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AN ACT to amend 20.485 (1) (gk), 36.27 (3p) (b) and 38.24 (8) (b); and to create
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certain veterans from tuition and fees at the University of Wisconsin System

and at technical colleges, information technology server and network
infrastructure staff in the Department of Veterans Affairs, and making an

appropriation.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Currently, the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) may expend only the
amount for DVA institutional operations (veterans homes) that is in the
appropriation account for those operations. Any excess funds that are not spent in
the fiscal year remain in the account. This bill allows DVA to transfer money from
the appropriation account for the institutional operations to the veterans trust fund
if the amount in that account during fiscal year 2006-07 is in excess of the amount

needed to fund the operations of the institutions during that fiscal year. The bill
limits the amount of this transfer to $25,000,000 (rrequires that-the trarsferred
Honeys-be dsed.onlyforloansan s Veterans_Persond S 3”-31‘*"'

Current law requires the U;\?ersity of Wiconsin (W System and each
technical college district board to grant to certain veterans who are residents of this
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state (for veterans benefits purposes) a remission equal to 50 percent of the cost of
tuition and fees at any UW institution or technical college for 128 credits or eight
semesters, whichever is longer. This bill grants full remission of fees.

The budget bill, 2005 Wisconsin Act 25, consolidated most state staff employed
in the area of information technology server and network infrastructure into a
central staff at the Department of Administration, including staff from the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

This bill reverses that consolidation for the Department of Veterans Affairs and
authorizes 3.29 FTE positions in the department.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 20.485 (1) (gk) of the statutes, as affected by 2005 Wisconsin Act 22,
is amended to read:

20.485 (1) (gk) Institutional operations. The amounts in the schedule for the
care of the members of the Wisconsin veterans homes under s. 45.50, and for the

payment of stipends under s. 45.50 (9), and for the transfer of moneys under s. 45.03

(20). All moneys received under par. (m) and s. 45.51 (7) (b) and (8) shall be credited

to this appropnatmn

et T T —

SECTION 2. 20 485 (2) (yL) of the statutes is created to read:

20.485 (2) (yL) Vdemkpersonal loans s program.” A's sum sufficient equal to tl’ie\}

amount transferred undgr 5-45.03 (20) for‘ ‘the. -purpose of making loans under thﬁﬁ;i

m‘ym

veterans personal 1oans program under S. 45 42

i

SECTION 3. 36.27 (3p) (b) of the statutes as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,

is amended to read:

36.27 (3p) (b) The board shall grant -a- full remission equal-te-100-percent of
nonresident tuition and-50-percent-of the, academic fees, and segregated fees charged

for 128 credits or 8 semesters, whichever is longer, less the amount of any academic
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fees or segregated fees paid under 10 USC 2107 (c) or 38 USC 3104 (a) (7) (A), to any
student who is a veteran.

SECTION 4. 38.24 (8) (b) of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,
is amended to read:

38.24 (8) (b) The district board shall grant full remission equal-to-50-percent
of the fees charged under sub. (1m) (a) to (c) for 128 credits or 8 semesters, whichever
is longer, less the amount of any fees paid under 10 USC 2107 (c) or 38 USC 3104 (a)
(7) (A), to any student who is a veteran.

SECTION 5. 45.03 (20) of the statutes is created to read:

45.03 (20) TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO THE VETERANS TRUST FUND. If the balance in
the appropriation account under s. 20.485 (1) (gk) is in excess of the amount needed
for the care of the members of the Wisconsin veterans homes under s. 45.50 and the
payment of stipends under s. 45.50 (9) during 2006-07, the department may transfer

the excess moneys to the veterans trust fund. The amount transferred under this
#16,000,000,

subsection may not exceedﬁ%ﬂmﬁ@@i f

loans-program WW

SECTION 6. Nonstatutory provisions.

(1) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (1) (gk), are increased for fiscal year 200607
by 1.51 PR positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.

(2) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (2) (u), are increased for fiscal year 2006-07
by 0.71 SEG positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and

network infrastructure staff.
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- (3) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (3) (s), are increased for fiscal year 2006-07
by 1.07 SEG positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.
SEcTION 7. Effective dates. This act takes effect on the day after publication,
except as follows:
(1) The treatment of sections 36.27 (3p) (b) and 38.24 (8) (b) of the statutes takes
effect on July 1, 2006.

