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CORRECTIONS IN:
' ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT 2,

TO 1999 ASSEMBLY BILL 700

, Prepared by the Legislative Reference Bureau
’ (February 17, 2000) -
In engrgssing, the following corréction was made:
. Page 1, line 9: delete that line a1_1d substitute:
“4c. - Page 37, line 5: delete the material beginniﬁg with “certificate” and
ending with “affidavit’ oh line 6 and substi_tﬁte “eept}ﬁeate—a#ﬁdav}t
certificate—affidavit”.”. |

LRBa1349/1cce-1
KMG:ch

Minor clerical corrections in legislation are authorized under s. 35.17, stats.; Sen-
ate Rule 31, Assembly Rule 37 and Joint Rule 56.
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ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT 2,
TO 1999 ASSEMBLY BILL 700

February 9, 2000 — Offered by Representative GROTHMAN.

At ocaﬁons indjcatéd,'amend the bill as follows:
e

. /Page 3.4, line 14: delete “certification” and substitute “affidavit”.

« Page 34, line 14: delete the material beginning with “a witness” and ending

~ with “citizen” on line 15 and substitute: “any person authorized to administer oaths

or shall make and subseribe to the certification under 8. 6.87 (2) before 2 witnesses

who are adult.U.S. citizens”. :
R / -

age 35, line 11: delete “affidavit certification” and substitute “certification

37, line 6: delete “affidavit” and substitute “_affidavit”.
5 age 37, line 8: delete lines 8 to 12 and substitute “Whenever an application,

affidavit or other act is required in ss. 6.86 t0 6.89 an overseas elector may fulfill the

requirements by subscribing or swearing before any person authorized to administer

oaths or 2 adult U.S. citizens.”.
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Gége 38, line 4: delete lines 4 to 10.

7. age 43, line 17: delete the material beginning with that line and ending

with page 44, line 4.

« P , line 17: delete “netarizethe-affidavit witness the voting procedure”

ize the affidavit”.

9. age 45, line 16: delete the material beginning with that line and ending
with page 47, line 12, and subsﬁtute: |
“SECTION 95m. 6.87 (2) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.87 (2) (intro.) The Except as authorized under sub. (3) (d), the municipal clerk

shall place the ballot in an unsealed envelope furnished by the clerk. The envelope

shall have the name, official title and post—office address of the clerk upon its face.

The other ‘side of the envelope shall have a printed certificate—affidavit in

substanti the following form:”.

. Pa;

48, line 5: after “certificate” insert “—affidavit”.
1+ Page 48, line 6: delete “that shall” and substitute . The instructions

shall”.

Page 48, line 7: delete “sign the certificate and” and substitute “make and

subscribe to t davit or the certification as required under sub. (4) and to”.

age 48, line 9: after “certificate” insert “~affidavit”.
» Page 48, line 13: delete the material beginning with that line and ending

with page 50, line 2 and substitute:

“SECTION 98m. 6.87 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:
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6.87 (4) Except as otherwise provided in s. 6.87 5, the elector voting absentee
shall either make and subscribe to the afﬁdaﬁt before a person authorized to
administer oaths or make and subscribe to the certification before 2 witnesses. The
absent elector, in the pre;sénce of the administfator of the oath or witnesses, shall
mark or punch the ballot in a manner that will not disclose how the elector’s vote is
cast. The elector shall then, still in the presence of the édministratdr of the oath or
the 2 W1tnesses, fold the ballots if they are paper ba]lots S0 each is separate and

conceals the markings or punches thereon and deposit them in the proper envelope;

but. Ifa consohdated paper ballot under s. 5.655 or a ballot prepax_gd for use with
an electronic voting system is used, the elector shall fold the ballot so that the elector
conceals the markings thereon and deposit the ballot in the proper envelope. The

elector may receive assistance under sub. (5). The return envelope shall then be

sealed. The witnesses or the official oath administrator may not bea candidate. The
envelope shall be mé.iled by the elector, postage prepaid, or delivered in person, to the
municipal clerk issuing the ballot. Fajlure to return an unused ballot in a primary
does not invalidate the ballot on which the glector’s votes are cast. Return of more

than one marked or punched ballot in a primary or return of a ballot prepared under

8. 5.655 or a ballot used with an electronic voting system in a primary which is

marked or punched for candidates of more than one party invalidates all votes cast

by the electorfor candidates in the primary.”.

