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PO. Box 8952
" State Representanve Madison, WI 53708

Jeff Fltzgerald Fo. 605 5530

Rep.Fitzgerald@legis.state.wi.us

Memo

To:  Aaron Gary
LRB Draftinv

From: Jason Culotta
.fﬁce of Repr esentative Ieff E 1tzgerald

Date Decembel 14 2004

- RE: " Crossing fire hoses in non-fire emergencies

I'have attached a copy of correspondence our ofﬁce recetved from the fire chief of
Beaver Dam regarding the issue I spoke with you about earlier today.

I'would appreciate 1f you could prepare a chatt of 1eglslat10n containing the languawe
e contamed in the chlef letter ; :

Tha‘nk you.




Beaver Dam Fire Department

205 South Lincoln Avenue
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin 53916
Phone (920) 887-4609
Fax (920) 887-4616

Delbert E. Yaroch Randall E. Koehn
Fire Chief Deputy Chief
10/26/2004

To: Representative Jeff Fitzgerald
Re: Rules of the Road - Fire Hose

It has recently come up in court in our county that the statute covering a vehicle crossing a fire
hose is only written to apply during a fire. This does not apply at training exercises, or other
types of emergencies. In light of this we would like to suggest the following changes to be made
to the State Statute 346.91 Crossing Fire Hose.

Existing: 346.91 Crossing fire hose.-No person without the consent
of the fire department official:in command may drive a vehicle
over any unprotected hose of a fire department when such hose is
laid down on any street or private driveway to be used at any fire
or alarm of firé.. [ I A
History: 19852 187",

Proposed: 346.91 Crossing fire hose. No person without the consent
of the fire department official in command may drive a vehicle
over any unprotected hose of a fire department when such hose is
laid'down on any street or private driveway to-be used at any fire,

<" _or training excersise, or alarm of fire, or other-emergency.
History: 1985 a. 187. i o ’ :

We respec'tfully request this change due to the nherentdangers iﬁydlyed in a vehicle running ové;‘ hose that
is being used in any instance, whether it is training or an actual emergency due to the hydraulics involved
that possess dangers to personnel should the hose be run over.

Water-hammer is the effect that happens when someone drives over a hose that is flowing water.
A water-hammer is created by stopping and/or starting a liquid flow suddenly. The hammer occurs because
an entire train of water is being stopped so fast that the end of the train hits up against the front end and
sends shock waves back through the hose. This is similar to a real train, instead of slowing to a stop, it hits
into 2 mountain side. The back of the train continues forward even though the front can not go anywhere.
Since the water flow is restricted inside the pipe (hose), a shock wave of incompressible water travels back
down the hose deflecting everything in its path. Any weak spots in hose, pumps, of fittings are being
stressed, and are likely to fail, raising the possibility of injury to any personnel handling the hoses
connected to the line that is run over. With increasing sizes of fire supply lines the potential for
injury and damage to the vehicle striking the hose is much greater than in past years when the hose size was
typically 2.5”, compared to 4”, 5”7, and even 6” lines used by some departments. The larger the line, the
larger the water-hammer. '
Any weak spots in hose, pumps, or fittings are being stressed, and are likely to fail, raising the possibility of
injury to any personnel handling the hoses connected to the line that is run over.

This is the reason we believe that the law should be written to apply to all fire department activities
involving the use of hose lines, be it at a fire, during training or any other emergency where hose lines are
laid across roads. - '
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AN ACT to amend 346.91 of the statutes; relating to: crossing a fire hose that

is being used in an emergency situation.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, no person may drive a vehicle over an unprotected fire hose
that is laid down to be used at any fire or alarm of fire emergency. A person who does
so may be required to forfeit not less than $20 nor more than $40 for the first offense
and not less than $50 nor more than $100 for a second or subse eque nt violation within
one year. WM eqered §§f/§

This bill prohibits a person ﬂ/A m driving a vehicle over an unpr()tected fire hose
that is laid down to be used at an scene of an emergency;or alarm of emergency. The
same penalties apply to a person Who violates this prohibition.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

J

SECTION 1. 346.91 of the statutes is amended to read:
346.91 Crossing fire hose. No person without the consent of the fire

department official in command may drive a vehicle over any unprotected hose of a
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Northrop, Lori

From: Pleva, Brian

Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2005 12:27 PM

To: LRB.Legal

Subject: Draft review: LRB 05-1359/1 Topic: Crossing fire hose

It has been requested by <Pleva, Brian> that the following draft be jacketed for the ASSEMBLY:
Draft review: LRB 05-1359/1 Topic: Crossing fire hose



