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SUBCHAPTERI pushedor towed and, in case there is no person actually doing the

driving, the person who is doing the pushing or towing.

(cm) Notwithstanding s340.01 (42) “owner” means, with
respectto a vehicle that is registered, or is required to be regis
344.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and tered,by a lessee of the vehicle under 841, the lessee of the
phrasegdefined in ss340.01and343.01are used in the samevehicle.

Senslen th|5 Chapter Unless a fd!fent deflnltlon IS SpeCIflcally (d) “Proof Offinanciai responsibility” or “proof Of financial
provided. responsibilityfor the future” means proof of ability to respond in

(2) In this chapter the following words and phrases have tlamagedor liability on account of accidents occurrisgbse
designatedneanings: quentto the eflective date of such proof, arising out of the mainte

(a) “Judgment” means a judgment for damages rendered bganceor use of a motor vehicle in the amount of $25,000 because
courtof competent jurisdiction of any stateof the United States of bodily injury to or death of one person in any one accident and,
upona cause of action arising out of the ownership, maintenarshjectto such limit for one person, in the amount of $50,000
or use of any motor vehicle, including damages for care and fercausesf bodily injury to or death of 2 or more persons in any
lossof services because of bodily injury to or death of gengon oneaccident and in the amount of $10,000 because of injury to or
anddamages because of injury to or destructibproperty and destructionof property of others in any one accident.

the consequent loss of use thereof, which judgment has becomge) “Registration” means, in the case of a person whose vehicle
final by expiration without appeal dhe time within which an s registered under cB41, the registration so issued; in the case
appealmight have been taken or by finafiahation on appeal. of a person whose vehicle is not so registered, it means the privi
“Judgment’also includes a judgment rendered by a court of coflggeto register a vehicle iisconsin and the reciprocal privilege
petentjurisdiction upon a cause of action on an agreement f%nteda nonresident to operate indtdbnsin a vehicle not regis
settlementfor damages of the type specified in this paragrap?éredin Wisconsin.

which judgment has become final within the meaning of this-para (f) “State” means any state, territory or possession of the

graph.“ . . United States, the District of Columbia, or any province of the
(b) “Motor vehicle” means a self-propelled vehicle and alsggminion of Canada.

includes trailers and semitrailers designed for use with suc O J i ] o .
vehicles except that “motor vehicle” does not include farm{racp (9) "Vehicle” means every device in, upon, or by which any
tors, well drillers, road machinery or snowmobiles ersonor property is or maje transported or drawn upon a high

' ; ) way, except vehicles used exclusively upon stationary wils

h(C)' Cl)peratcl)r fmeans a p%r_slon VIVh.O 'f‘ '3 actuajcmstruciiveh tracksand except electric personal assistive mobility devices.
physicalcontrol of amotor vehicle. It includes a person who has jgiqry: 1971 ¢. 2771973 c. 991977 c. 2931981 c. 2841985 a. 187Sup. Ct.

parkeda motor vehicle. It includes the driver of a vehicle beingrder,146 Ws. 2d xiii (1988);:1997 a. 272001 a. 90

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.02
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.03
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.04
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.05
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.07
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.08
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.09
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.12
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.13
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.14
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.15
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.17
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.18
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.185
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.19
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.20
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.21
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.22
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.24
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.25
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.30
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.32
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.33
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.34
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.35
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.36
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.37
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.38
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.39
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.40
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.41
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.42
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.45
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.46
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.48
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.51
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.52
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.55
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.57
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/344.57
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/344.579
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.572
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.577
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.578
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.579
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/340.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/343.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/340.01(42)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/ch.%20341
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/ch.%20341
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/277
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/90
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/293
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/284
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/187
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/90

344.02 FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY Updated 03—-04Wis. Stats. Database 2

344.02 Hearing on suspension or impoundment. courtshallgrant an order restraining the secretary in the matter
(1) Wheneverthe department under344.13givesnotice of the until the petition is finally determined by the court. If such petition
amountof security required to be deposited and that an afderandorder are served upon the secretaithin 10 days after the
suspension or impoundment will be made if such security is rd#teof the secretarg’notice or in any event before the secretary
depositedit shall aford the person so notified an opportunity fohassuspended the registration or impounded the vehicle, the sec
a hearing on the proposed action, if written request for a hearimgaryshall await the final determination of the coufhe secre
is received bythe department prior to the date specified in th@ry shall be given notice of the hearing. Upon a showing that it
notice, or prior to the postponedfettive dateof suspension if would result in undue hardship upon the petitiottehave any
postponemerias been granted undeB44.14 (1) Upon receipt suchregistration suspended or the vehicle impounded¢dinet
of timely request for hearinghe department shall fix the time andshallissue an order restraining the secretary from suspetiuing
placeof the hearing and give notice thereof to such perseady registrationor impounding the vehicle.
ularmail. The scope of the hearing is limited to the matter set forth(3) This section does not authorize a court to stay suspension
ins.344.14 (2) (k)and, SUbjECt to /44.14 (2m) to whether or or revocation of an operafsrﬁcense.
notthe person is the owner of the motor vehiolbe impounded.  History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 ¢. 2731981 ¢. 3631991 a. 2691997
Any person who fails without reasonable cause to appear at af&
time and place specified in the notice sHalffeit the right to a
hearing. 344.05 Courts to report nonpayment of certain judg -

(2) No law enforcement diter or other witness called tige Ments. (1) If a judgment of $500 or more for damages arising
person who has requested a hearing to testify on his or her befigjff & motor vehicle accident is not satisfied within 30 days after
may bepaid a witness fee by the department. No law enforcemdfithaving become final by expiration without appeal of the time

officer called as a witness for thepartmentnay be paid any wit W/thin which an appeal might have been taken or by firiairai-
nessfee. tion on appeal, the clerk of the court in which the judgment was

. . renderedpr the judge if the court has no clerk, shall immediately
(3) Upon completion of the hearing, the department sh e -
makefindings of fact, conclusions of la@nd a decision, and shalla1j§r\l\'ard to the secretary a certified copy of the judgment upon

eitherproceed to order suspension of the pessopératingrivi- requesbf the judgment creditor or the attorneyrecord for the
lege, or registrations, or both, and may also orderitiqgound judgment creditor

mentof the persois motor vehicle, in accordance wit844.14 (2) If the defendant named in any certified copy of a judgment
or upon good cause appearitigrefor shall terminate the pro reported to the secretary is a nonresident, the secretary shall trans
ceedings. mit a certified copy of the judgment to thdicl in chage of the

(4) Thetime during which enforcement of an order of suspebﬁﬁ?&n&?gg?gg ('jsgrslt ?sng rrgsgiggr?tuon certificatesthé state of

sion or impoundment isstayed pending completion of court™ .~ -

reviewthereof shall not bimcluded as part of the one-year perio@;égsgt)?%g% 2_73346 - 2%5.1654 (7) () 1981 c. 20Sup. Ct. Orderl46 Ws. 2d xii

fixed by s.344.18 (1) (dfor suspension or theeriod fixed under

s.344.185 (2) (apr (b) for impoundment. 344.07 Responsibility law not to prevent other pro -
History: 1971 ¢.253 1977 c. 2%s.1462 1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 4181979 ¢.  cess. Nothing in this chapter shaik construed as preventing the

258 1981 c. 34%.80 (2) 1981 c. 363391; 1991 a. 2691993 a.16; 1997 a. 2784. RO : . h
Thehearing procedures under this section satisfy due process. A pensumal plaintiff in any action at law from relying for relief upon the other

propertyinterest is balanced by the statietterest in the procedures, which carry litteProcessegrovided by law
risk of an erroneous deprivation of propertfopf v. State, 158 Ws. 2d 208461

N-W.2d813(Ct. App. 1990). 344.08 Suspension for failure to report accident.

| (1) Thesecretary may suspend the operafirigilege or registra
tion of any personvho fails to report an accident as required by
prior to 30 days after the entry of an order of suspension, revogg+6:700r to give correctly the information requested by the sec
tion or impoundment, seek judicial review under 287 ' retaryin connection with such report unless, in the judgment of the
(2) If any person ,a rieved by a decision of thel departm secretarythere was excusable cause for such failure or utiless
under this c%g ter failgg seek 'u){jicial review under CEZ? Wcidentid not result in injury or damage to the person or prop
s chap . J o erty of anyone other than the person so required to report.
within the time allowed in sulfl), the circuit court mayuponthe 2 . il ded ked under thi
persons petition and notice to the department, and upon the termd2) Any operat:jngdprlw egtle( sé‘Sp%” edor rﬁvo ea un fertf I'IS
andwithin a time as the court deems reasonable, but not later tfgFtON.0r suspended or revoked under any other section fer fal
one year after the act complained qfiotthe case of aimpound ure to report an accident, shall be re!nstated in accordance with s.
ment, after the vehicle has been ordered sold un@ensigs (2) 344-09at the end of one year following theeeftive date othe

allow a review with the samefet as though done within the timeSUSPensiorr revocation order ifjuring such one-year period, no
prescribedn sub(1). This subsection does rathorize the court noticeof action has been filed with the department in the manner

to stay suspension or revocation of an opetatiizense. specifiedin s.344.18 (1) (d)
History: 1977 c. 2%s.1463 1654 (7) (c)1977 c. 187418 1981c. 3475.80 (2) History: 1977 c. 265.1654 (7) (a) (c); 1979 c. 2581991 a. 2691997 a. 84
1981c. 363 39L 1093 a. 16

344.03 Judicial review. (1) Any person aggrieved by a final
decisionof the department under this chapter patyany time

344.09 Reinstatement of operating privilege and reg -

344.04 Power of court to stay suspension of registra - istration. (1) Whenever the secretaiysatisfied that the reason
tion or impoundment of vehicles. (1) Notwithstandingany for suspending or revoking an operating privilegeer this chap
otherprovisionof this chapterthe secretary shall not suspend theer has been removed, including satisfaction of any of the require
registrationof a vehicle when ordered notdo so by the court mentsof s.344.18 the secretarghall order reinstatement of the
wherein the judgment for damagesas had qrin a case not operatingprivilege. The department shall give notidehe rein
involving a judgment, when ordered not to do so by a court undgatemento the person whose operating privilege was suspended
petition of the registrant in accordance with s(@). or revoked in the manner it deemyspropriate. The order reinstat

(2) Uponreceiving information, other than of a judgment folng @ suspended operating privilege has the sdieet ab an auto
damagesn a court of this state, that would be cause for suspensfBatic reinstatement under 343.39
of registration or impoundment of the vehicle, the secretary shall(2) Wheneveran operating privilege suspended or revoked
notify the registrant of the intention to suspend swgfistration underthis chapter is reinstated, any registration that was sus
or impound the vehicle. The registrant may thereupon petitipendedor revoked along with the operating privilegeamstated
any court of record irthe registrang county for an order enjoining and the department shall return any surrendered and unexpired
the secretans contemplated action, whereupon jimge of such registrationplate in its possession.
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(3) Nothingin thissection exempts a person from the applicammediatelysuspend the pers@perating privilege if the per
ble reinstatement fees unde3g.1.36or 343.210r from comply  sonwas theoperator of a motor vehicle involved in the accident
ing with applicable provisions of 843.38 andall the persors registrations if the person was thener of a

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 2731985 a. 291991 a. 2691997  motor vehicle involved in the accident unless the pefsamishes

a.84 proof satisfactory to the secretary that fherson comes within
oneof the exceptions set forth in sB). If the owner andpera
SUBCHAPTERII tor are separate persons, only one of them need deposit security
or the 2 persons may cooperate in depositegurity Upon
SECURITY FOR RST ACCIDENTS requestof the owner or operator in question, the secretary may

postponehe efective date of a suspension under this section not

344.12 Applicability of provisions relating to  deposit  t0 exceed 20 days. S _

of security for past accidents.  Subject to the exceptions eon  (1g) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle
tained in s344.14 the provisions of this chapter requiring deposi®wned by a person whose registration has been suspended or
of security and requiring suspension for failure to deposit securigvokedunder sub(1).

applyto the operator and owner @ery motor vehicle whichis ~ (1m) In addition to the suspensions under gal.the secre

in any manner involved in an accident in this state which htsy may order the impoundment of any motor vehicle which is:

resultedin bodily injury to or death of any person or damage to (a) Registered in the name of the owner of the motor vehicle
propertyof any other person of $1,000 or more. involved in the accident.