Page 53, line 13: delete “certificate—affidavit certificate” and substitute

“certificate—affidavit”.

« Page 53, line 23: delete the material beginning with that line and ending

with page 54, line 8 and substitute:
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“SECTION 106m. 6.88 (1) of 'the statutes is amended to read:

6.88 (1) When an absentee ballot arrives at the office of the municipal clerk,
the clerk shall enclose it, unopened, in a carrier envelope which shall Bé seéurely "
sealed and endorsed with the name and official title of the clerk, and the words “This
envelope contains the ballot of an absent, aged, sick, handicapped or disabled elector
or the ballot of an election official and must be opened at the polls during polling

9

hours on election day”. If the ballot was received by facsimile transmission or

electronic mail and is accompanied by a separate certificate or affidavit the clerk

shall enclose the ballot in a certiﬁcate—afﬁdavit envelope and securely a

completed certificate or affidavit to the outside of the envelope before enclosing the
ballot in the carrierenvelope. The clerk shail keep the ballc;t in the clerk’s office until
delivered, agrequired in sub. (2).”.

. Page 54, line 20: delete the material beginning with that line and ending
with page 55, ling’9.

8. Page 55, line 10: delete the material beginning with that line and ending

with page 56, line 2 and substitute:
“SECTION 109m. 6.88 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read: |
6.88 (3) (b) When the inspectors find that an affidavit or certiﬁcatibn is
insufficient, that the applicant is not a qualified elector in the ward or election
district, that the ballot envelope is open or has been opened and resealed, or that the
ballot envelope contains more thaﬁ one ballot of any one kind, or if proofis submitted

to the inspectors that an elector voting an absentee ballot has since died, or, if the

ballot was voted by facsimile transmission or electronic mail, that the certificate or
affidavit required to accompany the ballot is missing, the inspectors shall not count
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the ballot. The inspectors shall endorse every ballot not counted on the back,
“rejected (giving the reason)”. The inspectors shall reinsert each rejected ballot into
the affidavit envelope in which it was delivered and enclose the affidavit envelopes
and ballots, and securely seal the ballots and envelopes in an envelope marked for
rejected absentee ballots. The inspectors shall endo;'se the énvelope, “rejected
ballots” with a statement of the ward or .election district and date of the election,
signed by the chief inspector and one of the inspectors representing eaéh of the 2

major political parties and returned to the municipal clerk in the same manner as |

official b ‘ s voted at the election.”.

19. Page

; line 16: delete lines 16 to 23.

Page 84, line 3: delete lines 3 to 12 and sﬁbstitute:
ECTION 166m. 9.01 (1) (b) 2. of the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (b) 2. The board of canvassers shall then examine the absentee ballot
envelopes. Any defective absentee ballot énvelop_es shall be laid aside, properly
mark,ed. and carefully preserved. The number of voter‘s shall be reduced by the
number of ballot envelopes set aside under this subdivision. An absentee ballot
envelope ié defective only if it is neither sworn nor witnessed, if it is not signed by
the voter ox, if the affidavit supporting the absentee ballot enVelope_ has such a

number of technical errors that the board of canvassers is doubtful of the legal effect

of the affidavit or, if the ballot was voted by facsimile transmission or electronic mail,

if the certificate or affidavit required to accompany the ballot is missing.”.
~ @D) |
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT - NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION

