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Immediate Release: January 8, 2004
Contact: Bill Graffin, Public Information Manager, (414) 225-2077

Zero Deep Tunnel overflows in 2003

(Milwaukee, WI) - 2003 marked the first time in history that the MiI_wéukee
Metropolitan Sewerage District {MMSI'))"dperated an entire year without h&ving é Deep
Tunnel related overflow caused by heavy rain. Technically called combined sewer
overflows (CSQ’s), the District has not had a CSO in 17 months, with the last one

occurring in August 2002.

ML LFON GALLON '

“We had a dry year, but this is still a remarkable accomplishment when you
consider that, before the Deep Tunnel, MMSD used to average 8 billion to 9 billion
gallons in sewage overflows every year,” said Dennis Grzezinski, MMSD Commission

Chairman. “We used the tunnel 35 times in 2003. That’s 35 overflows prevented. To put
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it another way, without the Deep Tunnel, those 35 storms would have caused billions of

gallons in overflows.”

In 2003, the Deep Tunnel prevented more than 2,100,000,000 gallons of
wastewater and polluted runoff from getting into Milwaukee area rivers and Lake
Michigan by safely storing the flow until there was capacity at the treatment plants to
clean the wastewater,

MMSD’s two treatment plants cleaned a total of 62.3 billion gallons of
wastewater in 2003.

Regrettably, the District did have one dry weather sanitary sewer overflow in

2003, a 90,000-gallon overflow that was the result of a construction contractor’s error.
MMSD has reviewed the accident and taken steps to help prevent this type of mistake

from happening in the future.

HHEHHH
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of habitat programs at the Lake Michigan Federation.

Researchers are working on methods to alert the public more quickly about water contamination. Current methods force health
officials to wait a day before learning the results.

In an attempt to predict when bacteria levels will be high, officials plan to install equipment this surmmer that will monitor wind,
sunlight, rainfall and temperature at Lake Forest Beach and the South Beach at lilinois Beach State Park. A similar system
tested at Chicago's 63rd Street Beach four years ago predicted unacceptable E. coli levels 86 percent of the time.

"We still have a lot of work to do,” said Jack Darin, director of lllinois' Sierra Club chapter. "lIt's sad when we have to think twice
about having a fun day at the beach.” _—

Copyright © 2004, Chicago Tribune

Know someone who would like to receive MMSD news or environmental updates? To subscribe or unsubscribe, send a message to:
bgraffin@mmsd.com

02/17/2004
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Immediate Release
February 4, 2004
Contact: Bill Graffin, Public Information Manager, (414) 225-2077

MMSD Commission enhances efforts to reduce mercury
pollution to Lake Michigan, food chain

(Milwaukee, WI) — Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) Commissioners have

approved a first of its kind program in Wisconsin that, through the help of dentists, will be a significant -

tool in preventing mercury pollution from getting into Lake Michigan.

[ ——

“Mercury is a toxic pollutant, particularly harmful to children and developing fetuses, that is the
cause of a statewide fish consumption advisory for Wisconsin anglers,” said Randy Case, Community
Mercury Reduction Coordinator, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Bureau of
Cooperative Environmental Assistance.

Many sources release mercury to the environment. ~Mercury found in Wisconsin rivers and lakes
is primarily caused by air pollution. Wastewater treatment plants have very stringent limits on the
amount of mercury that can be discharged from the plant. Dental offices are the largest source of
mercury discharges to wastewater treatment plants, which are not designed to remove mercury from
sewage. Used for fillings, dental amalgam is 50 percent mercury. When dental work occurs, vacuum
systems remove waste amalgam from the mouth and deliver it into the sewer system.

MMSD’s new program will require approximately 500 dentist offices in the District’s service
w

area to install amalgam separators, devices that capture amalgam so that it can be recycle§5?§"f§§”6§éﬁ'

of properly.

“This new program will prevent 95 percent or more of the amalgam from dentist offices from

getting into Lake Michigan,” said Dennis Grzezinski, MMSD Commission Chairman. “The program



Psewiﬂg "E"h vire ,

Improving Water Quality
does require dentists to spend money on new equipment, but the benefits of this investment in water
quality and public health outweigh the costs. Mercury is dangerous and we need to keep it out of the
food chain.”

Amalgam separators are commercially available and range in price from several hundred to
several thousand dollars for purchase. They can also be leased. Dentist offices will have until February
2008 to install the devices.

“The Wisconsin Dental Association, representing over 2,800 dentists, has demonstrated a solid
commitment toward a clean and safe environment by working with the state's Department of Natural
Resources and the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District to ensure that Milwaukee dentists are
informed and able to comply with the upcoming requirements to reduce the level of mercury in waste
water," said Wisconsin Dental Association President Dr. Dennis Engel.

Revisions to MMSD’s policy were developed through a partnership between MMSD, the
Wisconsin and Milwaukee area dental associations and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.

“MMSD is the first major metropolitan sewerage district on the U.S. side of the Great Lakes to
take this alternative approach to dental wastewater management and will serve as a model for
wastewater treatment plants both in Wisconsin and in the Great Lakes Basin,” said Case.

#HHAHH#
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Asbjornson, Karen

From: .mmmﬁmmmr Sara

Sent:  Wednesday, March 24, 2004 12:29 PM
To: Asbjornson, Karen

Subject: FW: MMSD eNews

CR email..MMSD

--=--QOriginal Message----- o
From: eCommunications [mailto:Ce@mmsd.com
. Sent: Wednesday, March 24, 2004 10:16 AM
‘Subject: MMSD eNews

EPA recognizes MMSD for water quality improvement efforts in struggling countries

(Milwaukee, WI) - It can be used to monitor the environment and protect water quality and instead of going to a landfill in Southeast
Wisconsin, 1ab equipment, no longer needed by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD), is in the hands of the Baltic nations
of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. The three countries recently joined the European Union (BU), which requires members to establish
environmental programs to meet water quality standards. The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was called upon to help
these countries establish the needed environmental programs. However, funds for the expertise and equipment, needed to comply with the
standards, were'in short supply in these countries. 'Read more at: hitp://www.mmsd.com/home/index.cfm

Know someone who would like to receive MMSD news or environmental mmaﬁ@mw To subscribe or unsubscribe, send a message to:

bgraffin@mmsd.com

03/24/2004
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Student Loan Consolidation - you can lock in rates as low as 2.875%. Student
Luan Consolidation will lower your paymants by as much as 50%. No credit
checks or co-signers and no application fees or charges,  Cik here for FREE Biarmetion

OMN WISCONSIN @ )5S ONLINE : NEWS @ MILWAUKEE :

THIS STORY #

Deep tunnel system was down to 1 pump

News

By STEVE SCHULTZE and MARIE ROHDE
Wiscensin sschulfze @ jonrnalsentinel.com
Milwaukes Real Est
Waukesha Posted: May 18, 2004 Rentals
Oraukes i General
Washington For an 18-hour span in the midst of last weekend's massive dumping (g:g‘éti‘sf
Racine of raw sewage, just one of the three giant pumps critical to the T
Editorials Milwaukee sewerage district's deep tunnel system was working,
Crossroads officials Sald Tuesday
.Cb!unfmis_ts s
obituaries That left 3ust one prmp to stmggia to transfer
Letter to Bditor the contents of the almost full, 405-million- Milwaukee
Weather gallon tunnel to the treatment plants, as on- Quotable
National Wire and-off rain drenched the area.
State Wire &€ Dumping
L _/ With no room in the tunnel, the Milwaukee human '§:ces_ b
- ™, Metropolitan Sewerage District allowed hmue;:g: 25222232 i:
Special Features:  perhaps 1 billion gallons of unireated sewage the water. This
mixed with storm water to overflow into logal  certainly doesn't
waterways and Lake Michigan. That would make me anxious
fmake 1t one of the largest dumpmg incidegts ~ toplanany
since the deep tunneT systein was Hnished a swimming trips
e this year. %%
decade ago.
-L ynn Eroqddus,
Even though the dumping was intended to exacutive director
. . of Friends of
avoid basement backups, dozens of residents  punvaukee's Rivers
in Milwaukee and Glendale had sewage in
Mgﬁ%’m@w Related Coverage
Tiage a oatload of annoyance. In B Vicao: TMJ4 Roport
WTtefIST Bay, vittage oTIcials faced a oo Lok oo
Hobson's choice of dumping or allowing Lakes: Bush creates task
sewage 1o back up into residents’ basements,  1oroe to consolidate sfforts
2
http://www.jsonline.com/news/metro/may04/230449.asp 05/19/2004

1 billion gallons of raw sewage may have been dumped
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and opted to dump another 125,000 gallons of
sa,mtary sewag

——r—

Recent Coverage
"I saw it,” Whitefish Bay Village Engineer
Mary Jo Lange said "I popped the manhole deeS“&;nne, 5% ful
cover and saw a tidal wave coming back into Bl 518/04: More showers

our sewer.” may mean more sewer
averficws

L.ynn Broaddus, executive director of Friends
of Milwaukee's Rivers, was particularly concerned about the
environmental impact of dumping sewage into area waterways.

