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A state senator is question-
ing Department of Natucal Re-
sources fleet purchases in t
of & report that the DN
northern region has beerl imy
ing vehicles at a costly clip de-
spite state budget problems.

Sen. Robert Cowles, R-
Green Bay, has called for an
audit of state fleet purchases
‘and organization in light ‘of 3
repert in the Lakeland Times
newspaper that the northern
region of the DNR paid $10.4
million to buy new vehicles and
doubled the size of its fleet in
the past 10 years.
\ The Department of Adminis
iration has been studying the
'ovemii state fleet situation and
thas planned consolidations of
fleet manzgement programs,
'but Cowles wants faster action.
. The state of Wisconsin
anaintains more than 7,000 ve-
*hicles, which are divided into
Four fleets operated by the De-
- ‘partment of Administration,

Department of Transportation,

DNR and the University of Wis-

consin-Madison, according to
Cowles., The Department of
Corrections and the Depart-
ment of Health and Family
- Bervices operate smaller fleets,

Cowles guestioned DNR pur-
chases of expensive fuel-ineffi-
cient vehicles such as trucks
and sport utility vehicles. And
he noted that the DOA central
fleet operates at a much lower
cost per mile — 24 cents —
than the overall state fleet cost
of 37 cents per mile. Millions
could be saved by consolidat-
ing the fleet so that the DNR
and other agencies could
match the DOA’s cost statis-
ties, he said.

But Vanee Rayburn, admin-
istrator of the DNR’s Customer
and Employee Service Division,
which manages its fleet, said
that the agency’s 1,561-vehicle
fleet has many specially vehi-
cles ~— such as fire control ve-
hicles, dump trucks and
vehicles used to transport fish.

“It's not a fleet of passenger

cars gnd light tracks. it's diffi-

¢ult fo compare the Depari-
ment of Administration fleet

with an agency like DNR,” Ray-
bum said. “That would be like
comparing Avis to the Madison
Fire Department.”

Rayburn said the i0-vear
total for the northern region
for vehicle acquisition was $8.5
million, not $10 million, for the
period from 1983 through
2003.

He also said that the north-
ern region's fleet actually
shrank during the last five
years because 251 vehicles
were disposed of while 239
were purchased. Disposal fig-
ures were only available for the
last five years, he said.

“For the whole state, over
the five-year perigd, the fleet
grew slightly,” Rayburn added.
There were 881 wvehicle pur-
chases and 896 disposals.

The DNR reduced the num-
ber of passenger cars in its
flset in response to & directive
by former Gov. Seott McCal-
ham, he said.

“For. the whole state, DNR
acquisition costs in the’ Iast five
years were $19.8 million. The
10-year zcquisition cost was

Audit sought of DNR vehicle purchases

...CORL next page
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$30.6 million,” Rayburn said. Raybum also said that the 80,000 miles for light trucks
But disposals brought in in- DNRE exceeds DOA mileage and vans and 85,000 for cars,
come of $3.6 million for the guidelines before it replaces he said.

past five years, which brings light trueks and passenger '
the net cost down, he added, cars. Those guidelines are E-mai: awaier@madison.com

DNR vehicle report

Year DNR Cars Light Heavy SWV  Acquisition
Purchases , Trucks Trucks Cost |
2003 32 14 o 18 0 $1,604,197
2002 277 74 164 11 28 $6,114,911
2001 203 50 - 104 7 42 $4,249,469
2000 183 50 107 15 1 $3.849329
1999 188 49 113 13 - 11 $3.901,640
1998 154 34 103 1 16 $3:129.691
1997 89 19 . 54 7 g $1,935,940
1996 78 10 50 11 7 $1,698,812
1995 - 33 2 21 3 7 $717.238
1994 95 1 71 18 5 $2,115,812
1993 55 0 40 14 1 $1,101,277
5 yeartotal 881 237 488 64 92  $19,809,555

10 year total 1,385 303 827 118 137 $30,598,125
Tt C . - " -Source: DNR
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Most state-car logs
lacked personal use

Agency heads asked to
ensure that all mileage
being reported accurately

By PATRICK MARLEY,

STEVEN WALTERS

and STACY FURSTER

:}maf!e_y@jzxuma!smnel.gom
Madison — 8ix ont of 10

state employees with .state

cars reported that they didnot -
log ‘any personal miles during

a 4-month period, according
to records released Friday.

