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CHAPTER 5
ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS AND VOTING SYSTEMS

SUBCHAPTERI 5.58 Spring primary ballots.
GENERAL PROVISIONS 5.60 Spring election ballots.
5.01 Scope. 5.62 September primary ballots.
5.02 Definitions. 5.64 General election ballots.

5.65 Special referendum ballots.
5.655 Consolidated ballots.

5.66 Number of ballots.
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5.72 Correcting ballot errors.

5.05 Elections board; powers and duties.

5.055  Election assistance commission standards board.
5.056  Matching program with secretary of transportation.
5.06 Compliance review; appeal.

5.061  Compliance with federal Help Americat Act.

5.07  Action to compel compliance. SUBCHAPTER Il

5.08 Petition for enforcement. . ELE(?TRON]C VOTING SYSTEMS

5.081 Petition for enforcement of voting rights. 5.76 Adoption, experimentation or discontinuance of systems.
5.09 Certification of documents. 5.77 Applicable procedures.

5.10 Presidential electors. 5.78 Voting booths.

5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. 5.79 Instruction of electors.

5.18  Enforcement of division requirement. 5.80  Demonstrator electronic voting system.

5.25 Polling places. 5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee ballots.

5.35 Polling place requirements. 5.82  Write=in ballots.

536 Notice of voting by individuals with disabilities 5.83 Preparation for use of voting devices; comparison of ballots.
5:37 Voting machine requirements. ’ 5.84 Testing of equipment; custody of programs and ballots.

5.40 Use of voting machines or systems. 5.85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of ballots.
5.86 Proceedings at central counting locations.

SUBCHAPTER Il 5.87 Tabulating votes.

BALLOT FORM 5.89  Official return.
5.51 General provisions. 5.90 Recounts.
5.52 Multi-candidate elections. 5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices and equipment.
5.53 Voting machine ballots. 5.92 Bond may be required.
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5.55 Information. 5.94 Sample ballots; publication.
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SUBCHAPTERI (c) The candidates mai all those tied for the samefiok are
presentdraw for themselves. Upon refusal or absence of any of
GENERAL PROVISIONS the candidates, the board of canvassers shall appoint a competent

personto draw and upon the resultieclare and certify the winner

501 Scope. (1) CONSTRUCTIONOF CHs.5 TO 12. Except as (d) If a question is submitted to the electors and an eunal

otherwiseprovided, chs5 to 12 shall be construed to givefegt 0T Of votes are cast for and against adopttbe, question fails

to the will of the electors, if that can be ascertained from the pr%dOpt'on'

ceedingsnotwithstanding informality or failure to fully comply ~ (5) ELECTION OF GOVERNORAND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. (&)

with some of their provisions. In every general election to choose the governor and the lieutenant
(2) GENERAL PROVISIONSOF ELECTION LAWS APPLY. Thegen  dovernoreach elector shall havesingle vote applicable to both

eral provisions of chs5 to 12 apply to all elections. offices. The persons receiving the greatest number of iegab

(3) PLURALITY SHALL ELECT. (a) Except as provided in péb), castjointly for them for governor and lieutenagavernor shall be

. . / declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and cer
in every election to choosmy oficer, each elector has one vote;

for each dfice unless clearly indicated otherwise. The person
receivingthe greatest number of legal votes for tHeefshall be
declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and

(b) In case 2 or more slates have an equal and the highest num
y of votes for governoand lieutenant governdhe 2 houses of
tify. elegislature shall at the next annual session choose by joint bal
b) In an election to fill a nonpartisan statéag, if no names lot one ofthe slates so h.avmg an equal and the highest number of
are(certified toappear on the baFI)Iot no person }na be declaré fesfor governor and lieutenant governor
S estod PP »nop Yy istory: 1979 c. 891983 a. 48419852, 3041997 a. 271999 a. 156,672 1999
: a.182

(4) TiEvoTE. (a) If 2 or more candidates for the sanfecef ~ Thesupreme court has consistently constreledtion statutes as being directory

i ; eping with sub. (1) directive that election laws shall be construed to fgee ef
receivethe greatest, but an equal number of votes, the winner SWe will of the electors. LanserKoconis,62 Ws. 2d86, 214 N.W2d 425(1974).

be chosen by lot !n_t_he presence of the board of Canvmed When 40% of registered voters were denied ballots in an election to remove a
with the responsibilityo determine the election, or in the case afountyseat, the election was set aside even though the outcome probably was not

an election for state or nationalfime or metropolitan sewerage aﬁng?i)“g%’\;ﬁgg gng)g?t’;?%lggc\afﬁ ﬁgs“gg:r?gam’#gm‘tg(ttzsplgbple mani
commissionerif the commissioner is elected unde200.09 (1) fested:City of Chippewa Falls.vfown Of Hallie,231 Ws. 2d 85604 N.W2d 300

(am), in the presencef the chairperson of the board or the chairct. App. 1999).
person’sdesignee. Only substantiabiolations of the election law should operate to vacate an election.
) i . ) Carlsonv. Oconto CountyBoard of Canvassers, 2001 WI App 280 Ws. 2d 438
(b) If, in a primary 2 or more candidates receive an equal ba23N.w.2d 195

not the greatest number of votes so that only one of those-candi
dateswith equal votes may advance to the final election, tf£02 Definitions. In chs.5to12, unless the context requires
choiceshall similarly be made by drawing lots. otherwise:
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(1c) “Automatic tabulating equipment” meanapparatus (9) “Local office” means any elective fife other than a state
which automatically examines and counts vaexorded on bal or national ofice.
lots or voting machines and tabulates the results. (10) “Municipal clerk” means the citglerk, town clerk, vit
(1e) “Ballot” means a ballot label, sheet of paper or envelofggeclerk and the executive director of the city election commis
on which votes are recorded. The term also includes a sheesion and their authorized representatives. Where applicable,
card, filmstrip or other device listing or containing information'municipal clerk” also includes the clerk of a school district.
relativeto offices, candidates and referenda which is placee_i, pro (11) “Municipality” means city town or village.
jected or composed on the boamt screen inside a voting  (12) “National office” means theffices of president and vice
machine. presidenif theUnited States, U.S. senator and representative in
(1g) “Block”™ means an area which is the smallest geographiongress.
area Used by the U.S. bureau Of the census fOI’ data CO”eCtiOn ang_zm) “Nickname” meansa familiar or shortened form of a
tabulation. propername by which an individual is commonly known.
(1s) “Board” means the elections board. (13) “Political party” or “party” means a state committee-reg
(2) “County clerk” includes the executive director of thesteredunder s11.050rganized exclusively for political purposes
countyboard of election commissioners and their authorized regnderwhose name candidateppear on a ballot at any election,

resentatives. andall county congressional, legislative, locaid other difliated
(3) “Educationalofficer” means the state superintendent angommitteesauthorized to operatender the same name. For-pur
school board members. posesof ch.11, theterm does not include a legislative campaign

(3m) “Electedofficial” means arindividual who is elected to cOmmitteeor a committee filing an oath under14.06 (7)
NOTE: Sub. (13) was amended eff. 7-1-03 2901 Ws. Act 109as shown

anational, state or local fie. below. Act 109,s. 9115, provided that if any treatments by Act 109 listed in s.
(4) “Election” means every public primary and election.  9115,including the treatment of this provision, was held to be unconstitutional

« . C e .. . . by a court, then all of the listed teatments ae void. The United States District
(4c) “Election district” means a municipality that is Notcour for the Western District of Wisconsinin Wisconsin Realtors Assoc. v

dividedinto wards, except as otherwise provided 157 (1) (b)  Ponto,233 F Supp. 2d 10782002), found the teatment ofcertain listed provi-
(4e) “Election official” meansan individual who is chged sionsunconstitutional, rendering the treatment of this provision void.

with any duties relating to the conduct of an election. (13) “Political party” or “party” means a state committee registered under
s.11.05 and organized exclusively for political purposes under whose name ean

(4m) “Electronic voting system” means a system in whichiidatesappear on a ballot at any election, and attounty, congressional, legisla
votes are recorded on ballotgnd the votes are subsequentlyive. local and other affiliated committees authorized to operate under the same
countedandtabulated by automatic tabulating equipment. T me. For purposes of ch. 1, the term does not include a committee filing an

termalso includes a voting machione which votes are recorded th under s. 1.06 (7).
andtabulated by electroni?: means (14) “Poll list” means the listvhich is compiled by election

P - . . officials on election day showing the names and addresses of elec
(5) “General election” means the electioheld in even— igrswho actually cast votes in an election.

numberedyears on the desday after the first Monday in Novem (15) “Polling place” means the actual location wherein the

ber to elect UnitedStates senators, representatives in CONGress, \or'svote is cast
presidentiaklectors, state senators, representatives to the assem( 16) “Pri o . lecti
bly, district attorneys, statefafers other thathe state superinten ) “Primary” means a primary election.

dentand judicial oficers, and county @iters other than supervi  (16m) “Recognizedpolitical party” means a political party
sorsand county executives. which qualifies for a separate ballot or column undés.62 (1)

(6) “Governingbody” means the common council of a pity(b) or(2).“ ., . . .
boardof supervisors of a town or board of trustees of a village. (16s) “Referendum’means an election at which an advisory
(6m) “Identification” means: validatingor ratifying question is submitted to the electorate.

: : (17) “Registrationlist” means the list of electors whare
folls)e\llzlirl%'the case of an elector who votes in person, eithieof properlyregistered to vote.

A ; I - 18) “Septemberprimary” means the primary held the 2nd
1. A current and valid piece of identification containing ( ; : :
photograptof the electar a}‘uesdayln September to nominate candidates to be voted for at

the general election, and to determine which candidates for state

2. A copy of a utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, or Bffices other than district attorney may participate in thedah-
checkor other document issued by a unit of government thgh election campaign fund.

showsthe current name and address of the elector _ (19) “Specialelection” means any electioather than those
(b) In the case of an elector who votes by absentee ballot, eifgcribed in subg5), (18), (21) and(22), to fill vacancies or to

of the following: o _ o conducta referendum.
1. Acopy of a current and valid piece of identification-con (20) “Special primary” means the primary held 4 weeks
taining a photograph of the elector beforethe special election except when the special election is held

2. A copy of a utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, or anthe same day as the general electiorsgiexial primary shall
checkor other document issued by a unit of government thia¢ held on the same day as the general primary or if the special
showsthe current name and address of the elector electionis heldconcurrently with the spring election, the primary

(7) “Judge” means a court of appeals judge or a judge of a cihallbe held concurrently with the spring primary
cuit court. (20g) “Specialpurpose district” means any local governmen

(8) “Justice” means a justice of the supreme court. tal unit other than a county or municipality

(8m) “Labor organization” means any employeganization (20r) “Specialreferendum” means any referendum held at a
in which employees participate and which exists primarily for trﬁpemalelectlon which is not held concurrently with the elections
purposeof engaging ircollective bagaining with any employer describedn sub.(5), (18), (21) or (22).
concerninggrievances, labor disputes, wages, hours or conditions(21) “Spring election” means the election held on the first
of employment, or the promotion and advancement of the profdsiesdayin April to electjudicial, educational and municipaffief
sionalor occupational standards and the welfafriis members cers,nonpartisan county fi€ers and sewerage commissioners.
andfamilies and any ganization established for the same-pur (22) “Spring primary” means the primary held on the 3rd
posescomposed of individuals orfdiates of any such employee Tuesdayin February to nominate nonpartisan candidates to be
organization. votedfor at the spring election arnd express preferences for the
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personto be the presidential candidate for each party in a year in(c) Bring civil actions to require forfeitures for any violation
which electors for president and vice presidenttaree elected. of ch.11under s11.6Q Forfeiture actions brought by the board
(23) “Stateoffice” means the dices of governarlieutenant May concern only violations with respect to reports or statements
governor,secretary of state, state treasuaéorney general, state requiredby law to be filed with it, and other violations arising
superintendentjustice of the supreme couxtpurt of appeals underelections for state fife or statewide referenda. The board
judge, circuit court judge, state senatstate representative to themay compromise and settle awyvil action or potential action
assemblyand district attorney broughtor authorized to be broughy it under ch11 which, in
(24) “Statesuperintendent” means thtate superintendent 0fthe opinionof the board, constitutes a minor violation, a violation
public instruction. causedby excusable neglect, or which for other good cause

(24g) “Voting device” means an apparatus other thaatiag shown,shouldnot in the public interest be prosecuted under such

i ; ; chapter. Notwithstanding s778.06 an action or proposed action
lrg?chlnewhlch the elector uses to record his or her votes on-a bz!’@{.?jthorizedunder this paragraph may be settled for such sum as

. . . . .. maybe agreedbetween the parties. Any settlement made by the
(24r) “Voting machine” means a machine which serve®in poardshallbe in such amount as to deprive the alleged violator of
of a voting booth and which mechanically or electronicall¥ny benefit of his or her wrongdoing and may contain a penal com
recordsthevotes cast by electors, who depress levers or buttQiisnentto serve as aeterrent to future violations. In settling
locatednext to the choices listed on a ballot to cast their votesactionsor proposed actions, the board shall treat comparable situ
(24w) “Voting system” means: ationsin a comparable manner and shall assure that any settlement
(a) The total combination of mechanical, electromechanicdlearsa reasonable relationship to the severity of ttiense or
or electronic equipment, including the software, hardware, apiegedoffense. Forfeiture actions brought by the board shall be
documentationrequired to program, contrognd support the broughtin the circuit court for the county wheretlme violation is
equipmentthat isused to define ballots, to cast and count voteallegedto occur
to report or display election results, and to maintain and produce(d) Sue for injunctiveelief, a writ of mandamus or prohibition,

any audit trail information. or other such legal or equitable relief as may be appropoate
(b) The practicesind associated documentation for any of trenforceany lawregulating the conduct of elections or election
following purposes: campaignsor ensure its propeadministration. No bond is

1. To identify equipment components and versions of Su(?elquiredin such actions. Actions shall be brought in circuit court

or the county where a violation occurs or may occur

components. ) ) - - )
2. To test the equipment during its development maihte (e) Delegate to its executive director the authority to issue a
nancé. subpoenainder par(b), apply for asearch warrant under pés),

N . commencean action under pad), intervene in amction or pre
3. To malnta!n recorq§ of equment errors and defects. ceedingunder sub(9), issue an order underss06, exempt a poll
4. To determine specific equipment changes to be made afigj place from accessibility requirements unde5.85 (4) (a)

theinitial qualification of the equipment. exempt a municipality from the requirement to use voting
5. To make available any materials to an elector machinesor an electronic votingystem under s5.40 (5m)
NOTE: Sub. (24w) is ceated eff. 1-1-06 b003 Wis. Act 265 approvean electronic data recording system for maintaiipiold

(25) “Ward” means a town, village @ity subdivision created lists l_Jnder 5_6.79 or authorize nonapp_oi_nt_ment of an individual
for the convenience of the electors therein and to facilitate tH&0 1S nominated to serve as an electffitial under s.7.30 (4)
division of such municipalities into electiaistricts of substan (&) Subject to such limitations as the board deems appropriate.
tially equal population numbers along common boundaries (f) Promulgate rules under k27 applicable to aljurisdic-
observingthe community of interest of existing neighborhoodtonsfor the purpose of interpreting or implementing the laws reg

andother settlements. ulating the conduct of elections or election campaignsnsuring
History: 1971 c. 21; 1971 c. 30452, 29 (2} 1973 c. 280834 1975 c. 931977  their proper administration.
¢. 107,187, 394, 1977 c. 427%s.3 10 14, 1977 c. 4491979 c. 3289, 221, 1979 c. (2) AubminG. In addition tathe facial examination of reports

260ss.1m, 7310 75; 1979 c. 31, 328 1981 c. 4391; 1983 a. 484s.5, 5¢, 124m .
128 1985 a. 3031985 a. 304s.1m, 2, 155 1987 a. 395s.1 to1r, 66w; 1989 a3L ~ andstatements required under$.21 (13) the board shall cen

1991 a. 51993 a. 140184 1995 a. 165.2; 1995 a. 23.9145 (1) 1995 a. 2191997  ductan audit of reports and statements whichrageiired to be

a.35 2001 a. 16109 2003 a. 24265 filed with it to determine whether violations of chl have
occurred. The board may examine records relating to matters
requiredto be treated in such reports and statements. The board
Qhall make oficial note in the file of a candidate, committee,
groupor individual under chll of any erroror other discrepancy

5.05 Elections board; powers and duties. (1) GENERAL
AUTHORITY. The elections board shall have the responsibility f
the administration of chs to 12 and other laws relating to elec
tionsand election campaigns. Pursuant to such responsithiéty \yhich the board discovers and shall inform the person submitting
boardmay: thereport or statement.

