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n Our View

Hold state workers accountable

eé. Cars. Boats. Snowmo-
~# biles. All-terrain vehicles.

Cell phones. - .

“It’s funny how one thing will
tead to another thing will lead to
another thing will lead toanother
thing. It just keeps going,” said
Sen. Rob Cowles, R-Green Bay.

Cowies should know A member
of the Wisconsin Legislature’s
Joint Audit Committee,; he’s been
at the forefront iniryingtore-
store state workers” accountabili-
ty for how they use taxpayers’ -
property - ...
Thefirst hint of something
amiss occurred a couple of years
ago, when former Gov. Scott Me-
Calium used 2 state plane and
$2.800 in public money to fly 40
miles from Madison to Janesville.

The state subsequently coriclud-

Issue
State property
Qur view
Workers must be accountable for
l use of taxpayers’ property.

ed that it had too many planes and
reduced the size of its fleet. :
Attorney General Peg Lauten- -
schlager brought a new system
failure to light earlier this year,

- when she drove her state-owned
. car into a ditch while driving

drunk late at night-on her way
home to Fond du Lae. :

The crash raised questions -
about how workers were using
more than 7,000 state-owned vehi-
cles and prompted Cowles to ask
for an audit.

An internal review found hun-

dreds of underused carsand
trucks, hnge record-keeping prob- -
lems and vehicle use improperly

* reported for income-tax purposes.

The sfate subseguently sold 1,069

“vehicles to reduce its fleet.

A legislative audit is pending.

That led to taxpayer-owned boats
— 736 of them, including a 44-foot
lobster boat and three 30foot out-

¢ 'board Boston Whalers.

Again, there was sloppy record
keeping, evidenced by the Depart-
ment of . Natural Resources’ inabil-
ity to come up with ptirchase

- prices on 153 of the boats.”

The results of internal reviews

. of the DNR boat, snowmobile and
+ ATV fleets are pending.

Now it's cell phones — nearly
10,000 of them - costing taxpay-
ers almost $220,000 a month.

The state haa no system for
tracking whether state workers
are using them for personal calls

Y
%
e

or other non-business purposes. " .
-~ With state auditors poisedtore- -

" view cell-phone tise, the Depart-
ment of Administration an-
nounced that it soon would use a

. computer-tracking system to iden-
tify cell-phone abuse and would

. issue new cell-phone policies for
all staté-employees,

‘With'so many andits in the
worksand so much evidence of
sloppy record keeping, Cowles had
the right idea when he szid that
-onte thing will lead to another
thing will lead to another thing

-will lead to another thing,
After such widespread taxpayer
abuse, there’s no other way to re-
gain the public frust.



00Z/62/6 [UNYS* £ [98008 |~ UOTUFd0/SaL101S/UOTUIA0/SMAU/LIAISIMULIOU/UION OFUIS LA MMM /71Ty

106 pue s1e0 UM Hayy aALp o} sferoijo ognd 1oy aseo Buons e s 810H

-abajiaud 1By Jo uoisuadsns auj i
, §.H&,w.ﬁﬁsm " ) }{nsa1 pinom sebieo pIeo Peso PezUoUINBUN "Jepualo sy} 10j sebejiaud BuiaLp
SUOGEGS il e.njn} [ueduwi pue piooas Alejes Auedwos sy 10eye pinom pauodelun Juam

1Byl JUSpIOOE 18D Y UBYO 0S PUE ‘snolausB os aq LUPINom 1010es ojeAld ey

"0p 0} 1 UBSS sey preoq
solye slels no st jey} Addnd punod ssejyioo} ay) se ‘Aijeuad Jnoym sejni
¥eeiq pinos Aayy usy ) “ueioniiod e 8q pinod Asy) YSIM SBJILISUOISIAL Auew og

J19sy epioul sy} podas 0} Jou pue syuspoul Buiodss uo uoieoyUeP
10} aotjod 0} |feo ' epew Ajuaredde pue £o0Z W JUSPIOOE UB pey sys ‘ybnous
LUSBM JBUL §l SY "Jiasiay ueyl JaLjo Jed sy aaoip sidoad pazuoyineun inoj ‘usy