>

AN Act Aelating to: absentee voting.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
Under current law, any qualified elector who for any reason is unable or
unwilling to vote at a polling place may vote absentee. An elector who votes absentee
must complete a certification before a witness indicating that the elector is qualified
to vote the absentee ballot and that the elector has voted the absentee ballot in the

manner prescribed by law. Under current law, the witness for any overseas or , ’
military elector must be an adult U.S. citizen. before 2 persen whe < ausi vzef
This bill deletes the requirement that an elector Votié absentee must complete | f»

a certification before one witness and, instead, requifes an elector to complete a"{"" i ey
certification before two witnesses or swear an affidavif. For any overseas or military ceffs
elector, these witnesses must be adult U.S. citizens. The bill also permits a qualified

elector to obtain an absentee ballot only if the elector will be absent from the
municipality in which he or she is qualified to vote on election day or cannot appear
at the appropriate polling place because of age, sickness, handica hysical

disability, jury duty, service as an election official, or religious/feasons |
@, <Mzderﬂl Z']'/ pr‘[ﬂ&uq&fﬂz age of 70W I.f/aéﬂ/n an abs&lee balls ¥ .Fa/e/y k
The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, %
_ s8¢ )

“enact as follows:
SECTION 1. 6.22 (2) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
6.22 (2) (b) Notwifhstanding s. 6.87 (4), a military elector shall make and
subscribe to the eertification afﬁ:i/avit under s. 6.87 (2) before a-witness-whe-is-an
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SECTION 1

adwlt-U-S—eitizen any person authorized to administer oaths or shall make and
v v
subscribe to the certification under s. 6.87 (2) before 2 witnesses who are adult U.S.

citizens.

History: 1971 ¢.304 5. 29 (2); 1971 ¢. 336 5. 37; 1973 c. 334 5. 57; 1975 c. 85 ss. 10, 66 (3); 1977 c. 394; 1979 c. 89, 311; 1981 c, 391; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a.
391; 1989 a. 192; 1995 a. 313; 1999 a. 182.

10

SECTION 2. 6.22 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.22 (5) VOTING PROCEDURE. Except as authorized in s. 6.25, the ballot shall be
marked or punched and returned, deposited and recorded in the same manner as
other absentee ballots. In addition, the certification or afﬁd;rit under s. 6.87 (2)
shall have a sfatement of thev elector’s birth date. Failure to return any unused

ballots in a primary election does not invalidate the ballot on which the elector casts

his or her votes.

History: 1971 c. 304 5.29(2); 1971 c. 336 5. 37; 1973 ¢. 334 5. 57; 1975 c. 85 ss. 10, 66 (3); 1977 c. 394; 1979 c. 89, 311; 1981 c. 391; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a.
391; 1989 a. 192; 1995 a. 313; 1999 a. 182.

11 SECTION 3. 6.24 (4) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

12 6.24 (4) (d) An overseas elector who is not registered may request both a

13 registration form and an absentee ballot at the same time, and the municipal clerk

14 shall send the ballot automatically if the registration form is received within the time

15 prescribed in s. 6.28 (1). The board shall prescribe a special eertificate

16 certificate—affidavit form for the envelope in which the absentee ballot for overseas

17 electors is contained, which shall be substantially similar to that provided under s.

18 6.87 (2).[‘_0Notwit standing s. 6.87 (4), an overseas glector shall make and subscribe

lodA ? N .
@ to the spec1a1 5 Me WA adult U.Scitizen 2 witnesses
£ ,.:;;;ﬂl -.m,ﬂ_:,,ﬁs' ‘:ltej 5*“‘\\)'-(- f‘“"'c—

20 Who are adult U.S, c1tlzens or,make and subscribe to the s ec1alfﬁdavit before ans
shad) 7

21 person authorized to administer oaths.

History: 1977 c. 394; 1979 c. 260, 311; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192; 1995 a. 313; 1997 a. 35; 1999 a. 182 ss. 68 to 75m, 224.
22 SECTION 4. 6.24 (7) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SEcTION 4

6.24 (7) VOTING PROCEDURE. Except as authorized under s. 6.25, the ballot shall
be marked or punched and returned, deposited and recorded in the same manner as
other absentee ballots. In addition, the eertificate certificate—affidavit shall have a
statement of the elector’s birth date. Failure to return the unused ballots in a

primary election does not invalidate the ballot on which the elector casts his or her

votes.