(a) Employan executive director outside the classified servicenoTe: sub. (2) was amended eff, 7-1-03 8001 Wis. Act 109as shown

andemploy legal counsel. The executive director shall serve@®w. Act 109,s. 915, provided that if any treatments by Act 109 listed in s.
i i H 9115,including the treatment of this provision, was held to be unconstitutional
the chief electlc_)n dficer fo_r this ?tate' . by a court, then all of the listed teatments ae void. The United States District
(b) In the dischaye of its duties and upon notice to the partgourt for the Western District of Wisconsinin Wisconsin Realtors Assoc..v
or parties being investigated, Subpoena and bring befwn Ponto, 233 F Supp. 2d 107§2002), found the teatment ofcertain listed provi-
personin the state and require the production of any papers, boaﬁgsunconstltutlonal, renqlerlng the trea?mem of AthISAprDVISIOFI void.
or other records relevant to an investigation. A circuit court may () AubiTiG. In adg'g‘i“(ios)‘higc'a' | exanination of ieports and state
: : - : tsrequired under s. 1. , theboard shall conduct an audit of eports
by ordgr Qermn the inspection and copying O,f th(? a(,:counts ar,]d statements which ae required to be filed with it to determine whether viola
depositor’'sand loan records at any financial institution as defing@ns of ch. 11 have occured. The board may examineecords relating to mat
in 5.705.01 (3)doing business in the state to obtain evidence ®fs required to be teated in such eports and statements. The board shathake
any violation of ch.11 upon showing by the board of probab|é)fficial note in the file of a candidate, committee, @up or individual under ch.
. . . . . 11 of any error or other discrepancywhich the board discovers and shall inform
causeto believe there is a_ V|0|at'9n and that SU‘?h aCCOU”tS_Qﬂl person submitting the report or statement. The board may also examine all
recordsmay have aubstantial relation to the violation. In the'dlsqocumentationthat is required to be maintained by political parties that eceive
chargeof its duties, the board may cause the deposition of witrants from the Wisconsin election campaign fund under s.1150 (2s).
nessego be taken in the manner prescribed for taking depositions(3) INVESTIGATIONS. (&) The board shall upon complaint by

in civil actions in circuit court. any person oon its own motion investigate violations of the elec
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tions laws and shall notify the district attorney of theoper boardmay adopt the proposed plan or modification only if the
county, the attorney general or the governor where appropriatemmitteeapproves the proposed plan or modification.
unders.11.60 (4)or 11.61 (2)of any facts within its knowledge  (11) Aips To COUNTIESAND MUNICIPALITIES. From the appro
or evidence in its possession which may be groéomdsivil action  priationsunder $20.510 (1) (t)and(x), the board may provide
or criminal prosecution. financial assistance to eligible counties and municipalities for
(b) In any case in which the board refers information relatirejectionadministratiorcosts in accordance with the plan adopted
to an apparent violation of th&ection, the district attornegttor  undersub.(10). As a condition precedent to receipt of assistance
ney general, or any special counsglpointed under 44.11 (2) underthissubsection, the board shall enter into an agreement with
shall respond by report to the board with respect to any actitire county or municipality receiving the assistance specifying the
takenregarding such apparent violatiofihe report shall be trans intendeduse of the assistanesd shall ensure compliance with
mitted no later than 40 days after the date of the referral. If thigeterms of the agreement. Each agreement shall provide that if
matteris not disposed of during such period, the board shétile federal government objects to the use of any assistanee mon
receivea further report at the close of every 30—day period unéiysprovided to the county or municipality under the agreement,
thetime of final disposition. the county or municipality shall repay the amount of the assistance

(c) No investigation is required of any petition or complairrovidedto the board. _
whichis not verified. The board may summarily dismiss any-com (12) VoTerREDUCATION. The board may conduct or prescribe

plaint which it finds to be without merit. req'uirementsfor educational_programs to i_nform electors about
(4) EmpLovEees. All employees ofhe board shall be nonparti Voting procedures, voting rights, and voting technologhe
san. boardshall conduct an educational program for the purpose of

educatingelectors who cast paper ballots, ballots that are counted

(5) BIENNIAL REPORT. Notwithstanding s15.04 (1) (d) the a central counting location, and absentee ballots offdt ef

boardshall fileits biennial report required by that paragraph on : . ;
beforeJune 30 of each odd—numbered yeawering the bien a,\?g:geécssizvptestf(()jr 2 il-rl%!)?aclgééosw Act 265
nium ending on the previous December 3The board may + Sub. (12) s ceated eff » s AC

include any information compiled under $1.21 (7) in such (13) TOLL-FREE ELECTION INFORMATION EXCHANGE. (&) The
report. board shall maintainone or more toll-free telephone lines for

(6) FORMAL OPINIONS, Any interested person may make writ electorsto report possible votinfaud and voting rights viota

tenrequesto the board to issue a formal opinion with respect fiNS. {0 obtain general election information, and to actgss-

the persors authority or responsibilities under chgo12. The Mmationconcerning theiregistration status, current polling place

boardshall within 15 days advise the person requesting an Opinjgﬁatlons, and other |nforr_nat|_on relevant to voting in electlons._

whetheror not a formal opinion will be issued. If a fornagiinion (b) The board may maintain a free access system under which

will be issued, it shall be issued within 30 days of the request. Arelector who votes under .96 or 6.97 may ascertain current

personacting in good faith upon fmrmal opinion issued to the information concerning whether the elect®rvote has been

personby the board shall be subject to civil or criminal prosecgountedand, if the vote will not be counted, the reason that it will

tion for so acting, if the material facts are as stated in the opinid@t be counted.

request. Nothing in this subsection requires the issuance of an(14) INFORMATION FROMCOUNTY AND MUNICIPAL CLERKS. The

opinion by the board, nor precludes it from issuagopinion or boardmay request information from county and municipal clerks

ruling in any other manner relatingto election administration, performance of electronie vot
(7) ADMINISTRATIVE MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES. Theboard  INg systems and voting machines, and use of paper ballots-in elec

shallconduct regular information and training meetingsagipus t10NS.

locationsin the state for county and municipal clerks and other (15) ReGiSTRATION LIST. The board is responsible ftihe

electionofficials. Administrative meetings shall be designed designand maintenancef the oficial registration list under s.

explainthe election laws and the forms and rulethefboard, to 6.36 The board shall require all municipalities to tise list in

promoteuniform procedureand to assure that clerks and othegveryelection and may require any municipality to adhere te pro

officials are made aware of the integrity and importance of tisgeduresestablished by the board for proper maintenance of the

vote of each citizen. The board may conduct conferences relatlisg,

to election laws, practice and procedure. The board mage&har History: 1973 c. 3341975 c. 8593, 199 1977 ¢. 291977 ¢. 1965.131, 1977

personsattending the admiistrativecetings and conferences; 18 274421073 32,97 G41510 - s5ioa 8 1oes o 2rion 24 58

for its costs incurred in conducting theeetings and conferencesa. 35, 265 266, 327.

ata rate not exceeding the per capita cost incurred by the boar@ross Refeence: See also EIBd, W. adm. code.

; ; Notice to the district attorneyattorney general, or governor is not a prerequisite
(9), SFANDlN,G' The board has Standmg to commence O,r'mtet[) a civil forfeiture under sub. (1) (chptice pursuant to sub. (3) is required only as
venein an a_ctlon or proceeding fOI’_the purpose of enforcmg tBgecifiedoy s. 1.60 (4) or 1.61 (2). State Elections BoarcHales 149 Ws. 2d 306
laws regulating the conduct of elections or election campa)gns44A0N-W-2g 579(Ct. App. 1%82)- e board od und b. (1) () §

i i i i party being investigated by the board is not entitled under sub. to atten

e“S””'?g their proper ?‘dm'“'s”a“o“- If the board de.legate§ndparticipate in all depositions conducteylthe board. Notice to the party being
authorityto the executivelirector under sul{l) (e)to act in its investigatedunder sub. (1) (b) is limited to the boareiercise of its subpoena power
steadthe executive director has standing to commence oFf intenddoes not relate in any way to the conduct of depositions the board may wish to

venein such an action or proceeding. tze:jkiégtgtl%e’z‘(.{/a\}léglgilé\C|rcun Court for Dane Count2000 WI App 72234 W\is.

(10) STATE ELECTION ADMINISTRATION PLAN. With the assist
anceof the election administration council and approval of th8.055 Election assistance commission standards
joint committee on finance as provided in this subsection, theard. The executive director of the board shall, in consultation
boardshall adopt and modify as necessary a state plaméwts with the board, appoint an individual to represent this state as
the requirements of.B. 107-252to enableparticipation by this memberof the federal election assistance commission standards
statein federalfinancial assistance programs authorized undboard. The executive director shall also conduct and supervise a
thatlaw. The board shall adopt the plan and any modificatiomsocessfor the selection of an electionfigfal by county and
only after publishing a class | notice under 885 or postingon municipalclerks and boards of election commissioners to repre
thelnternet a statement describing the proposed plan or medifisentlocal election difcials of this state as a member of the federal
tion and receiving public comment thereon. After approfitlie electionassistance commission standards board. The executive
proposedplan or any modificatiof the plan by the board, thedirector shall ensurghat the members of the federal election
boardshallsubmit the proposed plan or modification to the joirdssistancecommission standards boardpresenting this state
committeeon finance for the approvalf the committee. The shall at no time be members of the same political pat#pon
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appointmenbr election of any new member of the federal election (6) Theboard mayafter such investigation as it deems appro
assistanceommission standards board representing this state, phiate, summarilydecide the matter before it and, by ordeguire
executive director shall transmit a notice of that memiser any election oficial to conform his or her conduct to the |Jaw
appointmenbr election tahe oficer or agency designated by fed restrainan oficial from taking any action inconsistent with the

erallaw. law or require an dicial to correctany action or decision incen
History: 2003 a. 265 sistentwith the law The board shall immediately transmitapy
of the order to the &tial. An order issued under thésibsection
5.056 Matching program with secretary of transporta - s effective immediately or at such later time as may be specified

tion. The executive director of the board shall enter into thie the order
agreementvith the secretary of transportation specified ursder  (7) The board may withdrawmodify or correct an order
85.61(1) to match personally identifiable information on t#&  issuedunder sub(6) within a timely period if it finds such action
cial registration list maintained by the board undér36 (1)with  to be appropriate.
personallyidentifiable information maintained by tdepartment (8) Any election oficial or complainant who is aggrieved by
of transportation. anorder issued under sui6) may appeal the decision of the board

History: 2003 a. 265 to circuit court for the county where thdiofal conducts business

or the complainantesides no later than 30 days after issuance of

5.06 Compliance review; appeal. (1) Whenever any elec the order Pendency of an appeal does siaty the déct of an
tor of a jurisdiction or districtserved by an election fafial  grderunless the court so orders.

believesthat a decision or action of thdioial or the failure of the (9) The court may not conduct a devo proceeding with

official to act with respect to any matter concermoginations, esnecto any findings of fact or factual matters upon which the
qualificationsof candidates, voting qualifications, including fesip j4rdhas made a determination. or could have made a determina
dence,ward division and numbering, recall, ballot preparatioq, it the parties had properly presented the disputed matters to
electionadministration or conduct @fections is contrary t0 18w he hoard for its consideration. The court shall summarily hear
or the oficial has abused the discretion vested in him or her by Ig)q determine all contestéssues of law and shallfiam, reverse

with respect to any such mafténe elector may file avritten o mqogify the determination of the board, according due weight
sworn complaint with the board requesting that tieeief be {4 the experience, technicabmpetencand specialized knowl

requiredto conform his or her conduti the law be restrained edgeof the board, pursuant the applicable standards for review
from taking any action inconsistewith the law or be required to ¢ agency decisions under227.57

correctany action omecision inconsistent with the law or any
abuseof the discretion vested in him or her by lahe complaint
shall set forth such facts as are within the knowledigtne com
plalnant to Sh.OW pr.Obable cause to be“eye that a VIOIatlon_ of Ia\Aphe plaintiff’s failure to comply with the method of review prescribed by this sec
or abuse of discretion has occurred or will occline complaint  tion deprived the circuit court of jurisdiction to hear the plafrgibriginal action
may be accompanied bgelevant supporting documents. Theegardingelection irregularities. KuechmannhaCrosse School District,70 Ws.
boardmay conduct a hearing on the matter in the manner pfd 218 487 N.W2d 639(Ct. App. 1992).
scribedfor treatment of contested cases unde2fif it believes . . .

