the
ﬁ agP,O"J“/’{:f’{fﬂ ;,8 57
2 /countie; % uestiono nsolidati

~S =
?‘i %3 ) SECTION 11. 6_‘%;2 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:
Y\SW /
(\ Z; 60.62 (2) If the county in which the town is located has enacted a zoning

5 ordinance under s. 59.69, the exercise of the authority under sub. (1) is subject to

155 o o et it e b
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approval by the town meeting or by a referendum vote of the electors of the town to

be held
’]\,\,Q PareSipn (“g/ Tlre fe1endwi

=

60.74 (5) (b) A petition conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 signed by
qualified electors of the district equal to at least 20% of the vote cast for governor in
the district at the last gubernatorlal electi 10}1 requesting a cha e to appointment

Tl pelnim Sheld be /e as Provcled Gy =, €27,
of commissioners, may be submitted to the town board, subject to sub (5m) (a /JUpon

receipt of the petition, the town board shall submit the question to a referendum at

the next regular spring election ergeneral election;or shall eall a special election for
that-purpese authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or an electf1on author1zed under S. 8 065

shall count the votes and submit a statement of the results to the commission. The
commission shall canvass the results of the election and certify the results to the
town board which has authority to appoint commissioners.
 SkcTION 13. 61.187 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
61.187 (1) PROCEDURE. Whenever a petition conforming to the requirements
of s. 8.40, signed by at least one-third as many electors of any village as voted for

s.

village officers at the nfxy pry cedln electlonp therefor, shall be presented to the
‘€ rJ\!/l[ -{‘fi ':-‘ &)j‘ \*E?J
village board praymg for dlssolutlon of the village corporation, such board shall

submit to the electors of such village, for determination by ballot in substantially the

sl &ypeee
manner provided by ss. 5.64 (2) and 10.02, at

called-by them-for that-purpese the next election authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or an

election aﬁthoriied under s. 8.065 (3) to be held not sooner than 45 days after

presentation of the petition, the question whether or not such village corporation
shall be dissolved.

SECTION 12. 60.74 (5) (b) of the statutes is amended to reéd ": (‘:f’, &7,
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SECTION 14. 61.46 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

61.46 (1) GENERAL; LIMITATION. The village board shall, on or before December
15 in each year, by resolution to be entered of record, determine the amount of
corporation taxes to be levied and assessed on the taxable property in such village
for the current year. Before levying any tax for any specified purpose, exceeding one
percent of the assessed valuation aforesaid, the village board shall, and in all other

cases may in its discretion, submit the question of levying the same to the village

electors at anygeneral-er-special the next election authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or

a newspaper published in the village, if any, and if there is none, then by posting

notices in 3 public places in said village, setting forth in such notices the object and

purposes for whic such taxes are to be raised and the amount of the ro osed
&5\’0‘ Sb\ﬁé@{ AL "7) SN 25 6?‘:, \\,/Ld:‘é’ p p

= SECTION 15. 62.09 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read

62.09 (1) (a) The officers shall be a mayor, treasurer, clerk, comptroller,
attorney, engineer, one or more assessors unless the city is assessed by a county
assessor under s. 70.99, one or more constables as determined by the common
council, a local health officer, as defined in s. 250.01 (5), or local board of health, as
defined in s. 250.01 (3), street commissioner, board of police and fire commissioners
except in cities where not applicable, chief of police, chief of the fire department,
board of public works, 2 alderpersons from each aldermanic district, and such other
officers or boards as are created by law or b tC}ple cqlu‘nlcil. If one alderperson from each

N4

aldermanic district is provided under s|&#%818 (1), the council may, by ordinance

adopted by a two—thirds vote of all its members and approved by the electors at a
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general-orspeeial any election authorized under s. 8.065, provide that there shall be
2 alderpersons from each aldermanic district.

SECTION 16. 64.03 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

64.03 (1) Every ordinance or resolution for the adoption of ss. 64.01 to 64.15,
and every petition for a speeial-election referendum on the same, shall state the
number of members of which the council herein provided for shall be composed, the
term of office of its members, which term shall not exceed 2 years, whether they shall
be nominated and elected from aldermanic districts or from the city at large, and the

compensation, if any, which they shall receive. WM

SECTION 17. 64.39 (3) of the statutes is a ded to read:

64.39 (3) Upon filing such petition, e mayor shall, by proclamation, submit
the questions prescribed in sub. (1) at‘4-speeial the next election authorized under

8. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (8) to be held at-a time-specified

therein-and within2-menths not sooner than 45 days after such petition is filed. The
election upon such question shall be conducted, the vote canvassed, and the result

declared in the same manner as provided by law for other city elections.

Zacnolte)
SECTION 18. X&G&Q& (8) of the statutes is amended to read:
(o (o OOV
"v6'6“‘(‘) IA(S) | charter ordinance enacted or

EV) s
approved by a vote of the electors s‘libh\;{fim;oh/andupr‘evaﬂ,jover any prior or
T

subsequent act of the legislative body of the city or village. Wkﬁrfe\;er/‘the electors
of any city or village by a majority vote have adopted or determined to continue to
operate under either ch. 62 or 64, or have determined the method of selection of
members of the governing board, the questlon shall not again be submitted to the
electors, nor action taken ﬁ/hgrganjwnhln a per?;é@;' ;) ggars Any election to change

or amend the charter of any city or village, other than ‘a—speeial an election as -~
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1 provided-in called under s. 9.20 (4), shall be held at the time provided by statute for

&) holding the spring election.
- S it A

SECTION 19. GGZU%JZm) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

S 1A
% 2m) (b) Ifa referendum is to be held on a resolutlon the mumclpal
Uil e e dolhing ac rowded 1a5.8,%) anl (hall

governing body shall d1rect the municipal clerk to eall-a—special-election-for-the
purpose—of submitting submit the resolution to the electors for approval of the

electors at a referendum

10‘ called in accordance with s. 8.065.

N (y4)  SECTION 20. W (1) (c) of the statutes is amended to read /7 i/
. um 'Ly S / (/ } W ..t “Fay ‘-:"}(.( “{"’/ e

0:0
5&%}(1) (© E@m}lerdmance sHatd ABALIVH untll 60 day fter p assage

sa
% C {} x}':" , < /\ J
and publication unless sooner approved by a referendum. Within Hhatime electors

’L O £y 7
1in number to%@mﬁt of those voting at the last regular mun1c1pa' elec!lon
, (6questing 16y

Zaveferendum. Th Ezfeﬁaﬁd shall be in writing and filed with the clerkzl‘

\

Each s1gner shall state his or her pﬂy&p«fbﬁty@ﬁ/ residence and signatures shall be

verlﬁed by the affidavit of an elector. The referendum shall be held at the next

3

regular—mun&erpal electlon—er—at—a—speeial—eleetien—within—gg-dayseﬁthe author1zed

under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8. 065 3) to be held not sooner

P Nepw TThe
than 45 days after filing of the &%mend\—and.—shel f dinance W ot Bﬁmﬂe&m
Aol @ becs

Ma
’GQ’S‘
S\unless approved by a majority of the votes cast Wb&o@Thls para agh s&@g

i
apply to extensions by a utility previously franchised by the Vlllage or c1t§r’,\ or “”*’f 4

e

SECTION 21.-66:075(5) of the statutes is amended to read: T l
I o \
66.075 (5) The -,4,_- section shall apply only to suehrcbunties, citics, |

n\;

d towns as shall have adopted the sanie at any general or mun1c1pal)

ittt

/‘"». e / % % ;2 -"é —
. 7 af:_,/!x/\ G D 9”»@”4 ds C‘ i "’;’ L a
T o e g s s =)
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election at’which the questlon of the establishment of such county or municipa

™

slahghte\rhiuse shall have been submitted to the voters ofiWﬂlage \
, |
or town. Slﬁbqugstion shall, upon the filing of a}gb' on conforming to the

requirements of s. 8.40 by éleetors of such c mﬁ city, village or town equal in

number to at least 10% of all the vo m{‘fih county, city, village or town for

general election, be ;ahni ted to the electors of such

, and if a majority of votes cast shall be in favor of the

e
1 establishment of such slaughterhouse, the provisions of this section shall apply to
\

“such county, city, village-ortewnt - —

€& 0921
SECTION 22. K#z50M4 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

0%
%«%ﬁm}(z) FACILITIES AUTHORIZED. A municipality may enter into a joint
contract with a nonprofit corporation organized for civic purposes and located in the

municipality to construct or otherwise acquire, equip, furnish, operate and maintain

a facility to be used for municipal and civic activities if a majority of the voters voting

in a referendum at as

- O avauba¥e aa action-or-Santamhe
I3 - b1o - s c J ° -

primary-or-general an election authorized under s. 8.065 approve the question of

entering into the joint contract.
6k, 11072
SECTION 23. 66531 (10) (d) of the statutes is amended to read
%@5&1,(10) (d) The governing body may issue bonds under this section without
submitting the proposition to the electors of the municipality for approval unless
within 30 days from the date of publication of notice of adoption of the initial
L

resolution for such bonds, a petition conforming to the réequirements of s. 8.40; and

signed by a number of electors of the municipality equal to not less than 5% of the

\

|
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1 registered electors ofthe-munieipality, or, if there is no registration of electors in the

2 municipality, by 10% of the number of electors of the municipality voting for the office

of governor at the last general election as determined under s. 115. 01 (18), is filed
Cland = 5 fé avided e <, (3 3 ?
with the clerk of the municipalit \requesting a referendum upon the question of the

issuance of the bonds. If such a petition is filed, the bonds M/@w ssued until d
e welevenadum
approved by a majority of the electors of the municipality voting ﬂ/h/efk.eom&at a general

or-special election refere

endum called i in accordance with s. 8.065.

i e — I E———

SECTION 24. ﬁﬁg (3) (a) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

q.60%
7§64H7\g3) (a) 1. Ifthe governing body of a county wishes to exceed the operating

levy rate limit otherwise applicable to the county under this section, it shall adopt
a resolution to that effect. The resolution shall specify either the operating levy rate << E
or the operating levy that the governing body wishes to impose for either a specified \

number of years or an indefinite period. The governing body shall eall-a speeial

speeify-that provide for the referendum to be held at the next suceeeding spring \
17 primary or election-or September primary or general election to-be held authorized

18 under s. 8. 065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) that occurs not earlier )

