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identifying children with disabilities.
Individuals with Asperger’s may have many
of the same social and behavioral
characteristics of those with autism, but
there is no clinically significant delay in
language or cognitive development. More
information on Autism Spectrum Disorders
can be found in Appendix A.

Range of treatments. While no
cure currently exists for any disorder on the

autism spectrum, there are numerous .

treatments  available  specifically  for
children. In addition, children with autism
often receive some of the same “related
services” that are provided to other special
needs children, such as occupational

therapy, physical therapy, speech therapy,
and adaptive physical education to help
them improve in specific areas of
development.

The recommended types and
intensity of treatment are dependent on both
the nature and severity of each individual
child’s condition. = Some of the more
intensive treatments are very expensive to

‘provide and can cost parents up to $80,000 a

year. More information on the types of
treatments available for children with autism
can be found in Appendix B. In addition,
Appendix C has a selected bibliography
referencing the resources used in compiling
this report.
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Ohio’s Autism Scholarship Program

Although the Autism Scholarship
Program was created in June 2003, time was
needed to establish procedures for its
operation. The Ohio Department of
Education (ODE)  made

2004. However, it was not until March 2004
that students began receiving services that
could be claimed for reimbursement, barely
a year ago. As a pilot project, the program
is scheduled to expire in June 2005. As
mentioned, the intended purpose of the
program is to offer a choice of special
education providers to parents of autistic
children.

Student eligibility

To be eligible for the Autism
Scholarship Program, a child must:

e Be between the ages of 3 and 21;

applications-
available to parents and providers in January

e Be enrolled in his/her school district of
residence in any grade from preschool
through twelve;

e Be identified under the category of
autism as defined by the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA); and

e Have a current  Multi-Factored
Evaluation (MFE) and an agreed upon
Individualized Education Program (IEP)
written by the school district of
residence.

In addition to these eligibility
requirements, there can be no administrative
or judicial mediations or proceedings
pending with respect to the content of the
child’s IEP. Parents who wish to participate
in the program must submit an application to
ODE.



Provider qualifications and accountability

To participate in the Autism
Scholarship Program, all private and
nonpublic school providers must first be
approved and registered by ODE. To
qualify, a provider must:

e Commit in writing to follow all rules
established by the State Board of
Education for the program;

e Meet the minimum standards of their
applicable professional organization;

o Maintain a location within the State of
Ohio, unless internet-based;

e Have, or be willing to obtain, a current
criminal records check for all individuals
responsible for the care, custody, or
control of participating students;

e Demonstrate fiscal soundness;

e Have at least one staff person with the
appropriate credentials to provide the
services that will be claimed for
reimbursement.  For example, if a
provider is providing and claiming
speech therapy, they would need a staff
person with credentials as a speech and
language pathologist;

e Meet all applicable state and local health
and safety codes;

e Provide a statement to the participating
parents and their school district of
residence that describes how student
progress will be measured and how
parents will be informed of that
progress; and

e Comply with state and federal laws
regarding the delivery of services to
children with disabilities.

There are 93 approved providers
participating in the program as of the first
quarter of the 2004-2005 school year.
Providers  attest to meeting these
requirements through the completion of a
written application and affidavit. ODE
reviews the provider application on a case-
by-case basis to ensure that there is at least
one staff member who has the necessary
credentials to provide the service(s)
identified on each student’s IEP.

Additionally, a registered provider
agrees to on-site monitoring visits upon the
request of ODE. To date, ODE has per-
formed approximately 20 on-site monitoring
visits.

As part of its on-going improvement
in the administration of the program, ODE
has modified the approval process for
providers participating in the program. For
the last part of the 2003-2004 school year,
ODE required providers to sign the affidavit
assuring that staff had the appropriate
credentials for the services provided and
called them upon receipt of their application
to discuss their credentials. Starting in the
2004-2005 school year, the application was
modified to include a page for providers to
list their credentials (e.g., license, certificate,
etc.).

Providers are accountable to parents
through regular reports detailing the child’s
progress toward his/her annual goals and the
extent to which progress is sufficient to
achieve those goals by the end of the year.




Providers are also required to send the same
progress reports to the child’s school district
of residence.

Refusal to provide progress reports
may result in the provider’s removal from
the program. If a district informs ODE that
a provider is not submitting regular progress
reports, ODE contacts the provider to
remind them of this requirement. To date,
no provider has refused to comply after
being contacted by ODE.

