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Vote Record
Committee on Public Health
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TWigconsin Speaker Pro Tempore

Representative Stephen J. Freese
October 7, 2003

J.A. Hines, Chairman

Assembly Committee on Public Health
Room 10W, State Capitol

Madison, WI 53702

Dear Chairman Hines:

Since T am unable to be present for the October 8* executive session of the Assembly
Committee on Public Health, I would like to submit my voting intentions for the
comunittee record.

Let it be known for the record that 1 would have voted “aye™ on passage of Assembly Bilk
108, Assembly Bill 332, Assembly Bill 351 and Assembly Bill 441.

Sincerely,

Tnoal_
Stephen J. Freese
State Representative

Afifty-AFivst Agsembly District

Office: Post Office Box 8931 » Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8057 + (808) 286-7502 « Fax: {608} 2619474 « Rep.Freesc@legis state.wius
District: 1121 Professional Drive » Dodgeville, Wisconsin 53533 « (608) §35.37589
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JA. HINES

STATE REPRESENTATIVE * 42ND ASSEMBLY DISTRICT

Assembly Committee on Public Health
Testimony of Rep. J.A. Hines
Assembly Biil 108

Public health — no cure for the infection once symptoms oceur in animals or man
2. Dogs and cats are treated the sarne if b1tes oceur 1.e. observation and quarantine
bylaw. :

‘Under current law, cats that are ;mported :mto the state must be vaccinated.

4. . Many cities have iocai ordinances requiring rabies vaccination of cats. This
would simplify if we have a statewide requirement.

5. The intent of this bill is not to force anyone into vaccinating his or her cats; no
penalty would be imposed unless a bite occurred. The same as dogs.

6. Responsible pet owners already vaccinate a large percentage of their cats. Most
people are law-abiding citizens and would vaccinate if this were the law.

7. Other animals i.e. horses and cattle can be and are vaccinated if owners feel there
is a threat to them, but because these are not carnivores the chance of them
spreading the disease is much less. Cats and dogs do and can bite. This is the

~main way the disease is spread.. L

8. Laws that pertain to diseases that spread fmm ammals 1o man are written in
conjunction with the Veterinary Practice 'Act or Department of Agriculture.

9. Efforts are underway to prevent the spread of rabies in the raccoon that is
occurring in the eastern part of this country.

10. Criticism of the need to vaccinate because of low numbers of cases is poor
reasoning. No one would consider repealing the dog rabies vaccinating because
of low incidence of rabies in dogs.

11. The cost of preventative treatment in humans after exposure, bite of an infected or
unknown animal, can run into the thousands of dollars.

12. Using the argument that the reason for this is solely to the benefit veterinarians is

like saying the reason to vaceinate children against polio is to benefit doctors.
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