.w..mwmmmxowcmﬁm,u Bad Auo st jey) ebsiiald e jo uone|oIA & ‘seb pue saysem

Rehlprirta L btk iy 1eo jo saseyound uo yo paubis puegsny 1oH jusaa jeopod e 03 1ed ayy BuiaLp

SNONOO TYNOILYN Jay ssequiewal Apogou Jng Jeuulp Aled oneloowa( AUnon suoey & ioye

NOLLAIBS S g JHL dots Wb yosew ui idieoas seb e pebireyo ays "sioue jo Apewos € Jnoge ey puy
NHILSIMHLHON IHE OL 38/-0SENS

"95k) 18y MoiAe) 0} uoluldo olignd jo 1Noo By Jo) Bwiy

wmmmwﬁczmwgwﬁwﬁo o109 S ‘oW [2U0sIad UO JBD BIRIS B JO BSN JBY LiiM SME| SJE}S 10 SUOIJBIOIA SNOIAGO
iapoD diz 104 Yooy e jjo Jebejyosusine] Bad 19| seY pieog SoiT o1e1s 8} 1Y) MON
@R

1eo Jay asoj
0} uoseal poob salj|o} .5y alelS :jeLoupy

00z ‘62 1oy pejsog
du  MON SQUOSQNS | R { PUSHL € B}

WOH SMEN TYO0T

_ Sf} IN0gY q SUOH AL u..mvm_zm,ﬁﬁmom Lo S180) w mcm%oc.m * SlAlS % B _EmEEmu@«cm“ SLO%IR _ spodg M SMaN m

<< "BUWoY tealp inok 1o} sbulisy awol ease yrIeas m.umwum [I11s 94% sajes abebBliow

7 Jo 1 98eyq T80 191 ”@wmom 03 UOSEAI POOS SAI[[O] S Y AIEIS - UIMSIMYLON YSONYSO




POOZI6T/6 [HYS°L 198008 | ~UOIUId0/SALIONSUOTUTAO/S MAU/ILIAISIMULIOL/IIOD OFUTSTM MM /7Y

‘BUHUE USUDDSTHA :mcc_mﬂ o wEmE&g pue suonsenb nod pusg

_ "Paspul ‘siolle Jo Apawos v -Aljeusd

OU JOBIIXD 0) UOISIDap pieod SOILIe JUBLS SIUL UM JIim AByl mou jng ‘juswysiund
JO pup| JBuL 8AI8sOp LUOP Aoyl (xeu sjeym Bupise aq 0} easy pinoys

siafedxe | ‘siess(o] L,upinom 10j0es ajeAd sy} 1eyl uoiuido Ino Ul Jusluess)
reeds uenof sey Jabejyosuaine Japew Jeyjoue S| pieoq SOIY18 SSBJYI00) 8y

e . 'safajiand preo ypaio
vcwamzmﬁ mw_mo_mom,mmﬂmumm.vto;&_auﬁooccoawmmmm_é,mon vwﬂ:ngg

7 Jo 7 98eg BRI .......Eo@.n@. &3.8 ao_m.m.__w wﬁo_om._m&:& $.0OV 9181 - WIAISIMYHION YSONYSO




PO0T/S/01 dse 080F9T/H0100/0TRIS/S MU0 SUITUOSE M/ ATy

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, "SFUTIOBUL JURISID

preog S0 01 ABA JISY] U0 1S91 IO JIOM O) Wy

Aq aideidecce peweep  Fu1ooa] ‘SID 91RIS HOU) Uf - Jofe[yosuainey seunjued eReds
SIMLLLIGD 10 SIS y s

aiess 40 23 TG [ Sutpniour - syeroryo doj parmsyneyo
_ s1991UnfoA pue ssakodws aeis YO

@ﬁ@hmmrﬁu S BIEIS

WUBO8Y -oonoexd oy EEM%H%

10 - 9580 D) JOU SEM “JNO SWINY 11 Jei Ing JUBEsIBADY HIESM

) AONPE 03 2857

SDILNUGO

‘39U Y1 pUIyeq 195 pmoo pausIsse ST O[OoA B Woym 03 2aK0[dius o) AJuo Jery porepap Ssiunon