In all, the records show that
more ﬁmn 1,700 vehicles are
personally assigned to employ-
ees and about 1,100 of them, or
more than 60%, had no person-
al miles reported from Jarm.
ary 2003 to February 2004.

A small number of the cars
Included in the véport were as-

. glgned to an office ami shareéi‘ :
i :b}* several mnplayees

~Amang major’ departments,
the Department of Transporta-
tion had the lowest reimburse-
ment rate, with more than
threefourths of the employees
paying no ‘personal: mileaps,
aceording to the records ob-
tained by the Jouwrnal Sentinel
through a reguest under the
state’s open records law, -

More than 100 state workers
reported driving more than
20,000 miles during that period
without putting any personal
miles on their vehicles.

In response to the figures,
the Department of Administra-

tion sent a lstter to all agency
heads this week, asking them
{o doubje-check {o ensure that
all mileage is being reported:
accurately, Administration
Secratary Mare Marotta said.

Ee noted that some cars, al-
thoogh assigned to somsgone,
are kept at an office and used
only for business. It remains

unclear how many vehicles are .

treated that way, he said,
“Until we

Mo_re than igck into it fur-
er 0 see if

‘00 pecple are us-

state workers ing it for per
reported sonal  mileage,
driving more I'll hold my re-
than 20,000 action in abe-

mitas from yance,” Marot-
January 2003 ta said.

to February If problems
o004 withowr  ave found, dis
piting any . Ciplinary.-ac.

tion Twill be

- personas miiss -
“on their state gﬁﬁgﬁg “down,
vehicles.

Gov, Jim

Doyle was criti-

cal of Altorney General Peg

Lautenschlager when gques-

fions were raised about her

mileage logs, which show she

put nearly 20,000 miles on her

state car last vear none of
them personal.

That landed Lautenschlager
and top aide Dan Bach in trou-
ble last month, when the state
Ethics Board ordered them to

cont. fext page
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reimburse the state for person-
Al miles and slapped them
with $250 fines.

The governor will not toler-
wate any misuse of state cars,
Marotta said.

Dan Leistikow, a spokesman
for Doyle, said the governor
has made it clear that he ex-
ects people to follow the poli-
Ty and reimburse the state for
any personal miles they drive
Wwith a state-owned car.

“He clear that over the
%rars there’s heen a lot of
- lcppy record-keeping, and the
,,avernor has made it very
slear that it’s a new day,” Leis-
%ik{)w said. “Taxpayers expect
more of us. These policies are
going to have fo be followed
very closely and fo the extent
that people have personal
-miles, those have to be reim-
bursed.”

Lelstikow said a review of
ali state cars was already un-
der way when Lautenschlager
was arrested for drunken driv-
ing and the revelations about
her use of the state car

- emerged. The Department of
<o Administration was Jooking at
“how the cars are used and

whether some of them could be

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel April 10, 2004

eliminated to save taxpayer
dollars, he said.

As a resulf of the review, the
state has alveady reduced the
number of persenally assigned
vehicles by more than 80 cars,
“and once it is complete, it will
go even further than that,”
Leistikow said.

State rules allow employees
with official vehicles to use
them for incidental personal
errands — stopping at an auto-
mated teller machine while on

- the job, for example. Any ather

persortal miles must be reim-
bursed, however.

Audit mques’ted

Sen. Robert Cowles (R-Green
Bay) said Friday that he was
shocked at the high percentage
of state workers whose logs in-
dicated they did not drive any
personal miles,

“It’s hard for me to compre-
hend that all those peaple
aren’t claiming any personsl
miles,” said Cowles, who this
week requested an audit of the
Department of Naturzl Re-
sources’ vehicle purchases.

Cowles called on Dovle and

- Margtta to fix the problem and
said'he would expand his audit
reguest to include the use of

all state vehicies,

“Thiz thing bess for some
major management restructur
ing,” Cowles said,

At the Department of Trans-
portation, 385 of 508, or 77%, of
employees with cars did not
reimburse the state. For a va-
riety of other agencies under
the Department of Administra-
tion, 568 of 883, or 64%, did not
reimburse, and at the Depart-
fnent of Natural Resources, 135
of 313, or 48%; of empleyees
did not reimburse.

The state also provided in-
formation on vehicles used by

the Department” of Correc-

tions, but those records do not
address whether employees
paid personal mileage on the
vehicles. Most cars the Univer-
sity of Wisdonsin System owWns
were not included in the re-
cords, but they did include in-
formation on six chanceilors.

