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CHAPTER 7
ELECTION OFFICIALS ; BOARDS; SELECTION AND DUTIES; CANVASSING

SUBCHAPTERI 7.33 Service as an electionfizfal.
SELECTION AND DUTIES 7.36 Chief inspectdl_s duties.
7.03  Compensation of electionfafials and trainees. 7.37  Inspectors’ duties.
7.08 Elections board. 7.38 Vacancies after nomination.
7.10  County clerks. 7.40  Sample ballots.
711 Menominee county; town elections. 7.41  Public’s right to access.
7.15 Municipal clerks. SUBCHAPTER I
7.20 Board of election commissioners. CANVASS OF RETURNS AND CERFICATION
7.21 Election commissioners, duties and regulations. 7.50 Elector intent.
7.22 Municipal board of election commissioners. 7.51 Local board of canvassers.
7.23 Destruction of election materials. 7.53 Municipal canvass.
7.24 Title to election materials. 7.54 Contested elections.
7.25 Voting machine dicials’ duties. 7.60 County canvass.
7.30 Appointment of election ditials. 7.70 State canvass.
7.31 Training and certification of chief inspectors. 7.75 Presidential electors meeting.
7.32 Change of election fi€ial numbers. 7.80 Notice of election.
Cross-reference: See definitions in £.02 pensatedy the municipality where they serve at the option of the
municipality.
SUBCHAPTERI (2) The amount of compensation of electioriicifils, when
authorizedor required, shall be fixed by the appropriate county
SELECTION AND DUTIES board of supervisors, municipal governing boay municipal

boardof election commissioners in cities over 500,000 popula
tion. The board shall fix the amount to be paid any person
£pployedto perform duties for thstate. If the board employs an
individual to performduties which are the responsibility of a
countyor municipality the board shall chge the expense to the

7.03 Compensation of election officials and trainees.
(1) (a) Except as authorized under this paragraph, a reason
daily compensation shall be paid each inspectpvoting ma
chine custodian, automatic tabulating equipmeathnician, MO

memberof a board of canvassers, messenged tabulator who COUNtyor municipality _ _

s employecand performing dutes under cBdo 12. Dally corn 550 1973599 57 1977 5 30071870 ¢ ooz o1 e doesa
pensationshall also berovided to dicials and trainees for at

tendanceat training sessions and examinations required by tife08 Elections board. In addition to its duties for ballot-ar
boardunder s.7.31 Alternatively such election ditials and rangementunder ch5 and date and notice requirements under ch.
traineesmay be paid by the hour at a proportionate for each 10, the board shall:

houractually worked. Any electionfifial or trainee mayghoose (1) ELECTIONFORMS,VOTING APPARATUS. (a) Prescribe all tf

to volunteer his or her services by filing with the municigdetk cial ballot forms necessary under chiso 12 and revise the &

of the municipality in which he or she serves a written declinati@fal ballot forms to harmonize with legislation and the curreiit of
to accept compensation. The volunteer status of the elecfion ofjal status of the political partieshenever necessarirhe board
cial or trainee remains fefctive until the dicial or trainee files a shallprovide one copy of each ballot form without efeato each
written revocation with the municipal clerk. county and municipal clerk and boartielection commissioners.

(b) Except as provided in pgbm), any compensation owed The board shall distribute or arrange for distributibadditional
shallbe paid by the municipality in which the election is held, exopies. The prescribed forms shall be substantiallipwed in all
ceptthatany compensation payable to a technician, messengsectionsunder chs5 to 12.
tabulator,or member of the board of canvassers who is employed(b) Prescribe the necessary standard sample forms and ballot
to perform services for the county shall be paid by the camdy containerso make the canvass, returns, statements and tally sheet
compensationpayable to anymessenger or tabulator who isstatementgor all elections the results of which are reportable to
employedto perform services for the state shall be paid by thige board under .60 (4) (a)and all other materials as it deems
board. necessaryo conduct the elections. The sample forms siuail

(bm) Whenever a special election is cal®da county or by tain the necessary certificates of the inspectors and canvassers
a school districta technical college district, a sewerage districtyith notes explaining their use and statutory basis.
asanitary district, or a public inland lake protection and rehabilita (c) Prescribe forms required by 624 (3)and(4), 6.30 (4)
tion district, the county or districthall pay the compensation of6.33(1), 6.40 (1) (b)6.47 (1) (a) 2and(3), 6.55 (2)and(3), 6.79
electionofficials performing duties in those municipalities, as dg5) and6.86 (2)and(3). All such forms shall contain a statement
terminedunder sub(2). of thepenalty applicable to false or fraudulent registration or vot

(c) If a central counting location serving more than one munimng through use of the form. Forms are not required to be fur
ipality is utilized under s7.51 (1) the cost of compensation ofnishedby the board.
electionofficials at the location shall be proportionately divided (d) Promulgate rules for the administration of the statutory re
betweerthe municipalities utilizing the location, excepat if all  quirementgor voting machineand electronic voting systems and
municipalities within a county utilize the locatichecompensa  any othervoting apparatus which may be introduced in this state
tion shall be paid by the county for use at electionsPursuant to such responsibilitye board may

(d) Except as otherwise provided in.daj, special registra obtainassistance from competent persons to check the machines,
tion deputies appointed under6ss5 (6) special voting deputies systemsand apparatus and approve for use those types meeting
appointedunders.6.875 (4)and oficials and trainees who attendthe statutory requirements and shall establish reasorcaiote
training sessions under 8.15 (1) (epr7.25(5) may also be com pensatiorfor persons performing duties under this paragraph.
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(2) CerTIFIEDLISTS. (@) As soon as possible after the closingnders. 1L.50 (1) (a) 1. b. after the special election. In addition, the board shall

i inati i nsmit at the sametime a list of eligible political parties that are authorized to
datefor f”mg nomination papers or aﬁ.er the canv_ass of the prlmusegrants from the Wisconsin election campaign fund to make contributions un
ry vote, but no later than the deadlines established 10.66  gers. 1.50(2s)() to candidates of those parties whose namesearertified under
transmitto each county clerkeertified list of all candidates on file this paragraph. The board shall electonically transmit a similar list of candi-
in its office for whichelectors in that county may vote. The lisglateswho the board determines ae eligible to receive a grant under s. 1.50 (4)

; ; bg) or (br) within 24 hours after any candidate qualifies to eceive such a grant.
shaII’d¢S|gnate the.order qf_ranger_n_ent and contain each Cand‘rhe list shall contain each candidates name, the mailing addess indicated upon
date SflrSt name, middle |n[t|a| or initials and lasame, .Unless the the candidate’s registration form, the office for which the individual is a candi
candidateon his other nomination papers or declaration of candiate and the party or principle which he or she epresents, ifany or the name of
dacyspecifies that the middle initial be deleted, that a full middl%!‘e.e“g'fb'e political party and the mailing address indicated on the partys regis-
nameor former legal surname be substitutedtfier middle initial, trat'°3" orm. d bublish . h
thatan initial be substituted for the candidatétst name or that _ (3) El'-ECT'ON MlANU_A'-- Preparle and publis se%arate Ir om tde
anickname be substituted for a first or middle name or for a ﬁglfecg%n axvs ane ec“%r;. manula_ vynttekr]\ sg as to fehea5||y unaer
initial or middle initial or initials, but no other abbreviations opt00dby the genergbublic explaining the duties of the election
titles are permitted. The list shall also include each candidatgﬁ'c'als' togethemith notes and references to the statutes as the
residenceand post-dice address; the Biée for which the person oardconsnders_adwsable. The election manual shall:
is a candidate; and, the party or princifile candidate represents, (2) Be compiled by the board.
if any in 5 words or less. Names of candidates nominated underb) Emphasize the fact that electiofiicgéls should help, not
s.7.380r8.35shall be certified by the board upon filiofithe nee  hinder,electors in exercising their voting rights.
essarypapers with it. At any time prior to an election, the board (c) Be subject to periodic review and revision whesessary
may transmit an amended certification if a candidate dies or is de (4) ELecTionLAWS. Publish the election laws. The board shall

terminednot to qualify for ballot placement. - _ sell or distribute or arrange for the sale or distribution of copies of
(b) The certified list of candidates for president and vice preghe election laws to county and municipal clegesd boards of

dentnominated at a national convention by a party entitled toefectioncommissioners and members of the public.

Septembeprimary ballot or for whom electors have beemi (5) DisTRICT maPs. Distribute, upon requesind free of

natedunder s8.20shall be sent as soon as possible after the C[@arge,to any candidate for representative in Congress, state sen
ing date for filing nomination papers, but no later than the-deago, or representative to the assembly a copy of the map or maps
lines established in £0.06 _ receivedunder s16.96 (3) (b)showing district boundaries.

(%) AS soon as poszlble ;fter tﬁe C?}”"?SS (ﬁmgeg and Se;?] (7) VOTING SYSTEM TRANSITIONAL ASSISTANCE. From the ap
temberprimary votes, but niater than the firstdesday in Marc propriationunder s20.510 (1) (c)provide assistance to munici
andthe 4th Tiesday in Septembdransmit to the state treasure,jitiesthat used punch card electronic voting systems &G0

a certified listof all eligible candidates for statefioe who have spring election to enable the municipalities to employ another

filed applications under 41.50 (2)and whom the boardeter 6 of electronic voting system, and provide training for election
minesto be eligibleto receive payments from thei$tonsin elee  sficials in the use of replacement systems.

tion campaign fund. The list shall contain each candilag@he, e g, (7) is epealed eff. 7-1-08 bgoo1 Ws. Act 16

the mailing address indicated upon the candidategistration History: 1071 . 2421073 . 334.6, 57: 1975 ¢, 8593, 04, 199 1077 . 20

form, the ofice for which the individual is a candidate and thgy; 3047427 1979 ¢. 89177, 260, 311 1981 c. 3771983 a. 51484 1985 a. 120

party or principle which he or she represents, if.any 304; 1989 a. 1921993 a. 1401995 a. 165.2; 1997 a. 271999 a. 49182 2001 a.
NOTE: Par. (c) is amended eff. 7-1-03 b001 Wis. Act 109to read: 16, 38,107, 109

(c) As soon as possible after the canvass of the spring and September prima
ry votes, but no later than the first Tiesday inMarch and the 4th Tuesday in Sep 7.10 County clerks. (1) ELECTION SUPPLIESAND BALLOTS.

tember, fransmit to the state treasurer a certified list of all eligible candidates for (&) Each county clerk shall provide ballots for every election in
state office whohave filed applications under s. 1.50 (2) and whom the board  the county for allnational, state and countyfioks, including met
determinesto beeligible to receive payments fom the Wisconsin election cam ropolitan sewerage commission elections unde200.09 (1)
paign fund, together with alist of eligible political parties that are authorized to e ;

usegrants from the Wisconsin election campaign fund to make contributions un (@m), for municipal judges e_Iepted under§5.01 (4jand for state
der s. 1..50 (2s) (f) to those candidates. The board shall also electically trans- ~ and county referenda. Théioial and sample ballots shall be pre

mit a similar list of candidates whathe board determines ae eligible to eceive  paredin substantially the same form as those prescribed by the
agrant under s. 150 (4) (bg) or (br) within 24 hours after any candidate quali  phoardunder s7.08 (1) (a_)

fies to receive sucha grant. The list shall contain each candidate’name, the . .

mailing address indicated upon the candidate'registration form, the office for (b) The county clerk shall supply $igfent poll list forms for

which the individual is a candidate and the party or principle which he or she  municipalitiesthat do not have elector registration and other elec
represents,f any, or the name of the eligible political party and the mailing ad  tjon supplies for national, state acountyelections. The poll list
dressindicated on the party’s registration form. forms and other election supplies shall be enclosed in the sealed

(cm) As soon as possible after the canvass of a special pPimaRkagecontaining the dicial ballots and delivered to the munic
or the date that the primary would be held, if required, transmltiB)ad clerk.