Apuewepe sopre doy s,9[A0(] WIf "AOL) ‘Ted 2JEIS JOY USALIP PRY pueqsny 1oy 1By} SUONR[ASI SpeoIssos

pu® UONDIAUOD SUTALIP UUILIP 8 JaZefyosuaine T 59 [RISUSD ASUIONY I91fy - UOSIPRIA] sieuomps

aumeY

FOOZ ¥ 120 pasog uoyBusEM

DHNRZO

WD PUl USS[RUINO 5 19151675 eyseynem

FALSHOHS ADVIS 4 coREAIT

UISUGDSIAL

J1o3e[ pasueyd sem Aorjod ayj (ALIp ued saafojdwe L[uo pres saprIe ajdo(g srnong

[N 1B je)s pajeIssIu S[EYIO

ABOLS STHL
INTHd | IV

¢ e
o

T | ewam | WL | ANTING ST 1Ivn-g

t Jo 1 98eg S QN1 18D JJRIS PAVISSIW STRIONJ() "oulu) §f




Y00T/S/01 dse 0R0F9T/H0I00/0TRIS/S MU/ WO AULUOSE Mmm//:dny

SIUDILOD
"prodar Sutapp Anods ue se yons ‘sansst Ar[1qer; Aur 3,usre 210y ams aq 0] ofeuew 30 BgeyL
YSH ® AQ paren[eAd 9q pue 20uaLdxs Sulaup jo s1zak om) DARY TS 1SNUE A9Y ], "PIBS 99ALLIET] sauda sug

SIBIOY SIOIDIA

189 JO [00d §,ANISISATUN SUJ 0 $S9008 2ARY OYM SIUSPIIS puv

saokoduwio o3eIs 01 2SN 180-03RIS SIOUISAI MOU homﬁom IR O ], Sunizen
"SPA0IDI idioy pasn

SurALIp H13Y) Jo YoouD © 03 s0ISe 01 Woy ﬁm.smwww pue Sa110IS1Y
SUTALIP IOY) 0GR SID3)UNOA PIYSE OUWH) Y} 18 PIsn UL0] Y

‘feaordde sadoxd ynum sieo oALIp - PIp pue - pnod

$3040[dWId 3)p)S-UOU JUBSLI JRY], "UOHBISIUIPY JO Jusuwredoc]
a1} 10§ UptISA{OdS ‘SIALLIRT 100G Pres ‘adusriodxo SurALIp

JO s1BaK OMm] pue yoBeueu ysu s uowedop oy Eo.m reaoxdde

pey JoALIp 3U) Ji - peuSisse A[Jeuosiod seam 1BY) U0 UOAS - T80

B QALIP P[NOD 91818 94} JO SANRIUIsa1dal POZIIOYINE ISYI0 JO JUIPNIS
UISUOOSIAL JO ANisioatun) ‘eakordura aye)s Aue ‘Aartod pro oy opun)

"IN UL POSIARL 21oM SO
as01 I, ooueredto redoxd paaraoar pey Loy JI s180 238)S 9ALIP 01
saadojdure 911s-UOU 10] PIMOf[e St} oY) 18 Korrod syeys “Ajemoy

SRAHIIY

.} 981 01 pasoddns s1 180 oY) 2sn 03 pajeuSisap uosiad ayy Kfuo ayy woiy

1eu st Lorjod ayess oy, ‘[rdy UT [PUNULS [RUINOS OY) PIO] BHOIRIA
AR A1P19100§ UOnRISTUNUPY Jo tusunieda(] hamz mape sy,

‘SSatIsng

e hor ares Jog ATrewrid pasn aze s1eo ojeis ey

PSUOHONE 8q [jiM SB0iaA

oS 061 P02/ m

asn Jes jpuosied
1o} Aed o} saah mEe

2ILIS BUIN P E
1949) ¥66 01 Yorq J88);

reo Bumng efo FOH OIS [ .