A list of all registered private and
nonpublic school providers is available from
ODE to any parent within the State of Ohio.
Public schools are not required to register as
an alternate provider. To date, however, no
public school is participating in the pilot
program.

School district responsibilities

Once a child’s parent(s) is notified
by ODE that he/she has been approved to
participate in . the Autism  Scholarship
Program, the school district of residence is
relieved of the federal mandate to provide a
Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)
for that child. In other words, students
participating in the Autism Scholarship
Program do not attend or receive services
from their school district of residence. It is
the responsibility of the child’s parent(s) to
make sure his/her IEP is implemented and
that the child’s educational needs are met.

The school district of residence,
however, maintains the responsibility for
providing  the initial  multi-factored
evaluation as well as all subsequent re-
evaluations required under IDEA, generally
done every three years. The district is also
responsible for the child’s annual IEP. It is,
~ therefore, important for school districts to

receive accurate and timely progress reports
from the child’s provider(s) in order to
fulfill these responsibilities.

Scholarship payments and funding for
special needs students

ODE deducts the payment for the
Autism Scholarship Program from state
funding for the school district of residence
and sends the payment to participating
parents. The scholarship payment cannot
exceed $15,000 annually per student.
Payments are made for only the services
specified in the child’s IEP. Such payments
will not cover costs related to services
provided to the child that are not specified in
the IEP or for associated costs of obtaining
services from the alternate provider.

To receive payment, a provider sends
cost statements, signed by the child's parent,
to ODE. Money is then transferred, up to
four times during the school year, from the
school district to the parent as reimburse-
ment for services received from the
provider. In some cases, parents pay the
provider up-front and wait for reimburse-
ment. In other cases, the provider waits for
payment until the parent receives the
scholarship amount from ODE. In the case
of a student receiving services from another
public district, ODE would make the
payments directly to that district. To date,
there are no school districts participating in
this capacity.

Funding of students with special
needs. In its simplest form, Ohio’s funding
for school districts includes both a “base
cost” amount for all students and a “weight”
added for students with disabilities. A
student with autism is given the highest
possible weight.

\



When the weighted amount is added
to the base cost, the maximum funding that
can be generated by a student with autism is
about $27,000 for school year 2004-2005.
However, there are no districts that actually
receive this amount from the state, because
both the base cost and the weighted special
education = amounts come from a
combination of state and local sources. The
portion that the state pays each district
depends on the district's local property
wealth.

For the wealthiest districts, little or
no state funding is contributed to these
amounts. On the other extreme, the state
paid 89% for the poorest district in 2004-
2005. Most of the 613 school districts
receive a state confribution between these
extremes. The state average is 49%. As a
result, districts receive varying amounts of
state funding for their students with autism,
but none receives the maximum of $27,000.

In the event that an autistic student
generates more base cost and weighted state
funding than the amount of the scholarship
paid to the parent, the school district retains
the balance. However, if the student does
not generate enough base cost and weighted
state funding for a district to cover the cost
of the scholarship, the difference comes out
of other state funds.

Funding adjustments. If a student
enrolls in a school district solely for the
purpose of participating in the Autism
Scholarship Program affer the official
enrollment count in October, ODE manually
adjusts that school district's average daily
membership (ADM) to reflect that student.
In this way, the district is credited with state
funding for the student prior to the

deduction for the scholarship payment.
%

In addition, school districts may
count preschool students participating in the
program in their regular enrollments, which
credits the district with regular state funding
for those students, rather than the unit
funding that is normally provided for
preschoolers.

Cost to the state. Because scholar-
ship payments are deducted from the state
funding of school districts, the program does
not require any additional state dollars for
students previously attending Ohio public
schools. However, there is a cost to the state
when “new” funding is required for students
who were not enrolled in a school district or
community school prior to participating in
the program. Additional state funding is
required for students:

e Previously enrolled in a private school;
» Home schooled; or

o New residents who move in from
another state.

It is also important to note that no
additional state funds or personnel were
allocated for ODE's administration of the
program.