History: 1977 c. 394; 1979 c. 260, 311; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192; 1995 a. 313; 1997 a. 35; 1999 a. 182 ss. 68 to 75m, 224.

SECTION 5. 6.85 of the statutes is amended to read:

6.85 Absent elector; definition. An absent elector is any otherwise qualified
elector who for-any reasen-isunable-orunwilling te] for any reason, is or expects to
be absent from the municipality in which the absent elector is a qualified elector on

election day, or who, because of age, sickness, handicap, physical disability, jury duty,
service as an election official, or religious reasons cannot appear at the polling place

in his or her ward or election district. No person under the age of 70 qualifies as an

absent elector solely because of age. Any otherwise qualified clector who changes

residence within this state by moving to a different ward or municipality later than
10 days prior to an election may vote an absentee ballot in the ward or municipality
where he or she was qualified to vote before moving. An elector qualifying under this

section may vote by absentee ballot under ss. 6.86 to 6.89.

History: 1971 c. 304 5. 29 (2); 1975 ¢. 85, 199; 1977 ¢. 394; 1979 c. 232; 1983 a. 484; 1999 a. 182.

SECTION 6. 6.86 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.86 (1) (b) Except as provided in this section, if application is made in writing,
the application, signed by the elector, shall be received no later than 5 p.m. on the
Friday immediately preceding the election. If application is made in person, the
application shall be made no later than 5 p.m. on the day preceding the election. If

the elector is making written application and the application indicates that the
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SECTION 6

reason for requesting an absentee ballot is that the elector is a sequestered juror, the
application shall be received no later than 5 p.m. on election day. If the application
is received after 5 p.m. on the Friday immediately preceding the election, the
municipal clerk or the clerk’s agent shall immediately take the ballot to the court in
which the elector is serving as a juror and deposit it with the judge. The judge shall
recess court, as soon as convenient, and give the elector the ballot. The judge shall
then witness-the-voting procedure notarize the a\/fﬁdavit as provided in s. 6.87 and
shall deliver the ballot to the clerk or agent of the clerk who shall deliver it to the
polling place as required in s. 6.88. If application is made under sub. (2), the

application may be received no later than 5 p.m. on the Friday immediately

preceding the election.

History: 1975 c. 85 ss. 37, 38, 65; 1975 ¢. 90, 199, 200, 275, 422; 1977 c. 394 ss. 14, 40, 41; 1979 c. 232, 311; 1981 ¢. 391; 1983 a. 183, 484; 1985 a. 304 ss. 69, 156; 1987
_a.391; 1995 a. 313; 1999 a. 182.

SECTION 7. 6.87 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.87(2) Except as authorized under sub. (3) (d), the municipal clerk shall place
the ballot in an unsealed envelope furnished by the clerk. The envelope shall have
the name, official title and post—office address of the clerk upon its face. The other

side of the envelope shall have a printed certificate certificate—affidavit in

substantially the followirng form:
[STATE OF ....
County of ....]
or
[(nhame of foreign country and city or other jurisdictional unit)]

L ...., (certify) (do solemnly swear) subject to the penalties of s. 12.60 (1) (b), Wis.,

Stats., for false statements, that I am a resident of the [.... ward of the] (town) (village)

of ...., or of the .... aldermanic district in the city of ...., residing at .... in said city, the
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SECTION 7

county of ...., state of Wisconsin, and am entitled to vote in the (ward) (election

district) at the election to be held on ....; that I am not voting at any other location

in this election; that I am-unable-er unwilling to cannot appear at the polling place

in the (ward) (election district) on election day because I expect to be absent from the

municipality or because of age, sickness, handicap, physical disability, religious

reasons, jury duty, or service as an election official, or because I have changed my

residence within the state from one ward or election district to another within 10
days before the election. An elector who provides an identification serial number
issued under s. 6.47 (3) need not provide a street address. I (certify) (swear) that I

exhibited the enclosed ballot unmarked to the witness (2 witnesses) (person

administering the oath), that I then in (their) (hjs) (her) presence and in the presence
of no other person marked the ballot and enclosed and sealed the same in this
envelope in such a manner that no one but myself and any person rendering

assistance under s. 6.87 (5), Wis. Stats., if I requested assistance, could know how I

voted.