(END)



[y

. . EH R
State of Wiscansin 4

2005 — 2006 LEGISLATURE | LRB-4475/3:
RPN/MGG/PG:kjf&ejs: x>

. TW jj o\ \WPO
2005 BILL IUOLL)

/ \

/ 1,000 ,000

/W

:1?;
\\

o

waw,{"“:l?

=
AN

yan
\
\

AN Act tZL/ end 20.485 (1) (gk) 36.27 (3p) (b) and 38.24 (8) (b); and o create
45. 03/(20) of the statutes; relatlﬂg to: the transfer of funds to the veterans
trust fund, exempting certain Veterar{s from tuition and fees at the University
of Wisconsin System and at technical éplleges, information technology server
and network infrastructure staff in the Department of Veterans Affairs, and

%

making an appropriation.

Analysis by the Legislative Re%erence Bureau

Currently, the Department of Veterans Aﬁ’aiirs (DVA) may expend only the
amount for DVA institutional operations (veterans homes) that is in the
appropriation account for those operations. Any excess funds that are not spent in
the fiscal year remain in the account. This bill alléws DVA to transfer money from
the approprlatlon account for the institutional operations to the veterans trust fund
if the amount in that account during fiscal year 200607 is in excess of the amount
needed to fund the operations of the institutions during that fiscal year. The bill
limits the amount of this transfer to $25

Current law requires the University of V@isconsm (UW) System and each
technical college district board to grant to certain veterans who are residents of this
state (for veterans benefits purposes) a remission equal to 50 percent of the cost of
tuition and fees at any UW institution or technical college for 128 credits or eight
semesters, whichever is longer. This bill grants full remission of fees.
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The budget bill, 2005 Wisconsin Act 25, consolidated most state staff employed
in the area of information technology server and network infrastructure into a
central staff at the Department of Administration, including staff from the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

This bill reverses that consolidation for the Department of Veterans Affairs and
authorizes 3.29 FTE positions in the department.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 20.485 (1) (gk) of the statutes, as affected by 2005 Wisconsin Act 22,
is amended to read:

20.485 (1) (gk) Institutional operations. The amounts in the schedule for the
care of the members of the Wisconsin veterans homes under s. 45.50, and for the

payment of stipends under s. 45.50 (9), and for the transfer of moneys under s. 45.03

(20). All moneys received under par. (m) and s. 45.51 (7) (b) and (8) shall be credited
to this appropriation.

SECTION 2. 36.27 (3p) (b) of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,
is amended to read:

36.27 (3p) (b) The board shall grant -a- full remission equalte-100-percent of
nonresident tuition and-50-pereent-of the, academic fees, and segregated fees charged
for 128 credits or 8 semesters, whichever is longer, less the amount of any academic
fees or segregated fees paid under 10 USC 2107 (c) or 38 USC 3104 (a) (7) (A), to any
student who is a veteran.

SECTION 3. 38.24 (8) (b) of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,
is amended to read:

38.24 (8) (b) The district board shall grant full remission equal-to-50-percent

of the fees charged under sub. (1m) (a) to (c) for 128 credits or 8 semesters, whichever



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24

2005 — 2006 Legislature -3 - RPNMG(}/PL&E?S;?%?Q

BILL SECTION 3

is longer, less the amount of any fees paid under 10 USC 2107 (¢) or 38 USC 3104 (a)
(7) (A), to any student who is a veteran.

SECTION 4. 45.03 (20) of the statutes is created to read:

45.03 (20) TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO THE VETERANS TRUST FUND. If the balance in
the appropriation account under s. 20.485 (1) (gk) is in excess of the amount needed
for the care of the members of the Wisconsin veterans homes under s. 45.50 and the
payment of stipends under s. 45.50 (9) during 2006-07, the department may transfer
the excess moneys to the veterans trust fund. The amount transferred under this
subsection may not exceed $16,000,000.

SECTION 5. Nonstatutory provisions.

(1) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (1) (gk), are increased for fiscal year 2006—07
by 1.51 PR positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.

(2) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (2) (u), are increased for fiscal year 2006-07
by 0.71 SEG positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.

(3) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (3) (s), are increased for fiscal year 2006-07
by 1.07 SEG positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.