""‘\

\@ than @ﬁays after the adopt Qb n of the resol tion of the governing body. TV\* ey W] b 1 ‘)
“D;\;i & e fi‘ﬁ peSalyt

Svbai el o 0 olellivs s P :)(" {5, =3 }1‘ ,
2 A\SEWA’“(il«Of the*statutes*r&amendedvtoTea'd“’W*“‘\ — )

)

21 66.94 (4) MKNNE&QE;\\(\)PT oN. This section may be adopted by any. city, v111age
22 or town within the metropol

dlsmjtjg-%gjollwf“w manner The govermngbody

23 of any municipality, by ordihgngé passed at leas?S@»d@ S pI‘lOI‘ to submission of the

0N, Ma P \
ion, may direct that the question of the adoption of this sectl'onb&submlt )
..‘:‘ ‘ ’-\

ZK to the electors therein at any geneiﬂal,—spee}al,—ﬁdie}a-l—er—loeal election authorized
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e-clerk of sich municipality or the election commission of any city

/ ofthe first class shall thereupon submit the question to popular vote. Publig:&;;otice

of the election shall be given in the same manner as in case of a lar municipal

election except that such notice shall be published or posted at least 20 days prior to

e

the election. If a majority of those %@{):\the question vote in the affirmative
thereon, this section shall be adpptﬁi in suchnpunicipality. The proposition on the

ballot to be used at such-election shall be in substait ially the following form:

Shall sectich 66.94 of the Wisconsin statutes which

ates a metropolitan
itauthority for ownership and operation of a public mass transportation system

the metropolitan district be adopted? - >

e

—YESQ NoQ

SECTION 26. 67.05 (4) and (5) of the statutes are amended to read:

67.05 (4) PERMISSIVE REFERENDUM IN COUNTIES. If a county board adopts an
initial resolution for an issue of county bonds to provide for the original construction
or for the improvément and maintenance of highways, to provide railroad aid, or to
construct, acquire or maintain, or to aid in constructing, acquiring or maintaining
a bridge over or across any stream or other body of water bordering upon or
intersecting any part of the county, the county clerk is not required to submit the
resolution for approval to the electors of the county at a special election referendum
unless within 30 days after the adoption thereofthere is filed with the clerk a petition
conforming to the requiremehts of's. 8.40 and requesting such submission, signed by
electors numbering at least 10% of the votes cast in the county for governor at the
last general election. If a petition is filed, the question submitted shall be whether

the resolution shall be or shall not be approved. No such resolution of a county board
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other than those specified in this subsection need be submitted to county electors,
except as provided otherwise in sub. (7).

(5) REFERENDUM IN TOWNS, VILLAGES AND CITIES. (a) Whenever an initial
resolution has been so adopted by the governing body of a town, the clerk of the
municipality shall immecdiately record the resolution and call a speecial-election
referendum in accordance with s. 8.065 for the purpose of submitting the resolution
to the electors of the municipality for approval. This paragraph does not apply to
bonds issued to finance low—interest mortgage loans under s &C@\B@mﬂess anumber
of electors equal to at least 15% of the votes cast for governor at the last general
election in their town sign and file a petition conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40
with the town clerk requesting submission of the resolution. Whenever a number of
electors cannot be determined on the basis of reported statistics, the number shall
be determined in accordance with s. 60.74 (6). If a petition is filed, the question

submitted shall be whether the resolution shall or shall not be approved. This

paragraph is limited in its scope by sub. (7). _
(b) No city or village may issue m purposes other than for water

systems, lighting works, gas works, bridges, street lighting, street improvements,
street improvement funding, hospitals, airports, harbor improvements, river
improvements, breakwaters and protection piers, sewerage, garbage disposal,

rubbish or refuse disposal, any combination of sewage, garbage or refuse or rubbish

disposal, parks and public grounds, swimming pools and band shells @_’27

veterans housing projects, paying the municipality’s portion of the cost of abolishing
grade crossings, for the construction of police facilities and combined fire and police
safety buildings, for the purchase of sites for engine houses, for fire engines and other

equipment of the fire department, for construction of engine houses, and for pumps,



j . LRB-2588/1
§/§\ 1999 — 2000 Legislature ~15- TTK lgeh

ENGROSSED ASSEMBLY BILL 105 SECTION 26
§ 1 water mains, reservoirs and all other reasonable facilities. for fire protection
’ i 2 apparatus or equipment for fire protection, for parking lots or other parking

N\

3 facilities, for school purposes, for libraries, for buildings for the housing of machinery
4 and equipment, for acquiring and developing sites for industry and commerce as will
5 expand the municipal tax base, for financing the cost of low—interest mortgage loans
O under s. XWE’ sf:?r providing financial assistance to blight elimination, slum
N 7 clearance, community development, redevelopment and urban renewal programs

(0l 165 bl.1301 o lm mJ (pé 133 to&é 1337
\\\\i andprojectsunder)ss.hﬁﬁf.lél@ﬁto. a 4 54

3 L /
\ \3 ﬁ - for university of Wisconsin system college campuses, as defined in s. 36.05 (6m), until

\‘-:‘ the proposition for their issue for the special purpose %% has been submitted to
)11 the electors of the city or village and adopted by a majority vote. Exceptasprovided
@ under sub. (15), if the common council of any city or the Village board of ! village
PV | 18 declares its purpose toraise money by issuing bonds for any purpose other than those
W B sy
g @ Wspemﬁed it shalld ect by resolution, which shall be recorded at length in the
. (ﬁ 15 record of its proceedings, the clerk to call a specialelection referendum in accordance
@ 16 with s. 8.065 for the purpose of submitting the question of bonding to the city or
& 17 village electors. If a number of electors of a city or village equal to at least 15% of the
18 votes cast for governor at the last general election in their city or village sign and file
19 a petition conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 with the city or village clerk
20 requesting submission of the resolution, the city or village may not issue bonds for

237 -
@ financing the cost of low—interest mortgage loans under s. without-calling a
99 . . . . .

bo unless the issuance is approved

23 by the city or village electors for their appreval at a referendum called in accordance
24 with s. 8.065.

P 25 SECTION 27. 67.05 (6a) (a) 2. a. of the statutes is amended to read:
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67.05 (6a) (a) 2. a. Direct the school district clerk to call a speeial-election
referendum in accordance with s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065
3) for the purpose of submitting the resolution to the electors for approval or
rejection;er-direct-that-thereselution-be-submitted at the next regularly scheduled
primary or election permitted under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s.
8.065 (3) to be held not earlier than 45 days after the adoption of the resolution. The
resolution shall not be effective unless adopted by a majority of the school district
electors voting at the referendum.

SECTION‘ 28. 67.05 (6m) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

67.05 (6m) (b) If a referendum is to be held on an initial resolution, the district

board shall direct the technical college district secretary to call a special-election

referendum in accordance with s. 8.065 for,the purpose of submitting the initial

dluko ppace

resolution to the electors for%eﬂ approval eHejeet;}en—In—heu—ef—a

SECTION 29. 67.10 (5) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

67.10 (5) (b) Any city having veted approved the issuance of bonds at a speeial
referendum eleetion held in accordance with s. 8.065 and having sold a portion
thereof may negotiate, sell or otherwise dispose of the same in the manner provided
by statute within 9 years of the date of the election voting the same.

SECTION 30. 67.12 (12) (e) 5. of the statutes is amended to read:

67.12 (12) (e) 5. Within 10 days of the adoption by a technical college district
board of a resolution under subd. 1. to issue a promissory note for a purpose under
s. 38.16 (2), the secretary of the district board shall publish a notice of such adoption

as a class 1 notice, under ch. 985. The notice need not set forth the full contents of
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the resolution, but shall state the amount proposed to be borrowed, the method of
borrowing, the purpose thereof, that the resolution was adopted under this
subsection and the place where and the hours during which the resolution is
available for public inspection. Ifthe amount proposed to be borrowed is for building
remodeling or improvement and does not exceed $500,000 or is for movable
equipment, the district board need not submit the resolution to the electors for
approval unless, within 30 days after the publication or posting, a petition
conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 is filed with the secretary of the district
board requesting a referendum atra—speelal—eleet}en to be called for that purpose.
Such petition shall be signed by electors from each county lying wholly or partially

within the district. The number of electors from each county shall equal atleast 1.5%

of the population of the county as determined under s. 16.96 (2) (c). If a county lies ,

in more than one district, the technical college system board shall apportion the
county’s population as determined under s. 16.96 (2) (c) to the districts involved and

the petition shall be signed by electors equal to the appropriate percentage of the
apportioned population. Inalieu-efa-speecialelection; the district board may speecify

a a¥a clarana aa a pe-neiq aValk aValitaallahhfatelaYaVahhaVs a
bt ctb—b o -

er—September—pHmaﬂr—er—ge;wpal—eleet}en- Any resolution to borrew amounts of
money in excess of $500,000 for building remodeling or4Mmprovement shall be
submitted to the electors of the district for approval{Any referendum under this

subdivision shall be called at the next election authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or an
election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) occurring not sooner than 45 days afl:er filing

Y

of a petition or adoption of a resolution requiring the referendun_l;\’f If a referendum

is held or required under this subdivision, no promissory note may be issued until

the issuance is approved by a majority of the district electors voting at such
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referendum. The referendum shall be noticed, called and conducted under s. 67.05
(6a) insofar as applicable, except that the notice of speeial-eleetion referendum and
ballot need not embody a copy of the resolution and the question which shall appear
on the ballot shall be “Shall .... (name of district) be authorized to borrow the sum of
$.... for (state purpose) by issuing its general obligation promissory note (or notes)

an) \\0';3

SEcTION 31. 81.01 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

under section 67.12 (12) of the Wisconsin Statutes?”.

81.01 (3) (b)( TQe town boa “&y/resolutlon submits to the electors of the town

sheke S
as a referendum at égeﬂeral—er—speexal—tewn an ele tion authonzed under s. 8.065

(/O ()4 f_{,—«,w‘:_ [5" &5 s.«’)‘/ £ J,& i \ ‘5 [y r,— Qg F’O\/'GG‘P 1y e;:“ (’a‘gr—?
the quest1on of exceedmg the $1O 000 limit set under this subsectlon/i The board shall

abide by the majority vote of the electors of the town on the question. The question

shall read as follows:

wn of ...

spend $... over the an 10,000 for the

Ways and bridges?