History: 1981 . 201991 a. 2691995 a. 13; 1997 a. 84 : : ,
Wisconsins safety responsibility lawFitzGerald. WBB Feb. 1984. InVE)tI)\)/eFé?r?Itsfsgrg?:(;Pdtehr‘i name of thperator of the motor vehicle
344.13 Secretary to determine amount of  security (2) Subsection$l) and(1m)do not apply:
required following accident and to give notice thereof. (a) To the owner of a motor vehicle involved in an accident if
(1) The secretary after receipt af report of an accident of thethe owner had ireffect at the time of the accident a policy or bond
type specified in s344.12shall determine, with respect to suchwith respect to such motor vehiclehich policy or bond complies
accidentthe amount of security which is §iofent in the secre with the requirements of 844.15
tary’s judgment to satisfy any judgment for damages resulting () To the operator who is not the owner of the vehicle involved
from such accident which may be recoveaginst either opera i, the accident if either the owner hadeifect a policy or bond
tor or owner of the vehicles involved in such accident. SUChdetprlyingto the operatos operation of the motor vehicle at the
minationshall be based upon the total property damadersdf (ime of the accident or there was iffieet atthe time of the accident
by other persons whose property was involved in the accident, g licy or bond with respect to the oper&aperation of motor

including the vehicle a person was operating when such operaij@iiciesnot owned by the operatarhich policy or bond meets
waswith the ownets permission, and on the extent of personghe requirements of 844.15

injuries, including deaths, involving other parties to the accident.
The determination as to the amount of security required sball

be made with respect to operatorsomners who are exempt from
therequirements of security and suspension undé4414 (2) requirementsf s.344.15

(2) The secretary shall determine the amountseturity e .
requiredto be deposited by each persortioa basis of the acci rt(g)ar-:—g gg¥sgﬁr§%2gliﬁlgy;n\?eﬁfcf‘esfglrf S'Sgﬁfé#_r}ﬂfﬁi}m
dentreports or other information submitted. In addition to th

accidentreports required by lavthe secretary may request from, (€) T the operator or owner of a vehicle involved in an-acci
any of the persons, including passengers and pedestri ltwhereln no injury was caused to the person of anyone other
involvedin such accident such further information, sworn staté'ansuch operator or owner amherein damage to property of
mentsor other evidence relating to property damage, perso/f&lY ON€ person other than such operator or owner did not equal or
injury or death in motor vehicle accidents as deemed necessa ed$1,000. )
aid in determining the amount bedeposited as security under s. () To the operator or owner of a vehicle legally parketthet
344.14 Failure of a person to comply with such request is grouri#i@e of the accident, provided that the operators of the other
for suspending such perserdperating privilege but no suspen vehiclesinvolved admit that suchehicle was legally parked or
sion shall be made on sughounds until one follow-up requestotherproof establishing such fact to the secretasgtisfaction is
hasbeen made and at le@§ days have elapsed since the mailinfied.
of the first request. (g) To the owner of a vehicle if, at the time of the accident, the
(3) Thesecretary within 90 days after receipt of a report of ¢hicle was being operated without the owsepermission,
accidentof the type specified in 844.12and upon determining expressorimplied, or was parked by a person who had beenr oper
the amount of security to be required of any person involved #ing such vehicle without such permission.
such accident or to be required of the owner of any vehicle (h) To any persomvho would otherwise have to deposit secu
involved in such accident, shall give at least 10 days’ writtenity if, prior to the date the secretary would otherwise suspend the
noticeto every such person of the amount of security requiredpgerson’soperating privilege and registrations under gab.or
be deposited by the person. The notice also shall state that an codger the impoundment of the motor vehicle under gdim),
of suspension will be made as provided i8481.14 unless within thereis filed with the secretary evidence satisfactory to the secre
suchtime security is deposited as requitegthe notice. The tary that the person has been released from liability or has been
orderof suspension may be made a pathefnotice, with a provi finally adjudicated not to be liable or has execateldly acknowl
sionthat it will take efect on the date specified in this subsectioadgedwritten agreement providing fohe payment of an agreed
unlesssecurity is deposited prior to that date. amountin installments with respect to all claims for injuries or
8H4ilst0ry: 1971 c. 2531977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731991 a. 2691997  damageresulting from the accident. The secretary may aaept
a.oa o - releasdrom liability executed by a parent aatural guardian on
105'\‘,‘;29;gazyggrggg'ﬂ'wgggzg?-cﬁ?};;p‘?'fl‘zfg‘;;?‘” mandatotyWamer vDOT.  pyehalfof a minor child with respect to property damage of per
sonalinjuries sustained by the minqrovided that the total dam
344.14 Suspension for failure to deposit security; ages,ncluding the cost of medical care, do not exceed $5,000 and
impoundment of vehicle; exceptions. (1) If a person who that,in case of personal injuryhe doctos certificate of injury
wasgiven notice undes.344.13 (3)fails to deposit security in the filed with the department certifies that the minor received ne per
amountand by the time specified in the notice, the secretary shalanentinjury.

(c) To the operator or owner whose liabilfr damages restilt
ing from the accident is, in the judgmenttbé secretarycovered
by any other form of liability insurance policy or bond meeting the
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(i) To the owner of a vehicle insured as required B4.53 thedefendants named therein. The service fee shall be $4 for each
194.410r 194.420r to the operator of suckehicle if operating defendanso served.

with the ownets permission at the time of the accident. (4) After receipt of the report of an accident of the type speci
() To the owner of a vehicle involved in an accident if at thiéed in s.344.12 the secretary may forward to the insuramed
time of the accident such vehicle was owned by or leased to therein,that portion of theeport or other notice which pertains to
United States, this state or any county or municipality of this statn automobile liability policy or bond. Theecretary shall assume
or to the operator afuch vehicle if operating such vehicle withthatan automobile liability policy or bond as described in this sec
permission. tion was in efect and applied to both the owraerd operator with
(k) To the operator or the owner of a vehicle involved in arespectto the accident unleghe insurer notifies the secretary
accident when it appears to tbatisfaction of the secretary thatotherwisewithin 30 days from the mailing to ttiesurer of that
theredoes not exist a reasonable possibility pfdgment in the portionof the report or other notice pertaining to the automobile
amountclaimed or ina lesser amount being rendered against sulifbility policy or bond. Upon receipt of notice from the insurer
operatoras a result of the accident. thatan automobile liability policy or bond was irfesdt as to the

(2m) A motor vehicle may not be impounded under guln)  owneronly, theoperator only or was not infe€t as to either of
if the vehicle is registered, or is requitecbe registered, in the them, the secretary shall within the remainder of &e-day
nameof the lessee of the vehicle. periodspecified in s344.13 (3)require the owner or operator or

(4) (a) Before the impoundment of a motor vehicle urids. both, whichever is applicable, to deposit security pursuatitiso
(1m), the department shall conduct a reasonable search for §R8PIEr- AS respects permission to operate the vehiclénthaer
ownerof the motor vehicle and any holder of a security interegfidy correct the report or other notice only if it files with the secre

mortgageor other interest and notify the person so identifiettief tary within the 30—day period specified in this subsection én af
action. davit signed by the owner stating that the operator did not have the

owner’spermission to operate the vehicle. Where the insurer
sfailure to notify the secretary within 30 dagba correction in that
cientproof to the secretary that one of the exceptions in(&yb. portion of the report or other notice pertainitigan automobile .
applies liability policy or bond is caused by fraud, the insurer shall notify
History: 1971 c. 781971 c. 164.83 1971 c. 2531975 c. 55199, 297: 1977  the secretary of the correction within 30 days of the time the fraud
¢.295.1654 (7) (2)(c); 1977 c. 2731981 c. 20363 1983 a. 2171989 a. 1051991 IS discovered.

a.269316 1995 a. 13,1997 a. 2784, (5) Nothingin this chapter shall be construed to impose any
obligationnot otherwise assumed by the insurer in its automobile
; : . : liability policy or bond except that if no correction is made in the
policy or bond is d&ctive under s344.14unless issued bgn . o o X
insurerauthorized to do an automobile liability or surety bUSine%rggfrgftrhgtikr]gurnc;gf(?:ew'lftihr:ncgsoe %?¥§a3(§te\:vtl1teIr?e\r;ne&ru!seudcrtlc}rglj%
in this state, except ggovided in sub(2), or unless the policy or o & P - ! YRR
bond is subject, if the accident has resulted in bodily injary MY 0CCUris estopped from using as a defense to its liability the
deathto a limit, exclusive of interest and costs, of not less thifured'sfailure to givepermission to the operator or a violation

y . ; the purposes of use specified in the automobile liability policy

$25,000because of bodilinjury to or death of one person in an - S
one accident and, subject to that limit for one person, to a limit@fPend or the use of the vehicle beyond agreed geograrieal

notless than $50,000 because of bodily injury to or death of 2'by ory: 1075 ¢. 551977 ¢. 26,1654 (7) (Y1977 ¢. 60293 418 1979 C. 102
morepersons in any one accident and, if the accident has resultgtf."36, 1065 2 20 (N @1977 c. <

In Injury to or deStrU_Ct_mn of propettio a limit of not less than  The failure to make a correction within the 30—day period under sub. (5) only
$10,000because of injuryo or destruction of property of othersestopsan insurer from asserting one of the defenses listed in that subsectior. Hoim
in any one accident. grenv. Strebig,54 Wis. 2d 590196 N.W2d 655(1972).