SECTION 6. Effective dates. This act takes effect on the day after publication,

except as follows:
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(1) The treatment of sections 36.27 (3p) (b) and 38.24 (8) (b) of the statutes takes
effect on July 1, 2006.

(END)
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Nelson, Robert P.

From: Rhatican, Tom - DVA

Sent:  Thursday, February 02, 2006 9:51 AM
To: Nelson, Robert P.

Subject: RE: 4475/2 vets package

Hi Bob,
Yes, we received permission from Rep. Gard (via Jason Culotta — now in the Speakers ofc).

The most recent draft — slash 4 — probably contains changes we worked out last week, i.e., Rep Gard asked us if
we could lower the $25M — lower is better. We said yes, we could accommodate $16M — which may now be
included in the new draft. In fact, during very recent discussions, we feel comfortable lowering it to $12M.

Emails yesterday to Mary G-G:

1. Add the language contained in LRB 4287/1. Removes requirement that the veteran received — in the mail with
a Wisconsin address — a letter from the fed VA announcing the disability rating. In other words, it won’t matter
where the veteran lived when he/she received the disability determination.

2. Recommendation for the next LRB “analysis”. See below re the need to include the word “rating.” Many
veterans have a 100% disability but not a “100% disability rating.” Recent statutory changes apply only to the
more stringent “rating.” “Rating” is a term of art. Trust me....it's been a contentious issue.....some legislators
want to eliminate the word “rating” — which blows the financial impact sky high.

That'’s it.....nothing else from WDVA.

Thanks again. Please call me if you have any questions.

Tom

264-7619
225-6421 cell

From: Nelson, Robert P. [mailto:Robert.Nelson@legis.state.wi.us]
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2006 8:46 AM

To: Rhatican, Tom - DVA

Subject: RE: 4475/2 vets package

Tom,

I will be doing any redrafting of LRB-4475, so please send your comments to me from now on. Mary G-G. has
sent me three separate e-mails from you from yesterday. | am having a hard time understanding what is wanted,
and | note that Rep. Gard is the requester, not DVA. Have you talked to Gard's office about your concerns and
received permission from his office to talk to us?

If you have Gard's permission, please send me one e-mail that explains what changes you want, BUT, the most
current draft is -4475/4, not the 4475/2 you keep referring to. if there are still some problems with the draft that
your agency has not made a decison about, perhaps you could wait until you have decided on all your changes.

Thanks,

Bob N

02/02/2006
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From: Rhatican, Tom - DVA

Sent: Wednesday, February 01, 2006 4:18 PM
To: Gibson-Glass, Mary

Cc: Rosinski, John; Nelson, Robert P.
Subject: RE: 4475/2 vets package

Mary ~ please see Attorney John Rosinski’s reference to the LRB analysis to 4278/1. "Rating” has been a hot
button issue — recommend inclusion in the analysis (to reflect the statutory language). Thx.

From: Rosinski, John

Sent: Wednesday, February 01, 2006 4:09 PM
To: Rhatican, Tom - DVA

Subject: RE: 4475/2 vets package

Tom: The only concern | have is that the explanatory section indicates that under current law the "disability" had
to have been incurred (rather than the "rating") while the individual was a Wisconsin resident. The specificity of
the current language, referencing the rating, is often the troublesome issue. Saying that, the proposed language
takes care of the problem. JR

From: Rhatican, Tom - DVA

Sent: Wednesday, February 01, 2006 4:04 PM

To: Gibson-Glass, Mary

Cc: Culotta, Jason; Rhodes-Engels, Judi; Rosinski, John
Subject: RE: 4475/2 vets package

...... with the attachment.

From: Rhatican, Tom - DVA

Sent: Wednesday, February 01, 2006 3:47 PM

To: Gibson-Glass, Mary

Cc: Culotta, Jason; Rhodes-Engels, Judi; Rosinski, John
Subject: 4475/2 vets package

Hi Mary,
| have another small addition to 4475/2 — or its most recent version.

Attached is a separate bill draft that removes one of three residency-related requirements related to the Wi
Gl Bill (providing free UW/tech college tuition to surviving spouses or the children of veterans with a service
connected disability rating of 30% or more). Bob Nelson drafted it as 4287/1. Note: It is also very similar,
but not identical to one of the provisions in companion bills SB 472 / AB 879.

