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FROM :

Tom & Monica Pyre PHONE NO. : 414 784 73380 + 7331 May. 98 2001 @7:02RM P1

C/ H ‘1 Catholic Health Association of Wisconsin

5721 Qdana Road, Suite 204 « Madison, Wisconsir = 53719-1222
S (608) 274-5588 + Fax (608) 274-6872

° E-mail: chawl@execpe.com = Web site: hup:/fwww.execpc.com/~chaw

Seaator Judith Robson, Chair

Senate Commitiee on Human Services and Aging
P.0. Box 7882

Madison, WI. 53707

May 7, 2001
RE: SB 128 Requiring health insurance policies to cover contraceptive articles
Dear Scnator Robgon:

I am writing on behalf of the Catholic Health Association of Wisconsin (CHA-W) 1o
convey our opposition to $B 128 which comes before your committee on Thursday. CHA-W represents
over 100 Catholic hospitals, nursing homes and clinics as well as 22 religious congregations of women and
men who sponsor those facilitics, located in 52 of the 72 counties in this state.

‘We oppose this bill because it would force Catholic health care organizations 1o violate the
teaching of their Church governing the provision of health services. Church guidelines for the practice of
Catholic health care specifically preclude participation in artificial contraception. Those cthical and
religious directives are not illegal. We believe that Catholics who follow the "centuries-old wradition” of
providing health care should not have to compromise Catholic social and moral teaching. My organization
asserts that there is a need to protoct and respect the "freedom-to-serve” of faith-based health care
providers, plans and contractors and not impose upon them a mandate that is clearly contrary 1o their
religious tenets. Under the provisions of this bill, (Section 10(z)(2) Catholic health care organizations
would not be deemed “religious employers” and thus in a position 1o request they not provide the mandated
services on the basis of their religious tenets as provided for in subsection 10(d)(4).

The Catholic Church has a centuries-old tradition of providing esseatial medical care to the poot.
the sick and the most vulnerable. Catholic health care facilities should be permitted to maintain their
mission and their services without compromising their social and moral teachings.

We urge the committee to vote to oppose this bill and respect the right of faith-based health care
providers, plans and contractors to operate according to their individual and institutional consciences.

Respecifully

ol F=2.

Tom Pyne
Yice President Public Policy and Mission Services
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May 9, 200|
TO: Members of the Senate Human Services and Aging Committee

FROM: Susan Armacost, Legislative Director,
Wisconsin Right to Life

RE: Senate Bill 128 Goes Beyond Mandating Contraceptive
Coverage - it Would Also Mandate Abortion Coverage !

Wisconsin Right to Life takes no position on the use of contraceptives
that prevent the creation of human life but we must strenuously object to SB
128 because the deceptive language of this measure would also
mandate coverage for actual abortion procedures. :

Senate Bill 128 mandates coverage for “contraceptive articles" and
"medical procedures” that are used to "prevent a pregnancy." The term
"pregnancy” has traditionally been defined as beginning at fertilization, when the
egg and sperm unite to create a new human life. But some in the medical
community, particularly abortion providers, have redefined the term
"pregnancy” as beginning at implantation, which can occur up to 8 days dfter life
has begun.

Using this redefinition of "pregnancy”, abortions could be performed
within that 8 day period to deliberately destroy a human life . Under SB 128,
they would be considered to be "medical procedures” that are used to
"prevent a pregnancy.” Thus, these abortions would fall under the
"contraceptive” definition in SB 128 and insurance coverage for them would be
mandated!

Houston Planned Parenthood abortionist, Jerry Edwards, reported that
he developed an abortion procedure that can be performed very early in
pregnancy. He says that with today's ultra sensitive pregnancy tests, a woman
can find out within a week of having sex whether she is pregnant. Edwards says
he has performed thousands of these procedures. Abortion procedures
like this would fall under the insurance mandate of SB 128,

You should also be wary of the way SB |28 defines what is not a
"contraceptive article." The legislation defines it as "...any drug, medicine,
mixture, preparation, instrument, article or device of any nature prescribed for
use in terminating the pregnancy of a woman known to be pregnant by the
prescribing licensed health care provider,"

- more -

Help make Life Without |_imits a reality for future generations

Flease remember Wisconsin Right to Life in gour will, living, trust or life insurance

P.92/83

07/00
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Colorado abortionist, Warren Mern, has described an abortion
procedure called menstrual extraction. Hern describes the procedure as "the
performance of an early abortion before the diagnosis of pregnancy had

been established through pregnancy test or examination.” He also
says, "It is simple to do, requiring only a hand suction device...it allows the woman,

if she wishes, to avoid the emotional trauma of knowing she is pregnant.”
The menstrual extraction abortion procedure would fall under the
insurance mandate of SB 128.