The sewage feeds algae growth in Lake Michigan, is unsightly and
disrupts the ecosystem, Broaddus said. She fears a direct impact on
human health.

“Dumping hum&h feces means there will be human diseases in the
; water,” she said. "This certaaniy doesn't make me anxious to plan any
“. swimming trips this year."

Archived:
Featuras:. According to officials from the MMSD and United Water Services, the
private firm under contract to operate the sewer system, the complex
and expensive tunnel system worked properly. In fact, it worked
almost as well as it might have even if everything was operating at
100% efficiency, said Kevin Shafer, MMSD's executive director.

A construction project that effectively reduced the treatment capacity
- at the district's two treatment plants made httle diffarence in the
: vciuma of sewage dumped, Shafer said. o -

Construction questioned
Critics, however, questioned the official version of events,

"Why are they doing work during the tj s.usually
a Jot of rain?" asked environmental lawyer Karen Schapiro.

A lot of time and money has been put into the deep tunnel, she said,
; "butit's clear that the system is not working.” Schapiro represents
- =, several groups that have sued MMSD over sewage dumping.

Need Help?

Mayor Tom Barrett, who campaigned for office on a theme of

Searching overhauling MMSD, said he wanted more answers.

Archives

Wireless Access . . L
T want to know why we aren't working at full capacity at this time of

Site Topics
Table of Contents  YE4T," Barrett said. Major sewage dumping is simply unacceptable, he
Contact Staff said.

Subscriptions . i
"Even if the system has met expectations, that's not the end of the

story," he said.

http://www _jsonline.com/news/metro/may04/230449.asp 05/19/2004
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Chifford Van Beek's home in the 2100 block of W. Villard Ave. had
sewage in its basement Friday night for the third time since 1997,
spoiling carpeting, a mattress and box spring and numerous smaller
items.

"Nobody wants to see this sewage going into the lake; I don't either,”
Van Beek said. "However, I'd rather see it in the lake than being
processed through my bedroom.”

MMSID's Shafer said the dumping was a function of a lot of rain
falling in a short period of time - more than the system could handle.

"That's your headline," Shafer suggested. Even if all three mnnel
’76; pumps were operating properly, it would have made only a marginal

dszercnce in the volume of the dump*fﬁg, Shafer said.

He acknowicdged that an ongmng pro;ect to replace two huge stainless

steel sewage holding tanks on Jones Iskandfimited the capacity of the
WM*HW%WMMMMmg%CY
sis, aft

er a consultant warned that one of the 10-year-old units faced

"a potentia C&fanfC)}}ﬁlE Taitore: >
L —*—w\\

The nine-month job was launched as quickly as possible and couldn't
have been scheduled to avoid the rainy season, he said.

The tank under construction replaces a worn one that's 25 feet in
diameter and 24 feet tall. It holds wastewater from the deep tunnel
before it's processed at the Jones Island sewage treatment plant. Actual

"construction began in March: Tt is supposed to be completed in June
and is on schedule, Shafer said.

Then contractors also will replace a 75-foot-high tank 14-feet in
diameter that holds sewage pumped from the tunnel and headed for
either of MMSD's two treatment plants.

Because the shorter tank is temporarily out of commission, one of the
tunnel pumps that normally sucks sewage from the tunnel is shut off.

Second pump shut off

In addition, a second tunnel pump - which could have been used to
transfer sewage flow to the 75-foot-tall tank and eventually to South
Shore treatment plant in Oak Creek - was shut off during the big rains
because sewage already was flowing as fast as that plant could handle,
said Terry Tobel, project manager for United Water Services, the
private firm hired to run the sewer system.

That meant that on Saturday, when muchof the dumping was being
done, just one pump was operating. Each pump has the capacity to pull
40 million gallons a day from the tunnel and send it to the treatment

http://www jsonline.com/news/metro/may04/230449.asp 05/19/2004
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An overflow of 1.6 billion gallons occurred in June 1997 following 8.1
inches of rain spread over 36 hours, and a 1.1 billion-gallon sewage
dumping occurred in July 1999, after 3.9 inches of rain fell over 12
hours.

An official estimate of this month's dumping should be issued this
week, Shafer said.

An estimated 4.25 inches of rain has fallen so far this month,
according to the National Weather Service. That's 2.45 inches above
normal. It rained seven of the past 10 days, with the heaviest rain
coming Friday.

Mike Martin, MMSD's director of technical services, said the official
record didn't tell the whole story.

"It was an intense rain that came over a short period," Martin said,
adding that part of the area registered rains much higher than the
official count.

Sewage was dumped at nine locations Monday night and Tuesday
morning after a rain of a little less than a quarter-inch. Even though it
was dry Saturday, Sunday and part of Monday, the deep tunnel was
nearly two-thirds full when the rain started Monday night.

The district may count that storm along with last week's rain as a
single storm. Under the terms of the MMSD operating permit, the
district can dump sewage up to six times a year if the weather is
extraordinarily severe.

City's drinking water

Meanwhile, Milwaukee officials held a news conference Tuesday to
assure local residents that drinking city water was fine, despite the
sewage dumping.

Paul Biedrzycki, disease control and prevention manager for the city
Health Department, said the dumping of untreated sewage into the lake
is "not a good thing," but he said he's seen no data "that suggests a
risk.”

Carrie Lewis, superintendent of Milwaukee Water Works, said "each
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Phil Montgomery

Serving the Communities of Allouez, Ashwaubenon, De Pere and Gréen Bay

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE May 20, 2004
For further information contact: Rep. Phil Montgomery
Phone: (888) 534-0004

Montgomery Statement on MMSD Dumping

What is happening in Milwaukee is an environmental tragedy.

The multi-billion dollar construction of the Deep Tunnel was supposed to put an end to metro
Milwaukee's perennial wastewater treatment problems. It has failed in every regard.

The recent dumping of 1.5 billion gallons of raw sewage is just the latest episode of MMSD's abuse of
Lake Michigan. Only government could get away with such environmental degradation.

Clearly, our regulatory priorities are out of whack. On one hand, state bureaucrats are regulating
responsible employers to death. On the other hand, MMSD is repeatedly dumping billions of gallons of
raw sewage into Lake Michigan without any repercussions.

This session, the Legislature passed my Green Tier bill, a common-sense piece of legislation that
rewards employers for good environmental stewardship without any repercussions.

iroﬁicaily,-whi}é_-ﬁhe L-eg:is}atixre worked to improve private sector environmental performance, MMSD
was busy polluting our water supply with billions of gallons of untreated sewage.

We cannot tolerate MMSD mismanagement any longer. It's time for the state to step in.

w3}~
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FOR

IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Cathy Stepp
May 20, 2004 (608) 266-1832

Statement from Senator Cathy Stepp on MMSD Sewage Dumping

“Like most residents of southeastern Wisconsin, I am outraged that MMSD dumped an astounding 1.5

billion gailons of raw sewage into our lakes and streams. My anger is also directed at the selective outrage
of some self-styled environmentalists who vocally crmmze minor pollutxon from smaiI businesses but remam'
mute on the *ﬁdal wave of poliutmn belched bya gcvemment agency. . .

Every day the attomey generaﬁi brags m'press releas&s about how she pummeled a small business for some
infraction of Wisconsin's confusing and burdensome regulations. MMSD spewed 1.5 billion gallons of raw
sewage. Will the attorney general go after MMSD with the same zeal?

The legislature passed a new law streamlining Wisconsin’s cumbersome water permitting process. Some
groups couldn’t put out enough Chicken Little-esque press releases to forecast the alleged environmental
disasters that would ensue. Now, we have an actual disaster on our hands. The sky really is falling, but
there is nary a peep from some so-called defenders of the water. I'm worried some people won’t care about
thiS massave dumpmg uniess we ﬁnd the plume of waste drowned a garter sna,ke

: Durmg my time on the D’NR Boa:rd I saw the probiems at. MMSD ﬁrsthand Mﬂwaukee has an allmg and
failing sewer system infrastructure that is a huge burden on MMSD’s system capacity. This will be an
enormously expensive problem to fix. MMSD needs to come clean and acknowledge the elephant in the
room.

As the Committee’s vice-chair, I fully support Chairman Kedzie’s plans to hold a hearing of the Senate
Committee on Environment and Natural Resources to get to the bottom of this mess. The new mayor of
Milwaukee has pledged to overhaul MMSD. 1 am optimistic that by working together we can do what it takes
to protect our valuable waterways. We owe it to our children and grandchildren.”

fhith



State Senator

Neal J. Kedzie

11+ Senate District

May 20, 2004 Contact: Sen. Neal Kedzie
For Immediate Release {608) 266-2635

‘Why Aren’t Green Groups Seeing Red?’

Kedzie Questions Lack of Interest by Major Environmental Groups Over Sewage Dumping

Madison — “Their silence is deafening,” said state Senator Neal Kedzie of many prominent
environmental groups who — over the last four years — have been eerily quiet regarding the
‘numerous sewage overflow events by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District, including
the most recent event, which is being reported as over | billion gallons of partially or untreated
wastewater. Kedzie is concerned that many green groups have been expending a great deal of
time and resources scolding the Bush Administration’s environmental agenda, while “backyard”

issues like MMSD are apparently going unnoticed.

