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2001 ASSEMBLY BILL 663

December 3, 2001 - Introduced by Representative CULLEN. Referred to Joint
committee on Finance.

AN AcT relating to: expenditure of $154,500 from the general fund in payment

of a claim against the state made by Jack and Margot Raz.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill directs expenditure of $154,500 from the general fund in payment of
a claim made by Jack and Margot Raz against the state fair park board (board). The
claimants have leased land at the state fair park for the operation of a delicatessen
since 1977. In August 1998, the claimants entered into a contract to sell their
business to a third party for $154,500, subject to approval by the board. The board
approved the sale in August 2000. During the interim between the date of the
agreement and the date of approval, the buyer terminated the contract because the
delay in obtaining approval was unreasonable. The claimants allege that the board
orally approved and encouraged the sale, but then failed to approve it in a timely
manner, causing the termination of the sales contract. The board denies that it orally
approved the sale and asserts that the lease agreement entered into by the board
with the claimants specifically requires prior approval of the board of any sale of the
claimants’ premises. The board also asserts that the delay in granting approval was
necessary because the board was preparing a master plan for the state fair park
when the approval was pending and the board did not know whether the claimants’
business would fit into the plan until the planning process was complete. On June
7, 2001, the claims board recommended denial of this claim (see Senate Journal, pp.
221-222).
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For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEcTION 1. Claim against the state. There is directed to be expended from
the appropriation under section 20.505 (4) (d) of the statutes, as affected by the acts
of 2001, $154,500 in payment of a claim against the state made by Jack and Margot
Raz, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to compensate them for the value of a delicatessen that
they own at the state fair park and had sold for this price in August 1998, subject to
approval of the state fair park board. The claimants were unable to complete the sale
because the state fair park board did not approve the sale until August 2000 and the
buyer terminated the contract because of the delay in obtaining approval.
Acceptance of this payment releases this state and its officers, employees, and agents
from any further liability resulting from the inability of the claimants to complete
this transaction.

(END)



