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PRELIMINARY DRAFT - NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION

1 AN AcT ...; relating to: damage to fish farms caused by otters.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
/ This is a preliminary draft. An analysis will be provided in the next version of
this draft.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 29.701 (4) of the statutes is created to read: %
29.701 (4) (a) An operator of a fish farm registered under s. 95.60, or an
employee of the operator, may capture or kill any otter on the fish farm that causes

damage to the fish farm including damage to any fish or fish eggs."/

(b) The department, upon request, shall reimburse an operator under par. (a)

~ O Ot s W

for the damage caused by an otter in an amount to be agreed upon between the

Ve
department and the operator. Notwithstanding s. 29.351, the department and the

O @

operator may agree to allow the operator to retain possession of the otter skin as full

v/

10 or partial reimbursement under this subsection.
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SECTION 1

(¢) The department shall make reimbursements under this subsection from the
appropriation under s. 20.370 (1)é1u).

SECTION 2. Initiaiapplicability.

(1) This act ﬁrst‘;/ applies to damage caused by an otter on the effective date of

this subsection.\/

(END)
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v
I have prepared this draft in preliminary form to give you an opportunity to make any
necessary changes before the draft is prepared in final form..”

As requested, this draft requires DNRVEO reimburse registered fish farm operators‘/fjor
damage caused by ottersY The draft spemﬁes that the amount of the reimbursement
is the amount agreed upon between DNR'and the fish farm operator." The draft does
not address the question of what happens if the parties cannot reach an agreement.

The draft specifies that DNR' yust reimburse the fish farm operator from the
appropriation under s. 20.370 (1) (mu) Is this the appropriation from which you would
like the reimbursement to be made?”

Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss these issues or if you have any
questions concerning this draft. v/

RNK



DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-0834/Pldn
FROM THE RNK:Imk:rs
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

January 19, 2005

I have prepared this draft in preliminary form to give you an opportunity to make any
necessary changes before the draft is prepared in final form.

As requested, this draft requires DNR to reimburse registered fish farm operators for
damage caused by otters. The draft specifies that the amount of the reimbursement
is the amount agreed upon between DNR and the fish farm operator. The draft does
not address the question of what happens if the parties cannot reach an agreement.

The draft specifies that DNR must reimburse the fish farm operator from the
appropriation under s. 20.370 (1) (mu). Is this the appropriation from which you would
like the reimbursement to be made?

Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss these issues or if you have any
questions concerning this draft.

Robin N. Kite

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266-7291

E-mail: robin.kite@legis.state.wi.us
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AN ACT to create 29.701 (4) of the statutes relating to: damage to fish farms

caused by otters.

Analysis by the LegislativekReference Bureau

This is a preliminary draft. An analysis will be provided in the next version of
this draft. .

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows: AN

A
\

.,

SECTION 1. 29.701 (4) of the statutes is created to read: \'\\
29.701 (4) (a) An operator of a fish farm registered under \Q\\95.60, or an
employee of the operator, may capture or kill any otter on the fish farn};é causes

damage to the fish farm including damage to any fish or fish eggs.
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SEcCTION 1

operator may agree to allow the operator to retain possession of the otter skin as full

or partial reimbursement under this subsection.
(¢) The department shall mi}{e reimbursements under this subsection from the
» 0L LB, j

=7
appropriatiow 20.370 (1) (mu).

SECTION 2. Initial applicability.

(1) This act first applies to damage caused by an otter on the effective date of

this subsection.

(END)
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INSERT ANALYSIS

Under current law, the department of agmculture trade and consumer

protection regulates fish farms.” A fish farm is a ) facility at which a person hatches

fish eggs or rears fish for various purposes including for introduction into the waters
of this state or for human consumption. L

This bill authorizes an operator of a registered fish farm, or the operator’s
employe @y to capture or kill any otter on the ﬁgrsh farm that causes ﬂamage to the fish
farm. The bill authorizes the operator 1‘,0?ﬁ pture I;I%ll the otter without obtaining
a license or permit from the department of patural resources (DNR). The bill also
provides that upon the request of the fish farm operator DNR must reimburse the
operator for any damage caused by the otter to the fish farm, including damage to
fish or fish eggs. Under the bill, the amount of reimbursement is determined by
agreement between DNR and the fish farm operator.
INSERT 1-9

(b) The department, upon request, shall reimburse an operator of a fish farm

s
registered under s. 95.60 for damage caused by an otter to the fish farm including
damage to any fish or fish eggs. The amount of the reimbursement shall be

determined by agreement between the department and the operator of the fish farm.



DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-0834/1dn
FROM THE RNK\;;t.:...
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

This redraft makes clear that a fish farm operator may kill or capture an otter without
a hunting or trapping license or permit from DNR. I have made some other minor
changes in this redraft for purposes of clarity only.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions concerning this draft.

Robin N. Kite

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266-7291

E-mail: robin kite@legis.state.wi.us
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February 24, 2005

This redraft makes clear that a fish farm operator may kill or capture an otter without
a hunting or trapping license or permit from DNR. I have made some other minor
changes in this redraft for purposes of clarity only.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions concerning this draft.

Robin N. Kite

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266-7291

E-mail: robin.kite@legis.state.wi.us
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