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2005 Assembly Joint Resolution 47

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION

Relating to: honoring the life and public service of Gaylord Nelson.

Whereas, Gaylord Nelson was born on June 4, 1916, in Clear Ladagnain; and

WhereasGaylord Nelson served his nation honorably durirgylaVWar 1l from 1942 to 1946,
taking part in the Okinawa campaign; and

WhereasGaylord Nelson served for 10 years in thisa¥nsin state senate from 1949 to 1959; and

WhereasGaylord Nelson served 2 terms as governor sicdhsin; and

WhereasGaylordNelson represented the state as¥énsin in the United States Senate for 18
years,from 1962 to 1980; and

WhereasGaylord Nelson was responsible for legislation that preserved the Appaladhiath@
Apostlelslands National Lakeshore, and the St. Croidd\Whd Scenic Riverway; and

WhereasGaylord Nelson founded Earth Day in 19ifGpiring people around the world to protect
andpreserve our environment; and

WhereasGaylord Nelson has continued to be a national leader on environmental issues through
his work on behalf of The Wderness Society; and

Whereas,Gaylord Nelson has been twice honored by the United Nations, in 1982haith
Environmental.eadership #vard, and on Earth Dag992, with the Only One Earthward; and

Whereas,Gaylord Nelson was honorad 1995 with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the
nation’s highest civilian award, for his instrumental role in foundibayth Day and inspiring future
environmentalegislationsuch as the Environmental Protection Act, the Clean Air Act, and the Safe
Drinking Water Act; and

Whereas, in 2001 the &fen Knowles—Gaylord Nelsdstewardship program was established in
honor of his lifelong commitment to public stewardship and the environment; and

WhereasGaylord Nelson never fgot his Polk Countyoots, always remembering that he was born
asmall town boy from Clear Lake, subscribing to the Clear Lake newspaper until his death; and

Whereas, Gaylord Nelson passed away on July 3, 2005, at the age of 89, leaving legjsiogd a
that will continue to impact future generations; and

WhereasGaylord Nelson personifietthe spirit of advocacy based on principle, living up to his
attitudeon life embodied in his quote, “The ultimate test of a si@anhscience may be his willingness
to sacrifice somethingoday for future generations whose words of thanks will not be heard?;; now
therefore be it

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That the members dhe Wsconsin legislature
commemoratehe remarkable life of service of Gaylord Nelson to the peopleisddfi'sin and to the
environmentand, be it further

Resolved, That the assembly chief clerk shall provide@py of this joint resolution to Gaylord
Nelson’swife, Carrie Lee; his daughtélia; and his sons, Gaylord &nd Jdfey.
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