5.061 Compliance with federal Help AmericaV ote Act.

suchaction to be apprqprlate. . ) . (1) Wheneverany person believes that a violation dfeTlll of
(2) No person who is authorized fie a complaint under sub. p | 107-252has occurred, is occurring, orfsoposed to occur

(1), other than the attorney general or a district attomey com ith respect to an election for nationdicé in this state, that per

mencean action or proceeding to test the validity of any demsmgbnmay file a written, verified complaint with the board.

action or failure to act on the part of any electiofiail with (2) If the board receives motkan one complaint under sub.

respect to anynatter specified in sulfl) without first filing & 1) elatingto the same subject mattére board may consolidate
complaintunder sub(1), nor prior to dlsp_osmon of the comph_suntthe complaints for purposes of this section

by the board. A complaint is deemed disposed thieifboard fails - (3) A complainant under subl) or any of the complainants
to transmit an acknowledgment of receipt of the complaint within p y p

5 business days from the date of its receipt or if the board cdh @ consolidated complaint under s¢).may request a hearing
cludesits investigation without a formal decision. andthe matter shall then be treated as a contested case under ch.

(3) A complaint under this section shall be filed promply S227, exceptthat the board shall make a final determination with

g X he merits of th mplai i ision within
asnot to prejudice the rights of any other party no case may Pespectto the merits of the complaiand issue a decision withi

! . D~ L .9 89 days of the time that the complaint or gagliestof any com
a complaint relating to nominations, qualifications of candlda% 4 b y

(10) This section doesot apply to matters arising in connec
tion with a recount under 8.01
istory: 1983 a. 4841985 a. 182.57; 1985 a. 3041989 a. 192

. ) aintswas filed, unless the complainant, or each of any complain
or ballot preparation be filed later than 10 days after the compl P Y b

A tswhose complaints are consolidated, consents to a specified
antknew or should have known that a violation of law or abuse I8 gerperiod.

discretionoccurred or was proposed to occur (4) If the board finds the complaint to be without merit, it shall

_(4) Theboard mayon its own motion, investigate and deterigg e decision dismissing the complaint. If the board finds that
minewhether any election fitial, with respect to any matter con e yiolation alleged in the complaint hascurred, is occurring,

cerningnominations, qualifications of candidates, voting qualifir s proposed to occuthe board shall order appropriate relief,
cationsincluding residence, ward division and numbering, recagycepthat the board shall not issue any order under this subsec
ballot preparation, election administration or conduct of electiongyn affecting the right of any person to hold an electiviicefor
hasfailed to comply wittthe law or abused the discretion vestedffectingthe canvass of an election on or after the date of that elec
in him or her by law or proposes to do so. tion.

(5) Uponreceipt of a complaint under siflh), orupon its own  History: 2003 a. 265
motion, the board may order any electiofficial to immediately
transferto its possession any origirddcuments in the custody of5.07 Action to compel compliance. Whenever a violation
the official which the boardinds to be necessary and relevant tof the laws regulating the conduct of elections or election- cam
permitreview of compliance with the laws concerning nomingpaignsoccurs or is proposed to ocgtire attorney general or the
tions, qualifications of candidates, ward division and numberingistrict attorney of the county where the violation occurs or is pro
recall or ballot preparation or the propadministration of such posedto occur may sue for injunctive relief, a writ of mandamus
laws. or prohibition, or other such legal or equitable relief as may be
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appropriateto compel compliance with the lawNo bond is their ability toelect representatives of their choice. If the popula
requiredin such actions. tion of a ward has increased above the maximum of its population

History: 1973 c. 3341983 a. 484.136m Stats. 1983 s. 5.071985 a. 304 rangeor if the population of a ward must decreased for a reason
. ) . specifiedin this paragraph, the ward shall be divided into 2 or
5.08 Petition for enforcement. Any elector mafile a vert  morewards in compliance with sug2) (b). If the population of
fied petition alleging such facts as are within his or her knowledg&yard has decreased below the minimum of its population range
to indicate that an electionfafial has failed or is failing to comply o if the population of a ward must be increasedfazason speci
with any law regulating the conduct of elections or election-caffied in this paragraph, the ward shall, if possible, be combined

andrequesting that an action be commenced for injunctive religfjoiningward shall be combineahd together subdivided into 2
awrit of mandamus or prohibition or other such legal or equitablg more wards in compliance with su@).

relief as may be appropriate to compel compliance withaive (b) Exce : . -
" SR e pt as authorized in syB) (a) within 60days after the
The petition shall be filedvith the district attorney of the countyreceiptof a tentative supervisory district plan and written state

wherethe violation or proposed action inconsistent with this chaﬁ]ent if any, from the countyboard of each county in which a

teroccurs or is proposed azcur The district attorney may then A h Mt
commencehe action or dismiss the petition. If the district attormunl(:'paIlty Is located, thegoverning body of the municipality

neydeclines to act upon the petitionibthe district attorney fails shalladjust its wards according to thehedule shown in Su).

- o - All territory contained within the municipalitand only the terti
to act upon the petition within 15 days of the date of filing, the pe bry S0 co)llqtained, on August 1 foIIowir?g t"?é year )c/)f the federal

tionermay file the same petition with the attorney general, W@ cennialcensusshall be contained within a ward. Except as
mﬁythgnlcomm4egce the action. authorizedin sub.(2), each wardshall consist of whole blocks.
istory: 1983 a. 48 To suit the convenience of the voters residing therein each ward
5.081 Petition for enforcement of voting rights. The shall,as far as practicable, be kept compact and observe the com
slomeygenerl shall accep  verfed pellbam anyperson Y 3 1S e e oot o
alleging failure to comply with section 2 of the federal votingn€nts. Al y Within g ' p
rights act,42 USC1973(a) and (b). The attorney general mayslandterritory as defined in sutg) (f) 3. Enactment oadoption
commencean action or proceeding in any court of competeﬁf a division ordinance or resolution requires tiragtive vote
jurijsdiztzioLr} S?Cr:] fg?;lf)of 3n()l/J )electqr Ioft tgis state whose righ&f ?cl;]alTor::aty VS;:(;]: g;g:)lla;;lsegf l;I;/e rgz\:iecrirg)lglggb:\iymmg - odies
under a) an are violated.
History: 1985 a. 312 underthis section orthe basis of the published results of each fed
NOTE: This section, ceated byl985 Ws. Act 312 and s.1 of that act, entited  eraldecennial census of population shall govern the adjusthent
“Legislative findings and intent”, first apply to alteration of district boundaries supervisonydistricts under $9.10 (2) (ajpnd(3) (b) and of alder
made to reflect population changesidentified in the 1990 federal decennial cen L ' :
SUS. manic districts under §2.08 (1)for the purpose of local elections
beginning on January 1 of the 2nd year commencing after the year
5.09 Certification of documents. Whenever the board of the census until revised under this section on the basis of the
authorizedor required to make a certification of any document iresultsof the next decennial censuspafpulation unless adjusted
the custody of the board, and the authority to make the cettifiaandersub.(2) (f) 4, (6) (a)or (7), or unless adjusted, asratter
tion is lawfully delegated to the executive directbe executive of statewide concern, in the enactment of legislatligtricts
director may personally othrough an employee authorized byunderarticle IV, section 3, of the constitutiamn the basis of the
the director affix his or her signature by means of a stampmostrecent decennial census of population.

machineimpressionreproduction print or similar process. This (d) Every ward shall bavholly contained within a single
section does not apply to certificates of election. county.

History. 1977 c. 4271985 a. 304 (2) (a) Except as required by péd), no cityelecting its com

5.10 Presidential electors.  Although the names of the elec MON council at lage in which the total population is less than
torsdo not appear on the ballot and no reference is made to th&rf00,andno village or town in which the total population is less
avote for the president and vice president named on the Isallof'@n 1,000 is required to be divided into wards under this section,
avote for the electors of the candidates for whom an elsatote Rutanysuch city village or town may divide itself into wards if

is cast. Under ch& to 12, all references to the presidential electhe creation of wards facilitates the administration of elections.
tion, the casting of votes and the canvassing of votes for presid&}t Village or town located in a county having only one town is
or for president and vice president, mean véeshem through 'eduiredto be divided into wards under this section.

their pledged presidential electors. (b) 1. In any city in which the population is at least 150,000,
History: 1973 c. 334.2; Stats. 1973 s. 5.10977 c. 261979 c. 89311 eachward shall contain not less than 1,000 nor more than 4,000
inhabitants.
5.15 Division of municipalities into ~ wards. (1) (a) 2. In any city in which the population is at 1e88t000 but less

Every city, village and town in this staghall by its common codn than 150,000, each ward shall contain fests than 800 nor more
cil or village or town board, respectivebe divided into wards as than 3,200 inhabitants.

providedin this section, excems authorized in sulf2). The 3
bounéiarlespf thg twar%s estglbllsh_e? ugdgrtthtl)s section, and & &1 000 but iess than 39,000, each ward shall contain not less
numberassigned t@ach ward, are intended to be as permanentga 600 nor more than 2,100 inhabitants.

possible,and to this end each wastall when created contain a . . . L
populationata convenient point within the applicable population 4. In any city village or town in which the population is less
rangeunder sub(2) (b), with due consideration for the knownth@n10,000, each ward shall contain not less than 300 nor more
trendsof population increase or decrease within that part of tff#2n1,000 inhabitants. . _
municipality in which the ward isocated. Once established, the (bm) Every city electing the members of its common council
boundariesof eachward shall remain unchanged until a furthefrom aldermanic districts shall assemble the blocks wholly er par
decenniafederal census of population indicates that the pepulé@lly contained within the city into wards that will enable the cre
tion of a ward is then above or below the applicable populati@tionof aldermanic districts that are substantially equal in pepula
rangeor until the ward boundaries are required to be changed!@.

permitcreation of supervisory or aldermanic districts of substan (c) If the population of a block exceeds the maximum pepula
tially equal population or to enhance the participation of membeien for a ward otherwise specified in this subsection, such block
of a racialor language minority group in the political process arghall be constituted a ward by itself, except théiefpopulation

In any city village or town in which the population is at
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of a block substantially exceeds the populatibproposed alder (5) Whena town isdivided into wards, the annual town meet
manicdistricts in a city so that, if the block were to constitute ang and special town elections shall be held at the first ward.
aldermanic district, the populations of the aldermanic disfiricts  (6) (a) Followingany municipality-wide special federal een
the city would not be substantially equal, the city shall divide thgusof population, the governing body of thrinicipality in which
block to permit assembly into wards that will enable creation gfe special census was held mdpy ordinance or resolution,
aldermaniddistricts that are substantially equal in population. adjustthe ward boundaries, but no ward lagjustment may cross
(cm) Any division of blocks under this section shalldssed the boundary of an assembly district. The municipal clerk shall
onthe best evidence available. In this paragraph, “best evident@hsmitcopies of the ordinance or resolution in compliance with
includes,but is not limited to, the population of the block and othexub.(4) (b).
informationreceived from the U.Sbureau of the census and such (b) No later than 60 days before each September primary and
dataas number of housing units, utility connections and vehicigneralelection, and no later than 30 days before each other elec
registrationsor a special census conducted localpr each ward tion the governing body of any municipality may by resolution
soestablished, the population estimsitall be correlated with the combine2 or more wards for voting purposesfacilitate using
results of the most recent federal decennial census, so that the ggammon polling place. Whenever wards are so combined, the
populationreported for all wards in the municipality agrees witlriginal ward numbers shall continue to be utiliZedall official
the census results. purposes.Except as otherwise authorized under this paragraph,
(d) Every municipality shalinake a good faith fefrt to accom  every municipality having a population of 35,000 or more shall
modatethe tentative plan submitted by the county or counties imaintainseparate returns feach ward so combined. In munici
which it is located under £9.10 (2)(a) or (3) (b) 1, and shall palities having a population of less than 35,000, the governing
divide itself into wards in such a manrteat will permit the cre  body may provide in the resolution that returns shall be main
ation of county supervisory districts in accordance withgbpu  tainedonly for each group of combined wardsany election.
lation requirements for thplan specified in $9.10 (2) (apr(3) Whenevera governing bodyrovides for common ballot boxes
(b) 1. and ballots or voting machines, separate returns shall be-main
(e) Notwithstanding pab), if territory is detached from a cjty tainedfor each separate ballot required undeb$2and5.64at
village or town after adoption of a decennial ward plan, and tfee September primargnd general election. The municipal clerk
remainingportion of the ward to which it was attached falls belowhalltransmit a copy of the resolutionttee county clerk of each
the prescribed minimum populatidor the applicable range, the countyin which the municipality is contained. In municipalities
remainingportion of the population may be constituted a ward Bjaving a population of less than 35,000, the resolution shall
itself. remainin effect for each election until modified or rescinded, or
(f) Notwithstanding par(b), any city village or town may until a new division is made uno!er this section. .
establisha ward below the prescribed minimum population for the (7) If a new town is createat if part of a town is annexed to
applicable rangevhenever the proposed ward is established undgity or village during a decennial period after the period for ward

par.(a), (d) or () or whenever the proposed ward contaioely: ~adjustmentsunder sub(1) (b), the town board oény town to

which territory is attached or from which territory is detached,
the county in which the major part of the municipality is locatedVithoutregard to théime provisions of sul{1) (b), may by ordi

o B nanceor resolution, adjust the wards in that town, but no ward line
2. That part of a cityvillage or town belonging to a school

district other than thechool district to which the major part of thet%(j\fvl;]sirlréwt:ﬁguc:f;?smﬁ Egupe%?r%gf(?rréiﬁzf]ir:%l? ?elztoﬁ[ﬁtt?on
municipality belongs. P

makingthe adjustment in compliance with s b).
3. Island territory containing eesident population. In this g ) P ) (b)

subdivision, “island territory” means territory surrounded byW (8) Until divided, all elections are held in the established

water,or noncontiguous territory which is separated by the-terfi ards.
’ History: 1971 c. 304s.3t05, 29 (2) 1977 c. 26418, 427,449, 1979 c. 2601981

tory of another municipality or by watesr both, from the major ¢ 45521010, 18 1981 c. 3141983 a. 29192, 442 1983 a. 484%s.8¢, 174 1983

partof the municipality to which it belongs. a.538 1985 a. 3045.81010,12; 1987 a. 3911991 a. 5143 315, 1993 a. 2131995
4. New territory which becomes a part of a citiflage or &20% 1999a. 182
) ry p 'Cw g City and county apportionment is discussed. ©Gftyanesville vRock County

town after the adoption of a decennial ward plan. 107 Wis. 2d 187319 N.w2d 891(Ct. App. 1982).
i 1 ich The court properly voided the city’plan and adopted the coursyplan, even
(ggl.lfha block IS. a.ECtleg by gn anﬂexatl%rép(geta%hmb(alnt I\thlﬁthoughthe county did not adopt the plan within 60 dayseafiving census data.
establishes municipal boundary that subdivides the block, theountyof La CrosseCity of La Crosse108 Ws. 2d 560322 N.W2d 531(Ct. App.
municipalitiesin which the block is contained shall incorporate9s2).