Kedzie, who Chairs the Senate Environment and Natural Resources committee, said that during
thé ‘Yéar of Waiéi" we can - not look past the chronic problem that has plagued the MMSD for.
the last several years. Reports of such discharges came to the attention of Kedzie almost four
years ago to the day when he served in the Assembly as Chair of the Environment Committee,
Since that time, a number of initiatives have been taken including a comprehensive DNR review
of sewage overflow policy, public hearings by the environmental committees of the Legislature,
numerous meetings with DNR and MMSD officials, a legislative tour of the facility, and a 76~
page Legislative Audit Report on the MMSD.

However, all the while, major statewide environmental groups have neither expressed any
significant outrage nor offered any suggestions to the committee as how to possibly resolve this
issue of mutual concern. Lake Michigan is Wisconsin’s largest freshwater source and since
1994, more than 17 billion gallons of partially or untreated sewage has been dumped into it by
the MMSD. The state audit report concluded that the §3 billion dollar Deep Tunnel system has
failed to meet the expectations when first designed and water quality outside the combined sewer
area has not mmproved, or has deteriorated, since 1994,

~Hore-



May 20, 2004: Kedzie Press Release — MMSD
Page 2 of 2
“Unfortunately for the greens, they can’t lay this one at the doorstep of George Bush,” said

Kedzie. “What we need is invoivement by everyore in order to resolve this matter and perhaps

they’H start to focus more on sewage dumping than Bush dumping.”

Kedzie is considering re-opening the investigations into the MMSD and its private contractor,
United Water Services. In addition, Kedzie hopes to hear from many elected officials in the
Milwaukee area as well as officials from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. He

hopes environmental gé:oups'wilzl.engage in this new round of legislative hearings,

i



joe Leibham

STATE SENATOR

May 27, 2004

The Honorable Tom Barrett, Mayor
City of Milwaukee

City Hall, Room 201

200 East Wells Street

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

Dear Mayor Barrett,

In recent weeks tha Mllwaukee Metmpohtan Sewerage District has dumped billions of gallons of sewage into
area waterways, including 1.5 billion gallons in one event last week. Recently, I learned of your decision to
appoint a stidy. committee to conduct an audit of the District. Various press accounts indicate that the study
committee's" audit will: ‘determine the cost-effectiveness of and options related to partial or complete sewer
separation; -assess the effects of sewage .dumping on water quality; and review the District’s contract with

United Water Services.

As a former co-chairman of the Joint Legislative Audit Committee, I wanted to take this opportunity to suggest
that the study committee carefully examine past audits of the District prepared by the nonpartisan Legislative
Audit Bureau. Over the past 15 years, the Bureau has audited the District on three separate occasions, issuing
reports in 1991, 1997, and 2002. The 2002 audit was conducted specifically at my request due to growing
concerns and frustrations with the operation and questionable management of the District. A copy of each
report IS enclosed for your reference and use With the study commtttee

. """'These audit re;aorts anaiy;zed many of the lssues pmpased for reexammatlen by the stuciy commfttee, mciudmg'f' o

causes of sewer overflows and their effects on water quality. By building upon the work of the Legislative Audit
Bureau, it is my hope that the study commitiee may find its task easier. I am also certain that staff from the
Legislative Audit Bureau would be willing to testify before the study committee should they have any questions
about these reports. 1 would encourage the study committee chairperson to contact State Auditor Janice
Mueller at (608) 266-2818 to further discuss the audits’ findings.

All my best as you seek to correct this unacceptable pollution for our Great Lake Michigan. Please contact me if
1 can provide any additional information or legislative assistance.

Thank you for your service to the City of Milwaukee.

It is an honor representing the residents of the 9" District in the State Senate!

Smcereiy,

\l Jelagpm

Le:bha
State Senator
& Senate Disirict

o Janice Mueiler
State Auditor

State Capttol: P.O. Box 7882 - Madison, Wl 83707-7882
(608) 266-2056 + Toll-Free: (B88) 295-8750 - Fax: (608) 267-6796 + E-Mail: Sen.leibham@legis.state.wius
Sty Dhstrict: 3618 River Ridge Drive - Shebovgan, Wi 53083 + Phone: {920) 457-7367
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The Honorable Tom Barrett, Mayor
City of Mitwaukee

City Hall, Room 201

200 East Wells Street

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

Dear Mayor Barrett
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committee’s audit will: determine the cost-effectiveness of and options related: to partial or complete sewer -

separation; assess the effects of sewage dumping on water quality; and review the District’s contract with
United Water Services.

As a former co-chairman of the Joint Legislative Audit Committee, I wanted to take this opportunity to suggest
that the study committee carefully examine past audits of the District prepared by the nonpartisan Legislative
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causes of sewer overflows and their effects on water quality. By building upon the work of the Legislative Audit
Bureau, it is my hope that the study committee may find its task easier. I am also certain that staff from the
Legislative Audit Bureau would be willing to testify before the study committee should they have any questions
about these reports. [ would encourage the study committee chairperson to contact State Auditor Janice
Mueller at (608) 266-2818 to further discuss the audits’ findings.

All my best as you seek to correct this unacceptable pollution for our Great Lake Michigan. Please contact me if
1 can provide any additional information or legislative assistance.

Thank you for your service to the City of Milwaukee,

It is an honor representing the residents of the 9™ District in the State Senate!

Smcereiy,

jaééém

e Lei bha
State Senator
& Senate District

fa'a Janice Mueller
State Auditor

State Capltol P.O. Box 7882 « Madison, W] 53707-7882
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Asbjornson, Karen

From: Hoxiell, Wade

Sent:  Tuesday, June 01, 2004 10:41 AM
To: Asbjomson, Karen

Subject: FW: MMSD storm update

From: eCommunications [mailto:Ce@mmsd.com]
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2004 4:50 PM
Subject: MMSD storm update

Immediate Release
May 28, 2004 .
Contact: Bill Graffin, Public Information Manager, (414) 225-2077

Storm Update
(May 7 through 24, 2004)

(Milwaukee, WI) -- The following is a summary of the information provided to the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources regarding sewer overflows from the Milwaukee Metropolitan
Sewerage District (MMSD) system for the period covering May 10, 2004 through May 24, 2004.

From May 7 through 24, area rain gauges recorded rainfall totals ranging from 10.86 inches in
Mequon to 7.04 at Mitchell International Airport. Using an average of 8.9 inches of rain over MMSD's
420 square mile service area, an estimated 65 billion gallons of water saturated the District. o

‘Some of the storms were very intenise, resulting in flooding on the Milwaukee River. Atone -
point, the Deep Tunnel volume went from 120 million gallons to 258 million gallons in one hour. .

While overflows did not occur every day during this time frame, the volumes listed below were

recorded at various periods within the dates provided.

May 10 through 18 Combined sewer overflow 1.461,000,000
Sanitary sewer overflow _103.000.000
Total gallons:  1,564,000,000

May 19 through 24 Combined sewer overflow  2,680,000,000
Sanitary sewer overflow  372.000.000
Total gallons:  3,052,000,000

MMSD is still treating flows from the storms. From May 7 through 27, more than 14.5 billion
gallons of rain and wastewater entered into MMSD's sewer system from the storms and normal daily
wastewater flows. Nearly 10 billion gallons were captured and treated. However, during that same time
4.6 billion gallons of wastewater and rain spilled into area waterways from MMSD sewers because of
system capacity limitations and in an effort (o avoid basement backups. During extended periods of dry
weather MMSD's two treatment plants process 160 million gallons of wastewater per day. Based on that
figure, MMSD would have captured and treated 3.36 billion gallons of wastewater from May 7 through
27 if 1t had not rained.

"We're in the business of treating wastewater and when we're unable to do that completely, it's a
huge disappointment,” said MMSD Executive Director Kevin Shafer. "We share the same reaction to

06/01/2004
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overflows as everyone else. They are not acceptable. We do not want any overflows and
continue to work hard on numerous projects that will help reduce the problem.”

Short term action: MMSD has already formed two task forces to find solutions to overflow
trouble spots at Range Line Road in River Hills and Lake Drive and Ravine Lane in Bayside. A multi
million dollar relief sewer project is moving forward to correct another trouble spot at 315 Street and
Fairmont in Milwaukee.

Engineers and planners are studying whether plans can be expedited for two new Deep Tunnels
that must be completed before 2010. Tunnel boring is complete and concrete lining work will soon
begin on the Northwest Side Relief Sewer, which will add 88 million gallons of storage capacity to the
northwest side of MMSD's service area. The Northwest Side Relief Sewer is expected to be operational
by the end of 2005.

Long term action: work continues on MMSD's Overflow Reduction Plan, a $900 million
system upgrade that includes the Deep Tunnel projects mentioned above. All projects in the plan must
be completed by 2010.