. . . . The 30-day notice requirement in subs. (4) andyB)andatory Substantial com
(_2) A pO“CY or bond with respect to a vehicle which was ngfiiancewas inapplicable. Midwest Mutual Insurance CdNicolazzi, 138 Ws. 2d
registeredn this state or was registered elsewhere at thedfme192 405 N.W2d 732(Ct. App. 1987).
the effective date of the policy or bond or thmst recent renewal Wherfmhe insured is alSO_tf@erf(ithfrsubS- ﬁ)lang () dtg ;{1508 S\FIJergéeYtgsﬁtgp an
- B insurerfrom raising a “permission” defense. NelsoZeime! S.
thereofmay be dective under s344.14even though not issued \\y 54530 (ct. App. 1989).
by an insurer authorized to do an automobile liability or suretycoyerage of automobile liability insurance is not mandatoryiscvsin, and

businessin this state ifthe following conditions are complied liability policy issued in Oregon with limits of $10,000 per person is not in conflict
with: with this statute. Schanche Estate of AlvareZ368 F Supp. 543

(a) The policy or bond either meets the liability limits specifie . . .
in sub.(1) or meets the liability limits of the equivalent law of theij"m'16 Requirements as to self-insurers. (1) Any per

statein which issuedand such limits are, in the judgment of theOnn whose name more than 25 motahicles are registered

s . may qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining a certificate of self-
secretaryadequate to covemy damage or injury involved in the. . ; X
accidentin question. insurancassued by the secretary as provided in §2p.

(b) The insurer which issued the policy or bond executes a(?) Thesecretary mayupon the application of such a person,
powerof attorney authorizing the secretary to accept service on'isuea certificate of self-insurance when satisfied that such per

behalfof notice or process in any actiapon the policy or bond SONiS possessed and will continue to be possessed of ability to pay
arisingout of the accident. judgmentsobtained against such person.

(3) Whereservice of process is made on the secretary under(3) Upon not lesshan5 days’ notice and a hearing pursuant
apower of attorney filed in accordance with s(&, thesecretary 1© Such notice, the secretary may upon reasonable grounds cancel
shall forthwith mail by registered mail a copy of the proces%cemf'Cate of self-insurance. Failure to pay any judgmathiin
papersto the insurer at the address givarthe filed power of 30 days after such judgment has become final constitutes areason
attorney. In all cases of such service, there shall be sepvedbleground for cancellation of a certificate of self-insurance.
authenticatedtopies for the secretary and such additional numbef:r':;?j%:nst?g (r:ﬁc?t%r.iifiﬁv(;)egilrgezlznfériﬁns of s. 632.32 are inapplicable
of authenticated copies as there are defendansersed in the sqit—insurecentities under s. 344.16. Classified Insurance C8udget Rent
action. One of the secretag/topies shalbe retained for the sec A-Carinc.186 Ws. 2d 476521 N.W2d 478(Ct. App. 1994).

retary’srecord of service and tlother copy shall be returned with No statute requiresa self-insured entity under s. 344.16 to provide uninsured
P . AT otoristcoverage as part of tlptional insurance it &drs to its customers. Prophet
propercertificate of service attached for filing in court as proof demerprise Rent-A-Car Comparigc. 2000 WI App 171238 Ws. 2d 150617

service of the copies by having mailed them by registered maiNtov.2d 225

(b) Any person notifiedinder par(a) before the vehicle is
impoundedshall be given not less than 10 days to furnisfi-su

344.15 Requirements as to policy or bond. (1) No
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344.17 Requirements as to form and amount of secu- (3) If a person defaults in the payment of any installment
rity. (1) The security required under34.14shall be in such under a duly acknowledged written agreement, the secretary
form and in such amount as teecretarymay require but in no uponnotice of such default givein no event later than 30 days
casein excess of the limits specified in3&l4.15 (1)with reference afterthe time for final installment, shathmediately suspend the
to the acceptable limits of a policy bond. The person depositingregistrationsand operating privilege of the defaulting person. A
securityshall specify in writing the person persons on whose suspensioror revocation of registration under this subsection
behalfthe deposit is made and, at any time whileh deposit is shallremain in efiect until the person pays the fee required under
in the custody of theecretarythe person depositing it map  s.341.36 (1m)meets the requirement under. gayor (b) and sat
writing, amend the specification of the persons on whose behaffesthe requirements of su@m). A suspension or revocation
the deposit is made to include an additional person or persofgan operatingrivilege under this subsection shall remain in
subjectto the limitation that a single deposit of security shall beffectuntil the person pays the fee required i843.21 (1) (j)
applicableonly on behalf opersons required to furnish securitycomplieswith the applicable provisions of 843.38and meets
because of the same accident. any of the following requirements:

(2) Thesecretary may redudke amount of security ordered  (a) Such person deposits the security required un@drs14
in any case if, in the secretasyjudgment, from evidence sub  (b) One year has elapsed since tliectif’e date of the suspen
mitted, the amount ordered is excessive or has become excessiwva or revocation order and, duriryich period, no notice has
by filed release on part difie liability or by adjudication reducing beenfiled with the secretary by any claimant that an actias
the extent of the liability In case the security originally ordereccommenceddy a party in interest. The notice required by this
hadbeen deposited at the time the reduced amount is orderedptivagraptshall comply with sub(1) (d).
excessover the reduced amount shall be returned to the depositofam) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since the date that a
or the personal representative forthwith, notwithstanding ®quirementunder sub(3) (a) or (b) has been met, the person
3i4-20 16736, 189520, Sup. CL. Ordes . 20 585776 (197592975 whose operating privilege or registration was suspended

istory: ¢. 189s.20, Sup. Ct. Orde S. ¢ revokedunder sub(3) shall file with the department and maintain
218 270 421, 422, 1977 ¢. 2%.1654 (7) () 1977 c. 43273 in effect proof of financial responsibility in the amount, form and

344.18 Duration of suspension for failure to deposit mannerspemfled n Fh's Chapter . )
security. (1) Any registration suspended or revoked under s, () This subsection applies as a condition precettemeir
344.14 shall remain suspended or revoked and shall not giatemenbf an operating privilege or registration suspended or
renewedbr reinstated until the person pays the fee required unég¥okedunder sub(3).

s.341.36 (1m) meets one of the requirements under fajso (3r) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle
(d) and satisfies the requirements of s(im). Any operating ownedby a person whose registration has been suspended or
privilege suspended aevoked under 844.14shall remain sus revokedunder sub(3).

pendedor revoked and shall not be reinstated until the person payq4) Thesecretary shall not suspend, as required by(8)kf

the fee required under 843.21 (1)j), complies with the appliea the defaulting person has magayments to the extent specified
ble provisions of s343.38and meets any of the following require in s.344.15 (1)with reference to the acceptable limits of a policy
ments: or bond.

(2) The person whose operating priviege o regisization wad 10, b S OLte? We 24857e8 (9791eTs - SE1on 1977 09
suspendedbr revoked deposits the security required under §3.1991'a. 269315 1997 a. 84
344.14

(b) There is filed with the secretary evidence satisfactory to t44.185 Duration of impoundment of motor vehicle;
secretarythat the person whose operating privilege or registratigisposition. (1) Any motor vehicle impounded under3gi4.14
wassuspended or revoked has been releasedliabitity or has (1m) may not be returned to the owner unless:
beenfinally adjudicated not to be liable. The secretary may accept(a) An owner or holder of a security interest, mortgage or other
arelease executed by a parent on behadf wiinor child only if interestwho is first notified after the vehicle is impounded-fur
therelease satisfies thiequirements specified in344.14 (2) (h) nishessatisfactory proof to the secretary that one of the exceptions

(c) There is filed with the secretary evidence satisfactayeto in s.344.14 (2)appliesand pays the expenses incurred by the
secretanthat the person whose operating privilege or registratigi¢partmenin impounding the vehicle; or
was suspended or revoked has executeduly acknowledged  (b) Theownerdeposits the security required undeB44.13
written agreement in accordance witt844.14 (2) (hjand subject (3) and pays the expenses incurbgdhe department in impound
to sub.(3). ing the vehicle.

(d) One year has elapsed since tffiectif’e date of the suspen  (2) (a) Any impounded vehicle which is not returned to the
sion or revocation order and, durirsgich period, no notice hasowner within 30 days after impoundment shall éeld by the
beenfiled with the secretary by any claimant that an actias department.
commencedy aparty in interest. If the action was commenced (b) If the owner is making a good faith attempt to redeem the
in a court of record, the notice required this paragraph shall vehicle under sul{1), the department may grant an extension of
includea certified copy of the summons and complaint or countelp to 30 additional days before selling the vehicle.
claim or cross—complaint and proof service filed therein. In all (c) The department, upon requesgy permit the person who,
casef service under £45.09 an additional notice argervice  5ccordingto the departmergtrecords, holds a security interest in
mustbe made under this chapter to avail oneself optbeisions  the vehicle to accept and maintain custody of the vehicle after
of this chapter impoundmenbr to sell the vehicle in a commerciatlyasonable

(Im) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since the date thahannerat a public or private sale. The proceeds of thewsaler
requiremenunder sub(l) (a) (b), (c) or(d) has been met, the per this paragraph shall be transmitted to the department for distribu
sonwhose operating privilege or registration was suspendedtiain under par(e).
revokedunder s344.14shall file with the department and main (4 f the vehicle is sold, any person who is the holder of a secu
tainin effect proof of financial responsibility in the amount, fornyity interest which is perfected undeBg2.19shall be notified of
andmanner specified in this chapter the sale and any persamo holds a security interest, mortgage or

(b) This subsection applies as a condition preceiemein  otherinterest in the vehicle aiho acquired the security interest,
statemenbf an operating privilege or registration suspended tire mortgage or other interéstgood faith may file a claim within
revokedunder s344.14 30 days after the sale with the department.
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(e) 1. The money from the sale of a vehicle shall be fistd tration had the accident occurred in this stébe, secretary shall
for payment of all proper expenses of impounding, preparing fauspend the operating privilege of such resident if he or she was
the sale andselling the vehicle, including expenses for seizuréghe operator and all of his or her registrationkefor she was the
maintenancef custody ancdvertising. Any remaining money ownerof a motor vehicle involved in such accident. Tepart
may be paid to a claimant under p@) in the priority provided mentmay accept a certification which istime form of a combined
unders.342.19 noticeof required security and suspension artet shall not sus

2. All other proceedsf the sale remaining after the paymentgend a residers’operating privilege or registration on the basis of
undersubd.1. shall be retainebly the secretary of transportationsuchorder until at least 30 days have elapsed since the time for
andapplied as security for payment of judgmentsasgignments depositingsecurity in the other state expired. A suspension or
asprovided under s344.20 (2) Any amounts notised to pay rev_ocatlonof operating pr|V|Iege_ under this section shall continue
judgmentsor assignments shall be transmitted to the secretaryusttil such residenturnishes evidence of his or her compliance
administratiorfor deposit in the school fund. with the law of th_e other state relating to the dep(_)sit of security