Two of those six — recently
deceased UW-River Falls Chan-
cellor Ann Lydecker and UW-
Green Bay Chancellor Bruce
Shepard - reported no person-
al mileage on the state-owned
cars that they each put 22,600
miles on during that permd
That contrasts sharply - with
the other chancellors, who re-
irnbursed the state $508 to
$1.600 during that period.

One state employvee who
logged a significant number of
miles without paying for any

perscnal use was Bryce Luch-
terhand, director of the gover-
nor’s northern office. Doyle
spokesman Lelstikow said
Luchterhand spends most days
on the road, traveling to com-
munity events, and drives his
personal car when he goes to
the office, about once a week.

“All of his other trips would
be sirietly business trips that
he's takmg over northernt Wis-
consin,” Leistikow said. “He's
heen very careful about not us-
ing his state car ever for per-
sonal miles, so there's not ever
& question about his car, . -

“The governor hag gvery ex-
vectation that he'll continue 1o
follow that policy clogely.”

Some cars are shared.

For example, a 2000 Ford
Taurus assigned to Brent C.
Pickard, a public affairs officer
for the DOT in Fau Claire,
logged more than 9,200 miles
with no personal mileage
claimed. But Pickard said the
number of cars in the district
was reduced a few vears ago
for pudgetary reasons, so four
others have access to the car,
which is in his name. When
it’s not being driven, stays at
the office, Pickard said -

“It sits in the parking lot at

the state office building uniess

someone picks it up to go
wherever it is they are going.”
Pickard said,
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Wisconsin State Journal April 14, 2004

Gas receipts raise questions about
attorney general’s use of state car

when first asked about an {nitial
batch of fuel receipts the Wiscon-
sin State Journal compared to her
work calendar.

“On any of those events where
there were politieal things,” Lau-

By Scott Mitred

Wisconsin Siate Journal

could have viclated state law,

The incident is one of several
involving gas receipts that raise
questions about whether the at-
torney general used her state car
for personal or political events be-

Atteriléy Genoral Peg Lau-
tenschlager gassed up her state
car in Racine just hours afier at-

tending 2 political fund-raiser in vond what the state Ethics Board - tenschlager said, “T always used
the same city, state fuel receipts determined in its investigation my:personal car or somebody
show, 0 s . intothematter. 00 : else’s” :

- “I'have never taken a (state) car
1o a state political event” Lau- -
tenschiager said two weeks ago,

Yet-she insists she didn’t use the
state car to get to the local Demo-
cratic Party fund-raiser, which

‘The State i&umaj obtained 59

gas receipts from purchades
Lautenschlager made at filling
stations across Wisconsin, She
bought the gas between Feb. 1,
2003, and Feb. 17, 2004, using

her state-issued fuel purchas-

ingcard.

* " Lautenschlager said she'al- -

ways kept the card with her
state-issued car, typically a
1998 Buick Park Avenue.

The Ethics Board didn’t look
at the gas receipts when it tied
to piece together how many
miles the attormey general -~
owed taxpayers for commuting
to and from her Fond du Lac
homein her state'car.

Late last month, the board
fined Lautenschlager $250 and
charged her $672 for 1,969 per-
sonal miles of travel. The in-
vestigation followed
Lautenschlager's drunken driv-
ing conviction after she drove
her state car into a ditch.

lLautenschlager has refused
in recent days to answer gues-
tions about specific trips that
correspond to gas purchases.
She did say previously she
sometimes drove to meetings
ot listed on her calendar.

“I can’t reaily reconstruct

‘sona

was cleared of ethics violations by
But.a State Journal review of gas

mirts-raiseﬁ-_quesﬁoﬁs abput whether she used herstate car for per-

arny of this because I don't
have the proper records to,”
she said. “And that's where we
ran info problems.”

More commutes possible

- The gas receipts show Lag-
tenschlager fiilled up her state
car at least 21 times in Fond du
Lac. On or around only thres of
those dates did her work cal-
endar show state business in
the vicinity of Fond du Lac.

- In addition, the attorney
general filled up her state car
five times in citieg between
Fond du Lac and Madison or

or political events hieyond what the Ethics Board determined, |

Milwaukee, such as Beaver
Dam, Waupun and Stingex.
These could be more com-
mutes, because her calendar
showed no state business to
explain the routes.

