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Good mornihg Mr. Chairman and Cammiri_:tee members. My name is Ronald E, Adams, P.E.. I am
the Director of the Bureau of Railroads and Harbors with the Department of Transportation.

I am here to testify in support of Senate Bill 354

It is a pleasure and a privilege to testify in support of this bill that, I believe, will increase
transportation safety in Wisconsin. I am especially pleased to offer the support of the
Department of Transportation to that of the Office of the commissioner of Railroads and the
railroad company's serving Wisconsin for this bill.

There are 4,841 public highway/rallway grade crossings in Wisconsin. Six hundred eighty-four are
grade separated. One thousand eight hundred forty-five have automated warning devices
installed. This includes those with flashing lights and those with both flashing lights and gates.
The remaining 2,312 public at-grade crossings have passive warning devices. These include
those with the familiar cross-buck sign and those with the cross-buck and a stop sign.

In'2002, there were 83 crashes at highway/railway grade crossings, These crashes killed 7
people and injured 31 people. Of thése 83 crashes, 35 occurred at highway/railway grade
crossings with active warning devices. Forty-eight of the 2001 crashes occurred at at-grade
crossings with passive warning devices. Twenty of the crashes occurred at those at-grade
crossings that had cross-bucks and stop signs. The remaining twenty-eight crashes occurred at
those crossings with only the cross-buck signs.

Similar results occurred in the first 11 months of 2003 (the latest period that the Federal Railroad
Administration has published data for) when there were 68 crashes at highway/railway at-grade
crossings in Wisconsin. There were 3 fatalities and 30 injuries reported for the first eleven .
months. All three of the fatalities occurred at at-grade crossings with passive warhing devices.
Two of the fatalities occurred at at-grade crossings with cross-bucks and stop signs. The third

‘one occurred at an at-grade crossing with only cross-bucks,

We believe, as do the Commissioner of Railroads and the railroads ‘serving Wisconsin, that
piacing YIELD signs at those at-grade crossings with only cross-bucks that do not currently have
Stop signs will improve safety at those crossings. We believe that like those crossings that
currently have cross-bucks and stop signs, the combination of cross-bucks and YIELD signs will
make the signs and therefore the presence of a crossing more visible to motorists. We also
believe that since drivers are familiar with YIELD signs there will better awareness of appropriate
action to be taken by drivers, - ' S : :

We believe that the addition of YIELD signs and the accompanying changes in the Motor Vehicle
Code are one small step that can be taken to improve transportation safety in Wisconsin.

The Department of Transportation is prepared to move forward quickly to provide the funds to
the railroads so that the installation of the YIELD signs can proceed quickly after passage and
enactment of this legislation.

Thark you for this opportunity to let you know of the Department to Transportation's support for
this bill. :




Military Affales Committes
Joint Comenittee for Review of
Adminisgtrative fles
TO: Senate Transportation & Information Infrastructure Committee Members
FROM: Senator Robert Cowles
DATE: February 18, 2004
RE: Senate Bill 354, relating to traffic regulations and traffic control devices at

railroad crossings.

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today in support of Senate Bill 354
which is aimed at improving traffic safety and clarifying the commissioner’s authority at
railroad crossings.

Under Senate Bill 354 operators of a vehicle would be prohibited from driving the vehicle
on or across a railroad crossing that is posted with a yield sign if any train occupies the
crossing or approaches so closely to the crossing as to constitute a hazard of collision.

Additionally, the bill also requires railroad companies to install and maintain a yield sign
below the cross buck sign at any crossing at which the railroad is required to maintain a
cross buck sign and that is not controlled by a gate, automatic signal, or stop sign.

The Department of Transportation would provide to the railroad companies one-yield
sign for each location at which a yield sign is required to be installed. Funding for the
signs and installation would come from the Hazard Elimination Fund, which gets it’s

funding from the assessment on railroads.

This legislation was drafted with input from the Commissioner of Railroads, the
Department of Transportation, and individuals representing the railroad industry.

I"d appreciate your support of Senate Bill 354,

MEMBER:

Envirommental Hesources Comunittes
Heaith, Utilities, Veterans and

Madison, Wi B3707-7882 Fax: 608-267-0504

Fax:

: Districe:
Roomt 123 South, State Capitol Tolk-Free Hotline: 1-800-334-1465 300 W. 5t Joseph Street
TDD Hotline: 1-800-228-21158 Green Bay, Wi 34301-2328

G20-448-5092
9204485093