R SPENDING [ AGAINST SPENDING []

SECTION 32. 86.21 (2) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

. 86.21 (2) (a) Before any such toll bridge is constructed or acquired under this
section, a resolution authorizing the construction or acquisition thereof, and
specifying the method of payment therefor, shall be adopted by a majority of the
members of the gdverning body of such county, town, village or city at a regular
meeting, after publication of said resolution, as a class 2 notice, under ch. 985. The
resolution shall include a general description of the property it is proposed to acquire
or construct. Any county, town, village or city constructing or acquiring a toll bridge
under this section may provide for the payment of the same or any part thereof from

the general fund, from taxation, or from the ‘proceeds of either municipal bonds,
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revenue bonds or as otherwise provided by law. Such resolﬁtion shall not be effective
until 15 days after its passage and publication. If within said 15 days a petition
conformlng to the requires e ts of s. 8.40 is filed with the clerk of such municipality
iegl o8 Yol s <o @,?

51gned by at least 20% of the electors theréof requesting that the question of

acquiring such toll bridge be submitted to the said electors, such question shall be

submitted at any general-er regular munieipal the next election authorized under s.

e . b
8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) that 4%6& ﬁi}_sq\held not Léﬁy
Hy

bridge shallbeacquired bysaid munieipality: The question submitted to the electors

shall specify the method of payment for such toll bridge as provided in the resolution

for the acquisition thereof. Ifno such petition is filed, or if the majority of votes cast
at such referendum election are in favor of the acquisition of such toll bridge, then
the resolution of the governing body for the acquisition of such toll bridge shall be in
;effect.

SECTION 33. 117.20 of the statutes is amended to read:

117.20 Referendum procedures. (1) If a referendum is required under ss.
117.08 to 117.11, it shall be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November
occurring not sgoner than 45 days following receipt of the petition or adoption of the
resolution under s. 117.08 (3) (a), 117.09 (3).(a), 117.10 (3) (a) or 117.11 (4) (a). Ifa
referendum is required under s. 117.105, it shall be held on the Tuesday after the first

Monday in the 2nd November occurring not sooner than 45 days following receipt of
the petition or adoption of the resolution under s. 117.105 (1).
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1 (2) The clerk of each affected school district shall publish notice, as required

v
2 under s. 8:65 10.06 (4), in the territory of that school district. The procedures for

3 school board elections under s. 120.06 (5), (9), (11), (13) and (14) apply to a

4 referendum held under this section. The school board and school district clerk of each
5 affected school district shall each perform, for that school district, the functions
6 assigned to the school board and the school district clerk, respectively, under those
7 subsections. The form of the ballot shall correspond to the form prescribed by the
8 | elections board under ss. 5.64 (2) and 7.08 (1) (a). The clerk of each affected school

9 district shall file with the secretary of the board a certified statement prepared by
10 the school district board of canvassers of the results of the referendum in that school

11 district.

12 SECTION 34. 119.48 (4) (b) and (c) of the statutes are amended to read:

13 119.48 (4) (b) The communication shall state the purposes for which the funds
14 from the increase in the levy rate will be used and shall request the common council
15 to submit to the voters of the city the question of exceeding the levy rate specified in

16 s. 65.07 (1) (f) at the-September eleetion-ora-speeial an election authorized under s.

17 8.065. @‘gi'ﬁ;ﬁ .{,@mMun?Ca}i"‘k‘m, 8.8 Pmb.fiéf,ﬁ( WS, <? ' ?77 m@wzf’i .J‘”r:*,ém(\
§

N @ (¢) Upon receipt of the communication, the common council shall/{cause the
19 question of exceeding the levy rate specified under s. 65.07 (1) (f) to be submitted to
20 - the voters of the city at the September—eleet&en—e%atra—speaal next election authorized
21 under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) to be held not sooner
22 than 45 days after receipt of the communication. The question of exceeding the levy

rate specified under s. 65.07 (1) (f) shall be submltted Ma@e@‘q‘pﬁm

so that the vote upon exceeding the levy rate specified in s. 65.07

/ 23 >
L&u |

(1) (f) is taken separately from any other question submitted to the voters. If a
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1 majority of the electors voting on the question favors exceeding the lévy rate specified
2 under s. 65.07 (1) (f), the common council shall approve the increase in the levy rate
3 and shall levy and collect a tax equal to the amount of money approved by the
4 electors.
5 - SECTION 35. 119.49 (1) (b) and (2) of the statutes are amended to read:
6 119.49 (1) (b) The communication shall state the amount of funds needed under

7 par. (a) and the purposes for which the funds will be used and shall request the
8 common council to submit to the voters of the city at the next election authorized

9 under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) to be held in the city

10 not sooner than 45 days after receipt of the communication the question of issuing
11 school bonds in the amount and for the purposes stated in the communication.

@) {;{ )@: 'ﬁ_’&ﬁ ovamun [CsPRa &S vav‘ﬁ@i hw £.¢,27 M\//,C S M,g/(

(2) Upon receipt of the communication, the common council shal/].{cause the
13 question of issuing such school bonds in the stated amount and for the stated school
14 purposes to be submitted to the voters of the city at the next election held-inthecity

15 authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) that occurs -

16 not sooner than 45 days after the date of receipt of the communication. The question

17 of issuing such school bonds shall be submitted W@MM

18 Amberﬂ@ﬁbgr so that the vote upon issuing such school bonds is taken separately

19 from any other question submitted to the voters. If a majority of the electors voting
20 on the school bond question favors issuing such school bonds, the common council
21 shall cause the school Bonds to be issued immediately or within the period permitted
22 by law, in the amount requested by the board and in the manner other bonds are
23 issued.

24 SECTION 36. 121.91 (3) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:
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121.91 (3) (a) If a school board wishes to exceed the limit under sub. (2m)
otherwise applicable to the school district in any school year, it shall promptly adopt
a resolution supporting inclusion in the final school district budget of an amount

equal to the proposed excess revenue. The resolution shall specify whether the

proposed excess revenue is for a recurring or nonrecurring purpose, or, if the

proposed excess revenue is for both recurring.an nom;ecurrmg purposes, the__ -

veColuhion ghall?ice Lilecd s7s Prov. e

amount of the propoSed excess revenue for each purpose.)\ Within 10 days after

adopting the resolution, the school board shall notify the department of the
scheduled date of the referendum and submit a copy of the resolution to the

department. The school board shall eall a speetal referendum in accordance with s.

 8.065 for the purpose of submitting the resolution to the electors of the school district

for approval or rejection—In-lieu-of a-speecial referendum; the-school-board may

eILSeptembeF—pﬂmaay—engeneﬁal—eleet}ea—ﬁlsueh-eleeue;Hs to be held not p@gh@(\

q/ e E (\Y\
Wthan B@idays after the bzd@'p?hm;\of the Fjasolutmn of the school board. The

school district clerk shall certify the results of the referendum to the department

within 10 days after the referendum is held. s

statutes are amended to read:

SECTION 37. 197.04 (1) (b) and (2) of
197.04 (1) (b) If within either of the 90-day periods described in par. (a) a
petition conforming to the requifements of s. 8.40 is filed with the clerk of the
mummpahty)and the petition ha been signed by 5% of the electors of a 1st class city
or by 10% of the electors of all other municipalities requesting that the question of

discontinuing the proceeding to acquire the plant or equipment of the public utility

be submitted to the electors of the municipality, the applicable question under par.

(c) shall be submitted to the electors at any-general or regular munieipal the
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manner of holding f, the method of voting on, the method of making returns of, and
the method of canvassing and determining the result of, the election required under
sub. (1). Notice of the election to the electors shall be given by a brief notice of that
fact once a week for 3 weeks in some newspaper of general circulation published in
the municipality. If no newspaper of general circulation is published in the

municipality, publication may be made in any newspaper of general circulation in the

county seat of the county in which the municipality is located. Thenetice-ofholding

SECTION 38. 197.10 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

197.10 (2) Such contract when adopted by the common council of said city and
accepted by the owner or owners of such public utility shall be submitted to the public
serv1ce jommlssmn for its approval and upon such approval the same shall be

o e as prov! 5,&) n €3
( mitted in such manner as the common council shall determine to a vote of the

electors of such city at the next regular munieipal election er-at-a-special-election
called for thatpurpese authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under
s. 8.065 (3) to be held not sooner than 45 days after approval of the commission, and

such contract shall not become binding upon such city until approved by a majority

(2) The governing body of the municipality may provide for notice of, the e
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vote of the qualified electors of such city voting thereon. No bonds shall in any case
be issued by said city under the contract or contracts mentioned in sub. (1), until the -
proposiﬁon of their issue shall have been submitted to the people of such city and
adopted by a majority of the electors voting thereon.

SECTION 39. 198.19 (1) Qf the statutes is amended to read:

198.19 (1) Any territory, constituting one or more inunicipalities contiguous to
a district may bé annexed to and become a part of such district to all intents and
purposes and with like effect as though originally included therein upon such terms
and conditions as the board of directors of the district shall fix by ordinance adopted
by the affirmative vote of two—thirds of the directors—elect, provided that before such
ordinance becomes effective the same shall be accepted and ratified by the
affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors entitled to vote and voting in -

a speeial-election referendum called and held for that purpose, in accordance with

s. 8.065, in each municipality proposed in such ordinance to be annexed to the
district. Such ordinance shall be published and such election shall be noticed, held
and conducted, as nearly as may be, in the manner provided by this chapter for the
noticing, holding and conduct of elections upon the organization of a municipal power
district, except that the returns of such election and the ballots therein shall be
delivered to the clerk of the district. The results of said election shall be canvassed
publicly by the directors of the district.
SECTION 40. Initial applicability.

(1) This act first applies with respect to referenda called on the effective date

of this subsection.