SPROPSI IBYLN
j0 1sbejyosusine-] sresp

preECg SO 076 m
iea) ay) Buisumoq

¥ Jo 7 98eg

AUNSUD O] pUR SUOSBIT DIUBINSUL JOf $IVD
31138 DALIP O] POMO[[E 1,UdIoM’ @mmoom 1410
RY) PRy AJULIE S[RIOIJJO UOTjRASIUIUpR
‘MBS YIm ur-uni s JpSepyosumne ]
Pamol]o] 1oy} AUnnIos ay) ut g

“TBD 97838 SIY Ul sBUNIOUI O) UHY AL
1Je18 STY JO SIaQUEUL PEY A[RUOISRIN0
‘[erouad Aouione uaym “offo( UoAF

A 1w eI PRIRISSIU SR WU §f




PO0T/S/01 S 080F9TH0100/21RIS/S AU/ WOO DUIUOS MMM/

34 pinom. Aot 1ed yotym JaSefyosusne ] st pinom o ‘pres oy dn 1oy yoid 03 paarue oy usym

_ I3 RALIP O] S[qR]TRAR SEM Y JI YSE 0]
[[E3 PROA. SI9QUISWE JFe1S 194 JO SUO IO JOSR[YOSUIINg T ‘JIUO B 90UO INOQY "SSUNasul 10 S1UsAd
03 1oy da01p Ajuanbaiy oy ‘pres Zyuyog ‘Terausd Kausone Joj ufedues 1oy yim Suruuiog

TD 3YE)S 1Y Ul [R1aUdT AoWION® A1) 2A0IP oy ssakofduo aeis-uou oy JO 2u0 sEM
"O®7] P pUO. wolj s Jefepyosusine ] jo puoLy swnguo| pue Juemsuod Teontjod ® ‘zjuyog ppoy,

*Korfod plo ay1 sopun 2qiSHs usaq

OATY PIIOM SISALID Joajun[oA Jey) pue ‘pasesydered a1om odar oty ug sjuLWILIOD S, PIIYOYIOY
PIES SOALLIZT "SIed a1e)$ dATIp 03 so9ho[dwe areys-uou yuwsad 1upip Korjod ajess ey s10je81SaAUl
P03 PIHYOYIOY UYO[ [ASUNOD UOBRNSIUILPY Jo Jusuriedo(] pies osye 1rodos s, pIeoq oYy,

SUONSIND ISULINY ISMSUR ,UP[NOM 91 J1q ‘SIOALID JOSIUNOA INOGE Ia8epyosuaine-y
1M PaY[e) 194U Y pIes urede JOYIOA KI0JS SIY) INOQE JUSWLIOD 10] PIYJILal UOYA

N ‘Terouad Aourone a1y J0J
S$YI0M JOSUO] ou “Iastape Jofefyosuaine ] swnguor B ‘JOYWIOA “Jed oyl SwIALIp saakojduwo aes
~Uot Jnoqe Joge|gosuaine T Ylim Sunye; 1aa2 [[B9213,UpIp JJOYUIOA Pres preoq a1y ‘sJurpuiy sit uf

o SOUDIUIAUODUL 341 03 ppe WS Aoy YSnoy) taad ‘saul] SUI0S 9q 0) dARI|
219y L, "pres eposey | ‘odors Araddiys v 531 ‘Buraup siaquuaw Arurej oary 03 11eIS N0k 20UQ),

'SABS MOU BNOJRIA “JUSISJJIP SBM J8D QJBIS B
40 1eaym o putyaq [ddny Suiaey ‘1oBe[yosuoine ] sALp 0 9[qe Udaq oABY AR SIORIUNJOA S[TYM

o “I9Y SALIP O} PaJosiun[oa pry

OYm S[ENPIAIPUI POISOSENS pry pue I Ur 1Y Y)Is 1D on) QALID PINOY SIAYI0 PIes JOYUIoA [ned
IOTRNSTUTWIPE 301IST[ JO jusunredo(] JoULI0) 1Y) pIeoq oy plol 193e[yOSULINET ILD ISY USALIP
Py oym “jddry wenim ‘purqsny soy Surpnpout ‘ojdoad 1oy payynuapr sSuipuIy s,preoq oy