N
v

Identification serial number, if any: .... \—
The wAtness (2 witnesses) (person administering the oath) shall execute either

)
of the following,@s appropriate:

1 We, the undersigned witness witnesses, subject to the penalties of s. 12.60 (1)
(b), Wis. Stats., for false statements, certify that the above statements are true and

the voting procedure was executed as there stated. I-am not Neither of us is a

candidate for any office on the enclosed ballot (except in the case of an incumbent

municipal clerk). I We did not solicit or advise the elector to vote for or against any

candidate or measure.
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SECTION 7
....(Name)
....(Address)
>
....(Name)
....(Address)

Subscribed _and sworn to before me this .... dav of ..... AD.. ..... and I hereb

certify that [ am not a candidate on the ballot upon which the affiant voted (unless

I am an incumbent municipal clerk), that the voting procedure above was executed

as therein stated, and that I did not solicit or advise the affiant to vote for or against

any candidate or measure.
....(Name)
....(Title)

....(State or nation)

ure and asmerged-bythdxevisor-omy ON(2) (c).NO

History: 1971 c. 242; 1971 c. 304 5. 29 (1), (2); 1975 ¢. 85; 1975 ¢. 93 5. 119 (2); 1975 c. 199; 1977 ¢. 394; 1979 ¢. 232, 260, 311, 355; 1983 a. 36, 434, 538; 1985 a. 304;
)

SECTION 8. 6.87 (3) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.87 (3) (d) Unless a municipality uses an electronic voting system that
requires an elector to punch a ballot in order to record the elector’s votes, a municipal
clerk of a municipality may, if the clerk is reliably informed by an absent elector of
a facsimile transmission number or electronic mail address where the elector can
receive an absentee ballot, transmit a facsimile or electronic copy of the absent
elector’s ballot to that elector in lieu of mailing under this subsection if, in the
judgment of the clerk, the time required to send the ballot through the mail may not
be sufficient to enable return of the ballot by the time provided under sub. (6). An
elector may receive an absentee ballot under this subs’ection only if the elector has
filed a valid application for the ballot under sub. (1). If the clerk transmits an

absentee ballot under this paragraph, the clerk shall also transmit a facsimile or

> R K.
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SEcCTION 8

electronic copy of the text of the material that appears on the eertificate
certificate—affidavit envelope prescribed in sub. (2), together with instructions
prescribed by the board. The instructions shall require the absent elector to make
and subscribe to the affidavit or the certification as required under sub. (4) and to
enclose the absentee ballot in a separate envelope contained within a larger

e
envelope, that shall include the completed eertificate certificate—affidavit. The

elector shall then mail the absentee ballot with postage prepaid to the municipal
clerk. An absentee ballot received under this paragraph shall not be counted unless

it is cast in the manner prescribed in this paragraph and in accordance with the

instructions provided by the board.

History: 1971 c. 242; 1971 c. 304 5. 29 (1), (2); 1975c 85,1975 ¢. 93 5. 119 (2); 1975 c. 199; 1977 <. 394; 1979 c. 232, 260, 311, 355; 1983 a. 36, 484, 538; 1985a 304,
1991 a. 316; 1999 a. 49, 182; 5. 13.93 (2) (c).

SECTION 9. 6.87 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:
6.87 (4) Except as otherwise provided in s. 6.875, the elector voting absentee

v
shall make and subscribe to the affidavit before a person authorized to administer

oaths or make and subscribe to the certification before ene-witness 2 witnesses. The

absent elector, in the presence of the witness administrator of the oath or the 2

witnesses, shall mark or punch the ballot in a manner that will not disclose how the
elector’s vote is cast. The elector shall then, still in the presence of the witness

administrator of the oath or the 2 witnesses, fold the ballots if they are paper ballots