If insurance coverage for abortion procedures is mandated in our state,
there would be no way, short of having no health care coverage, for pro-life
people to escape being unwilling participants in the destruction of human life.
After all, it would be their insurance premiums that would be used to pay for
the abortions of others in the insurance pool.

Wisconsin Right to Life urges you to reject SB 128,

Thank you.

TOTAL P.B3




May 9, 2001
Re: Senate Bill 128 Hearing

Dear Members of the Committee on Human Services and Aging,

I wish to express my opposition to Senate Bill 128. First and foremost, I oppose this bill
on moral grounds.

Because it is wrong to terminate a human life, it should also be wrong to terminate that
life at its very beginning. I also believe that it is wrong to artificially prevent the origin
of that life. Many of the birth control drugs and devices that would be covered by SB128
do both. If the drug or device fails to perform in the contraception category, then it
terminates the life that was just created.

This bill also defies common sense. SB128 states that coverage “would not include any
drug or device that is prescribed for the use in terminating a pregnancy of a woman who
is known to be pregnant”. The wording “who is known to be pregnant” is irrelevant in
the context of defining the drugs and devices that would be covered. Whether or not a
woman knows she is pregnant has no bearing on the existence of the new baby inside her.
Most would agree that a woman who has just conceived of a son or daughter does not
know she is a new mom; this realization comes at a later date.

Also, the wording “prescribed for the use in terminating a pregnancy” is essentially
meaningless since many of the drugs and devices that would be covered are actually
responsible for terminating pregnancies.

Is it really fair to say, “contraceptive articles and services are essential to women’s health
care needs”? (State Senator Gwendolynne Moore, 12/14/00) No, pregnancy is not a
disease and should not ever be considered as such.

Is it really fair to mandate coverage of drugs and devices that would end defenseless and
completely innocent human life? This is a health care bill and we must remember that
many items covered by this bill are unequivocally disastrous to a tiny unborn baby’s
health care needs.

Certainly none of us want to be forced into doing anything that goes against what we
truly believe in. SB128 would do just that. It would force me to fund birth control drugs,
devices and services that I am strongly opposed to. 1 would essentially be forced to be a
part of many, many deaths. I do not wish that burden on my soul.

Respectfully submitted.,
harmaine-Herbe:

Grafton, Wisconsin
(262) 387-0587
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Honorable Senators, members of the press, my fellow citizens! Speaking on behalf of the
Wisconsin chapter of the National Organization for Women, NOW, I am Hannah Miyamoto, the
Wisconsin NOW Vice-President for Action. Iam an attorney, but I am retired due to disability,
and therefore can and do only speak as an member and office of Wisconsin NOW. I am not
acting as an attorney for anyone.

I speak with the pleasure of representing Wisconsin NOW, and the regret for having to bring
to your attention the inequitable access of Wisconsin women to contraception. I promise to be
brief, but direct.

Before beginning, I beg the leave of the committee to refer any specific questions about the
numbers of women affected, specific insurance programs, cost of alternatives and the like to
others more qualified to answer them. I am a graduate student at the University of Wisconsin at
Green Bay studying public policy, nothing like the public policy issues before you today. Indeed,
I considered whether to make the journey hear at all, but I decided that since this is the day and
the place to literally stand up and be counted, it was my duty to come to this place on this day.

Not being an expert on this issue of healthcare, not having a personal story to tell as
compelling as the other women speaking today, I shall instead focus on why access to
contraception is a signal issue for younger women in our society, including many members of
Wisconsin NOW.

* * *

As the Wisconsin chapter of a leading national organization for women, Wisconsin NOW
strongly supports the Contraceptive Coverage Equity Act, Senate Bill 128, because of the
importance of this bill for younger women. Many NOW members are young women of child-
bearing age, with limited incomes, who are seeking upward mobility. An unintended pregnancy
would seriously impact the lives of many of our members—therefore, access to contraception is
vital. Moreover, to avoid interfering with the academic progress, career growth and even family
responsiblities of our members, access to contraception must be both convenient and inexpensive.