ly th ti f the block contained within their boundaries i .
?hne?/rwgrgoglfnns? © block confained within their boundaries @.18 Enforcement of division requirement. If any

o . . unicipality fails to comply with s5.15 the countyin which the
4) (a) The division ordinance or resolution shall number LT P
wa(rd)sig t)he municipality in whole numbers in consecutive ordeig unicipalityis located or any elector of the municipality may-sb

P : : it to the circuit court for any county in which the municipality
beginningwith the number one, shall designate the polling IOIa??located within 14 days from the expiration of the 60—day period
for each ward, and shall describe ioeindaries of each ward con unders.5.15 (1) (b)a proposed plan for the division of the munici
sistentwith the conventions set forth in4&003 The ordinance o prop P

. . - lity into wardsin compliance with this section. If the circuit
or resolution shall be accompanied by a list of the block numb(g rtfinds that theexisting division of the municipality into wards
usedby the U.S. bureau of the census that are wholly or partly cq&

tainedwithin each ward, with any block numbers partly .Contai.ne%5 gspgi;:igr?eel);mtgff;%gag osr?gtl)ll éer\]/(')?ivgetrt]g fr:gnmsuunﬁgg;ﬁ?yb% ay
within a ward identified, and a map of the municipality whic romulgatethe plan, or any other plan in compliance with. 85

illustratesthe revised ward boundaries. asa temporary ward plan for the municipality to remain feaf

(b) Within 5 daysafter adoption or enactment of an ordinancgpj| superseded by a ward plan adopted by the governing body in
or resolution under this sectiaie municipal clerk shall transmit mpliancewith s.5.15

onecopy of the ordinance or resolution to the county clerk of eachyigiory. 1985 a. 304s.9, 11, 12.

countyin which the municipality is contained, accompanied by T

the list and map specified in pg@). If the population othe 5.25 Polling places. (1) All elections under ch&to12 shall
municipality exceedd.0,000,the municipal clerk shall furnish be held at thepolling places provided in this section. The places
onecopy to the legislative reference bureau at the $iame Each chosenshall be public buildings, unless the use of a public build
copy shall identify the name of the municipality and the county amng for this purpose is impracticable or the use afoapublic
countiesin which it is located. building better serves the needsloé electorate, as determined by
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the authority chaged with the responsibilitior establishing poll voteson the machines are permitted in the voting area. Except
ing places under suk?2). whereassistance is authorized, only one eleata time is per

(2) In cities over 500,000 population, polling shall be at th@ittedin a voting booth or machine.
placesestablishedby the board of election commissioners. Inall (5) AcTiviTies RESTRICTED. No polling place may be situated
othercities and irvillages and towns, polling shall be at the placeso as to interfere with or distract electiorficials from carrying
establishedy the governing body outtheir duties. The municipal clerk and election inspectors shall
(3) Polling places shall be established for each Septeprber preventinterference with and distraction of electors at polling
mary and general election kast 60 days before the election, anglaces.

for each other election at least 30 days before the election. (6) PosTINGREQUIREMENTS. (&) At each polling place in the
(4) (a) Each polling place shall be accessible to elderly aséate the municipal clerk oboard of election commissioners shall
handicappedndividuals. post the following materials, positioned so that they nisy
NOTE: Par. (a) is amended eff. 1-1-06 bg003 Wis. Act 265to read: readily observed by electors entering the polling placeaiting
(a) Each polling place shall be accessible to all individuals with disabilities. in line to vote:
The board shall ensue that the voting system used at each polling place will per 1. The relevant portions of the voting instructions in the type

mit all individuals with disabilities to vote without the need for assistancand B notice for the election as specified irl6.02 (3)and for each
with the same degee of privacy that is accorded to nondisabled electors voting P . . e .
at the same polling place. This paragrapldoes not apply to any individual who  F€ferendunon the ballot, the text of the type C notice specified in
is disqualified from voting under s. 6.03 (1) (a). s.10.01 (2) (¢)
(b) In any jurisdictiorthat is subject to the requirement under 2. A copy of the election fraud laws provided in2.13 (1)
42 USC 1973aa-1to provide voting materials in any languageand(3) (intro), (d), (), (9), (k). (L), (0), (q), (1), (u), (v) and(x),
otherthan English, the board shalhsure that the voting systemtogetherwith the applicable penalties provided ir8.60 (1)
usedat each polling place that jurisdiction is in compliance with  2m_ Generainformation prescribed by the board on federal
42USC 1973aa-1a laws relating to election fraud anmiisrepresentation in federal
(c) The board may exempt a polling pldoem the require elections.
mentof par (a) in accordance with guidelines prescribed by rule 3 Tyo sample ballots prepared undeb $6 (2)

of the poard. ) led off b 4. The dateof the election and the hours during which the
NOTE: Par. (c) is repealed eff. 1-1-06 bg003 Ws. Act 265 polling place is open.

(d) No later than June 30 of each odd—numbered, yBar 45 |nsiryctions prescribed by the board for electors for whom
boardshall submit aeport on impediments to voting faced byqengficationis required under €.36 (2) (c) 2.
elderly and handicapped individuals to the approp ding 4b. General informatioprescribed by the board concerning

committeef the legislature under $3.172 (3) In preparing its S - . .
reportunder this paragraph, the board shall consult with approp‘fPtmg rights undelpplicable state and federal laws, including the

ate advocacy groups representing the elderly and handicapﬁ'éﬁthc’dc’f redress for any alleged violations of those rights.

populations. 5. Any other voting information directed to be posted by the
(5) (a) Except as authorized in péb), all electors within a °02rd- , _ _
ward shall vote at the same polling place. (b) At each polling place in the state where a consolidated bal

t under s5.655is used or an electronic voting system is utilized
ata partisan primary election incorporatingpalot upon which
ﬁ)ectors may mark votes for candidates of mbas one recog

ized political party or forcandidates of a recognized political

rty and independent candidates, the municipal clerk or board of

(b) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners
amunicipality in which an elderly or handicapped electsides
may reassign the elector to a polling place within the municipali
otherthan the polling place servittige electdss residence in order

to permit the elector to utilize a polling place that is accessibleRg"Y b= . TR
elderly or handicapped individuals electioncommissioners shall prominently post a sign in the form
: escribedby the board warning electors in substance that on any

(c) The electors of more than one ward in the same mummp%.iluot with votes cast for candidates of more than one recognized

ity may vote at a single polling place. political partyor any ballot with votes cast for candidates of a rec

a5 Y50 o 1652006 1 15ma005 . see” 083 8. 5371985 2. 30BIZ198T - ognizedpolitical party and independent candidates, no votes cast
for any candidates for partisarfiog will be counted unless a pref

5.35 Polling place requirements. (1) NATIONAL FLAG. On erencefor a party or for the independent candidéesade. If the

election days, every polling place shall properly display thelectordesignates a preference, only votes cast for candidates of

nationalflag during all hours the polls are open. that preference will be counted.

(2) VorinG BooTHs. Thereshall be one voting booth for every History: 1975 c. 85199 1977 ¢ 427197 ¢ 260311, 355 1981 c. 420; 1983

200 electors who voted dhe last general election. The booths™ " T ' ' '

shallhave a surface on which to write or work and b&cehtly F
X

X .36 Notice of voting by individuals with disabilities.
enclosedto assure privacy for the elector and anyone lawful ny individual with a disability mayotify a municipal clerk that

assistinghe elector while marking the electballot. heor she intends to vote at a polling place on election day and may

(3) BaLLoT BOXES. Where the voting procedure makes it-neGequestthat aspecific type of accommodation be provided that
essarythere shall be a separate ballot barxeach form of ballot wil| facilitate his or her voting.

ateach polling place. There shall be a suitable lock and key fogistory: 2003 a. 265

each,and an opening no tger than is stitient to receive aingle

ballot or a single folded ballot if the box is used for deposit &.37 Voting machine requirements. (1) Voting machines

paperballots. If the electors of more than one ward use the saghll give every elector a reasonable opportunity to votengr

polling place, there shall be separate ballot boxes provided for g&sonfor anyoffice and on any proposition the elector is entitled

electorsof each ward, unless combined ballot boxes are authg vote on, assure privacy to the elector so no one will know how

rizedin accordance with $.15 (6) (b) theelector is voting or has voted, preclude the electors from voting
(4) Lavout; orGaNizaTION. All voting booths and machines for persons or propositions upon whitttey are not entitled to

shallbe placed apart from other activities in the polling place, witlote and from voting more than once for the sanfie@br on the

their exteriors infull view of the election dicials. Only the sameproposition. Voting machines shall be constructed to lock

properelection oficials, persons observing the proceedings undsothey cannot be manipulated, tampength, or show the num

s. 7.41, persons assisting voters unde682 (2)and electors berof votes registerefbr any candidate or proposition while vot

receiving, preparing or depositintheir ballots or casting their ingis in progress. The machines shall provide a method for elec
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torsto vote a straight party ticket, shall permit voting a split ticketndvoting booths for a specific election, and the board may grant
andshall record each vote cast. sucha request.
(2) When2 or more wards or aldermanic districts are joined (6) A municipality which utilizes voting machines or an elec
to use a voting machine, underssl5 (6) (b) the machine shall tronic voting system at a polling place may peruse of the
be constructed to allow the electors to votedthmominated can machinesor system by electors voting unde6 s.5only asauthe
didatesand issues for their aldermanic district or ward, but for ritzed under s6.15 (3)
other. (7) Whenevera municipality adopts and purchases voting
(3) For presidential electors ordevice shall be provided to machinesor an electronic voting system, or adopts and purchases
vote for all of one partys electoral candidates at the same tim@ different type of voting machine or electronic votisgstem
The device shall be opposite or adjacent to the names pathes ~ from the type it was previously using, timeunicipal clerk or
candidategor president and vice president. executivedirector of the municipal board of electloo_mm|$S|0H
(4) Voting machines may besed at primary elections Whenersshall promptly notify the county clerk or executive director of

; ; .. the county board of election commissioners and the executive
they comply WI’th subs(1) and(2) and the following provisions: directorofythe elections board in writing.
All candidates’ namesntitled to appear on the ballots at the pri istory: 1971 ¢, 304,29 (2) 1973 ¢. 12, 1977 ¢. 4271979 ¢, 235311, 355

mary shall appear on the machine; the elector cannot vote for COBY & 481085 5. S0AL08Y 3. 3011580 4. 1091693 4 3092008 5 265
didatesof more than one partywhenever the restricticapplies,
andan elector who votes for candidates of any party may not vote

for independent candidates at the September primary; the elector SUBCHAPTERII
may secretly select the party for which he or she wishes to vote,
or the independent candidates in the case of the September pri BALLOT FORM

mary;the elector may vote for as many candidates for edicle of

ashe or she is lawfully entitled to vote fdiut no more. 551 General provisions. (1) The type face used on all

(5) Polling places may have more than one voting maChin?Japerballots shall be easy to read, and the type rsiag be no

History: 1971 c. 304.29 (1) (2); 1977 c. 107427; 1981 c. 3141983 a. 484 i
10914, 3161999 &, 182 smallerthan 8 point.
State action in presidential candidate selection. 1976 WLR 1269. (2) Thepaper used for ballots shall be 35 pounds per ream for

sheets 24 inches by 36 inches. If #edént size sheet is used, the

5.40 Use of voting machines or systems. (1) Exceptas Weightper reanshall be proportioned accordinghyut shall meet
permittedin sub.(3) or as required in sub&) to (6), the govera thisstandard. This subsection does not apply to ballots used with
ing body or board of election commissionefgvery municipal €lectronicvoting systems.
ity with a population of 10,000 or more before July 1, 1995, or of (3) All paper ballots shall be of $iefent width and length to
7,5000r more thereafter shall require the use of voting machingvidespace for alimatter required to be printed on them. Except
or electronic voting systemnia every ward in the municipality at on ballots usedvith electronic voting systems, all ballot columns
every election. Any other governing body or board of electioshallbe separated by lines at least one-eighth inch in width.
commissionersnay adopt and purchase voting machines or elec (4) No stickers may be placed on a ballot by electidiciafs
tronic voting systemgor use in any ward in the municipality atexceptunder s7.37 (6) Any other stickers appliday them shalll
any election. not be counted.

(2) Only voting machines complying with $.37 or electronic (5) Eachofficial ballot shall beprinted on paper of uniform
voting systems approved unde5s91 may be used in an electioncolor. Different colors shall be used to distinguisice and ref
in this state. erendumballots and dierent colors may be used to distinguish

(3) Notwithstandingsub.(1), any municipality may elect to separateballots for diferent ofices. Sample ballots shaie
utilize paper ballots and voting booths instead of votiraghines printedon a diferent color paper than thefiefal ballots, and need
or an electronic voting system: not have the eqdorsement and certlflcate._

(a) For any territory which is included in a portion of a congres  (6) All candidates’ names for the samfoef shall be placed,
sional district, legislative district, county supervisodjstrict, Projectedor composed on the ballot in the same size, style and

schooldistrict, technical college district, sewerage district or-sal -o:lortof t?:pe'ﬁ ThlebStﬁ”? fand sizd typebsgagl ctcr)]nfck))rm Zubsctjan
tary district contained within the municipality for so long as th ally 1o the oficial ballot forms prescribed by the board under s.

numberof electors residing in the territory does not exceed 10 08(1) (a)

T "(7) In partisan primary elections, all ballots shall beunk
(b) Whenever the municipality recluded under §.23 (2) ( .
from clearing the recorders cm suficient number of voting form color and size, and the same type of paper shall be used for

: . all ballots.

machinedo serve the electors at the election. . - .