"SI9AUN[OA AQ T8O 91B]S JOU WI UDALIP 2q 0} 1oy JoJ WFu [[e
SEA 11 I90I9UM JO ONSST mou oy pastel 1odal ST Laed a1e1s 9y Jo asn oy ojur Axnbur puooas sy
ur utopguoim Jo 1o8e[yosudine’| paIespd preog SONPI S17IS OY) USYM Yoom ISB] 9SOIR INSST A,

sugipluosgng

SIIALIP J32JUnjoA [T

¥ 3o ¢ o8eg

Q[ 18D QILIS PAIRISSI S[RION() DUITUQ) S




$00Z/5/01 _ dSE 08019T/H0100/0181S/SMU/UIOY JUTUOS T Mar /7y

SUGHEOIIRILIIGD TBUIAGE jo AdeipIsqns e st duj [PURUaS PUINGL

A3ijog A d | SAIPEISHIT TBUINGT Ag paonpold
‘paazasal s3ub Iy SUT 1PUIIUBS pUInoE TBH0Z TUBLATET G

SdIUSNOLLHO Hodyas| B [ Tubias Sioiiiv]

JUI DI MSvE

"MOTSQISFGRT ooy ok 0} PAISAIEp [UNRS [RUINOS 541 100)
[ounuag [PUIOE SYNEM[TN 241 JO SUORIPS “$O0T ¢ 100 91 WOl

. SAQUIONIR UBY) IYILI PUNOIE IOy SALID SISOIUN[OA
Suiaey 10j o 9Z15131I0 03 snodpnj s, areudoidde Apereiduwion s jery ‘Suoim Fungdue
8,010 Sulkes jou ULy, 'pres Joneg  ‘punose sjkoq SUALIp souo AU} AJ[EnsSn aIom SA3WIONY

"POPPE Y “JUSPIOOR UB JO OSED Ul SISALIP [ons
J0J AJIgeI] oY1 JOA0D PInom 03els 213 jey) JoFe[yosusine ] posiApe STRIOLIO JuowoSeurt Ysry

‘pres
Toneg “Ied UMO I UL PRl aram sdr1) oy} “108R[YISUGINE ] SA0IDP SISO USYM DU} AL} JO 1SOIN

PEs 9y “Iodeuett Ysu s jusunredop oy Aq 9ALIP 0] PaIBa[d Axam Koy eonsny
JO yuaunreda(y oy 10j $391A10S [RE3] JO IOTRNSIUNLPE ‘loneg [SLYDI Pies ‘[eiousd Komione ap
SWALIP POPNIOUT SSWTOWIOS YOIYM “YIOM [OAS[-AMO] JO] SIS2JUNjOA PUR SWIgMIL U0 AfIARRY pPaIfal
108e[yosusine ] rapun sonsuy Jo jusuredac] oy ‘JeIS PIOUPSI pUE SIUIRLSaT 18png jo asnesay

"PAPPE 13pUO, “A[O1YSA UMO SIT] PAsh PUB 18D 21RIS SIY U POUIN) dY “10UI0A0 10§
ugdreduwies SIy POLEIS 9Y 20U “IOPUO,] SIUR[OIN urmomsayods s[Ao(q pres ‘Ies sy oanp 20ko[dus
9JE]S B PRY 10 JOSWIY [23ym 9y} purgaq Hwﬁwu Sem QY Teaouas ASUIoNe sem 2[A0(] USYM

22 91E)S oY} Juisn Jo pres ZIwYoS ‘1 pajseSSns oys asneoaq O sea ey ySnoy |,

"pres Nwwﬁﬁm__ﬁmﬁoﬁo\, 8, AJIIR] 197 JO 3UO Y00} IO 1180 S1Y
ui pajoaeny Aoy £fjensn L1eo a1e)s ol oYel pnos Loy Aes 1aSe[yosusine| PIp s0u0 AfuQ) “Jurym

¥ Jo ¢y 98eg

901 18D 91eIS PIRISSIUI S[RIDIFIO) [OUIUQG Sf




Capitol Headlines

Thursday, October 7, 2004

- 13 -

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel October 5, 2004

Officials misstated state car rule

By STACY FORSTER
storster@journatsentinel.com

Madison — After Afiorney
General Peg Lautenschlag-
er's drunken driving convic-
tion and revélations that her
husband had driven her state
- car, Gov. Jim Doyle’s top
ajdes adamantly declared
that only the:employee to
whom az vehicle is assigned
cowld get behind the wheel.