Motherhood is an awesome responsibility for which many women and men are unprepared
physically, financially and emotionally. The responsibility of motherhood and fatherhood continue
long after the infancy of a child-up to 24 years after birth. Therefore, so long as pregnancy is
solely an individual responsibility, women and girls must be guaranteed open access to affordable
methods of contraception.




Opponents to this bill may speak darkly of licentiousness, individual responsibility and even
suggest mandating abstinence as an alternative. Well they might, though such alternatives defy all
we know about human nature--and law, to be intelligent must be realistic and practical about the
species it governs. But in addition, many married women are unable to have a pregnancy without
seriously risking their own death, the mental and physical trauma of miscarriage or the possibility
they will produce offspring with severe mental and/or physical disabilities. For such women and
their husbands, access or lack of access to contraception may be the difference between warmth
or coldness in their marriage. I do not know how many couples are in this condition, but I do
know that these are the facts which persuaded the U.S. Supreme Court to declare that access to
contraception is a fundamental right in our society.

At this point, you may be saying to yourselves that I have been too loose with terms like
“access” and “equality.” 1 readily admit that there is no gender discrimination currently in health
policies regarding contraception—if contraception is not covered for women, it is not covered for
men, either. But if you are therefore inclined to reject this bill, I modestly suggest that you
replace it with a substitute measure declaring that the minimum height of the heel of a shoe to be
two inches. I am certain that passage of such a law would change your opinion entirely, because
then you men would literally be walking “in our shoes.”

Lastly, I implore you to approve this bill and report it favorably because I would greatly like
to avoid going to the NOW membership and tell them that:

Men can get/Viagara at will,
But women get neither diaphragm -- or the Pill

Honorable senators, thank you for your attention and consideration, and please support
Senate Bill1128. ‘

Hannah Miyamoto
V.P. for Action, Wisconsin NOW
Green Bay, Wisconsin
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Wisconsin Citizen Action is the state’s largest public interest organization and represents 53,000 members
and 250 affiliate groups that include Wisconsin’s leading labor, senior citizen, teacher, environmental,
church, family farm, civil rights and community organizations throughout Wisconsin.

Wisconsin Citizen Action supports the Contraceptive Equity Bill because it is an issue of health care reform
and would ensure that women and men are receiving equal health care coverage. This is also an issue of
Justice which affects families throughout this state. [ am speaking to you as the executive director of a non-
profit organization which provides a decent health insurance benefit to 25 employees. Like many other
employers in this state, we are faced with the daunting challenge of rising insurance costs, and we just
concluded a difficult round of collective bargaining with our employees union, in which health care benefits

was the major issue.

Women spend 68% more than men in out-of-pocket health care costs, largely due to the lack of coverage for
prescription contraceptives. Insurance plans routinely cover prescription and outpatient medical services, but
fail to adequately cover prescription contraceptives and related medical visits and exams. Two-thirds of U.S.
women of child-bearing age rely on private, employer-related plans for their health coverage, yet half of
those plans do not cover any contraceptive method and only one-third cover birth control pills. By
improving coverage of contraceptive care, SB 128 would reduce or eliminate this unjust financial cost to

women.

Lack of insurance coverage for necessary and needed reproductive services forces many women and their
families to choose less expensive and less reliable methods of contraception and increases the likelihood that
they will experience an unintended pregnancy. By eliminating the financial barriers to effective
contraceptive drugs and services, the Contraceptive Equity Bill will decrease the number of unintended
pregnancies and the number of abortions in this state. Already publicly funded contraceptive services in
Wisconsin prevent over 35,000 pregnancies each year—it is time that private insurance measures up to the

public insurance program.

Paying for any type of contraception is cost-effective when compared to the high cost of pregnancy. Most
insurance companies already cover costs related to pregnancy—costs that far exceed those of covering
prescription contraceptives and related medical services. For many years, health care services such as
prenatal care, childbirth, mammography and even childhood immunizations were considered non-essential.
Now these services are universally accepted as necessary care and are fully covered by insurance. Coverage
for contraception and the ability to plan parenthood is a natural next step.
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The Contraceptive Equity Bill will benefit the families whose physical and financial well beings are
threatened by unintended pregnancy and lack of access to the most appropriate method of contraception.
['urge you to support SB 128 and help end the inequality between women and men’s health care and to help

ensure Wisconsin’s families have the best health care possible. Thank you for your time and attention to this
important issue.
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TO: Senator Judy Robson, Chairperson and Members of the Senate Human Services
Committee