Twenty-one Fond du Lac
fill-ups, minus three for state
business, plus five additional
commutes would equal 23.
Lautenschlager commuted 23
times, she would have owed
the state about $470 more than
she paid. ,

The attorney general put
14.5 gallons of gas in her state
car at 3 p.m. on Christmas Day
in Fond du Lae, even though

: : BRI i S‘é%'!:ié".!bnma'! archives

Wisconsin Attorney General Peg Lautenschiager, seen here reflected in
the television tamera's viewfinder,
the state Ethics Board on March 29,

-..CORL next page
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cont, from prev. page

her calendar shows no state
business that day. Fthics Board
attorney Jonathan Becker said -
she told investigators she
didn’t use her state car for offi-
cial business for several days
surrounding the holiday.

Lautenschiager put 12.6 gal-
lons of gas in her state car at
9:30 a.in. on Friday, June 13,
2003, in Fond du Lac, Her
schedule that day included
several Milwaukee events ata
crime lab, then a reception for
Democratic presidential candi-
date John Kerry, a speech at
the state Democratic conven-
tion and finally 2 meeting with
then-presidential candidate
Howard Dean. | -

State rules forbid taking a
state car to a political event,
said Administration Depart-
ment attorney Jehn Rothschild.
Even if she switched cars in
Milwaukee and tock a private
car to the pniiﬁcal events, state
taw might require her to paya
portion of the mileage on her
state car.

Politicking in Racine

.- Lautenschiager purchased

. 13 gallons of gas a1 7.08 a.m.
on Monday, March 17,2003, in
Racine. Her work calendar
shows she was a featured
speaker at the Racine County

Democratic Dinner at the
Romea Lodge in Racine the
night before from about 5t 8
p-m. The county party raised
several hundred dollars, after
expenses, by charging $25 at
the door.

Lautenschlager’s calendar
Hsts no other events in Racine
on those days or in previous
weeks. A local Web site has a
picture of Lautenschlager min-
gling at the lodge in front of
what appears to be'a campaign
fawn sign.

Lautenschiager originally
said Fond du Lac County
Board member Todd Schmitz
drove her in'a Grand Prix to
and from the Racine political
event.

“1 just remember it very,
very clearly,” she said, noting
her husband had just had a
medical procedure and
thoughts of that distracted her
during her speech.

Days after that comment,
when additional state records
showed theé exact date and
time of the Racine gas pur-
chase, Lautenschlager's staff
hedged on how she got to the
fund-raiser. It's possible |
Schmitz drove her, said Lau-
tenschiager aide Vaughn
Vance. But that would have re-
quired a Fond du Lac-Racine
round trip on Sunday nigh ,

followed by a return trip to
Racine in her state car early the
next morning after only a few
hours of sleep. -

In an interview Tuesday,
Schmitz said he couldn’t find
the trip on his calendar. He
may have volunteered to drive
the attorney general that night
because he remembers taking
her to a Racine pehncal event,
he said. But he can't remember
when or which car he drove.

Another possibility, Vance
said, js that the attomey gen-
eral drove her state car to Mil-
waukee for state business. She
tiren would have ridden in a
private vehicle to and from the
Racine fund-raiser Sunday

" night, only to drive her state

car back to Racine that same
night to stay at a co-worker's
house. She then would have
had the state car Monday to
work on a confidential legal
matter in the Racine area,
Vance said. )

But Lautenschlager told the
state Ethics Board she didn’t
use her state car for any state
business that Sunday or Mon-
day, Becker said. And her cal-

_endar'doesn’ t _hs_t any events in

Milwaukee.

Contact Scott Milfred
at smilfred@madison.com
of 252-6129.
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The Capital Times April 15, 2004

New twist in AG car probe

Fund-raising
trip alleged

By Anita Weler
The Capital Times
The head of the state
Ethles Board said today that
he will review state records
to find out whether Altorney
General Peg Lautenschlager
used a state car to attend a
political function in Racine.

The allegation came in g

Wisconsin Btate Journal story
on Wednesday.

“We'll take a look at the
faects and see if that's the end
of the story or if it leads
someplace else,” said Ethics
Board Director Roth Judd.

The investigation of Lauv-
tenschiager’s nse of her state

vehicle began after she drove
““the car into a ditch while

under the influenée of alco-
hol as she was driving from
Madison to her home in Foad
du Lac.