(3) Notwithstanding subchI of ch. 409and ch425: paysthe fee required under343.21 (1)j) and complies with the

: : Lo : . .+ .applicableprovisions of s343.38 A suspension or revocation of
ord(gze(/ja\sézlzjeggg;ﬂgihs 2es§i%l#]”rt%;;§£§|te'&2 ;/heehlrg:tl\;\r/igcgf 'tﬁeé;istrationgnder this section shall continue until such resident
securedndebtedness, is not required to give notitdefault and ufnishesevidence of his or her compliance with the law of the
right to cure, may accept custody of the vehicle and may condgg?degrsgifilresl%tl(nlgn:;:%esi%ggzg ?rf]g ergu[ﬂli?grighnetsfeo?‘es(qggwe)d
the sale of the vehicle ggovided under sul§2) (c) without sened ' : q . B
ing notification of the sale tthedebtor and may receive proceeds (39) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle
from the sale as provided under s(). (e) owned by a person whose registration has been suspended or

(b) The owner of a vehicle whichadered sold under this sec revokedunder sub(3). ) )
tion is deemed in default under the instrument securing the (3M) (&) Unless 3 years have elapsed since compliance of the
indebtednessut has no right to cure the default or redeem tfigsidentwith the law of the other state relatingtbe deposit of
vehicleonce thesale has been ordered, may not receive any pecurity, the resident whose operating privilege or registration
ceedsirom the sale and remains liable to a secured party for aff¢Ssuspended or revoked undeb.(3) shall file with the depart
deficiencywhich remains unsatisfied after the distribution unddpentand maintain in éct proof of financial responsibility in the
sub.(2) (e) amount,form and manner specified in this chapter

(4) Whena vehicle is sold by or at the direction of the depart (P) This subsection applies as a condition precedent to rein
mentunder this sectiorthe sale transfers to the purchaser foytatement of an operating privilege or registration suspended or
valueall of the owne's rights therein, and disclyas all security reévokedunder sub(3). _ .
interestsin the vehicle.The purchaser takes free of all such rights History: 1977 ¢. 2%s.1464 1654 (7) (2)(); 1991 a. 269616 1997 a. 84
andinterests even though the sale is not conducted in a com 4.20 Custody,
cially reasonable manner or the department fails to give thenot( ' .
cationsrequired under 844.14 (4) (a) with this chapter

(a) Inthe case of the public salethie purchaser has no knewl ;
edgeof such defects in the sale and does not buy in collusion wgp.(z) The secretary shall apply the security only to the payment

the department, other bidders or the person conducting the Sﬂgﬂngments and assignments and only as provided in this subsec
or )

disposition and return of security
) Securityshallbe deposited with the secretary in compliance

(a) The security may be appli¢d the payment of judgments
for damages arising out of the accident in question rendered
againsteither operator or owner for tltmmages resulting from
344.19 Applicability to nonresidents, unlicensed driv- suchaccidentin an action at lavhny party to such action favor
ers, unregistered motor vehicles and accidents in ~ other ~ of whom a judgment was rendered may move to have the court
states. (1) If the operator or the owner of a motor vehicl@rderthe secretary to transmit to the court for application to the
involvedin an accident within this state has no license or registiz2ymentof the judgment the money or securities available for
tion, whether because the operatormmer is a nonresident or Such purpose, and the court may so ordene secretary shall
becausethe operator or owner is r@sident who has failed or transmitto the clerk of the court the money or securitiethin
neglectedo obtain a license or registration in this state, the epegnount authorized by pgc) or in the amount specified in the
tor or owner shall not be allowediaense or registration until the courtorder if less than the amount so authorized. Securities trans
operatoror ownerhas complied with the requirements of thignitted shall be valued at the same amount as wdesived by the
chapterto the same extent as wollld necessary if, at the time ofdepartmentAny excess shall be returned by the court to the-secre
theaccident, the operator or owner had held a license and regidiy to be heldby the secretary subject to the provisions of this
tion in this state. chapter.

(2) If the operating privilege or registration of a nonresident (b) Subject to the restrictions imposed by. ) the security
is suspended under344.14 the secretary shall transmit a certimay be applied to the payment of a duly acknowledged assign
fied copy of the record of such action to the administratéhef ment by the person who mattee deposit, provided the assign
division of motor vehicles or equivalentfirial of the statdn Mentis accompanied by releases signed by all parties in interest
which that persomesides if the law of the state in which thatpe@nd releasing the assignor from all liability to such partes
son resides provides for similaction by the administrator or accountof damages arising out of the accident in question.
equivalentofficial of that state in the event that a resident of this (c) No amount in excesd the portion designated by the secre
statehas a nonresidestbperating privilege or registration in thattary as having been deposited on account of damagesesiiby
statesuspended or revoked for failure to comply with shéety theassignee or judgment creditor or person representing efther
responsibilitylaw of that state. them shall be paid out on behalf of such person unless the -deposi

(3) Uponreceipt of such certificatioftom another state to the tor has been released from Iie_lbility by all oth_er parties in interest.
effectthat the operating privilege or registration of a resident 7 the latter event, the deposit may be applied to the payment of
this state hadeen suspended or revoked in such other state unéfgjudgmentor assignment in question without regard to the des
a law providing for its suspensioor revocation for failure to Ignations.
depositsecurity for paymemf judgments arising out of a motor  (3) (a) The deposit of security or any balance thereof shall be
vehicle accident, under circumstances whigbuld require the returnedto the depositor or the persomepresentative under the
secretanto suspend a nonresidentperating privilege or regis conditionsprovided in par(b) or (c).

(b) In any other case, if the purchaser acts in good faith.
History: 1981 c. 3632001 a. 102003 a. 33
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(b) The deposit or any balance thereof shall be returned wHed#.41or 194.42 the secretary shall not suspend sopbrating
evidencesatisfactory to the secretary has been filed that otieeof privilege or registration.
contingencies specified in344.18 (1) (b)(c) or(d) or(3) (b)has  (2) If the judgment creditor consents in writing in such form
occurred. asthe secretary may prescribe that the judgment debtor be allowed
(c) If the provisions of $344.18 (1) (b)(c) or(d) or(3) (b)are to retain orreinstate the operating privilege and registrations, the
not applicablethe deposit or any balance thereof shall be returnedmemaybe allowed by the secretary for 6 months from the date
when one year has elapsed from the date the deposit was madefsdchconsent and thereafter until such consent is revoked in
during that period no notice has been filed with the secretary fyiting, notwithstanding default in the paymariitsuch judgment
any claimant that an action was commenbgd party in interest. or of any installments thereof as prescribed.B%#4.27 provided
If the actionwas commenced in a court of record, the notia@ejudgment debtor furnishes proof of financial responsibility for
requiredby this paragrapishall include a certified copy of the the future and maintains such proof at all imes when such license
summonsand complaint or counterclaim or cross complaint anghd registrations are infe€t during a period of 3 years following
proof of service filed therein. In all cases of service under e date on which the agreement is filed with the secretary
3ﬁ5'?9na” ad(_jlltlonal Tf‘)t'fcﬁ]”d service musfttﬁ_e mrz]adetunder this (3) Thesecretary shall not suspend such operating privilege or
chapterto avail oneselt of the provisions of this chapter registrationsif the judgment debtor obtains a court order for

(4) Securitydeposited undehis section shall be paid into thejnstallmentpayments and furnishes praafffinancial responsibil
transportatiorfund andinvested in accordance with25.17 (1) ity as provided in $344.27

(V). ( . —

! 5) Whenthe secretaryeceives certification of the entry of a
History: 1973 c. 121975 c. 270421; 1977 ¢. 2%s.1464m 1654 (7 11977 ; : . ; p

c. 27'301?;/79 c. zgglégl a (:1892%491 o8 m (" @) damaggudgment in accordance with344.05against a resident

of this statevhich has been entered by an Indian tribal court in this
344.21 Matters not to be evidence in civil suits. Neither stateor by a court in another jurisdiction, the secretary shall give
thereport required following an accident, the action taken by theticeto the person of the receipt of tbertification of judgment.
departmentpursuant to this chaptethe findings, if anyupon If satisfaction of such judgment is not made and copy of such satis
which such action is based nitve security filed as provided in thisfactionfiled with the secretary within 30 days from the date such
chaptershall be referred to in arway or be any evidence of thenotice was given, theecretaryshall suspend the operating privi
negligence or due care of either party at the trial of any actionegeand registrations of such judgment debtor
law to recover damages, but this shall not be construed to excludgg) Notwithstandingsub.(5), subs(2) and(3) applyto a dam
anotice of insurance filed pursuant tB¢4.140r 344.15 (4) or  agejudgmentin accordance with 844.05against a resident of
both, from beingadmissible in evidence where it would otherwisgjs state which has been entered bytratian tribal court in this
be material and admissible under the rules of evidence. state.

History: 1977 c. 265.1654 (7) (€)1985 a. 29 History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731981 c. 201989 a. 1051991
a.39 1997 a. 841999 a. 80
344.22 Short title. Section844.12to 344.22and the general
provisionsapplicable thereto may be cited as the safedponsi 344.26 Suspension to continue until judgment paid
bility law. and proof of financial responsibility ~ given. (1) Subjectto
the exceptions stated in s$14.25 (2)and344.27 (2) any operat
ing privilege or registration suspendedrevoked under 844.25

SUBCHAPTER IlI shall remain suspended or revoked until every judgnmeet:
tionedin s.344.25is stayed, satisfied or disclgad and, unless 3
PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY yearshave elapsed sindée date on which the judgment was
FOR THE FUTURE stayed satisfied or dischged, until theperson whose operating

privilege and registration wasuspended or revoked furnishes and
maintainsin effect proof of financial responsibility for the future.
(3) Judgments in excess of the amotspscifiedin s.344.01
) (d) shall, for the purpose of this section giig deemed satis

344.24 Applicability of sections relating to proof of
financial responsibility for the future. Sections344.29to

344.41are applicable iall cases in which a person is required t dwh in th ified h b d
depositproof of financial responsibility for the future, including/'€d When payments in the amounts so specified have been cre

thosecases in whicl person is required to deposit proof of finant€d thereon. Payments made in settlement of any claims because
cial responsibility for the future under $814.25t0344.27 those  ©f bodily injury, death or property damage arising from a motor
casesn which the deposit of proof dihancial responsibility for vehicle accident _s_hall be credited reduction of the respective
thefuture is a condition precedent to reinstatement of an operatﬁ‘fgpumsso specified.

privilege or registration suspendext revoked under 844.14 istory: 1975 ¢. 2971997 a. 841999 a. 80186

344.18(3) or 344.19 (3)and those cases in which the deposit
proof of financial responsibility for the future is a condition prec
dentto issuance of an opera®idicense under 843.38 (4)or
reinstatemenotf an operating privilege revoked under 843

3{44.27 Installment payment of judgments; suspen -
sion upon default. (1) A judgment debtor upon due notice to
the judgment creditor may apply to the court in which gudb-