FROM: Gina Dennik-Champion MSN, RN, MSHA
Executive Director, Wisconsin Nurses Association

DATE: May 10, 2001

RE: Support for SB 128 - Requiring health insurance policies to cover

contraceptive articles and services

Good afternoon Chairperson Robson and members of the Senate Human Services Committee.
My name is Gina Dennik-Champion. Iam a Registered Nurse and Executive Director of the
Wisconsin Nurses Association (WNA). The WNA is the voice for professional nurses in
Wisconsin.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share WNA’s reasons for why we support SB 128
which requires health insurance policies to cover contraceptive articles and services.

Contraception is a method of birth control which prevents the female egg cell or ovum and the
male sperm cell from coming together during sexual intercourse. Egg fertilization or the
formation of a new cell which begins the process of fetal development is not possible when using
contraceptives.

As the profession speaking for all Registered Nurses in Wisconsin, WNA supports efforts to
create a health care system that provides equitable access and quality services at affordable costs
for all Wisconsin residents.

SB 128 is about contraceptive equity. This bill effectively address the need for equal coverage
for prescriptive contraceptive articles and services. Enactment of this legislation is long overdue
and it is WNA’s hope that this can be accomplished within the first few years of this millennium.

The benefits of passing SB 128 Contraceptive Equity, will create many positive outcomes which
include:

- Use of a more effective method to prevent egg fertilization will
be available because of increase access to insurance and provider

Email: wna @ execpc.com Website: www.wisconsinnurses.com



services.

- Access to contraceptive services will assist women in planning
a pregnancy.

- Increase access to contraceptive services increases a woman’s
access to healthcare providers which can only improve the
health of the woman.

- Families will benefit from this bill because the dollars used
to pay out-of-pocket for contraceptive services and articles
will be used for other family needs.

WNA strongly believes that access to effective contraceptive services and articles avoid some of
those tough feelings and decisions that face some women when pregnancy is the result of
ineffective methods or lack thereof. This bill is about justice for women. I urge you to support
passage of this bill.

I thank you for the opportunity to share WNA’s position and welcome any comments or
questions you may have.

Thank you



Representative Terese Berceau

TESTIMONY BEFORE SENATE HUMAN SERVICES AND AGING
COMMITTEE ON CONTRACEPTIVE EQUITY -THURSDAY, MAY 10, 2001

Unplanned pregnancies and diseases of the reproductive system are bad for
families, bad for women and children, and bad for business; that’s why health care
plans that provide coverage for other preventative drugs should also cover prescription
contraceptives. Some smart insurance companies and HMO'’s already offer this
coverage; but since too many of them won’t, Sen. Gwen Moore and I have introduced
“The Contraceptive Equity Act,” to provide this pro-family, pro-life, pro-business
Sl ; : S , v |

Prescription contraceptives are pro-life. They’re an important medicine that
can substantially improve women’s health and life expectancy against the dangers of
cancer, ovarian cysts, endometriosis, diabetes and other unique medical concerns that
women face. For instance, taking oral contraceptives for 10 years or longer lowers the
odds for ovarian cancer by 60-70 %. And ovarian cancer is a killer...difficult to detect
until it is too late to cure. Ensuring coverage for prescription contraceptives will
protect the health and save the lives of Wisconsin’s women, and that’s a pro-life

policy.



Increased access to contraceptives has the potential to reduce the number of
abortions, by reducing the number of unplanned pregnancies. It’s not planned
pregnancies that make women seek abortions — it’s unplanned pregnancies, with all
the attendant pressures, that create the demand for abortions. People can disagree
about the morality of abortion — but nobody can argue against the fact that reducing
the number of unplanned pregnancies will reduce the number of WOmen who seek
abortions. Anti-abortion activists should join us in our effort to reduce the demand for
abortions. Instead, in recently proposed legislation, they are going after birth control
itself, calling most forms of birth control abortifacients. What disturbs me is that
many legislators are choosing to support the pseudo-science presented by these
organizations, while ignoring the opinions of the American College of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists, and opinions of some of our own esteemed medical faculty at the
UW Hospital.