Lautenschlager said
Wednesday that no state ve-
hicle was used to attend the
Racine County Democratic
Dinner on March 16, 2003.
She also told reporters that
she never used the state car
for fund-raisers. She told the
Fithics Board that she never
used & state car for campaign
activities, Judd said,

“It was not atypical of the
attorney general to travel to a
political everd In a personal
vehicle and then return to the
same geographic location the
next day in her state vehicle
to conduct state business,” a
written statement from Lau-
tenschlager’s office said.

Approximately 14 hours

r

Attorney General Peg Lautenschlager told rspnrter#'ﬁhe

FILE FHOTO

never used the state car to attend political fund-raisers.

after appearing at the Racine
County Democratic Dinner,
the attorney genersl returned
to the Racine area to partici-

_patein a-conlidential meeting
related to an official DOJ.

tuatter, the statement said.

Judd was quizzed about
the Ethics Board’s investiga-
tion of Lautenschlager's use
of a state vehicle when he ap-
peared hefore the Legisla-
ture’s Joint Finance
Committee on Wednesday to
reguest additional money to
fund a previcus investigation
of former state Sen. Gary
George,

Rep. David Ward, R-Ft. At-
kirson, asked Judd why a
newspaper apparently had in-
formation that the Ethics
Board did not, namely gas re-
ceipts.

Judd responded that he
had received a printout snd &
posting date from the stale
Department of Administra-
tion about gas purchases, but
not a gas purchase date,

“Just in the past week we

found out the DOA became
aware it could obtain the day
and hour of purchase,” Jadd
said.

However, the Bthics Board
was focusing on s different

matter - whether Lautensch-
lager had used her state vehi-
cle for persenal use, mainly
in eommuting between Madi-
son and her home in Fond du

Lautenschlager was able
to document to the board
that only 2,000 miles of
travel since she took office in
January 2003 was not for
state business use, She reim-

" bursed the state for $672 for

that mileage and paid a $250
penalty to the Ethics Board.

Ward said his concern was
that the state is paying bills
for investigations that may
1ot be top quality.

Judd sald the state uses
some of the best investiga-
tors in Wisconsin and pays
them from $75 to 3156 per
hour.

E.mall: awsiar@madison.com
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Officials to compare new records with
documents used in investigation

By PATRICK MARLEY
pmariey@ipumaisentinel com

Madison — The state Ethics Board will re-
view more records related to Attornhey General
Peg Lautenschlager's use of a state car in com-
ing days, despite a settiement it reached with

" her 1ast month,

Gas receipts ‘and other records that were nef
previously made available to the board will be
turned over this week for staff to review, the
board’s executive directﬁr, ®. Roth Judd, seid
Wednesday.

Those records will be compared with other -

documents the board compiled during ifs inves-
tigation to make sure its findings were accu-
rate, he said.

The Ethics Board found last month that Lau-
tenischlager failed to reimburse the state $672
for 1,968 personal miles logged on her state car
during more than a year in office. She seftled
up that bill and paid a $250 penalty on March 28
in an agreement reached with the panel.

“Cne very, very likely ontcome is it will just

corroborate everyihing we: fmmd &&t'her,” Judd:

said i an interview. “We're going to check it
and recheck it to make sure everything's accu-
rate.” .

Lautenschlager’s use of state car under more scrutiny

After briefing the Legislature’s Joint Finance
Committee on the matter, Judd fold reporiers
that the board’s findings were unlikely to
change but that the new records may “lead in
some other direction,” which could potentially
reopen the Ethics Board investigation.

Judd said he wants to review the gas receipts
to make sure that a state car was not used fo
trayel to any campaign-related event.

“Td like to know the answer to that,” Judd
said, responding to a story in Wednesday's Wis-
consin State Journal that {racked where Lauw-
tenschlager bought gas. :

Lautenschiager said during a Wednesday
morning public appearance and in a lengthy
statement released in the afternoon that she
had not used a state car for political appear-
ances.

“At no time was the state vehicle used to at-
tend political events,” she said in her state-
ment.

During the investigation, which developed
after Lautenschlager was arrested for drunken
driving in a state car during a Feb. 23 trip from
Madison to her Fond du Lac home, the Ethics
Board reviewed gas receipts that showed where
she bought fusl, but not precmeiy when she
boughtit: - . -

Investzgaters 1eamed this Week that the state :
Department of Administration could provide re-
cords that show exactly when purchases were

Capitol Headlines

made rafher than just when transactions on a-

state credit card were posted 4o an account, as
had sarlier been provided.