Wh h action i thorized und@rs (6 (8) Unlessotherwise specifically provided, the form of all-bal
(c) Whenever such action is authorized und@rs (6) lots shall conform to the ballot forms prescribed by Huard
(d) Whenever the municipal clerk or board of election conynders.7.08 (1) (a)

missionersreassignsin elector to a polling place other than the wistory: 1979 c. 260311 1981 c. 3771983 a. 484.174 1985 a. 3041987 a.

oneserving the electds residence under5.25 (5) (b) 391, 1999 a. 182

(4) Notwithstandingsub. (1), a municipality which utilizes . . . o
voting machines at a polling place shall not utilize a voting-22 Mgltl—lcandédateh elec“%?;& ; If mor:e than o_ne_lndQN_rd
machineto receive the ballot of an elector who receives assistaritd S [0 be elected to the sam rom the same jurisdiction

; or district, the ballot shall provide at the top of the column or to
(L;.r19d4.ers.6.82 (1) (a)or whose vote is challenged under@s92to theright of the row for that dite: “Vote for not more than ... can

L . . . . . didates.”.
(5) A municipality which utilizes voting machinesa polling History: 1985 a. 304

placeshall not utilize the machines to receive the vote of an elector

who declares to the chief inspector that, due to physlisability 553 voting machine ballots. (1) Voting machineballots

the elector is unable to depress a button or lever on a machingpa|ipe placed, projected or composed on a board or screen inside
(5m) Notwithstandingsub. (1), the governing body of a themachine, under §.64and may be arranged in either columns

municipality which uses voting machines or an electronic votingr rows. The type face shall be easy to read, and the type size may

systemmay petition the board for permission to use paper balldie no smaller than 8 point.
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(2) Where separate ballots are provided,ftnie names or  (1g) ScHooLDISTRICT. (@) There shall be a separate ballot for
guestionsshall be placed in separate columns or rows upon thehooldistrict oficers when s@equired, except as authorized in
machinesso they areoted on separatelgxcept as otherwise pro s.5.655

vided for referenda under 5.64 (2) (c) (b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the seat
History: 1979 c. 260311, 1981 c. 37%s.4, 5, 1999 a. 182 of the member elected at—¢gr to the board of school directors
. . shallbe placedn the dficial city primary ballot and, except as
5.54 Notice to electors. ~Every ballot, except a voting gthorizedin s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot giving the
machineballot, shall bear substantially the following informatiomhames of the candidates for any seat to be filethe board of
on the face: “NoTICE To ELECTORS: This ballot may be invalid gcpooldirectors from any election district. All names of candi

unlessinitialed by 2 election inspectors. If casteasabsentee bal qategfor the at-lage seat shall be placed in one or more separate
lot, the ballot must bear the initials of the municigierk or dep  -ojumnsor rows on the ballot.

uty clerk.” .
History: 1977 c. 4271979 c. 260311; 1983 a. 484.172 (3) 1985a. 3041989 (¢) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats shall

a.192 2001 a. 16104 bedetermined by the school district clerk or the executive director
of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of lots
5.55 Information. On everyballot, except a voting machine not later than the 2nduesday in Januargr the next daif the first
ballot, shall be printed “Gicial .... Ballot” or “Official .... Ballot Tuesdayis a holiday The method of determiningrrangement
for ....” followed by the designation of the polling place for whickhallbe the same as provided irbs50 (1) (b) Suficient space
theballot has been prepared, the date of the election, andithe shall be provided on the ballot for write—in candidates.
cial endorsemenrdnd blank certificates. The number of the ward (1r) TowN SANITARY DISTRICT COMMISSION. There shall be a
or wards or aldermanidistrict, if any and the name of the munici separatéallot for members of the town sanitary district commis
pality may be omitted in printing arstamped or written on the sion if commissioners are elected unge60.74and the bound
ballotsat any location which is clearly visible at the option of thgriesof the district are not coterminous with one or more towns,
county clerk. Printed information and initials shall appear on ta&ceptas authorized in $.655 Candidategor different seats
backand outside of the ballot. shallbe listed in separate columns or rows if more than one seat
History: 1985 a. 3041997 a. 2501999 a. 1822001 a. 162003 a. 265 is contested in any election. Arrangementhef names on the bal
) lot shall be determined by the town clerk of the town whose board
5.56 Multiple columns and rows. Whenevethe number of of supervisors directs the electionttie same manner as provided
candidatesor any ofice requires the use afiore than one row or jn s.5.60 (1) (b)
columnon a voting machine or whenever tiécial or agency (2) STATE SUPERINTENDENTOF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION;JUDICIARY;

havingthe responsibilitgo determing ballot positions determine%OUNTY EXECUTIVE; AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS. There shall be one
thatthe number of candidates for afiad requires the use of moreseparateballot for state superintendent, judiciaficérs, county

thanone column on a ballot, thadficial or agency having such : :
responsibilityshall require that the rows or columns be rotated xggtijét]lvselengseé S|5n 9&1?22;?};3% S:peQVIlﬁmnegtogsogLéﬂ;?
sucha manner thaall rows are positioned on top, or all column ore the. béllot also shall include fcljwosre)fi&s under 38’]1 )
arepositioned to the left, in an equal number of wardslection nd (ém) The arrangement of names of candidate's for state
districts. If the number of wards and election districts in whicf P -arrang . A
voting for an ofice is conducted is not equalivisible, the posi superlntendenqustlce_, court of appeals_ judge and circuit court
tion of the rows or columns in the remaining wards or election diyg%eOShla” tt))egetermlned tbyft{\he board in tfhe mde}(rjm:er Sd%?nc'f'Ed n
tricts shall be determined by thefiofal or agency by the drawing >->: (1) (b) Arrangement of the names of candidatesumty
executive and county supervisor shall be determined thy

of lots. The number of columns or rows shall be determintb at . .
sametime that the positions of the candidateames are deter countyclerk or by the executive director of the county board of

minedfor each primary and election. electioncommissionerin the manner specified ins.60 (1) (b)
History: 1981 c. 37%.5. (2m) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE COMMISSION. Except as
authorizedn s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot for members
5.58 Spring primary ballots. At spring primary elections of the metropolitan sewerage commission if commissioags
the following ballots, when necessashall be provided fopach electedunder s200.09 (1) (am) with candidates for dirent
ward, except as authorized irbs655 Except as provided underseatsisted in separate columns or rows if more than one seat is
sub. (2r), only nonpartisan candidates nominated fdicefby contestedat any election. Arrangement of the names on the ballot
nominationpapers shall have their names placed on thieiadf shallbe determined by the board.
springprimary ballot under thproper ofice designation, but the  (2r) BALLOTS FORPRESIDENTIALVOTE. Except as authorized in
ballotsshall allow room for write—in candidates. s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot for each recognized politi
(1) MuUNICIPAL; COUNTY SUPERVISORBALLOTS. There shall be cal party filing a certification under 8.12 (1) listing the names
separateballots for municipaland county primaries, except asof all potential candidates of that party determined underg.
authorizedn s.5.655 andaffording, in addition, an opportunity to the votemimminate
(a) Forall cities the dicial spring primary ballot shall be anotherpotential. candidate by write—in vote or to vote for anunin
arrangecby the municipal clerk, using the samethod as that structeddelegation to the party convention. The order of such
usedby the board under 5.60 (1) (b) presiden_tiabandidates shall be determined by I_ot by or under the
(c) Towns and villages holding @rimary under s8.05shall Supervisionof the board. Each voter shall be given the ballots of
arrangethe ballot in accordance with the form prescribed by trfdl the parties participating the presidential preference vote, but
boardunder $7.08 (1) (a) which shall be the same form as-pro™May vote on one ballot only
vided in s5.60 (5)and(6), insofar as possible. (a) Except as authorized ins655 a separate ballot shall be
(1c) MuNiciPAL JUDGE. There shall be a separate ballot foProvidedfor use in each voting district.
municipaljudges if they are elected under$5.01 (4) except as (c) The official ballots for the presidential preference vote
authorizedin s.5.655 Arrangement ofhe names on the ballotshall be securely fastened together at the bottom. The party
shallbe determined by the county clerk or the executive directaceivingthe greatest number of votes for governor at the preced
of the county board of election commissioners of the county harg election shall have its ticket placed on top and the remaining
ing the lagestportionof the population in the jurisdiction servedparty ballots shall follow in the same mannék facsimile ballot
by the judge. noticeshall be published as provided irnl6.02
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(3) NAMES ON SPRING BALLOT. Only 2 candidates for state printedin the samdorm as prescribed by the board undet.88
superintendentfor any judicial ofice, for any elected seat on a(1) (a). City electionballots may vary in form to conform to the
metropolitansewerage commission or town sanitary district-contaw under which an election is held.
mission,in counties having a population of 500,000 or more only (a) No party designation shall appear on thigiaf ballot.

2 candidates for member of the board of supervisors within each,) The city clerk or executive director of the city electiom:

district, in counties having a population of less than 500,000 ondyissionshall arrange the fidial city ballot under s5.62 (4)
2 candidates for eaahember of the county board of supervisors (4) ScHooLDISTRICT. (a) There shall besgeparate ballot for

from each district or numbered seat or only 4 candidatesaltn -, gistrict dicers when so required, except as authorized in
2 members of the county board of supervisors from each distICE ==
whenever2 supervisors are elected to unnumbeests from the ™
samedistrict, in 1st class cities only 2 candidates for any ajelar
seat and only 2 candidates from any election district to be elec®
to the board of school directors, in school districts electing sch
boardmembers to numbered seats, or pursuant to an apporti
mentplan or district representation plan, only 2 school board ¢
didatesfor each numbered seat or within each district, and twi
asmany candidates as are to be elected members of other sc
boardsor other elective diters receiving the highest number o .
votesat the primary shall be nominees for thiicefat the spring  (C) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats shall
election. Only their names shall appean the oficial spring bal be dete(mlned by the school dlstnqt c_lerk or the executive director
lot. of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of lots
History: 1971 c. 3046108, 29 (2) 1973 c. 134243 1973 . 33457 (2 1973 hotlater than the 2nduBsday in Januargr the next daif the first
c.34Q 1975 c. 931977 c. 187272, 445 449 1979 c. 32221, 260, 1981 c. 20377 Tuesdayis a holidayif there is no primaryor not later than the 3rd
1983a. 4841983 a. 533.36; 1985 a.295.3202 (56) 1985 a. 89225 1985 a. 304 dayfo”owing the Completion Of the primary canvass if a primary

55.27, 27m, 155 1989 a. 192290, 1991 . 51993 a. 2661995 a, 16.2, 1995 a.  ; e
275.9145 (1) 1995 a. 201219, 1997 a. 351999 a. 15@.672 1999 a. 1822003 IS held. The method of determining arrangement shall beatine

(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the seat
dhe member elected at-g@r to the board of school directors
allbe placed on the fidial city ballot and there shall be a sepa
eballot giving the names of the candidates for any seat to be
ed on the board of school directors frany election district,
gxceptas authorized in §.655 Thenames of candidates for the
i—dprgeseat shall be placed in the same colamrow on the bal

a. 24ss.3, 4. asprovided in sub(l1) (b). Suficient space shall be provided on
the ballot for write—in candidates.

5.60 Spring election ballots. At spring elections théol- (4m) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGECOMMISSION. A separatdak

lowing ballots, when necessashall be provided for each ward,|ot shall list the names of all candidates for metropolitan sewerage

exceptas authorized in £.655 commissionseats, if commissioners are elected undéne.o9

(1) STATE SUPERINTENDENT; JUDICIARY; COUNTY EXECUTIVE  (11)(am) except as authorized ins655 The names for the dif
AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS. There shall be onseparate ballot for ferentseats shall be placed in sepai®imns or rows if more
state superintendent, judicial fifers, county executive andthanone seat is contested at any election.
county supervisorexcept as authorized ins655 For county (5) ViLLAGE. There shall be a separate ballot giving the names
supervisorthe ballot shall be prepared in accordance with.58  of all candidates for village fi€es, except as authorized in s.
(2) and59.10 (3) Arrangement othe names of candidates fors g55
county executive county supervisor and municipal judge, if the - 5) The ofices to be filled shall be arranged on thiécil bak
judgeis elected under §55.01 (4) shall be determined by the ot in’the order they are named in the statutes creating them. The
countyclerk or the executive director of the coubard of elec  3mesof the candidates shall be arranged by usingstrae
tion commissioners determining ballot arrangement undeb8. ethodas that used by the board undab.(1) (b). Suficient
(1c), in the manner prescribed in pe). spaceshall be left under eachfie for write—in candidates.

(a) The names of candidates for #ame dice shall be placed (b) Only persons nominated undeB5 shall be placed on

in the same column. No party designation may appear onfiéhe Qfe official ballots. If no nominations are made, the spaces for this
cial ballot. Unlessio candidate is certified to appear on the ballgffice shall be left blank.

for a state dice, a space shable provided on the ballot for electors (6) Town. (a) Except as authorized irs655 there shall be

tohwr#enlr: the name of afpertShOdel;(f)f eachioef, regardless of , qonarate ballot giving the names of all candidates for elective
whetherthere IS a primary for thatie. , _ town offices in the form prescribealy the board under .08 (1)

(b) The board shall certify the candidates’ namesd@silinate (3). There shall be 2 ballot forms. One ballot form shall be used
the official ballot arrangement for candidaties state superinten for the election of supervisors to numbered seats and one ballot
dent,justice,court of appeals judge, circuit judge and, if commigorm shallbe used for the election of supervisors to unnumbered
sionersare elected under 800.09 (1) (am) the metropolitan seats.On the ballot used for the election of supervisors to uAnum
seweragecommission. The arrangement of names of all ean@jeredseats, all supervisor candidates shall be listed together and
dateson the ballotwhose nomination papers are filed with thene yoting instructions shall state 6t for not more than. finsert
boardshall be determined by the board by the drawing of lots n@ymperof supervisors to be elected] candidates”. All towns shall
laterthan the 2nd Gesday in Januargr the next day if the first glecttheir supervisors to unnumbered seats unless the annual town
Tuesdayis a holiday Whenever a primary is held for arficé,  meetingadopts a plan to elect supervisors to numbered seats. The
a2nd drawing of all candidates for thaficé shall be held by or hamesof candidates for town fige shall be arranged by using the
underthe supervision of the board not later than the 3rd day felhmemethod as thatsed by the board under s(t) (b). A space
lowing the completion of th@rimary canvass to determine thespa|ibe provided under eactfiok on the ballot for a write=in can
arrangementf candidates on the election ballot. didate.