Current law for the tuition remission is a three part test. In addition to requiring a veteran to have entered
service from Wisconsin and then return to and reside in Wisconsin, it also requires that the veteran actually
receive the original disability rating notification from the federal VA while a resident of Wisconsin. In other
words, and as a practical matter, the veteran must receive the notification letter with a Wisconsin address
on the letter.

While it is not very common, we are now aware of cases where a veteran received his or her service-
connected disability rating while out-processing from a military base in another state -- just prior to

02/02/2006
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returning to Wisconsin. We also have a few cases where the ariginal VA notification was mailed forty or
fifty years ago—and the letter was lost and the official records are now unavailable.

Again, thanks for your help.
Tom Rhatican

WDVA
264-7619

02/02/2006
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From: Rhatican, Tom - DVA

Sent: Wednesday, February 01, 2006 3:47 PM

To: Gibson-Glass, Mary

Cc: Culotta, Jason; Rhodes-Engels, Judi; Rosinski, John
Subject: 4475/2 vets package

Hi Mary,
| have another small addition to 4475/2 — or its most recent version.

Attached is a separate bill draft that removes one of three residency-related requirements related to the Wi
Gl Bill (providing free UW/tech college tuition to surviving spouses or the children of veterans with a service
connected disability rating of 30% or more). Bob Nelson drafted it as 4287/1. Note: Itis also very similar,
but not identical to one of the provisions in companion bills SB 472 / AB 879.

Current law for the tuition remission is a three part test. In addition to requiring a veteran to have entered
service from Wisconsin and then return to and reside in Wisconsin, it also requires that the veteran actually
receive the original disability rating notification from the federal VA while a resident of Wisconsin. In other
words, and as a practical matter, the veteran must receive the notification letter with a Wisconsin address
on the letter.

While it is not very common, we are now aware of cases where a veteran received his or her service-
connected disability rating while out-processing from a military base in another state -- just prior to
returning to Wisconsin. We also have a few cases where the original VA notification was mailed forty or
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trust fund, exempting certain veterans from tuition and fees at the University
of Wisconsin System and at technical colleges, information technology server

and network infrastructure staff in the Department of Veterans Affairs, and

making an appropriation.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Currently, the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) may expend only the
amount for DVA institutional operations (veterans homes) that is in the
appropriation account for those operations. Any excess funds that are not spent in
the fiscal year remain in the account. This bill allows DVA to transfer money from
the appropriation account for the institutional operations to the veterans trust fund
if the amount in that account during fiscal year 200607 is in excess of the amount
needed to fund the operations of the institutions during that fiscal year. The bill
limits the amount of this transfer to $16,000,000.

Current law requires the University of Wisconsin (UW) System and each
technical college district board to grant to certain veterans who are residents of this
state (for veterans benefits purposes) a remission equal to 50 percent of the cost of
tuition and fees at any UW institution or technical college for 128 credits or eight

semesters, whichever is longer. This bill grants full remission of fees.

d 38.24(8) (b); and to create \
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The budget bill{ 2005 Wisconsin Act 25)consolidated most state staff employed
in the area of information technology server and network infrastructure into a
central staff at the Department of Administration, including staff from the

Department of Veterans Affairs.
This bill reverses that consolidation for the Department of Veterans Affairs and

authorizes 3.29 FTE positions in the department.
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be

printed as an appendix to this bill.

" The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do

enact as follows:

SEcTION 1. 20.485 (1) (gk) of the statutes, as affected by 2005 Wisconsin Act 22,
is amended to read:

20.485 (1) (gk) Institutional operations. The amounts in the schedule for the
care of the members of the Wisconsin veterans homes under s. 45.50, and for the
payment of stipends under s. 45.50 (9), and for the transfer of moneys under s. 45.03
(20). All moneys received under par. (m) and s. 45.51 (7) (b) and (8) shall be credited
to this appropriation.
~ SECTION 2. 36.27 (3p) (Vb) of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,
is amended to read:

36.27 (3p) (b) The board shall grant -a- full remission equal-to-100-pereent of
nonresident tuition and-50-pereent-of the, academic fees, and segregated fees charged

for 128 credits or 8 semesters, whichever is longer, less the amount of any academic
fees or segregated fees paid under 10 USC 2107 (¢) or 38 USC 3104 (a) (7) (A), to any
student who is a veteran.

v
SECTION 3. 38.24 (8) (b) of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,

is amended to read:

38.24 (8) (b) The district board shall grant full remission equal-to-50-percent

of the fees charged under sub. (1m) (a) to (c) for 128 credits or 8 semesters, whichever
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is longer, less the amount of any fees paid under 10 USC 2107 (c) or 38 USC 3104 (a)
(7) (A), to any student who is a veteran.