so each is separate and so that the elector conceals the markings thereon and deposit
them in the proper envelope. If a consolidated ballot under s. 5.655 is used, the
elector shall fold the ballot if it is a paper ballot so that the elector conceals the
markings thereon and deposit the ballot in the proper envelope. The elector may
receive assistance under sub. (5). The return envelope shall then be sealed. The

witness administrator of the oath or the 2 witnesses may not be a candidate. The
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SECTION 9

envelope shall be mailed by the elector, postage prepaid, or delivered in person, to the
municipal clerk issuing the ballot or ballots. Failure to return an unused ballot in
a primary does not invalidate the ballot on which the elector’s votes are cast. Return
of more than one marked or punched ballot in a primary or return of a ballot prepared
under s. 5.655 or a ballot used with an electronic voting system in a primary which
is marked or punched for candidates of more than one party invalidates all votes cast

by the elector for candidates in the primary.

History: 1971 c. 242; 1971 c. 304 5. 29 (1), (2); 1975 ¢. 85; 1975 ¢. 93 5. 119 (2); 1975 c. 199; 1977 ¢. 394; 1979 c. 232, 260, 311, 355; 1983 a. 36, 484, 538; 1985 a. 304;

1991 a. 316; 1999 a. 49, 182; 5. 13.93 (2) (¢).
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SECTION 10. 6.875 (6) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.875 (6) Special voting deputies in each municipality shall, not later than 5
p.m. on the Friday preceding an election, arrange one or more convenient times with
the administrator of each nursing home or qualified retirement home and qualified
community-based residential facility in the ‘municipality from which one or more
occupants have filed an application under s. 6.86 to conduct absentee voting for the
election. The time may be no earlier than the 4th Monday preceding the election and
no later than 5 p.m. on the Monday preceding the election. Upon request of a relative
of an occupant of a nursing home or qualified retirement home or qualified
community—based residential facility, the administrator may notify the relative of
the time or times at which special voting deputies will conduct absentee voting at the
home or facility, and permit the relative to be present in the room where the voting
is conducted. At the designated time, 2 deputies appointed under sub. (4) shall visit
the nursing home or qualified retirement home or qualified community—based
residential facility. The municipal clerk or executive director of the board of election
commissioners shall issue a supply of absentee ballots to the deputies sufficient to

provide for the number of valid applications received by the clerk, and a reasonable
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additional number of ballots. The municipal clerk or executive director shall keeb
a careful record of all ballots issued to the deputies and shall require the deputies to
return every ballot issued to them. The deputies shall personally offer each electbr
who has filed a proper application the opportunity to cast his or her absentee ballot.
If an elector is present who has not filed a proper application, the 2 deputies may
accept an application from the elector and shall issue a ballot to the elector if the
elector is qualified and the application is proper. The deputies shall administer the
oath and may, upon request of the elector, assist the elector in marking or punching
the elector’s ballot. Upon request of the elector, a rélative of the elector who is present
in the room may assist the elecfor in marking or punching the elector’s ballot. All
voting shall be conducted in the presence of the deputies. No individual other than
a deputy may administer the oath and no individual other than a deputy or relative
of an elector may render voting assistance to the elector. Upon completion of the
voting, the deputies shall promptly deliver, either personally or by 1st class mail, any

absentee ballot applications and the sealed eertificate certificate—affidavit envelope

containing each ballot to the clerk or board of election commissioners of the
municipality in which the elector casting the ballot resides, within such time as will
permit delivery to the polling place serving the elector’s residence on election day.
Personal delivery may be made by the deputies no later than noon on election day.
If a qualified elector is not able to cast his or her ballot on 2 separate visits by the
deputies to the nursing home or qualified retirement homé, they shall so inform the
municipal clerk or executive director of the board of election commissioners, who may

then send the ballot to the elector no later than 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the

election.

