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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
DHFS 4/26/2005

LRB Number 05-2177/5 Introduction Number AB-296 Estimate Type  Original
Subject

Apply county liability shield to placements in intermediate care facilities for the mentally retarded (ICFMRs)

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Under current law, beginning January 1, 2005, with certain exceptions, no person may place an individual
with a developmental disability in an intermediate care facility for the mentally retarded (ICF-MR) unless a
court finds that the placement is the most integrated setting that is appropriate for the needs of the
individual. Current law contains a similar bar to admissions to nursing homes.

This bill would add an additional exception to the bar to ICF-MR and nursing home admissions for people
with developmental disabilities. The bill would allow such admissions if a court finds that the county of
residence of the individual would not reasonably be able to provide community based care for the individual
within the limits of available state and federal funds and required county match funds.

The bill would not increase or decrease current costs or revenues for the Department or for county human
services departments, social services departments, s. 51.437 boards, or s. 51.432 boards.

However, the bill would enable counties to avoid potential costs in the future. As of February 1, 2005, there
were 3,523 people with developmental disabilities living in the community who were on community care
waiting lists. These individuals can petition the court for protective placements. Under the current law “most
integrated setting” standard, it is possible that the court could order community placements for waitlist
individuals, which counties would be obligated to fund with county property tax revenue. If community
placements were ordered for all waitlist individuals, it is estimated that the total cost to counties for the
placements would be $44,531,000 per year. This estimate assumes that the average placement would cost
$29,967 per year. In addition, it is assumed that approximately 58% of the cost would be funded with federal
Medicaid funds, and counties would fund the remainder of the costs. The bill would enable counties to avoid
these costs by limiting their financial liability for community placements to available state and federal funding
and required county match funds.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
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