the state treasurex certified list of all eligible candidates for state With board | tv clerk h
office who havefiled applications under &1.50 (2)and whom the __ (€) county board approval any county clerk may purchase
or print the oficial forms of nomination papers for distributitm

board determines to be eligible to receive a grant from thedV- erson at cost or free
sin election campaign fund prior to the election. The board sh@llYP )
alsotransmit a similar list of candidates, if amho have filedap (2) PrRePARINGBALLOTS. Thecounty clerk shall prepare copy
plications under s11.50 (2)and whom the board determirtede for the oficial ballots immediately upon receipt of the certified list
eligible to receive a grant under4..50 (1) (a) 2after the special of candidates’ names frpm the board. Names certified by the
election. The list shall contain each candidateame, the mailing Poardshall be arranged in the order certified. The county clerk
addressndicated upon the candidateegistration form, the of sha[lplacethe names of all candidates filed in the cleddfice or
fice for which the individual is a candidate and the party or princtertifiedto the clerk by the board on the proper ballot or ballots
ple which he or she represents, if any underthe appropriate &ite and party titles.
NOTE: Par. (cm) is amended eff. 7-1-03 bg001 Wis. Act 109to read: (3) TimE SCHEDULE. (@) The county clerk shall distribute the
(cm) As soon as possible after the canvass of a special primasythe date ballotsto the. municipal clerks no Iat.er than 31 days before each
that the primary would be held, if required, transmit to the state teasuer acer ~ Septembeprimary and general election and no later than 22 days
tified list of all eligible candidates forstate office who have filed applications un  beforeeach other primary and election. Election forms prepared
der s. .50 (2) and whom the board determines to be eligible teceive a grant by the board shall be distributedtae same time. If the board
from the Wisconsin election campaign fund prior to the election. The board shall . ifi . . if th
alsotransmit a similar list of candidates, if any who have filed applications ua ~ ransmitsan amended certification under7s08 (2) (aor if the
der s. 150 (2) and whom the board determines tbe eligible to receive a grant boardor a court orders a ballot error to be corrected ur@@@.
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(6) or5.72 (3)after ballots have been distributed, the county clerkanceof their duties, and administer examinations as authorized
shalldistribute corrected ballots to the municipal clerks as soonwaglers.7.30 (2) (c) The clerk shall assure thaficiils who serve
possible. atpolling places where an electronic voting system is used-are fa

(b) The county clerk shall distribute an adequaieply of sep Miliar with the system and competent to instruct electors in its
aratelywrappedbfficial ballots to each municipal clerk so the-muproperuse. The clerk shall inspect systematically and thoroughly
nicipal clerk may supply ballots to absent elector applicante the conduct of elections in the municipality so that elections are
remaining ballots shall be sent in separately sealed packadwestly.efficiently and uniformly conducted.
clearly designating the ward fevhich each is intended and the ap  (f) Dischage election dicials for improper conduct or willful
proximatenumber of ballots of each kind enclosed. neglectof duties.

(4) ResoLvING NoTIcE DousTs. When in doubt as to com  (g) Report suspected election frauds, irregularities or viola
pliancewith the statutory requirements for election notices or thions of which the clerk has knowledge to the district attorney
correctfees to be paid for them, the county clerk may consult the () Review examine and certify the digiency and validity
board. _ of petitions and nomination papers.

_ (6) MuniciPAL JUDGE;CERTIFIEDLIST. If candidates for the of  (jy Direct how and when to destroy the contents of the blank
fice of a municipal judge who is elected unders5.01 (4)ile  pajiot boxes and unused election materials.

nominationpapers in the éte of the county clerk and any munic ; .
ipality served by the judge prepares its own ballots for voting (Jgnsairt'g Oarirgggigtef et;?ltlr?(taﬁeufgr?r?giilclx égﬁ;ccvgggca)mak
chines or an electronic voting system, the county clerk shall ce 96 86 (2) q )

fy to the municipal clerk of that municipality thrames of the

candidatesor judge as soon as possible after the last ddjfifay (k) Reassign inspectors appointed to serve at one polling place
nominationpapers and after certificatidsy the county board of t0 another polling place within thaunicipality whenever neces
canvassersf the results of any primary election. saryto assure adequagtafing at all polling places. No such reas

History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 2801973 c. 334.57. 1977 ¢. 394,53  Signmentmay have the &fct of eliminating representation at a
1977 c. 4271979 c. 221260, 311, 355 1981 c. 3771983 a. 4841985 a. 89304  polling place by one of the political partiestitled to nominate
1991a. 3161999 a. 15G.672 1999 a. 1822001 a. 107 inspectorwnder 5730 (2) (a_)

7.11 Menominee county; town elections. The clerk shall (2) MuNicIPAL ELECTION DUTIES. (@) In municipal elections,

preparea ballot distinguishing between supervisors elected municipal clerks shall perform the duties prescribed for county

largeand by ward in any countyaving only one town with a part cerksby s.7.10 . o

of the county board members elected by wards. _ (b) Cities over 500,000 population may prepare their ofn of

History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2} 1973 c. 334 cial and sample ballots. @fial ballots not utilized asbsentee

ballotsshall be printed so they are ready at least 2 days before the

7.15 Municipal clerks. (1) SUPERVISE REGISTRATION AND  election.

ELECTIONS. Each municipal clerk has clger and supervisioaf (c) With the consent of the county clerk, municipalities may

electionsandregistration in the municipalityThe clerk shall per preparetheir own ballots whenever voting machines or electronic

form the followingdutiesand any others which may be necessagbting systems are used in elections where candidates for both lo

to properly conduct elections or registration: cal offices and national, state or countjic#s appear on the bal

(&) Equip polling places. lot. This paragraph does not apply to cities under(par

(b) Provide for the purchase amdaintenance of election (d) Whenever the governing body of any municipality submits
equipment. any question to a vote of the electors or whenever a proper recall

(c) Prepare ballots for municipal elections, and distribute bdletitionand certificate are filed under®10 the municipatlerk
lots and provide other supplies for conducting all electichise ~ shallissue a call for the election and prepare and distribute ballots
municipal clerk shall deliver poll list formseceived from the asrequired in the authorization of submission or as provided in
countyclerk to the pollingplaces with the ballots before the polls).10 The date of thesferendum shall be fixed by the municipal
open. clerk or board of election commissioners unless otherwise pro
(cm) Prepare dicial absentee ballots for delivery éectors vided by law or unless the governing body fixedate. The ballot
requestinghem, and send anfigial absentee ballot to each elec for any referendurshall conform to .64 (2) If there is already
tor who has requested one no later than the 30th day before e@ffficial municipal referendum ballot for the election, tues
Septembeprimary and generalection and no later than the 21sHON may appear on the same ballot.
daybefore each other primary and electibtie request is made  (3) BALLOT SuPPLY;SAMPLE BALLOTS. (a) Where voting ma
beforethat day; otherwise, the municipal clerk shall send fin ofchinesare used or where electronic voting systems are employed,
cial absentee ballot within one day of the time the elisctequest  the municipal clerk shalprovide at least 2 duplicate sample-bal
is received. lots for each ward in diagram form showing the board or screen
(cs) Prepare write—in absentballots for delivery to military |nS|dgeach voting machllne or the front of each _ballot as it will ap
electorsunder s6.25 (2)at each election, armiepare write—in ab Pearin the voting machines or booths on election day
senteeballots for delivery to overseas electarsler s6.25 (3)at (b) Sample ballots and voting machine ballots shall be fur
each election for nationalfice, no later than the 90th day beforenishedto the oficials in theward or election district at least one
theelection, or as soon as possible after tfieesf to be contested day before each election.
atthe election are known, whichevetaser and distribute the bal (4) ReCORDINGELECTORS. After each election where registra
lots to each military or overseas elector after ballots are availakiten is used, the municipal clerk shall make a recérehch elector
or within one day after a request is received, whichever is later who has voted at the election by stamping or writing the date of
beginningon the day that Gtial absentee ballots become avail the election in the appropriate spacetbe original registration
able,the clerk shall not mail write—in absentee ballots and shedrm of the electar Municipalities employing data processing
substituteofficial absentee ballots for amyrite—in absentee bal may, in lieu of this requirement, record voting information in such

lots requested. amanner that it is readily available for retrieval by computer
~ (d) Prepare the necessary notices and publications in connec(s) RecorpOFBALLOTS RECEIVED. Each municipal clerk shall
tion with the conduct of elections or registrations. keepa record of when and in what condition the packages centain

(e) In coordination with the board, instruct electioficidls in  ing the ballots were receivétbm the county clerk. The munici
their duties, callingthem together whenever advisable, advisgal clerk shall deliver to the properfiials the unopened pack
themof changes in laws, rules and procedurtectng the perfoer agesof ballots the day before the election.
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(6) SussTiTUTEBALLOTS. (@) The municipal clerk shall pro to 12 shall be carried out by the municigeilcounty board of elec
vide substitute paper ballots substantially the form of the origi tion commissioners or its executive directonlessspecifically
nal ballots whenever the necessary original ballots areelot  retainedor assigned in this section or7s22

eredto the municipality are destroyed, are lost or stolen after (2) The county board of election commissioneray hire an
delivery,are not ready for distribution or the supply is exhaustegkecutivedirector who shall perform whatever duties the board
during polling hours. The municipal clerk may also provide-sulassigngo him or her The county board shall determine the salary
stitutepaper ballots, together with ballot boxes and voting bootf, that executive director Appointment and removal dhat
whenevera votingmachine or electronic voting system is-enexecutivedirector shall be subject to civil service standards. An
deredinoperable by a malfunctiomhich occurs within 24 hours executivedirector of the city board of election commissioners
of the time sefor opening of the polls. Paper ballots may be cashallbe appointed under 82.51

only in accordance with the procedures prescribed i6.86.(2) (2m) The county board of election commissioners may:

and7.37 (4) (a) Bring civil actions to require forfeitures unded .60for

(b) Upon receiving the substitute paper ballots alCCOmpa“'ggyviolation of ch.11. Forfeiture actions brought by the county
by a statement made under oath by the municipal clerk that the Balarq of election commissioners maypncern only violations
lots have been prepared and furnished by the clerk to replace i respect to reports mtatements required by law to be filed
original ballots whichare not available, or to substitute for a-votyith jt. The county board of election commissioners may compro
ing machine or electronic voting system whies been rendered miseand settle any civil action or potential action brought er au
|noperableby amalfqnctlon which occurreq W|_th|n 72 hours ofihorized to be brought by it unde. 11 which, in the opinion of
thetime set for opening dhe polls, the election fifials shall use he county board of election commissioners, constitutes a minor
the substitute ballots in the same manner as if they had been ogh|ation, a violationcaused by excusable neglect, or which for
nal ballots. othergood cause shown, should nottie public interest be prose
(7) REQUESTCANVASS ASSISTANCE. The municipal clerknay  cutedunder such chapteNotwithstanding s778.06 an action or
requestll election dficials to assist the inspectors in canvassingroposedaction authorized under this paragrapay be settled
thevotes received at the respective polling places. for such sum as may be agreed betwberparties. Any sette
(8) ResoLvING NoTICE DousTs. When in doubt as to com ment made by the county board of election commissioners shall
pliancewith the statutory requirements for election notices or tHigin such amount as to deprive ieeged violator of any benefit
correctfees to be paid for them, the municiplérk may consult of his or her wrongdoing and may contain a penal component to
the board. serveas a deterrent to future violations. In settling actions er pro
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 334.57; 1975 c. 85s.50, 65, 1975 c. Posedactions, the county board of election commissioners shalll
275 422,1977 c. 2831977 c. 394.54; 1977 c. 427447, 1979 c. 260311, 1981  treatcomparable situations in a comparable manner andeshall
St 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987a. 3911989 a. 1971991 2. 3161999 2. 182 gyrethat any settlement bears a reasonable relationship e the
' verity of the ofense or alleged f#fnse. Forfeiture actions brought
7.20 Board of election commissioners. (1) A municipal by the countyboard of election commissioners shall be brought
boardof electioncommissioners and a county board of electiof the circuit court for the county served by the boarele¢tion
commissionershall be established in every citgd county over COMMISSIONETS.
500,000population. _ (b) Inthe dischage.of itsa_uthprity under pata) and upon no .
(2) Eachboard of election commissioners shall consisg of tice to the partyor parties being investigated, subpoena and bring
membersgach member being chosen from lists of at least 3 narf§$ore it anypersorin the state and require the production of any
each,selectedand approved by the county committee of the BaPerspooks or other records relevant to an investigationir-A
political parties receiving the most votes for governor in thgHit court may by order permit the inspection and copying of the
countyin the case of the county boastlelection commissioners, &ccountsand the depositts and loan records at any financial in
andreceiving the most votes for governor in the city in the cagitution,as defined in s/05.01 (3) doingbusiness in the state to
of the city board of election commissioners, in the last genefdtainevidence of any violation of ciil upon showing by the
election. The county executive, for the county board of eIecticﬁP“myboard of election commissionesbprobable cause to be
commissionersshall select from the list 2 persons from the majol'€Ve that there is a violation and that such accounts and records
ity party and one person from the next highest party in the cour'if}?.y have a substantial relation to the violation. In the digghar
The mayorfor the city board of election commissioners, shall s€' itS duties, the county board of election commissioners may
lectfrom the list 2 persons from the majority party and one persbauSethe deposition of witnesses to be taken in the manner pre
from the next highest party in the city scribedfor taking de_posmons_ln CIYIl actions in C|rcu_|t cou_rt.
(3) The persons chosen shall be qualified electors and resi (c) Delegate to its executive director the authority to issue a

dentsof the stateand county and, for the city board of electior?tPPOenar apply for a search warrant under. ¢y, subject to
commissionersof the city suchlimitations as the county board of election commissioners

(4) Beforebeginning their duties as electicommissioners considersappropriate. . L .
eachappointee shall take and file théicil oath. (3) The board of election commissioneis authorized to

5) Eachboard of electi o hall ch . employadditional clerical assistants to carry out its necessary du
(5) Eachboard of election commissioners shall choose its 0Wjds "The assistants’ salaries shall be fixed by the governing body
chairperson. An act of a majority of the board is act of the ¢ municipality or county

board.