The department ‘is also turning over records
related to repairs done on a 1989 Buick Park
Avermie and possibly other state cars Lau-
tenschlager drove, Ethics Board lawyer Jona-
than Becker said.

Because Lautenschlager kept no record of
business and personal irips she made, the
Ethics Board required her to offer proof of all
trips she made on state business. Using her offi-
cial calendar, she was able to account for most
of the roughly 23,600 miles she put on the car’in
2002 and early 2004, Becker said.

Investigators reviewed the initizl records oun
gas purchases but gave them little weight be-
cause the burden of proof was on Lautenschlag-
er to show business miles, Becker and Judd
said in separate interviews.

State law bars using sfate cars in most cases
to attend campaign events for or against partic-
ular candidates. An alleged violation would be
reviewed by the state Elections Board rather
than the Ethics Board. Kevin Kennedy, execu-
tive director of the Elections Board, said no re-
view of Lautenschlager was under way because
no one has filed a sworn complaint about the
matier.

Stevan Wattars of the Journal Sentinel siaff contributed fp

Hrie rernrt
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Lautenschlager’s
gas receipts will
be reviewed

The state’s top ethics official
will examine the records.

By Phil Brinkman

Wisconsin State Journal

The state’s top ethics official said
Wednesday he will review gas receipts
fromy Attorney General Peg Lautensch-
lager's state car, -

The receipts were describad ina
story in the Wisconsin State Journal on
Wednesday. They raise questiofs
about whether the attormey geheril
drove the car for personal use beyond
what the Ethics Board determined in
an jnvestigation concluded last month,
and whether she used the car to attend
a Democratic Party fund.-raiser, which
could have violated state law. -

“I'm not calling it reopening the in-
vestigation,” said Roth Judd, executive
director of the board. “I'm fust going to
lockat them:and see what they'say.”

‘Also Wednesday, Lautenschlager is-
sued a press release responding to
guestions about some of the receipts
after refusing repeated requests by the
State Journal to explain specific trips
that corresponded to gas purchases.

In the release, Lautenschlager

repeated she never used her
state car to attend political.
events. She also challenged the
State Journal's methodology of
comparing her gas receipts to
her official calendar.

The newspaper’s investiga-
tion found 23 tirnes when she
gassed up the car in her home-
town of Fond du Lac or other
cities where, and at times
when, she had no state busi-
ness scheduled,

"My calendar is used for
scheduling purposes and has
seldon) contained entries for
events scheduled hours prior
te the event, nor has it ever
been meant to be a4 complete
listing of all persenal and busi-
ness meetings,” she said.

Judd said he didn’t expect
the gas receipts would change
the board’s assessment that
Lawtenschlager owed the state
$672 for 1,969 personal miles
she put on the car, The board
also fined her $250, '

“I think our thought is, it
doesn't make any difference in
the wnount of the payment she
makes ... because 'of the meth-
odolagy we toak.” Judd said,

The Ethics Board arrived at
its figure by first assuming Lau-
tenschlager owed the state for
gl of the nearly 23,000 miles
g¢he put on the car since taking
office in January 2003, then
subtracted mileage for any
documented business trips on
her calendar.

In the release, Lautensch-
lager said some of the gas re-
ceipts noted by the newspaper
relate to official state business
not noted on her calendar,

According to her calendar,
she was the featured speaker at
a Racine County Democratic
dinner in Racine the evening of
March 16, 2003. State records
show she bought gas in Racine

‘at 7:08 the next morning,

Her calendar lists no official
events in Racine on those days
or in previous weeks, In vari-
ous statements, she said she ei-
ther drove her personal car
from her home in Fond du Lac
about 85 miles away or was
given a ride to the event, then
returned the next morning in
her state car.

On Wednesday, she said the
trip concerned a “confidential
meeting related to an official
DOJ matter.” But the stateipent
appears to condradict an eatlier
statement to the Ethics Board
that she hadn’t used her state
car for state business on either
March 16 or March 17,

Records reviewed by the
State Journal also showed she
put gas in the car on Christmas
Day 2003 in Fond du Lag, even
though her calendar shows no
state business that day and she
told the Ethics Board she
hadn't used it then,

On Wednesday, she said her
tather underwent open heart
surgery the day before Christ-
mas and she hadn’t had time
to gas up the car before then.