(c) When 2 or more judges of the same courtai®e elected, (b) Only the names of individuals nominated und&tGsmay

the official ballot shall contain the names of all Candidates, Sh@é p|aced on the &tial ballot. If no nominations for an e are
statethe number of judges to be elected and the number of-canghde the space for that fife shall be left blank.

datesfor whom each elector may vote. Each candidacy shall show(em) TOWN SANITARY DISTRICT COMMISSION. Except as autho
the branch being filled. :

o rizedin s.5.655 a separate ballot shall list the names of all candi
(2) MuniciPAL JUDGE. If the election is undes. 755.01 (4)  datesfor town sanitarydistrict commission seats, if commission
thereshall be a separate ballot listing the names of all of the-canglisare elected under&0.74and the boundaries of the district are
datesexcept as authorized in%655 not coterminous with the boundaries of one or more towns. The
(3) City. Except as authorized ins655 there shall be a sep namesfor different seats shall be placed in separate colwnns
arateballot giving the names of all candidates for citficefs, rowsif more than one seat is contested at any election.
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(7) RerFErReENDUMBALLOTS. Except as authorized in%.655  for each such party appearingtive same order in which the bal
thereshall be a separate ballot setting forth all propositions requits of the parties would appear under.gaj.

ing a vote in the form and manner provided b§.64 (2) (a) Except as provided ipar (b) and s5.64 (1) (e) 2.any
57.“{3‘;’;% 5315707- 301%57-2 ch7> %11452?1 EZQ} 1157791;-232316216%7%505 gﬁfzgﬁggﬁé political organization may be represented on a separate primary
a.484 1983 a, 533.36, 1985 4. 2%.3202 (56) 1985 a89 225 1985 a, 30428,  dallotor in one or more separate columns or rows on the primary
155, 1987 a. 3911989 a. 192290, 1993 a. 2661995 a. 16.2; 1995 a. 2011999  ballotas prescribed in sufl) (a)and in a separate column on the
a. #ﬁOS.GJZ 1|399 a. 1??2003 6;1 24 ected riaht of poliical - | generalelection ballot in every ward and election distriit.quat
ol e erademocrat pay has  proteted ot ofpolica asciaton a1 1Y for a separate ballot under this paragraph, the politiat-or
party'srules. Democratic Party of U.S.Wisconsin450 U.S. 1071981). nizationshall, not later than 5 p.m. on Junia the year of the Sep
temberprimary; file with theboard a petition requesting separate
5.62 September primary ballots. (1) (a) AtSeptember ballotstatus. The petition shall be signed by at least 10,000 elec
primaries,the following ballot shall be provided for the nominators, including at leasi,000 electors residing in each of at least 3
tion of candidates of recognizedlitical parties for national, state separateongressional districts. Thpetition shall conform to the
andcounty ofices and independent candidates for stdieesoin  requirement®f s.8.4Q No signature obtained before January 1
eachward, in the same form as prescribed by the board undeinsthe year of filing is valid. When the candidates of a political
7.08(1) (a) except as authorized ins655 The ballots shalbe organizationfiling a valid petition fulfill the requirements pre
madeup of the several party tickets with each party entitled to pagcribedby law they shall appear on a separate ballot or one or
ticipate in the primary under péb) or sub(2) having its own bal moreseparate columns or rows on the ballot for the period ending
lot, except as authorized ins655 The independent candidateswith the following general election.
for state dfice other than districattorney shall have a separate (b) Paragrapka) appliesto a party within any assembly district
ballot for all such candidatessunder s5.64 (1) (e) except as or county at any September primary election only if at least one
authorizedn s.5.655 The ballots shall be secured together at theindidateof theparty for any national, state or countfic quali
bottom. The party ballot of the party receiving the most votes fgies to have his or her name appear on the ballot under the name
presidentor governor at the last general election shalbn top  of that party within thaassembly district or countyThe county
with the other parties arranged in descending order based on thifk or county board oélection commissioners shall provide a
votefor president or governor at the last general election. The hadmbinedseparate ballot or one or more separate columns or rows
lots of parties qualifying under sut2) shall be placed after the on the ballot that will permit an electtw cast a vote for a write—in
parties qualifyingunderpar (b), in the same order in which thecandidatefor the nomination of any such party for each national,
partiesfiled petitions with the boardAny ballot required under stateand county dfce whenever that party qualifies to tepre
par.(b) 2.shall be placed next in ordeFhe ballotisting the inde  sentedon a separate primary ballot or in one or more separate col
pendentcandidates shall be placedthe bottom. At polling ymnsor rows under pata) but does not qualify under this para
placeswhere voting machineare used, each party and the mdeg@raph. The ballot shall include the name of each pauglifying
pendentcandidates shable represented in one or more separafgr a separate ballot or oe more separate columns or rows on
columnsor rows on the ballot. At polling places where an-elegne ballot under each fite, with the names of the candidates for

tronic voting system is used other than an electronic votiRgchsuch party appearing in the saoréder in which the ballots
machine each party and the independent candidates may be regfghe parties would appear under s{if).(a)

sentedn separate columns Or Tows on the ballot. (3) The board shall designate thefiofal primary ballot

(b) 1. Exceptas provided in sulddand s5.64 (1) (€) 3.every  arrangementor statewide dices and district attorney within each
recognizedpolitical party listed on thefficial ballot at the last prosecutoriatlistrict by using the same procedameprovided in
gubernatoriaklection whose candidate for any statewoie 5560 (1) (b) Oneach ballot and on each separate column or row
receivedat least 1%f the total votes cast for thafioé and, if the on the ballotthe candidates for fife shall be listed together with
lastgeneral electiowas also a presidential election, every recogne offices which they seek in the following order whenetese
nizedpolitical party listed on the ballot at that election whose cagffices appear on the September primary ballot: govelier
didatefor president received at least 1% of the total vote cast i%'hantgovernor attorney general, secretary of state, state trea
thatoffice shall have a separate primary ballot or one or s&pe gyrer,U.S. senatoiU.S. representative in congress, state senator
aratecolumns or rows othe primary ballot as prescribed in paryenresentativeo the assemhlydistrict attorney and the county
(2) and aseparate column on the general election ballot in eve&#i)ces. Below the names of the independent candidates shall

ward and election district.An omganization which was listed as peartthe party or principle of the candidates, if 2iny5 words
“independent’at the last general election and whose candidag%ess as shown on their nomination papersj

meetsthe same qualification shall receive the same ballot status

uponpetition of the chairperson and secretary of tigamization : . .
: A : shall designate thefafial primary ballot arrangement for all

to the bk(])_a;]d requesttldng I_sucth tsr:atus andfspeufyng_g theagt pa?@didateéilir?g nomination Sapersr,yin thatfafe ’

name,which may not duplicate the name of an existing pafty ) )

petition under this subdivision may be filed no later tBgmm. on (a) Within a county the county clerk shall arrange the names

2. Subdivisionl. applies to a party within any assemnyLdisUSinthhe same method as that used by the board unBlé0s(1)

trict or county at any September primary election d¢hdyt least (0). . L . .
onecandidate of the party for any national, state or coutigeof ~ (0) The county board of election commissioners in counties
qualifiesto have his or her name appear on the ballot under ff&vinga population of more than 500,000 shall preparefiie
nameof that party within that assembtjistrict or county The cial primary ballot. The commissioners .shagll arrange the names
Countyclerk or County board of election commissioners E‘h'a“ of all candidates fCEaCh dice whose nomination papers are filed
vide a combined separate ballot or onermre separate columnsat the county level, using the same method as that usbd dgc

or rows on the ballot that will permit an elector to cast a vote fipnsboard under $.60 (1) (b)

awrite—in candidate for the nomination of any such party for each (5) At the September primarsn elector may vote for the ean
national,state and county fi€e whenever that party qualifies to didatesof only one partyor the elector may vote for any thfe
berepresented on a separate primary ballot or in one or more sépdependentandidates for statefife listed; but the elector may
rate columns or rows under sutidbut does not qualify under this not vote for more than one candidate for a single®f A space
subdivision. The ballot shall include the name of each padlF  shallbe provided on the ballot for an elector to write in the name
fying for a separate ballot or one or more separate colummw/sr of his or her choice as a padgndidate for any €i€e, including
onthe ballot under eachfafe, with the namesf the candidates a party candidate of a paniyhose hame appears on the ballot, col

(4) Thecounty clerk or county boaf election commission
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umnor row designated for independent candidates, as providegarty who qualify to have their names appear on the ballot under
sub.(1) (b)or(2) (b), but no space shall be provided to write in ththe name of thaparty within that assembly district, the county
namesof independent candidates. clerk or boardof election commissioners shall provide a eom
History: 1971 c. 304s.12,29 (2) 1971 c. 3361973 c. 334.57;1975¢. 931977  binedseparate column that will permit an elector to cast a vote for
¢.107.427,1979 c. 26011, 328 1981 c. 3771983 a. 4841985a. 3041987 a. 391 g write—in candidate of any such party for each national, state and

1989a. 31 192 1991 a. 3161993 a. 1841999 a. 182 ' o )
Crgss ],’Qefeince: Sie afso s, E?Bd 6.04 iwzdm. code. countyoffice whenever that party qualifies to be represented in a

The filing of a proper petition by the requisite number of electors in a sena@@parat&olumn but doesot qualify under this subdivision. The
assemblypr congressional district will qualify the politicalgamization referred to - ballot shall include the name of each party qualifying for asepa
in the petition as a party entitled to a separate ballot within the specific district o ; ; ;
for all the state, congressional, legislative, and coufiiyesffor whichan elector of Fg{te column under each fmcfe_, with the names O.f the .Candldates
thatdistrict mayvote. The petition may be circulated commencing after any Noverfor €ach such party appearingtite same order in which the €ol

bergeneral election and ending on the June 1 immediately prior to the next succeathnsof the parties would appear under. gh}.
ing September primary61 Atty Gen. 41. . . . .

(eg) In the case of ballotinipr the ofices of president and vice
5.64 General election ballots. At general elections the fol presidentthe names of the candidates shall be placed in the col

lowing ballots, when necessashall be provided for each ward,Umnof the party that nominated them or if independent, ina col
(1) OFFICIAL BALLOT. Except as authorized 15.655 there umn designated independent. In each column there shall be one

shall be a separate ballot giving the names of all candidates choice for the elector to cast a ballot jointly for botfioes.

presidentand vice president and for statewide, congressitagpl, (€M) The names of the candidates for tHces of president
islative and county dices in the same form as prescribed by th@ndvice president certified under&16 (7)or filed under $8.20
board under .08 (1) (a) shallappear on the ballot in tfierm prescribed in §.08 (2) (a)

enames of the presidential electors for the candidates supplied

(a) The ballot shall permit an elector to vote a straight par derss.8.18 (2)and8.20 (2) (d)are not listed on the ballot but

ticket for president and vice president, whenehese dices are . X . . .
contestedand for all statewide, congressional, legislative a \:%eemrtﬂqrg;aﬁ?ﬁ%?:isam;grerséi%grﬁg}é)lgecstgjrim Is a vote
countyoffices, to votdor individual candidates for eachfioé or g ) p ) .
to vote fora person whose name does not appear on the ballot fof€S) The party candidates shall be arranged consecutively from
anyoffice. When voting for governor and lieutenant govertiar 0P o bottom based on the number of votes received by their
bailot shall permiginelector to vote only for the candidates on onBarty’scandidate for governor at the last election beginmiitiy
ticket jointly or write in the names of persons in both spaces. the party that received the most votes. The independent
(b) The names ofhe candidates on the regular party tiCketgres|dent—V|ce;£)reS|dent candidates shall be listed together in an
nominatedat the primary or replacements appoinieder s8.35 orderdrawn by lot by or under supervision of the board, following
(2) shall appear i separate column under the party designatiofjtderthe party candidatesilong with the names of the indepen
The columns shall be arranged from left to right accordingue, dentcandidates shall appear the party or principle of the €andi
basedon the number of votes received by each pautghdidate 9at€s.if any. in 5 words or less, as shown on their nomination
for president ogovernor at the last general election beginningapers.Folloy\{mg under the independent candidates, a siee
with the party that received the most votes.t right of the cel Pe 1€ft for writing in the names of a candidate for president and
umnsfor parties qualifying under 5.62 (1) (b)shall be placed the Vice President. _ _
columnsfor parties qualifying under 5.62 (2)in the same order  (f) In the casef balloting for the dfce of governor and lieu
in which the parties filed petitions with the board. Any columignantgovernorthe names of the candidatéeall be placed in the
requiredunder pare) 2.shallbe placed next in ordefo the right party column by which nominated or if independent, in a column
of the party columns shall be a column for the namésdefpen ~ designatedndependent. In each column there shall be one choice
dentcandidates for eachfife, or more than one column if the for the elector to cast a ballot jointly for botHicés.
first column does not provide $igient space for the names of all (g) Following under the independenandidates for each
suchcandidates. office, a space shall be provided for the elector to write in the name

(d) The ofices shall be arranged beginning with president arfd @ candidate of his or her choice for thdtoef
vice president or governor ariteutenant governprwhenever (2) RerFerenbumBALLOT. (am) There shall be a separate bal
theseoffices are filled, and then the remainindja#s in the order lot when any proposed constitutional amendment or athgr
designatedinder s5.62 (3) measureor question is submitted to a vote of the people, except

(e) 1. Except as provided in suldd.each candidate’name asauthorizedn s.5.655 The ballot shall give a concise statement
shallbe placed in the column of the party by which nominated of each question in accordance vitie act or resolution directing
if independent, in a column designated independent and alt cagdpmissiorin the same form as prescribed by the board under s.
datesfor the same dite shall appear within the same rowstbe 7.08(1) (a) The question may not be worded in such a manner
ballot. If a separate column is provided to write in the naafes asto require a negative vote to approve a propositiamn afirm-
any party candidatesinder subd2., the column shall appear ative vote to disapprovea proposition. Unless otherwise
beforethe column designated independent with the spaces pespresslyprovided, this ballot form shall be used ateddictions
videdto write in the namesf the candidates for each such partwhen questions are submitted to a vote of the people.
appearingn the same order in which the columns of their parties (c) The oficial referendumballot prescribed under this sub
would appear under pgb). Along with the names of the indepen section shall be utilizedt every election, except that the format
dentcandidates shall appear the party or principle of the canghall be altered to thextent provided or required by other laws
dates,if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nominatiogstablishingr authorizing referenda to be conducted. Except as
papers. Independent candidates for the same courfigeothall  authorizedn s.5.655 all referenda shall appear on a separate bal
belisted in the same manner in an order drawn by lot by or ungief, but more than one referendum question may appear on the
supervisionof the county clerk or boamf election commission  samereferendunballot whenever the questions are numbered and
ers.The board shall conduct a redrawing for purposet&rmin  all electors voting the ballot are entitled to vote upon all questions
ing the arrangement of independent candidates for stfiée of appearingthereon. When more than oseate referendum is
who appeared on the primary ballot in the manner provided ingiacedon the same ballathe board shall number the questions in
5.60 (1) (b) chronologicalsequence. If the legislature submits questions on

2. There shall be a separate column for the candidatzchf differentdatesthe board shall number the questions sequentially

party qualifying for that column under5.62 (1) (b)or (2), except basedon the date on which the questions are submitted by the leg
thatif, within any assembly district or counthere are no candi islature. Exceptas authorized in §.655 state and county refer
datesfor any national, state or countyfioé representing such a endashall appear on a separate ballot from municipapecial
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districtreferenda. The form of all referendum ballots shall be sukystemsand regular maintenance thereof shall be borne by the
stantially the same as that prescribed by the board uridd®@8g1) municipalitiesin which the boxes, booths, machinesgstems
(a). areused.