History: 1989 a. 721991 a. 2691997 a. 84 mentwas rendered for the privilege paying such judgment in
installmentsand thecourt, in its discretion and without prejudice
344.25 Suspension for nonpayment of judgment; to any other legal remedies which the judgment creditor masg,

exceptions.  Upon the receipt, under 344.05 of a certified Mmay so order and fix the amounts and times of payment of the
copy of a judgment for damages of $500 or more arising oat ofnstallments.
motor vehicle accident, the secretary shall immediately suspend(2) The secretanshall not suspend the operating privilege or
the operating privilege and all registrations of the pemgainst registrationand shall restore any operatipgvilege or registra
whom such judgment was rendered, subjextthe following tion suspended following nonpayment of a judgment when the
exceptions: judgmentdebtor obtains such order permitting the paymethef

(1) If the judgment arose out of an accident caused by the owwrtdlgmentin installments and, unless 3 years have elapsed since
ershipor operation, withpermission, of a vehicle owned by orthe date on which the order permitting the paymefrthe judg
leasedo the United States, this state or any county or municipalityent in installments is filed with the secretafarnishes and
of this state or a vehicle subject to the requirementsi#1s53 maintainsproof of financial responsibility for the future.
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(3) If the judgment debtor fails to pay any installment as speci (b) Such insurer shall agree in writing that such policies shall
fied by such ordeithe secretaryupon notice ofuch default, shall be deemed to conform with the laws of this state relating to the
immediatelysuspend theperating privilege and registrations oftermsof motor vehicle liability policies issued herein.
thejudgment debtor until such judgmentsitisfied as provided  (2) |f any insurer not authorized to transact business in this
in s.344.26 state which has qualified téurnish proof of financial responsibil

History: 1977 ¢. 2%.1654 (7) () 1997 a. 841999 a. 80186 ity, defaults in any such undertakings or agreements, the secretary
shallnot thereafter accept as proof any certification of such carrier

344.29 Proof of financial responsibility for the future é/vhethertheretofore filed or thereafter tendered as proof, so long

required. Proof of financial responsibility for the future shall b such default continues

furnishedby any person required to give such proof under s§° >~ i :

344.25t0 344.27 those cases in which the deposit of proof qf 1"'6?22'42’1%% ?'3)1%5387251.92773 ¢ 901977 ¢. 2%:1654 (7) (¢)1977 c. 2731979
financial responsibility for the future is a condition precedent

reinstatemenof an operating privilege or registration suspendegh4 33 “Motor  vehicle liability policy” defined.

or revoked under 844.14 344.18(3) or 344.19 (3)and in those (1) Cegrrirication. In this chapter “motor vehicle liability
casesn which the deposit of proof dinancial responsibility for - 55jicy means anotor vehicle policy of liability insurance, certi
the future is a condition precedent to issuance obp@ratols ey as provided in s344.31or 344.32as proof of financial
licenseunder s343.38 (4)or reinstatement of an operating privi responsibilityfor the future, and issued, except as otherpise

Iegztri)\//.olig%gng%elgé:gr?%lggl a. 2681007 a. 84 videdin s.344.32 by an insurer authorized to do an automobile
' ' ' ' o liability businessn this state to or for the benefit of the person

344.30 Methods of giving proof of financial responsi namedin the policy as the insured. _ _
bility. Whenever a person is required undedid or this chapter (_2) 'MOTORVEHICLE LIABILITY POLICY. A motor vehicle pO_!Icy
to give proof of financial responsibility for the future, such proo#f liability insurance shall insure the person named thersiing

may be given by filing: any motor vehicle with the express or implied permission of the
(1) Certification of insurance as provided in 844.310or Owner,or shall insure any motor vehicle owned by the named

344.32 or insuredand any person using such motor vehicle with the express
(2) A bond as provided in 844.36 or or implied permission of the named insured, against loss from the

Hability imposedby law for damages arising out of the mainte
nanceor use of the motor vehicle within the United States of
Americaor the Dominion of Canada, subject to the limits exclu
sive of interest and costs, with respect to each such motor vehicle
asfollows: $25,000 because of bodihjury to or death of one per
asonin any one accident and, subject to such limit for one person,

¥50,000because of bodily injury to or death of 2 or more persons
in any one accident, and $10,000 because of injury to or destruc
tion of property of others in any one accident.

(3) REQUIRED STATEMENTS IN POLICY. Such motor vehicle
344.31 Certification of insurance as proof. Proof of liability policy shall state the nanend address of the named
financial responsibility for the future may be furnishedfiiyyg  insured,the coveragafforded by the policythe premium chged
with the secretary the written certification afly insurer duly therefor,the policy period and the limits of liabilitgnd shalton
authorizedo do business in this state that there isfeceft motor tain an agreement dre endorsed that insurance is provided there
vehicleliability policy for thebenefit of the person required to-fur underin accordance with the coverage defined in this chapter with
nish proof of financial responsibility or by transmitting such eertirespecto bodily injury and death or property damage, or both, and
ficationto the secretary by another means approved bgettre s subject to all the provisions of this chapter
tary. Such certification shall give thefettive date of such motor (4) CERTAIN TYPES OF COVERAGE EXCLUDED. Such motor
V.eh'gle"ab'f“t% pollcy_,f_vvhl_ch dat((ejshhallube the same as ttﬁcfzoef vehicle liability policy shall notinsure any liability under any
tive date of the certification and shall certify coverage for a orker’scompensation law as provided in é02 nor any liab#

motor vehicle operated by the named insuifetthe certification Ee{éon account of bodily injury to or death of any employee of the

is required to be furnished by a vehicle operator or coverage B f .
any motor vehicle owned by thieamed insured if the certification '>urédwhile engaged in the employment, other than domesstic,
the insured, or while engaged in the operation, maintenance or

is required to be furnished by a vehicle owner irof h mot hicl liabilitv for d 1
History: 1973 c. 901977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)1979 c. 102.236 (3) 1987 a, 27  'EPAIr0OT any such motor vehicle or any liability for damage 1o

1999a. 80 propertyowned by rented to, in chge of ortransported by the

No policy issued pursuant tiie ch. 344 financial responsibility statutes mayinsured.

excludecoverage for persons related by blood or marriage to the operator as man
datedby s. 632.32 (6) (b) 1Bindrim v. Colonial Ins. Co190 Ws. 2d 525527 (5) PROVISIONSINCORPORATEDIN POLICY BY LAW. Every motor

N.W.2d 321 (1995). vehicleliability policy shall be subject to the following provisions
which need not be contained therein:

(&) The policy may not be canceled or annulled as to such
liability by anyagreement between the insurer and the insured

insurer authorized to transact an automobile liability or sure fter the occurrence of any injurgr damage covered by such

businessn the state in which the person resideby transmitting otorvehicle “‘T"b'"ty, policy ) )

suchcertification to the secretaly another means approved by (b) The satisfaction by the insured of a judgmentsiach

the secretaryprovided the certification otherwise conforms to thigjury or damage shall not be a condition precedent to the right or

chapter. The secretary shall accept the certification if the insurépty of the insureto make payment on account of such injury or

complieswith the following with respedb the policies so cesti damage.

fied: (c) The insurer shall have the right to settle any claim covered
(a) Such insurer shall execuagoower of attorney authorizing by the policy and if such settlement is made in good faith, the

the secretary to accept service on its behalf of notice or procesaimountthereof shall be deductible from thienits of liability

any action arising out of a motor vehicle accident in this state.specifiedin sub.(2).

(3) A certificate ofdeposit of money or securities as provide
in s.344.37 or

(4) A certificateof self-insurance as provided in314.16
supplementedby an agreement by theelf-insurer that, with
respecto accidents occurring while the certificaténdgorce, the
self-insuremwill pay the same amounts that an insurer would h
beenobligated to pay under a moteehicle liability policy if it
hadissued such a policy to such self-insurer

History: 1973 c. 991981 c. 3901987 a. 271991 a. 316

344.32 Certification furnished by nonresidents as
proof. (1) A nonresident may give proof of financial respensi
bility by filing with the secretary a writtecertification of an
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(d) The policy the written application therefaf any, and any by any othedaw of this state. If such policies contain an agree
rider or endorsement which does not conflict with pihevisions mentor are endorsed to conform to the requirements otkizp
of this chapteconstitutes the entire contract between the partidsr, they may be certified as proof of financial responsibility under

(6) EXCESS OR ADDITIONAL COVERAGE. Any policy which this chapter

grantsthe coverage required for a motahicle liability policy (2) This chapter does not apply or afect policies insuring
may also grant any lawful coverage in excess of or in addition $olely the insured named in the policy against liabifigulting
the coverage specified for a motor vehicle liability policy and sudhom the maintenance or use by persons in the insieadploy
excessor additional coverage is not subject to the provisions of on the insured’ behalf of motor vehicles nowned by the
this chapter With respect to a policy which grants such excess wrsured.

additional coverage the term “motor vehicle liability policy” History: 1991 a. 316

appliesonly to that part of the coveragéich is required by this

section. 344.36 Bond as proof. (1) Proof of financial responsibility

(7) REIMBURSEMENT PROVISION PERMITTED. Any motor o be evidenced by the bond of a surety company duly autho
hicle liabilit i ide that th - dy hesli rizedto transact business within thigate or a bond with at least
venhicieliabriity policy may provide that the InSured Sheelm- 5 ;qjyidual sureties each owning real estate within this state and

bursethe insurefor any payment the insurer would not have bee(Bgetherhaving equities equal in value to at least twice the amount
obligated to make under the terms of the policy except for the PEf the bond, which reagstate shall be scheduled in the bond

visionsof this section. ) approvedy a judge of a court écord. Such bond shall be eon
_ (8) PRORATION OF INSURANCE PERMITTED. Any motor vehicle itionedfor the payment athe amounts specified in344.01 (2)
liability policy may provide for the prorating of the insurancgd). The bond shall biled with the secretary and shall not be-can
thereundewith other valid and collectible insurance. celableexcept after 10 days’ written notice to the secretary

~ (9) MuLTipLE PoLICIES. The requirements for a motor vehicle (2) The bond constitutes a lien in favor of the state upon any
liability policy may be fulfilledby the policies of one or more syrety’sreal estate which is scheduiedhe bond and which is not
insurerswhich policies together meet such requirements. exemptby law from execution. Such lien idestive as of the time
(10) BinDERS. Any binder issued pending tiesuance of a whenthe secretary records the bond in tHecefof the register of
motor vehicle liability policy shall be deemedfidfill the require  deedsof the county wherein such real estate is located, as provided
mentsfor such a policy in s.706.05 (1) Such lien exists in favor of any holder of a final

History: 1973 c. 90243 1975 c. 14%.54; 1977 ¢.293 1979 ¢. 103543, 236 judgmentagainst the person who filed such bond,damages
(a)l&l(ti)(;&gg:%hg rzegci)lrggt?v;éioson loaned the car to another against the f’atherresumngfrom the ownership, maintenance, usejperation of a
expresswishes, the record owrisrpermission under sub. (@ps presumed as a mat motor vehicle after such bc_)nd was recorded, |_ncI_u_djag1ages
ter of law when the sos’custody and control was such that son was therea  for care and for loss of services because of bodily injury to or death
owner. Permissive use is to be viewed the samger sub. (2) or under the omnibus ini i
coverageof s. 204.30 (3), 1975 stats. [632.32 (2)]. Groskecksy2 Ws. 2d 583 of any persgnhand damages tl)ecau?e of II‘I]]JUI’y t]? or destruction of
241N.W.2d 727(1976). propertyand the consequent loss of use thereof.