SR

Q SECTION 41. Effective date. %‘j‘“""“‘/
-—mor""""’w
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S e _ - -') M")f e
1 /,,/T‘ﬁ This_act. tzikes effect- orrJan‘ffary"*l )M or on the day after pubﬁ;"ﬁ“oﬁ\\
2 \":\Whlchever is later. \ . /f’f“' R

3 (END)
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"'-February 9, 1999 — Introduced by [Re €S SKINDRUD, JENSEN, GARD,

AINSWORTH, DUFF, FREE , Haun, HanDrick, HoveN, KELSo, Lapwig,

: . PETTIS, PORTER, RHOADES, SERATTI, SINICKI, SYKORA, VRAKAS,
WALKER and WARD, cosponsored by Senators DRZEWIECKI, ELLIS, HUELSMAN,
and LazicH. Referred to Gommittee on Campaigns and Electio

AL s g, o
N

1 /ANAct 0 amend1.15 (2) (), 8.05 (§) (d) and (e), 8.06, 9.20 (4), _24.55?5?67‘2‘1(;@\
2 / (4);82.72(1),59.08 (7) (b), 60.62 (2), 60.74 (5) (b), 61.187 (1), 61.46 (1), 62.09 (1) \\
3 (é), 64.03 64.39 (3), 66.01 (8), 66.059 (2m) (b), 66.061 (1) (c), 66.075 (5),
4 1 66.504 (2), 66.521 (10) (@)66.77 (3) (a) 1., 66.94 (4), 67.05 (4) and (53,’067 .05 (6a)
5 (2) 2. a., 67.05 (6m) (b), 67.10 (5) (), BI2 (12) (€) 5., 81,01437(b), 86.21 (2) (@),
6 \ - 117 .2Q, 119.48 (4) (b) and (c), 11949 (1) (b) and” 2);&12;\1\:91 (3) (a), 197.04 (1) (b)
7 and (2), 197.10 (2) and 198,19-(7); and #o create 8.065 and 15.615 of the
8 statutes; relati o: scheduling of referenda by local governments.
Under current law, referenda are authorized or required to be held by local
LA governments under various laws for various purpo '

referenda are authorized or required to be held at special elections when no offices
appear on the ballot. In most cases, there is no limitation upon the frequency that
questions relating to the same subject matter may be submitted.

This bill provides that, unless a more restrictive limitation applies currently,
a referendum by a local government may only be held concurrently with the spring
primary (held in most election districts in each year), the spring election (held in each
year), or on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of an
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odd—numbered year (no election is currently held on that date) ﬁhe September
primary (held in each even—numbered year) or general election (held in each
even—-numbered year). The bill also provides that, unless a more restrictive
limitation applies currently, no referendum submitted by the same local government
relating to substantially similar subject matter or relating to authorization for the
borrowing of money may be held more than once in any 12-month period. However,
the bill creates a state referendum appeal board consisting of the governor, the
senate majority leader, the senate minority leader, the speaker of the assemblyvand
the assembly minority leader or their designees, which is empowered to permlt a
local government to hold a referendum on a date that is not otherwise permitted if
the board finds that an emergency exists which requires the referendum to be held
on a date that is not otherwise permitted.

The bill applies to all referenda, including referenda concerning direct
legislation (initiative) in cities and v111ages :

For further information see the local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as

I L NI
ok ORIRTH >

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

\\SK“\ | A

SECTION® L 7 15 (2) (d) of the statutes is amended to/r{ead

—
.-r-—_.m”’"_—’,’)‘“

2 % 7. 15 (2) (d) Whenever the governing body of aﬁ; mumc1pa11ty submits any \

3 question to a vote of t::%iggt::)rs or whenever a pfoper recall petition and certificate |

4 | are filed under s. 9.10, the municipal clegkK shall issue. a call for the election and

5 prepare and distribute ballots as réquifed in the authorizetion of submission or as

6 | provided in s. 9.10. The date of the refere Vdum shall be established inr accordance

7 icipal clerk or boara of election v|

8 ; ess the governing body fixes 5

9 z 64 (2). If there is already {
10 ‘ls‘ tion may appear on /l
1

12 \?‘E.Tﬂ 2. 8.05 3 (d) and (e) of the statutes are amende_d to reads
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1 - 8.05 2(3\,)_A,.(d)wT~hefﬁque'stmn of adoption of the nonpal;fiéﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁlﬁ'a;r“y“u‘ﬁdwt-his
’2\ """ i ;l;bsection may be submitted to the electors at any regular election authorized under
\3 \ \ s. 8.065 held in the town or-at-a-speeial-election-called-for- the purpose. When a
1"4 pet1t;gn conforming to the requirements of s. 8. 40 signed by at least 20 electors of the
\"\ town is ﬁlgg. with the town clerk so requesting, the question shall be subaritted to a
6 - vote. \¥
7&‘ (e) Petitioné\ \i"equestmg a vote on the question at g e'gular town election shall
8 i be filed no later than 5 p\“m the last Tuesday in Fek ary. When the petition is filed,
9 [ the clerk shall check its sufficiency. The
10! clerk shall give separate notice by or . publication in a newspaper at least 5 days
1}{ before the election.
1;2 SECTION 3. 8.06 of the statutes is ame ded to read:
1L 8.06 Special-€lections may be called.\Towns, cities, villages and school
14 districts may (all special elections for any pufp ¢ whenever such action is
15 authorized or required by law. If an election is called for pecial referendum, the

16 election shall be called and noticed under as provided in s. 8.5
1'7(_ SECTION 4. 8.065 of the statutes is created to read:

,

_—

20 . (2) Unless otherwise required by law or unless authorized under sub. (3), a
21 referendum held by any local governmental unit that is authorized or required by
22 law to hold a referendum may only be held concurrently with the spring primary,
. @Q spring election, September primary}\{)r general election, or on the first Tuesday after
24 the first Monday of November of an odd—numbered year. Unless otherwise required

25 by law or unless authorized under sub. (3), no referendum submitted by the same



= & s N -

o0]

10
11
12
13
14
15

16

N NN
-t

W N

PR A2 e
I e,

1999 — 2000 Legislature e TN JTKLI;IZ—-?%I/;
. ) pgt&ile:
ASSEMBLY BILL 105 &}/NB < Lﬁ " SECTION 4
— .

local governmental unit relating to substantially similar subject matter or relating
to authorization for the borrowing of money may be held more than once in any
12-month period.

(8) If alocal governmental unit wishes to hold a special referendum on a date
that is‘ not concurrent with an election specified in s. 5.02 (5), (_18), (212;{)r (22) or on
a date other than the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of an
odd-numbered year, the local governmental unit may petition the referendum
appeal board for a determination that an emergency exists with respect to a
particular question. The referendum appeal board shall make a determination
within 10 days after receipt of a petition under this subsection. If the referendum
appeal board finds, with the concurrence of at least 4 members, that an emergency
exists which requires a special referendum to be held by a local governmental unit
ona date: that is not concurrent with an election specified in s. 5.02 (5), (18), (21?\)/0f
(22) or on‘a date other than the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of
an odd-numbered year, the board may permit a referendum relating to the question

specified in the petition to be held on a date determined by the local governmental

unit.

e

~~7SECTION b. 9.207(4)of the statutes is amended to read: T

9.20 (4) The common council or village board shall, without alteration, eithér

oveT first occurs. Ifthere are 6 weeks or less before the election, the ordinancd

4

ion shall_be_veted—en—at—the"nexte'}ect&on—au’eheﬁzedfuﬁdém
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SECTION 6 615 of the statutes i§ created-to-read: o

15.615 Same; attached bo_ards. (2) REFERENDUM APPEAL BOARD. There is

. L
created a referendum appeal board which is attached to the elections board under
‘/
d

. 8. 15.03. The/tkfar mof the gbveynor, the senate majority leader, the

senate minority legder, the speaker! ¢f the assemblyjr and the assembly minority
leader or the designees of these persons. Members of the board shall serve for
indefinite terms.

~SECTION-7--24:66.(3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

for a loan, the required repayment of which exceeds 10 years, shall be approved and !
authorized for a uﬁ‘iﬁgd school district by a majority vote of thg;n%}hbers of the school "\
o

board at aregular or specf“aLr{;Seﬁt!lig of the school boa/gd»f”Every vote so required shall

e
be by ayes and noes duly recorded: additiog_h;,f-«tﬁé application shall be approved for

a unified school district by a majority yotexf the electors of the school district at a

. P
special-election referendum iiyrﬁﬁded under s

&

SECTION 8. 24.66 (4) of the statutes is amended toead:

24.66 (4) Po LAR VOTE, WHEN REQUIRED. If any municipakity is not empowered

¢ur indebtedness for a particular purpose without first\gubmitting the

by law to i

qqestidil to its electors, the application for a state trust fund loan for that \Iiupose

\.// . .
must be approved and authorized by a majority vote of the electors at a speeial |

e npe 5 i e e T T e 3 A e A S TP A b S e T S0

o

“2%%{ 66 (3) (b) For long-term loans by unified school districts. Every app}i,cat’ibn

—.

|
!
|
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Section #. 38.15 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

38.15 (1) Subject to sub. (3), if the district board intends to make a capital expenditure in excess
of $500,000, excluding moneys reccived from gifts, grants or federal funds, for the acquisition of
sites, purchase or construction of buildings, the lease/purchase of buildings if costs exceed $500,000
for the lifetime of the lease, building additiqns or enlargements or the purchase of fixed equipment
relating to any such activity, it shall adopt a resolution stating its intention to do so and identifying

the .anticipated source of revenue for each project and fhall submit the resolution to the electors of
2. .

@;%,é{_ﬂaﬁ.@i%&/ﬁt#m aftapeed wnler

the district for approval. The rcferendumlshall ¢ noticed, called and conducted as provided in s. < g 5 L
> 8067

67.05 (3) insofar as applicable. For the purposes of this section, all projects located on a single cam- W\‘\

pus site within one district which are bid concurrently or which are approved by the board under s. T

38.04 (10) within a 2—year period shall be considered as one capital expenditure project.

History: 1979 c. 221; 1983 a. 380; 1985 a. 323; 1987 a. 27, 391; 1989 a. 31; 1999 a. 9.

kuesejt(lrbunx12) Mon—-Jan-8-2001  7:44 pm
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SECTION 1. 66.0217 (7) (a) 3. of the statutes is amended to read:

66.0217 (7) (a) 3. If the notice indicates that the petition is for a referendum
on the question of annexation, the clerk of the city or village shall file the notice as
provided in s. 8.37. If the notice indicates that the petition is for a referendum on the
question of annexatlon the town clerk shall give notice as provided in par. (¢) of a

it He nee? elec b foym Hedonder o, 5 0C5 ) op an Sheo Firr aettonc 2 >
referendum of the electors residing in the area proposed for annexation to be held{not Ll

= & 063 1;)
less than 42 days ner—mﬂre-tha:n—'?—z-d-ays after the date of personal service or mailing ;

éu‘f’
of the notice required under this paragraph. If the notice indicates that the petition m

is for direct annexation, no referendum shall be held unless within 30 days after the
date of personal service or mailing of the notice required under this paragraph, a
petition conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 requesting a referendum is filed
with the town clerk as proEided in s. 8.37, signed by at least 20% of the electors

residing in the area proposed to be annexed. If a petition requesting a referendum

is filed, the clerk shall gi otice as prov1ded par. (c) Pf a refere dum of the e jectors
at-te neet €lechu repuitec! cnder s, 3,065 (2) o an lechp w Hrerr e £ 8 6
residing in the area proposed for annexation to be heldnot less than 42 days normere /3) ~
A

o
tiran—2-daws after the receipt of the petition and shall mail a copy of the notice to the 5u74
clerk of the city or village to which the annexation is proposed. The referendum shall (.

be held at a convenient place within the town to be specified in the notice.