. L 4) Theboard of election commissioners may procure a seal
(6) Theelection commissioners shall not hold any other puly, “) yp

. ' T S h .to authenticate ditial papers and documents.

lic office and are ineligible for any appointive or elective public 5) The cit il and board shall iddic

office, except the dice of notary public, during their term. (5) The city council and county board shall providéi
spacen the city hall and county courthouse, respectivedyall

(7) Theterm of ofice shall be 4 years, and until successor:ée necessary expenses, cooperate with the board of electien com

havebeen commissioned and qualified, beginning on July 1 eafsionersprovide storage space for the election equipment and
yearfollowing a presidential election. Successors shall be ag,

pointedthe same way
History: 1973 c. 3341975 c. 1241983 a. 484.172 (1) 1993 a. 184

ppliesandassist with the moving and conducting of the elec
tionsas necessary

History: 1973c. 3341979 c. 891983 a. 361983 a. 484.172 (1) (2);1985 a.
) o ) ) 3045s.81, 155 1987 a. 3821999 a. 15(.672 1999 a. 182
7.21 Election commissioners, duties and regulations.

(1) All powers and duties assignexdithe municipal or county 7.22 Municipal board of election commissioners.
clerk or themunicipal or county board of canvassers under®hs(1) Thecommon council shall determine the salaries of the elec
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tion commissioners and shall includefaiént funds in its budget circuit judge for the décted jurisdiction. Upon petition of the at
to allow the municipal board of election commissioners to fulfilorneygeneral or a district attorney or U.S. attorney for thectf
its duties. edjurisdiction, a circuit judge for thefatted jurisdiction may er
(2) All expenses shall be paid upon order of the municipd@r that specifiedmaterials not be destroyed or that specified
boardof election commissioners, signed by the chairperson aigg¢orderspnits or compartments not bieared or erased as other
executivedirector and countersigned by the city comptrollgnie  wise authorized under this subsection until the court so permits.
orders,made payable to persons in whiéseor issued, shall be the The governommay by order permit the clearing of voting machine
vouchersfor the city treasurer for the payment of the orders. recorderson machines needed ¢onduct a special election prior
(3) Themunicipal board of election commissioners shalt prd0 the time authorized under this subsection, unless therde
pareand furnish copies of all registrations, books, maps, instrlma_ndfor recount, notice of an election contest or a contest-or liti
tions, and forms pertaining to the rules for registration and cofiationpending, or a court of record orders that the recorders not
ductingelections for the use and guidance of the eledfficials.  be cleared.

() Themuniipal board of olecion commissionerssoafh_ 110, 1313 TS O M s 20
pile and publish a biennial report, containing election statisti¢gs7'a. 301 ' ’ T ' o
andreturns of all primaries and elections held within their city and
county. Copies of the same shall be distributed to persons in sqch4 Title to election materials. The filing of anomination
quantitiesas the municipal board of election commissionefsaper,ballot application, financial report,fafavit, or otherform
deemsproper or statementvith the appropriate 6€ial or agency responsible
(5) Thechief of police shall station a polio#ficer at polling for accepting such materials under chg 12 irrevocably trans
placesdesignated by the municipal boafelection commission fersthe legal title to such fifial or agencyregardless of the disf

ersfor each election. ciencyof the filing. The dicial or agency shall retain all election
History: 1973 c. 3341977 c. 511983 a. 484.172 (1) 1985 a. 304.155 1993  materialsuntil destruction or other disposition is authorized under
a.184 2001 a. 107 s.7.23

. . . . History: 1975 c. 931979 c. 89
7.23 Destruction of election materials. (1) All materials istory ¢ 93 ¢

andsupplies associated with an election, except as provided7ips  \/oting machine officials’ duties. (1) The municipal
sub.(2), may be destroyed according to the following schedul@jerk of each municipality in which voting machines are used
(a) Any unused materials after an election and the contentsreéponsiblefor the proper ballot being placed on each machine,
the blank ballot box after a primary may be destroyed at a time ah@ sample ballots, setting, adjusting, and putting the machine in
in a manner designated by the appropriate clerk. orderto use in voting when delivered to the ward. For the purpose
(b) Woting machine recorders essential fooper operation of of labeling, setting, adjusting and putting thating machines in
voting machines may be cleared and reactivated 14 days after arger,one or more competent voting machaustodians may be

primaryand 21 days after any other election. employed.
(c) Registration cards which are canceled und&s§. (7)may (2) Underthe direction othe municipal clerk, the custodian
be destroyed 4 years after cancellation. shalllabel or insert, set, adjust, put in order and deliver the ma

(d) Except as provided in $1.21 (1) (a) financial reports chineswith all necessary furniturand appliances to the rooms
maybe destroyed @ears after the date of receipt. Financial regigvherethe election will be held for each ward at least one hour be
tration statements may be destroyed 6 years after terminattiorfore the time set for opening the polls on election. day
registration. (3) In preparing a voting machine for an election according to

(e) Registration and poll lists created at a nonpartisan primdhge directions furnished, theustodian shall arrange the machine
or election may béestroye® years after the primary or electionandballot so both will meet all the requirements for voting and
atwhichthey were created and registration and poll lists createduntingthe election in the manner provided for in macltoe
ata partisan primary or election may be destroyed 4 years afterghection.
primary or election at which they were created. (4) Whena voting machine is properly prepared for an-elec

(f) Except as authorized in patb) and(g), ballots, applica tion and delivered to the election waiitlshall be locked and
tionsfor absentee ballots, registration forms, or other records asehledagainst any movement and the governing body or bafard
papersequisite to voting at any federal election, other than+egislectioncommissioners shall provide proper protectioprevent
tration cards, may be destroyed after 22 months. tamperingwith the machines. The custodians preparing the ma

(g) Detachable recording units and compartments for use withinesshall deliver the keys for the machirtesthe municipal
electronic voting machines mée cleared or erased 14 days aftetlerk or executive director of the board of election commissioners
any primary and 21 days after any other election. Before clearitigetherwith a written report of each machieeondition.
or erasing the units or compartments, a municipal clerk shalt trans (5) Beforean election each electiorfisfal serving at goll-
fer the data contained in the units or compartmentsiiskeor oth  ing place where voting machines are used shall be instructed in
er recording medium which may be erased or destroyed 22 monir use andheir duties in connection with them by the municipal
afterthe election to which the data relates. clerk, who shall call as many meetings to give instructions to the

(h) Ballots may be destroyed 30 days after any election. electionofficials as are necessar@fficials and trainees maye

(i) Official canvasses may be destroyed 10 yefies the elec compensatedor attendance. Any person wkioes not under
tion to which they relate. standthe machines shall not be paid nor be allowed to serve.

(i) Election notices, and proofs piiblication and correspen  (6) (&) Where voting machines are used, the electiicials
dencefiled in connection with such notices may be destroyed offg eachward shall meet at their proper polling place at least 15
yearafter the date of the election to which they relate. minutesbefore the time set for opening of the ptdisrrange the

(k) All other materials and supplies associatétti an election Voting machines and furniture to properly conduct the election.
may be destroyed 90 days after the election. (b) 1. Before openinthe polls, the election fidials shall do

(2) If there is a demand for a recount, notice of an election all of the following:
testor any contest or litigation pending with respecin election, a. Compare the ballots on tiheachines with the sample bal
materialsmay be destroyed and recorders, units or compartmelatts furnished by the municipal clerk to ensure that the names,
may be cleared or erased only rder of the judge in whose courthumbers,and letters on the machine ballots and sample ballots
litigation is pending or if nditigation is pending, by order of any agree.
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b. Examine the seal on each machine to see that the sealgtaseunder this paragraph. Before appointment by any nwunici

not been broken. pality of a pupil as an inspectander this paragraph, the munici
c. Examine the counter on each machine to see that eRahclerk shall obtain written authorization from the pupgarent
counterregisters 000. or guardian androm the principal of the school where the pupil

2. If any counter on any machine does not register 0@0 is enrolled for the pupil tservefor the entire term for which he

counternumber and the number showing on the counter shall §feS€ iS appointed. Upon appointment of a pupil to sesae
inspector,the municipal clerk shall notify thprincipal of the

recorded, signed by all the electiofiicifls, and a copy shall be b S
conspicuoushyposted by the inspectors at fngling place during sch(_)lf)l\{vheretpefpupll is enrolled of the date of expiration of the
pupil’'s term of ofice.

polling hours.
(c) After the inspectiominder par(b), on the blanks furnished, (P) When a vacancy occurs, the vacancy shdillee by ap
they shall certify the condition of each voting machine and if¥intmentof the municipal clerk. The vacancy shall be filled from
counters. Each form shall beigned by each electiorfiofal. Af- ~heremaining names on the lists submitted under @tar from
ter the election, one copy of each machsnegrtification shall be 2dditionalnames submitted by the chairperson of the copatty
deliveredwith each copy of the election returns. commitiee of the appropriate party under su#) whenever
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2} 1977 ¢, 4271979 c. 31; 1985 a. 302001 a, 107 @mesare submitted under sufd) (d). If the vacancy is due to
candidacy,sickness or any other temporary cause, the appoint
7.30 Appointment of election officials. (1) Nuveer. Mentshall be a temporary appointment arfetve only for the
Thereshall be 7 inspectors for eapblling place at each election. €lectionat which the temporary vacancy occurs. The squmad-
In municipalities where votingnachines are used, the municipaficationsshall be required of persons who fill vacancieacan-
governingbody may reduce the number of inspectors to 5. A mgiesmaybe filled in cases of engency or because of time limita.
nicipal governing body may provider the appointment of addi tionsby a person from another aldermanic district or ward within
tional inspectors whenever more than one vatiaghine is used the municipality
or wards are combined undei5sl5 (6) (b) A municipal govern (c) The governing body of any municipality may requate
ing body may provide by ordinance for the selection of alterngtersonsserving as election fifials to prove theiability to read
officials or theselection of 2 or more sets ofiofals to work at andwrite English and to have a general knowledge of the election
different times onelection dayand may permit the municipal laws. Examinations mafpe given to prove the qualifications can
clerk orboard of election commissioners to establisifedgit be met.

working hours for diferent oficials assigned to the same polling  (3) TasuLaTORs. (a) Not less than 30 dagsfore any election
place.Alternate oficials shallalso be appointed in a numberfsuf the governing body or board of election commissioners of any
cientto maintain adequate sfiafy of polling places. Unlessff muynicipality, by resolution, may authorize the municipal clerk
cialsare appointed without regatd party afiliation under sub. executivedirector of the board of election commissioners to select
(4) (c), additional dficials shall be appointed in suafmanner that and employ tabulators for any election. Such authorization ap
thetotal number of dicials is an odd number and theedominant pjiesto the elections specified in thesolution, and if not speci
party under sub(2) is represented by one mavficial than the  fied, applies until the authorization is modified or revoked.
otherparty , (b) The tabulators shall assist and be under the direction of the
~ (2) QuALIFICATIONS AND PROCEDURE. () Only election dF  glectioninspectors after the close of the polls.
cials appointed undehis section may conduct an election. -Ex 4y Appoirments. (a) Except in cities where there is a board
ceptas authorized in §.15 (1) (k) eachinspector shall be a quali ¢ gjection commissioners, tieayor president or board chair

: X - . of
fied elector of the ward or wards, or the election district, for Wh'cgbrsonof each municipality shall nominatettee governing body

the polling placeis established. Special registration deputies a : A
. - ! . o later than their last regular meeting in December of each even-
pointedunder s6.55 (6)and election ditials who are appointed numberedyear the necessary electiorficifils for each polling

tofill a vacancy under pafb) need not be a resideskthe ward place. If no regular meeting is scheduled, thayor president or
or wards, or the election district, but shalldbeesident of the mu . . . .