SECTION 4. 45.03 (20) 0‘;' the statutes is created to read:

45.03 (20) TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO THE VETERANS TRUST FUND. If the balancé in
the appropriation account under s. 20.485 (1) (gk) is in excess of the amount needed
for the care of the members of the Wisconsin veterans homes under s. 45.50 and the
payment of sfipends under s. 45.50 (9) during 2006-07, the department may transfer
the excess moneys to the veterans trust fund. The amount transferred under this
subsection may not exceed $16,000,000.

SEcTION 5. Nonstatutory provisions.

(1) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (1) (gk), are increased for fiscal year 2006-07
by 1.51 PR positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.

(2) The authorized FTE‘ positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (2) (u), are increased for fiscal year 2006-07
by 0.71 SEG positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.

(3) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs; funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (3) (s), are increased for fiscal year 2006—-07
by 1.07 SEG positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.

SECTION 6. Effective dates. This act takes effect on the day after publication,

except as follows:
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(1) The treatment of sections 36.27 (3p) (b) and 38.24 (8) (b) of the statutes takes

effect on July 1, 2006.

(END)
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AN ACT to amend 36.27 (3n) (a) 2. and 38.24 (7) (a) 2. of the statutes; relating

to: tuition fee remission for the family members of certain veterans.

Analyszs by the Legtslatwe Reference Bureau

" Under current law, as created in 2005 Wisconsin Act 25 (the budget bill), the
spouse, surviving spouse, and children of certain veterans are eligible for the full
remission of academic and segregated fees from the University of Wisconsin System wa
and from the technical college system. To be eligible, the person must be a current ) xj
resident and the veteran had to be a resident at the time that he or she entere
service. In addition, the veteran either has to have died while on duty and whi
resident or have incurred at least a 30 percent service—connected disabilityvhile a
resident. This bill removes the eligibility requirement that the veteran was a
resident at the tn’ne that he or she 1ncurred at least a 30 percent serv1ce—connected

~ disabilit

Fo furthe; mformatmn see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do

~~_enact as follows:

v
SECTION 1. 36.27 (3n) (a) 2. of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act §

25, is amended to read:
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36.27 (3n) (a) 2. A person who was a resident of this state at the time of entry
into service described in subd. 1. and who;while-a-resident-of this-state,incurred the

U.S. department of veteran affairs has awarded at least a 30 percent

service—connected disability rating undgg 38 USC 1114 or 1134

v
SECTION 2. 38.24 (7) (a) 2. of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,

is amended to read:
38.24 (7) (a) 2. A person who was a resident of this state at the time of entry
into service described in subd. 1. and who,while-aresident-of this-state,incurred the

U.S. department of veteran affairs has awarded at least a 30 percent

service—connected disability rating under 38 USC 1114 or 1134.

1
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(END)
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AN ACT to amend 20.485 (1) (gk), 36.27 (3n) (a) 1., 36.27 (3n) (a) 2., 36.27 (3p)
(b), 38.24 (7) (a) 1., 38.24 (7) (a) 2. and 38.24 (8) (b); and to create 45.03 (20) of
the statutes; relating to: the transfer of funds to the veterans trust fund,
exempting certain veterans from tuition and fees at the University of Wisconsin
System and at technical colleges, eligibility for tuition fee remissions of
unremarried surviving spouses and children of certain deceased veterans,
information technology server and network infrastructure staff in the

Department of Veterans Affairs, and making an appropriation.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Currently, the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) may expend only the
amount for DVA institutional operations (veterans homes) that is in the
appropriation account for those operations. Any excess funds that are not spent in
the fiscal year remain in the account. This bill allows DVA to transfer money from
the appropriation account for the institutional operations to the veterans trust fund
if the amount in that account during any fiscal year is in excess of the amount needed
to fund the operations of the institutions. The bill limits the amount that may be
transferred to $25,000,000 for all fiscal years combined.