NOTE: NOTE: Subd. 3. is shown as affected by two acts of the 1999 legislature and as merged by the revisor under s. 13.93 (2) (c).NOTE:

History: 1973 c. 37, 90, 143, 333; 1977 c. 29 ss. 698, 1654 (8) (c); 1977 c. 187 s. 134; 1977 c. 315, 447; 1979 c. 323; 1979 c. 361 s. 112; 1983 a. 29, 189, 219; 1985 a. 225;
1987 a.391; 1989 a. 192; 1991 a. 5, 39, 269, 316; 1993 a. 16, 247, 301, 329, 491; 1995 a. 27 ss. 3308 to 3312 9116 (5), 9145 (1); 1995 a. 201, 225; 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 96, 1999
a. 150 55. 44 to 47, 49 to 60, 63 to 65 Stats. 1999 s. 66. 0217; 1999 a. 182, 197 s. 13, 93 2) (©.

SECTION 2. 66. 02 19 (4) (b) of the tatutes is amended to read:
vadeer s, § & Opd (&Lol tA é(CcT/m\ awﬁwr; Zﬁd w(/ﬂ*“
66.0219 (4) (b) The referendum electlon shall be heldlnot less than 42 days ner~  <»

o

& 06y 2}
mere—-tharr’ﬁ-days»after the filing of the order as provided in s. 8.37, in the terrltory »@’7{

proposed for annexation, by the electors of that territory as provided in s. 66.0217 (7), @
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so far as applicable. The ballots shall contain the words “For Annexation” and
“Against Annexation”. The certification of the election inspectors shall be filed with

the clerk of the court, and the clerk of any municipality involved, but need not be filed

or recorded with the register of deeds.

History: 1979 c. 8Y; 1987 a. 391; 1991 a. 269; 1993a 301, 329; 1995 a. 201; 1999 a. 150 s. 68 Stats. 1999s 66.0219; 1999&. 1825. 200; 5. 13.93 (2) (c).

SECTION 3. 66.0227 (3) of the statutes is amended to read:

66.0227 (3) The governing body of a city, village or town involved may, or if a
petitibn conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 signed by a number of qualified
electors equal to at least 5% of the votes cast for governor in the city, village or town
at the last gubernatorial election, demanding a referendum, is presented to it within
30 days after the passage of either of the ordinances under sub. (2) shall, submit the

question to the e['lectors of the 1t village or town whose electors petitioned fo f
held a + flanect elec 7 j der 5, €. 063(%) or an ey adttor el wod €

—détachment, at a referend election eaﬂed—fer—bha—b—pafpes%qot less than 42 days
s 4 Cé.s(’%ﬁ

nor-mere-than-¥2-days-after the filing of the petition, or after the enactment of either ?}
8

ordinance. The petition shall be filed as provided in s. 8.37. If a number of electors _@’Ur\?
cannot be determined on the basis of reported election statistics, the number shall
be determined in accordance with s. 60.74 (6). The governing body of the
municipality shall appoint 3 election inspectors who are resident electors to
supervise the referendum. The ballots shall contain the words “For Detachment”
and “Against Detachment”. The inspectors shall certify the results of the election by
their attached affidavits and file a copy with the clerk of each town, village or city
involved, and none of the ordinances may take effect nor be in force unless a majority
of the electors approve the question. The referendum election shall be conducted in

accordance with chs. 6 and 7 to the extent applicable.

TE: wn ected by twi legislature an ed by the der s. 13.!
History: 1973 c. 90; 1983 a. 29; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a, 192; 1991 a. 5, 269; 1993 a. 301; 1999 a. 150 s. 66; Stats. 1999 5. 66.0227; 1999 a. 182 5. 198; 5. 13.93 (2) (c).
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(a) 3., 66.0219 (4) (b), 66.0227 (3), 66.0619 (2m) (b), 66.0815 (1 (c), 66.0921 (2),

66.1103 (10) (d), 67.05 (4) and (5), 67.05 (6a) (a) 2. a., 67.05 (6m) (b), 67.10 (5)
(b), 67.12 (12) (e) 5., 81.01 (8) (b) (intro.), 86.21 (2) (a), 117.20, 119.48 (4) (b) and
(¢), 119.49 (1) (b) and (2), 121.91 (3) (a), 197.04 (1) (b) and (2), 197.10 (2) and
198.19 (1); and to create 8.065 and 15.615 of the statutes; relating to:

scheduling of referenda by local governments.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, referenda are authorized or required to be held by local
governments under various laws for various purposes. In some cases, these
referenda are authorized or required to be held at special elections when no offices
appear on the ballot. In most cases, there is no limitation upon the frequency that
questions relating to the same subject matter may be submitted.

This bill provides that, unless a more restrictive limitation applies currently,
a referendum by a local government may only be held concurrently with the spring
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primary (held in most election districts in each year), the spring election (held in each
year), or on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of an
odd-numbered year (no election is currently held on that date), or concurrently with
the September primary (held in each even—numbered year) or general election (held
in each even—numbered year). The bill also provides that, unless a more restrictive
limitation applies currently, no referendum submitted by the same local government
relating to substantially similar subject matter or relating to authorization for the
borrowing of money may be held more than once in any 12-month period. However,
the bill creates a state referendum appeal board consisting of the governor, the
senate majority leader, the senate minority leader, the speaker of the assembly, and
the assembly minority leader or their designees, which is empowered to permit a
local government to hold a referendum on a date that is not otherwise permitted if
the board finds that an emergency exists which requires the referendum to be held
on a date that is not otherwise permitted.

The bill applies to all referenda, including referenda concerning direct
legislation (initiative) in cities and villages.

For further information see the local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

' The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do

enact as follows:

SEcTION 1. 7.15 (2) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.15 (2) (d) Whenever the governing body of any municipality submits any
question to a vote of the electors or whenever a proper recall petiﬁon and certificate
are filed under s. 9.10, the municipal clerk shall issue a call for the election and
prepare and distributé ballots as required in the authorization of submission or as
provided in s. 9.10. The date of the referendum shall be established in accordance

with s. 8.065, and shall be fixed by the municipal clerk or board of election

commissioners unless otherwise provided by law or unless the governing body fixes
a date. The ballot ‘for any referendum shall conform to s. 5.64 (2). If there is already
an official municipal referendum ballot for the election, the question may appear on
the same ballot.

SEcTION 2. 8.05 (3) (d) and (e) of the statutes are amended to read:
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8.05 (3) (d) The question of adoption of the nonpartisan primary under this
subsection may be submitted to the electors at any-regular election authorized under
s_8_(&5ﬂ %e town or-at-a speeial election-called for the purpese. When a
petition requesting adoption of the nonpartisan primary conforming to the
requirements of s. 8.40 signed by at least 20 electors of the town is filed with the town
clerk as prc\)vided in s. 8.87, the question shall be submitted to a vote.

(e) Petitions requesting a vote on the quéstion at a regular town election shall
be filed in accordance with s. 8.37 no later than 5 p.m. the last Tuesday in February.
When the petition is filed, the clerk shall check its sufﬁciéncy. Whetherat-aregular
or-speeial election; the The clerk shall give separate notice by one publication in a
newspaper at least 5 days before the election.

SECTION 3. 8.06 of the statutes is amended to read:

8.06 Special elections may be called. Towns, cities, villages and school
districts may call special elections for any purpose whenever such action is
authorized or required by law. If an election is called for a special referendum, the
election shall be called and noticed under as provided in s. 8.55.

SECTION 4. 8.065 of the statutes is created to read:

8.065 Scheduling of referenda. (1) In this section, “local governmental
unit” has the meaning given in s. 16.97 (7).

(2) Unless otherwise required by law or unless authorized under sub. (3), a
referendum held by any local governmental unit that is authorized or required by
law to hold a referendum may only be held concurrently with the spring primary,
spring election, September primary, or general election, or on the first Tuesday after
the first Monday of November of an odd—numbered year. Unless otherwise required

by law or unless authorized under sub. (3), no referendum submitted by the same
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local governmental unit relating to substantially similar subject matter or relating
to authorization for the borrowing of money may be held more than once in any
12—-month period.

(8) If a local governmental unit wishes to hold a special referendum on a date
that is not concurrent with an election specified in s. 5.02 (5), (18), (21), or (22) or on
a date other than the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of an
odd-numbered year, the local governmental unit may petition the referendum
appeal board for a determination that an emergency exists with respect to a
particular question. The referendum appeal board shall make a determination
within 10 days after receipt of a petition under this subsection. If the referendum
appeal board finds, with the concurrence of at least 4 members, that an emergency
exists which requires a special referendum to be held by a local governmental unit
on a date that is not concurrent with an election specified in s. 5.02 (5), (18), (21), or
(22) or on a date other than the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of
an odd—numbered year, the board may permit a referendum relating to the question
specified in the petition to be held on a date determined by the local governmental
unit.

SECTION 5. 9.20 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

9.20 (4) The common council or village board shall, without alteration, either
pass the ordinance or resolution within 30 days following the date of the clerk’s final
certificate, or submit it to the electors at thé next spring or-general election
authorized under s. 8.065, if the election is more than 6 weeks after the date of the
counéil’s or board’s actibn on the petition or the expiratidn of the 30-day period,
whichever first occurs. If there are 6 weeks or less before the election, the ordinance

or resolution shall be voted on at the next election authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or
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an election authprized under s. 8.065 (3) thereafter. The-ecuncil-or board-by-a

SECTION 6. 15.615 of the statutes is created to read:

15.615 Same; attached boards.

(2) REFERENDUM APPEAL BOARD. There is created a referendum appeal board
which is attached to the elections board under s. 15.03. The referendum appeal board

shall consist of the governor, the senate majority leader, the senate minority leader,

the speaker of the assembly, and the assembly minority leader or the designees of

these persons. Members of the board shall serve for indefinite terms.
SECTION 7. 24.66 (8) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
24.66 (3) (b) For long-term loans by unified school districts. Every application

for a loan, the required repayment of which exceeds 10 years, shall be approved and

authorized for a unified school district by a majority vote of the members of the school

board at a regular or special meeting of the school board. Every vote so required shall
be by ayes and noes duly recorded. In addition, the application shall be approved for
a unified school disfrict by a majority vote of the electors of the school district at a
special-election referendum as provided under sub. (4).

