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Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

2001 Assembly Bill AB 239

Position: In Favor

Testimony
By
Karl R. Brooks
Snowmobile/ATV Administrator
608-267-7455

Senate Committee Hearing
10-10-01

The Department supports Assembly Bill 239 in present form including the amendments passed by the
Assembly.

This bill reflects positive and necessary changes to correct deficiencies in the snowmobile program due to
changes over time and will address consumer protection concerns, safety provisions and social issues that
are threatening trails.

The Department recognizes there may be opposition to AB 239 on sections 23 and 24 by the snowmobile
industry, specifically the modification of sound measuring standards. The Department has earnestly
entered into discussions with industry officials and will continue to try and address the concerns presented.
The Department believes that sections 23 and 24 will make the necessary corrections so that sound
emissions can be measured more accurately and efficiently in an effort to curtail the problems presented by
loud and obnoxious snowmobile exhaust systems.

The specific changes addressed by the bill are;

¢ Changing the month the department estimates the number of registered snowmobiles from February to
March will more accurately reflect the number of machines used to calculate the gas tax formula.

®  Defining hour meters and odometers for all-terrain vehicle, boat and snowmobile under chapter 100
are necessary to reflect changes for the inclusion of hour meter and odometer laws.

®  The bill prohibits a person from interfering, tampering or removing an hour meter on a snowmobile,
boat or all-terrain vehicle similar to the provisions for farm equipment and motor vehicles. The
provisions of this bill also prohibit a person from interfering with an odometer of a snowmobile or all-
terrain vehicle. A lawful method for replacing broken or damaged hour meters or odometers is
provided by the statute. Penalties for violating the statute are included.

* Requires snowmobiles operating on a roadway to adhere to posted road speed limits. Current law only
requires a rider adjacent to a roadway to follow the posted speed limit.

*  Allows an officer to operate a snowmobile on a highway as long as he/she uses a red or blue or a
combination of lights. Current statutory wording references a blue light only.

* Requires snowmobile operators to use rules of safety (operating on the far right of trails) when meeting
oncoming snowmobiles.

®  Requires the department to establish rules related to the testing of snowmobile noise using a stationary
sound test.

*  Requires the snowmobile certificate to be delivered to the new owner at the time of the sale.

¢ Exempts snowmobilers participating in a sanctioned race or derby from having to submit the required
accident report form if they are involved in a crash that requires medical attention.
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