Planning is underway to determine what it will take to protect and improve water quality in the
region in 2020. The Water Quality Initiative is a watershed planning effort that places a strong emphasis
on cost effective, science based decision making to accommodate growth while protecting our rivers and
Lake Michigan. :

"We're pumping out the Deep Tunnel as fast as we can and we're now in a favorable position to
handle any storms that may hit over the weekend," said Shafer. "We're optimistic. Before this recent
deluge, we had gone 19 months without any rain reiated overflows. I want to get back on that
track.”

-30 -

Know someone who would like to receive MMSD eNews or environmental updates?
To subscribe or unsubscribe, send a message to bgraffin@mmsd.com

06/01/2004




Page | of 4

Maws

Wisconsin

Milwaukee
Wankesha
LDzaukee
Washfngmn
Racine
Editorials

Columnists
Obituaries
Letter to Editor
Weather
Mational Wire
State Wire

e

P

i

http://www jsonline.com/news/metro/may04/232813.asp

‘ON WISCONSIN ! 1S ONLINE : NEWS : MILWAUKEE :

_' Sewage dumped in May 4 6 billion gallons

‘Crossroads.. ...

i

P

Special Features:

T%*%IS STORY o

lighting
Find ene

‘Amount teps any yearly total since tunnel opened

By MARIE ROHDE and STEVE SCHULTZE
mrohde @ journalsentinel.com

Posted: May 28, 2004

The sewerage district dumped an unprecedented 4.6 billion gallons of
raw sewage this month - exceeding any annual dumping tally since the
deep tunnel system opened in iate 1993.

| That mciuded 3 bﬂhon galions dumped

between Friday and Tuesday, as well as 1.6~ MMSD
billion gallons dumped earlier in May. '
Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District
otficials blamed intense back-to-back storms
and almost unrelenting rain for the massive
sewage overflows. Since May 7, district rain
gauges indicated a range of between 6.98
inches on Milwaukee's southeast side and
10.86 inches in Mequon.

Photo/Butch Jorgenson

A sailboat makes its way
along Lake Michigan on
Friday in this aerial photo
from Chopper Four with
power zoom. The
diseckored water extended
"That's more than any sewage treatment past the breakwater; the
. . . contents are unknown.
system in the country could handle,” said
Kevin Shafer, the district's executive
director. The dumping "is something we
have 1o do if we want to minimize and

prevent basement backups,” he said.

Related Coverage

Milwaukes: 3 beaches in
cily closed to swimming

@" Vidao; TMJ4 repont

He said there were no operational errors he
had uncovered that would help explain the

Recent Coverage
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record dumping volumes. Construction
projects at the Jones Island treatment plant
slowed the process of pumping out the deep
tunnel, but MMSD officials have said so
much sewage flow was coming so fast the
projects made little or no difference in the
dumping.

To visualize how much sewage was dumped
by the district, consider these calculations:
The 4.6 billion gallons would fill Miller Park
15 times over, from its base to its retractable
roof. The sewage spill would also fill the
U.S. Bank office tower on the lakefront 41
times.

¢ A'r'cm;ed' g « Both the state Department of Natural
Features: Resources and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency are reviewing reports of
the dumping. Under state and federal law,
the portion of the dumping that came from
sanitary sewers is illegal except in the most
dire weather emergencies.

The vast majority of the sewage dumped in
May - 4.14 billion gallons - was from the
portions of Milwaukee and Shorewood
where combined sewers carry both storm
water and sanitary waste from-homes and
businesses. That can be dumped legally
during some heavy storms as long as it does
not adversely affect the water quality of local
streams or Lake Michigan.

But there also were 475 million gallons of
sanitary sewage dumped by MMSD, as well

forbidden by federal law.

Page 2 of 4
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as 4.6 million gallons dumped from local sewers under the control of
the City of Milwaukee and some suburbs. That dumping is expressly

While the overall dumping of 4.6 billion gallons is huge, MMSD

N _/ officials noted that 9.9 billion gallons of wastewater was treated at the

. ™ two plants. Under normal conditions, the average would have been Contests
Need Help? 3.36 billion gallons.
Searching \ s .
Archives Before the tunnel was built, an average of 7 billion or 8 billion gallons
Wireless Access of sewage was dumped annually by the district.
Site Topics
Table of Contents Beaches closed
Contact Staff
Subscriptions
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Meanwhile, three Milwaukee beaches were closed for the Memorial
Day weekend, the traditional kickoff for summer. Shafer
acknowledged that sewage overflows contributed to the beach closings
but said they are not the only cause.

At a news conference Friday, Shafer was asked whether he felt
responsible for the beach closings.

"We are not the one who produced the water that got into the system,"
he said. "We're not happy the beaches are closed, but you can only do
s0 much.”

Mayor Tom Barrett said he had ordered the beaches closed even
though the pollution numbers have improved since earlier in the week.

"At the first briefing the numbers were not good,” Barrett said. "But |
thought it was prudent to close the beaches."

He said he's been assured that the drinking water - piped in from a
mile and a half from shore - is excellent.

E. coli levels at the Linnwood treatment plant north of Bradford Beach
spiked May 13 to 15 and from May 17 to 19, but they have remained
below counts recorded last summer when the water temperature was
warmer and the bugs could live longer. The highest count: 89 bacteria
coliform per 100 milliliters on May 18, according to the Milwaukee
Water Works.

By comparison, raw water at the treatment plant averaged 63 during
August 2003, and on five days that month, the count was over 200,
records show. Even with the higher counts in 2003, officials said the
plant was able to make the water safe to drink,

Sen. Neal Kedzie (R-Elkhorn), chairman of the Senate Environment
and Natural Resources Committee, said he found the sewage dumping
numbers "staggering” and vowed to have MMSD appear before his
committee to explain matters.

"I disagree with the assertion that these were monsoon rains,” Kedzie
said. "You know a monsoon when you see one, and this was not a
monsoon.”

He thinks the district has to look at separating the combined sewer
system in parts of Milwaukee and Shorewood. In addition, he said
MMSD has to re-examine the way it operates the two plants so all
equipment is operating when the rains come.

Finally, he said there must be improvements in the field: Southeastern

Wisconsin has to more aggressively fight non-point source pollution.
Retention ponds have to be built to capture water, and improvements

http://www.jsonline.com/news/metro/may04/232813.asp 06/01/2004
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along watersheds are needed to soak up rainwater before it flows into
streams.

Runoff pollution a problem

Robert Biebel, chief environmental planner at the Southeast Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commission, said he does not believe the dumping
will have a Jong-term effect on the rivers or Lake Michigan because of
the tremendous volume of rain mixed with the sewage.

Biebel said that non-point source pollution - water that runs into
streams, rivers and lakes from streets and fields and is not treated - is a
bigger problem than dumping because it represents more pollution and
less is being done to fix it.

Last week, Barrett called for an audit of MMSD to get to the root of
the dumping woes. A:committee he appointed will report their findings
by Labor Day, he said.

Late Friday afternoon, the tunnel was still storing 128 million gallons
of sewage. Terry Tobel, the manager of the plant operated by a private
firm, said the tunnel would be emptied by Sunday - if the weather
stays dry. However, rain was in the forecast for late today and Sunday.

"We're not out of the woods yet," Shafer said. "We're still on weather
alert at MMSD."

Lee Bergquist of the Jou_rjflz.al. Sentinel staff contributed to this report. .

From the May 29, 2004, editions of the Milwaukes Journal Sentinel
Get the Journal Sentinel delivered to your home. Subscribe now.
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Deep tunnel seemed to solve it for some; others had
different priorities

News
Wisconsin By STEVE SCHULTZE and MARIE ROHDE
Milwaukes sschultze @ journalsentinel.com
Waukesha
Cravkee Posted: May 29, 2004
Washington
Racine This month's record dumping of raw sewage by the Milwaukee
Editorials Metropolitan Sewerage District has put state environmental advocacy
Crossroads groups on the spot, defending charges that they've been slow to call
Columnists MMSD to account.
Obituaries
Letter to Editor Some groups acknowledge that Milwaukee's
Weather sewage dumping hadn't been a priority issue,  MMSD
National Wire and are now scrambling to display Quotable
State Wire aggressiveness on the issue. But that
. _/ newfound bite comes after years of relative & The traditional
- ™ passivity on the topic. environmental
groups in the state

. . ., were absolutely
The accusations of enviromentalists' lethargy  awoL during this

about dumping have come mainly from whole thing, and
Republican lawmakers, many of whom have  that troubles
tangled with environmental activists oftenon =~ me 2%

other issues, and from conservative talk radio. - former Gov.
. Tony Earl,
Sen. Alberta Darling (R-River Hills), a now a lawyer

8 e ) and lobbyist

frequent critic of MMSD, said it was
shocking how quiet environmental groups ‘6 .

have been about dumping, particularly in in ﬂ?:::g;‘gr?;ﬂnin
contrast with their activism on a host of other public opinion -
issues at the statehouse. that's one tactic,
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"They must have a very narrow agenda,"

Darling said. "Tt would sure help to have the ~ butidon't think it's
environmental groups exert pressure on us going to work. 33
and MMSD to ensure accountability." She - Derek Scheer,
said a legislative hearing on this month's water policy
dumping would likely be scheduled for July. director for Clean
Wisconsin

Others are now asking similar questions.