Ohio Autism Task Force

In addition to the Autism
Scholarship Program, Am. Sub. H.B. 95 also
created the Ohio Autism Task Force. The
Task Force addressed the growing incidence
of autism in Ohio and developed
recommendations for improving the delivery
of autism services for adults and children.
More information on the Task Force and a
list of its recommendations can be found in
Appendix D. Information on other states’
efforts  regarding  special  education
scholarship legislation is in Appendix E.



WHAT IS THE AUTISM SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
guestions and Answers

What is the Autism Scholarship Program? In June of 2003, the Ohio General
Assembly established HB.95 Section 41.33 the Pilot Project Special Education
Schelarship Program (also known as the Autism Scholarship Program). The parent
of each qualified special education child, who wishes to have his/her child
participate in the Autism Scholarship Program, must complete and submit an
application to the Ohio Department of Education, Office for Exceptional Children
(ODE/OEC), in accordance with guidelines established by ODE/OEC. The program
offers the parent(s) of eligible children with autism the opportunity to chooese a
different implementer of the child’s individualized education program (IEP) other
than the child’s school district of residence. The scholarship shall be used only to
pay for services outlined on the child’s IEP.

What is the scholarship amount? Each scholarship shall be in an amount not to
exceed the lesser of the fee charged for the child by the special education program
or up to $15,000 per school year, whichever is less. Scholarships will be distributed
in periodic amounts.

Who is eligible to participate in the Autism Scholarship Program? Children or
youth, in preschool through grade 12 (age 3 through age 21), who have been
identified by their resident district as autistic, and for whom the district has
developed an IEP agreed upon by the IEP team are eligible. Children must be
enrolled in or eligible to enroll in the resident school district.

The preschool-age child must be identified through an evaluation process to
determine if the child has a disability under the category of autism, as specified in
IDEA. There must be documentation of a diagnosis of autism by a physician or
psychologist, using criteria outlined in the most recent edition of the Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual (DSM). The child must show deficits in communication and
adaptive behavior; and there must be at least three observations of the child that
document behavior consistent with autism conducted by a person knowledgeable
and experienced with autism, but who is not a member of the child’s family.

Children who are attending community schools or whose special education program
is provided through a contract, compact, or bilateral agreement between the school
district in which the child is entitled to attend school and another school district or
public provider are not eligible to participate in the Autism Scholarship Program.

How do I apply for the Autism Scholarship Program? A parent must complete and
submit an application to the ODE/OEC. If the application is approved, a letter of
approval will be sent to the parent.

Where can I use the Autism Scholarship funds? The Autism Scholarship Program
offers parents the opportunity to choose a different implementer of the child’s IEP




other than the child’s school district of residence. The choice of provider can be a
school district other than the child’s resident district; another eligible public entity
[e.g., a county board of mental retardation and developmental disabilities
(MR/DD)]; or a registered private provider who is registered/approved by
ODE/OEC.

How do I become an approved Registered Private Provider? To become
“registered”, the private provider or self-employed individual must submit a
completed application to ODE/OEC. If the application is approved, a letter of
approval will be sent to the private provider or self-employed individual.

If you have questions, please contact the Office for Exceptional Children at the Ohio
Department of Education. The phone number is 614-466-2650.



H.B.95 - 125“‘ Session
SECTION 41.33. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Entitled to attend school" means entitled to attend school in a school district under
section 3313.64 and 3313.65 of the Revised Code.

* (2) "Formula ADM" and "category six special education ADM" have the same meanings
as in section 3317.02 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Individualized education program" has the same meaning as in section 3323.01 of
the Revised Code.

(4) "Parent" has the same meaning as in section 3313.64 of the Revised Code.

(5) "Qualified special education child" is a child for whom all of the following conditions
apply:

(a) The school district in which the child is entitled to attend school has identified the
child as autistic;

(b) The school district in which the child is entitled to attend school has devclopf:d an
individualized education program under Chapter 3323. of the Revised Code for the child;

(c) The child either:

(i) Was enrolled in the school district in which the child is entitled to attend school in any
grade from preschool through twelve in the school year prior to the year in which a
scholaxship under this section is first sought for the child;

(n) Is eligible to enter school in any grade preschool through twelve in the school district
in which the child is entitled to attend school in the school year in which a scholarship
under this section is first sought for the child.

(6) "Registered private provider" means a noppublic school or other nonpublic entity that
has been approved by the Department of Education to paxt:tclpate in the program
established under this section.