But that, it turns out; was'

not the case = or the prac-
tice.

Other state empioyees and
volunteers chauffeured top
officials - including Lauo-
_tenschlager — in their state
cars, freeing them to work or
rest on their way to distant

Doyle aides said only employees can
drive; the policy was changed later

meetings,

Even Doyle, when attorney
general, occasionally had
members of his staff drive
him to 'meetings in his state'
car.

But in the scrutiny that fol-
lowed’ Lautenschlager’s ran-
in ‘with the law, administra-
tion officials firmly held that
other people weren't allowed
to drive state cars, for insur-
ance reasons and fo ensure
that state cars are used pri-
marily for state business,

“It's a clear rule,” Depart
ment of Administration Sec-
retary Mare Marotta told the
Journal Sentinel in April
“Fhe state policy is that only
the person -designated fo use
the car.ia supposed fo use it.”

Actually, state 13011cy at the
tme gllowed" for non-state
employees to drive state cars
if they had received proper
clearance. Those rules were
reviged in July.

- Under the old ]}oiicy. any

Wisconsin student or other
authorized representative of
the state could drive a car —-
even one that was personally
assigned — if the driver had
approval from the depart-
ment's risk manager and two
years of driving experience,
said Scott Larrivee, spokes-
man for the Department of
Administration. That meant
non-state employees coald —
and did — drive cars wzth
proper approval,

A form used at the time
asked volunteers about their
driving histories and re-
guired them to amree fo a
check of their driving re-

state employee, University of

. '__cords

J i The rewrmen pohcy Tow
resmcts state-car use o state
employees and students who
have access to the universify’'s
pool -of cars, Larrivee said
They must still have two
vears of driving experience
and ‘be evaluated by a risk
mana;ger to he sure there
aren’t any lability issues,
'such as an spotty driving re-
cord.

Volunteer drivers

The issue arose last week
when the state Ethics Board
cleared Lautenschlager of
wrongdoing in its second in-
quiry into her use of the state
car; its.veport raised the new
issue of whether it was all
right for her to be driven in
her state car by volunteers.

The bourd’s findings identi.
fied four people, incinding her
husband, Williazn Rippl, who
had driven her car. Lau-

about this story,

tenschlager told the board
that former  Deparfment of
Justice - administrator  Paul

~Vornholt “said others could

drive the car with her in it
and had suggested individuals
whe-had velunteered to drive
her.

Wh:le voluﬁteers may have
been able to drive Laufensch-
lager, having Rippl bebind the
wheel of 3 state car was differ-
ent, Marotta now says.

“Once you start to have
family members driving, if'sa
slippery slope,” Marotta said.
“There have to be some lines,
even though-they might add to
the inconvenience.”

In its findings, the haard
said Vornholt didn't recall
ever talking with Lautensch-
lager- about non-state employ-
ees driving the car. Vornholt,
a longtime Lautenschiager ad-
viser, no longer works for the
attorney general.

When reached for comment
Vornholt

yolunteer : drivers,:
. wouldn_’t answer further gues-

again said he never talked
with Lautenschlager about
but: -he

tions.

The board's report also said
Department of Administra-
tion .counsel John Rothchild
told investigators that ‘state
policy didu’t permit non-state
emplovees to drive state cars.
Larrivee sald Rothehild’s com-
ments in the report were para-
phrased, and that volunteer
drivers would have been eligi-
ble under the old policy.

Todd Schmitz, a political
consultant and longtime
friend of Lautenschlager’s
from ¥ond du Lac, was one of
the non-state employees who
drove the attorney general in
her state car.

Beginning with her cam-
paign for attorney general,
Schmitz said, he freguently
drove her fo evenis or mweet-
ings. Abouf once a month,
Lazutenschlager or one of her

- CENE, REXt page



—14-

Thursday, October 7, 2004

Capitol Headlines

..cont, from prev. page

Last week the state Ethics
Board ended its second investi-
gation into Attorney General
Peg lLautenschlagers use of a
state-owned car.