"The traditional environmental groups in the
state were absolutely AWOL. during this
whole thing, and that troubles me," said
former Democratic Gov. Tony Earl, now a
lawyer and lobbyist.

* "My large _grievanée with a lot of
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dumped in May: 4.5 biliion
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Features: viewing with alarm and saying how terrible prevention work paying off

things are, and not so good at helping people
find solutions," he said.

"In this case, the traditional environmental
groups didn't even view with alarm. They
didn’'t do a damn thing," said Earl, who
acknowledged a history of tangling with the
groups while serving as governor {1983-'87)
and secretary of the state Department of
Natural Resources (1975-'80). .

John Brogan, a Green Bay executive, former
member of the Natural Resources Board, and
Democratic activist, was similarly dismissive,

siowing sewage treatment

§/22/04: Sewage
overflows as MMSE closes
all gates

dumping around state was
negligible

subutbs' help if sewer fix is
needed

sewage second-largest

Byar

Related Link

#1 MMSD: Web site

saying environmental activists had taken a
pass on a hugely important issue.

"The environmentalists are great at occasionally pointing out a
problem,” Brogan said. "They aren't good at working out a solution."
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Need Help? tunnel system following years of controversy and coust battles, the
Searching aura of crisis surrounding sewer pollution faded and the focus on water
Archives

pollution turmed toward so-called "non-point" sources - construction

Wireless Access and farm runoff, some analysts said.
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And Milwaukee's upgraded sewer system had the added environmental
bonus of treating all street runoff along with sanitary wastes - a big
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advantage over separated sewers. But separation - or some modified
version of that - has gained some new adherents as it's become
increasingly obvious that the deep tunnel simply can't handle the
tremendous volume from storm sewers after big rains.

Jeffrey Foran, president of the Midwest Center for Environmental
Science and Public Policy, said his group had often favored
cooperation rather than confrontation, when it came to dealing with
MMSD.

But he hit MMSD for this month's dumping, calling it "appalling" and
saying it was undoubtedly to blame for heavy bacteria contamination
at Milwaukee's beaches. That problem is likely to linger for weeks, he
added.

"I can say, without data but without hesitation, that the problems that
we are now seeing at the beaches are a direct result” of the big sewage
discharges into the lake this month, Foran said.

He also accused MMSD officials of exaggerating results of MMSD-
sponsored research that pointed to sea gulls as a major source of E.
coli poliution at South Shore beach.

“They have funded research that they believe will get them off the
hook,"” Foran said, a charge that MMSD Executive Director Kevin
Shafer flatly denied.

Center had backed off

Foran called for creation of a trust fund for lake pollution research,
with MMSD providing the money but an independent board deciding
what projects are done.

His sharp criticism stands in contrast to the group's past light touch
when it came to MMSD. For example, the Midwest Center - formerly
called Citizens for a Better Environment - declined to join a federal
lawsuit seeking penalties against MMSD for dumping.

Foran defended that move, saying the lawsuit seemed likely to
accomplish little.

The Chicago-based Lake Michigan Federation and the local Friends of
Milwaukee's Rivers sued MMSD in 2002, claiming the dumping
violated the federal Clean Water Act and wasn't sufficiently pursued
by the state DNR. A judge rejected the claim, but the case was
appealed to the 7th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals.

Some traced the center's reticence to the fact that Foran's predecessor
was Susan Mudd, the wife of former Milwaukee Mayor John O.
Norquist, who effectively controlled MMSD through the mayor's
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power to appoint seven of 11 MMSD commissioners. Norquist also
pushed through the controversial privatization of a large part of the
MMSD work force in 1998, which critics have said led to corner-
cutting in the sewer system's operations.

"During Norquist's tenure, Susan Mudd was silent about this," said
Bob Boucher, the former head of Friends of Milwaunkee's Rivers, one
of two groups that sued MMSD.

"When I came on, we did start looking hard at MMSD," Foran said.

Mudd couldn't be reached for comment,

In addition, Thomas Crawford, an MMSD lawyer and friend of
Norquist's, is a longtime member of the board of Foran's group. Foran

said during his tenure, Crawford hasn't tried to squelch any criticism of
MMSD.

Sierra Club defends stance
The Sierra Club also has taken some fumps for lying low on dumping.

Eric Uram, a Midwest Sierra Club regional representative,
acknowledged that MMSD's dumping had perhaps "not gotten the full
attention that it may deserve" from the organization. "But it's not like
we're ignoring it," he said.

Underscoring that the matter now is fully on its radar screen, the Sierra o
‘Club issued a statement saying this month's dumping "represents a -
total breakdown of the systems recently put in place to deal with storm
and sanitary sewage."

Even more provocatively, the Sierra Club compared May's sewage
dumping to major dumping in 1993, which the club claimed
contaminated the city drinking water supply with Cryptosporidium,
"killing 137 people and sickening over 400,000."

However, the precise source of the Cryptosporidium parasite never
was identified, and blame for the cryptosporidiosis outbreak was
placed on shortcomings with the city's old water filtration system. A
new filtration system was subsequently installed.

The Sierra Club also has had to respond to questions raised about
whether its links with Dennis Grzezinski, an environmental lawyer and
chairman of the sewerage commission, have caused it to go soft on
MMSD. Grzezinski has represented the Sierra Club in its lawsuit
objecting to We Energies’ proposal to use Lake Michigan water to cool
a new power plant in Oak Creek.

That criticism "is bunk," said Rosemary Wehnes, an organizer with the
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Milwaukee Sierra Club chapter. "It really burns me up."

Grzezinski is not an officer of the Sierra Club and not a club staffer,
Wehnes and Uram said. Grzezinski did not return calls for comment
on his relationship with the club.

The new mayor, Tom Barrett, has said he'll keep Grzezinski on the
MMSD commission.

Wehnes mentioned, as further evidence of the club’s commitment to
water pollution issues, its lawsuit against Cintas, an industrial laundry,
over grease discharges. Part of a $65,150 settlement of that suit will go
toward water quality testing in Lake Michigan.

Derek Scheer, water policy director for Clean Wisconsin, conceded
that the group has "laid off” MMSD in public. But he said the
organization, formerly called Wisconsin’ s Environmental Decade, had
stepped up its activism on water pollution issues and MMSD over the
past two years.

"Battling MMSD in the papers and public opinion - that's one tactic,
but I don't think it's going to work,” Scheer said. He said his
organization had met several times privately with MMSD officials to
discuss dumping concerns.

"We are working with the polluting organization, meeting with them
and talking about solutions,” he said. "Yet, because we don't come out
m the press on the days Gf the bxg overﬂows we, get critlcmed !

Schear sazd he has come to the conclusmn that separating Milwaukee s
combined sewers needs to be done to fix the problem. Combined
sewers carry both storm water and sanitary waste and greatly add to
the flow to treatment plants after heavy storms.

While some groups admit they've had other priorities, they don't accept
the premise that the environmental community has sat out the MMSD
dumping issue.

Foran said it's untrue his group has sat silently on dumping, but it
hasn't necessarily rushed to hold news conferences to unleash
criticism, he said.

No clear solution
"The environmental community may be somewhat refrained about
screaming," he said, because of the difficulty in proposing a solution to

such a complex problem.

"There are solutions, but they are hugely expensive,” he said. And the
solutions pose additional problems, he said. For example, if
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Milwaukee were to separate its combined sewers, that could mean the
organic and chemical pollutants that wash off streets in rainstorms
would no longer be filtered at the sewage treatment plants.

Mordecai Lee, a University of Wisconsin political scientist and former
member of the sewerage commission, said it's not surprising that only
a few environmental groups have spoken out about dumping.

When sewage dumping issues were raised in the 1970s, environmental
groups were vocal in pointing out the pollution problem but "almost
couldn't care about the solution,” Lee said. The massive deep tunnel
project and related sewer improvements - and the nearly $3 billion cost
- also were presumed by many to have effectively solved sewer
overflow problems, he said.