(B) There is hereby establishcd the Pilot Project Special Education Scholarship Program.
Under the program, in fiscal years 2004 and 2005, the Department of Education shall pay
a scholarship to the parent of each qualified special education child upon application of
that parent pursuant to procedures and deadlines established by rule of the State Board of
Education. Bach scholarship shall be used only to pay tuition for the child on whose
behalf the scholarship is awarded to attend a special education program that implements
the child's individualized education program and that is operated by a school district other
than the school district in which the child is entitled to attend school or by another public



entity, to either of which under law the parent is required to pay tuition on bebalf of the
child, or by a registered private provider. Each scholarship shall be in an amount not to
exceed the lesser of the tuition charged for the child by the special education program or
fifteen thousand dollars. The purpose of the scholarship is to permit the parent of a
qualified special education child the choice to send the child to a special education
program, instead of, or in addition to, the one operated by or for the school district in
which the child is entitled to attend school, to receive the services prescribed in the
child's individualized education program once the individualized education program is
finalized. A scholarship under this section shall not be awarded to the parent of a child
while the child's individualized education program is being developed by the school
district in which the child is entitled to attend school, or while any administrative or
judicial mediation or proceedings with respect to the content of the child's individualized
education program are pending. A scholarship under this section shall not be awarded to
the parent of a child who attends a public special education program under a contract,
compact, or other bilateral agreement between the school district in which the child is
entitled to attend school and another school district or other public provider or to the
parent of a child who attends a community school established under Chapter 3314. of the
Revised Code. A child attending a special education program with a scholarship under
this section shall continue to be entitled to transportation to and from that program in the
manner prescribed by law.

(C)(1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Revised Code, a child for whom a
scholarship is awarded under this section shall be counted in the formula ADM and the
category six special education ADM of the district in which the child is entitled to attend
, school and not in the formula ADM and the category six special education ADM of any
other school district. :

(2) In each fiscal year, the Department shall deduct from the amounts paid to each school
district under Chapter 3317. of the Revised Code, and, if necessary, sections 321.24 and
323.156 of the Revised Code, the aggregate amount of scholarships awarded under this

4% section for qualified special education children included in the formula ADM and

category six special education ADM of that school district as provided in division (C)(1)
of this section. The scholarships deducted shall be considered as an approved special
education and related services expense for the purpose of the school district's compliance
with division (C)(5) of section 3317.022 of the Revised Code.

(3) From time to time, the Department shall make a payment to the parent of each
qualified special education child for whom a scholarship has been awarded under this
section. The scholarship amount shall be proportionately reduced in the case of any such
child who is not enrolled in the special education program for which a scholarship was
awarded under this section for the entire school year. The Department shall make no
payments to the parent of a child while any administrative or judjcial mediation or
proceedings with respect to the content of the child's individualized education program
are pending.



(D) A scholarship shall not be paid to a parent for payment of tuition owed to a ponpublic
entity unless that entity is a registered private provider. The Department shall approve
entities that meet the standards established by rule of the State Board for the program
established under this section.

(E) The State Board shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised
Code prescribing procedures necessary to implement this section, including, but not
Jirnited to, procedures and deadlines for parents to-apply for scholarships, standards for
registered private providers, and procedures for approval of entities as registered private
providers, The Board shall adopt the rules so that the program established under this
section is operational by January 1, 2004.

(F) The Legislative Office of Education Oversight shall conduct 2 formative evaluation of
the program established under this section and shall report its findings to the General
Assembly not later than March 1, 2005. In conducting the evaluation, the Office shall to
the extent possible gather comments from parents who have been awarded scholarships
under the program, school district officials, representatives of registered private
providers, educators, and representatives of educational organizations for inclusion in the
report required under this section.



AUTISM SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Section 67 of SE 189 As Enacted:

SECTION 67. That Section 41.33 of Am. Sub. H.B. 95 of the 125th General Assembly
be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 41.33. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Entitled to attend school” means entitled to attend school in a school district under
section 3313.64 and 3313.65 of the Revised Code.

(2) "Formula ADM" and "category six special education ADM" have the same meanings
as in section 3317.02 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Individualized education program" has the same meaning as in section 3323.01 of
the Revised Code.

(4) "Parent" has the same meaning as in section 3313.64 of the Revised Code.