History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1977 c. 26427, 1979 c. 2601981 c. 79175 377, (2) Exceptas otherwise expressly provided, all costs for bal
3911983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 31192 1991 a. 31619992 182 |0t sypplies, notices and any other materials necessary inprepar
ing or conducting any election shall be paid for by the county or
‘[ﬂunicipality whose clerk or board of election commissioners is
responsibldor providing them. If a ballot is prepared foschool,
technicalcollege, sewerage or sanitary district, the district shall
pay for the cost of the ballot. If no other level of government is

5.655 Consolidated ballots. (1) Whenever a separatat involvedin a school, technical college, seweragsanitary dis
lot is required to be used, a municipality may use a single balffift election, the district shall pay for all costs of the ballots; sup
to facilitate the use of voting machines or an electronic voting sy&IeS; notices and other materials. If ballots, supplies, notices or
temor, if the municipality employs paper ballots, may use a co thermaterials are used for elections within more than one unit of
solidatedpaper ballot that is authorized under $ah. If a munie  |oc@l government, thecosts shall be proportionately divided
ipality uses a single ballot in lieu of separate ballots et Petweenthe units of local government involved in the election.
shallinclude a separate column or row for arfjcef referendum [N @ 1st class cinall costs otherwise attributable to a schuisi
or party for which a separate ballot is required by law and the W&iCt Shall be paid by the city . o
lot shall be distributed only to electors who are eligible to vote for (3) If voting machines are used or if an electronic voting sys
all of the ofices and referenda appearing on the ballot. temis used in which all candidates and referenda appear on the
(2) Whenevera municipality employingpaper ballots is S&me ballot, the ballots for all national, state and courfityesf
requiredto utilize separate ballots for certaifiiogs, referenda or @ndfor county and state referenda shall be prepared and paid for
partiesat an election, the municipalityay, with the approval of DY the county wherein they are used. If the voting machine or elec
the county clerk or board of election commissioners of eadfPnic voting systenballot includes a municipal or school, teehni
countyin which there is located any portiofithe municipality ¢l college, sewerage or sanitary district ballot, the cost of that
whereone omore electors reside, substitute a single consolidat@@tion of the ballot shall be reimbursedite county or paid for
paperballot or a ballot that is designed to be utilized with an-eleY the municipality or district, except as provided in a 1st cliigs
tronic voting system, ithe ballot contains all of the applicableSchooldistrict under sub2). o '
informationrequired to be provided for paper ballots at that-elec (4) Thecost of compensation of electiorfiofals and trainees
tion. shallbe borne in the manner provided ¥ 93

(3) The board shall prescribe notices and instructions to be (5) If a chage is made for the use of a polling place,ahage
givento electors who use a ballot that is authorized undef2ub. shall be paid by thenunicipality establishing the polling place

in lieu of any noticesind instructions that are applicable only ténders.5.25 (2)unless the polling place is used to conduct a spe
municipalities employing separate paper ballots. cial election that is called by a umf government other than the

History: 1999 a. 182 stateor the municipality establishing the polling place and the spe
cial election is not held concurrently with an election specified in

5.66 Number of ballots. (1) For local elections, where nec s.5.02 (5) (18), (21) or(22). In such case the clgarshall bepaid
essary,municipal clerks shall have digient ballots printecor by the unit of government that calls the special election.
otherwiseprepared whenever a voting system does not utilize (6) The clerk of each county or municipality shall submit an
printed ballots to assure a ballot for all electors or votinghvoice to the clerk of each municipality afistrict which is
machines.For all other elections the municipal clerks shall certifjesponsibldor payment of election costs under this section. The
to their county clerk, on the first daf the 2nd month preceding municipality or district shall make payment to the county or
themonth in which the primary is held, the approximate numbe@iunicipaltreasurer
of electors in the municipalityThe county clerk shall total these History: 1979 ¢. 260311, 355 1985 a. 3041993 a. 3991999 a. 1822001 a.
estimatesand order a sfi€ient supply to assure ballots fafl  16.
electorsand voting machines.

(2) Thecounty clerk or board of election commissiorshall
print asuficient number of sample ballots. The municipal cler|

or board of election commissioners shall print sample ball - . :
wheneverthe municipality prepares ballogider s7.15 (2) (b) qzﬁerthan 3 weeks before any election relating state or national

: : ice or statewide referendum, the county or municipal gheek
gLEics)h :”ak?;%\e/et;glrli?]ttsej Dgg&epfgqt%%r? g gggmggesgﬂ%ﬁdbg?%ﬂing the ballots shall submit one copy of each ballot to the board
lots shall be a reduced size diagram of the face of the boarc{? creview of possible errors. If the contractor preparing the bal
screeninside the voting machine with all candidates, issues a supplies proofs in advance of ballot preparation, the clerk

voting instructions as they wiippear on the fitial ballot. Sam  >Nal submlrthnet;:olfy of thﬁ prgoﬁs In Ileubpf'act:Jal l?allotg: g Ifa
ple ballots to be used with an electronic voting systenvtiich ~ YOUnNg machine pallot or other baliot combining focal candidates
ballotsthat are distributed to electors are used shall be an ac arleferenda with state or national candidates or referenda is used,

sizecopy of theballot. The clerk or board of election commission eentire ballot shall be submitted, but if ballots intended for dis
P y v ; tribution to electors are used, only those ballots relating to state or
grssfglrll(r;\f\llr;g jg&)bsagghsbzhﬁg&'?rt]r'&gi?;%?&%?&pgﬁcxérgitglynationaloffices and statewide referenda needblemitted. This

distributedto electors requesting them: 45% shall be settteo subsectiordoes not require delay of ballot distribution or mailing
municipalities,or, if the municipality prints ballots, 45% shall beOf absentee ballots. . . .
sentto the county for distribution to theectors; and 10% shall be  (2) Theboard shall review ballots and proof copies submitted
reservedo be sent tehe polling places by municipalities in pro undersub.(1) and shall notify the county and municipal clerk of

portionto the number certified in sufl) and made available to Ny €fTor as soon as possible but in no event later than 7 days after

5.65 Special referendum ballots.  Unless otherwise pro
vided, ballots for special referenda shall conform to the form
prescribedunder s5.64 (2) insofar as applicable.

History: 1983 a. 4841999 a. 182

5.72 Correcting ballot errors. (1) As soonas possible after
allotsare delivered to theounty clerk or to the municipal clerk
the municipality is preparing ballots undef7sl5 (2) but not

electorsat the polls on election day submission.The clerk is not required to correct a ballot error upon
History: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1983 a. 4841987 a. 3912001 a. 16 receiptof noticeof the errorunless ordered to do so under £8p.
' ' S ' ' ors.5.06 (6)

5.68 Cost of elections. (1) The cost of acquisition of ballot  (3) Wheneveranaffidavit is filed by the board or any elector
boxesand voting booths, voting machines or electronic votingllegingan error or omission in the preparation afadlot, the cir
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cuit court for the county where the ballot is proposed to be useither ballots under this chaptexcept that the information on the
or its presiding judge, by ordenay summarily require a countyballot need not be in separate columns or rows.
or municipal clerk to correct the errar show cause why it should  (3) If a municipality utilizes an electronic voting system in
notbe corrected and, by orderfterthe hearing, have the correc which ballots distributed to electors are employed, absdrake
tion made. lots may consisof ballots utilized with the system or paper ballots
History: 1979 c. 2601979 c. 315.19;1979 c. 355s.9, 10; Stats. 1979 s. 5.72; gandenvelopes voted in person in théic# of the municipatlerk

(4) In partisan primary elections, if a ballot contains the names

SUBCHAPTERIII of candidates of more than one party or the names of party candi

datesand independent candidati#éshall provide a space for elec
ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS torsto designate a party preference or a preference for the inde
pendentcandidates. Failure to designate a preference does not

5.76 Adoption, experimentation or discontinuance of invalidateany votes cast by an elegtexcept as provided in s.

systems. The governing body or board of election commissiory.50 (1) (d)
ers of any municipality may by ordinance or resolutiadopt, History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3041999 a. 1822001 a. 16
experimentwith, or discontinue any electronic voting system o .
authorizecby this subchapter and approved undér&lfor use 5.82 Write—in ballots. If the ballot employed by a municipal
in this state, and may purchase or lease materials or equipmenitfofloesnot provide a space for write-in votes, the municipality
suchsystem to be used in all or some of the wards within its jurighall provide a separate write-allot, which may be in the form
diction, either exclusivelyn combination with mechanical voting ©f & paper ballot, to permit electors to write in the names of persons
machines, or itombination with paper ballots where such ballot¥hosenames are not on the ballot whenever write-in votes are
areauthorized to be used. authorized.

History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 304 History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 3912001 a. 16

Cross Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, ¥/ adm. code.
5.83 Preparation for use of voting devices; compari -

5.77 Applicable procedures. (1) So far as applicable, the son of ballots. Where voting devices are used at a polling place,
procedureprovided for voting paper ballots applisben an elec  the municipal clerk shall cause the voting devices to be put in
tronic voting system employing the use ludllots distributed to order,set, adjusted and made ready for voting when delivtered
electorsis used. the polling place. Before the opening of the polls the inspectors

(2) Sofar as applicable, the procedure provided for votinghallcompare the ballots used in the voting devices with the sam
with mechanical voting machines applies when an electronic vpte ballots furnished and see that the names, numberig e
ing system employinghe use of electronic voting machines ishereonagree and shall certify thereto on forprsvided by the
used. board.

History: 1979 c. 31. History: 1979 c. 31.
Cross Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, ¥/ adm. code.

) ) . 5.84 Testing of equipment; custody of programs and

5.78 Voting booths. At polling places where an electronicpaliots. (1) Where any municipality employs electronic vet
voting system employing the use of ballots distributed to electqrgy system which utilizes automatic tabulating equipmeititer
is used, the municipality shall supply afsiént number of voting atthe polling place or at a central counting location, the municipal
boothsfor the use of electors as provided B85 (2) clerk shall, onany day not more than 10 days prior to the election

History: 1979 c. 31. day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have the equipment
tested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes cast for all
officesand on all measures. Public notice of the time and place
of the tesshall be given by the clerk at least 48 hours prior to the

5.79 Instruction of electors. At polling places wheran
electronicvoting system employing the uselllots and voting

devicesis used, the electioofficials shall ofer each elector o - .
: L ' : : : stby publication of a class 1 notice under@5in one omore
instructionin the operation of the voting device and ballot bem'?ewspaperspublished within the municipality if a newspaper is

the elector enters the voting booth. No instructions magiven ; : L ' .
: publishedtherein,otherwise in a newspaper of general circulation
afterthe elector has entered the voting booth, except as aurhor'g]geaein. The test shall be open to the Buglic. T%e test shall be con

unders.6.82 (2) All instructions shall be given by electiorfiof ductedby processing a preaudited group of ballots so marked as
icr:"’f[lﬁénpsolfﬁggapq;%gner that they may be observed by péeons to record a predetermined number of valid votes for eacili

History: 1979 . 31, 2001 a. 16 dateand on each referendum. The &l include for each fie

: U ' one or more ballots which have votes in excess of the number

5.80 Demonstrator electronic voting system. Whenan allowed by law and, for a partisan prir_nary election, one or more
electronicvoting system is used in a forthcoming election, th@allotswhich have votes cast for candidates of more than one rec
municipalclerk may provide, for the purpose of instructing ele@®gnizedpolitical party in orderto test the ability of the automatic
torsin the election, one or more demonstrator electronic votif@Pulatingequipment taeject such votes. If any error is detected,
systemausing the names of fictitious candidates or fictitious quee municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and correetrtbe
in which the election occurs. stich placement of a demonstratolating equipment isapproved by the clerk for use in the election.
takesplace it shall be made available at least 30 days before thd2) Beforebeginning the ballot count at each polling place or

election. atthe central counting location, the electiofioidils shall witness
History: 1979 c. 31. atest of the automatic tabulating equipment by engaging the print
) ) ing mechanism and securing a printedult showing a zero count
5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee bal -  for every candidate and referendum. After the completion of the

lots. (1) Whenever the statutes provide for the use of separgtgunt,the ballots and programs used shall be sealed and retained
ballotsor columns or rows for fites, parties oreferenda, and an ynderthe custody of the municipal clerk in a secure location.
electronicvoting system in which ballots are distributed to €lec nistory: 1979 c. 31; 2001 a. 16

tors isused at a polling place, a single ballot may be used for all

offices, referenda and parties. The ballot information, wheth&r85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of bal -
placedon the ballot obn the voting device, shall, as far as practiots. (1) At any pollingplace at which an electronic voting sys
cable,be grouped and orderedthe same manner as provided fotemis utilized, thefollowing procedures for receiving, counting,
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tallying and return of the ballots shall be used. Whenever paférd in the ward. The electionfafials shall initial the'Duplicate
ballotsare utilized at polling place in combination with ballotsDamaged Ballot” ballots, and shall place them in the container for
employedin an electronic voting system, the paper ballots shaéiturnof the ballots. Thefficials shall place “Damaged Ballot”

be deposited in a separate ballot box or boxes, according to Hadlotsand their envelopes in the “Original Ballots” envelope.

typesof ballots usedFor the purpose of transporting the ballots (4) The original ballots shall be preserved witie duplicate
or the record of theotes cast, the municipal clerk shall provideallotsand delivered by the inspectors to the municipal clerk. The
asecure container for each polling plad&. each polling place, officials shall then make out a slip indicating the number of-elec
the applicableportions of the procedure prescribed for initiatingors voting in person, number of absentee ballots deposited in the
the canvass under .51 (1)and(2) shall be performed, exceptballot box, andthe total number of electors of each ward served
thatno count of the ballots, except write—in votes and paper ballgig the polling place who voted at the election, which shall be
usedfor absentee voting and other purposes authorized by lafgnedby all the inspectors.
may be performeat a polling place if a central counting location gy | the municipality has designated a central counting loca
is designated for the counting of ballots at that polling place by thg, 1o pe used to count ballots unde7 &1 (1) the inspectors
municipality. shall count and deposit the paper ballots in the contaifiéye