“The statement suggests she

only drove the car to purchase
gas-and then returiied Home. "

Tudd said the'investigation
and continuing questions
about her use of the vehicle
could have been avoided if
Lautenschlager had kept a log
of how many miles she drove
the car for each trip, and
whether the trip was business
or personal. :

State policy aliows people
assigned vehicles to use their
cars for commuting, but they
must reimbarge the state for
such trips, Lautenschiager,
wio said she misunderstood
the policy, didn’t reimburse the
state for personal mileage until
the Ethics Board investigation.

Contact Phil Brinkman at
pbrinkman@madison.com
o1,252-6145, '
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salary for driving a state car
into a ditch while appar-
ently legally drunk. ~
©She also paid a fine of
$250 and repaid the state
$672 for 1,969 miles after
thestate Ethics Board
found Lautenschiager used
her state car
to corumute
.from her of-
fice in Madi-
- son to her
- home in
* Fond du
- Lac, violat-

cial state vehicles.

Now Lautenschlager
seems about to squander
her hard-earned reputation
as well. Since her arrest, her
explanations and excuses
have raised only new ques-
tions without resolving old .
ones.

unit that is siupposedto in-
vestigate activities uncom-
fortably similar to those she
is suspected of doing her-

-self. Her investigators pre-
sumably wouldn’t let their
targets off the hook with in-
sufticient or contradictory
explanations, and neither
will we,

Recuords strongly indicate
that the attorney general
used her state car for per-
sonal or political events be-
yond what the state Ethics
Board found in its recent

- Investigation. That maynot
e jﬁsﬁ'ﬁcaﬁanﬁtﬁ*shb’m’;_d_ DRUEIS
the attorney general from-
office. But the issue is rele-
vant and worth pursuing
because it raises questions
about the atiormey general’s
‘honesty and integrity.
Comparing records to Lau-
tenschlager’s statements,
one gets the uneasy feeling
that the truth is still out
there, somewhere:

@ The attorney general
gassed up her state carin
Racine just hours after at-
tending a Democratic Party
fund-raiser in the same
city, fuel receipts show.
Lautenschlager insisted she
didn’t use the car to get
there, but she also said she

~22 - Thursday, April 15, 2004 Capitol Headlines
Wisconsin State Journal April 15, 2004
Talking recently with the always kept the card with
D4R OPRRON Wiscgn'sgl State ;Z,ma;, her st?m-issued car. State
‘/V h . ; Lautenschlager succinctly rules forbid taking a state
y Lallte_n‘sc}llagef summed the primary chal- Caf’tﬂ 11'1 Pﬂliﬁiaél event.
’ lenge facing her now : “My utenschlager re-
cant gct Oﬂ: the hOOk bigger worry is ensuring 1 fused to answer questions
can restore my credibility about specific trips that
as attorney general, be- correspond to gas pur-
- ttorney General Peg cause I think that there are chases until Wednesday,
"Laumnschlage; just important things we ac- after ethics officials said
Xkeeps paying, complished in]mg first yeay they would reopen an in-
Lautenschlager paid a in office, and I'd like to quiry.
fine, lost her driving privi- continue that work." ® Receipts show Lau-
leges for a year, and volun- Part of that work includes tenschiager filled up her
 tarily gave up two weeks' muntling a public integrity state car atleast 21 times in

her hometown of Fond du
Lac, including on Ghristmas
Day. A work day? The num-
ber of fill-ups also exceeds
the number ‘of commutes
she has repaid, and her
work calendar doesn’t show
her on official business on
most of these days.

Perhaps Lautenschlager
doesn’t deserve blame for
an incomplete investiga-
tion. The Ethics Board
didn’t bother to examine
the gas receipts when it

tried to figure out how the
- attorney general was using

the car and what she owed
taxpayers for her personal
travel. S

And surely, some parti-
sans hope to keep contro-
versy switling around -
Lautenschlager as long as
possible to maximize the
political damage of her re-
cent missteps, If she
chooses to seek re-election,
that campaign begins in
little more than a year,

But that doesn’t change
the bottom line. The attor-
hey general of Wisconsin is
held to the highest expecta-
tions of honesty, integrity
and openness for a reason:

the top enforcer of state
laws, she needs to follow
them. And it’s not at all |
clear that she does.
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Commuting costs

Use of the taxpayers’ vehicles
must have very specific limits

carly two months afier her drunken driving arrest,
Wisconsin Attorney General Peg Lautenschlager is
W moving forward.

However, there’s a question Hingering in the minds of
taxpayers who want to make sure every dollar sent to
Madison is spent wisely and honestly.