C . h : ! ; chairperson shattall a special meeting for the purpose of consid
nicipality. Special registration deputies mayappointed to serve erina nominations no later than December 31
morethan one polling place. All fifials shall be able to read and 9 ) ) ) .
write the English language, be capable, be of good understanding(?) The2 dominant parties, under siip), are each responsible
andmay not be a candidate for anfia# to be voted for at an elec for submitting a list of names from which the appointees &leall
tion at which they serve. In 1sfass cities, they may hold no pub ¢hosen.
lic office other than notary publicExcept as authorized under 1. In cities where there & board of election commissioners,
sub.(4) (c), all inspectors shall befdifated with one of the 2 rec thealdermanidistrict committeemen or committeewomen under
ognizedpolitical parties whiclreceived the lgiest number of s.8.17of each of the 2 dominant recognized political parties shalll
votesfor president, or governor in nonpresidential generat elegubmita certified list no later than November 30 of each even—
tion years,n the ward or combination of wards served by the polhumberedyear containing the names of at le@smany nominees
ing place at the last election. The party whiebeived the lgest asthere are inspectors from thgrty for each of the voting wards
numberof votes is entitledo one more inspector than the partyn the aldermanic district. The chairperson may designate any in
receivingthe next lagest number of votes afich polling place. dividual whose name is submitted as a first choiominee. The
The same election €itials may serve the electors of more thaboardof election commissioners shall appoint, no later than De
oneward where wards are combined undé. &5 (6)(b). Ifamu  cember31of even—numbered years, at least 5 inspectors for each
nicipality is not divided into wards, the warequirements in this ward. The board of election commissioners shafboint all first
paragraphapply to the municipality at lge. choicenominees for stong as positions are available, unless-non

(am) Except as otherwise provided in this paragrappil aPpointmenis authorized under pge), and shall appoint other

whois 16 or 17 years of age, who is enrolled in grades 9 to 12ipglividualsin its discretion.The board of election commissioners
apublic or private school, and wias at least a 3.0 grade pointnay designate such alternates as it deems advisable.
averageor the equivalent may serve as an inspector at the polling 2. In municipalities other than cities anilages located in
placeserving the pupi$ residence, with the approval of the pucountieshaving apopulation of more than 500,000, the commit
pil's parent or guardian and of the principal of the school in whithesorganized under 8.17 from each of the 2 dominaparties
the pupil is enrolled. Apupil may serve as an inspector at a pollingndersub.(2) shall submit a list containing at leastmany names
placeunder this paragraph only if at least one electificiafat asthere are needed appointees from that parhe list shalbe
the polling place other thathe chief inspector is a qualified elec submittedby the chairperson of each of the@nmittees to the
tor of this state. No pupil may servedsef inspector at a polling mayor, president or chairperson tife municipality If commit
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teesare oganized in subdivisions of a cjtthe list shall be sub (6) OFFICETENURE. (a) The appointed electiorfigfals shall
mitted through the chairperson of the city committee. If there f®ld office for 2 years and until their successors are appointed and
no municipal committee, the list shall be submitted by the ehagjualified. They shall serve at every election held in their vaard
person of the county or legislative district committee. Except axg their term of dfice.

providedin par (c), only those persons submitted by the chairper (b) Prior to the first election following theppointment of the
sonof each committee under&17may act as electionfafials.  inspectorsthe municipal clerk shall appoint one of the inspectors
Thechairperson may designate any individual whose nasubis at each polling place to serve as chirefpector No person may
mitted as a firsthoice nominee. The list shall contain the signaerveas chief inspectaat any election who is not certified by the
ture of thechairperson and secretary of the submitting committesoardunder s7.31at the time of the election. The chief inspector
In cities or villages located in counties having a population ehallhold the position for the remainder of the term unless the in
morethan 500,000, other than cities where there is a board ef elgsectoris removed byhe clerk or the inspector ceases to be-certi
tion commissioners, the aldermanic distoctillage committee  fied under s7.31, except that whenever wards are combioed
manor committeewoman for the ward or wards where each padeparatedinder s5.15(6) (b), the municipal clerk shall appoint
ing place is located, if there is one, shall submit a list containia@otherinspector who is certified undera31to serve as chief
atleast as many names as there are needed appointees for ingmsisectorat each pollingplace designated unders15 (6) (b)

tor positions from the party represented by the committeamanif a vacancy occurs in the position of chief inspector at any polling
committeewoman.For appointments of inspectors in cities an@lace, the municipal clerghall appoint one of the other inspectors
villageswhere there is no aldermanic district or village commitvho is certified under s7.31to fill the vacancy

teemanor committeewoman, nominations shall proceed in the (c) If any election dfcial lacks the qualifications set forth in
samemanner asn municipalities located in counties having anjs section, fails to attend training sessions required undet’s.
populationof 500,000 or less. The list shall be submitted to the) (e)unless excused therefrom, is guilty of neglecting his or her
mayoror president. Except as provided in. @) only thoseper  official duties or commits €itial misconduct, the municipal clerk
sonswhose names are submitted as provided in this paragraphoard of election commissioners shalimmarily remove the

may act as election &itials. The committeeman @ommittee  official from office and the vacancy shall be filled under s@.
womanmay designate any individual whose name is subnatted

. ; ; : ; , b).
afirst choice nominee. The list shall contain the signature of t?wqqisw,y: 1971 c. 2421971 c. 304.29 (1) (2); 1971 c. 3361973 c. 280334
aldermaniadistrict or village committeeman or committeewoman975sc. 93 101; 1977 c. 394427, 447, 1979 c. 89260, 355 1983 a. 183484, 538
or the chairperson of the appropriate committee. Upon subn885a. 1315.3,1985 a 304332 1987 a. 3911989 a. 192859 1995 a. 16.2,1997
: L . oAl 127, 1999 a. 1822001 a. 16109
sion of each nomines’name, the governing body shafipoint
eachfirst choice nominee for so long as positions are availableg] Training and certification of chief inspectors.

unlessnonappointment is authorized ungher (e), and shall ab (1) Theboard shall, byule, prescribe requirements for certifica
point other nominees iits discretion. If any nominee is not-ap tion of individuals to serve as chief inspectors.

pointed,the mayor president or chairperson of the municipality (2) No individual may serve as a chief inspector at a polling

ﬁhta” |mbnrwneiglegel);]gommiz;tanotgtﬁrtﬁerﬁon from thg ?pgrolp”ateplacein an election unless the individual is certified by the board
IStS submitted and continue until In€ NEcessamnber of €€, hq)q that ofice on the date of the election at which the individu
tion officials from each party is achieved at that meeting. al serves

For so lon nomin vailabl h litical I . o
ar(t(i:()esugdsecr) t?]isgsaésctign aeeZimd:ngs ?n:b geb%/n;gepgn’lt C?r (3) The board shall, upon application, issue certificates to
tph liate of subnitied nom Pp Hihe fist Yy gyt .t3t’ + Walifiedindividuals who meet the requirements to be certified as
NC?V(IESme(e)‘rSSOU o1r‘nt|h : ygz;)rr?rlwnv?/ﬁiséh appeoi;\st ns];:gr;?estg t?;l mea Hief inspectors. Each certificate shall carry an expiration date.
the board of election commissioners shall appoint, or the maygor () Theboard shalfequire each individual to whom a cerif
presidentor chairperson of a municipality shall nomingteali ~CAte IS issued under this sectiomteetrequirements to maintain

fied persons whoseames have not been submitted. If an fissuf thatcertification. The board shall reneke certificate of any inli
cientnumber of nominees appearstha lists as of November 30, Vidual who requests renewal and who meets the requirements pre
the board of election commissionestsall similarly appoint, or the Scripedunder this subsection. N .

mayor, president or chairperson shall similarly nominsitefi- (5) The board shall conduct regular training aadiminister
cientindividuals to fill the remaining vacancies. Any appeint€xaminationso ensure that individuals who arertified by the
mentwhich is made due to the lack of availability of names su oardunder this section are knowledgeable concerning their au

mitted under par (b) may be made withoutegard to party thority and responsibilities. The board shall pay all costs required
affiliation. to conduct the training and to administee examinations from

the appropriation under £0.510 (1) (bm)

(d) A party committee oaldermanic district or village com History: 2001 a. 16104

mitteemanor committeewoman under 8.17 may submitaddi

tional names for inclusion in its listf nominations under this sec 7 32 Change of election official numbers. Notwithstand

tion at any time for the purpose of filling vacancies that occifig s.7.30 (1) the governing body or board of election commis

duringa term of dice. Howeveran appointment need at no timesjonersof any municipality may by resolutiaeduce the number

bedelayed because of the lack of availabitifyparty nominees. of election oficials and modify or rescind argimilar previous ac
(e) If an appointing authority believes that, for good causetitn. Nosuch action may reduce the number €itizfls at a poH

shouldnot appoint an individual whose name is submitted asing place to less than 3.

first choice nominee under péb), it may request the board to-au  History: 1977 c. 4271979 c. 26(.46; Stats. 1979 s. 7.32983 a. 4841985 a.

thorizenonappointment. The board may pernihappointment 304

ic:;an individual for causdemonstrated by an appointing author7'33 Service as an election official. (1) In this section:
(5) OatH ofF oFrFice. Within 5 days after appointment of the @) “Employee" has the meaning given undet(1.01 (3)

electionofficials the municipal clerk shall give each appointee no () “Employer” has the meaning given undet@1.01 (4)

tice. The appointees shall file thefiofal oath with the municipal ~ (€) “Stateagency” has the meaning given undetG001 (1)

clerk within 10 days after the mailing of the noticappointees andincludes an authority created under81, 232, 233 234, or

to fill vacancies or any other electiorfiolal who has not filed the 237.