Journal Sentinel reporting on the issue in recent years has prodded
interest in "re-evaluating whether the system was working properly or
not,” Lee said.
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Asbiomson, Karen

From: Matthews, Pam

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2004 9:53 AM

To: Asbjornson, Karen; Chrisman, James; Shannon, Pam
Subject: FW: MJS - Environmental groups called lax on MMSD
FYL...

~~~~~ Original Message-----

From: Handrick, Diane

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2004 9:05 AM

To: Matthews, Pam; 'SueHome'

Subject: FW: MJS - Environmental groups called lax on MMSD

e This me_s_ggg'e Wés _g@_nt 1o all the representatives -
~Subject: MJS - Environmental groups called lax on MMSD

Dear Local and Wisconsin officials, | am in somewhat disagreement with
today's headline and some of the content in today's Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel article.

- http://www jsonline.com/news/metro/may04/233191.asp

Our organization Friends of Milwaukee's’ Fiwers Lake Michigan Federation,

~ourhard working staffs and with the able and dedicated service of concerned.

--_-ff_'_._"-'rattomeys filed suit with MMSD over two years ago for dumping of raw sewage o

in the water ways. Our local Federal Judge Clavert dismissed the case in

Milwaukee so it was never tried. We appealed the case before the Federal -

. Circuit Court of Appeais in Ch;cago The case was heard over one month ago

" and a decision should be reached in the near future. The legal process can

~ be slow and a costly one. FMR is made up of grassroots type people working
~ full time jobs that dedicate our free time and resources that we can afford

to fight a battle against a giant multi-million dollar organization and the

judicial process. This is truly David versus Goliath in more ways than one.

Please visit our web site for more information -

http://www.mkeriverkeeper.org/.

In the meantime, our organization (FMR) probably has at least weekly and
sometimes daily contact with MMSD especially during these times of dumping.
We have worked cooperatively on a number of projects and try to persuade
MMSD to seek innovative solutions for stormwater loading and flood problems.
Our projects are related to improving the waterways. A lot of this type of
activity does not find its way into the news since these types of details

would dull the senses of many people. And yes we have been working on
solutions all along. It is also difficult to be a part of the solution

process when the Commission Board is made up mostly of elected officials in
control of governance with authority granted by the State of Wisconsin. And

1



. the main crux of the lawsuit is there is no penatty for dumping therefore no

incentive to improve the system - just keep dumping and weather the storm
until maybe a bigger lawsuit from lilinois would change the character of the
game.

We have not had major sewer dumping for 2 years or flooding problems because
of drought conditions. Sewer and flood problems did not happen ovemight.
They have evolved over decades with our ongoing rapid growth and will
continue to be a problem into the future. The recent flooding in Kenosha
was not caused by Kenosha development practices but rapid build out of
impervious surfaces in northeast Waukesha, Menomonee Falls at the head
waters of the Fox River stretching south.

Solutions to sewage overflows and flooding are complex and cross many
jurisdictional boundaries. As much as MMSD deserves to be taken to task,

~ there is plenty of blame to go around across southeast Wisconsin and even at

- our State level since MMSD governance and power is granted by Wisconsin and
. the State has’ gutted Smart Growth planning and funding efforts that call for

B communaty cooperatton to directly come up with regional solutions.

: Stncereiy,

David A. Ciepluch

Board Chair of Friends of Milwaukee's Rivers

Masters Degree in Urban Planning - Environmental Resources
LEED Accredited Professional

. 728 West Abbott Avenue

Milwaukee, Wi 53221
M 4_~483-955‘E
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From the Journal Senfinel
Wisconsin
Mitwaukee Posted: June 3, 2004
Waukesha
ozaukes The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources took steps this week
Washington that could punish those responsible for dumping enormous amounts of
Racine storm water and sewage into Lake Michigan last month: people who
Editoriais pay water bills. Which means pretty much everyone in the Milwaukee
Crossroads Metropoii;ag Sewerage District's area of service, as well as those in
Columnists other municipalities that could be fined for sewer overflows.
{.j.b.ituarie.g. . . O P . .
Letter to Editor That's right: The same people who suffer the environmental
Weather consequences of dumping may get to pay for the privilege in higher
National Wire water and sewer bills. How's that for adding insult to injury?
State Wire
s Wsnot that the DNR has much choice. The way the system is set up,
3“ =, MMSD could be fined for violating its water permit, which the district
Speciai Features: did pretty regularly last month. The penalties could add up to $1
million in this case. Whatever fines are assessed will come out of the

district's budget, which is paid for, of course, through water and sewer
fees and other assorted taxes.

So the upshot of the dumping could be, essentially, a tax increase, as it
can be any time a municipality or public utility is fined. There's some
compensation, no doubt, in the feeling that others will benefit: 90% of
the fine goes to a common school fund that pays for public school
libraries, while 10% will go to the Milwaukee County treasurer. It
would be nice if someone could find a better system, but for now,
we're stuck with this one.

The tax increase would probably make taxpayers angrier than they are
already. And they should be. Dumping of the magnitude that took
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place last month is unacceptable, even in a particularly wet spring.
Taxpayers should be so angry, in fact, that they move beyond the
wringing-of-hands stage that many area politicians and talk show hosts
have adopted to a real interest in how to actually solve the problem.

Should we separate sewers? Build more capacity into the tunnel
system? Limit upstream development? Try to deal with non-point
source pollution from runoff and animal waste? Fire United Water
Services, the private company that operates the tunnel system for
MMSD? Change the governing structure for the district? Hold MMSD
officials more accountable for the district's failings? All of the above?
Keep in mind that every solution will come with a price tag, and some
will be exceedingly steep.

Certainly, the independent audit proposed by Milwaukee Mayor Tom
Barrett should address all those 1ssues. But it wouldn't hurt for area
residents {o start thinking about them now. Because, in the end, they

. are the ones who will have to pay, one way or another.
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Ryan calls for probe of sewage dump
By Dustin Block

RACINE - U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan joined with a fellow Milwaukee-area congressman on Wednesday in calling
for a federal investigation into the causes behind 4.6 billion galions of sewage being dumped into Lake
Michigan last month,

Ryan, R-Janesville, and U.S. Rep. James Sensenbrenner, R-Menomonee Falls, wrote letters to officials of
the Enviranmental Protection Agency and the Great Lakes Interagency Task Force on May 25 calfing for an
investigation into what was then 1.5 billion gallons of sewage mixed with storm water dumped into the lake
by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District. An additional 3.1 billion gallons of the sewage and rain
mix was bypassed into the lake as rain continued throughout the last week in May.

"I think we need some answers," Ryan said Wednesday. "This affects the Racine beaches, tourism in Racine
for the summer and anyone who plans on spending their summers on the lakefront.”

Heavy storms at the end of May overwhelmed MMSD's facilities and forced the utility to bypass its
treatment system and dump the sewage into the lake. The amount of sewage dumped by MMSD last month
alone was more than any annual total since 1993, when the city completed its "deep tunnel” project to
prevent bypasses into the lack.
While the May bypass was massive, it's unclear if it will impact Racine County
this summer. Currents do carry water from north to south along the Lake
 Michigan shore, but even 4.6 billion galfons, of sewage may not be enough
cause noticeable harm to local beaches.

Ryan and Sensenbrenner called on the EPA and the Great Lakes task force to
examine the causes of MMSD's dumping to prevent future cccurences,

Ryan said it was the EPA's responsibility to get involved in the issue, and said
the task force should make the dumping a top agenda item.

One major concern, he added, was that MMSD dumped far more sewage last
manth than it did seven years ago when a much larger storm hit the Milwaukee
area. 1

"Their performance is going down,” said Ryan, whose First Congressional
District includes alt of Racine County.

MMSD said last month that the bypasses were necessary to avoid backups into
people’s homes. Officials added that no utility in the country could handle the
record amounts of rain that fell on southeast Wisconsin in May without
dumping some sewage,

One probiem for MMSD is that its storm water and sewer systems are mixed together, forcing the utifity to handle both rain ar
storms. Most municipalities, including Racine, have divided their storm water and sewer systems to minimize the impact of sto
facilities. Such a project may cost as much as $3 billion and take 20 years - with questionable benefit,

The dumping is not expected to have a long-term effect on area beaches because it was diluted by the storm water, High bac

posted at Milwaukee beaches shortly after the dumping, but any il effects for Racine County were gone as of Wednesday. Bot
beaches reported "good" water conditions.

http://www journaltimes.com/articles/2004/06/03/local/ig_2915843.txt (6/04/2004
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D told to find

solutions to dumping

DNR also orders beach, water cleanup plan

By STEVE scuumz
and MARIE ROHDE
sschuiize@jaamaisenhnel com

The Milwaukee Metropali-
tan  Sewerage District must
find new solutions to curb fu-
ture sewage dumping and de-
velop plans to clean np waters
and beaches from last
month'’s record dumping, a