Financial responsibility statutes mandate insurance on the person, not on the(3) If the judgment rendered against the principal on the bond
vehiclesthat the person may owrCardinal v Leader National Insurance C66 is not satisfied within 60 days after it has become final thejudg
Wis. 2d 375480 N.W2d 1(1992). 5 . .

The requirementsf this section do not apply to all automohile insurance policiegl€ntcreditor mayfor hisor her own use and benefit and at the
issuedin this state, only those that provide proof of financial responsibility under dgmentcreditor‘s sole expense, bring an action in the name of
344.310or 344.32. Beerbohm $tate Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co. 200 ; i
W App 105,535 Ws. 2d 182612 N.W2d 338 _he state against the compawy persons executlng_the bond,

An insurefs excess coverage was illusory in the context of its nonowned vehitiRcluding an action or proceeding to foreclose any lien thay
provision. This section requires policy limits of at least $25,000. The insuypelicy  existuponthe real estate of a person who has executed such bond.

limited coverage to $25,000, but excess orBgcause the policylimit was equal :
to the statutory minimungnd stacking is prevented, the policy would never provid!en the foreclosure of such lien, &6 on the foreclosure of real

excesscoverage. JanssenState Farm Mutuahutomobile Insurance Company estate mortgages shall apply as far as possible.

2003WI App 183,266 Ws. 2d 430668 N.W2d 820 02-2928 History: 1973c. 189s.20; Sup. Ct. Ordei67 Wis. 2d 585776 (1975)1975 c.
Sub.(2) applies only to liability policies, not uninsured motorist coverage. -Cra1g 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)

dall v. Society Insurance, 2004 WI App 3269 Ws. 2d 750 676 N.W2d 174 Thedirect action statute, s. 632.2ies not apply to actions in which the principal

03-1453 ona bond under this section causes injuByb. (3) requires obtaining a judgment

againsthe principal before an action may be brougginst the suretyansguard
344.34 Notice of cancellation or termination of certi - v.gl;zggresswe Northern Insurance @88 Ws. 2d 584525 N.W2d 146 (Ct. App.
fied policy . When an insurer has certified a motor vehicle habil -

ity policy under s344.3] a policy under $44.32or a bond under 344,37 Money or securities as proof. (1) Proof of finan
534436the insurance so certified Shalll not be Cancelgd Or-terra'a| responsib”ity for the future may be evidenced by a deposit
nateduntil at least 10 days after a notice of cancellation er t&fjith the secretary by the person of $60,000 in cash, or in securities
minationof theinsurance so certified has been filed in ttfecef gychas may legally be purchased by savings banks or for trust
of the secretaryNo insurance so certified may t&nceled or ter fundsof a market value of $60,000The secretary shall not accept
minatedby the insurer prior to the expiration of 90 days from thgny such deposit unless accompanied by evidence that there are
effectivedate of the certification on the grounds of failur@dy nounsatisfied judgments of any character against the depisitor

a premium when due. Such a c_ertlfled poll(_:y or b_o_nd _SUbQﬁecounty where the depositor resides.

quently procured shall, on thefettive date of its certification, (2) Depositsmadeunder this section shall be held by the-sec

terminatethe insurance previously certified. Any certification Ofetary (o satisfy in accordance with this chaptany execution on
recertificationfiled by the same insurer following Cance”at'onajudgment issued against the person making the deposit, fer dam
shallbe accompanied by a fee of $3 payable by the insurer .

e ~agesresulting from the ownership, maintenance, use or operation

193555?3/6911997933%.92113977 C. 2%.1654 (7) (5)1979 ¢. 105.236 (3) 1987 a. 27 1 3 motor vehicle after such deposit was made, including dam
Thefailure of an insurer to comply with the notice requirement under this secti@g€sfor care andor loss of services because of bodily injury to

precludesthe insurer from asserting that a previously certified policy had lapsedr death of any person and damages because of injury to or
Congy e 160l G B INAE SR R 1530 o feStuctonot propery and the consequent oss o ot
of a policy ac)t;uired to satisfy proof of fi?1ancial respo%sigﬁitminsured m)gtorist SWﬁoney_or securities so deposited are not SU_bJeCt _tO attachment or
coverage cancellation tookieét immediately Nutter v Milwaukee Insurance Co. executionunless such attachment or execution arises out of a suit
167 Ws. 2d 449481 N.W2d 701(Ct. App. 1992). for damages as set forth in this section.

) . History: 1971 c. 164.82; 1975 c. 2701977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1989 a. 32
344.35 This chapter not to affect other policies.

(1) Thischapter does naipply to or gect policies of automobile 344.38 Owner and leasing company may give proof for
insuranceagainst liability which may now or hereafter be requiredthers. Whenever any person required to give prodfrancial
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responsibilityfor the future under this chapter is or later becomes (¢) The persomwho has given proof surrenders the person’
anoperator in the employ of any owner is or later becomes alicenseto the secretary

member of the immediate family or household of the owther (1m) Subjectto the exceptions set forth in siip), the secre
secretaryshall accept proof given by such owner in lieu of proahry shall, upon request, consent to the immediate cancellation of
by such other person. If the vehicle is leased to the emptager anybond or certificatiorof insurance, return to the person entitled
the leasing company may file proof of financial responsibiity  theretoany money or securities deposited pursuant tactiagter
behalfof the person required to furnish such proof. When progé proof of financial responsibility and shaliaive any require
hasbeen given as provided in this section, pleeson on whose ment of the filing of proof of financial responsibility under s.
behalfsuch proof was furnished may be granted a licensenbut 344.18(1m)or (3m) or344.19 (3mwhenever any of the follow

to operate those vehicles for which progés so given. The ing events has occurred:

department shall note such restriction on the pesshirense, (a) The period during which proof of financial responsibility
including a designation of each vehidt which proof was given. s required has expired.

History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (@)(©) (b) The person who has given proof surrenders all of the per

344.39 Substitution of proof. The secretary shall consentSO" STegistrations to the secretary _

to the cancellation of any bond or certification of insurance or (2) The secretary shall not consent to the cancellation of any
returnany money or securities to the person entitled thereto ugndor the return of any money or securities if any action for-dam
the substitution and acceptanceather adequate proof of finan @gesupon a liability covered by such proof is then pending or any

cial responsibility pursuant to this chapter judgmentupon any such liability is then unsatisfied, or if the- per
History: 1975 c. 2701977 ¢. 2%5.1654 (7) (c) 1987 a. 27 sonwho filed the bond or deposited the money or securities has,
within one year immediatelgreceding the request for cancella
344.40 Revocation or suspension for failure to main -  tion of the bond or return of the money or securities, been involved

tain proof; other proof may be required. (1) (a) Except asan operator or owner in any motor vehicle accident _resu_iting
as provided in par(b), whenever any person whose operatin@ijury or damage to the person or propertptifers. An afidavit
privilege was suspended or revoked who has furnished proof@fthe applicant as to the nonexistence of sacts, or that the per
financial responsibility fails to maintain such proof at aipe  Sonhas been released from all liabilir has been finaligdjudk
during the period when proof of financial responsibility iscatednot to be liable for such injury or damages idisieit evi
required,the secretary shall suspend or revoke such psrepat dencethereof inthe absence of evidence to the contrary in the
ating privilegefor a period of time running from the date of-sustecordsof the secretary

pension or revocation until such time as either satisfagiaryf (3) (a) Whenever any person whose proof has been canceled
of financial responsibility is again furnished or the pedading or returned under sufil) (c) desires reinstatement of thmersons
which proof was required to be furnished has expired. operatingprivilege priorto the expiration of the period during

(b) Whenever any person who has furnished proof of financilich proof of financialresponsibility is required, that person
responsibilityfails to maintain such proof at any time during théhall again furnish proobf financial responsibility Thereupon
periodwhen proof of financial responsibility is required under $hat persons operating privilege is reinstated as provided in s.
344.18(1m)or (3m) or 344.19 (3m,)the secretary shall suspend?’43-38
all of the persors registrations for period of time running from  (b) Whenever any person whose proof hasn canceled or
the date of suspension until such time as either satisfgmtooj returnedunder sub(1m) (b) desiresreinstatement of his or her
of financial responsibility is again furnished or the pedodng registrationsprior to the expiratiorof the period during which
which proof was required to be furnished has expired. proof of financial responsibility is required, he or she shall again

(2) (a) Except as provided in pgb), whenever any proof of furnish proof of financial responsibilityThereupon his or her reg
financial responsibility filed undethis chapter no longer fulfills iStrationsmay be renewed or reinstated upon payment of the fee

the purposes for which required, the secretary shall require otlﬁ%ﬂ,”tire‘_j g;dser 5'3‘11;7'?6 (217”1)977 ps 1654 (7) (@) 1677 . 2781087
proof meeting the requirements of this chapted shall SUSPENd , by 191 & acosie io6s & aar | © 281694 () (1977 c. 273

or revoke the operating privilege pendiheg filing of such other
proof. 344.42 Submission of certifications and recertifica -

(b) Whenever any proof of financial responsibility filed undetions by insurers. If the sum of certifications and recertifica
s.344.18 (Im)r (3m) or 344.19 (3m)o longer fulfills the pur tionsunder ss344.31,344.32and344.34that are submitted kgn
posesfor which required, the secretary shall require other promfsurerto the department in any year exceeds 1,000, the insurer
meetingthe requirements of this chapter and shall suspend all gtiall pay tothe department a transaction fee of $1.50 per cettifica
the persons registrations pending the filing of such other prooftion or recertification that is not transmitted electronically to the

History: 1973c. 90 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1989 a. 721991 a. 2691997 a. department.The department shall promulgate rules establishing

84. proceduregor thecollection of transaction fees under this section.
. History: 1997 a. 27
344.41 Duration of proof; when proof may be  canceled Cross Refeence: See also chlrans 197Wis. adm. code.

or returned. (1) Subject to the exceptions set forth in @),

the secretary shall, upon requesbnsent to the immediate can

cellation of any bond or certification of insuranaeturn to the SUBCHAPTERIV

personrentitled thereto angnoney or securities deposited pursuant

to this chapter as proof of financial responsibility and shall waive PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTER
any requirement of the filing of proof of financie¢sponsibility

wheneverexcept as provided in sufim), any of the following 344.45 Surrender of license and registration upon

eventshas occurred: _ o ___suspension. (1) Whenever a persamoperating privilege or

~ (a) The period during which proof of financial responsibilityegistrationis suspended under this chaptbe department may

is required has expired; or orderthe persoro surrender to the department his or her opera
(b) The person on whose behalf such proof was filed has died's license and the registration plates ofuhkicle or vehicles

or has become permanently incapacitated to operate a mdtwrwhich registration was suspended. If the person fails immedi

vehicle;or ately to return the operatty license or registration plates to the
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departmentthe department majirect a trdic officer to take pos andno lessor or rental company entering inta@guiring an inter
sessiorthereof and return them to the department. estin any contract for the rental or leasing ahator vehicle for

(2) Any person who intentionally fails or refuses to return which any other lessor or rental company has complied with this
licenseand registration plate or plates as required by this sectiipsectionis liable for damages caused by the negligent epera
may be required to forfeit not more than $100. tion of the motor vehicle by another person.

