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State of Wisconsin \ Department of Commerce -

RULES IN FINAL
DRAFT FORM

Rule No.: comm4, 14, 15, 16.46, 50 to 64, 65, 66, 69, and 73

Relatlng to Construction and Fire Prevention for Public Buildings and

Places of Employment, Including Commemsal Buildmgs and
Structures, and Multifamily Dwellings

Clearinghouse Rule No.: 00-179

COM-10B35 (N.03/57)




WISCONSlN | FI R E c ODE P

« Comm 14 - NFPA 1 (Fire Prevention)

WISCONSIN
COMMERCIAL BUILIING CODE

Comm 61 - Administration and 'Enfér?:ement

Comm 62 - IBC (Buildings and Structures)

e Comm 63 - IECC (Energy Conservation)

Comm 64 - IMC (Mechamcal)

L

(.‘.omm 65 - lFGC (Fuel Gas)

June 6, 2001




ORDER OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

CREATING RULES

The Wisconsin Department of Commerce proposes an order to repeal chapters Comm 4 and 15,
Comm 16.46, and chapters Comm 50 to 64 and Appendices A and B to 50 to 64, 66, 69, and
73; to renumber chapter Comm 50 to 64 Appendix C and 65; to repeal and recreate chapter
Comm 14; and to create chapters Comm 61 to 65 and Appendix A to 61 to 63, relating to
construction and fire prevention for public buildings and places of employment, including
commercial buildings and structures and multifamily dwellings.

s s e sk o ok o oo ot ool sl o o o e ok ol ol ok ol s o st sl o e ol b o 2k s ok ol o 3 ke ke sk sk o o o ok e e ke st e e e o o ool S o o o o o o ok o ook ok ok sk s ok oK

ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED RULES

Statutory Authority and Statates'lnterpreted

Statutory Authority: ss. 101.02 (1) and (15), 101.025, 101.027, 101.13, 101.132,
101.135, 101.14 (1) and (4), and 101.973 (1), Stats.

Statutes Interpreted: ss. 101.02 (1), (6), (7), (7m), and (15); 101.025; 101.027;
101.11; 101.12; 101.13; 101.132; 101.135; 101. i4(1) (4), and (4m); 101.73; and
101.973 (1), Stats.

QOverview

Under the statutes cited, the Department protects public health, safety, and welfare by
promulgating fire prevention requirements and construction requirements for public buildings
and places of employment, including commercial buildings and structures and multifamily
dwellings. Currently, these requirements are primarily contained in chapters Comm 14, 50 to
64, 66, and 69. These requirements began and evolved over the past ninety years.

Following enactment of the “Safe Place” statutes in Wisconsin in 1911, Wisconsin became the
first state in this country to adopt a state building code. In the early 1920’s, building inspectors
in other states began forming what eventually became three regional model code groups, to
develop and offer model codes for adoption at state and local levels. In developing its building
codes over the past century, Wisconsin has traditionally relied on the model codes, on input
from affected parties, and on various consensus standards produced by nationally recognized
technical societies.



In the mid 1990’s, the three model code’groupsjoined together for the purpose of replacing
their codes with a single set of jointly-developed model codes for building construction.
Publication of this set was completed in 2000 by the Intamanonai Code Council®,

Development and publication of the ICC codes has mtenmﬁed the desire of several parties in
the construction industry to replace Wisconsin’s building construction codes with model codes
that are nsed elsewhere in this country. Hayving the same building construction requirements
would make it easier for. desxgners manufacturers, and suppliers who work in numerous states
to provide products and services in WISCOIISIR and to comply with the various techmcai design
reqmrements - - e :

The ICC codes centam state~of the aﬂ mmzmum requixements for the bullt envzrenment
developed with input from experts across the nation. The suite of ICC codes has been
developed to be an integrated set of requirements.- Commonly; these requirements considerably
expand upon the detail that is currently contamed in W;scc\nsm s fire prevention and building
construction codes. - SIEeE : G :

Adoptwn'e'f the ICC codes is a major initiative that will require extensive preparation of
Department staff, partners, and customers. Adoptmg the ICC codes will enable national or
regional organizations to conduct training courses in Wisconsin, rather than have Wisconsin
provide its own training. -

The ICC codes that are proposed for adoptlon in this rule package are as follows:

Intemanoml Buzldmg Code
International Energy Conservarwn Code™
International Mechanical Cade '
International Fuel Gas Code®

These ICC codes can be purchased from the following organizations: Building Officials and
Code Administrators International, Inc., 4051 West Flossmoor-Road, Country Club Hills; IL
604785695, (708) 799-2300, web page www.bocai.org; International Conference of Building
Officials, 5360 Workman Mill Road, ‘Whittier, CA, 90601-2298, (562) 699-0541, web page
www.icbo.org; ‘and Southern Building Code Congress, Inc. 900 Montclair Road, Birmingham,
AL, 35213-1206, (205) 591-1853, web page ww.sbccl.org.
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