top Department of Natural
Resources official said Thurs-
day.

In addition, the DNR wants
MMSD to consider speeding
up planned sewer improve-
ments, sald Mary Schlaefer,
executive assistant to DNR

Sﬁcretary Scott Hagsett,

The DNR, as expected, is-
sued a maiatian ‘notice Thurs-
day ‘against MMSD. for dis-
charging half a billion gallons
of untreated sewsgge from sep-
arate sanitary sewers. The no-
tice covers 31 specific damp-
ing incidents, all but two of
which oceurred between May
0 and May 24 when heavy
raing fell in the Milwaukee
area.

Thursday's violation notice

-cluded two earlier dumping

instances from March and
April.
Schlaefer said the DNR was

likely to ask the Justice De-
partment to sue MMSD and
seek monetary penalties for
last month’s. dumping of 46
biltion gallons of raw sewage
from both the separate and
combined sewers.

“Glven the circumstances, |
think it is likely there will be
a referral to the attorney gen-
eraé in this case,” Schlaefer
said, -

Justice Bepartment com-
munications officer Brian

Rieselman declined to com-
ment saying that would he

inapproprzate withaut an ae-
_ __tual referral. - - :

The DNR has scheduled an
enforcement confererice Mon-
day in Milwackee to discuss
the viclations and potential
remedial actmns with MMSD
officials,

MMSD Executive Director
Kevin Shafer and sewerage

- commission Chairman Den-

nis Grrzezinskl were unavail-
able for comment.

District dpokesman Bill
‘Graffin  said MMSD  would
“fully cooperate” with the
DNR and would attend Mon-
day's meeting ready “to an-
swer any and all questions.”

He noted that the district
has 2 number of corrective
projects under way. And the
district also provided
$800,000 toward a study to de-

' termme sources of pollution

n the rivers, estuary and the
lake, ho said. -

The May dumping exceed-
ed any annual volume of un-
treated sewage MMSD dis-
charged since the deep tun-
nel gystem was compieted in
late 1993,

wLortk next page
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From combined sewers

The notice does not accuse
MMSD in connection with
the bulk of its dumped sew-
age - at least not yet. That's
becauss some 4.1 billion of
the 4.6 billion gallons
dumped came from combined
sewers carrying a more dilut-
ed mix of rainwater and sani-
tary waste,

MMSD may legally dump
up to siy times a vear —
without regard to volume of
the dumping — from
combined sewers, as long as
local ~water quality isn't
harmed. . '

The DNR is still evaluating
whether: MMSD's dumping
from combined sewers also
violated ifs permit, according
to a letter sent to MMSD on
Thursday.

Older parts of Milwaukee,
including downtown and half
of Shorewsod, have combined
sewers. MMSBD’s state permit
forbids dumping from sepa-
tate sanitary sewers, which
serve the rest of Milwaukes
and Shorewood and 268 other
communities served by
MMSD L :

Lo The DNR also . cited. Mil

* waukee and five suburbs —

Cudahy, Whitefish Bay, Elm
Grove, Hales Corners -and
West Allis — for dumping
lesser amounts of untreated
gsewage in May from naniei-
pal sewer lines. Brown Deer,
Bayside and Fox Point were
issued violation notices
eartier,

The state alsc is consider-
ing violations against Me-
guon and Thiensville for sew-
age dumping, the DNR re
ported.

Milwankee Mayor Tom
Barrett said that although
fines against MMSD may be
“legally appropriate,” he
wounld prefer to see money go

toward solations and to re-
pair damage,

“I'd rather put the money
inte mitigation rather than
send it {6 Madison because
frankly, if we do that, we're
just going to have to turn
around and ask Madison for
money for mitigation,” Bar-
rett said.

State law allows fines of up
to $10,000 a day for dumping
from each outfall, or sewer
dumping location. That
comes to a possible $580,000
fine for MMSD, based on the
list of violations in Thurs-
day’s notice. An earler, less
precise  accounting of dis-
charges hy MMSD suggested
an even greater number of
dainping incidents and high-
er possible fine,

Ninety percent of any fines
collected in such cases would
go to a state fund {o support
school libraries. The remain-
ing 10% would go to the trea-
surer of the county in which
an enforcement lawsuit is
filed.

Legislators urge pressure

Two key Republican law-
makers Thursday urged the
DNR-and Justice Department
{0 keep pressure on MMSD.

Sen. Neal Kedzie, chair-
man of the Senate Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
Commiittee, said MMSBD de-
served a hefty fine.

“It’'s about time MMSD is
put on notice,” said Kedzis,
of Elkhorn. Even though
property tax payers and raie
payers would likely pay any
fine assessed against MMSD,
it's important that a fine be
levied to show the serious-
ness of the situation, he said.

Sen. Alberta Darling of
River Hills said fines as well
as & DNR sewer-extension
moratorium should be threat-
ened fo get MMSD to address
sewer fixes and dumping
cleaup honestly.

Under state law, the DNR
has authority to stop extend-
ing sewers 10 any new devel
opment as a means of curb-
ing dumping. -

Rosemary Wehnes, an orga-
nizer with the Milwankee
Sierra Club chapter, said
MMSD should take responsi-
bility for cleaning up beaches
and ({ributary streams to
Lake Michigan sullied by
MMSD's sowage dumping.

“If people call in and iden-
tify objects in the river that
could have potentially
washed in from sewage
dumping, MMSD has a re-
sponsibility {0 make sure

those "ifems " are removed,”

Wehnes said.

Lynn Broaddus, executive
director of Friends of Mil-
waukee's Rivers, said she
was mnot opposed to fines
against MMSD but would
prefer the money be used for
a conpnunity environmental
project.

“MMSD should not be
treated any differently than
anyone else who polutes,”
Broaddus said. “We're
thrilled to see that the DNR
is doing its job.”

|
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Hand-wringing won't cut it

The Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources took steps this week that could
punish those responsible for dumping
enormous amounts of storm water and
sewage into Lake Michigan last month:
people who pay water bills. Which means
pretty much everyone in the Milwaukee
Metropoﬁtan Sewerage District’s area of
serviee, as well as thoss in other munici-
palities that cﬁuid be fined for sewer over-

-ﬂaws =

“'That's rxght The same people Whe suffer
the environmental conseguences of dump-
“ing may get to pay for the privilege in
higher water and sewer bills. How's that
for adding insult to injury?

It's not that the DNR has much choice.
The way the system is set up, MMSD could
be fined for violating its water permit,
which the district did pretty regularly last
month, The penatties could add up to $1
million in this case. Whatever fintes are as-
sessed will come out of the district’s bud-
get, which is paid for, of course, through
water and sewer fees and other assortad
{axes.

‘So'the upshot of the {iumpmg cmﬁd he,

essentiaily, a tax increase, ag it can be any :

time a municipality or public utility is
fined. There’s some compensation, no .
doubt, in the feeling that others will bene-
fit: 80% of the fine goes to a common

school fund that pays for public school 1i- 7

braries, while 10% will go to the Milwau-
kee County treasurer. It would be nice if
someane could find a hetter system, but for
naw,'we’re sfuck with this one.

The tax increase would probably make
taxpayers angrier than they are alveady. -
And they should be, Dumping of the mag-
nitude that took place last month is unac-
ceptable, even in a particularly wet spring.
Taxpayers should be so angry, in fact, that
they move beyond the wringing- 0f~hands
stage that many area politicians and talk
show hosts have adopted to a real interest
in how to actually solve the problem.

Should we separate sewers? Build more
capacity into the el system? Limit up-
stream development? Try to deal with non-
point source poliution from runoff and ani-
mal waste? Fire United Water Services, the
private company that operates the tunnel
system for MMSD? Change the governing
structure for the district? Hold MMSD offi-
cials more accountable for the district’s
failings? All of the abovs? Keep in mind
that every solution will come with a price
1ag, and some will be exceedingly steep.

Certainly; the independent audit pro-:

'posed by Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett

should address all those issues. But it
wouldn't hurt for area residents to start
thinking about therm now. Because, in the
end, they are the ones who will have to
pay, one way or another,



Asbiomson, Karen

From: Johnson, Dan (Legislature)
Sent: Monday, June 07, 2004 4:19 PM
To: Handrick, Diane

Cc: Asbjornson, Karen

Subject: MMSD meeting

Hi Diane,

Sue and Neal spoke today about the June 17 meeting and if we can just make this one big pow-wow, rather than
have separate meetings of our own, that would be great. As I understand it, the following people or agencies
will be in attendance:

MMSD
DNR
. Tom Barrett
‘Scott Walker
Village of Shorewood
Jeskewitz
Roessler
Kedzie

So, seems like a full boat, but we’d like to make sure that Secy. Hassett is there (or at least invited) as well as
someone from Doyle’s office, (Pat Henderson, perhaps). And Rep. Johnsrud, if he hasn’t been invited already,
as we may have a joint hearing on this matter in mid-July.

~ Thanks Diane!

CBan Tohmsen
State Senator Neal Kedzie
11th Senate District

(608) 266-2635
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Hoxtell, Wade

Fi'om: eCommunications {Ce @mmsd.com}
Sent:  Tuesday, June 08, 2004 10:04 AM
Subject: MMSD News Release

Immediate Release
June 8, 2004
Contact: Bill Graffin, Public Information Manager, (414) 225-2077

MMSD proposing to freeze nearly 1/3
of non-union salaries

_ (Miwaukee, WI) - Milwaukee Metropahtan Sewerage District (MMSD) Commissioners
are reviewin g a aompensauon study that recommends major changes in the pay plan that covers
apprommately 115 management professional and non-union positions.

The report, which was initiated by MMSD Executive Director Kevin Shafer in the fall of last
year, would freeze the salaries of 32 employees and move most non-union employees into a pay for
performance plan.

“This 1s an effort to control costs and taxes,” said Shafer. “We need to make sure that salaries for
MMSD employees are in line with the market and that future increases are based on performance.

We're eliminating automatic cost of living adjustments for most non-union employees.” said Shafer.

_ Cempieted by Carlson. Dettman Consu}tmg, the study compared MMSD saiartes to those of 15