History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2%s.1465 1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 43203 1985 (2) Any lessoror rental company failing to comply with this

a.29,1989 a. 721997 a. 84 sectionis directly liable for damages caused by the negligence of
the person operating such rented or leased vehicle, but such liabil

34446 Transfer of vehicle ownership to defeat pur ity may not exceed the limits set forth in344.01 (2) (d)with

pose o chptr_ ) Noaunerf oo el il oSSty e g o
transferthe ownership or registration of any vehicle whose regig Inancial responsibr 'tY . . i )
tration is subject to suspensiat revocation under this chapter (3) Any person violating this sectianay be required to forfeit
until all of the applicable provisions of this chapter has been coffft more than $200.

plied with or until the secretary is satisfigtwht such transfer is pro _ History: 1971 ¢. 2781977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (2)1979 ¢. 1021995 a. 3291997
posedl.n good faith and not .for the purpose or with thfeefof A lessor is not liable to the lesse@isurer for monies that the insurer paid to a vic
defeatingthe purposes of this chapter tim of the lesses’negligence. American Family Mutual Insurance C&eciprocal

. . . . . .. Ins. Service Exchange Mgt. Cb11l Wis. 2d 308330 N.W.2d 223(Ct. App. 1983).
(2) Any person V|0|atmg this sectionay be reqUIred to forfeit Whena lesseg'insurance was indidient to cover all damages, the lessarrors

not more than $200. and omissions policy was required to cover remaining damages. Germanotta v

i ¢ i H Nationallndemnity Co119 Ws. 2d 293349 N.W2d 733(Ct. App. 1984).
(3) Thissection does naipply to or dect the registration of Sections344.30 and 344.16 permit car rental agenciestisfy their obligation

any vehicle sold by @erson who, under the terms or conditiong proving financial responsibility by filing a certificate s#lf-insurance and receiv
of any written instrument giving a right of repossession, has exagt a certlflcattle fr?meOT conflrmlggdthelr abll_ltty to ptayt/; self_—m?uﬁd agency is

; ; i notthe equivalent of an uninsured driver as it is not otherwise liable for its Essee’
CISEdSUCh.“ght. and has repossessed such velnarie a perso_n negligence.lts liability is limited to the amount an insurer would be required tp pay
whose registration has been suspendedreroked under this which under s. 344.01 (2) (d) is fixed at $25,000. BoatrigBpiewak214 Ws. 2d

chapter. 506, 570 N.W2d 897(Ct. App. 1997).

; . No statute requires self-insured entity under s. 344.16 to provide uninsured
a 8H(')St1(gé 1971 ¢. 2781977 ¢. 2%5.1654 (7) () 1991 a. 2691997 a. 841999 motoristcoverage as part of tloptional insurance it &rs to its customers. Prophet

v. Enterprise Rent-A-Car Comparigc. 2000 WI App 171238 Ws. 2d 150617
N.W.2d 225
344.48 Forged proof. (1) No person shall:
(a) Foge or withoutauthority sign any notice provided for in 344.52 Financial responsibility for foreign rented
S.344.140r 344.15 (4) or both, to the éct that golicy or bond vehicles. (1) Whenever any motor vehicle rented for com
is in efect or knowing or having reason to believe that the notiqeensatiornoutside this state is operated in this state, the lessor of
hasbeen foged or signed without authoritiife or offer the notice suchmotor vehicle is directly liable for all damages to persons or
for filing; or propertycaused by the negligeaperation of such rented vehicle
(b) Fome or without authoritysign any evidencef proof of  unless, athetime when such damage or injury occurs, the epera
financial responsibility orknowing or having reason to believetion of the vehicle is déctively covered by a policy of insurance
that such evidence has beengft or signed without authorjty which provides coverage at least in the amounts specified in s.

file or offer such evidence for filing. 344.01(2) (d)for property damage, personal injury or death suf
(c) Sign or file the didavit mentioned in $344.15 (4) know feredby any person on account of the negligent operation of such
ing that it contains a false statement. vehicle. The amount ofiability imposed upon the lessor by this

ctionin the absencef insurance coverage shall not exceed the

2) Any person violating this section may be fined not morg- ; ;
tha(n?$10 3/0% or imprisoneg for not more thgn 9 months or bo@”!ts‘ set forth in $344.01 (2) (dwith respect to the acceptable
! imits of liability whenfurnishing proof of financial responsibil

History: 1985 a. 291997 a. 2832001 a. 109 ity. The fact that the rented vehicle is operated in this state con
trary to any understanding or agreement with the lessor is not a
SUBCHAPTERV defenseto any liability imposed by this section.
(2) (a) If a motor vehicle rented for compensation outside this
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR RENTED AND stateis operated in this state, the lessor of the vehiderisidered
HUMAN SERVICES VEHICLES to have irrevocably appointed the secretary as the agent or attor
ney upon whom legal process may be served in any action-or pro
: . - . ceedingagainst the lessor or the lessquersonatepresentative,
%‘Kg?& V;;?ggglal({g)spl%nﬁ:glgaégggpmesuc rented or successors, or assigns, growing ouhefoperation of the rented
B o . . motor vehicle in this state, which appointment is binding upon the
(2) “Lessor” means a person who, for compensation, l@s6gssor’s personal representativejiccessors, or assigns. The
motor vehicle to a lessee to bperated by or with the consent ofpserationof the rented motor vehicle in this state gnification
the lessee or who acquires a contract for the leasing of a m%grthe lessofs agreement that legal process or notice may be
vehiclefrom another person. _ servedupon the lessor or the lessgpersonal representative, suc
(b) “Motor vehicle” means a self-propelled vehicle. cessorspr assigns and that process or notice so served has the
(c) “Rental company” means a person who, for compensati@amelegal force as if personally served upon them in this state.
rentsa motor vehicle to eenter to be operated by or with the con  (b) Service of process or notice under. g@rshall be madas
sentof the renter owho acquires a contract for the renting of @rovidedin s.345.09 This section does notfatt the right to
motor vehicle from another person. serveprocess or notice on the nonresident operator of the rented
(Am) No lessor or rental company may for compensation remtotor vehicle as provided in 345.09
or lease any motor vehicle unless there is filétth the department  (3) In this section‘motor vehicle” means a self-propelled
on a form prescribed by the department a certificate for a good icle.
sufficientbond or policy of insurance issued by an insurer autho History: 1977 c. 292001 a. 102
rizedto do an automobile liability insurance or surety business in
this state. Thecertificate shall provide that the insurer whict844.55 Insurance for human service vehicles. (1) No
issuedit will be liable for damages caused by the negligent epermaotor vehicle may be used as a human service vehicle ualess
tion of the motor vehicle in the amounts set forth iB41.01 (2) policy of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance,
(d). No lessor or rental company complying with this subsectiossuedby an insurer authorized to transact business in this state,
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is maintained thereon. The policy shall provide property damagdealerlicensed under s818.0101t0 218.0163a privatepassen
liability coverage with a limit of not less than $10,000. The poliger vehicle owned by the dealérthe private passenger vehicle
alsoshall provide bodily injury liability coverage with limits of is rented only for use while a vehicle owned or leased by the per
not lessthan $75,000 for each person and, subject to such limit f@mnor whichthe person has agreed to purchase is being serviced,
eachperson, total limits as follows: repaired manufactured or delivered.
(a) $150,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle having (3) If a rental agreement is subject to®B}.574 344.576and
a seating capacity of 7 passengers or less. 344.578 any provisionof the rental agreement that violates any
(b) $200,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle havifgauiremenbf ss.344.574 344.576and344.578is void.
aseating capacity of 8 to 15 passengers. History: 1989 a. 3281999 a. 31

(c) $250,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle havi@,gf‘l.574 Limited liability for damage. (1) DAMAGE TOPRK

aseating capacity of 16 to 24 passengers. , 'VATE PASSENGERVEHICLE. (a) Unless a renter purchases a damage
(d) $375,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle haviggjver offered in accordance with 344.576 a rental company

aseating capacity of 25 to 36 passengers. _ ‘may hold the renter liabléo the extent permitted under su.
(e) $500,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle havieg(4) for physical or mechanical damage to the rented private pas
a seating capacity of 37 to 49 passengers. sengervehicle that is caused by any of the following:

(f) $500,000 plus not less than $10,000 for each accident for 1. An accident occurringvhile the private passenger vehicle
_eachpassenger seat accommodation for each motor vétsigle is under the rental agreement.
ing a seating capacity of 50 Or more passengers. 2. The renter or an authorized driver who is using the private
(2) Thedepartment may nagsue registration plates for suchpassengevehicle, intentionally or by his or her recklessvanton
avehicle unless there is on file with the department a certificatdsconduct.
of insurance showinthat the vehicle is insured in compliance (p) Unless a renter purchases a damage waivereof in
with sub.(1). No such policy may be terminated piioiits expira  accordancevith s.344.576 a rentacompany may hold an autho
tion or canceled for any reasanless a notice thereof is filed withjzed driver liable to the extent permitted under s(@)o (4) for
the department at least 30 days prior to the datermination or physicalor mechanical damage to the rented private passenger
cancellation. The department shall suspend the registration Ogéhiclethat is caused by any of the following:
vehicleon which the insurance polityas been terminated or ean 1. An accident occurringrhile the private passenger vehicle

celed,effective on the date of termination or cancellation. : . : :
History: 1983 a. 175.20 Stats, 1983 s. 344.55097 a. 84 is operated by the authorized driver and is underehtalagree

ment.
344.57 Definitions applicable to ss. 344.57 to 344.579. 2. The authorized driver whis using the private passenger
In ss.344.57t0 344.579 vehicle,intentionallyor by his or her reckless or wanton miscon
(1) “Accident” means collisiorof a private passenger vehicleduct.

with another object or other upssitthe private passenger vehicle (2) LiMITs onLIABILITY. (&) The total liability of a renter or
while in operation. authorizeddriver under sub(1) for damage to a rented private

(2) “Authorized driver” means, in connection with a privateP@SSengevehicle may not exceed all of the following:
passengevehicle under a rental agreement, all of the following: 1. The lesser of:

(@) The spouse of the rentéthe spouse is a licensedver @ The actual and reasonable costs that the rentapany
andmeets any minimum age requirement in the rental agreeméfgurredto repair the private passenger vehicle or that the rental

(b) A person listed in the rental agreement as an authoriZgjnPanywould have incurred if the privafmssenger vehicle had
driver. eenrepaired, which shall reflect amljscounts, price reductions

(©) The rentets employer employee or co-workeif the or adjustments available to the rental company

employeremployee or co-worker engages in a business activit b.d.Thel fgirf marl;let zi/alue of that pri\cliate pgssenger (\j/ghicrl]e
with the renteris a licensed driver and meets the rental companyimediatelybefore the damage occurred, as determined in the
minimum age requirement. customarymarket for the sale of that private passenger vehicle.

