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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
ETF 8/9/2005

LRB Number 05-2810/2 Introduction Number AB-575 Estimate Type  Original

Subject

Protective occupation participant status for certain state social workers

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

AB-575 would authorize a Wisconsin Retirement System(WRS)employer to classify individuals employed as
social workers as protective occupation participants. Assumptions used in the preparation of this estimate
are as follows:

* Approximately 5,525 individuals are currently employed as social workers.

* Approximately 25% of individuals employed as social workers would be expected to generate inquiries to
the Department.

* Each of the approximately 1,400 WRS employers would determine which of the individual social workers
would be classified as a protective participant.

* Increasing the number of WRS participants classified as protective employees will increase the number of
claims filed under s. 40.65 - Duty Disability Program. Approximately 3.6% of the protective participants file a
duty disability claim sometime during their working career.

* Administrative costs associated with implementation would be approximately $58,300 to handle inquires,
training, publications, and information technology system changes.

* On-going costs related to this bill are related to processing the increased number of Duty Disability claims
expected as a result of increasing the number of individuals eligible for this program. Because it is unknown
how many social workers would eventually be classified as a protective participant, the program and
administrative costs associated with the Duty Disability program are indeterminate. Increase Duty Disability
program costs will increase both state and local government costs.

* This estimate relates only to the costs associated with administration and the Duty Disability program

costs. Program costs associated with the retirement benefit will be provided by the Joint Survey on .
Retirement Systems.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications

Program costs associated with the Duty Disability program under s. 40.65 are expected to increase over
time. These costs are paid by state and local government employers based on their claim experience.
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