(2) Theelection oficials shall examine the ballots ccord inspectorsshall then place the slip made out under §4itin the
of votes cast for write—in votes and shall count and tabulate #ntainer. The inspectorshall also place the tally sheet recording
write—invotes. When an electronic voting system is used whigfe write—in votes and other votes cast on paper ballots, and all
utilizesa ballot which iglistributed to electors, before separatingtherballots, or the record of the votesst on an electronic voting
the remaining ballots from their respective covering envelopesystermwhere no ballots are distributed to electors, in the container
the election oficials shall examine the ballots for write—in votesandshall thereupon immediately seal the container withdire
When an elector hasast a write=in vote, the electionfiofals  sive seal provided by the municipal clerk for the purpose in such
shall compare the write—in vote with the votes on the ballot igannerthat the seal completely covers the opening inctire
determinewhether the write—in vote results in an overvotesfty tainer,and each of the inspectors shall sign the seal. The “Defec
office. In case of an overvote for anyiog, the election dicials  tive Ballots” envelope, and “Original Ballots” envelope each shall
shallmake a true duplicate ballot of all votes on the ballot exceg securely sealed and the ftagend thereof of each signed by the
for the ofice which is overvoted, by using arfiofal ballot of that  inspectorsand returned to the central countingation with the
kind usedby the elector who voted the original ballot, and one &fox for return of the ballots, enclosed ballots and returns. There
the marking devices so as t@nsfer all votes of the elector exceptipon,the municipaktlerk or 2 of the election fi¢ials shall forth
for the ofice overvoted, to an 6€ial ballot of thatkind used in  with and by the most direct route transport the container and enve
the ward at that election. Unless electiofiaiéls areselected lopesto the central counting location designated byntluaicipal
unders.7.30 (4) (c)without regard to party fitiation, the election clerk. Unless election ditials are selected under&30 (4) (c)
officials shall consist in each case of at least one electfaiabf without regard to party éfiation, the election dfcials shall con
of each of the 2 major politicglarties, whenever fifials of both  sistin each case of at least one electidiciafl of eachof the 2
partiesare present. YWe—in votes shall be counted as providehajor political parties, wheneverfafials of both parties are pres
in s.7.50 (2) (d) The original ballot upon which there is an everent.
vote shall be clearly labeled “Overvoted Ballot” and the ballot SOHistory: 1979 c. 31; 1989 a. 1921997 a. 1272001 a. 16
produced‘Duplicate Overvoted Ballot”, and each shall bear the
sameserial number which shall be placed thereon by the electi®/86 Proceedings at central counting locations.
officials, commencing with number “1” and continuing consecy1) All proceedings at each central counting location shall be
tively for each of thévallots of that kind in that ward or electionunderthe direction of the municipal clerk or an electioficil
district. The election dicials shall initial the “Duplicate Over designatedy the clerk unless the central counting location is at
voted Ballot” ballots and shall place them in the container fahe county seat and the municipal clerk delegatesdsgonsibi
return of the ballots. The “Overvoted Ballot” ballots and theiity to supervise the location to the county clénkihich case the
envelopesshall be placed in tH®riginal Ballots” envelope. Bal proceedingshall be under the direction of the coualigrk or an
lots bearing write—in votes marked in the place designéitedd electionofficial designated by theounty clerk. Unless election
for and bearinghe initials of an election fi€ial and not resulting officials are selected undera30 (4)(c) without regard to party
in an overvote and otherwise complying with the election laws affiliation, the employees at each central counting location, other
to marking shall be counted, tallied, and thaites recorded on than any speciallytrained technicians who are required for the
atally sheet provided by the municipal clerk. Ballots and balloperationof the automatic tabulating equipment, shall be equally
envelopesshall be separated and bdillots except any which are divided between members of the 2 major political parties under s.
defective or overvoted shall be placed separétetlye container 7.30 (2) (a)and all duties performed by the employskall be by
for return of the ballots, along with the ballots marked “Duplicateams consisting of agual number of members of each political
OvervotedBallots”. party whenever sifitient persons from each party are available.

(3) The electionofficials shall examine the ballots to deter (2) At each central counting location, a team of electidin of
mineif any isdamaged or defective so that it cannot be counteihls designated by the clerk or othelection oficial having
by the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot is damagebargeof the location under sulfl) shall check theontainer
or defective so that itannot be properly counted by the automatieturned containing theballots to determine that all seals are
tabulatingequipment, thelection oficials, in the presence of wit intact, and thereupon shall open the contaicheck the inspec
nessesshall make a true duplicate ballot of all vatesthat ballot tors’ slip and compare the numbefrballots so delivered against
by using one of the marking devices so as to transfer all votegtod total number of electorsf each ward served by the polling
the elector to an dicial ballot of that kind used bthe elector who placewho voted, remove the ballats record of the votes cast and
votedthe original ballot in that election. Unless electidiic@ls deliverthem to the technicians operating the automatic tabulating
areselected under .30 (4) (c)without regard to party filfiation, equipment. Any discrepancies between the number of ballots and
the election dficials shall consist in each case of at least one eld@otal number of electors shall be noted on a sheet furnished for that
tion official of each of the 2 major political parties, whenevéir of purposeand signed by the electiorfiafals.
cialsof both parties are present. The original ballot shall be clearlyistory: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3041997 a. 1272001 a. 109
labeled“Damaged Ballot” and the ballsb produced “Duplicate
DamagedBallot”, and each shall bear the same number whiéh87 Tabulating votes. If a central counting location st
shallbe placed thereon by the electioficiéls, commencingvith  utilized, the procedure for tabulating the votes by the automatic
number“1” and continuing consecutively for the ballots of thatabulatingequipment shall be under the direction of the chief
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inspectorand shall conform to the requirements of dliéomatic (3) Exceptin primary elections, it enables an electovtte
tabulatingequipment. If any ballot is not accepted by the -autfor a ticket selected in part from the nominees of one ,pamtyin
matic tabulating equipment, the electiorfiofls shall make a part from thenominees of other parties, and in part from indepen
duplicateballot to replace that ballit the manner prescribed indentcandidates and in part of candidates whnesaes are written
s.5.85 (3) All proceedings at the polling place and at any centria by the elector

countinglocation shall be open to the public, but no person, except(4) |t enables an elector to vote for a ticket of his or her own
thoseemployed and authorized for the purpasey touch any selectionfor any person for any fite for whom he or she may
ballot, containey envelope, return or equipment. desireto vote whenever write-in votes are permitted.
NOTE: Section 5.87 is affected eff. 1-1-06 003 Ws. Act 265to read: (5) It accommodates aléferenda to be submitted to the elec
5.87 Tabulating votes. (1) If a central counting location is not utilized, the  tgrsin the form provided by law

procedure for tabulating the votes by the automatic tabulating equipment shall . . . . L.

be under the direction of the chief inspector andshall conform to the require- (6) The voting device or machine permits an elector fni-a

mentsof the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot is not accepted by the  mary election to vote for the candidates of the recognized political

o 6 replace that ballot I the manner pescribedin s 5.85 (3). All poceedings PATY/Or the independent candidates of his ordfaice, and the

at the polling place and at any central counting location shall be open to the pub aUt_oma“CtabUIatmg equipment or machine rejects any ballOt_On

lic, but no person, except those employed and authorized for the purpose, may Which votes are cast in the primary of more than one recognized

touch any ballot, container envelope, eturn or equipment. N political party exceptwhere a party or independent candidate des
(2) The board shall, by rule, pescribe uniform standards for determining the - jgnationis made or where an elector casts write—in votes for-candi

validity of votes cast or attempted to be castith each electonic voting system s .

approved for use in this state under s. 5.91. The rules shall apply only to situa datesof more than one party on a ballot that is distributed to the

tions that may arise in which the validity of a vote or attempted vote cast by an elector.

elec_tor utilizing a particular system cannot be determined under s. 7.50. (7) It permits an elector to vote at an electionall persons
History: 1979 c. 31; 1983 a. 4842003 a. 265 andoffices for whom and for which the elector is lawfully entitled

to vote; to vote for as many persons for dicefas the elector is

%ntitledto vote for; to vote for or against any question upon which

the elector is entitled to vote; aitdejects all choices recorded on
ballot for an dice or a measure if the number of choices exceeds
e numberwhich an elector is entitled to vote for on sudticef

5.89 Official return. The return produced by the automati
tabulatingequipment shall be appendecthe tally sheet by the
canvassersThe return constitutes a part of thfécial return for
the ward or election district. The municipal clerk shall check t
totalsshown by the return and, if it appears that tigeeasm obvious .
discrepancywi%/h respecto the numb?err) of votes cast in any warg' on such measure, except where an elector casts excess write=in
or election district, the clerk shall have the ballots for that ward %Qtesupon a pallot thatis dlstrlbutgd to. the elector .
electiondistrict publicly retabulated to correttte return. Upon _ (8) It permits an electoat a presidential or gubernatorial elec

History: 1979 c. 31. dentand vice president dor governor and lieutenant governor
respectively.

5.90 Recounts. Except as otherwise provided in this sub (9) It prevents an elector from voting ftte same person

chapterrecounts of votes cast on an electronic voting system shathrethan once for the samefiok, except where an elector casts

be conducted in the manner prescribed 8.81 If the ballots are excesswrite—in votes upon a ballot that distributed to the elec

in readable form, the board of canvassers may elect to recounttine

ballotswithout the aid of automatic tabulating equipment. If the (10) It is suitably designed fahe purpose used, of durable

boardof canvassers elects to ugomatic tabulating equipment,constructionand is usable safelgecurelyeficiently and accu

theboard of canvassers shall test the automatic tabuledjoip  rately in the conduct of elections and counting of ballots.

mentto be used prior to the recount as provided#n8s and then 11y |t records correctiyand counts accurately every vote

theofficial ballots or the record of the votes cast shall be recoun perly cast and maintains a cumulative tallytoé total votes

22;Cg?:é?gg:cctﬁggﬁmgbzﬂg'tgr?;ntthel?)raec;de'ﬂgg ’Jpgbt;%irge tthat is r_etrlevable in the event of a power outage, evacuation
A s RO . Y'malfunction so that the records of votes cast prior to the time

theinitials andother distinguishing marks, shall examine the b hatthe problem occurs is preserved

lots marked “Rejected”, “Defective” and “Objected to"deter P o P N .

mine the propriety of such labels, and shall compare the “Dupli (12) It minimizes the possibility of disenfranchisemeit

cateOvervoted Ballots” and “Duplicate Damaged Ballotgth electorsas the result of failure to understand the method of epera

their respective originals to determine the correctness of the dufiPn or utilization or malfunction of the ballot, voting device, auto

cates. matic tabulating equipment or related equipment or materials.
History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 391 (13) Theautomatic tabulating equipment authorized forinse
Cross Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, ¥/ adm. code. connectionwith the systenincludes a mechanism which makes

o _ the operator aware of whether the equipment is malfunctioning in
5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices and  sucha way that an inaccurate tabulation of thiges could be
equipment.  No baIIot,.votlngdewce, automatic tabulatlng obtained.
equipmentor related equipmerdand materials to be used in an (14) It doesnot employ any mechanism by which a ballot is

electronicvoting system may be utilized in this state unless it i§,nchedor punctured to record the votes cast by an elector
approvedby the board. The board may revoke its approval of a@ P Y

ballot, device, equipment or materials at any time for cause. No(19) It permits an elector to privately verifiye votes selected
such ballot, voting device, automatic tabuiating equipment & the glector before casting his or her ballot.
relatedequipment or material may be approved unlefisfitis NOTE: Sub. (15) is ceated eff. 1-1-06 b003 Ws. Act 265
the following requirements: (16) It provides an elector with the opportunity to change his
(1) It enables an elector to vote secrecy and to select the0f her votes and to correct any error or to obtain a replacement for
party or the independemindidates for whom an elector will votea Spoiled ballot prior to casting his or her ballot.
in secrecy at a partisan primary election. NOTE: Sub. (16) is ceated eff. 1-1-06 b003 Wis. Act 265
(2) Except at a primary election, it enables an elector to vote (17) Unlessthe ballot is counted at a central counting location,
a straight party ticket, but the automatic tabulating equipmeihtiincludes a mechanisfor notifying an elector who attempts to
countsthe vote of an elector who casts a vote for a candidate émstan excess number of votes for a simgffice that his or her
an ofice outside the straight party ticket for thafiad only. votesfor that ofice will not be counted, and provides the elector
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with an opportunity to correct his or her ballot or to receive afid93 Administration. The board may promulgate reasonable
casta replacement ballot. rulesfor the administration of this subchapter
NOTE: Sub. (17) is ceated eff. 1-1-06 by003 Wis. Act 265 History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 333.251 (1)

(18) It produces a permanent paper record of the vote cast b§ross Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, i/ adm. code.
eachelector at the time that it is cast that enables a manual count

or recount of the electts vote. 5.94 Sample ballots; publication. ~ When an electronic vot
NOTE: Sub. (18) is ceated eff. 1-1-06 b003 Wis. Act 265 ing system employing a ballot that is distributed to electors is
History: 1979 c. 31; 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3042001 a. 162003 a. 265 used the county and municipal clerk of the county and municipal
Cross Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, 18/ adm. code. ity in which the polling place designated for use of the system is

5.92 Bond may be required. Before entering into a contract/ocatedshall cause tbe published, in the type B notices, a true
for the purchase or lease of an electronic voting systeany bal ~ actual-sizesopy of theballot containing the names ofioés and

lots, voting devices, automatic tabulating equipment or relaté@ndidatesind statements of measures to be voted on, as nearly
equipmentor materials to be used in connectigith a system, aspossible, in the form iwhich they will appear on thefafial

any municipality may require the vendor or lessopitovide a per  ballot on election day The notice may be published as a newspa
formancebond with a licensed surety company as sugetgiran  perinsert. Municipal clerks may post the notice if the remainder
tgejngthe supply of additional equipment, parts or materials, pref the type B notice is posted.

vision of adequate computer programming, preventive sy 1979 . 31; 2001 a. 16

maintenanceor emegency repair services, training of election

officials and other municipal employees or provision of publi§ 95 Elector information. The board shall prescribe infor

educationamaterials for a specified period, or guaranteeing the.iion 1 electors in municipalities anzbunties using various
securityof the computer programs or other equipment or maten?}l/?)esof electronic voting systems to be published in lieu of the

to be utilized with the system farevent election fraud, or such. f fi ified in 1002 (3in t B nofi h
other guaranteeas the municipality determines to be appropriaté)formationspecified in s10.02 (3)in type B notices whenever
History: 1979 c. 31. thetype B notice information is inapplicable.

Cross Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, ¥/ adm. code. History: 1979 c. 31.
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