oath,before receiving any ballots, shalgn the oath and return  (2) Serviceas an election @€ial under thischapter shall be

it to the municipal clerk. An inspect@fter taking the oath, may mandatoryupon all individuals appointed, during the full 2-year

administerany oath required to conduct an election. term, after which they shall be exempt from further seragan
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election oficial, under this chapteuntil 3 terms of 2 years eachtion of s.12.03 If any person refuses to obey the landaht
have elapsed. Municipal clerks may grant exemptions from serandsof an inspectqror is disorderly in the presence or hearing
vice at any time. of the inspectors, interrupts or disturbs the proceedingsnthgy
(3) Every employer shall grant to each employee who is aprd.erany law enforcement fi¢er to remove the person from the
pointedto serve as an electiorfiofal a leave of absence for thevoting area or to take the person into custody
entire 24-hour period of each electialay in which the dicial (3) CHEeck BALLOT BOXES. Immediately before the proclama
servedn his or her dfcial capacity An employee who serves astion that the polls are open tleéection inspectors shall open each
an election dfcial shall provide his or her employer with at leasballot box in the presence of the people assembled there, turn the
7 days’ notice of application for a leave. The municipal clerk sh&lbxesupside down so as @npty them of everything that may be
verify appointments upon request of any employer insideand therlock them. The ballot boxes shall remain locked
(4) Exceptas otherwise provided in this subsection, dacal andshall not be reopened until the polls close for the purpose of
governmentalnit, as defined in £2.01 (7) may and each state counting the ballots therein.
agencyshall, upon proper application under s{#), permit each (4) BaLLOTING PROCEDURE. At polling places which utilize
of its employees to serve as election oficial without loss of paperballots or electronic voting systems in which ballots are dis
fringe benefits or senioritprivileges earned for scheduled work tributedto electors, 2 inspectors shall be assigned to takgehar
ing hours during the period specified in s(®), without loss of of the oficial ballots. They shall write their initials on the back
pay for scheduled working hours during the period specified of each ballot and deliver to each elector as he or she enters-the vot
sub.(3) except as provided in su), and without any other pen ing booth one ballot properly endorsed by eacthem. Where
alty. For employees who are included in a collectiveyaiming paperballots are used, the inspectors shall fold dmdlot in the
unit for which a representativis recognized or certified underpropermanner to be deposited before delivering it toeleetor
subch.V of ch. 11, this subsection shall apply unless otherwisé asked, inspectors may instruct any eleatoto the proper man
provided in a collective bgaining agreement. ner of marking the ballot, but they may not give advice, sugges
(5) Any employee of a local governmental uais, defined in tions, express any preferences or make any requesisizes per
s.22.01 (7) or state agency who obtains a paid leave of abserg@nfor whom, the question on which or the ballot on which the
undersub.(4) in order to servas an election btial under s7.30 €electorshall vote.
shall certify inwriting to the head of the local governmental unit (5) IMPROPERCONDUCT. Any election dficial who intention
or state agency by which he or she is employed the amount of cailty fails to properly endorse a ballot or who intentionailyes
pensatiorthat the employeeeceives for such service. Upon rean elector a ballot not properly endorsed shall be removed as an
ceiptof the certification, the head of the local governmental urétectionofficial.
or state agency shall deduct that amount from the empopeg’  (6) ArtacH sTIckers. Whenever a vacancy occurs in a nomi
earnedor scheduled working hours during theriod specified in nationafter the ballots have been printed and stickers are provided
sub.(2) when the employee is on a paid leave of absence.  ynders.7.380r 8.35 (2) the inspectors shall, at the direction of
(6) Eachemployer other than a state agency shall, gpoper the municipalclerk, properly apply the stickers to théi@él bal-
applicationunder sub(3), permit each of its employees to servéots before endorsement.
as an election &tial without loss of fringe benefits or seniority  (7) RecisTRATIONAND POLL LISTS. Two inspectors shall be-as
privilegesearned for scheduled working hours during the periafgnedto have chaye of the registration or poll lists at each elec
specifiedin sub.(3), and shall not impose any other penalty upogjon.
an employee who serves as election oficial, except the em gy £ corronicvoTING sysTEMS. Prior to the opening of the

plﬁlyl/ertkr]\eed ”‘Ijt pay wages to an emplloytfe;&(; time not workgdjing place, wherever electronic votisgstems employing vot
while the employee IS Sserving as an elect : ing devices are usethe inspectors shall place the voting devices

History: 1977 ¢.398 1979 c. 26(5.44; Stats. 1979 s. 7.33987 a. 11,1987 a. e ; : ;
39155.37m 41g 4ir 1989 a. 56,259 1995 a. 272001 a. 16104 109 in position for voting and examine them to see that they are in
properworking order

7.36 Chief inspector’s duties. Subject to the supervisiaf (9) PosTINGsSAMPLEBALLOTS. Two sample ballots sent by the
themunicipal clerk oexecutive director of the board of electionmunicipalclerk shall be posted by the inspectors near the entrance
commissionersthe chief inspector shall direct the conduct ofo the polling place for public inspection throughout the. day
activitiesassigned to the inspectors at the polling place. The chief(lo) CHALLENGED ELECTORS. If any person is challenged for
inspectorshall refer any question as to the proper procedure to@ﬁjse,theinspectors shall proceed under&92 and6.925and

employedin carrying out the inspectors’ dutissthe municipal ith the aid of other provisions of dhas appear applicable, shall
Clerk or executive dlreCtOI’ resolvethe Cha”engel

History: 1985 a. 304 (11) SpoiLEDBALLOTS. Any spoiled ballot returned to an-in
7.37 Inspectors’ duties. (1) ADIJOURNTO ANOTHER LOCA- spectomunder s6.80 (2) (c)shall be immediately destroyed by one
TIoN. Whenever it becomes impossible or inconvenient to hold @hthe inspectors.
electionat the designated location, thespectors, after assem  (12) Canvassers. Theelection inspectors shall constitute the
bling at or as near the designated polling place as practiaatile boardof canvassers of their polling place and in that capacity shall
beforereceiving any votes, may adjourn to the nearest convenigetrformthe duties under .51, except as otherwise designated
placefor holding the election. Thaspectors shall make a procla by the municipal clerk under s5.85and5.86
mationof the move and a law enforcemerftaar or other proper  History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1975c. 851977 c. 4271979 c. 260811, 355 1981
persondesignated by the municipal clerk shall be stationed atgyié]; 1983 a. 484568,69,711073,172 (3) 1985 . 3041989 a. 1971999 a. 162
asnear as possible to the place where the adjournment was mad@e requirementinder sub. (4) that each ballot be initialed by 2 inspectors is direc
to notify all electors othe place to which the election adjournedory. not mandatorywhen the numbesf votes is equal to the number of electors.
At the new location the inspectors shall immediately proceed V\/@@%‘g LaF age School District Board of Canvassers, 2001 W1 App 221, Ws.
the election.

(2) PreservEORDER. Theinspectors shall possess full author7.38 Vacancies after nomination. (1) Except as provided
ity to maintain order and to enforce obedience to their lawfut coin sub.(4), after the death of a candidate nominated for a partisan
mands during the election and the canvass of the votes. They giffite, either in a primary or wheno primary is required under
permitonly one person in a votirgpoth at a time and shall prevens.8.50 (3) (b) the vacancy may be filled by the candidafsliti-
any person from taking notice of how another person has voted) party In the case of countyffices,the vacancy shall be filled
exceptwhen assistance is given unde.82 They shall enforce by the chairperson of theounty committee. If no county commit
s.5.35(5) and prevent electioneering from taking place in violgeeexists, the vacanchall be filled by the chairperson of the state
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committee. For other dices, the vacancy shall filed by the 7.50 Elector intent. (1) REQUIREMENTSAND RESTRICTIONS.
chairpersorof the stateommittee. The appropriate chairpersofa) Except as provided in 8.15 (6) only ballotsprovided by the
shallfile with the oficial or agency with whom nominatiquapers personauthorizedo have them printed shall be cast and counted
arefiled for the ofice a certificate signed, certified and sworn tan any election.
the same as an original nominatipaper The certificatg shall (b) When an elector casts more votes for afigebr measure
statethe cause of the vacandiie name of the new nominee anghanhe or she is entitled to cast at an election, all the elecintes
theoffice for which the nomination is made. A political party mayor that ofice ormeasure are invalid and the elector is deemed to
notnominate aandidate for an @ite for which no person repre havevoted fornone of them, except as provided in fgrand sub.
sentingthat party has filed nomination papers angeclaration of (2) (d). If an elector casts less votes for arficefor measure than
candidacy. he or she igntitledto cast at an election, all votes cast by the elec
(2) Thecertificate shall be filed within 4 dagé the date of no  tor shall be counted but no vote shall be counted more than once.
tification of the vacancy anshall have the samefett as original () If an elector casts more than one vote for the same candidate
nominationpapers. for the same dite, the first vote is valid and the remaining votes
(3) If the vacancy occurs after ballots have been printed in aaginvalid.
county or municipality the chairperson of the committee filling  (d) Whenever an electronic voting system is used at a polling
thevacancy shall supply the municipal clerk with stickers contaiplacein a partisan primanand the same ballot igilized to cast
ing the name of the new nominee anlyhe stickers may be no votesfor candidates of moréhan one recognized political party
largerthan the space provided on the ballot for the original eandir candidates of a party and independent candidates, if an elector
date’sname and dice. designates preference for a party or for independent candidates,
(4) Therecan be no vacancy in nomination prior to a party prPnly votes cast within that preference category may be counted.

mary, except when no primary is required unde8.80 (3) (b)  If an elector does not designatpreference and makes a mark or
(5) In the event of failure to file the name afcurrent state affixes a sticker opposite candidates of more than one recognized

chairpersonas required under8.17 (12) the board may not rec political party or opposite aandidate in the independent candi

ognizethe state committee for the purpose of filling vacancies ufiates'column and a candidate of a recognized political pady
dersub.(1). votescast by the elector for any candidate for partiséineofire

History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 3341975 ¢. 932001977 ¢. 34paz7 1979 Valid- Votes for othecandidates and votes on ballot questions, if

c.311; 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911993 a. 1841999 a. 182 any, shall be counted if otherwise valid.
(2) AscertaINMENTOF INTENT. All ballots cast at an election

7.40 Sample ballots. Any individual,committee or canei which bear the initials of 2 inspectors shall be counted for the per
date,at their own expense, subjectlitmitations upon contribu  sonor referendum question for whom or for which they were in
tionsand disbursementsider ch11, may print a supply of sam tended,so far as the electors’ intent can be ascertained from the
ple ballots, provided they bear on thdace the information ballotsnotwithstanding informality or failure to fully comply with
requiredby s.11.30 (2)and they contain all the names shown ogtherprovisions of chs5 to 12. To determine intent:

the_OﬁiCia| ballot. (a) At a general electiorif, the elector places a mark, symbol

History: 1987 a. 39k.46m or sticker under a party designation at the head of a column in or
L nearthe space indicated for that purpose, it is a vote for aflehe
7.41 Public’s right to access. (1) Any member of the pub gigateswhose names appear in the marked column except as
lic may be present at any polling place for the purpose of Obse%ﬂger\/viseprovidedin this paragraph. If a name is stricken, it is
tion of an election, except a candidate at that election. The Cig} 5 yotefor that candidate. If a name is written in, it is a vote for
inspector may reasonably limit the number of persons repres§k write—in candidate. If a sticker is attached it is a vote for the
ing the same ganization who are permitted to observe an-elegangidatevhose name appears on the stickiin some other cel
tion at the same time. _ _ ~umnthere is a mark in the square to the right of a specific €andi

~ (2) Thechief inspector may restrict the location of any indidate’'sname or at the place designated on the ballot for marking a
wdqal exercising the r.lgh.t under suli) to certainareas within a votefor a specific candidate for the saméce it is avote for that
polling place. The chief inspector shall clearly designate suchsgpecificcandidate and no vote may be counted for the candidate
areaasan observation area. Designated observation areas shafolpehesame dice in the column marked for a straight party vote.
so positioned to permit anguthorized individual to readily eb () A pallot cast without any marks or stickers may not be
serveall public aspects of the voting process. ~counted. A ballot without a mark at the tayi a party column may

(3) Thechief inspector may order the removal of any individbe counted only for persons for whom marks are applicable.

ual exercising the right under suld) if that individual commits

an overt.act which: . . . marks,as |, A, YO, /,»~, +, within the square to the right of a ean
(a) Disrupts the operation of the polling place; or didate’sname, or any place within the space in which the name ap
(b) Violates s12.03 (2) pearsjndicating an intent to vote for that candidate, it is a vote for
(4) No individual exercising the right under siib) may view the candidate whose name it is opposite.
the confidential portion of a registration list maintained under s. (cm) Any apparent erasure of a mark next to the name of-a can
6.36(4) or a poll list maintained under&.79 (6) Howeverthe didatemay not be counted as a vote for that candidate if the elector
inspectorsshall disclose to sucin individual, upon request, themakes another mark next to the name of omaase diferent can
existence of such a list, the number of electors whose namesdigatesfor the same dite and counting of the mark would result
pearon the list, and the number of those electors who have votatn excess number of votes cast for thie®f
atany point inthe proceedings. No such individual may view the (d) If an elector writes a perssmame in the proper space for
certificateof an absent elector who obtains a confidential listingrite—in candidates for an fife, it is a vote for the person written
unders.6.47 (2) in for the ofice indicated, regardless of whether the elector strikes
History: 1989 a. 1921999 a. 491999 a. 156.672 1999 a. 1822001 a. 39109 the names appearing in the same column for the safice 0br
placesa markby the same or any other name for the sarfieeof
or omits placing a mark to the right of the name written in. If an