Prescription contraceptives are pro-family. We know that planned families are
happier, healthier families. Statistics show that family dysfunction and child abuse |
happens more frequently when a pregnancy is unplanned and unwanted. Providing
this benefit will make more Wisconsin families healthier and happier, and that’s a pro-

family policy.

Unplanned pregnancies have a higher ratio of at-risk and low-weight babies
than planned births —and these children often face life with series physical and
emotional burdens. We all want all our babies to be happy and healthy; at-risk and
low-weight babies are often neither. Women with access to prescription contraceptives

have fewer at-risk and low-weight babies than women without such access.



This msurance requirement is pro-business. Reproductive health issues and
unplanned pregnancies cost businesses millions of dollars through direct expenses,
sick leave, co-payments, absenteeism, and higher insurance rates. At about $17 per
employee per year, the American Journal of Public Health determined that increasing
the number of birth control pill users by 15% would generate enough health care
savings to pay for providing prescription contraceptives to all the women users in the
health care plan. But instead of doing this, we’re fueling a system that spends $1.5
billion just on teen pregnancies alone. This is not the right way to allocate our scarce

health care dollars.

Requiring contraceptives would not be a unique intervention in the health care
industry. Because providers have been reluctant to do the right thing in a number of
ways, the legislature in the past, mandated coverage of kidney dialysis, equipment and
supplies for diabetes, mammograms, drugs for HIV infection, treatment of alcoholism,
drug abus¢ and mental disorders, and skilled nursing care ....Indeed, for many years
prenatal caré and'evéﬁ childhood immunizations were considered nonessential. Now
these services are accepted as necessary care and are fully covered by insurance,
saving countless lives every day. I am sure the insurance industry will be represented
today and say that they are not doing well, but while we are all aware that our health
care costs are going up, have we heard of insurance companies going out of business?
But real people are struggling. And we’ll hear that everyone’s insurance premiums
will go up to pay for this. But as I've already said, the industry is not focusing on
common sense....that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure...and using
scare tactics instead. And speaking of insurance companies and money...and
politics....maybe we should also acknowledge just why being on the Insurance
Committee in the legislature is such a coveted assignment. Let’s not give in to our

cultural bias that favors business interests over people’s health.



Some say we shouldn’t require this coverage because it’s unfair to those who
don’t use, or oppose, this benefit. But that argument goes against the basic premise of
insurance, which is shared risk. All of us are already paying for a vast array of benefits
we could never possibly use, including some that represent life choices we may object
to. I'm against srhoking or heavy drinking, but I understand and support that my
health plan covers care for lung cancer and liver damage. All participate, even though

only some benefit - that’s the whole idea of group insurance.

I find it absurd, even insulting, that so many plans voluntarily cover Viagra -- a
pill to improve men’s sex lives without any significant health care benefit — but won’t
cover the women’s prescriptions that will improve their health and the health of their
children. And Viagra costs $8-$9.00 per pill!

Ironic, absurd, insulting — and maybe even in violation of the federal Pregnancy
Discrimination Act of 1978. As the federal Equal ‘Opportunities‘ Commission has just
declared, employers whose health care plan includes other preventive services but not
prescription contraceptives, violate the Act’s guarantee that women can’t be
discriminated against on the basis of “pregnancy, childbirth or related medical

conditions.”

As the Wisconsin State Journal — a reliable supporter of the business
community, hardly a friend of government regulation --editorialized in December,
“government regulation would never have been necessary if the business community
had done the right thing in the first place.” Contraceptive equity, the paper said, “just

makes sense.”



Most people agree; public opinion surveys show steady support for family
planning, with approval ranging from 76% to 90%. A recent survey by the Kaiser
Family Foundation showed 75% support for coverage of contraceptives — far more
than the 49% who supported covering Viagra. I understand how powerful are the
political forces that support even further restrictions on women’s reproductive
freedom—they are now working to restrict access to contraceptives. But those who
oppose contraceptives on the belief that they are abortifacients are clearly out of the

mainstream.

The March of Dimes, the Wisconsin American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists, chapters of the League of Women Voters, and the Maternal and Child
Health Coalition, and many others supported this measure last year. Thirteen states,
including Iowa and Minnesota, have adopted this policy, and similar bills are beihg

considered in 22 legislatures.