SECTION 8. 24.66 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

24.66 (4) POPULAR VOTE, WHEN REQUIRED. If any municipality is not empowered
by law to incur indebtedness for a particular purpose without first submitting the
question to its electors, the application for a state trust fund loan for that purpose

must be approved and authorized by a majority vote of the electors at a speeial
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election refefendum called, in accordance with s. 8.065, and noticed and held in the
manner provided for other spee}al—eleet}ea-s referenda. The question to be voted on
shall be filed as provided in s. 8.87. The notice of the eleetion referendum shall state
the amount of the proposed loan and the purpose for which it will be used.

SECTION 9. 32.72 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

32.72 (1) Sections 32.50 to 32.71 do not take effect in any city until the following
question is submitted to the electors of the city at a-specialelection referendum called
in accordance with s. 8.065 and adoﬁted by a majority vote of the electors voting:
“Shall subchapter II of chapter 32, Wisconsin Statutes, be effective in the city of
................ , thus allowing the city to acquire and condemn property for street
widening and similar purposes, financed through assessments of benefits and
damages?”. The question shall be filed as provided in s. 8.37.

SEcCTION 10. 38.15 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

38.15 (1) Subject to sub. (3), if the district board intends to make a capital
expenditure in excess of $500,000, excluding moneys received from gifts, grants or
federal funds, for the acquisition of sites, purchase or construction of buildings, fhe
lease/purchase of buildings if costs exceed $500,000 for the lifetime of the lease,
building additions or enlargements or the purchase of fixed equipment relating to
any such activity, it shall adopf a resolution stating its intention to do so and
identifying the anticipated source of revenue for each project and shall submit the
resolution to the electors of the district for approval. The referendum may be held
at any election authorized under s. 8.065 and shall be noticed, called and conducted
as provided in s. 67.05 (8) insofar as applicable. For the purposes of this section, all

projects located on a single campus site within one district which are bid
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concurrently or which are approved by the board under s. 38.04 (10) within a 2-year
period shall be considered as one capital expenditure project.

SEcTION 11. 59.08 (7) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

59.08 (7) (b) The question of the consolidation of the counties shall be submitted
to the voters at the next election authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or _an election
authorized under s. 8.065 (8) to be held on the-first Tuesday-in-April; orthe next

ogular election. or at-a-speeial election-to-be held ontheda ed-in a date specified
in the order which shall be no sooner than 45 days after the date of the order issued
under par. (a), which day date shall be the same in each of the counties proposing to

consolidate. A copy of the order shall be filed with the county clerk of each of the -

SEC'I_‘ION 12. 59.605 (3) (a) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

59.605 (3) (a) 1. If the governing body of a county wishes to exceed the operating
levy rate limit otherwise applicable to the county under this section, it shall adopt
a resolution to that effect. The resolution shall specify either the operating levy rate

or the operating levy that the governing body wishes to impose for either a specified

number of years or an indefinite peridd. The governing body shall eall-a-special

speeify-that provide for the referendum to be held at the next sueceedingspring
primary orelection or September primary or general election to-be-held authorized

under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (8) that occurs not earlier
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BILL | SECTION 12
than 42 days after the adoption of the resolution of the governing body.' The
governing body shall file the resolution to be submitted to the electors as provided
in s. 8.37.

SECTION 13. 60.62 (2) of the statutes is amended to read.:

60.62 (2) If the county in which the town is located has enacted a zon/ing
ordinance under s. 59.69, the exercise of the authority under sub. (1) is subject to
approval by the town meeting or by a referendum vote of the electors of the town to
be held at—the%;meeﬁaﬂy—mgu-la%epspee}al-eleet}en in accordance with s. 8.065. The
question for the referendum vote shall be filed as provided in s. 8.37.

SECTION 14. 60.74 (5) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

60.74 (5) (b) A petition conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 signed by
qualified electors of the district équal to at least 20% of the vote cast for governor in

the district at the last gubernatorial election, requesting a change to appointment

of commissioners, may be submitted to the town board, subject to sub. (5m) (a). The

petition shall be filed as provided in s. 8.37. Upon receipt of the petition, the town

board shall submit the question to a referendum at the next regularspring election

se authorized under
s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) to be held not sooner than 45
days after receipt of the petition by the town board. The inspectors shall count the |
votes and submit a statement of fhe results to the commission. The commission shall
canvass the results of the election and certify the results to the town board which has
authority to appoint commissioners.

SEcTION 15. 61.187 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

61.187 (1) PROCEDURE. Whenever a petition conforming to the requirements

of s. 8.40, signed by at least one—third as many electors of any village as voted for
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village officers at the next preceding election therefor, shall be presented to the
village board, and filed as provided in s. 8.37, praying for dissolution of the village
corporation, such board shall submit to the electors of such village, for determination

by ballot in substantially the manner provided by ss. 5.64 (2) and 10.02, at -a-general

srpose the next election
authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) to be held
not sooner than 45 dayé after presentation of the petition, the question whether or
not such village corporation shall be dissolved.
SECTION 16. 61.46 (1) of the statutes is amended to read.:
61.46 (1) GENERAL; LIMITATION. The village board shall, on or before December
15 in each year, by resolution to be entered of record, determine the amount of
corporation taxes to be leviéd and assessed on the taxable property in such village
for the current year. Before levying any tax for any specified purpose, exceeding one
percent of the assessed valuation aforesaid, the village board shall, and in all other
cases may in its discretion, submit the question of levying the same to the village
electors at any-general orspeeial the next election authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or

an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) to be held no sooner than 45 days after

- adoption of the resolution by giving 10 days’ notice thereof prior to such election by

publication in a newspaper published in the village, if any, and if there is none, then
by posting notices in 3 public places in said village, setting forth in such notices the
object and purposes for which such taxes are to be raised and the amount of the
proposed tax. The village board shall file the question as provided in s. 8.37.
SECTION 17. 62.09 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:
62.09 (1) (a) The officers shall be a mayor, treasurer, clerk, comptroller,

attorney, engineer, one or more assessors unless the city is assessed by a county
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BILL ' SECTION 17
aséessor under s. 70.99, oné or more constables as determined by the common
council, a local health officer, as' defined in s. 250.01 (5), or local board of health, as .
defined in s. 250.01 (8), street commissioner, board of police and fire commissioners
except in cities where not applicable, chief of police, chief of the fire department,
board of public works, 2 alderpersons from each aldermanic district, and such other

officers or boards as are created by law or by the council. If one alderperson from each

" aldermanic district is provided under s. 66.0211 (1), the council may, by ordinance

adopted by a two—thirds vote of all its members and approved by the electors at a
general or speeial any election authorized under s. 8.065, provide that there shall be
2 alderpersons from each aldermanic district.

.SECTION 18. 64.03 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

64.03 (1) Every ofdinance or resolution for the adoption of ss. 64.01 to 64.15,
and every petition for a speel&l—eleet*en referendum on the same, shall state the
number of members of which the council herein provided for shall be composed, the
term of office of its members, which term shall not exceed 2 years, whether they shall
be nominated and elected from aldermanic districts or from the city at large, and the
compensation, if any, which they shall receive. |

SECTION 19. 64.39 (3) of the statutes is aménded to read:

64.39 (8) Upon filing such petition, the mayor shall, by proclamation, submit

the questions prescribed in sub. (1) at -a-speeial the next election authorized under

s. 8,065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) to be held at-a-time-speeified

therein and within 2 menths not sooner than 45 days after such petition is filed. The

election upon such question shall be conducted, the vote canvassed, and the result
declared in the same mannef as provided by law for other city elections.

SECTION 20. 66.0101 (8) of the statutes is amended to read:
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| 66.0101 (8) A charter ordinance enacted or approved by a vote of the electors
controls over any prior or subsequent act of the legislative body of the city or village.
If the electors of any city or village by a majority vote have adopted or determined
to continue to operate under either ch. 62 or 64, or have determined the method of
selection of members of the governing board, the question shall not again be
submitted to the electors, nor action taken on the question, within a period of 2 years. 4
Any election to change or amend the _charter of any city or village, other than -a
speeial an election as-provided-in called under s. 9.20 (4), shall be held at the time
provided by statute for holding the spring election.

SECTION 21. 66.0217 (7) (a) 8. of the statutes is amended to read:

66.0217 (7) (a) 3. If the notice indicates that the petition is for a referendum
on the question of annexation, the clerk of the city or village shall file the notice as
provided in s. 8.37. If the notice indicates that the petition is for a referendum on the
question of annexation, the town clerk shall give notice as provided in par. (¢) of a
referendum of the electors residing in the area proposed for annexation to be held at
the next election permitted under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorizéd under s. 8.065

(3), but not less than 42 days ner-morethan 72 days after the date of personal service

- or mailing of the notice required under this paragraph. If the notice indicates that

the petition is f'or direct anngxation, no referendum shall be held unless within 30
days after the date of personal service or mailing of the notice required under this
paragraph, a petition conforming td the requirements of s. 8.40 requesting a
referendum is filed with the town clerk as provided in s. 8.37, signed by at least 20%
of the electors residing in the area propos.ed to be annexed. If a petition requesting
a referendum is filed, the clerk shall give notice as provided in par. (c) of a referendum

of the electors residing in the area proposed for annexation to be held at the next
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BILL SECTION 21
election p- ermitted under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3), but
not less than 42 days nermore than 72 days after the receipt of the petition and shall
mail a copy of the notice to the clerk of the city or village to which the annexation is
proposed. The referendum shall be held at a convenient place within the town to be
specified in the notice. | |

SECTION 22. 66.0219 (4) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

66.0219 (4) (b) The referendum election shall be held at the next election
permitted under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3), but not less
than 42 days nor more than 72-days after the filing of the order as provided in s. 8.37,
in the territory proposed for annexation, by the electors of that térritory as provided
in s. 66.0217 (7), so far as applicable. The ballots shall contain the words “For
Annexation” and “Against Annexation”. The certification of the election inspectors -
shall be filed with the clerk of the court, and the clerk of any municipality involved,
but need not be filed or recorded with the register of deeds.