other Wastewatéffreatment agencies. The study found that the salaries of 32 District empicyees are
above market pay ranges when compared to the other 15 wastewater treatment agencies. The study
recommends that salaries for the 32 employees remain frozen until the market pay ranges catch up to the
individual salaries. At that time, the effected employees would be eligible for a performance-based pay
increase.

MMSD estimates savings related to these wage freezes will be approximately $90,000 in 2005.

Sixteen administrative and support staff employees will continue to teceive annual cost of living
adjustments if they are within the new pay ranges.

The Commission is expected to act on the new pay plan in June. If approved, the new pay plan
would take effect on January 1, 2005.

-30-

Know someone who would like to receive MMSD eNews or environmental updates?
To subscribe or unsubscribe, send a message to bgraffin@mmsd.com

06/08/2004
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Asbjornson, Karen

From: Hoxtell, Wade

Sent:  Tuesday, June 08, 2004 12:15 PM
To: Asbjornson, Karen

Subject: FW: MMSD News Release

From: eCommunications [mailto:Ce@mmsd.com)
Sent: Tuesday, June 08, 2004 10:04 AM
Subject: MMSD News Release

Immediate Release
June 8, 2004
Contact 18111 Grafﬁn Pubhc Infonnatmn Manager (414) 225-2077

MMSD pmpos-_m_g“torfreeze nearly 1/3
of non-union salaries

(Milwaukee, WI) - Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) Commissioners
are reviewing a compensation study that recommends major changes in the pay plan that covers
approximately 115 management, professional and non-union positions.

The report, which was initiated by MMSD Executive Director Kevin Shafer in the fall of last
-~ year, would freeze the salanes of 32 employees and move rnost ncm-umon empiayees intoa pay for |
: performance plan. - - '

"This is an effort to control costs and taxes,” said Shafer. "We need to make sure that salaries for
MMSD employees are in line with the market and that future increases are based on performance.
We're eliminating automatic cost of living adjustments for most non-union employees.” said Shafer.

Completed by Carlson Dettman Consulting, the study compared MMSD salaries to those of 15
other wastewater treatment agencies. The study found that the salaries of 32 District employees are
above market pay ranges when compared to the other 15 wastewater treatment agencies. The study
recommends that salaries for the 32 employees remain frozen until the market pay ranges catch up to the
individual salaries. At that time, the effected employees would be eligible for a performance-based pay
increase.

MMSD estimates savings related to these wage freezes will be approximately $90,000 in 2005.

Sixteen administrative and support staff employees will continue to receive annual cost of living
adjustments if they are within the new pay ranges.

The Commission is expected to act on the new pay plan in June. If approved, the new pay plan
would take effect on January 1, 2005.

-30-

06/08/2004
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Know someone who would like to receive MMSI) eNews or environmental updates?
To subscribe or unsubscribe, send a message to bgraffin@mmsd.com

06/08/2004
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“Home  yuat About Water Quality?

MNows & Views
Might & Day

This & That

Fall Fine Aris Guide After 4 billion gallons of sewer overflow poured into Milwaukee's waterways, talk of sewer separation is
EventS  orficials’ agendas. It should turn into quite a debate, given early discussions with some experts in the field

Band Guide

Best of Milwaukee

The ebb and flow of the separated sewer debate
By Doug Hissom

What's known as the combined sewer area in Milwaukee County includes a 22-square-mile piece of the ci
roughly from Bay View to Shorewood and west to the city imits at Waowatosa. It's an area where rainwa
sewage combine and travel in the sewers, to be treated primarily at the Jones Island treatment plants of the
Metropolitan Sewerage District. The rest of the metro area has separated sewers, where rainwater rans fro
directly into the waterways and the sewage runs to treatment plants for processing,

‘Borisand Doris s o ' . :
Expresso Talk of separating the sewers has become more popular in light of the recent overflows. Mitwaukee Mayo
I The Mglls - has mentioned that he wants to study the'idea, MMSD has a 2020 planning committee that will produce a

i eters estimate on the costs of sewer separation by August.

Media Musings
News  Separate But Not Equal
Taking Liberties
Contact Us The fundamentat question involving such a project should be whether or not it will improve the water qua
bottom line, it appears, is that it will not. Bven with the current sewer-overflow problem, scientists agree €
street run-off as part of the combined sewers is preferable to letting it go untreated into the nearest waterw
80% of the wastewater running through the system during a rainstorm is pretty much run-off water.

It turns out that water running off the streets into the rivers around here can have some really bad stuff in i
conference of sewerage agencies called runoff the "Superfund issue of the next 10 to 20 years.”

' The crux of _tﬁc.ﬁdeéﬁété"-éo:riz_aqu'dc_:__wn. 10 this: If the sewers are separated sewage overflows should be elimin
of the streét run-off will 'go directly into the lake even during mild rains, Although the thought of sewer on
be more revolting, the street run-off is more toxic.

The parts of the city that have combined sewers are generally those without much grass or places to absor]
allowing the poliutant-laden water a quick ride to the rivers if they weren't being cleansed at the treatment

What's in that water? Chlorides from salt used on roads in winter; coliform bacteria from animal waste amx
sewer hook-ups; heavy metals from auto brakes, coolants, paints and metal platings; fertilizers; herbicides
oil and grease; and sediments from constraction projects.

And these high levels of fecal matter, fertilizer and industrial runoff will get 1o the rivers every time it rair
when the sewers overflow as it is now, warn water-quality experts.

"It would be a huge step backward in water quality,” says Sandra Mclellan, a scientist at the UW-Milwan
Lakes Research Institute, when asked about separating the combined sewers.

She also notes that when the sewers overflow, most of what drains into the rivers is bacterial conteni, whi
down rather quickly. In contrast, chemicals from car exhaust, pesticides and oils never really deteriorate a
build up in the water. They can be climinated at the treatment plant, however.

Erik Christensen, an engineering professor al UW-Milwaukee did a study on water quality after the deep ©
online and found that conditions did improve. He says, however, that separation “should be given some se
IU's very expensive, bat someone should look inte it."

Christensen says some runoff concerns could be dealt with through holding ponds and other diversionary |

http://www .shepherd-express.com/shepherd/25/24/news_and_views/news.html 06/10/2004



Asbjornson, Karen

From: Sen.Kedzie
-Sent; Waednesday, June 08, 2004 12:31 PM
To: Hassett, P. Scott; Henderson, Patrick - Office of Govemor Jim Dovle; Jordahl, Harald - Office
of Governor Jim Doyle; 'CountyExec @ milwenty.com’
Ce: Heinen, Paul H; Schlaefer, Mary W. (DNR})
- -Subject: MMSD Surmmit: June 17, 2004
June 9, 2004

To: Scott Walker, Milwaukee County Executive
Scott Hassett, Secretary - Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
State Representative DuWayne Johnsrud - Assembly Natural Resources Chair
Pat Henderson - Office of Governor Jim Doyle
Jordy Jordahi - Office of Governor Jim Doyle

- Recently, R_epresentafiize Sue Jeskewitz and Senator Carol Roessler initiated a private meeting to discuss the
‘Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District with the Department of Natural Resources and other interested
parties. That meeting is scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Thursday June 17, 2004 at the DNR in Milwaukee.

In order 10 avoid duplicity, I am requesting your attendance (or a member of your staff} at this meeting as 1 also

considered organizing such a meeting prior to any public hearings, which may be held sometime in July. Please
- reply to this e-mail as soon as possible if you are able to attend or not. We hope our discussion will be

productive and useful as we collectively work towards some type of resolution to this important matter.

Thank you very much.

Chatir, Senate Environment and Natural Resources Committee
State Senator
11th Senate District

MMSD Summit: June 17, 2004 9:00 - 11:00

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources - Milwaukee
2300 N. Martin Luther King Drive (374 Street)

Room 141

Parking available on 27 Street
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Posted June 14, 2004

Edit’erial: Here are some quick takes on

in the news

' E_P.A' drops the ball on Milwaukee sewage

It should have been a no-brainer for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency to figure out that Milwaukee’s flagrant abuse of Lake Michigar
unacceptable.

The city and its suburbs, after all, had dumped billions and biilions of gallons of |
into the lake over the past 10 years, preferring to unioad it on lakeshore neighix
back up in their basements,

- The EPA was curiously quiet, however, until almost 6 billion gallons of Brew City .
wound up in the lake:in May. Reacting to'the criticism that followed, the federal

Midwest administrator finally acknowledged that Milwaukee’s sewerage system™
not to be the comprehensive solution to the problem.”

Floating tampons, condoms and smelly brown sludge after previous dumpings aj
weren't much of a clue,

State tax increases lower than most

~ As we have known for a long time, Wisconsin is one of the highest taxing states

country. But a recent report by the National Association of State Budget Officers
our increase in personal taxes during this fiscal year is much lower than most.

According to the statistics published in The Wall Street Journal, only 15 states h:
increases in fees and taxes, on everything from income to real estate and capita
fiscal year that ends in two weeks.

Wisconsin has had a total increase of $1.8 million in fees and taxes this fiscal ye
states showed either no increase or a decrease, 35 other states had higher hike
for example, had a total increase of $2.8 billion, while Ohio had an increase of $

It's something to cheer, anyway.

Campaign-finance reform ignored again

06/14/2004