Current law requires the University of Wisconsin (UW) System and each
technical college district board to grant to certain veterans who are residents of this
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state (for veterans benefits purposes) a remission equal to 50 percent of the cost of
tuition and fees at any UW institution or technical college for 128 credits or eight
semesters, whichever is longer. This bill grants full remission of fees.

Under current law, as created in 2005 Wisconsin Act 25 (the budget bill), the
spouse, surviving spouse, and children of certain veterans are eligible for the full
remission of academic and segregated fees from the University of Wisconsin System
and from the technical college system. The unremarried surviving spouses and
children are eligible for the tuition remission if the veteran was a resident of this
state at the time of entry into service and, while a resident of this state, either died
on active duty, or died in the line of duty while on active or inactive duty for training
purposes. In addition, the veteran either has to have died while on duty and while
a resident or have incurred at least a 30 percent service—connected disability rating
while a resident. This bill removes the eligibility requirement that the veteran was
a resident at the time that he or she incurred at least a 30 percent service—connected
disability rating. The bill expands the tuition remission eligibility to include
unremarried surviving spouses and children of veterans who were residents of this
state at the time of entry into service and who, while a resident of this state, died as
the result of a service—connected disability.

The budget bill consolidated most state staff employed in the area of
information technology server and network infrastructure into a central staff at the
Department of Administration, including staff from DVA.

This bill reverses that consolidation for the Department of Veterans Affairs and
authorizes 3.29 FTE positions in the department.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 20.485 (1) (gk) of the statutes, as affected by 2005 Wisconsin Act 22,
is amended to read:

20.485 (1) (gk) Institutional operations. The amounts in the schedule for the
care of the members of the Wisconsin veterans homes under s. 45.50, and for the
payment of stipends under s. 45.50 (9), and for the transfer of moneys under s. 45.03
(20). All moneys received under par. (m) and s. 45.51 (7) (b) and (8) shall be credited

to this appropriation.
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SECTION 2. 36.27 (3n) (a) 1. of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act
25, is amended to read:

36.27 (3n) (a) 1. A person who has served on active duty under honorable
conditions in the U.S. armed forces, in forces incorporated as part of the U.S. armed
forces, in the national guard, or in a reserve component of the U.S. armed forces; who
was a resident of this state at the time of entry into that service; and who, while a

resident of this state, either died on active duty, died as the result of a

service—connected disability, or died in the line of duty while on active or inactive
duty for training purposes.

SECTION 3. 36.27 (3n) (a) 2. of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act
25, is amended to read:

36.27 (3n) (a) 2. A person who was a resident of this state at the time of entry

into service described in subd. 1. and who,while-aresident-of this-state,incurred the
U.S. department of veteran affairs has awarded at least a 30 percent
service—connected disability rating under 38 USC 1114 or 1134.

SECTION 4. 36.27 (3p) (b) of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,

is amended to read:

36.27 (3p) (b) The board shall grant -a- full remission equal-to-100-percent of
nonresident tuition and-50-percent-of the, academic fees, and segregated fees charged
for 128 credits or 8 semesters, whichever is longer, less the amount of any academic
fees or segregated fees paid under 10 USC 2107 (¢) or 38 USC 3104 (a) (7) (A), to any
student who is a veteran.

SECTION 5. 38.24 (7) (a) 1. of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,

is amended to read:
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38.24 (7) (a) 1. A person who has served on active duty under honorable
conditions in the U.S. armed forces, in forces incorporated as part of the U.S. armed
forces, in the national guard, or in a reserve component of the U.S. armed forces; who
was a resident of this state at the time of entry into that service; and who, while a

resident of this state, either died on active duty, died as the result of a

service—connected disability, or died in the line of duty while on active or inactive
duty for training purposes.

SECTION 6. 38.24 (7) (a) 2. of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,
is amended to read:

38.24 (7) (a) 2. A person who was a resident of this state at the time of entry

into service described in subd. 1. and who;while-a-resident-of this-stateincurred the

U.S. department of veteran affairs has awarded at least a 30 percent

service—connected disability rating under 38 USC 1114 or 1134.