(5) "Qualified special education child” is a child for whom all of the following conditions
apply: A

() The school district in which the child is entitled to attend school has identified the
child as aufistic; '

(b) The school district in which the child is entitled to attend school has developed an
individualized education program under Chapter 3323. of the Revised Code for the child;

(c) The child either:

(i) Was enrolled in the schoo] district in which the child is entitled to attend school in any
grade from preschool through twelve in the school year prior to the year in which a
scholarship under this section is first sought for the child;

(ii) Is eligible to enter school in any grade preschool through twelve in the school district
in which the child is entitled to attend school in the school year in which a scholarship
under this section is first sought for the child.

(6) "Registered private provider" means a nonpublic school or other nonpublic entity that
has been approved by the Department of Education to participate in the program
established under this section.

(B) There is hereby established the Pilot Project Special Education Scholarship Program.
Under the program, in fiscal years 2004 and 2005, the Department of Education shall pay
a scholarship to the parent of each qualified special education child upon application of



that parent pursuant to procedures and deadlines established by rule of the State Board of
Education. Each scholarship shall be used only to pay tuition for the child on whose
behalf the scholarship is awarded to attend a special education program that implements
the child's individualized education program and that is operated by a school district other
than the school district in which the child is entitled to attend school ez, by another public
entity’ a-gither-o hich-ynderls he-parent-is-reauiredtopayv-tuition-en-behalf-efthe
ehild, or by a registered private provider. Each scholarship shall be in an amount not to
exceed the lesser of the tuition charged for the child by the special education program or
fifieen thousand dollars. The purpose of the scholarship is to permit the parent of a
qualified special education child the choice to send the child to a special education
program, instead of;-or-in-addition-te; the one operated by or for the school district in
which the child is entitled to attend school, to receive the services prescribed in the
child's individualized education program once the individualized education program is
finalized. A scholarship under this section shall not be awarded to the parent of a child
while the child's individualized education program is being developed by the school
district in which the child is entitled to attend school, or while any administrative or
judicial mediation or proceedings with respect to the content of the child's individualized
education program are pending. A scholarship under this section shall not be awarded-to

i used for a child to attend a public special education
program that operates under a contract, compact, or other bilateral agreement between the
school district in which the child is entitled to attend school and another school district or
other public provider, or for a child to the-parent-of a-child-whe-attends attend a
community school established under Chapter 3314. of the Revised Code. However.
nothing in this section or in any rule adopted by the State Board of Education shall
prohibit a parent whose child attends a public special education program under a contract,
compact, or other bilateral agreement, or a parent whose child attends a community
school, from applving for and accepting a scholarship under this section so that the parent
may withdraw the child from that program or community school and use the scholarship
for the child to attend a special education program for which the parent is required to pa
for services for the child. A child attending a special education program with a
scholarship under this section shall continue to be entitled to transportation to and from
that program in the manner prescribed by law.

(C)(1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Revised Code, a child for whom a
scholarship is awarded under this section shall be counted in the formula ADM and the
category six special education ADM of the district in which the child is entitled to attend
school and not in the formula ADM and the category six special education ADM of any
other school district.

(2) In each fiscal year, the Department shall deduct from tbe amounts paid to each school
district under Chapter 3317. of the Revised Code, and, if necessary, sections 321.24 and
323.156 of the Revised Code, the aggregate amount of scholarships awarded under this
section for qualified special education children included in the formula ADM and
category six special education ADM of that school district as provided in division (C)(1)
of this section. The scholarships deducted shall be considered as an approved special



education and related services expense for the purpose of the school district's compliance
with division (C)(5) of section 3317.022 of the Revised Code.

(3) From time to time, the Department shall make a payment to the parent of each
qualified special education child for whom a scholarship has been awarded under this
section. The scholarship amount shall be proportionately reduced in the case of any such
child who is not enrolled in the special education program for which a scholarship was
awarded under this section for the entire school year. The Department shall make no
payments to the parent of a child while any administrative or judicial mediation ox
proceedings with respect to the content of the child's individualized education program
are pending.

(D) A scholarship shall not be paid to a parent for payment of tuition owed to a nonpublic
entity unless that entity is a registered private provider. The Department shall approve
entities that meet the standards established by rule of the State Board for the program
established under this section.