Both of the investigations
sternmed from her arrest for
driantken driving last February,
In March, the board found that
she had not reimbursed the
state $672 for perscenal miles
logged on the car. She paid that
sum, along with a $250 penalty.

The more recent inquiry had
to do with two accidents

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel October 5, 2004

staff members would call to
ask I he was available to
drive her.

When he arrived to pick her
up, he said, he would ask Lau-
tenschlager which car they
would be taking. Oniy ance
did Lautenschlager say they
would take the state car;
usually they traveled in his
car or took one of her family’s
vehicles, Schimitz said,

“1 thought that was OX be-
cause she suggested it,”
Schmitz said of using the state
car.

When Dovle was attorney
general, he was either behind
the wheel himself or had a
state employee drive his car,
said Doyle spokeswoman Mel-
anie Fonder. Once he started
his campaign for governer, he
turned in his state ¢ar and
used his own vehicle, Fonder
added.

Because of hudget restraints
and reduced staff, the Depart-
ment of Justice under Lau-

tenschlager relied heavily on
interns and volunteers for
low-level work, which somse-
times included driving the at-
torney general, said Michael

Bauer, administrator of legal |

services for the Department of
Justice. They were cleared o
drive by the department’s risk
manager, he said.

Most of the time when nth-
ers drove Lautenschlager, the
frips were made in her own
car, Bauer said.

Risk management officials
advised Lautenschlager that
the state would cover the lia-

hility for such drivers in case .

of an accident, he added.

“Attorneys were usually the
ones driving Dovle around,”
Bauer said. “T'm not saying
there’s anything wrong; that's
completely appropriate. It's
Iadicrous to criticize Peg for
hayving voluntesrs drive her
around rather than attor-
neys.”

La Crosse Tribune October 5, 2004 .

OUR VIEW

Review policies g¢ govermng
use of state-owned cars

izwo!ving the c¢ar, and her hus-
band signing receipts on her
credit card, against state policy,
and other people driving the
car, also against state policy.

The board did not find addi-
tional penaities to be appropri-
ate. And that’s fine.

But the state’s general poli-
cies regarding the use of state-
owned vehicles by officials
should be subject to more
scrutiny, Among the issues that
could be addressed: .

® Should there be specific
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penalties for allowing others to
use state velticles or to sign off
on state credit card purchases?

% Do we really need as many
officials driving state-owned
cars as we have now? Gov, Jim

Doyle has reduced the number
of state airplanes and motor
vehicles. Do we need to go fur-
ther with this?

Let's have a review of these
issues.
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The timeis right to
debate state car policy

An opportunity may exist for a sironger state policy about
the use of public vehicles by state employees, if Gov. Jim
Doyle’s administration harnesses the chance in the right way.

Statewide, there’s been considerable discussion about the
state Ethics Board investigation into whether Attorney Gener-
al Peg Lautenschlager misused her privileges for keeping a
state-owned car. While the board ruled there wasn't a viola-
tion, the investigation opened up the culture of how freely
state-owned cars may be used. The board report also ques-
tioned if there would be room for her staff aides to drive her.

State policy was revised in July to tighten the rules. The
Ethics Board decision issued last week may seem like a John-
ny-come-lately, but the ensuing public discussion has a hidden
benefit. The time may be ripe to further review those rules
now that the public has bought into the discussion once again.

It’s perfectly understandable that use of cars by relatives
constitutes a breach of conduct, as happened when Lauten-
schlager’s husband, William Rippl, drove her car. There shouid
be some kind of penalty for that conduct, such as a reduced
use of privilege. Otherwise, the Ethics Board has created a cuk
ture where the only penalty wiii be a tooi:hless review.
state vehicles. The state should review the policy again in light
of training others to have permission to drive these cars. [t
seems perfectly reasonable for a public officia) to ask a trained

- staff gide to drive so the official can do business on the road.

This.issue really is about legisiating some common sense.
It’s sad that we can’t have common sense required of all legis-

lators. Rules create a common understanding, and their apph-

cation generally prodﬂces the best outcome.

While the state is focused on driving privileges as a matter
of public discussion, we should revisit them again. The Ethics
Board report raised a question worth answering.
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