(d) A person who operates the privassenger vehicle during 2. Actual and reasonable costs incurred by the rental company

anemegency or while parking the private passenger vehicle af, ©owing the private passenger vehicle &rdstorage of the pri

commercialor private establishment. vate passenger vehicle for no more than 2 days.

(3) “Damagewaiver’ means a contractual provisiomder (b) A rental company may not hold the renter or authorized

which a rental company agrees for a geanotto hold a renter or driver liable for any of the following: . _
authorizeddriver liable for damage or loss related to a private pas 1. Loss or damage to the private passenger vehicle resulting

sengervehicle rented by the renter from a cause other than that described in glb(a) 1.or 2. with
(4) “Private passenger vehicle” means a type 1 automobilé?s%eg't_o the renter osub.(1) (b) 1.or2. with respect to the autho
rizeddriver.

(5) “Rental agreement” means a written agreement setting 5 f f the ori hicl
forth the terms and conditions governing the use of a private pas 2+ L0SS of use of the private passenger vehicle. _
sengevehicle provided for rent by a rental company 3. Any administrative chges, including the cost of appraisal,

(6) “Rentalcompany” means a person in the business of IOIJgr_other costs or expenses that are incidental to the damage to the

viding private passenger vehicles for rent to the public. private passenger vehicle. _
(7) “Renter” means the persamho rents a private passenger 4+ Any other chage unless expressly permitted under (@gr
vehiclefrom a rental company under a rental agreement. (c) A rental company may not hold the renter liable for any
History: 1989 a. 328 amountsthat the rental company has recovered from an autho
rizeddriver. A rental company may not hold an authorized driver
344572 Applicability to rental agreements. (1) Except liable for any amounts that the rental company has recovered from
asprovided in sub(2), ss.344.574 344.576and344.578apply therenter
to all rental agreements concerning private passenger vehicleg4) |nspECTIONAND ESTIMATES. A rental company mapot
rentedfrom locations in this state for a period of 30 consecutivgllect or attempto collect the amount described in s(®). (a)
daysor less. from the renter or authorized driver or the insurethefrenter or
(2) Sections344.574 344.576and344.578do notapply to a authorizeddriver unless the rental company satisfies all of the fol
rentalagreement under which a persents from a motor vehicle lowing:
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(a) Allows the renter or authorized driver who maylibble 2. A statement that the liability of the renter or authorized
undersub.(1) (b)and thensurer of the renter or authorized drivedriver under s344.574 (2) (ajnay becovered by the rentaror
to inspect the unrepaired rented private passenger vehicle withirthorizeddriver's personal motorehicle insurance policy or by
2 working days after the rental company is notified of the damage agreement under which the renter or authorized driver has
Upon receiving notice of the damage, the rental company shalitaineda credit card.

promptly notify the renter or authorized driver who may be liable 3. A list of any exceptions to the damagaiver imposed in
undersub.(1) (b) of his or her right and his or her insueeright  accordancavith sub.(2) (a)to (j).

to inspect the private passenger vehicle. _ _ 4. An explanation ofhe right of inspection under344.574
(b) Obtains ateast 2 estimates from competing repair shoga) (a).

on the costs of repairing the private passengdiicle, makes a 5 The address and telephone number of the departhent

copy of each estimate available upon request to the renter Bficulture trade and consumer protection.

authorizeddriver who may be liable under sufl) (b) or the ' . : .

insurerof the renter or authorized driveho may be liable under 6. Any other |nformat|0n_ required by rule under. gay.

sub.(1) (b)and submits a copy of each estimate with any claim to /- A line for the rentes signature.

collectthe amount described in suyB) (a) (b) A rentalcompany that éérs or sells a damage waiver shall

History: 1989 a. 328 providethe notice described in pga) to each renter before the
renterenters into a rental agreement. The rental company shall

344.576 Damage waivers. (1) OFrFer AND sALE givethe renter one copy of tmetice signed by the renter and shall

RESTRICTED. A rental company may notfef or sell adamage retainone copy in its files.

waiverin conjunction with a rental agreement unless the terms of (c) The department of agriculture, trade and consymetec

the damage waiver comply with suf2) and the renter is provided tion shall promulgate rules specifying the form of the notice

the notice required under sugg). requiredunder par(a), including the size dhe paper and the type
(2) Terms. Every damage waiver shall provide that the rentalzeand any highlighting of the information described in (@r

companymay not hold the renter or authorized driver liable folf herule may specify additional information that must be included

anyamount that the renter or authorized driver might otherwise ifethe notice and the precise language that must be used.

liable for under s344.574 (2) (ajor damage to the rented private History: 1989 a. 3281995 a. 272003 a. 97

passengevehicle, unless any of the following applies: Cross Refeence: See also AATCP 118.01, Wis. adm. code.

__(a) The damage is caused by the renter or authorized dridary 577  Advertisement or representation. (1) DeFINI-
intentionallyor by his or her reckless or wanton misconduct. 1,5y In this section, “advertisement @presentation” means any
(b) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized drivsal, written or graphic statement which is made in connection
operateghe private passenger vehicle in this state while uhéer with the solicitation of the rental of a private passenger vehicle.
influence of an intoxicant or other drug, afescribed under s. (2) DAMAGE WAIVER CHARGE. If a rental company or an
346.63(1) (a) (am), or (b) or (2m). employeeor agent of rental company disseminates or makes in
(c) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized drivis state an advertisement or representation that includes a state
operateshe private passenger vehicle in another state while un@egntof the rental rate for a private passenger vehicle available for
the influence of an intoxicant or other drug, as described in thentfrom a location in this state, tlaglvertisement or representa

laws of that state. tion shall also include a statement of the geafor any damage
(d) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized drivemgiver offered by the rental company gonjunction with the
engagedn a race or speed or endurance contest. rental of that private passenger vehicle and a statement that pur

(e) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized drivecR2Seof ”119 damgge waiver is optional.
using,or has directed another to use, phigate passenger vehicle History: 1989 a. 328

in the commission of a misdemeanor or felag/those terms are 344578 Credit card for deposit or damages. (1) Pro-

definedin 5.939.60 ) ) . HIBITED DEPOSITS;COLLECTION OF DAMAGES. A rental company

(f) The damage occurs while the renterauthorized driver maynot use credit available pursuant to a credit card belonging to
usestheprivate passenger vehicle to carry persons or property {ofenter as a deposit for damages for which the renter magithe
hire. liable under s344.574 (2) (apr for any other chaes, excepas

(9) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driyeovidedin sub.(2). If a rented private passenger vehicle is-dam
usesthe private passenger vehicle outside of the United Siatesiged,the rental company may use credit available pursuant to a
Canadaunless use outside the United States or Canada-is ggeditcard belonging to the renter as payment for the damages for
mitted under the rental agreement. which the renter is liable undsr344.574 (2) (apnly if the rental

(h) The damage occurs while the private passenger vehicl€@snpanyobtains the rentés authorization to use that credit and

operatedon a surface not intended for use by private passengfeg authorizatioris obtained after the total amount of the reater
vehicles. lability is determined and before the rental company processes

(i) The renter provided misleading or false information to tge credit card chae. _
rental company causing the rental company to rent the private (2) DEPOSITFORRENTAL FEES. If authorized by the rentea
passengevehicle when the rental company woulat have other rentalcompany may use credit available pursuant to a credit card
wise done so, or on terms to which it would not have otherwi§glongingto the renter as a deposit for the estimated cotbteof
agreed. rental,as determined under this subsection. @stenated cost of

() The renter or the authorized driver who was operating e rentalmay not exceed an amount equal to the daily rental rate

private passenger vehicle when an accident occurred fails ﬁeciﬁedin the rental agreement, which may include the daily

romptly report to the police and rental company the accidefftargefor a damage waiver gurchased by the renfenultiplied
Pesultri)ngin gamage to tﬁe private passenger \?ehiZIe. by the number of days specified in the agreement for which the

rivate passenger vehicle is being rented.
(3) Nortice. (a) A rental company thatfefs or sells a damage P Histo,y? 1089 a9328 g

waiver shall provide taeach renter a written notice that is in the
form required by rule under p#c) and that includes all of the fol 344579 Violations. (1) PENALTIES. Whoever violates s.

lowing: 344.574344.576 (1)(2) or (3) (a)or (b), 344.5770r 344.578may
1. An explanation of the total costs that the renter or authioe requiredto forfeit not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 for
rized driver may be liable for under 344.574 (2) (a) eachviolation.

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/328
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/346.63(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/346.63(1)(am)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/346.63(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/346.63(2m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/939.60
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576(3)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576(2)(j)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574(4)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574(4)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576(3)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576(3)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576(3)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576(3)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/328
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/97
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/ATCP%20118.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/328
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.578(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/328
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.574
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576(3)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.576(3)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.577
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/344.578

344.579 FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY Updated 03-04Wis. Stats. Database 14

(2) ENFORCEMENT. The department of agriculture, trade andourt.
consumerprotection shall investigate violations of 844.574 (b) Bring an actiorin any court of competent jurisdiction for

344.576(1), (2) and(3) (a)and(b), 344.577and344.578 The 4 recovery of forfeitures authorized under ().

departmendf agriculture, trade and consumer protection may on
behalfof the state: (3) Derensk. Proof by a rental company that the rental com

(a) Bring an action for temporary or permanent injunctive &anybegan an action to impose liabiliypon a renter or autho
otherrelief in any court of competent jurisdiction for any violatioriizeéd driver, even though the renter had purchased a damage
of 5.344.574344.576 (1)(2) or(3) (a)or(b), 344.5770r344.578 waiversold under 844.576 because of a good—-faith mistake that
The court may upon entry of finajudgment, award restitution anexception under 844.576 (2) (ajo (j) applied is a defense to
whenappropriate to any person farfng loss because of a viela a prosecution for a violation of the terms of the damage waiver
tion of 5.344.574 344.576 (1)(2) or (3) (a)or (b), 344.5770r unders.344.576 (2)
344.578if proof of such loss is submitted to the satisfaction of thenistory: 1989 a. 3281995 a. 27
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