(E) The State Board shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised
Code prescribing procedures necessary to implement this section, including, but not
limited to, procedures and deadlines for parents to apply for scholarships, standards for
registered private providers, and procedures for approval of entities as registered private
providers. The Board shall adopt the rules so that the program established under this
section is operational by January 1, 2004,

(F) The Legislative Office of Education Oversight shall conduct a formative evaluation of
the program established under this section and shall report its findings to the General

_ Assembly not later than March 1, 2005. In conducting the evaluation, the Office shall to
the extent possible gather comments from parents who have been awarded scholarships
under the program, scbool district officials, representatives of registered private
providers, educators, and representatives of educational organizations for inclusion in the
report required under this section.

SECTION 68. That existing Section 41.33 of Am. Sub. H.B. 95 of the 125th General
Assembly is hereby repealed.

SECTION 69, The amendment by this act of Section 41.33 of Am. Sub. H.B. 95 of the
125th General Assembly, and the items of which the amendment is composed, are not
subject to the referendum. Therefore, under Ohio Constitution, Article II, Section 1d and
section 1.471 of the Revised Code, the amendment of that section, and the iteros of which
that amendment is composed, go into immediate effect when this act becomes law.
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. Grant, Peter

From: Moore, Kevin

Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2005 1:10 PM
To: Grant, Peter

Subject: RE: Autism Draft

please feel free to call LFB. | think they count them becuase they are still obligated to do the IEP, but | am not a
education expert by any stretch of the imagination.

From: Grant, Peter
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2005 1:09 PM
To: Moore, Kevin

Subject: RE: Autism Draft

Sorry, I've been meaning to contact you. | have a question about counting the pupils in membership for state aid
purposes. it appears that in Ohio, a child for whom a scholarship is awarded is counted in the membership of the
school district that he or she is entitled to attend. Then the Department of Education deducts the amount of the
scholarship from the state aid that the school district is entitled to receive. | can't quite figure out why that makes
sense, or what would make sense in Wisconsin. I've been meaning to call the LFB about it. Would that be OK?

From: Moore, Kevin
Sent:  Thursday, March 31, 2005 10:53 AM
To: Grant, Peter
Subject: Autism Draft

Peter,

Wanted to get an update on the Autism bill draft, and a timeline on when we might be able to see some
language.

Thanks for your help.

Kevin Moore

Office of Rep. Kitty Rhoades
1-608-266-1526
1-888-529-0030 (Toll free)
1-608-282-3630 (fax)

www. legis.state.wi.us
Www. wisconsin.gov
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DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-2372/P1dn
FROM THE PGwljpg
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

April 5, 2005

You may wish to have the Legislative Fiscal Bureau or DPI review this draft. In
addition, please note the following:

1. The Ohio law provides that pupils receiving scholarships are entitled to
transportation. I did not include this, but it is an area that may need clarification. Who
should be responsible for transporting the pupil to and from school?

2. Under the draft, a scholarship pupil is counted for state aid purposes in the school
district in which her or she resides, and the school district’s state aid is reduced by the
amount of the scholarship. This patterned after the Ohio law. Because state aid is paid
on prior year data, however, there may be timing issues. For a pupil who receives a
scholarship in his or her first year of school, the state would reduce the school district’s
aid in that school year and pay state aid to the district for that pupil in the following
school year. ‘

3. We may need to add emergency rule-making authority to enable DPI to promulgate
the necessary rules before the 2006-07 school year.

4. Do you want to add an evaluative study to the program?

Peter R. Grant

Managing Attorney

Phone: (608) 267-3362

E-mail: peter.grant@legis.state.wi.us
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AN ACT to create 115.85 an}xé.OS (1) (a) 4. of the statutes; relating to: creating

the Autism ScholarshiﬁgProgram and granting rule-making authority.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, Whichwill be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

£ Ty F]

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 115.85 of the statutes is created to read:

115.85 Autism Scholarship Program. (1) In this section, “eligible autistic
child” means a child with a disability to whom all the following apply:

(a) The school district in which the child resides or that the child is attending
has identified the child as autistic.