History: 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192; 1997 a. 127, 188, 237; 1999 a. 32, 182.
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SECTION 11. 6.88 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
6.88 (1) When an absentee ballot arrives at the office of the municipal clerk,
the clerk shall enclose it, unopened, in a carrier envelope which shall be securely

2 ¢80

sealed and endorsed with the name and official titl:@lerk, and the words “This
envelope contains the @bggw ballot of an@e ector and must be opened at the

I3
polls during polling hours on election day:;.: If the ballot was received by facsimile

-
transmission or electronic mail and is accompanied by a separate certificate or
[ P
affidavit, the clerk shall enclose the ballot in a certifieate certificate—affidavit
envelope and securely append the completed certificate or affidavit to the outside of

the envelope before enclosing the ballot in the carrier envelope. The clerk shall keep

the ballot in the clerk’s office until delivered, as required in sub. (2).

History: 1971 c. 304'5. 29 (2); 1975 c. 85, 199; 1977 c. 394 ss. 43, 53; 1979 c. 232, 260; 1983 2. 183, 484; 1987 a. 391; 1999 a. 49, 182; 5. 13.93 (2) (o).

SECTION 12. 6.88 (3) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.88 (3) (a) Any time between the opening and closing of the polls on election
day, the inspectors shﬁll open the carrier envelope only, and announce the name of
the absent elector or the identification serial number of the absent elector if the
elector has a confidential listing under s. 6.47 (2). When the inspectors find that the
certification or affidavit has been properly executed, the applicant is a qualified
elector of the ward or election district, and the applicant has not voted in the election,
they shall enter an indication on the poll or registration list next to the applicant’s
name indicating an absentee ballot is cast by the elector. They shall then open the
envelope containing the ballot in a manner so as not to deface or destroy the affidavit
or certification thereon. The inspectors shall take out the ballot without unfolding
it or permitting it to be unfolded or examined. Unless the ballot is casf under s. 6.95,

the inspectors shall verify that the ballot has been endorsed by the issuing clerk. The
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inspectors shall deposit the ballot into the proper ballot box and enter the absent
elector’s name or voting number after his or her name on the poll or registration list

the same as if the elector had been present and voted in person. m

iSOT under S T393<

<29, 182; 5. 13.93 (2) (¢).
0 read:

SECTION 13. 6.88 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended

6.88 (3) (b) When the inspectors find tha an affidavit or certification is

insufficient, that the applicant is not a qualified elector in the ward or election
district, that the ballot envelope is open or has been opened and resealed, that the
ballot envelope contains more than one ballot of any one kind or that the certificate
or affidavit of an elector who received an absentee ballot by facsimile transmission
or electronic mail is missing, or if proof is submitted to the inspectors that an elector
voting an absentee ballot has since died, the inspectors shall not count the ballot.
The inspectors shall endorse every ballot not counted on the back, “rejected (giving
the reason)”.VThe inspectors shall reinsert each rejected ballot into the eelat}ﬁ@e
envelop‘e/in which it was delivered and enclose the certifieate envelopes and ballots,
and securely seal the ballots and envelopes in an envelope marked for rejected
absentee ballots. The inspectors shall endorse the envelope, “rejected ballots” with
a statcment of the ward or election district and date of the election, signed by the chief

inspector and one of the inspectors representing each of the 2 major political parties

and returned to the municipal clerk in the same manner as official ballots voted at

the election.

History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1975 c. 85, 199; 1977 c. 394 s5.'43, 53; 1979 ¢. 232, 260; 1983 a. 183, 484; 1987 a. 391; 1999 a. 49, 182; 5. 13.93 (2) (¢).

SECTION 14. 7.51 (3) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:
v il
7.51 (3) (d) All absentee certificate certificate—affidavit envelopes which have
been opened shall be returned by the inspectors to the municipal clerk in a securely

sealed carrier envelope which is clearly marked “used absentee eertifieate
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SECTION 14
1 certificate—affidavit envelopes”. The envelopes shall be signed by the chief inspector
2 and 2 other inspectors. Except when the ballots ére used in a municipal or school
3 district election only, the municipal clerk shall transmit the used envelopes to the

4 county clerk.

History: 1971 c. 304 5. 29 (2); 1977 c. 29; 1977 c. 394 5. 53; 1977 c. 427, 447; 1979 c. 260 ss, 36, 48; 1979 ¢. 311; 1981 c. 4, 391; 1983 a. 183, 442; 1983 a. 484 ss. 76,71,
172 (3); 1983 a. 538; 1985 a. 120, 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 56, 192; 1993 a. 399; 1997 a. 127; 1999 a. 49, 182.