(c) If an elector marks a ballot with a cro6 J, or anyother

SUBCHAPTERII electoris permitted to vote for morénan one candidate for the
sameoffice in an election and casts one or more write—in votes
CANVASS OF RETURNS AND CERFICATION which, when added to the votes cast for candidates whose names
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appearon theballot, exceed the number of votes authorized to Ipeunicipal governing body or board of election commissioners
castfor the ofice, the write—in votes shall be counted and the votesay provide or authorize the municipal clerk or executive director
for candidates whose names appear on the ballot mabenotof the board of election commissioners to prof@ehe adjourn
counted,unless there are more write—in votes than votes authmentof the canvass to one or more central counting locatins
rizedto be cast, in which case no votes may be codatdte of specifiedpolling places in the manner prescribed in subi¢chof

fice. ch.5. No central counting location may be used to count votes at

(e) No write—in vote shall be regarded as defective due to ngPolling place where an electronic voting systemot employed.
spellinga candidate name, or by abbreviation, addition, omisThecanvass, whether conducted at the polling place or at a central
sion or use of a wrong initial in the name. Every vote shall g@untinglocation, shallcontinue without adjournment until the -
countedfor the candidate for whom it was intendiéthe electols ~ canvasss completed and the return statements are made. -The in
intentcan be ascertained from the ballot itself. spectorsshall not permit access tloe name of any elector who has

(f) If a sticker applied tthe ballot lists a candidaeshame and obtained a confidential listing unde6s47 (2)during the canvass,

the office which the candidate seeks, it is a vote for the name &¥CEPtas authorized in £.47 (8) _

pearingon thesticker even if the sticker does not contain a box or (2) TALLYING. (a) The inspectors shall first compare the poll

the elector omits the cross to the right of tizene, or makes a crossor registration lists, correcting any mistakegil the poll or regis

in another column for a candidate for the sanfieeof If asticker ~trationlists agree. The chief inspector and the inspectors who are

is pastecbver the name of any candidate printed on the ballot/@sponsiblefor recordingelectors under $§.79 shall verify the

is a vote for the candidate shown on gtieker but no vote may correctnes®f the poll or registration lists after tpells close by

be countedfor the candidate over which the sticker is pasted. Orfigch signing their name thereto. Where ballots are distributed to

stickersappearing on the face of the ballot may be counted. €lectorsthe inspectors shaten open the ballot box and remove
(g) In partisan primaries, if an elector writes in the name of %dcount the number of ballots thereithout examination ex

individual on a ballot other than the one on which that indivigualCEPLas is necessary to ascertain that each is a single ballot. If 2 or
?ore ballots are folded together so as to appear as a Sialie,

nameis shownas a candidate, the write—in vote may not be'~". >0 .
counted. ' y the inspectors shall lay them asidatil the count is completed;

M In th | electi " ial elect andif, after a comparison of the count and the appearanite of
g )_ n te generat be ec |ont c()jrfa par 'Sj‘jﬂdsge.‘;'?h elec 'g.”bﬁllots it appears to a majority of the inspectors that the ballots
write—in vote may not beé counted tany candidate 1t thé Candl 54 together were voted by the same person they may not be
date’sname appears on thefiofal ballot, except a write—in vote

tfor th 6t d hich th didasa) countedbut the inspectorshall mark them as to the reason fer re
castior the same dice under which the cand ame appears /4|, set them aside and carefully preserve them. The inspectors
if no other similar name appears on the ballot for afigeof

i A > : X shallthen proceed under péb).
h.(hm.)f In alnotnpartlsan Pt;'”&atry ortelfectlon “st'kr]‘g voling ma 5y \When during the counting of the ballots cast at an election
g Itn?SI tﬁ‘” elec c();fls perm!t edto vto e for mc;rg an c:ng ?"’t‘rr]‘@ majority of theinspectors find that a ballot is so defective that
atetor thesame dice, a writé--in vote may not bé counted It ey, oy, cannot determine with reasonable certainty for whom it was

voteis cast for a candidate whose name appears on thefoallot,,; they shall so mark the ballot and preserve it. The inspectors

that.office. . L . shall not count the vote cast on the ballot for afigefor which
(i) The failure by an elector to write the name of a candidatethey determine the ballot to be defective.

for the ofice of vice president of the United States on the general ) \yhenever the number of ballots exceeds the number-of vot
electionballot does not invalidate the electovote for any candi ing electors as indicated on the poll or registration listirtspee

datewhose name is written in for thefioe of president of the ¢ gha|l place all ballots face uptbeck for blank ballots. In this
United States. The failure of an elector to wiiteche name of a aragraph“blank ballot” meansa ballot on which no votes are
candidatefor the ofice of president of the United States on thgastfor ani/ ofice or question. The inspectostall mark, lay

generalelection ballot invalidates the electovote for any candi 5 qjgeand preserve any blank ballots. If the number of ballots stil

date whose name is written in for théasf of vicepresident of the o, ceaqshe number of voting electors, the inspectors shall place
United States. The failure of an elector to wiitdhe name of @ o paiots face down and proceed to check for the initials. Fhe in

candidatefor the ofice of governor or lieutenant governor on thehe ciorgshallmark, lay aside and preserve any ballot not bearing
generalelection ballot does not invalidate the elewarote for  ,qinitials of 2 inspectors or any absentee ballot not bearing the
any candidate whose name is written in for difce of governor jnitiais of the municipal clerk.During the count the inspectors

or lieutenant governor alone. _ shall count those ballots cast by challenged electors the aame
(im) If an elector votes for andependent candidate for the of the other ballots.

fice of governor or lieutenant governor but does not vote for any (d) The inspectors shall keep a written statement, in duplicate,

candidateas a running mate of that candidate for tiie@bf lieu: - o jhe number of ballots set aside and the number of defective bal
tenantgovernor or governothe vote cast by the elector shall beg

) ots and challenged ballots. The statement shall contain a record
recordedas a vote cast for bothfises and shall not be cumulatedy e reasons for setting aside each ballot and the reasons why

A ) f
with a vote cast by any other elector for the same candidate forgla%hdefective or challenged ballot is defective or challengde:

sameoffice jointly with any vote cast faa running mate of that ; ; : PN
candidate.If an elector votefor independent candidates for thqlgiﬁicttgrtfg?;@eg]fgé?:t the statement is correct, sign it, and at

offices of governor and lieutenant governtite vote cast by the . .
electorshall not be cumulated with a vote cast by any other elec{o (e) If, after any ballots have been laid aside rtmber of bal

for one but not both ahe candidates for whom the elector cast@ts Still exceeds the total number of electors recorded on the regis
his or her vote ration or poll list, the inspectors shall separate the absentee ballots

. . . . . from the other ballots. If there is an excess number of absentee

(i) If an elector writes in or pastes a stickettia position for 410t the inspectors shall place the absentee ballots in the ballot
anoffice, it is a vote for that éte, even if the elector writes in or 5y a0 one othe inspectors shall publicly and without examina
thglsttlckelrg;r;dlcle:)tei t?;rrgge 2f3alfd;§ntlglce'37_s 2022 195, lioN draw therefrom by chance the numbeballots equal to the
. 501 1063 & 1681905 4 466475 175 (3) 1955 a. JO0K1S87 2. 30119604, 10p EXCESUMber of absentee ballots. tfiere is an excess number
359 1991 a. 3161999 a. 62001 a. 16 of other ballots, the inspectors shall place those ballots in the bal

lot box and one of the inspectors shall publicly and without ex

7.51 Local board of canvassers. (1) Canvass PROCE aminationdraw therefrom by chance the numbéballots equal
DURE. Immediately after the polls close the inspectors shall prtm the excess number of those ballots. All ballots so removed may
ceedto canvass publicly all votes received at the polling place. ot be counted but shall be specially marked as having been re
any municipality where an electronic voting system is used, tineoved by the inspectorsn original canvass due to an excess
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numberof ballots, set aside and preserved. When the numbercafely sealed carrier envelope which is clearlgrked “used ab
ballotsand total shown on the poll or registration list agree, the isenteecertificate envelopes”. The envelopes shall be signed by
spectorsshall return all ballots to be counted to the ballot box ankle chief inspector and 2 other inspectors. Except when the ballots
shallturn the ballot box in such manner as to thoroughly mix thae used in a municipal or school district election,ahlymunici
ballots. The inspectors shall then open, count and record the nysal clerk shall transmit the used envelopes to the county clerk.
ber of votes. When the ballots are counted, the inspectors shalf4) Announceanp RePORT. (a) The tally sheets shall state the
separatehem into piles for ballots similarly voted. Objectiongqta| number of votes cast for eactiicé andfor each individual
may be made to placement of ballatsthe piles at the time the yecejying votes for that dice, whether or not the individual
separatioris made. o nameappears on the ballot, asHall state the vote for and against
(f) If corrected ballots are distributed unde$.5.2 (3)or7.10  eachproposition voted on. Upon completion of the tally sheets,
(3), only the votes cast on the corrected ballots may be countediffinspectorshall immediately complete inspectors’ statements
any office or referendum in which the original ballotsfeliffrom duplicate. The inspectors shall state the excess by wfgch
the corrected ballots. numberof ballots exceeds the numtErelectors voting as shown
(9) Immediately after the polls close, where votingchines by the poll or registration list, if anynd shall state the number of
are used, the inspectors shall open the registering or recordifiglast elector as shown by thegistration or poll lists. At least
compartment®r remove the recoraf the votes cast and shall €an3 inspectors, including the chief inspector and, unless eleation
vass,record, announce and return on the tally sheetsentii- ficials are appointed under .30 (4) (c)without regard to party
catesfurnished. In recording the votes registered on any counigfiliation, at least one inspector representing each political,party
which, before the opening of the polls, did not register 000nthe shal| then certify to the correctness of the statements and tally
spectorsshall upon the retursheets subtract the number regissheetsand sign their names. All othelection oficials assisting
teredbefore the polls opened from the number registered when {3 the tally shall also certify to the correctnestheftally sheets.

polis closed. The diérencebetween the 2 numbers is the correqjypenthe tallyis complete, the inspectors shall publicly announce
votefor the candidate whose name was represented by the Coyt results from the statements.

er, except if the number registered on the counter when the pol S(b) The chief inspectopr one of the inspectors appointed b
closedis smallerthan the number registered thereon when the % 22 1= & FI fer the vot pt he %p tyd
polls opened, the number 1,000 shall be added to the number at@ or her immediatély arter the votes are tabulated or counte

isteredwhen the polls closed, before the subtraction is made. 8teach election, shall report the returnsief election to the mu
nicipal clerk or to the school district clerk fechool district elec

(h) Where a voting machine is used which produces a writ : "
recordof the total votes cast for each candidate or referendum,La? Z;Jt():l? f tinist class cities. The clerk shall then make the re

written record shall be presumed correct without reference to t )
total shown on the recorder in making its original statement,  (5) RETURNS. (2) The inspectors shall maksi and accurate
lessan error inthe record is clearly apparent or unless a candid&gurnof the votes cast for each candidate and proposition on tally
atthe election, or in the canvass of a referendum an elector vihgetforms provided by the municipal clerk for thatirpose.
votedat the referendum, requests that the machine be viewedzachtally sheeshall record the returns for eacficé or referen

(3) SECURINGTHEBALLOTS. (a) The inspectors shall place todumby ward, unless combined returns are authorized in accord
getherall ballots counted by them which relateany national, ancewith s.5.15 (6) (b)in which casdhe tally sheet shall record
stateor county ofice or any state, county or technical college dighereturns for each grougf combined wards. After recording the
trict referendum and secure them together so that they cannoY®€s: the inspectors shall seal ancarrier envelope outside the
untied or tampered with without breaking the seal. The secur@@llot bag or container one inspectors’ statement under(8yb.
ballotstogether with any ballots marked “Defective” shall then bi&). one tally sheet, and opell or registration list for delivery to
securecby the inspectors in the ballot container in such a manriBg county clerk, unlesthe election relates only to municipal or
thatthe container cannot be opened without breattingseals or Schooldistrict _oflces or referenda. The inspectors shall also-simi
locks, or destroying the containeThe inspectors shall deliver thelarly sealone inspectors’ statement, one tally sheet, and one poll
ballotsto the municipal clerk in the container or re_gistratio_n list for deliv_ery to the muni_cipal cIe_rEor school

