State of Wisconsin

2001 Assembly Joint Resolution 83

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION

Relating to: the life and public service of ¥tonsin Governor and Federal Judge John W
ReynoldsJr.

Whereas,John W Reynolds, Jy was born on Aprih, 1921, in Green Bay\isconsin, and
diedon January 6, 2002, in Milwaukee j3tbnsin; and

WhereasMr. Reynolds was born intofamily that was active in progressive politics and he
gained political experience from his grandfatiem Reynolds of Door Countyvho was elected
to the Wsconsin assemblyserving inthe 1907 and 1909 sessions, and was credited with
establishingPeninsula State Park, and his fatilethn W Reynolds, Sy who was Wéconsin
attorneygeneral from 1927 to 1933; and

WhereasMr. Reynolds graduated from Green Bay East High School and attended the
University of Wisconsin—Madison, where studied economics and earned a Ph.D. degree in 1946
andan LL.B degree in 1949; and

Whereashe served his country as a first lieutenant in the Counter Intelligence Corps in the
U.S. Army during World War 1l from 1942 to 1946; and

Whereasjn 1947, he married Patricia Ann Bragyho preceded him in death in 1967; and
he later married Jane C. Conway in 1971; and

WhereasMr. Reynolds was appointed director of the feder&c®bf Price Stabilization
from 1951 to 1953; and

Whereashe joined his fathés law firm in Green Bay and practiced law from 1952 to 1958;
and

Whereashe became the U.S. commissiofer the Eastern Federal Judicial District of
Wisconsinand served from 1955 to 1958; and
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Whereasfollowing in his fathets footsteps, MReynolds was electedi¥¢onsin attorney
generalin 1958 and reelected in 1960, serving from 1959 to 1963; and

Whereaswhile attorney general, MReynolds worked to improve conditions and services
for patients in the state mental hospitals; and

Whereas, he was elected governor asdnsin in 1962, serving from 1963 to 1965; and

Whereas, during his tenure as goveyiir. Reynolds worpassage of the Homesteaak T
Creditplan, giving relieto low-income homeowners and renters; established the first Commission
onWomen and Council on th&rts; and was an early advocate o@onsins open records law;
and

Whereasafter serving as governdre was appointed a federal judge to the Eastern District
of Wisconsin in 1965 by Presidengridon B. Johnson; and

Whereasafter 14 years (1971 to 1986) as chief federal judgeRElynolds retired in 1986,
continuingto hear cases as a senior judge as long as his health permitted; and

Whereasthroughouthis entire distinguished career as federal judgeReynolds stood for
fairnessand was long known as a champion of civil rights; and

Whereas, MrReynolds was regarded as a fair and impartial judge; and

Whereas,as chief judge in 1976, Judge Reynolds issued the decision stnosgly
associateavith his name: the order to desegregate the Milwaukee Public Schools; and

Whereas, in his later years on the court, he served as one of 3 judges on another landmark
case that changed state law on involuntary mental commitment; and

Whereasin 1988, Mr Reynolds won thBistinguished Service Award from the University
of Wisconsin—Madison Law School Alumni Association, and, in 1999, received an honorary
degreefrom the University of Wsconsin—Madison; nowtherefore, be it

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That the members of the Mtonsin
legislaturecommend the devoted public service that JohR&Yynolds, Jy contributed to this state,
expresgheir sorrow at his death, and extend their condolences to his family and friends; and, be
it further

Resolved, That the assembly chief clerk shall provide copies of this joint resolution.to Mr
Reynold’'swife, Jane Conway Reynolds; to his sons, Jiom;TJake, and John IIl; and to his
daughtersKate Lindquist and Frances Reynolds.
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