Full contraceptive coverage is good for women, good for families, good for
business and good for equality. It will slash health care costs for millions of women
and families, and provide insurance companies with big savings in the medium and
long term. It has the potential to reduce the unintended pregnancy rate by 50% and
possibly abortion rates. In 1978 the Pregnancy Discrimination Act established that
women could not be discriminated against on the basis of “pregnancy, childbirth or
- related medical conditions.” Over two decades later...the time for contraceptive

equity has come.



National Organization for Women
Milwaukee chapter

414.276.3112 * now@milwaukeenow.org * http://www.milwaukeenow.org

%2’;’%3%'—' 611 North Broadway, Suite 408 « Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202
FOR WOMEN

Senate Bill 128
Contraceptive Equity Bill
Statement of the National Organization for Women—Milwaukee chapter
May 10, 2001

There are over 600,000 women in Wisconsin who need contraceptive services. Birth control is part
of women’s basic health care which allows families to both adequately space desired pregnancies and
avoid unintended pregnancies. But, women spend 68% more for basic health care because they
must bear the brunt of the cost of contraceptives.

Women do not have real choices over their reproductive lives unless they have access to affordable,
reliable birth control. A primary barrier to that access is the lack of insurance coverage for
prescription contraceptives. Although most health insurers cover prescription drugs, many routinely
exclude contraceptives. For instance, while 97% of large group health insurance plans cover
prescriptions, half of those plans do not cover any contraceptive method and only 33% cover birth
control pills.

Three in four women say cost is an important factor when choosing between a birth control method
that is covered by their insurance and one that is not. Without coverage, many women are forced to
choose the method that they can afford, which is not always the method that is best for them. SB 128
would help eliminate this grave inequality in women’s health care by requiring private insurers to
cover contraceptive drugs and services to the same extent that other prescriptions are already being
covered. ~ : ‘

The lack of contraceptive coverage in health insurance places the most effective forms of birth
control beyond the financial reach of many women, leading to unintended pregnancies. Over three
million unintended pregnancies occur each year, half of which end in abortion. It is vital that women
and their families have the means to responsibly manage their reproductive lives. Women and their
families must have access to affordable contraception in order to prevent unintended pregnancies and
thus reduce the need for abortion.

Birth control is basic health care and is a medically necessary immunization for unwanted
pregnancies. Most sexually active women spend four-fifths of their reproductive years trying to

- avoid pregnancy. A woman who is sexually active throughout her reproductive years and wants only
two children will need contraceptive protection for more than 20 years of her life. There is a
tremendous need for this bill and for contraceptive services. If women desire small families, which
is the universal preference in industrialized societies, then the need to practice contraception is great.

Because birth control is classified as “optional” health care, insurers are allowed to skimp on
equitable coverage. And because contraception is so essential, women, by necessity, must pay out-
of-pocket to have it. Women need and deserve the best birth control method for them to be covered
by insurance so it is accessible and affordable. It is time to close the gender gap in health care by
passing the Contraceptive Equity Bill.

HHE
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Senate Bill 128: Health Insurance Mandates

According to studies by the NFIB, Wisconsin’s small business owners are strongly
opposed to government-mandated health care coverage. Regardless of the mandate and
notwithstanding cost-saving claims made by proponents, small business owners do not want
to hand over to the government health care coverage decision-making. Small business
owners feel they deserve the right to make their health care coverage decisions based on what
they can afford and what they and their employees want for coverage.

As with any government mandate, health care mandates create a devastating and
costly burden for our small business owners — placing themselves and their workers at risk of
not being able to afford any coverage. In fact, according to one recent study, for every one-
percent increase in the cost of health insurance, there is a three-percent loss of coverage for
small businesses. As cost increases, many small business owners are driven out of the
market entirely — causing them to drop existing coverage.

While some may argue that the cost impact of a particular mandate is minimal, all
mandates increase costs. Just twelve of the most common health mandates can increase
premiums by as much as 30 percent, according to the Center for Policy Analysis. Recently,
Wisconsin’s small business owners have reported some dramatic increases in health
insurance premiums, and many are struggling to find ways to maintain their existing
coverage.

Government mandating additional health insurance coverage will increase the cost of
health insurance for small business owners and their workers, will increase the uninsured
population, will reduce coverage for many, and worse yet, will cause some workers and
employers to drop coverage altogether.

It is on behalf of those small business owners of our state, who are already struggling
to provide insurance coverage for themselves and their employees, that I respectfully urge
your vote in opposition to passage of Senate Bill 128.
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