(b) For ballots which relate ontp municipal or school district diStrict elections, except in 1st class cities, the inspectoad
offices or referenda, the inspectors, in lieu of. pa), aftercount ~ Similarly seal one inspectors’ statement, one tally sheetoaed
ing the ballots shall return them to the proper ballot boxes, lock @/l Or registration list for delivery to the school district clerk. The
boxes,paste paper over the slots, sign theimes to the paper andinspectorsshall immediatelydeliver all ballots, statements, tally
deliverthem and the keys therefor to the municipal or schoel diheetslists, and envelopes to the municipal clerk.
trict clerk. The clerk shall retain the ballots udgistruction is au (b) The municipal clerlshall arrange for delivery of all ballots,
thorizedunder s7.23 statementstally sheets, lists, and envelopes relating to a school

(c) Where voting machines are used, as soon as the courtistrict election to the school district clerk. The municipal clerk
completeand fully recorded, thimspectors shall seal, close anghall deliver the ballots, statements, tally sheets, lists, and enve
lock the machine, aremove the record so it cannot be voted diepesfor his or her municipality relating to any coutgchnical
or tampered with. They shall then proceed to separately canvegiegedistrict, state, or national election to the county clerk
andreturn any papdrallots voted under 5.40 (3)to(6). Thein 2 p.m. on the day following each such election. The person deliv
spectorsshall count thehallenged ballots the same as other bagringthe returns shall be paid out of the municipal treaskach
lots. Upon completion of theanvass, the inspectors shall returglerk shall retain ballots, statementtdly sheets, or envelopes re
the paper ballots in a separate envelope marked “Paper Ballot®ivedby the clerk until destruction is authorized undéta3 (1)
Theinspectors shall place tiecord of write—in votes cast on the () ELecTrRONICVOTING SYSTEMS. The procedure fazanvass
machinesn an envelope marked “iite-In Vbtes”. The inspec jng of votes cast at polling places utilizing an electronic voting
tors shall return thepaper ballots and write—in votes along withsystemin which ballots are distributed to electsrsll follow the
any printed voting record produced by the voting machines to tjg,cedurefor canvassing paper ballots insofar as applicable, and
clerk under par(a) or () or to the board of electiarommission  {he nrocedure for canvassing of votes cast at polling places utiliz
ers. The inspectors shall place the envelopes and printed Votjag an electronic voting machirghall follow the procedure for
record in a properly sealed bag or contgifreficating the ward .,y assingf mechanical voting machines insofar as applicable,

or wards and county -~ ) exceptas otherwise provided in $685t05.89
(d) All absentee certificate envelopes which have been openegiqry. 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1977 . 291977 c. 394.53 1977 c. 427447

shallbe returned by the inspectors to the municipal clerk in a 9879c. 260ss.36,48; 1979 c. 31; 1981 c. 4391; 1983 a. 183442 1983 a. 484s.
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76, 77,172 (3) 1983 a. 5381985 a. 120304 1987 a. 3911989 a. 56192 1993  in the manner provided in .60 (3) The board of canvassers
a.399 1997 a 1271999 a. 49182 2001 & L0709 @ o shall prepare a written statement showing the numbers of votes
' ' o ' ' castfor each person for eacHiot and for and against eaghes
7.53 Municipal canvass. (1) MuniciPaLITIES wiTH one  tion and shall prepare a determination showing the names of the
POLLING PLACE. Where themunicipality constitutes one ward orPersonswho are elected to the school board and the resusisyof
combinesall wards to utilize a single polling placeder s5.15 schooldistrict referendum. Following each primary electite,
(6) (b), the canvass shall be conducted publicly undeisdand boardof canvassers shall prepare a statement certifying the names
the inspectors shall act as the municipal boarctcafivassers. Of the persons who have won nomination to the school board.
Upon completion of the canvass and ascertainréttie results Eachstatement and determination shall be attested by each of the
by the inspectors, the cleshall publicly read the names of thecanvassersThe board of canvassers shall file each statement and
personsvoted for and the number of votes for each person for edigferminationin the school districoffice. The school district
municipaloffice, the namesf the persons declared by the inspectlerk shall certify nominations after each primary and issue certif
torsto have won nomination or election to each municipitef icatesof election to persons who are elected to the school board
andthe number of votes cast for and against each municipal reffter each election in the manner provided in éj.
endumguestion. (b) In a 1st class city school district, the municipal board of
(2) MUNICIPALITIES WITH 20RMOREWARDS. (a) Exceptas pro canvassersr election commissioners shettermine the results
videdin par (c), the municipal board of canvassers for municip&f school district elections and referenda and shall file a written
electionsin each municipality utilizing more than one pollingstatementaind determination of the results fesich election and
placeshall be composed of the municipal clerk and 2 other-quaferendunin the ofice of the city clerk or board of election com
fied electors of the municipality appointed by the clerk. The merflissioners. The board of election commissioners or city clerk
bersof the board of canvassers shall serve for 2-year teoms shallcertify nominations after each primaagd issue certificates
mencingon January 1 of each odd—numbered yeazept that any of election to persons who are elected to the bolsdhool diree
memberwho is appointed to fill a permanent vacancy sbedve torsafter each election in the manner provided in §4.
for the unexpired term of the original appointee. If the municipal (4) CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION. As soon as the deadline forfil
clerk’s office is vacant, if the clerk cannot perform his or thaties ing a petition for arecount has passed, the municipal clerk shall
or if the clerk is a candidate at an election being canvassed, iggtie promptly a certificate of election to each person elected to
mayor, president or board chairperson of the municipality shahy municipal ofice. When a valid petition for a recount is filed,
designateanother qualified elector of the municipality to serve ithe municipal clerk shall not issue thertificate of election for the
lieu of the clerk for that election. If any other member oftbard office in question until the recount has been completed and the
of canvassers is a candidate at the election being canvassedntallowed for filing an appeal has passed, or if appealed until
clerk shall appoint another qualified elector of the municipality tie appeal is decided.

temporarilyfill the vacancy History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1977 c. 290427, 447, 1979 c. 2601981 c. 314

i ) 1983a. 183484; 1985 a. 2251985 a. 3045.93, 155 1987 a391 1989 a. 1921995
(c) In cities of more than 500,000 population, the board of eleC 155, 2: 13999 2. 182 . 3 . A

tion commissioners shall act as the board of canvassers.
(cm) If one or more temporary vacancies on ithenicipal
boardof canvassers reduces the number of members to less
3, the municipal clerk shall appoint a member to fill each vagan
exceptin cities of more than 500,000 population. In cities of mo
than 500,000 population, the executive director of the board

electioncommissioners shall serve asnamber of the board of ' e -
canvasserto fill a temporary vacancy on that board. courtand in the presence of thdiofal having custody of them.
History: 1983 a. 484

(d) The municipal board of canvassers shall publicly canvass
thereturns of every municipal election. The canvass $feglin  7.60 County canvass. (1) KeepoFFICEOPEN. On election
within 24 hours after the polls close. At the spring election, tinéght the county clerk shall keep the clexrkifice open to receive
boardof canvassers shall publicly declare the results on or befoeportsfrom the ward inspectors and shall post all returns.
the 2nd Tuesday in April. The board of canvassers shall prepare(2) CounTy BOARD OF canvassers. The county clerk and
a statement showing the results of each election fonamyjicipal ~qualified electors of the county appointed e clerk constitute
office and each municipal referendum. After each primary f@lie county board of canvassers. The members of the board-of can
municipal offices, theboard of canvassers shall prepare a statgassershall serve for 2—year terms commencing on January 1 of
mentcertifying the namesf those persons who have won nemieachodd-numbered yeaexcept that any member who is-ap
nationto ofiice. After each other election for a municipdicé  pointedto fill a permanent vacancy shall serve for the unexpired
andeach municipal referendum, the board of canvassers shall p&¢m of the original appointee. One member of the board of can
parea determination showing the nan#she persons who are vassershall belong to a political party other than dherk’s. The
electedto each municipal fite andthe results of each municipal countyclerk shall designate a deputy clerk who shall perform the
referendum.The board of canvassesisall file each statement andderk’s duties as a member of the boaf@anvassers in the event
determinatiorin the ofice of the municipal clerk or board of elec thatthe county clerlg ofice is vacant, the clerk cannperform
tion commissioners. his or her duties, or the clerkascandidate at an election being-can

(3) ScHOOLDISTRICTELECTIONS. (@) In a common, union high vassed.If the county clerk and designated deputy clerk are both
or unified school district, the school district clerk shall appoint @nableto performtheir duties, the county executive ibithere is
qualified electors of the school district prior to the date of the elego county executive, the chairperson of the county board of-super
tion being canvassedho shall, with the school district clerk, visors shall designate another qualifietector of the county to
constitutethe school district board @ianvassers. If the schoolperformthe clerks duties. If a member other than the clerk cannot
district clerk is acandidate at the election being canvassed, tperformhisor her duties, the clerk shall appoint another member
other2 members of the board of canvassers shall designate at8rskerve. No person may serve on the county boatdrofassers
memberto serve in lieu of the clerk for that election. The schodl the person is a candidate for aficaf to be canvassed by that
district clerk shall appoint a member to fill any other temporatyoard. If lists of candidates for the county board of canvassers
vacancyon the board of canvassers. The canvass shall begirsalsmittedto the county clerk by politicglarty county commit
soonas possible after receipt of the returns, and shall contintegs,the lists shall consist of &ast 3 names and the clerk shall
without adjournmentuntil completed. The board of canvassershoosetheboard members from the lists. Where there is a county
may return defective returns to the municipal boardafvassers boardof election commissioners, it shall serve as the boazdrof

7.54 Contested elections. In all contested election cases,
ontesting parties have the right to have the ballots opened and
ave all errors dfhe inspectors, either in counting or refusing
count any ballot, corrected by the board of canvassers or court
gcidingthe contest. The ballots and related materials may be
openedonly in open session of the boafdcanvassers or in open
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vassers.If the county board of election commissioners serves aectiondistrict, ward or combination afards authorized under
the board of canvassers, the executive director of the county bosr8.15 (6) (b)in the county for each fife and eaclndividual,

of election commissioneshall serve as a member of the board afhetherthe votes are canvassed or not, as well as the total can
canvasserfo fill a temporary vacancy on that board. vassedvotes cast for each individual and eacficef except

(3) CanvassinG. Not later than 9 a.m. on the Thursday afteherescattering votes are designated. If any votes are rejected,
eachelectionthe county board of canvassers shall open and pie board of canvassers shall specify the reasons therefor
licly examine the returns. If returns have not been received from(d) Each statement ardktermination issued under pafs)
any election district or ward in the coupnthey shall dispatch a and(b) shall be certified as correct and attested to by each canvass
messengeand the person having them shall deliver the returnseauo's signature.
the messengerlf, onexamination, any of the returns received are (5) ReporTING. (a) Immediately following the canvass, the
soinformal or defective that the boacdnnot intelligently can county clerk shall deliver or send to the elections board, by 1st
vassthem, they shall dispatchnaessenger to deliver the returnglassmail, a certified copy of each statement of the county board
backto the municipal board of canvassers with written speeificaf canvassers for president and vice president, stat&ls, sen
tions of the informalities or defects and command them to imm&tors and representatives in congress, state legislators, justice,
diately completethe returns or remedy the defects in the mannesurtof appealgudge, circuit judge, district attornegnd metre
requiredand deliver them to the messengé&very messenger politan sewerage commissioners, if the commissioners are elected
shallsafely keep all returns, show them to no one butrtiwici  unders.200.09 (1) (am) The statement shall record the returns
pal clerk and board of canvassers and deliver tlethe county for each diice or referendum by ward, unless combined returns
clerk with all possible dispatch. olacquire the necessary fultre are authorized under &.15 (6) (b)in which case the statement
turnsand remedy any informalities or defects the county boardsifall record the returns for each group of combined wards. Fol
canvassermayadjourn not longer than one day at a time nor molewing primaries thecounty clerk shall enclose on forms pre
than2 days in all. scribedby the elections board the names, party or principle -desig

