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2003-05 Budget Bill Statutory Language Drafting Request

Topic: WIDA Consortium

Tracking Code: (Assigned by Government Operations Team) é?)@ O f ‘L—(@
SBO team: Education, Workforce, and Local Government

SBO analyst: Alison Bergum

e Phone: 266-7597

e Email: alison.bergum@doa.state.wi.us

Agency acronym: DPI

Agency number: 255




. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
2005-07 BIENNIAL BUDGET
DRAFTING REQUEST TO THE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

Draft for Possible 2005-07 Budget Bill introduction (Agency Decision Item No. 7008)

Subject: WIDA Consortium
Request Date: September 15, 2004

Agency Contact: Tim Boals, 267-1 290 or Bob Paul, 266-9353
Michael Bormett, 266-2804

Brief Description of Intent:

The department requests nonstatutory language, effective in FY06, to authorize the department to
assist in the establishment of, and participate in, a private, non-profit independent foundation, with its
headquarters located in Wisconsin, and its membership consisting of a coalition of agents of public K-
12 state education agencies. The purpose of the foundation is to solicit and obtain federal and state
grant and other public and private funding to be used for group contracting and purchasing of high
quality English language proficiency examinations, alternate examinations and contracting for the
production, distribution, scoring and reporting of those examinations and making them available to
coalition members.

The federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation requires states to produce and implement an
assessment system for English language learners. The federally-funded Wisconsin/Delaware/Arkansas
(WIDA) Enhanced Assessment Consortium applied for federal funds to comply with this mandate. The
U.S. Department of Education awarded the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction a grant of $2.3
million as the lead applicant on behalf of the now 10-state consortium (Wisconsin, Delaware, Arkansas,
llinois, District of Columbia, Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Alabama) to
complete the initial production work. As stipulated in the grant narrative (and more recently the
consortium by-laws), this is a collaborative partnership of states that has agreed to control jointly the
products and services that these same states and their respective local educational agencies must use
to fully meet the requirements of federal law.

Related Stat. Citations:

Section 16.75 (6) (b), Wis. Stats., relating to purchasing educational services through a regional or
national nonprofit consortium. £
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The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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State of Wisconsin

2005 - 2006 LEGISLATURE LRB-0401/1
PG:wljirs

DOA.:..... Bergum, BB0144 — Independent foundation to obtain funds for
assessment system

FoRr 2005-07 BUDGET — NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION

AN ACT ... relating to: the budget.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
EDUCATION

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

This bill authorizes DPI to assist in the establishment of, and to participate in,
a consortium of state education agencies organized for the purpose of obtaining
public and private funds to be used for the group purchase on an English language
proficiency assessment system.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 115.29 (6) of the statutes is created to read:

115.29 (6) ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY ASSESSMENT SYSTEM. Assist in the

establishment of, and participate in, a consortium of state education agencies
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2

2005 — 2006 Legislature -2 - LRB-0401/1
PGiwljirs

SECTION 1
organized to obtain public and private funds to be used to purchase an English
language proficiency assessment system.

(END)