SEcTION 23. 66.0227 (3) of the statutes is amended to read:

66.0227 (3) The governing body of a city, village or town involved may, or if a
petition conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 signed by a number of qualified
electors equal to at least 5% of the votes cast for governor in the city, village or town
at the last gubernatorial election, demanding a referendum, is presented to it within
30 days after the passage of either of the ordinances under sub. (2) shall, submit the
ciuestion to the electors of the city, village or town whose electors petitioned for

detachment, at a referendum election ealled-for that-purpese held at the next election

permitted under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) but not less
than 42 days ner-more than 72-days after the filing of the petition, or after the

enactment of either ordinance. The petition shall be filed as provided in s. 8.37. If
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a number of electors cannot be determined on the basis of reported election statistics,
the number shall be determined in accordance with s. 60.74 (6). The governing body
of the municipality shall appoint 8 election inspectors who are resident electors to
supervise the referendum. The ballots shall contain the words “For Detachment"’
and “Against Detachment”. The inspectors shall certify the results of the election by
their attached affidavits and file a copy with the clerk of each town, village or city
involvéd, and none of the ordinances may take effect nor be in force unless a majority
of ‘the electors approve the question. The referendum election shall be conducted in
accordance with chs. 6 and 7 to the extent applicable.

SECTION 24, 66.0619 (2m) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

66.0619 (2m) (b) If a referendum is to be held on a resolution, the municipal
governing body shall file the resolutioﬁ as provided in s. 8.37 and shall direct the
municipal clerk to eall-a-—speecial-election-for the purpese-of submitting submit the

resolution to the electors for approval of the electors at a referendum on-approval-er

primary-or general election called in accdrdance with s. 8.065.
SECTION 25. 66.0815 (1) (¢) of the statutes is amended to read:

66.0815 (1) (¢) An ordinance under sub. (1) may not take effect until 60 days
after paséage and publication unless sooner approved by a referendum. Within the
‘60-day period electors equal in number to 20% og those voting at the last regular

municipal electioxfé}nay file a petition requestingAa referendum. The petition shall

and signatures shall be verified by the affidavit of an elector. The referendum shall

2/EpLio



W W 1 O Ul A O N

o
N = O

13
14
15
16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
25

2001 — 2002 Legislature —-14 - ‘ LRB-1520/1
JTK:kg:ch&cmh

BILL SECTION 25

be held at the next-regular munieipal election;or-at-a-special election-within-90-days
of the authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) to be

held not sooner than 45 days after filing of the petition. The ordinance may not take
effect unless approved by a majority of the votes cast. This paragraph does not apply
to eitensions by a utility previously franchised by the village, city or town.

| SECTION 26. 66.0921 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

66.0921 (2) FACILITIES AUTHORIZED. A municipality may enter into a joint
contract with é nonprofit corporation organized for civic purposes and located in the
municipality to construct or otherwise acquire, equip, furnish, operate and maintain
a facility to be used for municipal and civic activities if a majority of the voters voting

in a referendum a

primary or-general an election authorized under s. 8.065 approve the question of
entering into the joint contfact.

SECTION 27. 66.1103 (10) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

66.1103 (10) (d) The governing body may issue bonds under this section
without submitting the proposition to the electors of the municipality for approval
unless within 30 days> from the date of publication of notice of adoption of the initial
resolution for the bonds, a petition conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40; and
signed by a number of electors of the municipality equal to not less than 5% of the
registered electors ef—the—m&me*pa—h%y, or, if there is no registration of electors in the
municipality, by 10% of the number of electors of the municipality voting for the office
of governor at the last general election as determined under s. 115.01 (13), is filed
with the clerk of the municipality and as provided in s. 8.37 requesting a referendum
upon the question of the issuance of the bonds. If such a petition is filed, the bonds

may not be issued until approved by a majority of the electors of the municipality
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BILL SECTION 27

voting on the referendum at a general-or-special-election referendum called in

accordance with s. 8.065.

SEcTION 28. 67.05 (4) and (5) of the statutes are amended to read:

67.05 (4) PERMISSIVE REFERENDUM IN COUNTIES. If e county board adopts an
initial resolution for an issue of county bonds to provide for the original construction
or for the improvement and maintenance of highways, to provide railroad aid, or to
construct, acquire or maintain, or to aid in constructing, vauiring or maintaining
a bridge over or across any stream or other body of water bordering upon or
intersecting any part of the county, the county clerk is not required to submit the
resolution for approval to the electors of the county at a special-election referendum
unless within 30 days affer the adoption thereof there is filed with the clerk a petition
conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 and requesting such submission, signed by
electors numbering at least 10% of i:he votes cast in the county for governor at the
last general election. If a petition is filed, the question submitted shall be whether
the resolution shall be or shall not be approved. No such resolution of a county board
other than those specified in this subsection need be submitted to county electors,
except as provided otherwise in sub. (7).

(5) REFERENDUM IN TOWNS, VILLAGES AND CITIES. (a) Whenever an initial
resolution has been so adopted by the governing body of a town, the clerk of the
municipality shall immediately record the resolution and call a speecial-eleetion
referendum in accordance with s. 8.065 for the purpose of submitting the resolution
to the electors of the municipality for approval. This paragraph does not apply to
bonds issued to finance low—interest mortgage loans under s. 62.237, unless a
number of electors equal to at least 15% of the votes cast for governor at the last

general election in their town sign and file a petition conforming to the requirements
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BILL SECTION 28
of s. 8.40 with the town clerk requesting submission of the resolution. Whenever a
number of electors cannot be determined on the basis of reported statistics, the
number shall be determined in accordance with s. 60.74 (6). If a petition is filed, the
question submitted shall be whether the resolution shall or shall not be approved.
This paragraph is limited in its scope by sub. (7).

(b) No city or village may issue bonds for any purposes other than for water
systems, lighting works, gas works, bridges, street lighting, street improvements,
street impfovemént funding, hospitals, airports, harbor improvements, river
improvements, breakwaters and protection piers, sewerage, garbage disposal,
rubbish or refuse disposal, any combination of sewége, garbage or refuse or rubbish
disposal, parks and public grounds, swimming pools and band shells, veterans
housing projects, paying the municipality’s portion of the cost of abolishing grade
crossings, for the construction of police facilities and combined fire and police safety
buildings, for the puréhase of sites for engine houses, for fire engines aﬁd other
equipment of the fire department, for construction of engine houses, and for pumps,
water mains, reservoirs and all other reasonable facilities for fire protection
apparatus or equipment for fire protection, for parking lots or other parking
facilities, for school purposes, for libraries, for buildings for the housing of machinery
and equipment, for écquiring and developing sites for industry and commerce as will
expand the municipal tax base, for financing the cost of low—interest mortgage loans
under s.. 62.237, for providing financial assistance to blight elimination, slum
clearance, community‘development, redevelopment and urban renewal programs
and projects under ss. 66.1105, 66.1301 to 66.1329 and 66.1331 to 66.1337 or for
Universitybof Wisconsin System college campuses, as defined in s. 36.05 (6m), until

the proposition for their issue for the special purpose has been submitted to the
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electors of the city or village and adopted by a majority vote. Except as provided
under sub. (15), if the common council of any city or the village board of a village
declares its purpose to raise money by issuing bonds for any purpose other than those
specified in this subsection, it shall direct by resolution, which shall be recorded at
length in the record of its proceedings, the clerk to call a special elestion referendum
in accordance with s. 8.065 for the purpose of submitting the question of bonding to
the city or village electors. If a number of electors of a city or village equal to at least
15% of the votes cast for govérnor at the last general election in their city or village
sign and file a petition conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 with the city or
village clerk requesting submission of the resolution, the city or village may not issue

bonds for financing the cost of low—interest mortgage loans under s. 62.237 witheut

bo unless the issuance is
approved by the city or village electors fortheirapproval at a referendum called in
accordance with s. 8.065.

SECTION 29. 67.05 (6a) (a) 2. a. of the statutes is amended to read:

67.05 (6a) (a) 2. a. Direct the school district clerk to call aspee}akeleeﬁeﬁ
referendum in accordance with s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065
(8) for the purpose of submitting the resolution to the electors fdr approval or
rejectionrepdi-peét-that—the—reselutien—be—submitted at the next regularly scheduled
primary or election permitted under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s.
8.065 (3) to be held not earlier than 45 days after the adoption of the resolution. The
resolution shall not be effective unless adopted by a majority of the school district
electors voting at the referendum.

SECTION 30. 67.05 (6m) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
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BILL SECTION 30
67.05(6m) (b) Ifa referendum. is to be held on an initial resolution, the district
board shall direct the technical college district secretary to call a special-election

referendum in accordance with s. 8.065 for the purpose of submitting the initial

resolution to the electors for -a—referendum-on approval errejection—Inlieuofa

SECTION 31. 67.10 (5) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

| 67.10 (5) (b) Any city having veted approved the issuance of bonds at a special

referendum eleetion held in accordance with s. 8.065 and having sold a portion

thereof may negotiate, sell or otherwise dispose of the same in the manner provided
by statute within 9 years of the date of the election voting the same.

SECTION 32. 67.12 (12) (e) 5. of the statutes is amended to read:

67.12 (12) (e) 5. Within 10 days of the adoption by a technical college district
board of a resolutioﬁ under subd. 1. to issue a promissory note for a purpose under

s. 38.16 (2), the secretary of the district board shall publish a notice of such adoption

:as a class 1 notice, under ch. 985. The notice need not set forth the full contents of |

the resolution, but shall state the amount proposed to be borrowed, the method of
borrowing, the purpose thereof, that the resolution was adopted under this
subsection and the place where and the hours during which the resolution is
available for public inspection. If the amount proposed to be borrowed is for building
remodeling or improvement and -does not exceed $500,000 or is for movable
equipment, the district board need not submit the resolution to the electors for
approval unless, within 30 days after the publication or posting, a petition
conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 is filed with the secretary of the district

board requesting a referendum at-a speecial-eleetion to be called for that purpose.
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Such petition shall be signed by electors from each county lying wholly or partially
Wii:h»in the district. The number of electors from each county shall equal at least 1.5%
of the population of the county as determined under s. 16.96 (2) (c). Ifa coﬁnty lies
in more than one district, the technical college system board shall apportion the
county’s population as determined under s. 16.96 (2) (c) to the districts involved and
the petition shall be signed by electors equal to the appropriate percentage of the
apportioned population. In-liou of a special election-the distriet board mayspeecify

or-September primary or-general election. Any resolution to borrow amounts of

money in excess of $500,000 for building remodeling or improvement shall be
submitted to the electors of the district for approval. Any referendum under this
subdivision shall be called at the next election authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or an
election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) occurring not sooner than 45 days after filing
of a petition or adoption of a resolution requiring the referendum. If a referendum
.is.held or requiréd under this subdivision, no promissory note may be issued until
the issuance is approved by a majority of the district electors voting at such
referendum. The referendum shall be noticed, called and conducted under s. 67.05
(6a) insofar as applicable, except that the notice of special-election referendum and
ballot need not embody a copy of the resolution and the question which shall appeaf
on the ballot shall be “Shall .... (name of district) be authorized to borrow the sum of

$.... for (state purpose) by issuing its general obligation promissory note (or notes)

| under section 67.12 (12) of the Wisconsin Statutes?”.