(4) STATEMENTS AND DETERMINATIONS. (a) The board of can nation, if any, and number ofotes received by each candidate
vassersshall make separate duplicatatements showing therecordedin the same manneiThe county clerlshall deliver or
numbersof votes cast for the fiées of president and vice presi transmitthe certified statement to the elections board no later than
dent; stateofficials; U.S. senators and representatives in congreggiays after each primary and no later than 10 days after any other
statelegislators; justice; court of appeals judge; circuit judgeglection. The board of canvassers shall deliver or transmit & certi
district attorneys; and metropolitan sewerage commissionersfigd copy of each statement for any technical college district refer
the commissioners are elected unde2@0.09 (1) (am) Ifamu endumto the secretary of the technical college district board.
nicipal judge elected under#55.01 (4)serves a municipality that  (b) If the board of canvassers becomes aware of a material mis
is located partially within the county and candidates for th&ikein the canvass of an election for statenational diice or a
judgeshipfile nomination papers in another courttye board of statewideor technical college district referendum prior to the
canvassershall prepare a duplicate statement showing the nunioseof business on the day the elections board recegiems
bers of votes cast for that judgeshighat county for transmittal from the last county board of canvassers with respect to that can
to the other countyFor partisan candidatebe statements shall vass,the board of canvassers nmastition the elections board to
includethe political party or principle designation, if amgxtto reopenandcorrect the canvass. The elections board shall direct
the name of each candidate. The board of canvassersawll the canvass tde reopened and corrected if it determines that the
preparea statement showing the results of any cquehnical public interest so requires. If the elections board ditketsan
college district or statewide referenduntach statement shall vassto be reopened, the board of canvassers shall recoandne
statethe total number of votes castthre county for each fife; transmitacertified corrected copy of the canvass statement to the
the names of all persons for whom the votes were cast, as returmdeGtionsboard orsecretary of the technical college district board.
the number of votes cast for each person; and the number of votegs) CertiFicATEOFELECTION. Immediately after expiration of
castfor and against any question submittee referendum. The the time allowed to file a petition foa recount the county clerk
boardof canvassers shall use one copy of each duplicate staterggallissue ecertificate of election to each person who is elected
to report to the elections board, technical colldigtrict board or to any countyoffice. The certificate notice shall state the amount
boardof canvassers of any other countyd shall file the other of the required dicial bond, if any When a petition for eecount
statemenin the ofice of the county clerk or board of electionis filed, the county clerk shall not issue the certificate of election
commissioners. for the ofice in question until the recount has been complated

(b) The board of canvassers shall then prepare a written detee time allowed for filing an appeal has passed, or if appealed un
mination,in duplicate where necessagjving thenames of the til the appeal is decided.
personslected to any countyfafe and tcany municipal judge (7) OrFIiCIAL CANVASS RECORD. After the certificates of elec
ship if the judge is elected undei755.01 (4)andcandidate$or  tion have been prepared under s{@), the county clerk shall re
thatjudgeship file nomination papers in that coufittye board of tain one copy of the fitial canvass for county fites and refer
canvassershall likewise prepare a written determinat8frow  endain his or her dfce for public inspection.
ing the results of any county referendufollowing any primary  History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 334s.14, 57: 1975 c. 93199, 1977 c. 187
election,the boardbf canvassers shall prepare a statement certifiz7, 449 1979 c.221, 260, 355 1981 c. 41983 a. 442484 538 1985 a. 89304
ing the namef all persons who have won nomination to an%é To7a. 3911989 a. 311991 a. 3161993 a. 3991999 & 156672, 1999 a.
countyoffice or any municipal judgeshiff,the judge is elected '
unders.755.01 (4)and candidates for that judgeship file nomina7.70 State canvass. (1) RECORDING AND PRESERVING RE-
tion papers in that countyThe board of canvassers shall file alfurns. (a) Upon receipt of the certified statements from the
statements&nd determinations in thefiok of the county clerk or countyclerks, the elections board shall record the election results
boardof election commissioners. by counties and file and carefully preserve the statements.

(c) In preparing the statements ateterminations, the board  (b) If any countyclerk fails or neglects to forward any state
of canvassers shall carefully review the talheets and inspec ments,the elections board may require the clerk to do so immedi
tors’ statement. The boadf canvassers may omit the names adtely and if notreceived by the 8th day after a primasy by the
individualswhose names do not appear on the balotwho re  11thday after any other election, the elections board may dispatch
ceivea comparatively small number of voteéBhe board of can a special messenger to obtiem. Whenever it appears upon the
vassershall designate votes received by such individuassals faceof any statement that an error has been made in reporting
tering votes. The board of canvassers shall append to eaomputing,the elections board may return it to the county clerk
statementaind determination a tabulation of the votes cast at edoh correction.
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(3) Canvassing. (a) The chairperson of the boarda desig  The chairperson of the boawt the chairpersos’designee shall
neeof the chairperson appointed by the chairperson to canvaskelver each statement and determination to the board.
specificelection shall publicly canvass the retuamsi make his  (h) Whenever a referendum question submitted to a vote of the
or her certifications and determinations on or befoee2nd Ties-  peopleis approved, the board shall record it and the secretary of
dayfollowing a spring primarythe 15th day of May following  stateshall have the record bound in the volume containing the
spring election, the 4th Tesday in September following a Seporiginal enrolled laws passed at the next succeestisgion of the
temberprimary the first day of December following a generajegis|atureand have the record published with the laws thereof.
election,the 2nd Thursday following a special primasywithin  \Whenevera constitutional amendment or other statewialelat
18 days after any special election. ing or ratifying referendum question which is approved by the

(b) The chairperson of the board or the chairpessteBignee peopledoes not expressly state the dateftectiveness, it shall
shallexamine the certified statements of the county boards of ceecomeeffective at the time the chairperson of the boarther
vassers.If it appears that any material mistake has been madehairperson’sdesignee certifies that the amendment or referen
the computation of votes, or any county board of canvassers fait&g question is approved.
to canvass the votes omitted votes from any ward or election iy The chairperson of the board or the chairpessdasignee
districtin the countythechairperson of the board or the chaifpergp (| canvass only regular returns made by the county hafard
sons designee may dispatch a messenger to the county clerk W&ﬁvasserand shall not count or canvass amgitional or sup
written instructions to certify the facts concerning the mistake gTementalreturns or statements madethg county board or any
the reason why the votes were not canvassed. A clerk to Whifer poard or person. The chairperson of the board or the chair
suchinstructions are delivered shall immediately make a true afdrson'sdesignee shall n@bunt or canvass any statement er re
full answeysign it, afix the county seal and deliver it to the mesy . \yhich has been made by the county board of canvasseng at
senger. The messenger shall deliver it with all possible dispat hertime than that provided in €.6Q This provision does not
to the board. _ _ apply to any return made subsequentatgecount under .01,

(c) The chairperson of the boardthe chairpersor’designee whenthe return is accepted in lieu of any prior return from the
shall conclude the state canvass witlid days after its com ggme county for the samefiog; or to a statement given the
mencement. chairpersorof the board or chairpersendesigneer a messenger

(d) When the certified statemersisd returns are received, thesentby the chairperson or designee to obtain a correction.
chairpersorof the board othe chairpersos’designee shall pro  (5) CerriFicaTESOF ELECTION. (@) The board shall record in
ceedto examine and make a statement of the total number of vqiggffice each certified statement and determination made by the
castat any election for the fifes involved in the election for pres chajrperson of the board or thkairpersors designee. Immedli
ident and vice president; a statement for each of tlee®bf gov  ately after the expiration of the tinatiowedto file a petition for
ernor,lieutenant governoif a primary and a joint statement for recount the board shall make atr@nsmit to each person declared
theoffices of governor and lieutenant goverriba general elec  glecteda certificate of election under the seal of the board. It shall
tion; a statement for each of thdicés of secretary atatestate )0 prepare similar certificates, attested by the executive director
treasurerattorney general, and state superintendent, for U.S. Sgfithe hoard, addressed to the U.S. hafsepresentatives, stat
ator; representative in congress for each congressional diftiCt, i the names of those persons elected as representatives to the
statelegislature; justice; court of appeals judge; circuit judge; digongresdrom this state. In the case of U.S. senatorsbtzed
trict attorney;metropolitarsewerage commission, if the commis g5 prepare a certificate of election for the govemsignature,
sionersare electedinder s200.09 (1) (am) and for any referen 5,4 the governor shall sign anéhathe greasseal of the state and
dagquestions submitted by the legislature. , transmitthe certificate tahe president of the U.S. senate. The cer

(e) The chairperson of the boardtbe chairpersos’designee ftificate shall be countersigned by the secretary of stageperson
shall make a special statemémthe board as soon as possible aklectedwas elected to fill a vacandpe certificate shall sstate.
ter the canvass certifying: Whena valid petition for recount ifled, the chairperson of the

1. After each September primatiie name of each candidateboardor the chairpersos'designee may not certify a nomination,
not defeated in the primary who receives at leastoé%e total andthe governor or board may not issue a certificate of election
vote cast for all candidates on all ballots at the primary for eaadhtil the recount has beeompleted and the time allowed for fil
separatestate dice except district attornggnd the percentage ofing an appeal has passed, or if appealed until the appeal is decided.
thetotal vote received by that candidate. Such percentage shall bgy) For presidential electors, the elections board shall prepare

2. After the general election, the name of each polifieally vassand the names of the persons elected, and the governor shall
which receives at least one percent of the vote cast in such elecsig, affix the great seal ahe state and transmit the certificate by
for any statewide dite. registeredmail to the U.S. administrator of general services. The

() The statements shall show the persons’ names receivijtyernorshall also prepare 6 duplicate originafssuch certifi
votes,and any referenda questions; the whole numbenote#s cateand deliver them to one of tipeesidential electors on or-be
givento each; and an individual listing by the districts or countidere the first Monday after the 2ndaiinesday in December
in which they were given. The namespegfrsons not regularly  History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 334s.15,57, 1975 c. 93199, 1977 c. 107
nominatedwho received only a comparatively small number 187,l4%,244£91§;9 £.221200.3 2821;1859%' ;‘Si‘é?fg%sfgg&f atay 9%
votes may be omitted and their votes designated as scatterfh hlessa constitutional amendment provides otherwise, it takestepon the cer

votes. tification of a statewide canvass of the votes as provided in sub. ( 3) (h). The legisla

i ; ; ; turehas the authority under Art. XIl, s. 1 to adopt reasonable election laws to provide
©) F°"°W'“9 each ermaryelectlon, the chairperson of thethat state constitutional amendments efiective after canvass and certification.
boardor the chairpersos’designee shall prepare a statemsent  Statev. Gonzales, 2002 WI 5253 Ws. 2d 158646 N.W2d 280*

tifying the results of the primarwhich shall indicate the names

of the persons who have won nomination to any state or national> Presidential electors meeting. (1) The electors for
office. Following each other electiotiie chairperson of the boardpresidentand vice presidershall meet at the state capitol follow

or the chairpersor’designee shall prepare a statencentifying ing the presidential election at 12:000n the first Monday after
theresults of the election arsthall attach to the statement a certifithe 2nd Wednesday in Decembelf there is a vacancy in thefice
cateof determination which shall indicate thames of persons of an elector due to death, refusal to &iture to attend or other
who have been elected to any state or natiorfaleof The chair  causethe electors present shall immediately proceed to fill by bal
personof the board othe chairpersor’designee shall likewise lot, by a plurality of votes, thelectoral college vacancyWhen
preparea statement and certificate for any statewide referenduatl.electors are present, or the vacancies filled, they shall perform
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their required duties under the constituteomd laws of the United notbe an inhabitant of this state. A presidential elector isenot

States. quiredto vote for a candidate who is deceased atithe of the
(2) The presidential electors, when convened, shall vote Igeeting.

ballot for that person fopresident and that person for vice presi History: 1979 c. 246

dentwho are, respectivelyhe candidates dhe political party

which nominated them under&.18 the candidates whose nameg.80 Notice of election. Personal service or service by first

appearean the nomination papers filed unde8 20, or the can classmail of a certificate of election isfafial notification forall

didateor candidates who filed their names und@.%85 (2) ex legalpurposes to any person of his or her electionfioeof

ceptthat at least one of the persons for whom the electors vote mayistory: 1977 c. 427
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