(b) The school district in which the child resides or that the child is attending

has in effect for the child an individualized education program.
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SECTION 1

(¢) The child was enrolled in public school in the school year prior to the school

year in which a scholarship under this section is first sought for the child, or the child

is eligible to enter public school in the school year in which a scholarship under this

section is ﬁrst sought for the child.
./L ) E.yg as frovided wm Pe@ (B)A

2) I\/In the 2006-07 and 2007-08 school years, upon receipt of an application

from the parent of an eligible autistic child, the department shall award a

scholarship to the child. The scholarship may be used only to pay tuition for the child

to attend a special education program that implements the child’s individualized

education program and that is operated by a school district other than the school

district that the child is attending or in which the child resides, by another public

entity, or by a private provider approved by the department under sub. % The

amount of the scholarship shall be $15,000 or the actual tuition charged by the
special education program, whichever is less.

o W(a) The department annually shall decrease each school district’s state aid
payment under s. 121.08 by an amount equal to the aggregate amount of
scholarships awarded under this section to pupils included in the school district’s
membership under s. 121.05 (1) (a) 4. If the state aid payment under s. 121.08 is
insufficient to cover the reduction, the department shall decrease other state aid
payments made by the department to the school district by the remaining amount.

(b) The department shall ensure that the aid reduction under par. (a) does not

affect the amount determined to be received by a school district as state aid under

s 121.08 for any other purpose.

The department shall establish standards for the approval of private
3

prov1ders for the purpose of sub (2§ The department may not approve a private

oS



2005 — 2006 Legislature

SECTION 1
::: 1 provider unless the person providing special education or related services holds the
}j,\; ;‘:\ii appropriate license issued by the department.
R | 3 (5) The department shall promulgate rules to implement and administer this
2 4 section, including procedures and deadlines for scholarship applications, payment
5 schedules for scholarships, and standards for the approval of private providers under
@ sub. éj“@
7 SECTION 2. 121.05 (1) (a) 4. of the statutes is created to read:
8 121.05 (1) (a) 4. Pupils residing in the school district who are attending a
9 special education program operated by another school district, another public entity,
10 or a private provider as a result of receiving a scholarship under s. 115.85.
11

END-
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7.15 (5)

| emergency rules must expire in 150 da 75, unless
z extended for not more than 120.days under s.
g\227.24 (2) (a), stats., and becays€ expedited proce-

|

H
5

@ sed for temporary purposes only. If

requester intends emergency cover the
period before permanent rules take effect it may be
necessary to permit the emergency rules to remain

o the agency from making an eme:

3
in effect for longer than the perio atithorized under!
5. 227.24 (1) (c) and (2), s the draft ha‘s‘E
a significantly delayed date If you want | %
to require an agepey to promulgate rules immedi- |
ately but m,erge'iey condition exists, draft a i

c n the absence of an emergency ¢ and-e empt—
«eéncy finding
before promulgating the emergency rule. See
example 7.15 (5). If | an exemption
from emergency ' ‘Ocedures, add the appropri-
ate phrase, as ¢ in sub. (2) (e), to the relating
clause.

SECTI()N :
( 1

graph. Ve

before the eff

(b)

under this paragraph.

SECTION 7. Nonstatutory provxslons'

EXAMPL
Nonstatutory provisions; msu;ance
[EALTH INSURANCE RISK-SHARING PL,A‘I’\: RULES.

_Aa) The commissioner of insurance-$hall submit in proposed form the rules requi
619.115 of the statutes, as created By this act, to the legislative council staff undér section 227.15 (1)
of the statutes no later than th first day of the 4th month beginning after the §

(b) Using the pro dure under section 227.24 of the statutes, the edmmissioner of insurancé. may

promulgate rules réquired under section 619.115 of the statutes
f;fff\’rr: date of the rules submitted under paragraph4a), but not to exceed the period autho-

(3) of the statutes, the commissioner is not requjréd to provide evidence that promulgatirg 7 a
rulg-inder this paragraph as an emergency rule is necessary for the preservation of the pubh [
) ﬁ]th safety, or welfare and is not required to proyide a finding of emergency for a rule pr

rizec}x;(}er section 227.24 (1) (c) and (2) of the statutes.

rkforce development.

A5 (5)

fed under section

fective date of this para-
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twithstanding section 227.24 (1) (a), (2)
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gating a rule under this subsection a

;; Using the procedure under section 227.24 of the statutes, the
: ] atf{shall promulgate the rul€required under section 49.3&(1d)
of the statutes, as created by thls act for the perlod before the effectwe date of the permanent rule
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