SECTION 7. 38.24 (8) (b) of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,
is amended to read:

38.24 (8) (b) The district board shall grant full remission equalto-50-percent
of the fees charged under sub. (1m) (a) to (¢) for 128 credits or 8 semesters, whichever
is longer, less the amount of any fees paid under 10 USC 2107 (¢) or 38 USC 3104 (a)
(7) (A), to any student who is a veteran.

SECTION 8. 45.03 (20) of the statutes is created to read:

45.03 (20) TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO THE VETERANS TRUST FUND. If the balance in
the appropriation account under s. 20.485 (1) (gk) is in excess of the amount needed
for the care of the members of the Wisconsin veterans homes under s. 45.50 and the

payment of stipends under s. 45.50 (9) during fiscal year 2006-07, the department
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may transfer the excess moneys to the veterans trust fund. The amount transferred
under this subsection may not exceed $16,000,000.

SECTION 9. Nonstatutory provisions.

(1) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (1) (gk), are increased for fiscal year 2006—-07
by 1.51 PR positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.

(2) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (2) (u), are increased for fiscal year 2006-07
by 0.71 SEG positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.

(3) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (3) (s), are increased for fiscal year 2006-07
by 1.07 SEG positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.

SEcTION 10. Effective date.

(1) This act takes effect on July 1, 2006.

(END)
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AN ACT to amend 20.485 (1) (gk), 36.27 (3n) (a) 1., 36.27 (3n) (a) 2., 36.27 (3p)
(b), 38.24 (7) (a) 1., 38.24 (7) (a) 2. and 38.24 (8) (b); and to create 45.03 (20) of
the statutes; relating to: the transfer of funds to the veterans trust fund,
exempting certain veterans from tuition and fees at the University of Wisconsin
System and at technical colleges, eligibility for tuition fee remissions of
unremarried surviving spouses and children of certain deceased veterans,
information technology server and network infrastructure staff in the

Department of Veterans Affairs, and making an appropriation. f
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Analysis by the Legislative Reference gu'reau

Currently, the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) may expend only the
amount EI‘ DVA institutional operations (veterans homes) that is in the
appropriatﬁs(n account for those operations. Any excess funds that are not spent in
the fiscal year remain in the account. This bill allows DVA to transfer money from
the appropria{bion account for the institutional operdtions to the veterans trust fund
if the amount i that account during aﬁf'y fiscal year/is in excess of the amount needed
to fund the operations of the institutions. The bill limits the amount that may be
transferred to $26,000,000\for-all

Current law requires the
technical college district board to grant to certain veterans who are residents of this




o &~ W N

2005 — 2006 Legislature -2 - LRB-4475/6
RPN/MGG/PG kjf/cjs/jld:rs
BILL

ﬁf’ﬁ c*%fw e Z

state (for VeéeranS\BQneﬁts purposes) a remission equal to 50 percent of the cost of
tdition-apd fees at anwamst@utmn or technical college for 128 credits or eight
semesters, whichever is longer. This bﬂlmgfantsiuﬂ'remlssmn fees.

Under current law, as created in 2005 Wisconsin Act 25 (the budget bill), the
spouse, surviving spouse, and children of certain veterans are eligible for the full
remission of academic and segregated fees from the University of Wisconsin System
and from the technical college system. The unremarried surviving spouses and
children are eligible for the tuition remission if the veteran was a resident of this
state at the time of entry into service and, while a resident of this state, either died
on active duty, or died in the line of duty while on active or inactive duty for training
purposes. In addition, the veteran either has to have died while on duty and while
a resident or have incurred at least a 30 percent service—connected disability rating
while a resident. This bill removes the eligibility requirement that the veteran was
a resident at the time that he or she incurred at least a 30 percent service—connected
disability rating. The bill expands the tuition remission eligibility to include
unremarried surviving spouses and children of veterans who were residents of this
state at the time of entry into service and who, while a resident of this state, died as
the result of a service—connected disability.

The budget bill consolidated most state staff employed in the area of
information technology server and network infrastructure into a central staff at the
Department of Administration, including staff from DVA.