5 SECTION 15. 9.01 (1) (b) 2. of the statutes is amended to read:

6 9.01 (1) (b) 2. The board of canvassers shall then examine the absentee ballot

7 envelopes. Any defective absentee ballot envelopes shall be laid aside, properly

8 marked and carefully preserved. The number of voters shall be reduced by the

9 number of ballot envelopes set aside under this subdivision. An absentee ballot
10 envelope is defective only if it is not properly sworn or witnessed oz, if it is not signed
11

by the voter, if the affidavit supporting the absentee ballot envelope has such a

12 number of technical errors that the board of canvassers is doubtful of the legal effect

N o
@ of the affidavityor if the certificate or affidavit accompanying an absentee ballot that

——

14 the voter received by facsimile transmission or electronic mail is missing.

History: 1971 c. 251; 1971 c. 304 5. 29 (2); 1971 ¢. 336; 1973 c. 313; 1973 ¢. 334 s5. 23 t0 26, 57; 1975 c. 41,422; 1977 ¢. 394 5. 53; 1977 c. 427; 1979 ¢. 200; 1979 ¢. 260
ss. 66 to 68, 93; 1979 ¢. 311, 355; 1983 a. 183; 1983 a. 484 5. 172 (3); 1983 a. 538; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192; 1993 a. 213; 1997 a. 27,1999 a. 49, 182,

15 SECTION 16. Initial applicability.
16 (1) This act first applies to absentee ballots distributed to electors - 6f_4he

18 (END)

‘ﬁyr ﬂ-{; Ao X EC»(J"{—"\EU FM MCCFRM



DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-1033/1dn

FROM THE RIM:/ -...
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU k‘ﬂ\ g

Representative Ladwig:

This bill restores the absentee voting law as it existed before 1999 Act 182. The bill
contains an initial applicability provision in order to avoid the problem of having
different absentee ballot standards apply to the same election. Please let me know if
the initial applicability provision is inconsistent with your intent.

Robert J. Marchant
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 261-4454

E—mail: robert.marchant@legis.state.wi.us
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LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

December 7, 2000

Representativé Ladwig:

This bill restores the absentee voting law as it existed before 1999 Act 182. The bill
contains an initial applicability provision in order to avoid the problem of having
different absentee ballot standards apply to the same election. Please let me know if
the initial applicability provision is inconsistent with your intent.

Robert J. Marchant
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 261-4454

E-mail: robert.marchant@legis.state.wi.us



State of Wisconsin

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

100 NORTH HAMILTON STREET

: 5TH FLOOR
STEPHEN . MILLER : MADISON, WI 53701-2037 LEGALSEQTION: (608 266-a561
December 8, 2000
MEMORANDUM
To: Representative Ladwig
From: Robert J. Marchant, Legislative Attorney
Re: LRB-1033 Absentee voting.

The attached draft was prepared at your request. Please review it carcfully to ensure that it is
accurate and satisfies your intent. If it does and you would like it jacketed for introduction,
please indicate below for which house you would like the draft jacketed and return this

memorandum to our office. If you have any questions about jacketing, please call our program
assistants at 266-3561. Please allow one day for jacketing.

2 ; JACKET FOR ASSEMBLY JACKET FOR SENATE

If you h_avé any questions concerning the attached draft, or would like to have it redrafted,
please contact me at (608) 261-4454 or at the address indicated at the top of this memorandum.

If the last paragraph of the analysis states that a fiscal estimate will be prepared, the LRB will
request that it be prepared after the draft is introduced. You may obtain a fiscal estimate on the
attached draft before it is introduced by calling our program assistants at 266-3561. Please note
that if you have previously requested that a fiscal estimate be prepared on an earlier version of

this draft, you will need to call our program assistants in order to obtain a fiscal estimate on this
version before it is introduced.

Please call our program assistants at 266-3561 if you.have any questions regarding this
memorandum.