No, this isn’t about dredging up the details of what
happened in Dodge County the night of Feb. 23, when a
dronken Lautenschlager drove a state car into the ditch.

This is about what surfaced afterward, when it was
learned that Lautenschlager routinely billed taxpayers
for trips between Madison and her Fond du Lac home.
In addition, her top deputy, Dan Bach, likewise claimed
== 34.2 cents a mile commuting from his
home in southern Wisconsin.

Both claimed such billings wére a
misunderstanding about the rules, Lautenschlager repaid
$672, Bach repaid $512, and each paid another $250 for

- -vmiatmg a law requiting those reimbursements.

* Lautenschiager is paid nearly $128,000 a vear. That
should be sufficient for her to cover her commutin g
expenses. If it’s not, that’s her problem, not the taxpayers,

The nagging question is how many other state employ-
ees get sweetheart deals with state cars that we never
know about? And what does it say about the attitudes of

TFhe issue:
State employ-

-ees using tax-

payers’ cars to
drive to and
from work,

Our view:
This should
not be
allowed, and
the Legislature
should act to
ensire no one
is doing it.

state officials for such behavior to |
exist in the first place?

A review of records by the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel found that
drivers of some 1,100 of the 1,700
state vehicles assigned to employees

i reported no personal fravel between

January 2003 and February 2004,

“It’s hard for me to comprehend that
all those people aren’t claiming any
personal miles,” said state Sen. Robert
Cowles, R-Green Bay. “This thing
begs for sorme major management
restructaring” \

One of the obligations of any job,

elected or otherwise, is to pay your way to and from
work. Once you get to work and need to travel as part of
your job, that's when the company, or in this case the
taxpayers, pay the bill,

This isn’t complicated. Public officials using taxpay-
ers’ cars should be paid mileage based on the distance
from the office only while on official businéss. Driving
to and from your house before or after working hours
should never be on the taxpayers’ dime.

The revelation about Lautenschlager commuting on
our dime erodes trust in government. A first-offense.

~drunken driving arrest shows bad judgment. Claiming < -

mn]eage for dmvmg from your home to work, whether
it’s two miles or 200 miles, is dishonest,

The Legislature should clamp down immediately on

the private use of taxpayers® cars. Failing to do so 'will
further erode trust in government, and rightfully so.

— Don Huebscher, editor
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For More Information Contact;
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Senator Cowles or Todd Stuart
April 19, 2004 at 1-800-334-1465

Cowles Renews Call for Audit of State Fleet
Doyle Purchasing Freeze a First Step

Madison — State Senator Robert Cowles (R-Green Bay) today renewed his call for an audit of state fleet
purchases and organization. On Friday night, Governor Doyle announced a freeze on the purchase of state
vehicles and also ordered afl empioyees who put low mileage on state cars and trucks to justify keeping the
vehicles. However, the governor’s office reportedly responded “coolly” to the audit request. “1 think the
freeze is a good first step,” said Cowles. “But I think the taxpayers deserve a comprchenszve accounting. If
the administration has nothing to hide, they should welcome an independent, outside review.”

In early April, Cowles requested a comprehensive audit of the state fleet by the nonpartisan Legislative Audit
Bureau. The audit could document the effectiveness and efficiency of vehicle procurement in addition to
exploring the accuracy of mileage reporting. The audit should look at the overall number of vehicles and the
mix of large versus small vehicles in the fleet. Cowles also requested an update on the progress and time to
completion for a Department of Administration (DOA) plan to consolidate the state fleet management
programs. “The state could save between $5-8 million on fleet costs,” said Cowles.

: 'The State of Wisconsin owns and maintains a fleet of over 7,000 vehicles for use by employees on. ofﬁcxal -
' state business (the state employs roughly 66,000 workers), ‘The vehicles are divided up into four major ﬂeets

which are operated by the Department of Administration, Department of Transportation, DNR, and the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. The Department of Corrections and the Department of Health and Family
Services also operate smaller fleets. It has been reported that one state agency alone spent $18 million on
vehicles since 1999 — at a rate of $17,000 each day in 2002,

“At a time when we are seeing record gas prices and state budget deficits, the state was buying a ton of fuel-
inefficient, expensive vehicles,” said Cowles. “Was this the best use of our resources?”

Senator Cowles is a member of the Joint Legislative Audit Committee, and has submitted a request for an
audit of the state fleet by the nonpartisan Legislative Audit Bureau.
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