This bill reverses that consolidation for the Department of Veterans Affairs and
authorizes 3.29 FTE positions in the department.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 20.485 (1) (gk) of the statutes, as affected by 2005 Wisconsin Act 22,
is amended to read:

20.485 (1) (gk) Institutional operations. The amounts in the schedule for the
care of the members of the Wisconsin veterans homes under s. 45.50, and for the

payment of stipends under s. 45.50 (9), and for the transfer of moneys under s. 45.03

(20). All moneys received under par. (m) and s. 45.51 (7) (b) and (8) shall be credited

to this appropriation.
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SECTION 2. 36.27 (3n) (a) 1. of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act
25, is amended to read:

36.27 (3n) (a) 1. A person who has served on active duty under honorable
conditions in the U.S. armed forces, in forces incorporated as part of the U.S. armed
forces, in the national guard, or in a reserve component of the U.S. armed forces; who

was a resident of this state at the time of entry into that service; and who, while a

resident of this state, either died on active duty, died as the result of a

service—connected disability, or died in the line of duty while on active or inactive

duty for training purposes.

SECTION 3. 36.27 (3n) (a) 2. of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act
25, is amended to read:

36.27 (3n) (a) 2. A person who was a resident of this state at the time of entry
into service described in subd. 1. and who,while-a-resident-of this-state,incurred the
U.S. department of veteran affairs has awarded at least a 30 percent
service—connected disability rating under 38 USC 1114 or 1134.

SECTION 4. 36.27 (3p) (b) of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,
is amended to read:

36.27 (3p) (b) The board shall grant -a- full remission equal-te-100-percent of
nonresident tuition and-50-percent-of the, academic fees, and segregated fees charged
for 128 credits or 8 semesters, whichever is longer, less the amount of any academic
fees or segregated fees paid under 10 USC 2107 (¢) or 38 USC 3104 (a) (7) (A), to any
student who is a veteran.

SECTION 5. 38.24 (7) (a) 1. of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,

is amended to read:
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38.24 (7) (a) 1. A person who has served on active duty under honorable
conditions in the U.S. armed forces, in forces incorporated as part of the U.S. armed
forces, in the national guard, or in a reserve component of the U.S. armed forces; who

was a resident of this state at the time of entry into that service; and who, while a

resident of this state, either died on active duty, died as the result of a
service—connected disability, or died in the line of duty while on active or inactive
duty for training purposes.

SECTION 6. 38.24 (7) (a) 2. of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,
is amended to read:

38.24 (7) (a) 2. A person who was a resident of this state at the time of entry
into service described in subd. 1. and who,-while-a-resident-of this-stateineurred the
U.S. department of veteran affairs has awarded at least a 30 percent
service—connected disability rating under 38 USC 1114 or 1134.

SECTION 7. 38.24 (8) (b) of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 25,
is amended to read:

38.24 (8) (b) The district board shall grant full remission equal-to-50-percent
of the fees charged under sub. (1m) (a) to (c) for 128 credits or 8 semesters, whichever
is longer, less the amount of any fees paid under 10 USC 2107 (¢) or 38 USC 3104 (a)
(7) (A), to any student who is a veteran.

SECTION 8. 45.03 (20) of the statutes is created to read:

45.03 (20) TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO THE VETERANS TRUST FUND. If the balance in
the appropriation account under s. 20.485 (1) (gk) is in excess of the amount needed
for the care of the members of the Wisconsin veterans homes under s. 45.50 and the

payment of stipends under s. 45.50 (9) during fiscal year 2006-07, the department
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may transfer the excess moneys to the veterans trust fund. The amount transferred
under this subsection may not exceed $16,000,000.

SECTION 9. Nonstatutory provisions.

(1) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (1) (gk), are increased for fiscal year 2006-07
by 1.51 PR positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.

(2) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (2) (u), are increased for fiscal year 2006-07
by 0.71 SEG positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.

(3) The authorized FTE positions for the department of veterans affairs, funded
from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (3) (s), are increased for fiscal year 2006-07
by 1.07 SEG positions for the purpose of providing information technology server and
network infrastructure staff.

SEcTION 10. Effective date.

(1) This act takes effect on July 1, 2006.

(END)



Barman, Mike

From: Culotta, Jason

Sent: Friday, February 10, 2006 8:35 AM

To: LRB.Legal

Subject: Draft Review: LRB 05-4475/7 Topic: Transfer of funds to the veterans trust fund; information

technology infrastructure; and tuition exemptions for certain veterans

Please Jacket LRB 05-4475/7 for the ASSEMBLY.