SEcCTION 33. 81.01 (8) (b) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:
81.01 (3) (b) (intro.) The town board by resolution submits to the electors of the

town as a referendum at -a-generalorspecial-town an election authorized under s.
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8.065 the question of exceeding the $10,000 limit set under this subsection. A copy

of the resolution shall be filed as provided in s. 8.837. The board shall abide by the

majority vote of the electors of the town on the question. The question shall read as
follows: |

SECTION 34. 86.21 (2) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

86.21 (2) (a) Before any such toll bridge is constructed or acquired under this
section, a resolution authorizing the construction or acquisition thereof, and
specifying the method of payment therefor, shall be adopted by a majority of the‘
members of the governing body of such county, town, village or city at a regular
meeting, after publication of said resolution, as a class 2 notice, under ch. 985. The
resolution shall include a general description of the property it is proposed to acquire
or construct. Any county, town, village or city éonstructing or acquiring a toll bridge
under this section may provide for the payment of the same or any part thereof from
the general fund, from taxation, or from the proceeds of either municipal bonds,
revenue bonds or as otherwise provided by law. Such resolution shall not be effective
until 15 days after its passage and publication. If within said 15 days a petition
conforming to the requirements of s. v8.40 is filed with the clerk of such municipality,
and filed as provided in s. 8.37, signed by at least 20% of the electors thereof
requesting that the question of acquiring such toll bridge be submitted to the said

electors, such question shall be submitted at anygeneral-orregular municipal the

next election authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065

(8) that is held not sooner than 42 days from the date of filing such petition. In-ease
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bridge shall be acquired by said municipality. ‘The question submitted to the electors

shall spgcify the method of payment for such toll bridge as provided in the resolution
for the acquisition thereof. If no such petition is filed, or if the majority of votes cast
at such referendum election are in favor of the acquisition of such toll bridge, then
the resolution of the governing body for the acquisition of such toll bridge shall be in
effect.

SECTION 85. 117.20 of the statutes is amended to read:

117.20 Referendum procedures. (1) If a referendum is required under ss.
117.08 to 117.11, it shall be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November
occurring not sooner than 45 days following receipt of the petition or adoption of the
resolution under s. 117.08 (3) (a), 117.09 (3) (a), 117.10 (3) (a) or 117.11 (4) (a). Ifa
referendum is required under s. 117.105, it shall be held on the Tuesday after the first
Monday in the 2nd November occurring not sooner than 45 days followipg receipt of
the petition or adoption of the resolution under s. 117.105 (1).

(2) The clerk of each affected school district shall publish notice, as required
under s. 8—55 10.06 (4), in the territory of that school district. The procedures for
school board elections under s. 120.06 (5), (9), (11), (13) and (14) apply to a
referendum held under this section. The school board and school district clerk of each
affected school district shall each perform, for that school district, the functions
assigned to the school board and the school district clerk, respectively, under those
subsections. The form of the ballot shall correspond to the form prescribed by the
elections board undef ss. 5.64 (2) and 7.08 (1) (a). The clerk of each affected school
district shall file with the secretary of the board a certified statement prepared by
the school district board of canvassers of the results of the referendum in that school

district.
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SECTION 36. 119.48 (4) (b) and (c) of the statutes are amended to read:
119.48 (4) (b) The communication shall state the purposes for which the funds .
from the increase in the levy rate will be used and sﬁall request the common council
to submit to the voters of the city the question of exceeding the levy rate specified in
s. 65.07 (1) (f) at the September-election-or-a-special an election authorized under s.
(¢) Upon receipt of the communication, the common council shall file the
communication as provided in s. 8.37 and shall cause the question of exceeding the
levy rate specified under s. 65:.07 (1) () to be submitted to the voters of the city at the
September—eleeﬁen—er—at—a—speelal next election authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or an
election authorized under s. 8.065 (8) to be held not sooner than 45 days after receipt
of the communication. The question of exceeding the levy rate specified under s.
65.07 (1) (H shall be s;lbmitted so that the vote upon exceeding the levy rate specified
in s. 65.07 (1) (f) is taken separately from any other question submitted to the voters.
If a majority of the electors voting on the question favors exceeding the levy rate
specified under s. 65.07 (1) (f), the common council shall approve the increase in the
levy rate and shall levy and collect a tax equal to the amount of money approved by
the eléctors.
SECTION 37. 119.49 (1) (b) and (2) of the statutes are amended to .read:
119.49 (1) (b) The communication shall state the_amount of funds needed under
par. (a) and the purposes for which the funds will be used and shall request the

common council to submit to the voters of the city at the next election authorized

under s. 8.065 (2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) to be held in the city

not sooner than 45 days after receipt of the communication the question of issuing

school bonds in the amount and for the purposes stated in the communication.
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(2) Upon receipt of the communication, the common council shall file the
communication as provided in s. 8.37 and shall cause the question of issuing such
school bonds in the stated amount and for the stated school purposes to be submitted

to the voters of the city at the next election held-in-the-eity authorized under s. 8.065

(2) or an election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) that occurs not sooﬁer than 45 days
after the date of receipt of the communication. The question of issuing such school
bonds shall be submitted so that the vote upon issuing such school bonds is taken
separately from any other question submitted to the voters. If a majority of the
electprs voting on the school bond question favors issuing such school bonds, the
common council shall cause the school bonds to be issued immediately or within the
period permitted by law, in the amount requested by the board and in the manner
other bonds are issued.

SECTION 38. 121.91 (3) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

121.91 (8) (a) If a school board wishes to exceed the limit under sub. (2m)
otherwise applicable to the school district in ahy school year, it shall promptly adopt
a résolution supporting inclusion in the final school district budget of an amount
equal to the proposed excess revenue. The resolution shall specify whether the
proposed excess revenue is for a recurring or nonrecurring purpose, or, if the
proposed excess revenue is for both recurring and nonrecurring pufposes, the
| arﬁdunt of the proposed excess revenue for each purpose. The resolution shall be filed
as provided in s. 8.37. Within 10 days after adopting the resolution, the school board
shall notify the department of the scheduled date of the referendum and submit a
copy of the resolution to the department. The school board shall call a spee}al
referendum in éccordance with s. 8.065 for the purpose of submitting the resolution

to the electors of the school district for approval or rejection—In-lieu—of-a-special
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such election-is, to be held not sooner than 42 days after the filing of the resolution

of the school board. The school district clerk shall certify the results of the
referendum to the department within 10 days after the referendum is held.
SECTION 39. 197.04 (1) (b) and (2) of the statutes are amended to read:
197.04 (1) (b) If within either of the 90—day periods described in par. (a) a
petition conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 is filed with the clerk of the
municipality as provided in s: 8.37 and the petition has been signed by 5% of the
electors of a 1st class city or by 10% of the electors of all other municipalities
requesting that the question of discontinuing the proceeding to acquire the plant or
equipment of the publi(: utility be submitted to the electors of the municipality, the
applicable question under pér. (c) shall be submitted to the electors at any-general

erregular munieipal the succeeding election authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or an
election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) that is held not less than 42 and not more than

47 days from the date of the filing of the petition. If-ne-general-election-orregular

(2) The governing body of the municipality may provide for notice of, the
manner of holding, the method of voting on, the method of making returns of, and
the method of canvassing and determining the result of, the election required under
sub. (1). Notice of the election to the electors shall be given by a brief notice of that

fact once a week for 8 weeks in some newspaper of general circulation published in
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the municipality. If no newspaper of general circulation is published in the
municipality, publication may be made in any newspaper of general circulation in the

county seat of the county in which the municipality is located. Thenoticeof-holding

SECTION 40. 197.10 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

197.10 (2) Such contract when adopted by the common council of said city and
accepted by the owner or owners of such public utility shall be submitted to the public
service commission for its approval and upoh such approval the same shall be filed
as provided in s. 8.37 and submitted.in such manner as the common council shall
determine to a vote of the electors of such city at the next-regular municipal election
or-at-a speeial-electioncalled for that purpese authorized under s. 8.065 (2) or an
election authorized under s. 8.065 (3) to be held not sooner than 45 days after
approval of the commission, and such contract shall not become binding upon such
city until approved_ by a majority vote of the qualified electors of such city voting
thereon. No bonds shall in any case be issued by said city under the contract or
contracts mentioned in sub. (1), until the proposition of their issue shall have been‘
submitted to the people of such city and adopfed by a majority of the electors voting |
thereon.
| SECTION 41. 198.19 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

198.19 (1) Any territory, constituting one or more municipalities contiguous to
a district may be annexed to and become a part of such district to all intents and
purposes and with like effect as though originally included therein upon such terms

\and conditions as the board of directors of the district shall fix by ordinance adopted

by the affirmative vote of two—thirds of the directors—elect, provided that before such
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ordinance becomes effective 1_:he same shall be accepted and ratified by the
affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors entitled to vote and voting in
a special-election referendum called and held for that purpose, in accordance with
s, 8.065, in each municipality proposed in such ordinance to be annexed to the
district. Such ordinance shall be published and such election shall be noticed, held
and conducted, as nearly as may be, in the manner provided by this chapter for the

noticing, holding and conduct of elections upon the organization of a municipal power

district, except that the returns of such election and the ballots therein shall be

delivered to the clerk of the district. The results of said election shall be canvassed

publicly by the directors of the district.

SECTION 42. Initial applicability.

(1) This act first applies with respect to referenda called on the effective date
of this subsection. |

(END)
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